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The Public'» Weapon
Opposition made ta the Senate to

the coal distribution bilí was based
on the theory that freedom of con¬
tract and delivery ought not to be
interfered with. Mr. Reed, of Penn¬
sylvania, backed up Mr. Sutherland.
of West Virginia, in opposing prior¬
ity order control by the Interstate
Commerce Commission. Yaî prior
ity order control is the most con¬
venient nation-wid? weapon with
which to force profiteering operators
to conform to fair price ruling*.

Mr. Reed said that th? country
was facing only "a comparatively
slight emergency" . a "momentary
»stringency in cool," which did not
justify the indirect regulation of
prices. This cheerful view may pre¬
vail in the heart of the bituminous
district, but it doe? net prevail in
states which are certain to feel the
pinch of the coal shortage next fall
And winter.
New Yorker« would lie deugh tea

to think that there is «wily a "mo¬
mentary stringency," for instance,
in the anthracite market. But *«

strict rationing of hard coal here
seems unavoidable, and famine coal
prices would only pile one affliction
on another. The public, vainly pro¬
testing, has seen the mine^ kept idle
for five months. It has been mal¬
treated by those who control the in¬
dustry. Why should it agree now to
pay the hang-over costs of the long
strike if it can find a legitimate way
to protect itself?
Governor Miller has spoken the

mind of the people of this state.
They do not admit any culpability
for the strike and do not intend to
be penalized arbitrarily by those who
were culpable. Mr. Woodin, the
State Fuel Administrator, has an¬
nounced that coal prices here should
approximate those charged last fal1
and that dealers who try to profiteer
will be prosecuted. Our emergency
coal control law does not reach out
siders. There is all the more need,
therefore, for a Federal law, deny¬
ing shipping facilities in interstate
commerce to producers who will not
observe fair price schedules.
The public has a paramount in¬

terest in economic coal produc¬
tion. It feels that it has been vic¬
timised by the 1922 strike. And it
is resolved that future good ¿halt
come out of present evil through a
t»ane reorganization of the coal in¬
dustry.

>
After Many Years

To go back eight years is to go
back to one of the great turning
points in human history. The Ger¬
man military machine, smashing its
way across Belgium, had driven
the French line back and back and
back. Never was there a darker
hour for civilization and freemen,
for all that the Western world had
built since the days of Greece. Then
in a day came the great turn in the
tide. All the mystery of that victory
has not been cleared away, may
never be cleared away. In every
epochal battle there is some decisive
factor that cannot be explained. But
the credit and glory of J offre, of
Franc«, of the British "contempt¬
ible«" are clear. Out of the dark¬
ness rode the greatest of victories
that in a true sense decided the
great war beyond Germany'« re¬

trieving.
To go back 145 years is to reach

another year of darkness for the
hopes of men who would be free.
The black days of the American
Revolution were at hand. Into that
darkness came a young Frenchman,
fireâ only by the thought of liberty,
seeking only the success of Ameri¬
can arms. At the age of twenty he
was made a major general in
the Revolutionary army. He wa*
wounded at Brandywine. He fought
with «kill and unfaltering courage
io battle after battle. His friend¬
ship with Washington was one of
the moving episodes of that lonely
career. It was his influence in
France which largely brought the
decisive French aid, by land under
Rochambeau, at sea under De Grasse,
which won Yorktown and the war.
His spirit was invaluable to Wash¬
ington in «¡.the darkest hours before

the dawn, it .hiñes still before
America« eye* as the image of de¬
voted friendship ard every unselfish
sacrifice.

Both near and far memories were
warm in American hearts on the
day of Lafayette and the Mame.
So will they remain, we trust and
pray, when the Marne is as far dis¬
tant as Lafayette now. For both
names stand graven on that roll of
deathless heroism in the service of,
freedom.

Those Two Giant Ships
To win the great fleet of ships

which America needs Americans
must begin not only passively to
see the need of ships but actively
to work for them. They must learn
to think ships. They must begin to
talk them just as all New York
talked ships back in the days of the
great clippers . those magnificent;
'50s when the American flat? ruled
all seven seas and there were no
ships to compare with our great
merchantmen in cargoes, spread of
canvas or speed.

That is the angle from which the
announcement of two 70,000-ton
ships, projected by American capital¬
ists in the event that the shipping
bill becomes a law, is first of all to
be viewed. It is not one whit less
important than the economic status
of such leviathans. Expert opinion
has run strongly against the biggest
ships as unwieldy «nits. Perhaps it
will ultimately turn the scales
against this project. But in any
(.vent the proposal is welcome news
of the power and resolve of Ameri-
can capitalists to restore our flag
to the seas once the nation supports
their efforts as other nations sup¬
port their fleets.
Such ships would be a standing

call to the sea the country over.
They would fire the imagination of
the farmev boy in Kansas, of the
miner in Pennsylvania. Our travel;-,
ing public would take a patriotic in-
lerest in the perennial trans-Atlantic
contest. Such leadership upon the
most conspicuous of routes might
well be the turning point in pre¬
paring America to shift its gaze sea-
ward after a half century of in- jternal development. These are among
the facts which it would be neces-
sary for the Shipping Board to con¬
sider in passing upon the payment
of a subsidy to such vessels. In any
broad, farseeing plan for the de-
velopment of our fleet it might well
he that the building of two such
boats would be a prudent and profit- jable step, even though operated at I
considerable cost. Discretion to con-1sider al! these questions and grant,
withhold or increase a subsidy would
be reposed in the board by the ship- jping bill now pending.
The passage of that bill is a con- !

dition precedent to any action of
capitalist*. It would not mean that
the building of these two great ships
would be necessarily approved. It
would mean that if in a broad view
of the problem their keels would jpromote the welfare of the whole
carrying trade of the nation there I
would be the ir.cney and the agencies
to see that th'.'v were promptly laid
flown.

The First Circumnavigation
To-day, by a striking coincidence,

at the very moment when a daring
attempt is being made to circum¬
navigate the globe in an airplane, is
the four hundredth anniversary of
the first achievement, of that feat in
a vessel sailing upon the ocean.
From caravel and galleon to air¬
plane, 400 years!
The quadricenienary of Magel-,

j ian's high achievement may well be
commemorated extensively and con-
BpicubUily, especially in the United
States, whose flag now floats over
the Philippines, which were the
richest fruitage of the great yoy-
ager'n discoveries. As it is, the chief

| celebration is to be at Madrid ex-

| setly 400 years after the day when
the Basque navigator Juan Sebas-

', tian del Cano, with eighteen com¬
panions, all that were left of the

I at expedition, in the taravel
\'ittoria, reached Seville.
The story of the epochal voyage

is, of course, well known. Setting
cut on August 2a, 1519, and coasting
along South America, the armada
'penetrated the strait" which since
then has borne Magellan's name,
then entered the Pacific. Sailing
in a diagonal line, the squadron\tm March 16, 1521, arrived at Cebu,

t
in the heart of the Philippines Here
Magellan contracted a close friend-
ship with the treacherous native

« , reign Zebu, who professed Chris-
Uianity to please and utilize his
Catholic friends. Undertaking an
expedition to conquer for the
Catholic faith and the King of
Cebu the neighboring island of
Mactan, Magellan was killed there
in a fight with the islanders on April
_:. 1621.
Deprived of its chief, the expedi¬

tion reached Europe under the com-
mand of its lieutenant. When, on
September 8, 1622, the Vlttoria

[reached Seville, which she had left
j three years and fourteen days be-1
| fore, she was the only surviving veS-
»el of the five which had set out.

Del Cañó was ennobled by Charles
V. who authorized him to place in
his arm» the motto "Primus circum-
dedisti me." Del Cano's statue
stands in the patio of the Ministry

j of State, in Madrid, among others
representing the^ilIustriou6 men of
Spain, it is the work of the Aeulptor
Ricardo Beîîver. It attracts above

all the attention by the following in¬
scription:
Por tierra y »or mar profundo,
Con imán y derrotero,
Un Vascongado *1 primero
Dio* la vuelta el todo el mundo.
Which freely translated means :

By land and by sea profound,
With compass and tempest-hurled,
A Basque was the first who found
A highway encircling the world.
-_

Telling It to Europe
The utterances in Europe of James

M. Cox, who, it may be remembered,
ran against Mr. Harding for
the Presidency, ^íave apparently de¬
prived the Pittsburgh ^ publisher
Alexander P. Moore of his sense of
humor. Mr, Cox, having followed
the advice to "See America First!"
during his campaign, has been seeing
Europe, and, not content with see¬
ing, has also done some telftng. His
remarks have not differed much from
those which he made during the 1920
campaign, and so have contained
nothing particularly alarming. Yet
Mr. Moore, apparently fearing that
a prophet who was without honor in
his own country might be taken seri¬
ously abroad, has seen fit to lecture
the Europeans about being too cred¬
ulous.

Mr. Moore is unduly apprehensive.
The Europeans know little of our

political affairs, but one lesson which
they have learned, and will not for-
get, is not to accept at too high n

value the assurances of Americans
who do not represent American opin-
ion. Their experience with Mr. Wil¬
son opened their eyes, though too
late. It. is unlikely that Mr. Wilson's
defeated candidate, reviving Mr.
Wilson's assurances about American
participation in the League of Na¬
tions, will be listened to with undue
credulity. His words will, of course,
be received with the utmost cour-

tesy. But in Europe courtesy is not
necessarily synonymous with belief.

Mr. Moore is right in his belief
that too many Americans have been
lecturing in Europe about what
America will or will not do.

Turkey's Comeback
The Allied powers failed to im¬

pose the Treaty of Sèvres on beaten,
discouraged, divided Turkey. How
can they hope to impose it, so far
as concerns the Turkish homeland.4
the core of the old empire.on the
victorious Anatolian state?
The answer is, of course, that they

don't expect to enforce the suspended
parts of the treaty, those which lost:
their meaning for the Entente when
Constantine was restored to the
Greek throne. Great Britain, France
and Italy told him when he returned
to Athens that the territories and
responsibilities confided to Venizelos
could' not pass into his faithless
hands. He went to war to take title j
to them by the sword. He has lost
them. Greece also has lost them,
That is a fair enough argument for
Mustapha Kemal to make.

Greece forfeited the gains of the
war by an act of childish petulancy.
The Allied powers decided at Lon-
don in 1921 to give Western Asia j
Minor back to Turkey and to dimin-
ish Greece's holdings in Thrace.
Djemal Bey, a Nationalist statesman i
now in Vienna, sets up a claim to all
eastern Thrace, to the Gallipoli
Peninsula and to Constantinople,
but says he is willing to see the
Dardanelles and the Bosporus opened j
up to shipping under international
guaranties.
Great Britain will be loth to re-

tire from Constantinople, in spite of
the fact that such a withdrawal!
would help greatly to quiet the dis-'
content of her Moslem subjects. Per-
haps the Turks will consent to some j
form of internationalization, with
only nominal Turkish control of the
imperial capital and seat of the
Caliphate. It would be a crime
«.gainst history to restore full Turk¬
ish sovereignty on the shores of the
Golden Horn. The Turk passed back
to Asia as a penalty of his centuries
of misdeeds as a European power.
He gained vigor when he was re-

planted on his ancient home soil. It
would probably be better and safer
for the Turkish nation, which has
shown such remarkable recuperative
power, to remain Asiatic. A return
to Constantinople would bring the I
government once more into the vor-
tex of European intrigue for mas-1
tery there.political, financial and
economic.

Mustapha Kemal may want to
come back through pride, although
prudence may tell him' that his
power would last much longer at-
Angora. The final solution will de-
pend on the possibility of Entente
agreement on a tenancy of the
straits. Greece being excluded by
defeat, some sort of Turkish rein-
statement may have to be tolerated !
in default of a politically workable
scheme of internationalization.

Insect Destroyers
The invasion of American harbors

by the Teredo navalis affords an¬
other reminder of the peril to which
man and his works are subjected by
some of the apparently weakest and
most insignificant of creatures. The
teredo is a soft, wormlike mollusk
which a touch of the foot would
transform into lifeless pulp. Yet
since the days of PUgy it has been
one of the great terrors of ships and
harbors, destroying vessels and
docks by its borings and even now,
despite all science, wherever wood is
used beneath the water it is a for¬
midable menace.

Another striking illustration of

insect deatructiveness has been pro¬
vided in the timber work of the roof
of Westminster Hall. That wonder¬
ful fourteenth century structure was
discovered to be in danger of col¬
lapse because of the ravages of the
"death watch" beetle, that curious
little insect whose eight or ten taps
with his horny head are the basis of
a widespread superstition. But the
creature's bite is literally far worse
than its bark. For in the course of
centuries it ate the heart, out of the
huge oak timbers of the Westmin¬
ster Hall roof, until they were mere
shells, with cavities into which a
man might almost crawl. At last
the framework of the roof has been
restored, but the work has taken
eight years and cost more than half
a million dollars.
The white ants of the trópica and

the grasshopper, the boll weevil, the
gypsy moth, the Colorado beetle, the
San José scale and other small crea¬

tures have been among the worst
pests of agriculture and the allied
industries, and many other tiny in¬
sects, formerly regarded merely as

irritating, are the sole disseminators
of deadly diseases. .In view of such
revelations of science a new signifi¬
cance is given to the ancient story of
Egypt's plagues, and to the ancient
sage's vision of the mournful days
when "the grasshopper shall be a

burden."

Both Murder and Suicide
The manufacturera and sellers of

wood alcohol disguised as whisky arc

in the business of murder. If Dis¬
trict Attorney Ruston runs down, as

he expects to do, those who have
"been supplying the stuff which has
already killed eleven persons in
Brooklyn, their punishment should
be exemplary enough to drive others
of their stripe from their unspeak¬
able trade.
But there is little chance that

paijpn liquor will not continue to be
sold while there are persons foolish
enough to buy it. One who drinks
the bootleggers' concoctions ought to
know that he takes long chances.
Two-thirds of the liquor they dis¬
pense is probably poisonous to some
degree, and the consumer of it, if he
is not murdered, like the wood alco¬
hol victims, is virtually committing
suicide by installments.

More Truth Than Poetry
By James J. MonUgue

_.-

The Golfer's Lament
I know the reason why I topAnd slice and hook my mashies,
And why the little pellets flop

As dead as last year's ashes.
Not much intelligence it takes
To see where I have blundered,

And notice all the fool mistakes
That keep me plus a hundred.

And that is,why 1 flub still more
When friends beside me chat¬

ter:
"Old man, you're ruining your

score ;
We'll tell you what's the

matter."
The more I'm laden with advice
The greater are the chances

That I'll be sure to hook and slice
And tee from crooked stances.

To lam the bullet straight ahead
I painfully endeavor.

Then some one says "Keep down
your head!"

And that shot's gone forever.
When putts are dropping right

along,
And some well-meaning brother

Observes, "My boy, you're stand¬
ing wrong,"

I never sink another.
I'm not so bad when I'm alone
And free, from every fetter;On some occasions I've been
known

To make a par, or better.
The old effective tricks Ï tryThat I had long forgotten,Because no friend is standing byTo tell me why I'm rotten.
But when companions give me

tips,
Or talk to me astutelyOf why I flub my drives and

chips,
I'm ruined absolutely!

He Can't Keep His Mind on the
Compass

One reason why the ship of stata
yaws on her course is that too many
people are allowed to talk to the
man at the wheel.

Discretion
The President of Guatemala has

fled. Evidently they are about to
have a railroad strike down there.

Dismal Outlook
Little coal is being mined, and all

the wood supply is needed to meet
the needs of the bootleggers.

(Copyright by James 3. Montague)

The "Anti" Weapon
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It does not seem to be necessary
now for the successful politician to
know or care what the majority want.
About 40 per cent of the number who
could vote do not take the trouble to
dc so. Of those who do vote a large
portion vote as Republicans or Demo¬
crats and not as discriminating indi¬
viduals, the candidate's personality not
counting for much.
Naturally politics grows into a busi-

ntsss and the field is clear for any re¬
form movement with an attractive
name. An Anti-Saloon League may exact
promises from any or all candidates,
as nobody would like to be called a
friend of the saloons. Later we get
Volsteadism whether we like it or not,
for it is In the nature of reform move¬
ments to go to the limit.

Let us consider the possibilities in a
different sort of reform movement.
Would not an anti-profiteering league
appeal to the masses as strongly as did
th« Anti-Saloon League? What candi¬
date for election to Congress or to a
legislature or.even to a board of alder¬
men would like to be dubbed a cham¬
pion of profiteering?

J. HOWARD COWPERTHWAIT.
New York, Sept. 5f 1921

The Tower
THE WABRIOIl

DOWN, deep down, whore the waters
run

Jade ftiifl gold in the ihsde nnd «un,
Yellow perch in n dusky band.
Nose about on the yellow sand.
In and out of the swaying weeds
Dart and hurry the pumpkin-seeds;
Like s cloud through the tranquil pool
Floats the arrowy shiners' school.
A gleam of brome und a swirl! Alas!
Food for his highn,'S»t iki mighty base!
Scant in beauty or grace is be;
Blunt and squat ns a fish can bo,
With o traplike jaw and a broad breast,

full
Of the muscles and thews of a little

bull;
Broad, stout fins and a broad, stout tail
And a chunky body in tarnished mail.
Rut the God of all fishermen held him

dear
And gave him ft heart.and omitted

fear.
A surly, defiant, courageous mass

Of ivo-r and no quarter is he, the has*.
Prom the stalwart spines of his back-

fin's crest
To the heavy scales of his mighty

chest
He is packed with the spirit of come

what may
A corscleted warrior, loving the fray.
They know full well who have met

bis ire.
That his fishy form holds a heart of

fire;
A red hot heart that has learned aright.
The valiant gospel of fight, light, fight.
Truculent, up through the water grass
Swims his kifthncRsl the mighty boss.
The wolfish pickerel, green and pearl,
Comes to your lure with a mighty swirl
Out of his ambush beneath a logAnd tugs.and quits like a beaten dog.But the black bass strikes with a burst

of spray,
And bangs and batters his life away.To the screeching reel and the perilous

bend
Of the rod he resists to the bitter end.
Not an. inglorious way to pass
Is the death of the gasping, unbeaten

bass.

A correspondent signing himself "A.
Taliman" has taken us to task to the
extent of two typewritten pages because
we have spoken harshly at times con¬
cerning the Ku-Klux Klan. Mr. Tall-
man's arguments are impressive. So is
his delicate senso of social classification.
"We have," says he, "members from

every walk of life.from the lowly re¬
porter to the haughty bank president."

"Perhaps," Mr. Taliman hazards fur¬ther, "some day you may feel inclined
to seek the truth as to the. Klan." We
refus« to take any further interest in
the. organization until we are informed
whether it also admits copy readers and
city editors.

"Well, They DO Say"-
(Found h» F. R. in The News of the High¬

lands, Highlands Falls, X. Y.i
PERSOXA1,.My wife having- threatened to

leave rhy bed and board because of her
objection to my lady friends. I hereby notifythat 1 will be no longer responsible for anydebts Incurred by her. Jimmy Smith, 185Main St.

After reading of the fate of the young
woman who refused the detective ser¬
geant's offer of marriage, we know we'll
never have courage now to decline to
buy any more police game tickets.

CONFESSIONS OF A PINCH HITTER
Euterpe

Our muse U6ed to be a nice, well-be¬
haved girl. She never was brilliant or
beautiful or even stylish. Yet apart
from a slight metrical limp that you
didn't notice after you knew her and a
fondness for rhyming moon and June,
vain and pain and fire and desire, she
was all right, as muses go.

She was staid and unobtrusive. She
had none of the wild yearning» of the
present generation for bobbed hair and
vers libre. She was just a quiet, re¬

spectable, modest, Presbyterian muse.
We liked her.
And then they made us edit a

column.
Our muse used to be plump. She is

wan and haggard now, and her joints
stick up like those of an emaciated cow.
She used to be placid and self-contained.
If she sees us as much as look at a type¬
writer; these days, she bursts into sobs.
She was once affectionate and trustful.
Now, when she sees us coming, she goes
and sticks her head into a corner, like
Bill Sikes's dog.
She was built for comfort. Her true

sphere was the verses to be put with
presents in the Christmas stockings.
We have used her for speed. For forty-
odd weeks she has been inspiring our
lyrics, three and four a week. That's
why she looks that way. That is also
why they sound that way.
We have employed our kind, helpful,

obliging, flivver-runabout muse for
heavy trucking and sprints. We have
nicked her gears and cracked her crank-
case and bent a radius rod. We have
tried to get her up Parnassus on high.
We have bumped her over sonnets;
urged her through ballades; dftvwi her
smack into rondeaux. The .wonder is
that she didn't simply fall to pieces
long ago.
And now that we are through with

her, we are going to follow the tradi¬
tional masculine method and cast her
off. She has given and given and given.
We have been amazed to find what she
could do when you treated her rough.
Now we are going to toss her aside like
an old glove. Not that we do toss aside
our old gloves. We give them to ftur
wife, who wears them at night after
cold-creaming her hands. But, anyway,
we're through with her.the muse, we

mean.

But, there is this much to say in ex¬

tenuation of our conduct: We're not
jilting her for any one else. We're
through. From now on we're celibate.
The next muso that comes and hangs
around our house can wait for employ¬
ment until our three-year-old son has
his first love affair.

Prussia Is about to levy a heavy tax
upon gluttony. If they will act like¬
wise with the six other deadly sins the
payment of the war debt is assured

F. F. V.

THERE MAY BE SOME GOOD ARGUMENTS AGAINST Tup
STRIKE INJUNCTION, BUT THIS IS NOT ONE OF THEM

Copyright, 1822, N>w York Tribun» In»-.

Oddments and Remainders bv PercV Hammond
CABLES from London say that the

Majestic has sailed for New York
with 2,178 passengers in her cargo, in¬
cluding Samuel Untermyer, Frank A.
Vanderlip and Miss Mabe! Normand.
In case you are one of those who study
conditions abroad through wharf in¬
terviews with the returned travelers,
this announcement is replete with
promise. Within a day or two we
shall hear more news of a noisy world.
The American, home-coming from his
errands to foreign ports, is a her¬
ald, rich in fruitful tidings, and he is
not averse to sounding them as he ar¬
rives upon the quay.

* * .

We learn from him, as he docks him¬
self, that the smoke of prosperity is¬
sues from pottery chimneys hard by
Niederbieber in Germany; and that the
sleek cattle on fertile farms near
Munich are fat with milk and beef¬
steaks. Or that in Bonn an underfed
child was seen, and that despair was
prevalent among some of the inhabi¬
tants of Halle and Cologne. The aim¬
less, insect gestures of the German
mark, the vermin of finance, are de¬
scribed; and the rudeness» of writers to
Americans in the Hotel Adlon. The
French are advised to seize the Ruhr,
and if they do so, we learn from the
voyagers, Trotzky will be annoyed.
America must intervene with her heal¬
ing, human embrocations; America must
keep out because she is a bewildered hick
among the wiser #nd the greedier peo^
pies.

* * ?

The Baroness d'Erlanger, née Roche
of New York, is pictured to us in hei

large, indifferent negotiations with the
croupiers at Monte Carlo, a tranquil
investor in roulette, and remote from
gaming's flushed cheeks and pantings.
Anatole France kisses 8. Jay Kauf-
mann of "The New York Globe" upon'both cheeks in the presence of Mis»
Eva Le Gallienne. Mr. Cox, a whilom
Presidential aspirant, discovers No.
10 Downing Street, and utters vehe-
mant international outcries thereafter.
The Riviera's blasé sands we are told
are strewn with the tonic and deco-
rative shapes of the women of the New
World; and Walker D. Hines, the
American economist and administrator,
discovers that conditions in Europe are
rapidly becoming no better. Misa
Katherine Dickey, the ebullient bank¬
er's daughter of Atlanta, reluctantl*.
tells the ship reporters how she hurl
the feelings of King Alfonso at t
dance in Deauville, when she quit hin
in the middle of the ballroom to em¬
brace her male parent who had beei
away from her for four days. "I sen
the King an apology," she explained t<
the interviewers, "by the Prince o
Rumania," thus squaring the eunnj
southland and herself with etiquette

« « .

So one looks eagerly toward th¡
arrival, of the Majestic with its 2,17
potential essayists on the topic o

Europe's placidities and nervousnesses
They will, no doubt, further pour th
oils of explanation and understBndin
upon the heavy seas of emr perplexit
concerning the condition of thing
across, as the saying is, the pond. M
Vanderlip may be depended upon to h

in a breast-beating mood. The rooi
hold of his pessimism is usua
of a groaning cargo of despair
doubt it has reason to be. Mr. '.
myer'e» impressions, being thofe
shrewd, sunshiny and constructive *¦.'.¦..*.'
York attorney at law, will, of
possess the glow of at least a '>.»
of the rainbow's cheerful tint«
investigations and the impress
neither Vanderlip nor Unterm*»^
be so widely read perhaps or so inni-
oughly reflected upon as those
Normand, the movie pet.^ She w
us as she debarks onto the pit
things we want to know.

. . m

Moreover, there bava set sai

England the seventy-three woiWM
students of Wooster (Ohio) Coüefre.
who, under the guidance of the Rev. tlr
James J. Kelso, dean of the faculty
have been scrutinizing the shops.
chancelleries, parliaments, lar^
art museum», çjafés and arrhltectur«
of the Old World. These schoîn-
will have some good things to s«? t*-
us, «when they reach Hoboken, «bo;
a h<*misphere in the pangs of pseud*-
convalescence. its ecßnonfict and Its
millinery. I got a keen rlew of tfi«1
European chaos from an interview »1
Quarantine not long ago with Mi»«
Edna Ferber, one of my foar f&vor^
American novelists. "I paid three
time« as much for a bottle of French
perfume in Paris," she corapUiW-
"as I would have paid in Ne» ^*J*
* * * Tourists should not be allo***<l
in Europe."

What Readers Are Thinking
Fiat Money

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: One of your correspondents

suggests as a method of paying for the
bonu3 the issuance of paper currency
with nothing behind it.; in other words,
fiat money. From his letter "Stand¬
patter" could hardly be taken for a

person who has studied economics.
Fiat money has been tried in many

countries, usually to raise funds at
times when taxes were high and other
forms of revenue were exhausted. This
system of paper money has been tried
here and we need go no further than
our own experience to realir.« the foUy
of repeating. At the time of our
Revolutionary War the colonies is¬
sued the "continentals," whicji soon
became so valueless that they could
be bought for coin at a rate of 225
to 1. Again, following 1863, the value
of the greenbacks, commonly known
a» "shlnplasters," dropped to 36c to
the dollar.
Now, why? Surely not entirely be¬

cause our credit was poor, but mainly
because paper money to have any value
must have something in the form of a

commodity back of it, or the paper soon

becomes almost worthless and the coin
with which the paper is not inter¬
changeable at par disappears from cir¬
culation. The result.look at the
present Russian and German monetary
systems.
"Standpatter" refers to our national

credit standing, which, as he says, is
the highest in the world; but paper
money ,carinot be issued backed by
faith only.

It is true we hav« some $400,000,-
000 of greenbacks in circulation now,

but for years there has been a gold re¬
serve of about $150,000,000 back of
them. They are no longer fiat moneyIn th« true meaning of the term.
The total of our entire paper cur¬

rency and coin In circulation amounts
to only a few billions of dollars. The
issue of between three and four bil¬
lions of fiat money probably would re¬
sult in rising prices and general
calamity. HAROLD B. SEARLES.

Plainfield, N. J., Sept. 5, 1922.

Berlin's Famine Cry
To the Editor -of The Tribune.

Sir: "Berlin fa»Ts famine rides win-i
ter blast." How tan this be? Is__It jthe usual propaganda from Berlin?!
Germany did not have a farm destroyed, jbut on the contrary stole millions oC}eattle, poultry, horses, etc., from Bel-
gium and France. Her mines, forests,
manufactures are in perfect order.

Let Germany work and pay. She
tries to deceive her victims and to
fool ue. W. L.
(The father of a boy who gave hfs

life for our country.)
New York, Sept. 4, 1922.

Not So Sure
To.the Editor of The»Tribune.

Sir: Stephen P. Sturges in his let¬
ter to-day Is dorrect in assuming that
the strike leaders have no right to
precipitate national ruin in further-
anee of their own selfish ends.
Yet he adds: "Surely 4 per cent

of the citizens cannot coerce 96 per!
cent." What about the Eighteenth
Amendment? JERSEY.

Paterson, N. J., Sept. 5, 1922.

Allied Debt Reduction
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Our people are slowly wskln«
up to the fact that It Is foolish *o
look for any return from our Euro¬
pean credits from any country wit!»
the. possible exception of Great
Britain, and we must wait a *oei
while for that.
We did not len* the Allies mf 1

money. All those charges were for
goods supplied. If we should receit*
four billions on the whole eleven. ©*r

people would be the richer for Us*
whole transaction. Again, we furnish«'!
those supplies to enable the AiHe* *»
save us from being conquered by Ger¬
many, which would have been inevi¬
table had Germany been a very little

^

stronger, wiser or tackier.
Now, what can and ought we to &*

to save Europe (on which our

Verity depends) from general bank¬
ruptcy.not merely financie!, but Í«
He civilization? We nhould at lets*
scale down the interest on the loes»
from 5 per cent to 8 per cent from th«
beginning. Eve« this would tone up
our home credits to that we could re¬

issue ail of our bonds at % per cent- M
is not many year« «ince our govern¬
ment borrowed at 2 per cent, sné
some of the cities as low «. 3 per cent.
Were trti« don» Great Britain would **

encouraged to begin payments at one*«
a feeling of hope would become general
and the world of trade would start
into new life.
Has Congress enough business Matyiß,

and moral courage to make a move'
JOHN K. AYRR.

HÎ*. Wash., Sept. 1, 1922.


