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The Ruhr at Security-
it i» a welcome sign that even in

«luarter» most sympathetic to Ger-
many there is now realization that
he flr»t and greate-M problem to be

1 Ifl the obtaining from (»er-

many of assurances that she will in
i faith boffin to pay what she

What Germany could have paid a»

nparation» had she in good faith ac-

rpted the judgment of the world
«.¡11 probably never l>e known, for
rom the day of the Versailles
i'reaty her government and her
mancier» have consistently uaed
very method that ingenuity could
leviee to evade payment. Tb> S vast
urns have been shipped oversea»

a» conceded by Mr. Bonar Law. The
»cord of th» printing presses that
ave debased the German mark is a

latter of common knowledge. Great
ardship l«*s resulted Us the middle
lasses living upon fixed salaries and
» the laboring cla«*'ec. who«, mount-

failed to compen»ate
¦r the rapidly diminishing purchasi¬
ng value of the mark. But great
»routs have been made from this in-
atlon and German industry has
«¦en active.
The problem that now confronts
a Allies and the United States Is

» determine what sum it is practi-
ible to collect from thin nation
hieh for three years has shipped
» assets beyond the jurisdiction of

lurt, so to speak, and now

plead a voluntary bankruptcy.
ment among many of

ie experts who have studied the
.oblem that the »urn lies between
0,000,000.000 and $15,000,000,000.
Ms i» less than half of the 132,-
'0,000,000 fixed by the London con-

renca, which, in turn, waa but a

action of the vast sum that Mr.
oyd George thundered for in his
ast farthing" mood of the Ver¬
dies conference.
Had Germany in good faith sought
pay the judgment found against
r and it had proved beyond her
«wer there would be a very dif-
rent problem before the Allies to-
\y. There would be general wil¬

es» to make concessions, to ren-

r help by loans and to rely upon
.¦rmany's word to live up to any
vision that was reached. The case

France in 1871, »horn of Alsace
! Lorraine and ordered to pay
,000,000,000 indemnity within three
ars, »tends as the great example
a nation that attempts no evasion
4 pays with every energy. France
iid the whole of her indemnity six
onths before it was due, largely
trough loan» from other nations.
A» it 1», how can the creditor» of
»rmany be assured that if they now

»jaw due» the judgment the will not
M »ntinue her policy of evasion and
^ « mpt to secure yet another reduc-

on? It is from this point of view
the French Insistence upon oc-

upation of the Ruhr is to be dis-
ussed. No one can in good faith
luestion the intentions of France in
he Ruhr. Her government has re¬

peatedly disavowed any thought of
onquest and has stated that if she
vent further into Germany she
vould simply hold such territory as

he occupied as security for all the
Vllies against German default.
There is surely nothing startling

n the idea of a creditor's demanding
-.ollateral or security for a debt from
i slippery debtor. The Allies are oc-

ing the Rhineland upon exactly
'hat principle. Germany in 1871 oc-

ed far more of France than the
Rhineland and the Ruhr together,
and retreated step by step only as

«*ach payment was made and de¬
ed.

The objections to the occupation of
the Ruhr are wholly practical. It is
a costly project. It may hamper
Germany's industry and thus leseen
her ability to pay. For these reason»

tome central control of German
finance may well be preferable. But
'vnat we n ipoa ¡s that
the question of seizing the Ruhr is

simply a practical one of how best to
enforce collection from an elusive
atetxr. Surely if the United Sutes

itches the problem with knowl¬
edge of the facts and a realization
that some security la necessary
agreement can be reached with
France and with England.
France has been left stricken by

an invader ruins thus
far v ; épuration«
Us «aid. In ¡fsikiing i.-v, upon better

BacurHy aha aaks only for whet ta ob¬
viously fair and right. It is Amer-
i«*-a 8 dnty to support h«r demand.
Whcthar that «ectiTrity la beat to ba
found in th« Misara of the Ruhr or

by other meaBurea is a practical de¬
tail of minor importan« aa to which
a reaaonabla decision can surely be
reached.

Smith or Murphy?
Oovernor-«l«ct Smith knows «srery

man In Tammany Hall aa well as he
knows Mayor Hylan. He has grown
up with the organization. He can

have no illusions about it. But it
was not Tammany Hall that made
Mr. Smith Govarnor. And it will
not be Tammany Hall to which he is
responsible for the government of

<tate of New York during the
next two years.
Whether or not Mr. Smith want«

to be Président of the United States
-.and no one could blame him for
harboring such an ambition.h? ha«
a duty to perform for the people who
elected him. That duty is to give the
state a clean, honest and able admin¬
istration, to keep professional place
huntera and grafters out of office
and to keep their grasping hands off
public utilii.

If he is to be the Governor of
New York this is the course he will
pursue. He will make no apr
ments without weighing the fitne«*s
of the man for the office and reject-
in««; him if he is not the best quali¬
fied man who can be found.

If he takes suggestions and rec¬

oinmendations from Murphy the
people will discover too late that it
is Murphy and not Smith that they
elected Governor in November. Jf
any mandate whatever was given to
Alfred E. Smith by the people of
New York it was a mandate to con¬

duct his office in the interest of the
whole people and not in the interest
of Tammany Hall.

Why Insure or Prepare?
Senator Borah laughed loudly at

the notion of certain Senators who
wanted a merchant marine for pur¬
poses of nntional defense; because,
he proclainrvi, no one could point to
any war that was "imminent." That
seems to be the favorite argument
nowadays of the anti-preparedness
devotees.just as it was in 1913.
War has been made unlikely on the
Pacific by the four-power pact and
the chance of our fighting anybody
just now is small. Therefore, abol¬
ish the army and navy and forget
about a merchant marine-
though it waj a merchant marine,
the British, that enabled the Amer¬
ican army to arrive in tini. in 1918.

This is a fine idea, but to be con¬

sistent the Senator ought to apply
his theory all along the line. The
risk of a "fire-proof" building burn¬
ing down is obviously small. No fire
can possibly be shown to be "immi¬
nent." Therefore, cancel all insur¬
ance on your "Arc-proof" buildings.
Or since iuü >nal defence involves
lives quite as much as property take
the parallel of a modern school
building. Every precaution has been
taken to reduce fire risk in it. The
chance that it will bum down is, let
us rsay, one in a million instead of
one in a thousand. Why wast« the
time and energy of school children in
that obsolete relic, a fire drill?

Cancel your insurance policies.
Stop all fire drills in schools. Then
go ahead and end all preparedness
for national defense. We hope Sen¬
ator Borah will round out his pro¬
gram for gambling upon all perils
not "imminent."

Pigs and Damages
Secretary Wallace has sung the

paean of the pig, and the Depart¬
ment of Agriculture has published
glowing accounts of the profits made
by home pig clubs for boys and girls,
lut it has remained for an Italian

j citizen of White Plains to show that
pigs can be profitable, even when
not possessed on the hoof, on the ham

j or in the sausage. A Frenchman of
his acquaintance had the temerity to
apply the epithet "cochon!" to him
in the course of a dispute, and in
the suit promptly brought against
the Frenchman by the Italian the
jury handed the latter a verdict of
$750, evidently for defamation of
character. The testimony must have
been convincing as to the extent of
the affront, for the judge pronounced
the verdict sensible and the amount
right.
To the Anglo-Saxon the pig has

never been an object of particular
antipathy. Its name when applied
to humans has implied selfishnesn or

bad mr.ners. Evidently even a pro¬
longed contemplation of pigpens
and a diligent search of ancient au¬

thorities» did not inspire Noah Web-
ster to characterize the pig as any¬
thing worse than a young swine, and
the swine in turn as "artiodaetyl
animals of omnivorous habits." In

¡ this he does not differ much from
Messrs. Funk «ft Wagnalie, who de-
scribe a hog aa "an omnivorous
suoid mammal." All three are im¬
pressed with the gluttonous nature
of the beast, as is any one who

{listens to him eat
To the foreigner, however, and

'especially to the «Continental, the
I swine, be he pig or hog, has some¬

thing about him sufficiently repulsive
to make the use of his name a term
of reproach. Whether it be "cochon !"

"puerco!" "poreo!" or the more ex¬

plosive German "Schweinhund!" the
recipient is almost sure to consider
himself mortally insulted. Had the

recipient of the term .'.oahon" and

the $760 been a naliv« American
would have gone uninsulted and

recompensed. It evidently pays
to hava a thick hide and to cc

from a country rich in the voca

Jary of insult.

Fort-stalling the Coal Shsa*
No better service has been p

formed by the fuel administrât
than that of Insuring a coal sup
to people of limited means at a f

price. During the coal famine
1902 the bucket dealer» §S\
a price that ran sometimes as hi
as $35 a ton. The poor consun

had to pay this prie» or freeze.
«ystem which hau been int

duced this year has worked adt
rably thus far. Coal is vended

very small lota at the ton pr
which large consumers must pi

Stations arc established where th
'can be reached conveniently, a

locations have been publish
in the newspapers.
With the supply short of the (

mand there is likely to be gougi
hero and there, hut if the fuel s

ministrati'jn firmly refuses furth
stock to any dealer caught protitet
ing this will soon conic to an er

Rationing II '««!>' t«> be nccessa

for ut nonths more, and
is p reel accomplishment to ai
people of all condition
aud I

Art for Polities' SaJte
Financial geniuses appc.v

when they are needed. In t!ie dm

hours of the Republic A
Hamilton smote the rock of publ
credit and a stream of rrven«

gushed forth. Here in the metrop
lis when school funds run low son

inspired member of the Board <

Education snatches a portrait of E
Witt Clinton from the walls of tr

board room and disposes of it fc

enough money to pay a judgmc:
against his department for $140.
Thus the problem of where th

money for schools is coming from
solved. Other portraits of distil
guished former mayors and govci
nors adorn the interiors of publi
buildings. As fast as claims ar

filed they can he «old to meet then

And even if all (¡he relatives of Job
H. McCooey, Mr. Murphy's Brookly:
satrap, aspire to high-salaried posl
tions in the schools the funds can b

readily provided.
Some day Mr. Murphy or Mr. Mc

Cooey may wander by mistake int«
the large stone building on the east
ern edge of Central Park at Eight]
sixth Street. This building contain
many pictures, whose combined valu
runs into the millions. If a way cai

be found to sell them, even thougl
the title to them is not vested in tbi
city, the entire McCooey contingen
can be kept in excellent places evei

to the fourth or fourteenth genera
tion.

Raphael's "Mndonna" alone coul«
be instantly turned into a quarter oi

a million dollars in cash. Painting;
by Rembrandt, Ver Meer and a scon

of other old masters would pay th«
salaries of all the Tammany appli
cants for pedagogical positions wh<
have managed to get through high
school, and there might even be i

little money left over to build a

couple of new school buildings.
Just a hasty collection trip through

tli" museum would prove more lucra-
tive than a raid on the Mint. Ant
though the city has not at presen'
the right to dispose of these art
treasures and some of them ar«

loaned by their owners, an organiza¬
tion like Tammany with full poem
in the city could, by asserting th«
power of eminent domain, condemn
and sell them whenever new jobs
were demanded by the supporters ol
the boss.
The ignorant cry out upon art aa

having no practical value.like other
manufactured products such as home
brew and radio sets; but If it can be
made to educate the children of a

great city and at the same time
keep hundreds of faithful Tammany
voters on the pay roll this opinion
will have to be revised.

World-Wide Maine
Mr. Don C. Seitz puts the town of

Norway, Me., on tie map in a pleas¬
ant letter to "The Times." He lived
there once and is "jealous of the
fame of the very extraordinary
number of men who have come out
af that unique community and
carved high places for themselves
in th« world." He speaks of the
Kimball family, but for the rest
leave» the reader guessing who these
men were or an«.

Maine has, indeed, not only its
Norwegians but its Danes, Swedes,
Egyptians, Mexicans and what not.
Whoever named the Maine hamlets

^'surveyed mankind front China to
Peru"; both those countries are in¬
cluded in its boundaries along
with many intervening lands. The
world's capitals are drafted, too.
In Lisbon, if we recollect aright,
Frank Munsey thumbed his primer
.or perhaps it was In Athens, Bel¬
grade. Madrid, Edinburgh, Moscow
or Vienna, if it was not in Palmyra,
Verona, Smyrna or Rome.
When Maine ran out of the geog¬

raphy she named her villages for
Colonial governors, presidents and
other statesmen, with an occasional
.departure such as Bangor, which
was called after a favorite hymn.
But with all the raids on the atlas
and American history there remains
a rich residuum of Indian names,

¡especially of lakes and rivers. Thars

I» music In Milllnocket and th» AI

gash. In Meddybemp« (beloved
Cl»re Brigg») .¦. Cobboiaaeecont
Norridgewock and Mooaelucmer
tie. And whit aboriginal triumj

Sjrsladadobsi», Molechunl
munk, Pamgoodkamock and Chi
quas»ibamtacook !
The varied wealth of Main

nomenclature is a delight to th«

who have a Unte for the state, rit'

nati**« or acquired. It is good
hear Mr. Seitz boost Norway, e»

if it is not a "unique communlt;
as he says, but quite typical of tt
neck of the woods. Let u» hope It

«till brewing hardy Norsemen
send on to Fark Row.

Real or Reel Pirate»?
While the American newspapa

were deploring the number of band
in Mexico the Mexican pre.«s earri
lengthy articles about the dang»
of life in New York and the armi
of bandits who »Irove taxis a

robbed peaceful citizens in bro

daylight on Broadway. Now, ho
Uli Mexicans have discover

that pirates are once more upon t

high seas and that their vessel« h

owned and manned by Aniericar
Nor are they merely bootleirgers
rum runners. They are genuine. 1'

per cent pirates, in M-ari.li <>t tu-a

hoir port cf iiuttitti';;-
mi* to Mexican dispatches, is tl
much advertised and often maligni
city of .San Diego, near the southei
border of California.

I- ia not unnatural that th»
radius of operation is confine] to tl
(iulf of California. This is one

th«» few localities left on the Amer
can Continent inaccessible and ui

traveled except by occasional ma

steamers. Both bhorcs are flanki
Tt», with only a few strai

gttng scttKments where some strea:
has a sufficient all-year flow to mal
irrigation possible. From a litt
harbor at the end of the peninsul
of Lower California, where the tow
of La Paz is situated, some of Ui
few pearl fishers on the North Amei
ican coast go forth to their worl
The pearls from the region are ofte
of fine quality, but they are con

parativcly »caree and the work r

getting them is slow and arduoui
It has been estimated that only abou
one shell in a thousand contains
pearl.

Evidently, however, their harvei
is sufficient to cause the Mexicans t
think that piracy is profitable. If
is not, and yet the pirates are then
why not place the blame on Hollj
wood and appeal to Will Hays rathe
than to Secretary Hughes to remov

them from the high sea»?

More Truth Than Poetry
By James J. Montague

A Human Wreck in the Making
He's sure to bo a nervous »wreck,
He always is suppressed,

His dull pro-Freudian parent»
check

Each impulse in hi» breast.
He cannot squash a worm or ant
When on tne walk tbey crawl,

Or chase the hens.In fact, h»
can't

Express himself at all.

It'* aluaye inhibition thU,
Or inhibition-that;

They cry "So! no!" if ha ehould
throw

A stove lid at the cat.
¦r yeare and year»

they're, banned
Tin' thinfjn that he enjoyed.

Too late they'll find hie brilliant
mind

I» totally deetroyed.

He cannot smear himself with
coal

Or stick pins in the pup.<
These small desires that move his

soul
Are always bottled up.

He's told that eating half a pi«
Is sure to make him ill;

His stupid parent« alway» try
To thwart his childish urilL

7t'» always inhibition her*
And inhibition there,

Life i* for him bvt »tern and
grim.

A record of despair.With all his impulsee repressed
flr'll grow up glum and »ad,

And in due time he'll turn to crime
Or go ttark »taring mad!

A Bu;t
It'« about tim« th« League of Na¬

tion« asked for waiver» on th« man

who I« »silgnerl to th« Job of keep¬
ing Europa out of war.

Big Saving in Time
The retirement of Newberrr ought

to giv« th» Senat« at liait fifty mor«
talking days In th« next union.

The Side Line
Nowadays your bootlegger also

gives you figure» on coal by th« cas«.
(Ccpyrt«rht »7 JairvM J. Moata«u«)

A Christmas Story
To th« Editor of Th« Tribun«.
Sin May I tell a beautiful Christ¬

mas «tory? Ju«t a day or two ago two
sisters, young women who are working
for their living, brought a gift of $60
to th« Soldier« and Sailor« Club. "Our
brother was killed In Franc»," th«y «x-

plained, "and this Is what w« would
probably hav« «pent on hi« Christmae
pr«»«nt If he w«ra with u« now. We
want other soldiers to hav« it. We*v«
been saving it up all th« year."

I wonder if «on« of your reader»
who ara particularly loneiom« at thl«
Chrlirma« tits« b«eau«« of «om« d«ar
boy who did not eom« bom« from the
war would Ilk« to follow the «zampl«
of these devoted «liter« and make other
»oldiers and Bailors happyjn hi« place?
Thl« is the «caion when th« heart
»peak«. MRS. FRANCIS ROGERS.
Preeidant Soldiers and Sailors' Crab

of N«w York.
Ml Madiaor« Avanue, N«w York Deo,

tf.lMt 9

The Lantern
Cepr., *.*..» Teca Tri»»*-*» --»**. ¦,,.

Captain PaUr Fitaurae «5©nfld«e tc

UB that the three fingers which
were bitten off hia right hand on

ChristmaB Eve, 1S97, by a road bull
noel a few hours after his dla-

eoeery of the North Pol«, returned
to him aa the result of a fiyatem of
auto-BUggeBtlon inventad by himself.

e . .

Captain Fitzurse claims that hla

psychological discoveries antedatad
thoae of the famous Dr. Emile Cous,
of Nancy, France, by many yaara.

e e e

"I will be ninety-five yaara old on

the 1.8th of February, 1028," said
( »plain Fitzurse yesterday. "How
did I reach this great age? Sir, by
practicing the Fitzurse System I I
could have died a dozen times in
the last twenty years if I had
wished to. But I did not «firth to.
That is all there is to it. *

e . .

"My present, intention is '.o «lie at
the age of ISS; but I may change
my mind and live longer.

. . .

"However, I did not intend to
talk about myself, but about my

m.''
e e e

He pulled from his pocket a num¬

ber of letters and began to tell us

what they contained.
e e e

"This one," he said, "is from a

pair of Siamese twin.», who were

formerly triplets. They felt a cer¬

tain shame at being triplets . . .

it seemed too unconventional to
them, I suppose. After using the
Fitzurse System faithfully for six
months they became twins instead
of triplets, and they write that they
cannot thank me sufficiently for
what the Fitzurse System has done
for them.

e e e

"And this one is from a gentleman
who became tired of his wife and
wished to marry another lady. She
had been very good-looking when he
married her, and he vaguely ex¬

pected, without thinking very deep-
ly of the matter, that sh« would
continue to be beautiful. He used
to arguo with her about it, but in
spite of everything he said to her
she persisted In losing her attrac¬
tiveness. Naturally, this display of
obstinacy on her part led him to de¬
test her. But there was no legal
manner In which he could get rid
of her, as she had never done any¬
thing amiss. He finally took up the
Fitzurse System and gave his wife
the su.-. that she was a vamp.
She clop«! .1 .1 h blind man -»"ithin
six weeks and he has married the
other lady, who is quite young and
very handsome, and now everybody
is happy. It is all due to the Fitz¬
urse System, he writes.

e e e

"And hero Is one from the widow
of a man who was a barber before
prohibition came to the country and
who used to drink a great deal.
After the Volstead act went into
effect he found a certain difficulty,
being a poor man, in getting all the
liquor he wanted.

e e *

"So he took to drinking a brand
of hair tonic which contains about
40 per cent of alcohol. After he had
been at this for nearly a year he
began to feel a tickling inside of
him. He would burst into laughter
at the most inopportune moments,
and when asked the causa of his
mirth he would say: 'Something
tickles me!'

e e e

"His wife discovered that the poor
barber was becoming lined «with
hair, as a i-earolt of his indulgence
in the hair tonic, and she tried to
persuade him to desist. But he
would not do ao. Alas! He was

fast in the clutches of the Drink
Demon! And he grew furrier and
furrier inside.

e e .

"His wife tried the Fitzurse Sys¬
tem on him. She would stand by his
bed nights and say to him, over and
over, hundreds of times: Turn!
Husband I Turnl' She meant, of
course, for him to turn from his
evil ways and cease to drink.

e e e

"But his unconscious mind, which
heard her repeated adjurations, evi¬
dently construed them literally. One
night the barber turned. Physical¬
ly, you know, and quite inside out.

e e e

"He did not survlvo the shock.
The for which came to the surface
was soft and silky and of the finest
quality. I havo always felt that the
man's wife was a bit careless in the
way she applied the terrific power
Inherent in the Fitzurse System,
but the result certainly show8 that
the power was there. 8he writes
that she is more than satisfied. She
had the fur made into a stole, a muff
and a hat."
The Good Folks fairly seem to bubble
With rage when they are doing

rood.
The Good Folks are an awful trouble
To us who are not quita ao good I

We gather from the European
press that the main trouble uHtk us
Americans eeeme te be that tee ewe
too American.

"The tarantula la Ilka an enor-
mous spider In appearance and

t large enough, curled up, to fill a
cocktail glass," says an exchange.

Conservative topers, however, will
stick to scorpions, with a daah of
angostura bitten.

Do* Mjutquia.

NO CHRISTMAS GIFT NEED BE A TOTAL FAILIJRE
Cotmleht. I»M. Haw T«rt» Trloana I»a»

mamm^V W^* FO*£&T
TO PUT °** TKE .RACKAûE ,

A LITTLE CHR.I5TMAS SEAL , ,

THAT VIOÜLÜ PROBABLY DO MO&E
ÄEAU GOOD THa-XN THE GIFT «TSElF f

Books and So Forth By Frederic F. Van de Wait
(F. F. V.)

THF «outra of most of th« ill« thai
beset us currently can b« traced

back to th« fact that we didn't «tay Ir
New Jersey, where you wer« born, bol
Immigrated to New York at an earlv
age. If W« had remained upon our nativ«
hea'h we might now hav« th« monej
the New York Sut« Ineom« Tax Bureau
has taken away from us and would Ik
a mor« popular figura among oui

friend« and relatives, Christmas morn¬

ing, than w« ar« destined to be, this
year.
Furthermore, our literary taste might

be keaner and more appreciative if wo

hadn't «tudi.il Fngrli.h literatura for
four yttcr« In a New York high school.
That ordeal almost cured us. It is now

sont« time ainc« we w*re «mancípate«!
from George Eliot and D« Qulncey, and
from the day of our graduation to thi«
w« hav« never re«um«d contact W«
don't think w« could «e« a production
of "The Merchant of Venice" to-day
without a reminiscent shudder, and the
only reason wa cherish any kindly feel¬
ing for "Ivanhoe" and "Th« Anciant
Mariner" is because wo read both of
them before their glorious bodies were

probed, flayed and disjointed in a class¬
room.

Th« educational method of our day
inspired true love of books about *i*

much a« a course in physics would im¬

prove one'« appreciation of painting or

music. On emerging from four years
of literary forcible feeding on« thrill«
no mor« to th« art of great writer»
than a man who had worked for month«
in a dlassctlng room can r««pond to
the artistic appeal of a Russian ballet.
Apparently, they do th««« things bat¬

ter In N«w Jersey.
. . .

Donna B- Cleveland, head of the Eng¬
lish department of the West N»w York,
K, J, High School, write« i

"In «peaking of William B«ebe you
«ay that no on« paya any attention to
him. You might b« mildly Interested
to know that this year his "Ed«*« of th«
Jungle" ha« been added to th« list of
books for spaclal «tudy In th« Junior
Engliah clasao« of th« high school in

Wf»t N«w York. Thl« and some oth«r
modern book« were added to the cour««

to dispel th« notion, too commonly held
by high school «tudanta, that all writers
of literatura wrote rather dull nóvala,
poetry or«dry «a«aya, and died many
years «go.
"By »peeial atudy I «Jo not mean th«

old method of tearing a book to «hred»
by minut« analyaia, nor using it for a

kind of diiguiied grammar study. Th«
students ar« giran a eartatn number
of parra to read for a certain recita¬
tion, and In class we discus» thl» «align¬
ment, teacher and papila together, tall*
inr what w« liked or did not Ilk«. «Hin**
especially striking passât«» and »orna*

time» getting into rather de«p watar
In dlgreaalon«, philoaophtcal and other¬
wise, that ara suggested by what ttc

are reading. Everybody ha» »omothtng
to »ay and most of us have a great
deal of fun; perhaps th« teacher has
the most of that.
"Th« «tudont« lika 'Th« Edge of th«

¡Jungle' . . . Th«y wer« « little pua-
il.d by it at first; it was so dlffi.uit
from anything they Lad read b«for»,
but when they had become acquainted
with it they wera «nthualaitic. It «ra«

interesting to se« how it broadened
their horiaons."

. e e

If Mis« Claveland really mean« that
atudenta in th« New Jersey high
achools are p-rmltted to speak right
out in m««ting and tall what th«y did
not like in th« booka th«y have b««n
obligad to r«ad w« think that th« edu¬
cational authorttWa of tha aUU Just
to th« w«»t ar« doing . tramandous
work for th« futura of American liter*
tur«.
Th« chl«f troubl«, it Mama to ua,

with tha paopl« of this nation has bean
th«lr 1lt«r«ry Infarlorlty complex. F«w
of them hav« th« leaat confld«nc« in
their own taste in book« or their own

country'« lltaratur«. Automatically, th«
American mentality, confrontad by «

volum« by a nativa American, regi«t«r«
lukewarm or deprecating judgment At
best the book Is "pretty good." On th«
other hand, ther« «ren't many great-
graadson» of tha h«roe» of Lexington

and Monraouth who will tail w jú»
much higher praii« to Isfsilii heakt
by Engliab writer«. Iist»Ta«*>Jb;, «a
still seem perfidious AfMsa. hisarrt
tur«, w« bow befor« h«r «Haa» sum
of humility.

Paopl» don't «ay what thtf tkiti
.bout books. Thty «ay what ÜM
th«y ought to think.

. . .

Only one« or t-ai«« In our high «ehrt
.xperUnc« do w« r«*r.«mb«r »ny eg
having th« iuarpnt iptrit to »peak .
and say that th« book belnf iitaaaai
at th« moment wss stupid «r, la M
opinion, badly written «r untre» U M»
And th« fata of th« untenan«*« stwi*

dant-brcakar i« vtrid in our asmnaj.
Hi» ramsrka w«r« r«««W«d u tfcaay.
th«y had b««n directed «gaJaat at

horn« llf« of th« principal
And y«t w« think h« had jMtaa .

his «Id«. High «chool atudaat» art ta

.ntlwly unqu»llfi«d for l»<ifi»ÉX
thought.that i«, if they ¦**.»'. km
In high «chool too long. Stint», d
cours», permits no debata- Tat am
who tri«« to quarrel with th« abmkl
theory or th« principl« at Âmammba
i« »ettlng hlma»lf up avgalaet tb»..*..
tifie t«»tlmony of th« agas. MliMtl
valu«« are to a larg» .!».»».»*«.'¦.¦
opinion. We think ta« maapaiabbtat
of his «onvlctloa, ««y» i»»» .* .*-"»*
-Slla» Manur" I» **e*l" ** '

larg« proportion of »0« »****. .* **

ought to have hi« mark lammi * P
c«nt lmm«dl»taly f»f VSmmJ bata
tlva,

. . .

If th» high Mhool ******** I

Jersey sr« rsadlag la anjea **""

B««b«, who la our apmim .*. ¦ *

ovsr W. H. Hudson mai .*¦*

»tarta, and If m »^dlUoa »W***~
p«rmitt«d to aaj what that «wt» ¦

initaad of b«ing eaaeetet * f^*
a permanent attltod« of .***'? *
proval, w« promis«, If barb afM»
»Uy wbari aatura d«**o«l«*«l at.

a a a

Th« con«pi«o»tu .»** si I"** **
dim In our I"* .*<> ..?<.tt. u *J J
th« fact that wa'ra tryiag ta rest S

H. Lawrence'» "W«»»»» ta Leva

What Readers Are Thinking
"The Last Defenae"

To th« Editor of Th« Tribun«.
Sir: Your editorial "Th« Last De-

fen»«* moat accurately preaants tha
traniit problem that confronta not
only th« Govornor-olect but th« Ra*
publican memberB*«l«et of th« Aa*
».mbly, who conc«d«dly can, if faith¬
ful to their trust, prevent tha carry¬
ing Into effect of tha Hylan transit
policy.
Governor Miller« transit plan

won approval from Demócrata aa

well aa Republicans from the
start, whll« it wa» »till pend¬
ing In tha Legislature, befora wa knew
th« bills would b« enacted into law«
or who, if they became lawe, would be
appointed on the Traniit Commlaaion.
I ask«d Mr. McAneny, who had b««n
in touch with and officially an actor
in th« dual pian at tne ttm« when a«
waa President of tha Borough, if, in
hi« judgment, Oov«rnor Millar waa not
tha on« officer having authority in th«
matter who had lookad th« iltuation
through from top to bottom and de-
vitad a workabl« solution, and he
aniwarad that ha thought that about
.xpr««««d it

It «waa gratifying that, with Mr.
McAaany'a conceded familiarity with
th« «ubj«ct, h« wa« appointed to head
th« new commission, though ha and
tha Govarser «lid not balaag to th«

..m« political party, «ad th« appoint-
mont of hia two associates seamed
equally wts« and happy.
Wa ara informad that th« commis¬

sion, so constituted, has worked out
a comprebanelv« plan which experts
command, and Gov«rnor*el«ct Smith
face« th« qu««tion wh«th«r that plan
shall b« retained and put Into com¬

plot« operation, or «hall b« disrupted
and displaced by one of which Mayor
Hylan will approve, Can thar« b« doubt
«a to what Is th« duty of Republican As-
semblyman-elect, having due regard to
thair oath of offlc«? How can th«y
conaclentloualy evad« th« aolamn daty
to pr«»«rvo this wi««ly devised plsn
at all hasards?

OEORGE R. BISHOP.
Mew York, D«o. It, 1921

Baseball in the Paper«
To tha Editor of The Tribune.
Sin Th« l«tt«r of Mr. A I*. Rogar«

in tha Tribun« relative to baseball rnd
ncwapapen Is both Important and
trua. Aa ha aays, If th« K«w York
papers (and th« papara ef all oth«r
cttlta and town») would not devot« ao

much »paco to baaabalt gamas com*

marcial baseball would soon go out of
buaineaa.
Now I do not object to baa«ball, a«

played and conducted in th« *0a, bat.

it does seem ta «a« that -'¦Il^iit,
radically wrang *.>.* . *\JT§^ m

vota, a full page of ^l\**L
b.s.b.l!, «omethlBg which u mm

luxurious thaa b«n«ñ«laL se ¦»

tha eoontry i» conc«ra«d, as« f*

fua«a to grant a comapo»á«-t a saj
spac« in tha papar ehmenr m

lim to hava h la vi«w» «.."¡J
which, «. I» vary «f*» the «jeae,

bo of mar« b«n«ñl to tha few
tat thaa anything abeat .**"J*Vf4,

If mor« aawapapara *"w ~Zi
»or*« apaa« ta publt.hlog »..*-
common e««a« view« f"B|1u*rjr
and l««a «pac« to Iwaeheaemw
tur.« oí prtMñghta» »«H^^
weald not hsv« aia«h ciaaes

compllah taelff â-«Jf «J^
mor«ov«r. th«r« would set b«

th.n oa«-t«ath «f the nawrt ess

contant that U a«w i"."^
A. SIDNEY JOHNft^"

WU«h«»tar, Va.. Dec.1».y
Politics in the Scho«*»W

To th« Editor of Th« .,B** «jira
Sir: It hurta vary *"tvJ[âmSM

that tha diaturblag *'«*^*gj.
has enterad th« Board ef 1 W**T ^
«uch a manaar aa ta I***" eg*
pointmeata to euch ".-»",7'\-i
«« that of «ssaclat. «^£3SIDNEY 8CHW«t.88«»
Xaw Yerk, Das. la« «w»*


