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SIDNEY GREY,

A TALE OF

e
Ny ihe Anfhow of * R0a and Charile/”

JRACH p—
was ore other person who was atill
hmuu-nmn. mirth and frolle of
: day, or to enter into the prevall .
toplts of comversation. Foster was gen-.
suppesed to have good reason for
belig out of temper. Ko had been extreme-
ly Smeusceasful during the examination, and
‘wad known to le under the Doctor’s displeasure;
bul thees who bad lelsure to netice him ,were
surp@dio ssahow Hetleas and depressed be ap-
peaved, il how pettishly be resanted any ro-

oppoetunity of sopuring Bis fault by pblicly
owning it. At the request of the Injared per
#6n, he bad promised not to punlsh the offender
11 he would now frankly eonfess his fault, ITe
eamestly advised the guilty person to give him-
solf Lhe reliaf of confession. o could not ima-
gine a greater punishment than the burdem of
soncoaling so grave a fault, or having to assocl-
ate constantly with & companion 80 basely la-
Jured, while the Injury was usacknowledged azd
unatoned for,

The Doctor's solomn volce csased, and (he sa-
ger young eyes that had been fixed on him wan-
dered curiously around the room, Wonld any
one come forward, A fow momeats of breath-
lese rilence ensued.

Lyon bad not ones looked at the Deetor while
e was speaking ; but when his speech ended, he
turted round, and fixed his eyes with an sager,
questioning look on Bidney's face. The look
that met his reassured him. He lifted up his

mark about the essays or question from Lyon
abeat blsbetter. They kittle kmew the pain and
Pealt thal the slightest allusion to eithor of these
raljects gave him; how he waslonging to be out
of the way of hearing more of them. 118 had no
pabience with Lyon for searching so porseveringly
for'hls Jotter,and he felt quite sick with apprehen-
siom whem he heard him meolion his recollec-
tion of having lef it in his easay, and his unoasi-
ness, ‘Jesd the ericature shomld be recognized
by the Dector. Foster could have set his mind
ot esse ou tbat point. The envelope containing
56 note and letter was safo in his poeket ; Lo
bad found it among the erumpled-up laaves he
had torn from the essay he supposed to be Bid.
reys Twenty times during the three days he
hadl come up to Lyon's desk, in the hope of being
able to slip the letter into it unobserved, and
twenty times some slight circamstanee bad baf-
fled bim, It seemed suddenly to Lim as if he
ware watched—as if he could not say or, do the
cominonest thing without having some eye fixed
onhim. Eedare not destrey the money he had
taken, and thus put it out of his powsr ever to re-
store it; be was afraid to keep it, and very far
indeed from baving the courage to confess hon-
estly what he had done. e wanderad ahout,
afraid te snter into conversation with any one,
loet be should beiray his uneasiness,” wondering
vaguely bow be should get out of his troubls,
and yet trying to keep his thoughts from dwell-
ing om it; aud finding tha', inspite of all his
effurta, they would constantly recur to some
bigh-flown sentence in his own essay on lon-
esty, and to the tormentiog conviction that he
had committed a theft himself, and that it would
certaioly, at one time or asnother, be brought to
Bight.

Basday was & tedious day to most of the bova
and & goed many of thelr friends; but the long-
et days come toan end, and the important Mon-
day mornieg came at last.

It)was the custom for the friends of the town
boystc"ssemble in the ‘school-ro'm to see the
prizes given away, and Amy and Charlotte had
made up thelr minds to walk with their broth-
er(to the school on Monday morning, and take
their places among?the spestators,

Edward’s composure was rather disturbed at

this amangement, e had his doubts about
Charlotte’s discrotion, and terriied her, all the
time of thelr walk to Dunstall, by accounta of
the dreadful consequemes that would follow if
she looked)ut him, or made Eiduney look at her,
or gave sfiy one reason to suppose that she,was
Interested in anything that might happen.
| The walk from the entrance of Dunstall to the
pchool-bouse was rather a tedions one to the
girls, for Rdward kept a strict look-out for any
of our fellows who might be coming down the
street, and, om the alighiest appearance of a sus-
piclous Jacket or eap, he forced Amy“sad Char-
loite te retrest Into a shop, or instructed them
2o oross the road and look into & shop-window,
aa If they bad nothing to do with him, and were
not going anywhere in particular. After a great
deal_eof elever generalship, Amy and Charlotte
effected thelr entrance, into the school, with-
out its belng known to more than half the boys
that they had sccompanied their brothers. Sid-
ney, in spite of Edward's remonstrances, saw
them comfortably placed, and then]went’to his
OWnR seat.

The boys were arranged according to their or-
berim the olasscs, and Sidney's place was Lo ween

1yon ard Collins on the first form, W hen be
tcok his seat he saw that, thongh all the school
was assembled, Lyvon's placo was vaeant,
““Where's Lyon "' he whispered to Collins,
“Ie was hore a minute ago ™ said Colling,—
*“The Doetor put bi: bead out of the clasa 100m a

few minutes ago, and ealled him. They are
Dbaving some talk about something or other in
there. Perhaps they are telling him that he ls
t) have the essay prize. Ab! here como the
Dostor and the grandees! Now it Is going to
Degin.”

When the Doctor and the other gentlemen
bhad walked up the room, Lyon followed, and
went quiotly 1o his place. F'ls face was flushed,
eand his eyes resolutely fixed on the ground.
Bldney tried to catch his eye. Ile wanted to
give bim a look that would show him that he
was ready to rejoles In | is success, or to receive
the same geserous sympathy from him; but Ly -
on carefully avoided turning his head.

4‘What's the row, Lyon?" whispered Collins,
behind Bidoey's back. “Can’t you answer a
Sallow? What's the row?”

“ No are not allowed to talk,” answered Lyon;
and, as he could no longer look on the ground
e fixed his eyes steadily on the green tatls on
‘which the prizes lay. He was not thinkog op
them Sidney saw in & moment, and folt sure he
he had heard something that disturbed him far
more than any disappointment abut prizes was
likely to do. Sidney was #0 much troubled by
this thought that he did not hear one word of the
Dector's opening speech. It was followed by
a call on Grey, senior, to come up to the table to
recelve the first Greek prize. There was a good
deal of stamping and clapping from the boys
os Bidaey weat up. 'While b wasin the very
nct of taking the book from Dr. Wise he looked
round tosee If Lyon jolned init. No! Lyon
wras sitting quite stil/, staring at the table ; and
Collins had to touch his arm to make him attend
when the Doctor called him to receive the first
prise for Latin verse, Bidney clapped with all
his might ; but Lyon walked back to his place
without looking at any one.

The dlstribution of prizes to] the different
olasses Al not take up much time, Oms boy was
ealled wp after avother, and they roceived tlisir
books more or less awkwardly, were cheared, and
walked back to their places.

Whea o)l these leas important prizes were dia-
tribnted there wes & pause. The sllver medal
snd the lomg row of handsomely-bound books
romained en the table, and there was a little
movement of anxiety among the boye and Lhelr
@riends.

The Doctor stood up agsin before the table,
and every eys in the school was fixed anxious-
Ir npon him, He coughed, arranged and re-
wrenged the books, and when he at last began

10 speak, it was in & grave tone of voice, that
made at least one heart in the room sink. He
said that before be told them to whom the prize
essay had been swarded, he was sorry to be
obliged to state & circumstance that had given
Blm goeal paln. Lo looking over the sasays he
bad found one that had been torm and injured,
with the evident inteution of preventing the
writer of it from having the prize. He Lad found
out to whom the torn essay belonged. The wri-
teor was sure that it was perfoct when it left his
Jhands ; but be was so unwilling to believe that
TS s impasions il puspessy \nfere
him, that be had earnestly requested him uot to
on the subject, or take

B o7 iy coniaghrefbon et

* tor atid he oould met somply with. He thoaght
g4 bls uty to relete. what had happend before

the sssombled sshocl, and to give she offeuder an

Q.

head and gave & deep breath, as if some load was

taken off his mind.

“Well, 1 am a fool," he sald, half out loud, ]
kniw it could not be; but if It had——Hush !
not now "' (for Bidoey was beglnning to speak
eagerly) ‘‘the Doctor is speaking again. We are
going to hear about the prize. Grey, | hops you
will get ft."

“1 Ul throw it a* his head if he does,” said Col_
lins, who bad edged further and further from
Sidney since the Doctor began to speak, snd was
locking at him as if he had been a viper,

1he Doctor bad now taken up one of the hand-
somely bound books, He sald that as the mor
ning was passing on, he must return to the bus-
iness of the day. lle nssured his puplls that he
bad read many of their essays with great plea-
sure ; but there were Lhrea that he aud Dr. Gres-
bam, the examiner, had chosen for a mseonnd
perusal,  ‘The first was the torn essay on Kin
ship. If it had been parfect thers was no dou
that it would have gained the rize; but as
leaves were missing 1o seversl plases, and it was
impossible to judge of how the argument was
carried out, It seemed scarcely 1alr Lo cliooss it
for reward. The second essay they had selected
was on rather a pee iliar subjeet. The metto
was from Pope's "'Lasay on Man :"—

“"Boe some strange comfort every stals abt nd."

It was written with great care and thought. He
and Ur. Uresham had hesitated long bolfm they
had decided on not giviog it the prize, They
considered that It displayed more talent than any
of the other essays ; but the prescribed rules for
composition had not beon observed. Tno writer
bad allowed himself to be earriod away vy his
subject | he had written too mach, and entered
on guestions too difficult to be satisfactory in a
short essay, Lle would have been wiser if he
had chosets an easler subject, and written in a
simpler style. The writer of the third and suc-
cesstul essay bad chosen for his sabject the
Pursuit of ‘mhm, and though his essay was
not 1o eloguent as that of Kingsnip, or so

nal as that on Compensation, it was written in
such a clesr, strightfor ward manner, and showed
that its author had thought so jastly and earn-
ea'ly on the subject, that he and Dr, Gresham
aftor some daliberatlon, had considersd it the
most worthy of the prize. Tle called on the boy
who had chosrn for his metto the fifth verse of
the first chapter of 8. James to come forward
and receive the o

There was a dead pause ; no one stirrel. The
Doctor repeated bis request with a kind of awful
politencss that it was impossible to withstand,
and then Dudding’s head slowly emer, from
the sca of heads In the lower part of the room,
quavers] about & Mitle, and then sank down

ain.
*"Du&llng'." mld the Doctor, In & tone of sur-
priso that rang through the room, *‘did you
write this essay "

“8ir, i you please, Bir, I did,” sald Dudding
n his very solemnest voice.

“‘Then why don't yon come ap and take the
prize ?"" saud Lr. W

A slight laugh and exclamation of had
passed from la-mtoﬁrm when Lr irst
stood up; but as he walked down the school-
room, Lyon set the example of cla vigor-
ously, the others followed, and Du rome-
h:: mol.lm got the loudest applause of any one
that .
‘o !you think he is asleep?” sald Lyon,
langhing, to Collins, *‘Do look st himm; he has
got his eyes shut while the Doctor is compli-
menting him. 1 believe he is half aslesp.”
Lyon was mistaken, bowever. Du was
certainly pot asloep ; but just as the tor
ced the ) row of books in bis he
caught t of bis mother and Kllie, he
thougbt it better te shut his eyes than to let an
one fancy that there were tears im them. sz
ding, of course, dropped all vhe books one after
the other on his way back te his seat, and bis
confusion was not at all lessened Ly Lyon's fol-
lowing bim to pick them np,
The surprise which every one felt at Dud-
ding's success, aud the intervsl wi'h which they
watched his progress down the room, vented
any one's remarking Fosted's start surprise
when he was called up to receive the silver med-
al, or the embarrassed, guiity look on his face
when the Doctor hauded it to bim. Dr. Wise no-
ticed it, bu't he s tlouted it te Fostar's con-
sciousness of having passed & very bad examina-
thon, and of lying under his displeasure. Ilis

mianner was not cordial in givieg tow prize,
aud as Foster was po great favorite ﬁ]l{ any
party in the schoo), there was very reanty ap-
plause, He wondered, ss be walked back w bis
l:.”' bow be could ever have thought e would

o such & grand thing and make him so happy,
to hiave the mize,

‘I bo business of the day elosed hero ; and after
a few speeches, to which no one listened, the
visttors ross to KO AWAY, ihe town boys hast-
encd out W join their friends and discass the

prizes and ihe bosrders disparsed o complote
their prepmiations for their jouruey bume, om
whieh most of Lthem wore going (o start Linme-
dintelv. Lyvon, siways bebiudband, was ia a
greater Lusile than any one elsa ; but he found
A moment for u oor inl good-hye to sidney, and
an eirvest assurance that, let other fullows say
what they would, be would naver Lelleve any-
thing against him,

Bidnuy urged strongly that something enght
to be done to find out who had destroyed the
thame, and asked if Lyon had yet spokea to the
Lioctor ab mit the loss of his five-pound note,
““2hat is just the worst of it!"” smd Lyon, I
sm preily sure now that the letier was in the
easay. aook here! Lo you seo wbo blotsa on
this page, just where the leaves bave been torm
awa:? Do you seethey are o the shape of a
man's head?  why, its slmost 4 likeness, Col-
lins has been reminding me that | got my fa h-
er's lotter while 1| was swopping myv essay, ani
that when I bad read tha letter | bouau to draw
& carfcature on the hack of the envelups of Dr.
Gresham, The prayer-bell rung thrl: I was
drewing,and you see | must have snut it up wet
in my escay, and there's the biot,”

--v’.’... carolesa follow !" sald Sidney. *‘But
this wakes it all the more necessarry that you
should 1ell unal"\'llllng, Just as it has happened,
to the Doctor,”

“No; I say not,” said Lyon. “Ths more
serious the charge the more vne dislikes to make
it. 1 am aocsrcless follow, and I may be alto-
gother mistakon. | nearly lost a servant a good
place onoce by talking abuut some money tbat [
thought 1 had lost, and | resolved then never to
be hasty in talking again. | aate making row
and | beskled o Good bye! 1 shall
lose the train, | must go and borrow some mo-
pey fur my journey from Dr. Wise, azd the
uﬂ is st the door, und | have the greater pari of
my things to pack yet, uh, welll it's lucky
for me that my father ia just the jolly father he
is, or 1 dou't bow [ should like to tell him, the
first thing, that 1 had lost a five-pound nots,
and miseed b ith the prizes, | say, some of you
fol ows, be looking fur my cap, and bring we
anything els= of uﬁuo you lind straying about.”
riuney wailed outside the door ‘-.ﬁl he had
sten Lyon eafely off, with as many of hus pos-
seasdons ms could be collecisd in a ourry, and
then walked bume with amy and Chariotte.
Edward had gained s classical jrizo as well as
Biduey ; but the girls had ot out with such high
hupes” of their brothers' triumphs that they
could mut  conceal A litle isappointment,
and consuled themsslves all the way home by
making disparaging remarks oo Foster and um.(
ding. Ibey met Dudding half wsy betwesn
their bouse aud the town  He recelved Sidowey's
covgratulations rather shyly, sud would not tell
where be hat been.  UCharlocte proncunced  de
cldedly that be was set up, and sl nost enoked
htrlrl; with indignstion about *‘the ingratitude
of people.” When she got home she was
obl 10 be very sory for what she had bean
saying, for the first thing that met heir eyes,
on eutering the dining-roow, was ths row of
prize-books on *idoey ‘s desk, and un the top of
them & jiscw of papsr, 0a which was serawlod,
in 4 udding's dis'ino: baod, ‘‘they are yours,
1 only wrote »hat you had told me. Plesse sa)
pothing sbout I, —bopose,"

“Well! | must haye another long walk to the
town 10 take these hooks back again,” said Bid-

ney , carefully folding up the and puttin
&ﬁ.,ind.m..'.."mmfﬁmm
.. :
1t is really too bad " sald Charlotte, ‘' so
disagreeable to be disappolnted, and not te
know whom o be sugry with; and as fof

your walking hack to the towm, Sidoey

. you
will do no .
-} 'uch.hlq Sarah and | are going

¢ ifarah and 11' Well, '
wid B4 times are chasged!"
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