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VThey were saved by the energy and courage
of ona of the young girls that worked in the man-
ufctory. This gicl was one of my scholars, and
had often soen Helen at my house. She canght
a glimpee of ber standing by the oven that night;
but as she saw nothing more of her when ahe
cme closs to the place, and as it seemad extreme-
Iy unlikely that she shou! | be there, she imagin-

od that ber eyes must have deceived her, till she
came home to this - illage, and heard that the
chilldren were missing from my house. Then the
ydea struck ber #o furcibly that she ¢ ull not put
it away sgain, that the children had crept into
the oven, and bad been fastaned up,  Her friends
aod fellow-workmen, to whom she told her be-

lief, inughed at L er, and even the servants at my
house refused Lo listen to ber—i: seemed such an
Improbable story, and thers wers so many other
places where it seemed wiscr to search Tor the
childdren. The girl's father, «ho was the fire-

——
CHAPTER VIIL
FLOWER- SERDS AND THISTLE -DOWN,

For scme time after Edward's battle with
W_\'comhe, of which Charlotte hal had a hint,
Bidney's position in the school was very much
bmprove s, The affair had come to Lyon's ears,
and he had hestowed great praise on the little
to* + by s pluck, and shown more interest than
be. ' ver before been known to take In the
concerns of a town boy.  lle asked Wyecombe,
before a large circle of hia retainers, whether be
did or did not kpow that the Greys were his
friends, and furthicr increased his discomfiture by
producing, on the only wvacant placs in the
school wall, & new and striking carica‘ure, in
which Wyecombe was represented weighing out
meat in his father's shop, while a boy with &
hatchet was about to cut off his hand, being sup-
posed to mistake it fo- a piece of raw meat. Of
course, such wit as this eould not be without its
effcct on public opinion.  The tide of favor for a
time sot in againat Wyeombe ; and, instead of
its being a favorite jo ke among the stupidest of
the town boys to ask Sidney after his dog Toby,
they amnsed themselves by calling out Butcher
whenes er they wore beyond the reach of Wy-
combe's arm, and by protending, when Le was
vot looking, to turn away in disgust, and dis-
like to touch anything that passed through his
lLiands,

Sidney was about the only one in the schoal
wha did not appland the earicature, or adopt the
nick-name, e was even heard to reprove
Drudding for using it; and when Collins asked
him his opinion of the caricature as a work of
art, though Lyon was mmhuf by, Ilm“"‘i
eager and red, ss he always did whenever any o
his productions were canvassed, he actually had
themuanlunh orthe lrnlhﬁnlnenu. to say thut
be did not see uny particular wit in laughing at
a boy because his father hl[gtsn!d to keep a
nhnp and that he did not think the likeness
nearly so striking as every one else said it was,

Lyon cut pens to picces while the discussion
went on, nm\ said, Pshaw ! Of courre, it was
badly done—a llling dashed off in & mitute, Of
courss he made no pretensions to draw as woell
as Grey did.  Why did ( ‘olline always make a
fuss 7 and Collind winked mysteriously at his

man, who had bricked un the oven, was very
angry with ber for persisiing in her tale, and
fiatly refesed to unbrick his oven, and risk the
well-doing of bir crockery fur any such unfound
od fancy. Ee had been there all the time, and
be munst know. This girl, however, was not a
person to be turped from her purpose. She talk-
ed, and scolded, and argued, and at last persuaded
two of her fellow-workmen 1o go back with her
to the yard, They had great difficaliy in get-
ting im, for no one would believe such a strange
tale; but at last the gitl's determination conquer-
od. S8he assisted in pulling down the brickwork
from the opening, and ran in first; there she
found the two children siill asleep. The a'r in-
side was not vet so much beated as to have done
the children ;ny injury, for it takes a long time
for the fires to become thoroughly lighted; but
little jets of smoke were beginuning to rise up
from under the gratings, A short time longer,
and it would have been a very different burden
that the brave factory- girl would have hal to
carry home in ber arms, and [ should never have
been awakencd again by little Helen's pattering
feet on the staircase, or the sound of her voice
singing in the garden, ‘I took her out of the
midst of the burning fiery furnace,’ the girl said
to me when | saw her ; ‘and 1 think the Lord
must have been there with ber, as He was with
the three holy children whom you told us about
last Bunday from the Bible."*
“Aunt Ellice,” interrupted Charlotte, *I
should like to see that girl; 1 would go anywhere

to see her, [ am certain she Is just the sort of
person I should like. There is nothing I would
not do for ber."

“Nething !’ said Aunt Ellice in a tone of sur-
prise. *‘What, Charlotte, woull you sit on a
chalr covered with brown Holland, walk on little
squares of oll cloth, and even sometimes wipe
your feet before you come in at the front door ¢"

“Ah, Charlotte, you are caught !” said Amy,
“Now, I kuew who the girl was the instant
Aunt Ellice came to her in the story. It was
Sarah.”

“'Saral !
long Lreath,

YDid Barah come to live with vou direc.ly
after that " asked Sulvey,

O™ said Charlotte, with a very

“Yery soon after. Helen never rested until
she bad persuaded me to take her to live here;
and the last request sho mude me, us she stowd
in this room in her white brilal dress, all these

years ago, was, that I would ve kind to Barah,
and bear with her faults for Helen's sake, Do
you wonder now, Charlotte, that I care about
pleasing Sarah 2"

“Aunt Ellice,” said Amy, afier all the ehild
yen had remained silent for a fow  minutes,
“‘there is one thing | want to say to you, Of
course, you koew msmma wed Uncle Walter
best; but 1 can scarcely fancy that they ever
were the sort of children you have been decrib-
ing; that mamma, who was so gentle when we

fiiends, and whispered about fools who couid
not keep friends wLen they had made thom, and
courtiers who always stroked the Lion's mane
the wrong way.
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kuew ber, and so patient all that long time when
shie was i), could ever bave boen self- wilied and
domineering,snd that Uncle Walter, the mission-
ary, whom we Lave heard of g0 much, who has
done so many self-denying things, and braved
po many dangers,could ever have been that lazy,
dreamy boy, fouder of talking thau of doing, and
spending Lis time in reading story- books as—as |
do?"

]t is true, however, my dear; and perhaps, as
you are going sbout this house, it iy make it
mote interesting to you to remember that two
other children have lived bere, and stroggled
with wbe same faulis that you have now to tignt
against, and sought and gained the help that s
as ready for you as it was fur them,  They fought,
and you bave seen huw they conquered ; awnd
now one is wearing the crown.  You iike to speak
figuratively, Charlotte, Now, there isa figura-
tive warfare in which I should very much ike
to see you engaged; aud you need not go far—
not further than your own beart—to find mon-
sters and tyrants enough for you to struggle
against,”

“Aumt,” said Charlotte, ‘‘lell me one thing.
Do.unu think it possible for me ever Lo be us gon-
o and pationt as mamima was '

“0r for mie,” sald Amy, *‘to conquer my lazi-
ness, and get to be as useful, anl practical, and
pelf-denying as Uncle Waler ¢

] do, my dear children,” sau! Aunt Eilics,
gently; “if you fight your cuvinie
same banner, you will besure v conquur,  Shall
1 give you a muito, Charivtie, us you are foud
of such things 7 “I'ie weapous of vur warfare
are not carnal, but mighty througb Gud,"  Fow,
J fool as if 1 hiad talhed ws o as | oughit 1o do,
and | have given you euouph wo think about fur
one night. You bad bettter all go down and
propare to-morrow's lessons; aud, Awy, you

buder the

| have ashed Sarab to

vow dolpg & gnod busiuess, o & good lacation. The
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need not gome up agein.
help me to undicss Lo-night, for | hiave a little
story to tell her too.”

“i".dund," suid Charlotte, as they went down
stairs, I very much like Auut Ellice’s way of
ta king about figurative fighting. You see |
was not 8o very far wrong in what I said, though
1 did not put it in the right way, It will be
fighting sbuut Saran still, though it will ba with
myusalf instewd of ber; nud | shall not Jdespair of
having some day a5 ruggle i & goud cause with

& real, live Lyrant., In the mean tume give me
your jacket vo mend, and let we pot
poper on Uhat beawp on your liea 1,

What was the subject of Mrs, Tllice's story to
Sarab, the children uever fuund out, tuough
Charlotte gave ber sunt many broad hints about
ber curlosity on the subject ; Lut twodays afie or,
to the sstonishment of the whole bouse, the brown
Hollaad covers disappeared from the four chairs .
the squares of mat!ing wete taken from the dia-
Iog-room;and Bidoey fouud, to his, Edward's,
and Charlotte's great rilief, that he could walk
up snd down stairs without being fullowed by
Sarab, with a lttle dust-pan and hand- brush ia
band, to brush away the marks of bis crutches
@4 LLe carpet,
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