By Stewart T. Beach s
P DORAFARTE 1S
"na;'-:“:';‘g:.‘lﬂfll‘ﬂ My daseph  Hucklin
Mishup. Charies Becihmer's Suns 1832
~HARLES JOSEPH BONAPARTE was
the grandson of Jereme Bonaparte,
that i1l-starred and weakling brothir
of Napoleon [, whese marriage in
1803 1> Elizabeth Pattezsen in Baltimore luid
the foundation of the Honaparte family in
Amerien and miarked the beginnings of one
of the moat romantic stories in our history.
The Emperor Sapolesn, with definite plans
for the conduct of his brother's lile, regin.
tered strenmous ohjuctions to Jerome's Ameri
can marriage, gave striet orders thut the
lad, 'who way only ninetefn st the time,
should not be allowed to land in France if

Le were aceompunied by his wife, and sought "
| with which he was later able w0 effectively |
oncentrate hin efforty it upon elvil |
| Interest in his“eflling.

a speeial bill frém the Pope to annu! the

mlrm&r. But the Pope refused to isaue the ,
necorsary orders, and it is interesting to con- |

Jocture that his refusal may huve been some
what eolered by his discomfiture over Napeo:

jeon’s metivn at his corooatien in 1804, when |
the Corsican seited the crowy frem his rey- |

crend hunds ard plpced it first upon his own
head and then wpon that of Josephine.

It fs common histery, of coufse,
Jorome finaily acended to” hix brother’s
withed deserted his wife, and rvoeeived, in
return, the Kingdom of Westphalia Eliz
abeth Patterson Honapirie, mesnwhile, was
féted and reesived In the highest eireles of
Vuropean socigly, nol enly because of her
connection with the great name of
Bonapartes but on account of an extraor
diniry personal beauty and sttractivencss
aa well,  Gilbert Stuart's porteail
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being  underestimated after the'r death,
When ene generition revines the reputations
which the precoding one has establivhed it
is
the process, and vome of the eriticham recent.
Iy leveled at the New Englend cirele tends
to.teduce its pretensions to those of u vil
Inge literary soclely. We have to turn (o
Mra, Fields thut
Jonst, prophets were not witheut honor in
their own country. Per, despite her it
mpe - with them, Mys Fields's attitude to-
ware the New Englamd Olympiana wis gis-
tinetly tonehed with wwe, Her references 1o
Frmerson and to Hawthorne, partiew.ar,
are in the tone of one speaking of ontirely
“Hawthorne passed the

He was un rourteous

to learn

superior  heings

pight with us

andd ue grand as ever and as true. He does
not Jese Lhat all saddening smile, elther™

“y like to remember when Mr. Emer-
sop came and what he sald and how he

looked, for it ix a pure benodiclion to see |

him He is u noble porifier of the
sociul stmodphere, always helping the talk

up to the highest pitch of !h-:‘-.ghl!

and fecling™
\_‘{ EVEN more striking
4 veneration in which-thse men were held
i= afferded by a very extraordinary letter
which Mr. Hewe discoversd among Mrx,
Fields's pupers. It was wrilten “to Mps,
Firlds imMedintely after Hawthorne's desth
by his wife,
of her hushand with the hushed necents and
bated bresth of worship, “A person of more
gniform majesty never wore mortal [arm,
S0 coual n justice that T often wondered if
Lir were human in this An impartial
ity of regard that solved all
Jecta, Truth and right
deigred to regard. Far below him was every
other consideration.”

The _peneral impression of Emersan and

instunce of the

Hawthorne which we receive from Mra, |

"Plelda's pages is that ol men who dwelt
upon the summits and breathed a more rave-
fied mir then their fellows. And in that
withdrawal from all the grosser contscts of
life. that quality of romething solitary and a
little nustere which marked them both, the
two greategt fguyres of the New England
Renalssance symbolived its entire apirad,

o Mra. Fields did net concarn herself only
with the more important people of her time,
We get glimpees of many o’ the minor
figures with whom she ~was associated.
Among the most interesting of these are
Bronson Aleott and the elder Henry James,
Bronson Alcott, founder of the shorplived
commuristic seltlement of Fruitlands, vas a

that i

the )

of her,

generally inelined to run o extvemes in |

in her day, at »

| and he was far from a desirable goest
one oecarion, mecording to Nr, James, he ate |

| sver. was not devold of a certain protective

In it Mrs. Hawthorne speaks |

men and sab- |
alone he |

Tt et B O

with three hesds un
ber face [rom different angles, bears m!
! Jent witness to the authenticity of Kuropt's
judgment.  The palater's own uﬂmm
o7 the portralt was his insbility 18 tell from
which point of view she apprared to be the

wost bv!onl'nf. .

L S

. .
| “RROME  Napaleon Bonaparte, the son ‘of
; o Elisabeth Patterson and the eldsr Jerome,
| had in his tura two sons, Jerome Napoleon
Bunaparie and Charles dossph  Bonaparie.
 The former wis twenty-one years alder thun
[ bt brother snd sought for himself & mill-
tury caverr. He was graduated from Wend
Peing, Inter resigning hits  commizsion
1o go whroml, wherge he served with distine-
| tien in the French Army.
i Churles Jdoceph from hix earliest years
dymenstrated the wineerity and  clerrnoss

e ¢
serviee reform, and later upon the discharge
| &f hin dutien as Seerctary of the Navy and
| Attorney General suecesnive’y In Roonevelt's
Cabinet.  Mis letters, written from wchool,
show at an sstoundingly early age hin re-
matkable aptitude for writing and the com:
mand of fuent, ldiematie English which
merks a characterlutic of hin luter spegches
and eashys

He vntered Harvand in 1868 as a junior
' and was gradusted in 1870 from the law
Schaol. Tt .in interesting to note thut he
entered the university st the time when the
late Dr, Eliot was beginning his arvice e
presidont,  Charles Joseph records the early
troubles of the pfui.]mt and makes the
following comment: “He xnoms to be a very
pernon, alrendy mmle some

energelie nan

| singular snd original person.  He had a, pas-
sion for expetimental veform, eduestional,
philosaphie »=4 reannmie, and seems ta have
been & xorl of New England edition of the
Cemte de Sant-Simen. He also appears Lo
huve heen somewhat disesncerting to his con-

| temporuries,
lar, looked upon him with u good deal of dis.*

: wpproval, and told Mrs. Fields that “in Al

cott the moral sense was wholly dead and
the withetic sense had never been born™
Mr. James alse related to Ser an aceaunt of
Alestt’s hehavior doring a visit which he paid
te Carlyle. Alcott’s habits were cecentrie
n

strawhorries and potsloes from the =ame
plate ut breakfast, while Carlyle munifested
Ns disapproval of the proeeeding by storm
ing up and down the roam. Mr. Alcotl, how-

wit, and onee when he nnd Henry James were
in heated argument on a theological wubject
and James, taking exception to a statement
of Aleottss, said:, “You are an egg, half- |
hatched; the shells are yet sticking about

your bead" Aleott replicd: “Mr. Jamen, you

nre damaged goods, and will come up damaged |

goods in ete rnity.”

Fielda

secontd natare.”

F HENRY JAMES senjor ‘Mrs
said: “Analysis
This niece of information. in the light of
that extraordinary passion for annlysis
which his lllustrious son was later to display
in his moevels, is highly significant. Aleott
was not the only subject to which Mr, James
applied his analytieal faculty, In a letter to
| Mrs. Fields he deseribed Emerson as “the
| divinely pompous rose of the philosophie
| garden.” He also deljh-re.fl u lecture on the
I. salijeet of “Woman,” of which Mrs, Fields
| has Jeft an account. “He dealt with it meta-
physically. He spoke with unmingled dis-
gust of the idea of woman . . . forsak-
ing the sanctity and privacy of her home to
battle and unsex herself in the hot and dusty
arena of the worid,” One cannot help think-
ing In this econnection of Margaret Fuller,
that ardent femihist, who not long before Mr.
‘, Jumes had expressed oninions on the subject
| of woman's pesition and destiny that were
| very different from his, and which Boston
| had found slmost intelerably daring and un-
orthodox, and who in the pursuit of her the-
ories had quitted her native New England
for “the hot and dusty nrens of the warld."
One of the most interesting things in Mrs.
Fields's book is the account which she gives
of Dickens, whe in 1887, during his second
visit to America, was often the guest of Mr,
and Mra, Fields. The portrait which Mra,
Fiolds draws of Dickens is u singularly at-
tractive one, and her records of his conver-
sation impress one w i¥ the extraordinary

ia his

1

Mr. Henry Jumen, in partien. |

chunges snd contempiates many others, but
in vary eardin’ly disliced by the professors.”
It was in Hurvard that his & wa
first snlisted fn the lifelong fght which he
made to free polities
“pgasism.”  Hin Influines was soon felt I
compus circles und was one of the motivat-
ing forees in the formution of the Signet
Huclety, an organizstion,, componed of #lu-
desits free from personnl ambition, aimed to
ulmpt' the fresing of the college lm,
nwite-pullors wnd tondies” + ]
Although n lawyer by profession, Wi life
am win expressed in the statement that he
heped upon entering active work ha might
vyoe the commencament of an agitation whirh
will end in placing morality and intalligenes
among the qualities which the Amariean peo-
ple demang (v those whi ‘govern them.”  His
rather large fortune made him Indop#ndont
of the fees recelved from hia prafessional
duties, although It In ne way lessenad his

| aasociutes tu have been one of the most bril-

At_\ Earli' .._Americal\,_

L did not find Diekens sympathetic,

llunt lawyers of Baltimere, and hin remark-
able fartusl knowledge of the law gave him
an slmost uncenny ability to prepare cases
ir an Ineredibly short period of time.

He in best Khown, doubtiess, for his e
tivity in Roorevelt’s Cabinet, fiist as Beeres

tary of the Nuvy snd lator an Attorney Gen- |

oral, In the lattier cupscity he wax sasocinted
with the Prosident in the fight which the
two waged agaifist corporations and oegani-
sutions in restraint of trade.

Joseph Bucklin Bishop's biography of &
man whose life way so dedieated to publie
serviee an was Bopaparte's can hardly re-
colve too superiative u praise, With the pri-
wary advantage of having as his sabject a

e — =

Salon

brilliance and fertility of his mind, A atory
which Diekens told to Mr, Fields and which
Mrs, Fields auotes afords an insance of his
phenomenal Industry and ereative poder.
“He wreite ‘Nicholas Nicklewy' and ‘Oliver
Twist’ at the sume time For rival magazines
month to month,”. Onee he was taken ill,
with both mupazines waiting for udwritten
sheets. He immedintely took a steamer to
Boulogre, took & room in an inn there

and was able to return just in season for
the monthly issues with his work completed.”

The wery exuberance of Dickens’s genlus
seoms Lo have rather perplexed the eminent

I

* New Englanders with whom he came In con-

taet. Lanefellow, we Jearn from Mrs. Flelds,
“They
have no handle by which to take hold of caeh

other,” wiote Mrs. Fields. And Emerson, al-

theugh he admired Diekens, war plainly haf- I

fled and rendered s little uneasy by him. *He
in too consummate an artist to have a thread
of nature Jeft,” Emerson said-to Mra, Fields,
“He daunts me, 1 kave not the key.” And
Diekens, with the prestige of an interna-
tional fame snd the background of s mun-
dune and sophistieated socloty, must have
weemed a rather overwhelming and ingom-
priqgensible being to men who had passed the
greater part of thele lives in the decorous,
provineial atmosphers of the New Englind

civele, >

RS. FIELDS'S hospitality was by no means

confined to members of that literary
group which centered about Beston and Con-
cord. Many other distinguithed persons vis-
ited her house, smong them Bret Harte and
such celobrated sctors und actresses of the
time as Edwin Hooth, Joseph Jefferson, Char.
lotte Cushman, Charles Fechter and Chris-
tine Nilsson, the prima donna, But, altheugh
Mrs. Fields has left an interesting record of
her meetings with all of these people, the

from corcuption and

He i said by his |

|

e

winp whone family history has alwayy fy
oni of the most lnteresting ehuptors iy
lean hidtory, Mr. Bishop marinals sy
dlrary obility an n biographer gy,
senae of velection In the aneedotoy ypy
cidentn braught together, coupled with 4
tunate clarity and  vignrousnse af
makes the hook ane of the ;040 )
teresting biographies. "-",'E‘
g
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The Ten Best Sellers |
The l'ollnln books wre oo

“The Publishers' Weekly™ 4 h:.::f*

bust nale througheut ti- enunlry w S

the lust month: .

! PICTION it

“This Freadam,” by A 5 U 1y
(Liztle-Hrown.) Staeking the vardy
mother 1o keep her ut home

“Babbitt,” by Sinclair Lew! s (M

Brace). A bitter burlesque on (ke
American buniners man

e e R

“The Breaking Point.* b }

o by Mary \

Rinehart (Doran), A Jivély snd r»:::t gl
melodrama, with s utreak of sound realism 1
running threugh ' i
L . . «

“Falr Harbor,” by oo o
v by JSounp Linestg '

{Appletan A Cnpe Coil yarn of & ’"a [N
smilorman in ch arge of an old Fld"j' ."}. bady

“R H . - g e

ougn-Hewn by Dursthy Can 1.
(Haresurt-Braces. The love "."'}‘I“‘@ﬂlﬁ t
b
well bred and aincere young New Engl "
erty,. with interludes in laly 364 Fre
. . . “'.{'
“One of Gurs," ] "
s, " by Willa Cather (Knopl),
A ftne and touching study of frustrated
youthfal idealism which found fuliliment
and desth in the war
. L] .

“Bimon Called Peter,” by Robert Keable
(Dutton), The erotie snd murtial bxperis
ences of an Anglican curate

. . . Mo s

“Certain  Peaple of Importsnee™ by ;
Kathleen Nortin (Doubledsy-Prge). The
netorsl history of an American {amily
through three generatiors .

- - -

“Captain Plood” by Rafue! Sghatini] &
(Houghton-Miflin The exploite of the 15
politest pirate that ever swept and dosted
the Spanish Main

- - -

“Glimpses of the Moen by Bdith )
Wharton ( Appletan A minutely 'IM-
isseetion of the dle rich and thele ] -
parinaites 5

NONFICTION ‘

“The Outline of Seience” edited bl
Arthur Thowpson (Putnsm A foar r
volume survey of scientifie wrogress wiith
ten for the layman W,

. . . ot ;"

*The Outline of History.” by !.'O."J

Wells (Macmillan), Evcellent Wells s

pretty good kistery,
.

“The Story of Mankind,
W. Van Loon (Boni & Liveright). p
same enormous subject prosented by',
scholar, a liberal and alec o lueld syl

. . . ¥

“The Mind in the Making” by Jemes
Harvey Robinsen (Harper: The bagin-
nings snd processes of human thelight

- Ll -

“The Practice of Auto-Suggestion” by
Hatry Brooks (Dodd-Mead). As Amari)
cun interpretation of Coué. y

- . . . - U

“Life and Leiters of Walter Hines Page” |

by Burton J. Hendrick (Douhleday-Pageh

&

principal significance of her Femini es
lies in the information which they afford
concerning the great figures of the New Eng-
land Renaissance whom it was Mrs, Fields's
fortune Lo know #o Yong and so intimately.
Mra, Fields has not told us anything very
new or very important eoncerning them, but
she has given us a finely drawn and sympa-
thetie pietire of these eminent men and the
sociely in which they moved. It is a wociety
whose importance has diminishud with the
passage of years and which seems to us te-
dey, in many of its aspects, rather patheti-
eally provincial and eircumseribed, Bpt it
has found the happiest of interpreters in
Mrs. Flelds, whose rare spirit never failed to
understand its finest issues and respond to
its most generous mspirations, and whyfh
gracious and gentle memory will always be~
sanociated with its fame.

'
"

""“‘.

“Letters of Franklin K. Lune” (H
ton-Mifflin). A sincere and high-mi
personality as revealed by his private
semi-official correspondence

*Self Mastery Through Auto-Si
tion,” by Emile Coué (Americar Lil :
Service), How to be well by thinking g 8

- - .

“Diet and Health,” by L H.

(Reilly & Lee). What to eat and
L - -

“The Amerieanization of Edwurd I
by Bdward Bok (Scribner). The
of a Duteh inmigrant boy who
‘American hovsehold word




