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Britain Consents to Ex-
clusion of Mainland.

Theus Eliminating Chief
Weapon of Opposition
Paris .\e'm'pl-a Root
Plan in Principle
Chinese \ppu al to Hughes

and Baif,ur to Act as
Mediators on Shantung

By Carter Field

WASHINGTON, Jan #
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Franwe Accepts Root Plan

Another inportant development of
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the Taris zovernment accepts i
pranciple the Reot proposal out!
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Wants Merchant Ships Defined

In regard to the French position on
tne Rool proposals, it is understood
that the Freneh will want distinet un

statds,;
anxionus

8
will

derstandings 4= to the character of
merchant =hips which are to be ex-
empt from submarine attacks, unde:
the propesed agreement of the five
powers that no one will attack the
merchant men of another with sub-
inarines. No meeting of the naval com-

mittee 1y expected tue-morrow, however,
becauze the Italians Huve not heard
from Home as to what the attitude of
their government will be on this ques-

tign, and Lhe Japanese have not re-
ported the receipt of any reply from
Tokio. Secretary Hughes does not pro-

nose to call & meeting until £11 of this
informution has been obtained.

At the White MHouse to-day the
Cubinet discussed with the President
4t some length the approaching eco-
nomie conference to be held abroad.
The conversations, it was learned, con-
firmed the understanding that thls gov-

ernment  would  certainly go  very
slowly aboupt enteving any such con-
ference. There is a vary strong senti-

ment among some high in Administra-
tion civeles against this country par-
ticipating on any terma.

Reconvening of the Senate following
the heliday recess and the gathering



