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An Old Yale Tradition New Is Imperiled as
Wives of Grads, Accompanied by an
fvalanche of Class and Near-Class
Babies, Plan to Filter in

By FAIRFAX DOWNEY

aavs nrﬂl'l’-'ﬂ‘  SWhern: we \\'hﬂ

sat in the seats of learming at

LU niveesity or have beon there for

v az “preferential standees,” as

e wav on the subway, feel the stirrings of
u ¢ 1o veturn to New Haven. Doubtless

ot ace animated by promptings toward col

ong, while even Harvard men are

» some inexplicable fascination hack
In fact, the migratory
sward colleginte pilerimages may be said

o geene of crime.

ordinge o Dan Chaueer, whoge old Eng-

Yale to make ws good as
of April with*his
f iked 1o o on pilgrim
Ly, after several pilgrimages

month

-l
it I.-.:.' t on account of rain—because of
viry showers sung by the poet—the pref-
¢ ghifted o June, which, people expected,
il be drver, Thelr expectations have been

the Secret of Yale's

viald oa Its Grads

Hut that oniy emphasizes (he point that
pilgrimages slill ave enthusiastically

And no alma mater beckons nmore a1-

tivelvy to her than does Yale. The

ret of thiz supremacy need no longer oe
withheld, Now it can be told—must be told

It 158 this: Tt is, or rather has

wet, o tradition that a Yale man does not

ing s wife to 4 reunion,
Uhe seeret has been well kept, although it
N & ook, The very diplomas
i I ' have reveaied it. Those
it ribed with the graduate’s
i nuin enough, and the word
Yuli Latin for *Yale. They
‘ = 1y n that dead ton rue thut
the reciplent s a Bachelor of Arts. Nobody
ever reads any further. If any one did
ho-would the arts are. They begin
th tl ling Latin and ¢ with
analify > graduate for an art which ha

v may begin to practice when he no longer
is a bachelor

And that is—the art of leaving hiz wife
» when he attends a college reunion. For
for centuries, 1t has been successfully
at Yale,
It 1= a paradox that June, the month of mat-
manth of
Late of affairs that
nee, seve to the fool-
attemipts 1o take bath

wonial wunions, should also be th

e reunions, but it is a s

need be of no inconw

gentleman wh

loops in the sams Jy

A much more pro-

nounced paradox is the business of taking a

spouse,

having acquired one, 1o gne's reunion
3 That 15 what must have

—when in his widely read diction-
e defined a paradox as “A sentiment
ly contradictory or opposed to com-
mon sense, but that yet may be true in faet”
Just the other day in as public a forum as a
lass luncheon a classmate for wheom we enter-
tained respect as a soldier and a jurist inquired
in his best commanding and court veice:
“Who's going to take his wife to our re-
union this year?”
A sudden, shocked silence descendad on the

table, A fork, clattering to a plate, broke the
tengion. Features relaxed in relieved smiles.

That question must be only rhetorical, Or it
was but a jest, Our classmate was only
waiting for some ona to answer his cue and
zal, “Whe, indeed?"” and then he would flash
“Well, isn't this our serennial?"
Thereupon the gathering would dissolve in
bursts of innocent merriment,

it witn:

Somebody returred the cue, but nothing
happened,  Great heavens! The man was in
carnest!

Then—pandemonium,
himseif heard our

When he could miake
vlassmate increazed Ll
tumult by demanding neatedly:

“1 wouldn't have a wife 1 couldn’t take to a
reunion?’

Neither would we, we rebutted, and sought
refuge in the classics by quoting somebody in
“Hamlet" who said that somebody else swore
he “could summon spirits from the vasty deep,
and so could 1. But would they come?’ W
could all, we pointed out, go through the for
mality of inviting our wives io accompany us
to the reunton, but would they cone? Nut if
We knew it

The luncheon broke up in a fruitless dicous-
slon and a schisn, and there the malter most
unsatisfactorily rests

We suspect that it was & brand-new wife
that caused this damage, as they are the most
catgerous element opirating against the old
Yale tradition, cunless it he hahies,
apainst whom we previously had warned,

The class baby is the first male heir born Lo
any member of the class who has gradustod,
This mfant, clad in the uniform of his father's
brought to the triennial veunion amd
placed at the head of the column of rads
marching to the bascball gume. The offspring
I8 permitted to hurl the baseball into play on
the diemond. This custom is not pernicious
in itself except that for the rest of the year
the child, puffed up with his moment of plory,
will be hurling things at all the bric-a-brac in
the home,

class

CIHSSE, I8

Rut by reason of numerical superiority alone
Wives a

entitled to a more serious considera
tion as reunion threats than children. Th
eventuality niust be faced that some of them
will be among those present ar New Haven
this June. How, then, to cope with them after
they have gained a foothold? There's the rub,
That spirit of carefree cameraderie, born of
the precious association of college days that
links their husbands, naturally is not possible
to them.

* 'Member that time,” one grad greets ar-
other, “you insisted on sleeping in the srms of
Hane Statuam, and you wouldn't leave till
Bill and I carried you back to Van?"

Yes, the grad remembers, but his wife wants
explanations. It must be carefully and la-
boriously diagrammed for her that Hane
Statuam is an ivon status of somebody or other
on the campus, and in indulging in such fa-
miliarity with it you only were following a
auaint custom which is a senior privilege at
New Haven. And even at that it never is
quite clear to her why her husharnd wWas car-
ried and why he was put in a van,

The Man Whose Memory
Works Too Well

It’s the same way with the subject of those
parties at the Lawn Club, which some thought-
less bachelor classmate mentions ta you and
vour wife as a subject for reminiscence. You
used to be the champion fusser of the clasg in
those days, he opines. He'll never forgzet the
time you and he went to call for those girls
to take them to the club dance, and he hdp-
pened to look in the mirror in the room where
vou were helping your girl on with her cloak
and—ha! ha! ha!—he saw you kiss her. Did
vou know she still was living here in town?
Had you been cut to see her? Of course not.
You had other plans. That girl probably had
forgotten all about you. As for you, she'd gone
completely out of your head until ha happened
to mention her. That's why you never had
spoken of her to your wife.

At your left—Wives of classmates will not reune for a darn.
right-—There are usually more

And lot the soft pedal be
Jevous recalling of that ambitiogs attempt 1o
drink a beer in overy
How many saloons wiere thera?

placed apon the
aloan (n Noew Haven,
You can't ro-
(), YL

Ky anyway.

member; that was gu
wife thinks it VLY 8i

You could have lookad th
1

spluons up in a

clagsified  telephone  diveciory 0 course-
thats the way you'd do it i yau were makine
any such vensus fo-day

No, the old college memaries had best stay
buried 1 the presence of wives, Thaanly il
ternative 2eems to he the m of wives,
and even after such a diMiculi mintter has been
effected, it is apt fo fail mcevahly, Only too
often wives of elassninices will nol veune for a

darn,  The conversation bound to worey

along somewhat after thic fashion:

What Can He See in Her?
That’s the Question

“ls this the first time you have heen to New
tHaven?"

"Yes, and I wasn't sure | cowld come th.e
time. 1 hesitated about leavine my baby"

“Oh, have you a baby? 1 huve two !
This tack is gocd for half an hour, hut after
that time the wives loave ench orther to look

for theiv hushands, vach wife wotdoring what
the other's hushand seos in
But if the inevita i faced and the mixed

reunion is accepted, sucl conv reation as tho

her

rnHll\\"i!'l,"l' miay he expectod around the table,
laden with near-heer o

First Wife (tn hus FEOMIa e S
¥ were: Fraddy's paommiate in eallpoe. 1
lis bittle roommiate now, (Busine e of o Jema
nokums.)

second Wife (1o hushand | — Will, wiiy den't
Fou reminisce with the boys: Remind tiem of
taat time you dashed down the

football field,
shaking off the mean tackle

rsoand making a
touchdown, alane and unaided, for old Yale.

Third Wife (to her hushand) —And you,
Rob, must recall for them the tigie vou won
your Phi Beta Kappa key and put 10 shane
all the mentally lazy big follove . th just
T

Fourth Wife (to all)— Now's the time for
John to tell us about that fun

iy Shkulls and

grads than beds at the club

Come on, John dear,

s soclety he's an,
s up.

Fifth Wife (vonvivially)—VUp  with your
cups and glasses, boys and wivls and lot's ali
singing  that oll college  favorite,
“Hera's to Dear Old Yale, Down the Field,
Down the Field,”

And so ong with a horpible rime being had
||I\' H”,

juin  in

It will he agreed that few measures
van he too radical, looking toward the eliminu-
ton of such untoward ineidents.

The Unfortunate Graduate with Wife niay
arrvive and recister ot
day, June 17,

the university Satuy-
He may, but there is no reason
why he cannot stall off until Sunday, when
oceny the following events to which he may
sifely send the wife and connt on her
pretiy well tied up all day.

L0 AL Mo—Bacealaureate address by the
president.

a0 P M. —Organ recital,

R:00 P. M.—Twentieth anniveraary meeting
of “Yale in China,” with addresses.

For Monday, June 198, the followine should
hold her: 10:30 p. m., meeting of the Alumni
Advisory Board; 12:50 p, m., annual luncheon
of the Yale Law Sehool Alumni Association:
1 p. e duncheon of the Yale Corperation and
of the Alumni Advisory Beard; 2:15 p, m

hetrng

g of the Yale Corporation; 4 p. m,
iy exercises; 10:30 p, m., promenads
At this last somie seniov
who wants a job in the office of the U, (. W,
W. (Unfortunate Graduate With Wife) may
Lo nduecd to premenade with the wife,

Frain Schedules Previde
4 Glorious Opportunity

uf the =enior class,

The polls are open for the election of twi
miepherd of Lhe corporation on Tuesday, June
2 The VooGe Wo WL may sond the wife 1o
the polls with o fraudulent proxy, which iy
e her apprehension and jailing until Fri-
ay, June 28, the day of the boat races.

Al that date the U. G. W, W. may cxplain
to the wife that one always watches the hoat
races from an observation {rain, on board
which he will at once place her, promising to
join her later. If he uses a little finesse the
train he puts her on may be the train for
Hame.

Marty on White

House Dinners ”

By ROBERT

“r— ~ HEM White Hease dinners that {he
Prosident dishes up for the muin
pushiin the steel husiness must be

worth watin’,® saul Marty Me-

Mahaon, the vetired bastender.

“liotza fellas
has talked to that mob before an’ I, "Why
donteha fay off the twolve-houp shift? an' it
nothin' but a steely glare.

“Some o' them has

pt after them, at that,
an’ pestered 'em s that they brought
lotta figuves to show they'd gone it th whaoin
business an' vou couldn't make steo withaut

oyt a

you worked yvour men—or o gand part
~—twelve hours a day.

“If 1t was a preacher or somebody else that
they figured was worth siippin’ the oil to they
might talk real sympathetic about {he twelve-
hour chift an' say they aimed to zet rid of it
Just as quick as they eould an' had been tryin’
to fer years, but it just couldnl be done,

“Then the President invites 'euy all to the
White House an' says he don't mean po harm
an' he don't want to butt in on another fella's
lay, but what about this twelve-hoyr shift in
the steel mills, an’ they all look at him kind of
admirin’ an’ say that's a fine
look into it right away.

"Now, they mighta just Leen slippin’ him a
superior brand of oil; yvou can't always tell
about them hoys. They're pretty slek when
they lay themselves out to e, Op they mighta
lieen full o' green turtle a0en an' thought just
at the minute that it wes a prand icea an' then
changed their minds the nexr wornint,

“Or they mighta locked around the table an’

of Tem

ldea an’ they'll

B. PECK

seen that all the hoys was there an’ figured on
the level that if they all done it it could ba
done all right.

“So it looks from the outside like the chancos
was about one to two that they really was goin’
to Lry to work three shifts a day, instead of
two. Anyhow, they said they'| appoint a com-
mittee to look into it, an' it's a cinch they'll do
that,

“When the commitiee reports, why, most
anyhody can dope out whether they was full o
turtls soup or guod resolutions,

“l worked many a twelve hour his ehiind
the bar, but you wouldn't catch me v crkin' no
one-hour shift even in one o them steol mills,
I seen one o’ them once. The mill I sean haid
its floor all laid out like a freight vard an’
every little while along would come g troop of
kettle cars on one o' the tracks, every kettle
full o' heilin' atecl,

“When the car:

wasn't rannin® over Lhe floor
this furnaee (o «t was snittin' spapis that
would burn o kole cloan tnloush you if thay
hit you, an' every ance in o while cne nf 'am
would hiceougl an' steel voule come bolin® out
all over the Acor,

“Up overhead all the time they was hoistin'
big bundles of rail an’ serap iron that woulda
made you look like o waffle if vou was undey-
neath when they let go their hold,

“I wouldn' ‘astaod in the doar
twelve hours, let alone workin’
vou had to be dodpin' sealdin’ sto
an” twenty-ton bundles o stpal
[EES L

lookin® in fer
irside where
el an’ sparks
rails. A niee,

Joh tendin' bar on Tenth Avenue just
suited me.”

{

Above—The alumni parade.
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Al Princeton Things Nowadays Are Differm
Somelow, but the Old Spirit (Singular,
Printer) Calls the Sons of 0Old
Nassau to Renew Their Youth

By HARVEY H. SMITH

miversal human trait of
lamenting the faet that
e ot what they used 1o be
Askoa zurvivor of the old

about the srme of to-day: ask a business man

regular army

about his business, a farmer the conditien of
his crops, a golfer how he's hitting them, a
politician about politics—ask any one anything
which contrasts the present with the past and
thev'll all unite and shout:

“Things ain't what they used to he.”

Princeton graduates are no exception. In
fact, they're the loudest shouters of the bunch
whep it comes to anything connected with the
unRIversity. An undergraduate may believe
that this vear's crew, toutball, baseball and
debhating teams, petting  parties,
Princetoniun board, leeturers, customs, proms,
club memt doulile chogolate
marvshmailow jiggers, the proctor, senior sinig-
ing, chaperones, Phi Beta Kappa  elections,
styles in golf hose, the dean's disposition, the
verdure of the folinge, the service on the Penn-
sylvania Railroad, the guality of the food
served at Commons, the credit extended by the

lneal merchants and the

professors,

freshman class

Nas=au
He may be thorough-
Iy convinced of all and each of these things
and willing to back Qg beliefs with his dad's
last Liberty bond, but give him just fifteen
minutes with a couple of old grads and they'il
hlave him so certain the old coliege has gone
completely to the bow-wows that he'll consider
it his hounden duty 1o pack up his duds and go
back home to the farm.

Davine on
Street are the hest pver,

And it was ever thus, even in the days
when Princeton was the College of New Jer-
sey, situated in Elizabethtown, and the grads
went back to reunicn armed with muskets and
powder horns. During the interim of taking
pot shots at lurking redskins the oldest among
them doubtless vevalled the good old days.
And now we who have been out of college hut
five years tell the present generation of the
wlorious days when we were students, and we

in turn are silenced by tales of the “golden
H0s."  And surely the students of the “golden
‘B0s'" had to listen to stories of the “diamond
"T0s7 and the “radium 00" Should we at-
tempt. to tell an undergraduate that Don
Lourie plays football like u schoolboy com-
paved to Bill Mosve, some grad who went to
college when more thought was devoted to
Greek and Latin than to petting proclivities
i sure to pipe up and tell us that any one who
nover saw Johnny Pae skivt an end or “Bis
Ladl™ Edwards buck a

real football is,

line deesn't know what

The Advantage Possessed
By the Oldest Grad

Consequently, | look forward some day in
the far distant future (o being Princeton's
oldest living graduate, not for the honor of
the longevity, bul because there will be no
ane to say:

‘Pshaw, Smith, when I was in college”——

speaking specifically of reunions the grads
have probably always proviaimed that they
were not what they used {0 he, but since the
enforcement of prohibition their wailings bave
had added sincerity, and have heen reveis ed
Vith inereasing eredulity, ior, the critics of
Seoit Fitzperald to the cont vary notwithst:
g, becr was most instrumontial in moki
reunions suecessful,

There was a time when the president of any
number of breweries facing a deficit couald &0
befare his board of divectors aliout this time of
the year and sav with a smile:

there

Rencmbor, centlemen,
Princetan reunion,”
But no lenger is this true.

is still the

Occasionally a
class seeretary will announce to his classmates
that he has effected a coup de grace, that the

\:"‘..‘.ﬁ will has real Des Bt Teunion E“:"]

nave 10 gy

the whole the hrewer
alone, 7

te foaming

cases of Clicquot Club,
the better. The present
present Fourth of Julvs
ter time when th

works, but there was

of reckening,

Prohibition Was to Spell
The Reunions’ Doom

il spee
E82N0 TP

It was said that prab

unions’ doom
and the thoy
bacl,

1t they =t

1d probably have t
they ever did, but in = lifferent way, Exlj
on Friday preceding I

Yale they ¢

Ive, oid
and as soon as they e
vares of business and
ity-are forgotten. o

foot on the campus (e
the worries of domestit
fnree glorious days they
ir regainet
reginar ‘._\'."'.'if‘_c 8
. ers of the bat

It takes th

are hoys again,

youtn,

zars of
their offices and

carry oft like kids
younger srads [
once lost they
Each of the s
tive costume, the
selves with buttons and hat

oir eldgrs
ez has a distne
nLing thems
. The young-
i the
\ing which is onig:
wetieal. The choloe
tteas, and they v
evil and the deep st
tever you do, don't hav

¢st class always wears

r's attemnpt

constantly betw
One man writes
a costume like the one we had last year." Ar

other man writes th
the best ever, “Be su
yvear." Andsoitg
ting it both wayvs

tjona?" the commii®

p Cut out ikt
nt like last yt.
¢ vear? “Ap

sapt WWorte

fnmenls .
:; ceme ha‘.km:!swh

beer.” “No more ente

“More entertalr

class dinner.” 0 e
while speeches.,” “We
to speeches.”

The committea w
other and provides &
costunes,

.'\:\\.*r:‘ somfhn“'uf
ing in the way ¥
refreshmen nd vuletw“i‘f;
which is regarded with yroval by&“"t;,_
of the class, with indifference h.\-‘. any e:he o
and with outspoken condemnation by
mainder,
11e o
Upon the class secretary, howeyer “ s
Stk prlﬂ\"dm fike

task of seeing that every «
£

foo| at case. There®

weleonied aud mada (o :
returning to reuns

actzally men who i
he rcnwmﬂ”

fearing that they w»
They ?ee! hust no one comes up 3“d$
them the glad hand. So it falls to the 4
tary to act as officia] lost for the "}'5" di
men who wera “hiz'" in college tax his m%
not at all. He knows them all by thet %
names, hut the men who hid their lights ¥
in the covers of Kuclid or in she_ che
“lab” often fail to register with 1'111".!1-l S
finds himself unable to pull an Addised®
He cannot say: R

“Of course, 1 remember you Perfﬂdr;‘;
are ‘Long John' Parker, the man \}'hcl' e
Herodotus and won the Axel Nevin
prize. e

How's the family!
No; it takes a super-secretary to f‘:&ﬁ
the names of every man in his -.'.‘1u5s A P
ciate them with the physiognomies wh
front him at veunion,-so like as not ¢
meaning fellow is apt to remars:
“Hello, old man; 1 don't recall your

Continued on page five



