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The Ruhr as Security

It is a welcome sign that even in

many there is now realization that

the first and greatest problem to be |

faced §s the obtaining from Ger-
many of assurances that she will in

OWes.

What Germany could have paid as‘
reparations had she in good faith ac- |
copted the judgment of the world
vill probably never be known, for
from the day of the Versailles|
Treaty her government and her
nanciers have consistently used
very method that ingenuity could
lovise to evade payment. Thl') vast
ums have been shipped overseas
a8 conceded by Mr. Bonar Law. Thel-
ecord of the printing presses that|
ave debased the German mark is a
astter of common knowledge. Great
ardship tus resulted to the middle

iasses living upon fixed salaries and |
3 the laboring classes, whose mount- |
ng wages have failed to compensate
»r the rapidly diminishing purchas-
ng value of the mark, But great|
irofits have been made from this in-!
‘ation and German industry has
oen active.

The problem that now confronts |
@ Allies and the United States is |
» determine what sum it is practi- |
ible to collect from this nation
hieh for three years has shipped
3 assets beyond the jurisdiction of
106 court, so to spenk, and now seeks
« plead s voluntary bankruptey.
liere Is agreement among many of
i experts who have studied the
‘oblem that the sum lies between
'0,000,000,000 and £15,000,000,000,
nis is less than half of the $32.
0,000,000 fixed by the London con-
rence, which, in turn, was but a
action of the vast sum that Mr.
oyd George thundered for in his
st farthing” mood of the Ver-
illes conference.

Had Germany in good faith sought
pay the judgment found against
«+ and it had proved beyond her
swer there would be a very dif-
rent problem before the Allies to-
1y. There would be general wil-
igness to make concessions, to ren-
¢ help by loans and to rely upon
ermany’s word to live up to any
vision that was reached. The case
" France in 1871, shorn of Alsace
ad Lorraine and ordered to pay
1,000,000,000 indemnity within three
ars, stands as the great example
" a nation that attempts no evasion
l pays with every energy. France
1ald the whole of her indemnity six
onths before it was due, largely
wough loans from other nations.
As it {s, how ean the ereditors of
.ermany be assured that if they now
vduce the judgment she will not
ntinue her policy of evasion and
ttempt to secure yet another reduc-
ion? It in from this point of view
hat the French insistence upon oc-

' ing
ood faith begin to pay what she[ﬂ"’ man who can be found.

| poses of national defense; because,
| he proclainr~d, no one could point to

| a duty to perform for the peaple who

hunters and grafters out of office
and to keep their grasping hands off
public utilities.

If he is to be the Governor of

g a is i rill
aoarters most sympathetic to Ger-| New York this is the course he wi

pursue.
ments without weighing the fitness
of the man for the office and reject-
him if he is not the best quali-

If he takes suggestions and rec-
ommendations from Murphy the
people will discover too late that it
is Murphy and not Smith that they
clected Governor in November. If

any mandate whatever was given to!
Alfred E. Smith by the people of |inspired member
New York it was a mandate to con- |

duct his office in the interest of the
whole people and not in the interest
of Tammany Hall.

Why Insure or Prepare?
Senator Borah laughed loudly st
the notion of certain Senators who
wanted a merchant marine for pur-

any war that was “Imminent.” That
seems to be the favorite argument
nowadays of the anti-preparedness
devotees—just as it was in 1013,
War has been made unlikely on the
Pacific by the four-power pact and

He will make no appeoint- |

the $760 been a native American he
would have gone unineulted and un-
recompensed. It evidently pays not
to have a thick hide and to come
from a country rich in the vocabu-

lary of insult.

e et
Forestalling the Coal Shark
No better service has been pere

formed by the fuel administration

than that of Insuring a coal supply
to people of limited means at & fair
price. During the coal famine of

1902 the bucket dealers sold cosl at

a price that ran sometimes as high

as $36 a ton. The poor consumer

had to puy this price or freeze.
The system which hau been intro.
duced this year has worked admi-
rably thus far. Coal is vended in
very small lots at the ton price
which large consumers must pay.

lcan be reached conveniently, and
their locations have been published
in the newspapers.

With the supply short of the de-
nd there is likely to be gouging
here and there,

stock to any desler caught profiteer-
ing thia will soon come to an end.
Rationing i= likely to be necessary
for at least too montha more, and it

{ people of ull conditions a rr_n,-nnnhl'j
land honestly priced supply.
e —

Art for Politics' Sake

Finanelal geniuses appear to arise
when they are needed. In the dark
hours of the Republic Alexander
the rock of public
stream of revepue
Here in the metropo-
nds run low some
of the Board of
Education snatches a portrait of De
Witt Clinten from the walls of the
board room and disposes of it for
enough money to pay & judgment
against his department for $140

Thus the problem of where the

| Hamilton smote
credit and a
| gushed forth.
lis when echool fu

| money for schools is coming from is |

golved. Other portraits of distin-
guished former mayors and gover-
nors adorn the interiors of public
buildings. As fast as claims are
filed they can ba sold to meet them.
And even if all the relatives of John
H. McCooey, Mr, Murphy's Brooklyn
satrap, aspire to high-salaried posl-
tions in the sehools the funds can be
readily provided.

the chance of our fighting anybody

ish the army and navy and forget |
about a merchant marine—even |
though it was a merchant marine, |
the British, that enabled the Amer-

his theory all along the line. The
risk of a “fire-proof” bullding burn-
ing down is obviously small. No fire
can possibly be shown to be "immi-
nent.” Therefore, cancel all insur-
ance on your “fMre-proof” bulldings.
Or since national defemse involves
lives quite as much as property take
the parallel of a modern school
building. Every precaution has been
taken to reduce fire risk in it. The
chance that it will burn down is, let
us say, one in a million instead of
one in a thousand. Why waste the
time and energy of school children in
that obsolete relic, a fire drill?

Cancel your insurance policies.
Stop all fire drills in schools. Then
go ahead and end all preparedness
for national defense. We hope Sen-
ator Borah will round out his pro-
gram for gambling upon all perils
not “imminent.”

Pigs and Damages

Secretary Wallace has sung the
pean of the pig, and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has published
glowing accounts of the profits made
by home pig clubs for boys and girls,

This is a fine iden, but to be eon- |
sistent the Senator ought to apply |

the large stone building on the east-
ern edge of Central Park at Eighty-
gixth Street. This building contains
many pictures, whose combined value

iean army to arrive in tinic in 1918, | runs into the millions. If & way can
be found to sell them, even though
the title to them is not vested in the |

city, tho entire McCooey contingent
can be kept in excellent places even
to the fourth or fourteenth genera-
tion.

Raphael's “Madonna™ alone could
be instantly turned into a quarter of
a million dollars in cash. Paintingz
by Rembrandt, Ver Meer and a score
of other old mastera would pay the
galaries of all the Tammany appli-
cants for pedagogical positions who
have managed to get through high
school, and there might even ba a
little money left over to bulld a
couple of new school bulldings.

Just a hasty collection trip through
the museam would prove more lucra-
tive than a raid on the Mint. And
though the city has not at present
the right to dispose of these art
treasures and some of them are
loaned by thelr owners, an organiza-
tion like Tammany with full power
in the city could, by asserting the
| power of eminent domaln, condemn
and sell them whenever new jobs
were demanded by the supporters of
the boass,

The ignorant cry out upon art as

but it has remained for an Italian
citizen of White Plains to show that
pigs can be profitable, even when
not possessed on the hoof, on the ham
or in the sausage. A Frenchman of

upation of the Ruhr is to be dis-

ussed. No one can in good faith
juestion the intentions of France in
‘he Ruhr. Her government has re-

watedly disavowed any thought of |
onquest and has stated that if she |
she
would simply hold such territory as
she oceupied as security for all the

went further into Germany

Allies against German default.

There is surely nothing startling

in the idea of a creditor's demanding
collateral or security for a debt from |
a slippery debtor. The Allies are oc- |
cupying the Rhineland upon exaetly |
that principle. Germany in 1871 oc- |
cupied far more of France than the
Rhineland and the Ruhr together,
und retreated step by step only as
¢ach payment was made and de-|
livered. !
The objections to the occupation of
the Ruhr are wholly practical. It is
a costly project. It may hamper
Germany's industry and thus lessen
her ability to pay. For these reasons
some central control of German
finance may well be preferable. But
what we witk 1o insist upon is that
the question of seizing the Ruhr is
simply a practical one of how best to
enforce collection from an elusive
dabtor. Surely if the United States
approaches the problem with knowl-
edge of the facts and a realization
that some security is necessary
agreement can be reached with
France and with England.
France has been left stricken by
an invader 1o rebuild her ruins thus
far @ driblet of reparations

his acquaintance had the temerity tu
apply the epithet “cochon!” to him
{in the course of a dispute, and in

the suit promptly brought against

{the Frenchman by the Italian the
| jury handed the latter n verdict of
| 8760, evidently for defamation of
character. The testimony must have
' been convineing as to the extent of
| the affront, for the judge pronounced
the verdict sensible and the amount
right.

To the Anglo-Saxon the pig has
never been an object of particular
antipathy. Its name when applied
to humans has implied selfishness or
bad maners. Evidently even a pro-
longed contemplation of pigpens
and a diligent search of ancient au-

| thorities did not inspire Noah Web- | Egyptians, Mexicans and what not.

ster to characterize the pig as any-

| thing worse than a young swine, and | “surveyed mankind frond China to

the swine in turn as “artiodactyl
animals of omnivorous habits.” In
this he does not differ much from
Messrs. Funk & Wagnalle, who de-
scribe & hog as “an omnivorous
suoid mammal” All three are im-
pressed with the gluttonous nature
of the beast, as is any one who
listens to him eat.

swine, be he pig or hog, has some-
thing about him sufficiently repulsive
to make the use of his name a term
of reproach, Whether it be “cochon!”
“puerco!" “poreo!” or the more ex-
plosive German “Schweinhund!” the
recipient is almest sure to consider
himself mortally insulted. Had the

to ald. In i¥sisting now upon better
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having no practical value—like other
| manufactured products such as home
| brew and radio sets; but if it can be
| made to educate the children of a
| great city and at the same time
keep hundreds of faithful Tammany
voters on ‘the pay roll this opinion
| will have to be revised.

World-Wide Maine

Mr. Don C.Seitz puts the town of
Norway, Me., on th2 map in a pleas-
ant letter to “The Times.” He lived
there once and is “jealous of the
fame of the very extraordinary
number of men who have come out
of that unique community and
carved high places for themselves
in the world" He speaks of the
Kimball family, but for the rest
leaves the reader guessing who these
men were or are.
| Maine has, indeed, not only its
iINonreghna but its Danes, Swedes,

| Whoever named the Maine hamlets

| Pern”; both those countries are in-
:eluded in its boundaries along
with many intervening lands. The
world's capitals are drafied, too.
In Lisbon, if we recollect aright,
Frank Munsey thumbed his primer
—or perhaps it was in Athens, Bel-
grade, Madrid, Edinburgh, Moscow
or Vienna, if it was not in Palmyra,
Verona, 8myrna or Rome,

When Maine ran out of the geog-
raphy she named her villages for
Colonial governors, presidents and
other statesmen, with an oecasional
departure such as Bangor, which
was called after a favorite hymn,
But with all the raids on the atlas
and American history there remains
a rich residuum of Indian names,

Stations are established where thoy|

but if the fuel arl-|
ministration firmly refuses further|that pirates are once more upon the | the age of 125;
| my mind and live longer.

lis n real accomplishment to give |

Some day Mr. Murphy or Mr. Me- |

just now is small. Therefore, abol- | Cooey may wander by mistake i““’1is i

{s musie in Millinocket and the Alls-
gash, in Meddybemps (beloved of
Clare Briggs) in Cobbosseecontee,
Norridgewock and Mooselucmegun
tie. And what aboriginal triumphs
are 8 Molechunka-
munk, Pamgoodkamock and Chim-
quassibamtacook !

The wvaried wealth of Maine's
nomenclature is a delight to those
who have s taste for the stats, eitier
native or acquired. It is good to
hear Mr, Seitz boost Norway, even
if it is not a “unique community,”
s ho says, but quite typical of that
nock of the woods, Let us hope it is
still breeding hardy Norsemen 1o
send on to Park Row.

Real or Reel Pirates?

While the American newspapers
were deploring the number of bandits
in Mexico the Mexican press carried
|fongthy articles about the dangers
of life in New York and the armies

of bandits who drove taxis and
robbed peacefui citizens in broad |
| daylight on Broadway. Now, how-
ever, the Mexicans have dh:.r-m'l-sn-llI

high seas and that their vesselx are
lowned and manned by Americans.
| Nor are they meroly hootleggers or |
| yum runners. They are genuine, 100
per cont pirates, in search of trens-
ure. Their port of outfitting, accord-
ing to Mexican dispatches, is the
rmurh advertised and often maligned
| ity of San Diego, near the southern
border of California.

It is not unnatural that their
radius of operation is confined to the |
| Gulf of California. This is one of |
' the fow localities left on the Ameri-
lean Continent inaccessible and un-
traveled except by occasional mail
| steamers. Both shores are flanked |
by deserts, with only a few strag- |
| gling settlyments where some utream[
| has & sufficient all-year flow Lo make
irrigation possible. From a little
| harbor at the end of the peninsuls |
|of Lower Californis, where the town |
of La Paz is situated, some of the|
few pear] fishers on the North Amer-
ftcnn const go forth to their work. |
| The pearls from the region are often |
of fine quality, but they are com-
paratively ecarce and the work of |
getting them is slow and arduous. |
It has been estimated that only about |
one shell in & thousand contains a
pearl. |

Evidently, however, their harvest|
is sufficient to eause the Mexicans to |
think that piracy is profitable. If it
| t, and yet the pirates are there,
| why not place the blame on Holly- |
wood and appeal to Will Hays rather
| than to Secrctary Hughes to remove |
them from the high seas?

More Truth Than Poetry
By James J. Montague

A Human Wreck in the Making

He's sure to be a nervous wreck,
He always is suppressed,
His tillnlik pre-Freudian parents
[

ec
Each impulse in his breast,
He cannot squash & worm or ant
When on the walk they erawl,
Or chase the hens—in fact, he

can't
Express himself at all,

It's alwaye inhibition thls,
Or inhibitionthat;
They ery “No! nol” if he ehould
throw
A gtove lid at the cat.
And whon for yeara and years
they're banmed
The things that he enjoyed,
Too late they'll find his brilliant
mind
In totally destroyed.

He cannot smear himself with

coal
Or stick pins in the pup—
These small desires that move his

soul
Are always bottled up.
He's told that eatinf half a ple
Is sure to make him ill;
His stupid parents always try
To thwart his childish will

It's always inhibition here
And inkibition there,
Life is for him but stern and
grim—
A record of despair.

With all his impulses repressed
He'll grow up glum and sad,
And in due time he'll turn to orime

Or go stark staring mad!

A Bust
It's about time the Leagus of Na-
tions asked for walvers on the man

who Is asaigned to tha job of keep-
ing Europe out of war.

Big Saving in Time
Tha retirement of Newberry ought

to give the Senats ut least fifty more
talking days In the next sesaion,

The Side Line
Nowadays your boothgger also
given you figures on coal by the case.
(Coprright by Jumes J. Montagus)

A Christmas Story
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: May I toll » besutiful Christ-
mae story? Just s day or two ago two
tisters, young women who are working
for thelr living, brought a gift of §50
to the Soldiers and Sallors Club. “Our
brother was killed in France,” they ex-
plained, “and this Is what we would
probably have spent en his Christmas
present {f he were with us now, We
want other soldiers to have it. We've
been saving it up all the year”

1 wonder If some of your readers
who are particularly lonesome at this
Christmas tims becauss of some dear
boy who did not come home from the
war would like to follow the example
of these devoted sisters and make other
soldiers and ssilors happy.in his place?
This is the season when the heart
speaks. MRS, FRANCIS ROGERS,
President Soldiers and Ballors’ Club

of New York.

261 Madisen Avenue, New York, Deo

especially of lakes and rivers. Thers
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Captain Fitzurse claims that his
psychological discoveries antedated
those of the famous Dr. Emile Coud,
of Nancy, France, by ?‘n, YeArs.
. .

“I will be ninety-five years old on
the 28th of February, 1923," sald
Captain Fitzurse yesterday. “How
did 1 resch this great age? Sir, by
practicing the Fitzurse System! ) |
could have died a dozen times in
the last twenly years if I had
wished to. But T did not wieh to.
That is all there is to it, ”

“My present intention in to die at
but I may change

“However, 1 did not intend to
talk about myself, but about my

System. 3

He pulled from his pocket a num-
ber of letters and began to tell us
what they contained,

L] L]

-

“This one,” he said, "is from a
pair of Siamese twins, who were
formerly triplets. They felt a cer-
tain shame at being triplets . . .
it seemed too unconventional to
them, I suppose. After using the
Fitzurse System faithfully for six
months they heeame twins instead
of triplets, and they write that they
cannot thank me sufficiently for
what the Fitzurse System has done

for them.
L] L]

“And thiz one is from a gentleman
who became tired of his wife and
wished to marry another lady. She
had been very good-looking when he
married her, and he vaguely ex-

pected, without thinking very deep-
ly of the matter, that she weuld |

continue to be besutiful. He used
to argue with her about it, but In
spite of everything he sald to her
she persisted in lesing her attrac-
tiveness. Naturally, this display of
obstinacy on her part lad him to de-
test her. But there was no legal
manner in which he could get rid
of her, as she had never done any-
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FAILURE

To PUT O«gﬂ s o
A LITTLE RISTMAS ¢
REAL GOOD THAN THE GIFT (TSELF ! d

Books and So Forth ® g5« " ,

HE souree of most of the {lls that | West New York. This and some other [and Monmouth who will Bl gine

beset us currently can be traced
back to the fact that we didn't stay In
New Jaraey, whera you were born, but

Immigrated to New York at an early |

modern books were added to the course
to dispel the notion, too commonly held
by high seheol students, that all writers
of literature wrote rather dull novels,

thing amiss. He finally took up the | oo 1f we had remalned upon our native | poetry or.dry essays, and died many

Fitzurse System and gave his wife | keath we might now have the money
the suggesticn that she was a vamp. | the New York State Income Tax Bureau

She eloped with a blind man within
six weeks and he has married the
other lady, who is quite young and
very handsome, and now everybody
is happy. It in all due to the Fitz-
urse System, ho writes.

L] - L]

“And here is one from the widow
of a man who was a barbgr before
prohibition came to the country and
who used to drink a great deal.
After the Volstead act went into
effect he found a certain difficolty,
being a poor man, in getting all the
liquor he wanted.

- L] L]

“Sp he took to drinking a brand
of halr tonie which contains about
40 per cent of alcohol. After he had
been at this for nearly a year he
began to feel a tickling inside of
him. He would burst into laughter
at the most Inopportune moments,
and when asked the cause of his
mirth he would say: ‘Something
tickles mel'. 2

-

“Hls wife discovered that the poor
barber was hecoming lined with
hair, as a result of his indulgence
in the halr tenle, and she tried to
persuade him to desist. But he
would not do so. , Alas! He was
fast in the clutehes of the Drink
Demon! And he grew furrier and
furrier inside.

L] LR L]

“His wife tried the Fitzurse Sys-
tem on him. She would stand by his
bed nights and say to him, over and
over, hundreds of times: ‘Turn!
Husband! Turnl’ She meant, of
course, for him to turn from his
evil ways and ceass to drink.

L ] L] L]

#“But his unconsclous mind, which
heard her repeated adjurations, evi-
dently construed them literally. One
night the barber turned. Physical-
ly, you know, and quite inside out.

L] L] L]

“He did not survive the shock.
The for which came to the surface
was soft and silky and of the finest
quality. I have always felt that the
man's hv:l!c ‘l.i:d.g: ﬂrﬂ?cl in the
way she app terri
inherent in the Fltsurse Bm
but the result certainly shows that
the power was there. She writes
that she s more than satisfied. She
had the fur made into a stole, a muff

has taken away from us and would be
s more popular figure among our
friends and relatives, Christmas morn-
ing, than we are destined to be, this
year,

Furthermore, our literary taste might
be keener and more sppreciative If we
hadn't studied English lHterature for
four yecrs in a New York high school.
That ordeal almost cured us. It s now
some time since we wore emancipated
from George Eliot and De Quineey, and
from the day of our graduation to this
we have mever resumed contact. We
don't think we could see a produetion
of “The Merchant of Veniea" to-day
without a raminiscent shudder, and the
only reason we cherish any kindly feel- |
ing for “Ivanhoe" and “The Anclent|
Mariner” is because wo read both of |
them before their glorious bodies were
probed, flayed and disjeinted in a class-
room.

The educational method of our day
inspired true love of books about ns
much a8 & course {n physics would Im-
prove one’s apprecistion of psinting or
musle. On emerging from four years
of literary forcible feeding one thrills
no more to the art of great writers
than & man who had worked for months
in a dissecting room can respond to
the artistic appeal of a Russian ballet.

Apparently, they do these things bet-
ter In New Jorsey.

TR

Donna B. Cleveland, head of the Eng-
lish department of the West New York,
N. J,, High School, writes:

“In speaking of Willlam Beebe you
pay that no one pays any sttention to
him. You might be mildly Interested
to know that this year his “Edge of the
Jungle”™ has been added to the list of
books for special study in the junior
English classes of the high school in

yeRrs ago.

“By special study T do not mean the
old method of tearing a book to shreds
by minute analysis, nor using it for a
kind of disguised grammar study. The
students are given a certain number
of pages to read for a certain recita.
tlon, and in elass we disouas this assign-
mont, teacher and pupils together, tell-
ing what we llked or did not llke, eiting
eapecially striking passages and some-
times getting into rather deep water
in digressions, philosophical and other-
wise, that are suggested by what we
are reading. Everybody has something
to say and most of us have a great
deal of fun; perhaps the teacher has
the most of that.

“The students like ‘The Edge of the
Jungle! . . . They were a little pus-
tled by it at first; it was so different
from anything they Lad read before,
but when they had become nequainted
with it they wore enthusiastie. It was
interesting to see how it broadened

their horizons.”
- L]

If Misa Cleveland really means that
studenta in tha New Jersey high
schools are parmitted to apeak right
out in meating and tell what they did
not like in the books they have been
obliged to read we think that the edu-
cational authorities of the stats just
to the west ars doing a tremendous
work for the future of American litersa-
ture.

The chief troubls, it seams to us,
with the paople of this mation has been
thelr litarary Inferlority complex. Few
of them have the least confidences In
their own taste in books or thelr own
country's literature. Automatieally, the
American mentality, eonfronted by
volume by a native Amarican, registars
lukewarm or depracating judgment. Ar
best the book is “pretty good.” On the
other hand, there arent many great-
grandsons of the heroes of Lexington

much higher pralse o laferier besks
by English writers, Histerleslly, m
still scorn perfidious AlMss. In lbens
ture, we how before her with &a txeem
of humility.

Poopls don't say what they thish
sbout books. They say what they thisk
they ought to think

- L] L]

Only onee or twies (n our high
experience do we remember any
having the insurgent spirit to speak
and say that the book being
at the moment was stupld or, In
opinlon, badly written or untrue te
And the fate of the unforiunate
dent-breaker s vivid in our
His remarks wers recelvad sa 6
they bad been directsd sgalned
home 1ife of the prinelpal !

And yet wo think he had justin
his side. High school studeats s
entirely unqualified for
thought—that fs, If they haves)
in high school too leng. 1
course, permits mo debate.
who tries to quarrel with the
theory or the principle of Anbl
{s setting himself up sgainst
tifle testimony of the ages Bet B
values are to & large extest maten o
opinton. We think the y :
of his oonviction, says thel M
“Slas Marner” s simpld, o
large of Do Qub
ought to have his ;'d

What Readers Are Thinking

*The Last Defense”
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Bir: Your editorial "The Last De-
fense” most securately presents the
transit problem that confronts not
only the Governor-slect but the Re-
publican members-eloct of the As-
sembly, who concededly canm, if falth-
ful to thelr trust, prevent the carry-
ing into effect of the Hylan transit
poliey.

Governor Miller's transit plan

won approval from Demoerats as
well as Republicans from the
start, while t was atill pend-

ing in the Legislature, before we knew
the bills would be enacted Into laws
or whe, If they became laws, would be

same political party, and the sppoint-
ment of his two associates seomed
squally wise and happy.

We are Informed that the commis-
slon, so constituted, has worked out
a comprebensive plan which experts
commend, snd Governor-elect Smith
faces the question whether that plan
shall be retained and put Into com-
plete operation, or shall be disropted
and dlsplaced by one of which Mayor
Hylan will approve, Can there be doubt
as to what ls the duty of Republican As-
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