
<

NG FOR THE ARIUM
By BOYDEN SPARKES
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Neiv Yorh harbor residents "served tsnder glasa." A touch of captitrity makes the tlsh world hin, which
possibly explains why a sharh, sea bass and a sea robin can dwell hartnonioualy in lhe same living room

on Vhfch mo.At of th* food fla'h cf the world is
trapped for market

Beyond that shsLf ia a rsgion that ofevs
rr, re to the explorer than both the Arctic nsid
the Antarctic circle, a region peopled by un-

seen monatera that could no more live without
the pressure of tons ro the square inch than
man could exist on the surface of the mcon.

The water that iapped againot tlie hull ef
the Soahorse when darkr.e;A3 eeltled was filled
Avith phosphcresccnt particles that psomed con-

atantly to be txpioding intc. tiny pointw of ai>-
very Ar*.

"PlanJctern," said Dv. Towmsend, cjcp!»{nin>,
cho*e were rninute foTas of marine H:*e upoca
which iargsr forms w?re continually ffceding,
the fesciing proceas pyramiding itaelf until
flnelly tho plankton io transform"*.! into thf
flesb of the largest creatures of the ocean.

The company of the Peahorsa aieep ln
pajamas, even though they descend to disrobe
one at a time because o? the limited space
below deck. Dr. ToAvnser.d's ideas on the sub-
Joet of sea-going pajamas aro ea deflnite and
ec flxpd aa his opin'o<n on globigerine ooia,

EVvan l%aily, accTxriomed through lon# yeara
at frta. to droppini.' into his bunk in wot o-ib-
***!»* for a nap on hin ahort wa*Jch bslow, b*f
b>eon cor.verted to tht> pajsuns phi!&*phy ax\&
jA»ligiouely dona fchara whon sleeping abo4tuMi
th* Ssahers*.

There ay* t&s* bmafcs, fc*r» te *a«h eaMey,
and oo Breder and C&'iisen elept in folding
.otn on deck, while th* other four crawled into
BMsaks that were roomy enough, rc long aa the
(wcrupanta made no effort to ait up. Tho deck
waa abotit flfteen inches above the Burfp.ce of
tho bunk. It was almost <«mnpKrabl* to sieep-
i»f ia a oofin.
At daylight tha *sp*Ji?icrs reaBy begtm

to fanction. Th* anchor waa hoiated aird th*
Tessel waa under way ov*n before the moaa-

ir-inkernKm. got rtarted.
"W* r1*lt tih* ptrrsnd n«ts fir»V said Pr.

Tcwna-and, "and gAst from them the inedibl*
3sh that theso msrkot flahermsn ordinarily
iw>uld throw bach into tha aca* We also pay
thsm market prices for any other fbh that
wa raay happen to want. After wc ha^-a
visitad tbem well b*gin oasting our <n=m nets."
My first gaee.1 . that thay wvre called

"SKmnd'* n«ts b*9A?aua® only ftah welghing »

pound w*r* held within tho meshos-.wa» 1CN5
psr csnt wrcng, Mr. Calllsen ocornfuily in¬
formed me. He said they were. pound nets
because they impounded fiah, aa a dog pound
impormds doga.

| _w ltWtL^ -¦.¦- ¦¦.-^¦MJr*y»MiM<WT\A4MiJ.^. L̂l I 1%,-.%- l' lltl ¦¦¦.|l». H^ITmMW
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JVetf a prize grape frwltT bat « nar*w« Kew Y'ork ptxft<art all owollen up tend
no plcr&e to go. He gets that way when agitated, never having read Aesop't

fabi* of the frog that harst

""A ^wmS Rst*,"1 h* wworthjaeid, "to . trep a*t
set to catch flsh as they foilow wall deftned
movemanta. Tbere are four parta. The iead*r
ia ». 10-inch mesh net about 400 feet long and
10 to 20 feet deep, tarred and we Ighted at the
bottom with large stones. It ia aet in a

straight lino %nd held abov* high tido l©v*l
bv polos driven into the bottom at intcrvalx oi
about twenty fejot. The a«cond part ia called
th« *big heart.' It ia coropoaed of two neta s«t
oppoaitc *aoh orther so aa to forra th* outlins
of the aort of hearti that are painted on val-
.ntlr.es. Ihe leader ends in the notch ot the
big heart and thc lower end or point is trun-
eated eo as to form the notch of the little heart.
The- neta empioyed tn fcheae structuroa ar*

three-inch mcBh, tarred and weighted with
chain. The big heart ia 100 to 160 fe«t long
with about the samo width. The Httl* heart ia
from forty to eeventy fe«t in length and about
the came in width. Th* point of th* Httl*
heart, so-csJled, ends ic. * net funnel earried
into c peckot or hox orf n«t. Tn* ordy opening
into this box is the small aperture in on* of
Its four walls, through which the funnel is
carried. The mouth of the funnol is about <3
'est square. The bos, or pocket, is made of

2%-indbi m*sh tnne«S x>*tt and ii trvaz SB te W
feet deep, 65 f«set long and 45 feet wide. Th©
flah atrikfl the leaders and are headed into the
big heart, the little heart and finally the
pocket. They alwaya follow the line of the
net ir their efforta to escape."

C©Ili*on, who h©d the wheeL told etll thete
dstaflo without pauaing for breath. He cteared
just then to tho lae oi auch a etructure aa he
h©d described. It waa the pound net of .Tacob
Schnoor and hia son*, who live in Belford,
N. J., a little ftahing village near the banka of
Compton Creek. Pcrched saucily on tho board
aign, bearing the name of th© owner, that waa

nailed to ona of the aapling uprighta was a

black-crowned night heron, hia ahort heavy
boak clattering woodonly aa he clampad it ahut
on the tail of a fish he had Juat atolen from
the aurfacc of th© water in the pound.

MTherc are about forty of theae neta arwam<i
h©r©, all ownsd by aevent©en men, in op«r»ti©n
now," coctlecad Calllsan.
The engine waa rtopp©»l Th© Sesbora©

rocked aasiiy near the pocket, in which waa *

flshing boat, about thlrty-fiv© fcat ln length,
ten feet beam and with a ahort deck at bow and
stern. The floor of the net pocket had been

hauled t© fhe snrfaea, eicpoatng a flapping
mase of fish that were being" taken aboard the
flahing boat in a <?ccop net Buapended from a

derrick arm angled from tho maac.

Dr. Townsend went over the f'ide and into
the dory without waiting for hia breakfast.
Ke was wildly ea;rer to pct into that mass of
fish, and hastily stufTed into his pocket money
to pay for any marketable portiona of the
catch deairable aa Bpecimens. Several of the
cans carried on the Seahorse'? deck had been
placed ln the dory.

Before the rest of ua h»d flnfahed breakfaart
he was back, the galvaniced iron tanka contain-
ing a couplo of sea robins, toad fleh, a amall
flour.de.r or ao and a few pipe fish. Breder,
tha aquarisi"., flxclalmcd over the pipe fish,
which were about the ei.ce of a lead pencil, with
a curiously formed head that suggested that
of tho sea horre.

"Pipe ftah," explained Breder, as he tenderly
transferred them to a small glass jar, "are
cloae relatives of the iseahorse. The male
carrk'B the egga in & pouch, in which they are

placad at the moment cf fertilization by the
famala. Th* aeakorse is aaid to r*produc*
aimllarly*

This wlb tfcs twfftnflJIng sf a son-rel'satios
that dealt with apsculation aa to th© probabb
©ffect on humaji oivilixation if man had devel-
©ped frcm the amoeba sr*ge through a line ©f
deacent that had included a (rreature akin to
the pipe fiah. It was ajcroed that. had thia
becn the case the earth to-day would be but
aparsely mhabited.
At the next pound net Tdalted Dr. Townaend

" invited ma to accompany him ln a amall boat.
One oid© ©f tb© pound wiu lowered a trifle
below the aurfaoe of th* water, ao that our

boat might enter thia flah trap and com* a>ong-
aido the flshermen'a craft Thia waa about
t.hirty-flv« feet in length, with a beam of eight
or tan feet.
A narrow bench, © trifl© wider than the

ranning board cf a cummer trolley car, ran

along the inaid* of the bull, making c wurking
platform, and bow and stern were eovered
with a deck for the aama purpoae. A amall,
cloae eabin aft housed an engine of about
twenty horsepower.

Fiaharmen in yellow oflafcina called ont
friend ly greetinga to the director of the Aqua-
rfam.

"Ther©'* oosrte arpid©r crafca foTward, doctor,
if you want "sm," offered the weather-beaten
akipper, a man with enormous muaclea, who
lcaned against the maat, the gaff of which
served aa a derrick arm to lift the dip net,

Marty McMahon's Reflections
By ROBERT B. PECK

C fCT'*1 FEELIN? Prett^ K006 to-day," r*-

I marked Marty McMahcn, the retired
JS_ bartender. I got no ill will to nobody.

I hopo all the boys get what thoy'r*
aftor. T hope the Legion boys get their bor.ua;
I hope them that's mnnin' the farms get the

laws fixed so they can make their own prices;
I hope them that runs the ships get their sub-

sidy; I hope the American vnluation boys get
the tariff they're after.

"If all hands get what they want ltll be *

grand thing for the country. Instead of an

Education Week like we had a while ago they'd
b« months an' years of education, an' it would

be thia here compulsory education, too, with

nobody playin' hooky.
.Them that graduatisd wmld fcaow t lot rnor*

about this cotmtry *n' th* folk* in it than tb«y
d* now. Thay'd all hsv* dlplomas in citiaerv-

ahip.every lr>3t one of Fem. They'd know that
AA'hat they cai! tho soldier vote an' thc farmer
vote an' so on didn't have no more flesh on

their boneu than the ekeleVms of them big
uirr.ersores in tho museum, an' the most deli-
cate an' reflned Cong^essman you could find
wouldn't be no more afraid of 'em.
"Them vote skeletons, it's my opinion, is

fixed up a whole lot like them in the museum,
too. Some wise guy that ain't. had much pub-
licity burrows around till he finds a bone an'
he sayc: 'Thin here that I dug up ia a bone
from the soldier vote skeleton.'
"Knewin' sli about bcn*a an' wires, ha makes

up a lot of the one an' pulls a lot of tho oth*r,
an' gets busy an' fixea up a cornplete akeleton
of the aoldior vote, nll with just th* on* bona

to start on. Then he trots it out an' has a good
time scarin' timid Congreasmeh. It's been done
a lot, but it still does the business.
"Another wlae guy that specializes in flesh

nn' blood can stand on the Capitol atepB an'
holler: 'There ain't no such animal' till he

gets apoplexy without a single Congressman
rappin' to him. They seen the skeleton them-

selves, you see.

"There ain't often Buch a gang of theae

skeletons all at once, though, an* prob'ly we

ain't never had auch expensive ones aa now.

That'a what makes 'em so educational. If they
all get by they'll do more for thia country than

th* college*, *r John D. Rockef*U*r, *r th*
Bmith brothers or anybody.

"If th* v*t«rans *n' th* farmsrs sat th* *h%

men an' all the rest get away Avith it, Just
about the time the new taxes an' the new

prices get to where they can hold the bottle
themselves the flrst lesson'll begin.
"You see each an' every one of them vet-

erans an' farmers an' ship men an' so on will
be payin' his share of his own bonus an' his
share of all the other fellas' bonus. Right
there a lot of 'em will begin to wonder if they
wasn't just synthotic skeletons that started all
the row, anyhow, an' if real fiesh an' blood
America ain't just one solid piece, an' if you
stick a pin in it any place it hurts all over.

"When enough of 'em get that figured out
tho country will he rducated to all intents an'
purposes. That's why Pm feelin' so cheerful
about it. I was kinda blue at flrst, but noAv

I got the dope on it things ain't ao bad. I
ahouldn't wonder * bit now if maybe my grand-
btn would be able to go ont an' buy him a rock
.n' rye when he had . cold without either get-
tin' pinched or pol*on*d- Thing* la on th*

~)r. Charles H. Townsend, Aquarltrm
lircctor (at right), seining a bay

beach for possible prizes

nrfth wh'.ch the H-h n:o
" ih* led" i1 of th©

rap.
"We want them, all right," - '-r.

rownsend happily. "There v ~*

pull out of thc watcr 1 ko to
ice."
"Well, I wiah yon'd tal c all ' '**d

moasbunkers thoiuv
tiing aa free'..- aa the; mij
"We can't tran: port thom,

of the Seahorae. Tl ey
The fiahermen dur ng '-v

tracting the pound hy hn '.*

wall and finally tl e fioor, pinn
it carne over the side,
alonp the side of I he ill
which the men sto< A. Pr *

Into view at t'-o surfai e

Happing tails and fin tha r,ei ol
r id< :en1 pra; nl
facea of the worker8. Th rc

there t> havo mad< loads fo
trucka. Tho dip net waa lov ¦'

pushed ln beneath them as a s! ' e

worked into a pilc of cr.
lifted over the side and the ' nta

apilled into the botto
Immediately tho men '¦*

aorting, tossing flounder
baaket, croakera into an nt©
othors.

"There'a a aplendid weai Ish," ¦. Invsd
Dr. Townsend; "we'll buy hi if wi

when the five or six pound ape
ed to him he tenderly placi
the cans of sc-a water
along.

"Anything alive th ti yo ¦.

uso
" he aaid to one

a sea robin Inquiringly. "I ' '

thoae. Going to fix up a few
of them to pla^e up in the gai He
called attention to the ambulat i- i the
under side of ore of these
the wide-spreading pectoi

¦;; ?7 g utwa rd ii
gesting an elephanfs oarii.

'i. e dip nel waa

buahels of menhaden, their
backs, spotted sides and whil
them as attracthT: to so

they are inedibie. Calliaen st;

much as raw linseed oil migl'.
"What'B that? A croker?" D

reached for lt eagerly.
Now and then a dark-green iob ter caraer,

sliding out of the 'i;p net, i mc

ingly. Some of iri-^

all of the pu.Ters, ¦;... cr toa
their reaentment by filling tl
until they were Bpiny 1 alla.

"It's a protective device," c >*\
Townaecd. "Other fish can't bite *.

Th?y chanffft their ooloring *?¦ v.-

chamelwn. Under water tha*;.
themsei%'ea with wcter, and when oct - i)
they suek tn ©ir."

Pi&ced in a tank the poffers i \-vr

seconde, and then colbapaed to awini
a haaty eurvey of their narrow qt 1 ra

"Ah. there is something we want <>. dog"
fish," aaid Dr. Townsend, and ata Itne©
deep in fish he liftcd up a raaal
squlrmed ar.d twiated aa if rao''- * ubber.
.Tinel Fine! Here'a floke and hog choi ->r»

Havent eeer, 'err, ir, aoire time."
Th?! dlra^ctor of the Aqu©rium had a

hovsealioe crab by it© aticklike tail r >.¦ -. i

dish brown shell waa the aire of ?. wash bastni
tbe outline of ita underalde auggesting *. .»

iron ahoe of a monstrpua hoTrae.
Harmleaa," soothed Dt. Townsend, ©w».r»

that many people leave them etiict^y alone in
the belicf that the tail ia a deadly marinet.
vroapen. "Thia creature ia the nearest iviniY
rtslativa ri the ertinct trilobite©.1*

Returning to the Seahorae and trsraaferrtag
hia freah prizea to the welL, Dr, Trwr.^end dav
eided that it waa tira-s to Beine the besche*
A 300-foot ae/o waa piled ir, the stern of
amall boat, galvanited ircn t&r,; s were loadod
in, and then in two trips everybody tvent ont*>
the beach, loaving the desertcd Seahorae to
ride at anchor.
At each end of the long net was r P'o'e nc

bar about five fect in length, the width of thi
r,eine. A hempen line wa?. attached
these pole8 to facilitate handling. One of thee©
linea waa tossed up on the beach, and Lhc.n,
with Kelly at the oars and Calliaen paying out,
the seine, a trBp was laid for such forrua of
marine life as were feeding in the bcach sh«V-
lowa. The boat, after dropping the r.et bo

that ita cork floats formed a semi-circle on

the surface of the water, was bearhed enc©

more. Then the party divided, three to each
end of the net, and proceeded to haul the sein©.
There were only four blue crab:- and a tiny
flounder that first time. The next haul brougbli
up several dozen blue crabs, also mc brown
apotted lady crabs and a few apider cra'jic,
their long legs covered with a mors-ilke
growth.

All of thr crabs were taken, not so much u*

specimens, but as food for thc epecimena ic
tbe Aquarium tnnks.

There were also somo flounders and pnffera
in that second east. O mmon as he is in the
markets, there surely can be no atranger fi.nh
in the ocean than th»> fiouncler. Designed to
eonceal himself in the ^a^d cmd mud of th©

(C<>ntx*v*d ©» pac<s fourt&mj


