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By the Avther of “ Mia asd Oharile ®
—
“Orly fancy, if paya could sos all this* said
Charlotte.
“Do hold your tongus,

Beranger.

" sall Edward, chok-

“Bat about Lyon," said Charlotte, adroitly
changing the subject; “‘you have nover sald a
word about Lyon for a long time, 1low does he
behave ?*

“He puzzles me; I can't underitand him,"
sald ¥dward, “He never speaks to Siduey ; but
he certainly behaves very differently from all the
otbers, 1 will tel' you something that happen
od yesterday. Sidney and I were walking down
the playground after dinner, and King and Wy-
combe, and ever so many more fellows of their
pot, came up and stood round as on the path and
would not et us walk on one way or the other,
They kept moving back wards and forwards, mak-
ing sn opaning, and then closing again just as
Sidney tried to get through. Uf course, it was
impossible for him to be quick emoogh, and I
could not do anything against such & number,
They did not speak ; but they went on muking
grimaces in the most horribly provoking way."

/] should have lost ail patience, and samped,
and kicked, and shrieked,” sald Charlotte,

“'That is just what they wanted me to do,"
sald Rdward; ‘‘but I knew better, or, at Jeast,
Sidoey did. He persuaded me to stand quite
still and silent, and wait till the fools were tired
of pulling faces. 1 expected it would go on fur
half an hour, at least ; but luckily, Lyon came
out into the playground. He had his back to us,
and I thought it was impossible that he should
pos; but 1 believe Lyon can see with the back
of his head. In a minute be warched up, and
called out to know what was going on, and when
he saw, be wasin a passion, and did not the fel-
lows slink sway sshamed! You should have
beard and soen him, Ho has s way of saying
things, ard looking so that people can't help
minding him. I don'c understand It."”

¢ do," said Charlotte. ‘Lyonand Sidney are
alikes in that. They both bave a way of making
people mind them; but it is a very different way.
Bidney makes people mind him in the end; he
alters them, and gets them to think as ho wishes
them todo. Lyon does not alter people ; but he
managea to get people to do as he likes at the
time. I think Sidoey's is much the best way."”

[ don't know; Lyon's is the most useful
sometimes ; but, however, I am not sure that
Lyon's interference on his bebalf did not make
Bidoey more unbappy in the erd, than if he bal
Jot It alone. e locked so very sorry when Lyon
walked off without spaaking to Lim, and would
not even listen to his thanks, 1 am sure Dud-
ding and I stick close enough to him. and al ways
will; but I know we are not Lyon."

“No indeed,” said Charlotte; “‘you are Loth
of you a hundred times better, and Sidney thinks
80, AFWeaid before, K ward, you huve bohaved
better In this emergeicy than [ bave done,
What you say about waiting is extremaly good,
and I quite agree toit; not but that 1 thing
pomething else might be done as well, for, as |
paid to myself as 1 was dressing this morning,
there are examples in ancient hl‘li)l‘_\ Lo which
I think one ought not to shut one's eyes—Dem-
osthenes, for instance. I have just come to
him in Bollin, an1 1 dare say you remember the
wonderful way in which ho used to speak to the
Athenians with peboles in his mouth, and how
they used to all shout out immediately, ‘Let us
go acd fight against Philip.' Now, } was
thinking this morning, if, some day afier
schocl, you were to get upon a form, and make
a very sloquent speech, the boys might all shout
out—="'

“'That they woula,” said Edward. “Defore
1 had said three words there would be shouting
enough, and the next thing would be that I
should be knocked down and pushed out of the
school-room, and find that I sl made & com-
plete fool of myself. '

“Ah, well,” eaid Charlotte, “‘vou know bsat,
Bchool-boys, | suppose, are very different from

the Athenians; but, my dear Edward, it is
really very bad for you."

“As if 7 signified,” said Edward,

“Will you promise, st least,” said Chor-

lotte, ‘‘to tell me all the disagresable things
that happen ! It will be such a comfort to hear
them."

“Jt won't be a comfort to me 1o tell them,”
paid Edward, swinging his satchel over his
shoulder. “‘I bave talked emough to last you
for & month, and there is Biduey waiting for me
1o set off to school,”

The day of this conversation was rather a
trying day for Fdward. It was a half-holiday,
und the first afterncon in the half yvear when
the boys resuméd the game of bare and hounds,
In which Fdward bad distinguished himself a3

much the last sutumn, Good runners were
scarce, and Edward's absence would be felt in
the game. The worning did not pass without
hints, not addressed to Edward, but spoken in
his presence by his class fellows, that, if only he
would not be obsti .ute, there mi i be & chance
of his being taken into favor again by the mag.
mates of the schoo’, and allowed a share in his
favorite amusement. Edward heard all io dig-
nified silence, and could not be brought to moye
» muscle of his face, even when Collins and
Harding, standing one on each side of him in
the doorway, and preventing his passing out,
talked loud and long of the afrernoon’s pleasure,
and traced Lthe proposed route over flelds, hedges
andi ditches—icenes of Edward's past triumphs.

As they wtill talhed, and still kept Edward pris-

oner, came up and cleared the passage in

the doorway. As he pusbed past Kdward, he

#toppid and turned round.  *You go with us, of

course, if you like," he said,

#0n conditions,” interposed Colling,
“Without any conditions,” waid Lyon, havgh-

“‘A great deal more than you deserve,”
Harding. *

said

“And a very great deal more than I will 4o,"
sald Edward, prudently leaping down the steya

s be spoks, and puvting himself at & safe d.s

tance frem Handing's upraised arm, He found
Bidney walting for him in the court, aud they
set off together on their walk bome. Edward
hoped that be had beard enough of hare atd
not moticed what

was poicg on, and would never know of tha
eactiCon he bad made; but It seomed s if he
were deatined to have his fortitude tried that
nfternoon, and to feel the fuil fores of be'ng sent
to Loventry; fur, as he was sitting on & stile
with Sidney, who was obliged, since his acei-
dont, to rest more than once on his way home,
the who'e troop of boye, in the full career of the
game, éashed necoss the rond, and made thelr
watver the hedge into the field behind them.
Sidoey stcod up on the stile to have & good view
of the ranvers, Lyon was hare, and Bidney
watchea him down the fleld and up the a'cep
green slope beyond, clearing hedgn and ditel
withcut a single panse. The s:ght pleased him
so much that it was & minute or two befors be
raw that Edward was not looking too. He was
llillln?d on the lowest step of the stile, with his
in his hends, [n an instant Sidney's
arm was round s brother's neck,
“Edward, 1'm so sorry ; but [ suppose thers
is no use in raying lnyﬂlin‘_nn use in asking
you to muke friends with them all
“Not the very 'east,” said Kd'-:ﬁ..limng u
his head; “and, Sidvey if you think [ am vex
beesuse I am left out ufl.hl' KAme, you are quite
mistaken,”
‘What is it, then ? Tell ins, Nod," said 8id-

ney.

Hh ! just the old thing that we've talked
about hundreds and hundreds of times, [ dec'ars
no ouo:uu about it upnllv but me. It was
seeing Lyvon and all those fellows just now, avery
one of them strong uld able to do e I.luy lika,
and then looking at you, and thinking that you
could never, never, in all your life—oh, dear!
aud that's not the worst of it—if you were get-
ting stronger, but yom,are not, Pwry day yom
are more easily |Irod and [ don't see exacily

how it's to end.”
“1 do exactly,” raid Sidney tly; “and 1
Edward, that [ coni f';'..mm you

do so wish,
to sike it fur me as well as I do,"

“ub, no, nul" said Edward shrinking; ‘‘don’ it
sy nuylhm? sbout that. You know [ ecan't
bear that It is not true: you must get

strong, and I-nu ong as [ do, a' least, We
wou't talk any more; we will gat up, and go
home, if you are rested. | hear some one behind
the hedge. ‘The game must be over, and some
of thm are coming bsek this way. We had
better not meet them again.”

Arro nas RAward and Sidosy moved away
from the sti e, two boys, who had been saunter-
ing along on the other side of the hedge came
up, and crossed the stl'e into the road. Thay

wore Wycombe and Foster. They had walh

affairs of their own, and as they walked slowl
behird the hedge, they had overhearc every
word of Sidney's and Edward's converation,
Wycombe, indeed, hardly heard, and hardly un-
derstood. What affair wasit of bis? Ho wes
wiping his hot face, and panting and wondering
why be hal exerted hinself to run at all; but
Foeter would have given llmzl anything not 1o
have overheard those few [t seomed so
provoking that somathing wasalways happening
to make him uncomfortable—to bring Sidney
(-rf before his mind, when he had almost sue-
in forgettin Inm and just, too, when he
hml boped 10 be able to vnjulr‘ himself a little,
Foster been very eager about enjoying him -
self all the half-year, u.onﬁ all his companions
declared that he hind never before entered with so
little pleasure into their amusemonts, Ilis great
lnxlnl{ seemed to be how to pass the tice, and
kesp Limself from thinking; and he dud not ap-
ear 1o care what Le did so long as he succeeded
ntha*. He had never bome a high character
in the achi ol; but this half-year he was fallin 1
into worse ropnlo -nry day. Dr. Wise coul
not think what had ba to him, He had
lost all the little power lurnln| be ever bal,
and neither reproof nor patience séemod to make
any impression. The best of his old friends
rmlually withdrew from him, and he had fallen
by degrees into com nlumhlp with the worst
sot in the sehool, yeombe was now his chief
intimate., They had not much in comman, for
for hmur was neither 8o  ignorant nor
ro viu'gar as Wicombe; but Wyeombe, from
having an over- Indulgont father lnd a badly
managed home, had more liberty than any of
the other town' boys, and was a valuable as-
sietant in procuring forbidden pleasure; and the
Rﬂdr hefelt in hlv'{ng a first-class tmy for his
fend made him submit more poumtl to Fos-
ter's changeable humors than those his own
rank in the school were wiiling to do,

To-day, however, he did not seem Inclined to
be quite as patient as usual. Fos'er had been
talking rly to him as the oy walked down the
field, till the sound of 8idney’s voice warned him
that'he might be overheard; and when the ln-
terruption was over, W ;oolulu did not at
chcose that they should fidish their walk
the sullen silence which Foster had suddenly
assumed,

"l pever saw such a changeabls fellow as you
" he said at last. “Just now you could talk
uf nulhmg else but the flshing-rod, and now,
for notbing at all, You are mum—not & word to
hl ot out of yo
Vell," uil l'n-n-r, “1 don't see, aftoer all,
wln 1let vou buy that rod for me. 1 don't see
how I am to pay !'ur it, or how it is ever to be
of any use 1o me,’

“There you go!™ said Wycombe ; so change-
able! Why, a minute ago you said you would
g0 with me to fish in Sandon Iuml the next time

fatler driveas to the farm in his gig."
s ont af boands,” said Foster,
Sout of bounds ! W‘n yo muff, you don't

mij pose 1 meant you to C in school ‘time, and
aak the Doctor 2 Father always goos early in the
morcing, as goon as it i« light, and ge's back to

breakfast. He has business at the farm two or
three times a week, and ha takes ma whanaver
I want to go.  If you have your wits about you,

you might casily ‘got out of the house bafors
ANy ono i4 aw nlu- and bs back azain before Lho
first bell riogs.”

4 don't see how,’
“Why, el \uu it bas been done hundreds
of times, Before Dr. Wise had the school, in
old Huck's time, there was scarcely a ni tht

" snid Foster,

when some one or u"lmrdhl not go out. NUW.
Just let me show yvou;" and in his confusod,
roundaboul way Wycombe went on teliing his

tories of jast schoolvoy frolics and ways of Kot-
ting out of the school-bounds, Foster grew in-
tnrnlulu- be listened, It was some exciting
adventure of this kind, be said to himself, that
he wanted to rouse him, and give him some-
thing fresh to think about ; and before the walk
ended at Wycombe's house, o had bsen drawn in-
to nal‘helun f--r leaving the tclioolhouse early the
next mornitg, aud joining Wycombe in & drive
to Sandon,

**You had better come in,"” said "Wycombe, as
they ttood at the door, * nndl will speak to my
fatbier, ané make it all secure,’

Foster's pride had hitherto made him rather
shy of entering the butcher's shop; but now he
colrented to come in, and Wyeombe brought
the fishing-rod into the back parlor for him to
louk at while he went to speak to his father,
He came buck joyfully to say that all was right
before Foster hiad time to begin to repent of his
scheme.

My father is not going himsolf,” he said;
“jt is to be our foreman, and he has business at
the farm that will keep Lim an hour or two, so
wo must be off in time, Notbing could be bot-
ter. Now, Iet us put the rod together, and see
how it looks,"

Fester saw the rod put together, and admired
it, and fclt that, come what woulti he must use
it'; and then he would ‘m‘. Rgone hum-’l
for he knew that a disag guutlu woul

come next, and he was not
combe did not Jet him escape it.

* Well,” he said, as Foster returned the rod

into ith case, * now that you have seen the rod
and are satisfied with P I suppose that you
mean to pay me for it at once ?*
Fostor hl. the rod drop out of his hands, “1
declare,” he said, ** that I never told you exacily
to buy it for me. 1 can’t think why you were in
such & burry,"”

“Come, now,” said Wycombe, "‘as if you did
not ask me twenty times whether 1 had got it or
not. However, it is bought and pald for, and
you must pay me sgain, y, | declare L'll
not stand it if) ou don'; lnd \ ou borrowed ten
shillings of mo ore day st the pastry-cook's,
when she threatenad to to the Doctor about
your bill, No, really, vou don' t mean Lo
pay, I'll not. Whv 1 lml “stand it," said Wy-
combe, inereasing {n eloquence and “‘whys" as

‘\tnl op,

“But I've no money," said Foster, ‘I declare,
lowe other people money, and, on my honor, 1
have not & sixpence.”

** *On your honor,” what a cram ! sald Wy-
combe, Cl‘ﬂlfllllﬂuuuﬂ), “Have you forgotten
that you told e, when you borrowed the ten
shillings, you had a five-pound note st home,
and that you only wanted change bacause the
woman was so unreasonable, and would not walt?
Do you think I would ever have lent you the
money, or bought this rod for you, if 1 had not
koown that "

Foster bad not forgotten; but he hoped Wy~
combe had. He had really, when he was in
great want of money, mentioned the five pound
note, without, lnou'lv-', haviog at the vime the
least intention of u ﬁ Now he was ready
to go into & parsio b himself and with Wy-
combe for his incon\ enjent memory. What was
to be dore mow, He stood silent for & min-
ulc, uhile Wycombe talked on, hinting pret-

&1 y that he was not going to sit down

ly under bis wrongs, ‘Ihere was his father,
nnd there was the Doctor, and it was minlt the
rules of lh; "Mh:ﬂ }xl;:row mopey. At l“
events, unless he ils money at
thould 'be in no mood fur fishing ot’dlthm
The bint about the Doctor alarmed Foster.
sonduct for some time past would not bsar nny
ing into ; he had much rather not be bronght
Hmunnmu-mm and he had better do
soything than provoks an inquiry Lato the state
of I""l'- ll it were to come out that he
\bad besn keeping a five-pound note while he
had been ldlﬁ overy one that be bad no mo~

drawn from the game to talk over #mas pduh‘

ney!  Aftar all, he asked himself,
need he kesp It? Mo conld never give lll:z
now, and spending it was not so much worse
tht kee {h and be hated baving it in his
l,! tln his trunk, or carrying it
him, as he was doing Just now,in hh
puhnmt be might find it easier to
when it was'gone. Ile had been fumulngin
poeket all this time; now he puiled out his pock-
#t-hook, drew the note out—he knew so well
where I was in t inside- pocket—and pushed
it into Wycombe's hand,
““Thers,” be said, “‘pay yourself, and don't let
me hear apy more nh-mt it.”
He had besn think-

Wycombe was nlr(!
ing ||ml Foster had deceived him about the note,

and, trembling for his monly the sight of it put
him]i.:}(u good bumor : ~ d
‘Il run into the shop my m
change it this -Inulo," he J‘ FIN——
i ‘‘No, no; never mind,"” said Foster, hurrisdly,
I must go now ; it's getting late. We'll setile
another time, 1—I—think I would not show
the note to your father or mother ; they mignt,
;o‘u know, w.lmd- Ioh:n—ln I.b;ﬂi,m not you
Kot any one else to change it Jould n
walt till the end of the half?” i
“But why ?" said Wycombe; “it's a
note, [ suppose? You are not playing me a
ukk are you?" and he began to examine the

in
P')h' l‘:\:‘m({nfmﬂl. What a
must be not to know a bank note when you “see

it! 1oasyoulike with it, But there the clock
in striking six ; 1shall be late .'Fnin Good bye!
To-morrow at rour. remember.

“‘Yes, at four,” said 'ycornl». rather coldly,
il tarning over the note, and holding it up to
the light as he spoke.
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