HE ealendar has not been _rlllwnrl]
as the r-maiterpiece of emo
tional litevature of the world by
great dramatic crities and fumbus

It ix, though.
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matinn ;.i‘rm« dir
Unlike other dramatic

almdar put imax right at the first

oo of the i chapter- January the
Piest. In Japan t v much thing as
New Year's Day. With the children of
Nippov New Year's DAYS, The most
mgodly Jis s ut Nenious - among
et kni ofl work for the
it three diys o least,  Self
mpecting  folk take fifteen to twenty

pnning the

ays. Tl “r it of

wnee of o1 ublimation of

Miss inlo ¢ fay and one it ¥ one of
those () ipiditi ilch passes
gl the pati [ e Nipponese Then,
o, the | . t be done, that's alll
Why, 1 r respects which they are
Sound 1o the wight million gods {(no
beas o1 v standard work in the
ariginal he pisty of the Japunese peo
ple) and sainted and some of
fhem e virits of their sugust an
estors (o ¢y are bound to be quite &
majority untry of 60,000,000 souls
ad in n ion - whose people kept on
ding for the last 2,582 years, since the

of the Yamuato race ascendid

frit Emper

the thron il this, naturally, require
e it L
8 the D n Tokio the Emperor sets
the #xa f » whole people. His
Wit if davwn on the first
day of i shite "the wods uf
heayen und of enrth anid the spirits of the
mugy - to woording 1o the anelent
rite i

And ryw 1 the empire,
far i ar, 1 try 10 get
ahead ) about the
first r when the
ileep ' himeelf loaping
from the i terully  kicking
himne | ! and all, they
msh ou to t pen court back of their
ot | ' aces in the “waler
of youth," Tut emist it Is the same
old H20, t} iter of vouth,” and to
the bonight forvign { yust plain
water from any old wells in the back-
yurds I'here no medicine to paste on
Ba fon an old, old Japanese prov-
b, and there is nothing on thiz geod old
feotstonl 1o light the eves of stone with
e magic light of Fancy. But to all the

hvp\ people of Japan the “water of
Pouth” in which they bathe their faces is
drawn rizht out of the fountain in search
of which Ponce de Leon is reported to
bave made u happy fool of himself. It is
the first bucketful of water drawn from
their ancestral family well in the year
amt by

TRIBUNE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1922

. A =
.l\ﬁ.lllt N

- A -

Drawing the year’s first bucket of water, from a well

decorated with rice festoons and other New Year symbols

With the face and hands shining from
the first scrubbing of the year, the people
turn their faces and thoughts to the gods.
Of course, it is rather difficult for them

- to clap their hands and bow in worship

£,000,000 times to 3,000,000 gods in 8,000,
000 directions—rather laborious even for

the leisurely Nipponess. In maiters of

1

piety the Japanese are astoundingly prac-
tical, They group all the gods into four,
put them at the four points of the com-
pass and clap their hands, facing the four
points in turn, to let the gods know that
they are there to vay their devotion, und
bow in silence. They do not pray alcud,
for in that spiritually enlightened had

(wlthough & bit backward in auto races
and in airplane construction) even a coolie
knows that the gods do not talk in the tine
ean Babel of human noises.

In some sections of Nippon people go
up to hilltops just shead of the first dawn
of the year and clap their hands and bow
to the east ax the rizses out of his

gaolden couch

After performing the sacred rites of
worship at the palace shrine, called Kashe

iko-dokoro, on the [irst morning of the
new year, His Majesty the Emperor re-
ceives the princes sand princesses of the
blood, court nobles, ambpssadors of the
friendly powi und the Cabinet offieera
and  otl high ranking people of the
Im in a great function. While this is
ne on the pecial envoy of the Em
ror performe the New Year's rites at
reat shrine of Ise

In the hom of his prople, after greet
gods, cvery meomber of a family

hioise

xehange the New Year's

in the largest in the

e one and all «

to the

ns and address themselves
| of Lth They eat the tra
oup with rice dumpling and ¢en-
And
of the greatest
.i..].l'.n!. |-_'. par

brewed

vegetables in it, called zoni,

they begin the celebration

of all the festal days in

taking of toso (a native liquor

from rice, and which it Is & crime againat

both scholarship and sense to translate
witie,” ag most of the writers, both
f ign ang native, persistently do for
ne reanson) The 1o sake, swoel
| and | for the nu picious ocen
It 1 n three cup bl
i Ceremoniog | !
N e I‘ ]
i r Il frink f |
the caller A ! of then k
oy to 1
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" e-saving
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Pu y the e 1 wate friends who
delight in being taken into the bosom of
the family the toso isx invariably offered.
If such visitors are really fond of sake,

given good, old, unsweet-
encd, unepiced drink, in
few frrmal NipH of toso

invited o jl.‘l:‘lukl‘ of the

then they are
addition to the
They are also
condiments in

four boxes of china or lacquer fitted,
one atop of another, in a tier. There is
nothing expensive or weird about the

contents of the tier—herrings, dried small
smelts, black beans cooked in sugar, edible
seaweeds, ete. And so begina the formid-
able battle of the exchamge of New Year's
felicitations and presnts—just begins,
for It continues for tem, fourteen, twenty



