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<. OUT FISHING FOR THE A

By BOYDEN SPARKES
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New Yorh havbor vesidents “served under glass.”

A touch of captivity makes the fish world hin, which

poseibly explains why a shark, sea bass and a sea robin can dwell harmoniously in the sama living room

va wtdeh mmont of the food flah of the world is
trapped for merket

Boyond that shsld fa a razion that offerw
niore to the explorer than both tha Aratie mnd
tha Antatctic circle, o region peopled by un-
soen monaters that could no more live without
the prossure of tons to the square inch than
aien eonld exist on the surface of tha moon.

The water thet lapped pgainst the hull of
the Seahorse when darkreas geitled was filled
vwith phesphersscent particles thet ssemed con-
swantly to be exploding inte tny pointa of sik-
very dre.

“Plankton,” eeid Dr. Towneend, oxpletning
these were nminute forma of marine Ule upon
which levger forms were continually feeding,
the feading process prramiding itsell wnidl
flnaliy the plankton ls transformed intoe the
flext of the largest crceturos of the pcean.

The company of thes Seahorss slaep In
rajamas, aven though they descend to disrobs
ope at a time because of the llnilrad space
helow deck. Dr. Townsend's {deas on the sub-
iset of mem-goinp pajames ars ss deflnite snd
g0 {imed ae his opinlom on globigerine oonza
Fven Ually, accurtomed through long yerrs
2% =az to éropping inte hla hunk ia wet ofl-
axins for & nap on his sbort wateh bolow, hus
tean convertad to the anjams philesphy and
mligiousiy dons thewn whon slecplug aboard
the Haaborea.

There mve fowr bunks, tws i each eably,
and no Breder and Cailisen rlept in folding
sota on deck, while the other four erawled into
bunkn that were roomy enough, fc long as the
sooupents made no effort to sit up. 'The deck
was about Aftesn {nches above the surfroa of
the bunk. Tt was almest eomprrable to sicen-
ing tn a ooffin.

At daylight e expeditica really begsn
te fancidon. The mnchor was holsted mzd the
veznel was under way oven before the mows-
bunkermen got rtarted

*“Wa vizlt the pomd weln frel,” ssid D1
Tewnsand, “and get from them the inedible
Agh that these msarket flshermszn crdinerily
would throw bacl into the zea. Wa also pay
them market prices for sny cther fish that
wa mey happen to want After wo have
vigltad them we'll bagin azsting our own nels”

My first goees — that they were called
“scund”™ nets beosuse only fish welghing «
pound wers held within the meshes—ras 100
per osmt wrong, Mr. Cellisen scornfuily in-
formed me. He rrld they wera pound nets
hacausa they impounded fish, aa a dog pound
impounds dogs.

=S

Net a prize grape frult, but a native Neow York pufer, all swollen up and
no plocse to go. He gets that way when agitated, never having read Aesop’s
fabls of the frog that burset

i, pmnd e e smtinued, “ta & trep ned
wet to catch flan as they follow well defined
movemants, There sre four parts. Tha leader
s » 10-inch mesh net about 400 feet long and
10 to 20 fest deep, tarred and welghted ot the
hottorms with lsrge stones. It s net in &
straight Une snd held above high tids lovel
by poles driven into the botiom at intervals of
about twenty fest. The second part {s called
the ‘big heart.' It |s compoeed of two nets net
opposits esach ather so ma to form the outline
of the gort of hearts that are painted on wmil-
antirer. The leadsr ends In the motch of the
big haact end the lower snd or point is trun-
estad eo s ta form the notch of the littls hieart.
The nets empiorved {n these structurea are
three-inch mesh, tarred and welghted with
chain. The big heart in 100 to 160 feet long
with abent the same width. The little heart la
from forty to seventy fest in length and about
the sema In width. The point of the little
hesrl, no-celled, ends 1o & net funnel earrled
into & pecxot or box of nat. The only opsning
wito this box {a the small aperture in one of
ite four =walla, through which the funnel s
carriad. Tha mouth of the funnel is ebout 6
fest zquare. The box, or pocket, Is made of

2% -inch merh tarved net end fa from 70 to 80
feet deap, B fee! long and 45 foet wide. The
fish strike the leaders and are headed Into the
big heart, the little heart and finally the
pocket. Thay always follow the line of the
net i their efforts to escape.”

Callisen, who had the wheel told all these
dstalls without pausing for bresth. He sieared
just then to the lge of such a structure so he
had described. It was the pound net of Jacob
fchnoor and his sons, who lve In Belford,
H. J., a little fishing village near the hanks of
Compton Creek. Perched saucily on the board
slgn, bearing the nzme of the owner, that wsa
nelled to ons of the sapling uprights wss a
black-crowned night heron, his short heavy
boak clattering woodenly as he clampsd it shut
on the tzil of a fish ha had just stolen from
the surface of the water in the pound.

#There are sbout forty of these nets around
here, 2ll ownad by seventsen men, in cperation
now,” continved Callizan,

The engine was stopped. The HBeahorse
rocked caslly near the pocket, in which wes &
fishing bost, about thirty-five feat in langth,
ten feet beam and with a short deck at bow and
stern. The floor of the net pocket liad been

»

hisuled to the wnrface, exposing a flapping
mase of flsh thet were being teken aboard the
faning boat in a sccop net suspended from a
derrick arm wengled from the niaa.

Iit. Townsend went over the side and into
tha dory without waiting for his breakfast.
e wag wildly cager to gt into that mass of
fish, énd hestily stulfed into his pocket money
to pay for any marketabls porticns of the
osteh desirable as specimens. Several of the
cins carried on the Seshorse’s deck ha¢d bren
placed [n tha dory.

Beafore the rest of us had finished breskfast
he was back, the galvanized iron tanks contain-
ing & couple of sea robins, toad fish, a small
flounder or so and a few pipe fich. Breder,
tha aquarlst, exclalmed over the pipe fish,
which were about the size of a lead peneil, with
& curiously formed head that suggestod that
of tha =ea horee.

“Pine flah,” explained Breder, as he tenderly
transferrad them to a small glass jar, “are
closs relatives of the seshorse, The male
cartlia the egga in e peuch, in which thoy are
placed st the moment of fertilization by the
feviale, The eschorge i» sald to reproduce
pimilariy.®

Thiz wms ths begnnirng of & soarsteation
that dealt with spaculation as to tha prebabis
«ffect on humen alvilixation f man had devel-
eped from the ameba stape through a line of
descent that had Included & creature aldn to
the pipe fish. It was agreed that had this
heon the case the sarth to-day would be but
sparsaly inhabited.

At tha next peund net viaited Dir. Townsend
invited me to accompany him in a small boat.
Cne side of tha pound was lowered a txifle
below the surfzce of ths weter, zo that onr
boat might enter this fiah trap and coms sieng-
alde the fishermen’s craft. This was &bout
thirty-fiva feet in length, with a beam of sight
or ten feet,

4 narrow bench, s trifle wider than the
running board ¢f a pummer trollay car, ran
along the inside of the bull, making & working
platform, and bsw end stern were covered
with a deck for the sama purpose. A small,
gloas c¢abln aft housed an engine of about
twenty horsepower.

Fighermen in yellow oflakina called out
friendly grestings to the director of the Aqua-
riom.

“There's somes aplder crabs forward, doctur,
i you want ’em,” offered the weather-beaten
skipper, a man with enormous muscles, whe
lesned against the maat, the gaff of which
served as a derrick arm to lift the dip net,
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™ FEELIN pretty good to-day,”™ re-
marked Marty McMahon, the retirad
bartender. I got mo ill will %o nobody.
I hope all the boye gat what ther'ro
attor. T hope the Lagion boys get their bonus;
I hope them that's runnin’ the farms get the

€¢

laws fixed so they can meke their own prices;
I hope them that runs the ships get their sub-
sidy; I hopa the American valuation boys get
the tariff they'rs after.

“1¢ all hands get what they want {t7l be a
grand thing for the country. Instead ef an
Education Week like we had a while ago tiey'd
be months an’ years of educatlon, an’ it would
be tlhis hers compuleory education, tos, with
nobody plarin’ hooky.

“Them that graduated would kmow 2 lot moTe
abonut this country sn’ the folks in it then thay
do now. Thay'd all have diplomas in citizen-
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Marty McMahon’s Reflections

By ROBERT B. PECK

thip—avery Inst one of 'em. They'd know that
what they call the soldier veote an' the farmer
vote an' g0 on didn't have no more flesh an
their honea than the ekeletong of them big
dinnerzores in the museum, an’ the most deli-
cale an' refined Congressmen you could find
wouldn't be no more alraid of 'em.

“Them vote skeletons, it's my opinlon, la
fised up a whole 1ot like them in the museum,
too. Some wise guy that ain’t had much pub-
licity burrows around till he finds a bone an'
he saye: “This here that 1 dug up is a bone
from the ecldier vote skeleton.’

“Knotwin' all about benes an’ wires, ha makes
up & lot of the one an' pulla a lot of tho other,
an’ geis buesy an' fixes up s complets skeleton
of the moldier vots, nll with just the one bona

to start on. Then he trots it out an’ has a good
time searin' timid Congreasmen. It'a been dung
a lot, but it still dogs the business.

“Another wise guy that spevializes in flesh
an’ blood can stand on the Capitol steps an’
Loller: ‘There ain't no such animal® till he
geta apoplexy without a single Congressman
rappin’ to him. They seen the slkeleton them-
selves, you see.

“There sin't often such a gang of these
aleletons all at once, though, an’ prob'ly we
aln't never had such expensive ones &8 TOW.
That's what makes 'em so educational. If they
all get by they'll do more for this country than
the collegen, ez John D, Rockefeller, or the
Bmith brothers or anybody.

n1{ the veterans an’ the farmers ax’ the ship

men an’ all the rest get away with It, juat
about the time the new taxes an' the new
prices get to where they can hold the bottle
themselves the first lesson’ll begin.

“"You see each an' every one of them vet-
srans an' farmers an’ ship men an' so on will
he payin' his share of his own bonus an' his
share of all the other fellas' bonus. Right
there & lot of ’em will begin to wonder if they
wasn't just synthetic gkeletons that started all
the row, anyhow, an’ if real flesh an' blood
America ain't just cne solid piece, an’ if you
stick a pin in it any place it hurts all over.

“When enough of 'em get that figured out
the country will be cducated to &ll intents sn’
purposes, That's why I'm feelin' so cheerful
about it. 1 was kinda blue at first, but now
| got the dope on it things ain't so bad. I
shouldn’t wonder a bit now if maybe my grand-
son would be able ta go out an' buy him a rock
an’ rye when he had & cold without either get-
tin' pinched or poisoned. Things is on ths
mand.”

Dr. Charles H. Townsend, Aquariam

director (at right), sewming a bay
beach for possible prizes

with which the fish are “shoveled™ out of tha

trap.

“Wa want them, all night)” acee | Tir,
Townsend happily: “There mn’t angthing Fon
pull put of the water thot ey i ~ to
non '’

"Well, T w en'] tale f il rtd
moagbunke i K 1 10
ming @ freely an tley miy
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pusherd b beneath them as a sh: "
warked into & pile of grive i AN
lifted over the stde and the fdanr uts
spilled fnto the hinttnm of

Immediately the men e t L
gorting, tds=img flnunder
basket, croakers intu aa ; nts
othera.

“Thare’s a #plendid wenlkfsn™ scciaimed
Dr. Townsend; “wea'll buy hin 1f we o 1
when the five or six pouond spocias 1= harnd.
ed to him he tenderly placed T
the cans of sea wwatcr that He Ly roiight
salnng.

SYAnvhing allveithst vou dopft wane wa'll
use.” ke said to one fl&l g
a #oa robln inquidngly, “1 = v lar of
those. Going to fx up a f=% : .
of them to place up in the . .
palled attention to the ambulatod n ‘tha
under side of onelof thkess oreatis g2rid to
the wide-spreading pectoral fins, -
eatending catwar] jist behind it -
gosting an elephant’s cars.

Tlin dip ‘net was bringing over ilternQly
bushals of menhaden, their Jz il
backs; spotted sides and white bellien meling
them a5 attractive o sec as o Lrook o t, 7&t
they mre inedible. Cellizen seid they tasied
mteh as raw lnseed oil mizh'.

"What's that? A crokeri” Dr
reached for it eaperly.

:‘-Ili“-' I"_nd f,l'|:', a I'-'n.'"i--_"""": CEThR
sliding out of the Gip net, vla 3
inely.  Some of these were ik RS WUTRE
all of the puifers, queer fhad
their resentment by £ i air
until they were spiny

“It's & protectiva devica” exu! 1 D
Toznsand. “Other fish cun't bite thom o

They changs thalr colozing =a r= ; A% A
chameleon. Under watar they exonrd 10 00y
themaelves with weter, and
they suck tn air”

Placed in a tank the puffers fcated
seconds, and then collapsed to
e hasty eurvey of their narrow guartors

“AR, there in something we wart—a dig
fish,” sald Dr. Townszend, and standing =nsae
deep in fizsh he lifted up a emall 50 & toas
mquirried and twisted as if macds of iber

when ool 4 *

awim abhng A3 3

“Tins! Pine! Here's fluke 2nd bog chclers
Havent sean 'em o pome time.”

The director of the Aguarinz had a hoges
horseslica erab by ita stickiiie txll The reds

dish brown shell was the gize of 5 wash
the outline of ita underside svpgesiin
iron shos of & monstrous horse.

Harmless,” socothed Dr. Townsend, awem
that many people loave them strictly elons in
the belief that the txil is n deadly marine
wespon. ‘This cresture i3 the nearest living
relative of the extinet trilobites™

Returning to the Seshurse and transferring
his fresh prizes to the well, Dr. Townsand de-
cided that it was Hme to seine the besches
A 200-foct seln was piled & ihe siirn of (he
esmall bos?, galvanired iren tanis were losded
in, and then in two trins overy body went onteo
the beech, leaving the deserted Cenborss 2
ride at anchor.

At cach end of the long net wes 5 rale ar
bar about five fect in length, the wicdth of ths
reine, A hempen line was atteched ehiet
these poles to facilitate handling, One of Lhess
lines was tossed up on the b« and ihen,
with Kelly &t the oars snd Callisen paying oug
the seine, a trap wes laid for cuch forms of
marine life as were feeding in the beach shad-
lJows. The boat, after dropping the net =o
that its cork floats formed & semi-circle on
the surface of the water, was beached cnee
more. Then the party divided, three to each
end of the net, and proceeded to haul the seina.
There were only four blue crahs and o Uny
flounder that first time. The next haul bronght
up severzl dozen blue crabs, also =ome Lrown
spotted lady crabs and a few spider crids,
their long legs covered with =& mors-lika
growth,

All of the ersbs were taken, not 5o moeh en
specimens, but as foorl for the specimiens in
the Aruarium tanks.

There were also some flounders and pnfers
in that second cast. Commen 85 le is in the
markets, there surely can be no stranger fish
{n the ocean than the flounder. Designed to
onnceal himself in the sand and mud af the

od w ench of

(Continued on page fourisenj




