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YuR GERT MONME ASATE—A BONEME-—TWE EMCUL

The days rolled away Into weeks, and the
wesks into momths, and #till Leola remained &
prisocat ot the Hacienda de la Custillicrs, without
bearing any news from her captor, or her friand
and lover. Every week or two some of the men
wrould return to the eastle with booty, remala &
day, snd then go awsy again. Dat of thete she
maver ventured to ask questions, ss she woeuld
rather remain !n ignorance, than subject hersell

o Insult or disrespect.

Meanwhile she was parmitted to roam over
the grounde-a beautiful, well-cultivated gar-
den lay to the right of the cistle, in which she
loved to walk—and even sometimes wandersd
o the top of the mountalns, and gaze upon the
surronnding scencry.

On these occasions two men were always her
sttendants, walking behind her amd Mariano,
never losing sight of them. Not that Mariano was
watehed, for she was permiited to go and eoma
when she pleased ; it beiog comsiderad that Ler
devotiva to ber misiress was too great for her
to leave ber on any inducemen®,

Anl thas the time stole on, Leola was thank-
fal that she was free foom the attentions of the
Guerifla Chief; aud ye! she faded visibly, day
by day. There was & cancar in her heart, which
was slowly eaticg away the vitality of her life
~the uncerta‘nty of the fa'e of Jules Travis
Sbe would Love given worlds to know that he
still lived and was free. In ber long solitude
she bad ample time to examine her hoart—to
recall sach woment of the pas', when she wis
1o hls socioty, sbharlng bls proteciion and kind-
ness.  Sbe Lad soanced Ler heart to fts deth of
depths, sud found nothing there bat love,

Bariano watched ber day by day, with the
greatest solicitude, she saw the roses fado from
ber choeks, her eyes grow lan suil, ber face hag-
gud; she tried hor best —levoted wirl o rally
ber sjdrits, but in vain. The lon; walks up the
mounta'n on'y brought a warm hec'ic spot to
ber cheska, that soon pasexd away like a hot-
houss fower.

It was one evering in the midlle of Angust,
that Loeola sat at the fron® window of her apart-
meant, looking across the =mall valley, where
some children were at play, when she saw an old
man seated on a donkey, suddenly emerge from

the narrow pass which led into the valley, and
take his way toward the cast'e.
‘It ithe Grey Monk,"” she murmured, tura-

Ing pa ¢« than usual. ** What s the prograwme

now,  wonder; he is elther as ihe agent of
Castillias, or else for some damaanvle purpose of

his own."

*“ We may at least hear something from the

world without through him, ' sald Mariano, who
ad overbeard her remark,

“Yes, and however much his presency may
offlict me, with that hops, I shall bid him wel-
come,” sha replied.

The Monk was not long in reaching the castle,
nor did he walt longer than to refresh his stom-
ach with some Vera Cruz wine, than his rap was
heard at the door. Leols hade him en*er.

¢ Bendiclon! daughter!” he sald, with as-
sumed gravity, as he enterod.

Leola motioned Mariano to sst him a chair, and
remalaed seated, calmly awaiting even's,

“They told me down s'awra that you were
here, daugiiter, and I fait 1t my daty to coms to
#oe you
the offered reat., 1 was just on the way to
the coavett of Si. lsabil, to sce yiu."”

“From wheie do youa trave), facher 7 maked
Laeola, balf care'csly,

“From Matamoras," salil ‘Le priest,

UThen It !s siogu'ar you shoald have so far
taveled out of your way,” she replicd.  “Sives
you have pa sed ths convent more than thirty
milss.”

“ladeed " @aid the privst, reddoning with
coufusion.

“The convent of 8., Isabol is eie ten miles
from Cawargo, sud if | rokon rigttly, we are
oot more then ten or twelve it es feoun Monte-
rey. You are a poor maspur, (o ber,” she
added, with earnos'ress. ¢ You knew from tle
first that I was bere, for you wers the wesns of
bringloz mo iuto this man's pover. You are
here now for eo. o purpose 1 so lev wsquib cinr-

acters, and come to t e polot, fur you seo [ ma
in no cordition for dalidancs,”

Tbis plain spee:h was an a-row shaft to the
monk that nade him wince scd wnithe. [lis
brow dackene. with ange: for a moment, but Lis
diseretion gained tho mastery, and be said ;

“1know wot, daughter, how you gained this
knowledgs, Lut you munst beliccn that I bave
acted for your own good. The Sefior Castilliag
loves you; be is rich, aul will inake you bis wife;
and surely, the wife of 4 wealthy captaic of the
army, and the nds're.s of this casile, s Lotter
than a lifs spent in a couvent.”

“Why did you not say a cut-throat of the
road, izstead of & caplan in the army 2" slie
asked steraly. “You kuow bintoLe w common
robber, who is liconsed for his tithes to the
church and state, aud you are the collectsr of
taxes!"

““Beware, girl [" Lo hlssed through his set 1, s
“ Beware what you say of cliber Lilw o we
The curse of the ehurch is terrbie,”

“Then ot it curse un-il it gets prey! It can-
nct crush me more thau you and your confireres
bave done " she replied, Jdeliantly,

The old man moved uncasily in Lis chair; Lis
Pace was purple, and Lis eyes seemnod a blaze, as
be struggled with his passion. Leols saw it,
sud, in her reckless tone, continued :

“1 can even tell you what your business is
‘wereto-day. You are baulked iu your schen.e
agalost my property, the Amerizans baviag pos-
seasion of I!numm-m and you are unable to find
my fatlier's papers.’

“8'death wrd fury, gl He Lad risen to
his foot as he uttercd ths vnrl- but epeedily
checkivg bimself, he slowly 1esumed Lis Beat
and, in a different tone anl & rcoruful emile, ™
added: "'Tis folly for a wiluliter of the |1 Ay
Church to lose his Lemper at a girl, who, 1 fee,
is il aud mervous. Vardor me, daughter ; let ug
speak of sometbing else aud furget what bas
beon said.”

“With all my heart,” said Lo la, sesing that
she had galned ber pulu'. *“Wiat is the rew b
alwoad in the worll ¢ low goes the war ;'

“Badly for us, o far," esid the mo k,

throwm off Lu guml by Ler chuju!' ::nln

The sccursed here:ic Amerlcans hay wok
thelr camp a8 fur as Waly Syt
ut Bprings—almost

under the wally of Mooterey, But we La
gathered an Imengs o my in that clty, and ;:1

008 overwheli and destroy them

“lndeed! and can you tell we, falbier, what
has Lecome of Lhe young ranger who so bravely
saved my life, when my futher way uiurdered 7'

She fixed hor plercing eyes upon him gy she
ssked the question. lHe felt Ler glaucs, ayg

hoaitated ore he answored. At length Le syid :

“] will snswer your question, if you wi

‘answer one for me P
“Willingly, if I can do it," sald Leola,

“Your young friend is In the prison of St Se -
lﬁu, st Mosterey, under sentence of

lm-mmuummuehok y

" contluved the wily Jesui', as he tovk |

grew paler, but ske mastared the smotion, and
said, in a calm, low Lone:
HWel'—goon "
“You are answored, Janghior. " sald the priest,
who had soticed the offect of his words, ““The
question 1 wou!d ask is this: Who ls this young
man, In whom you take such an interest?”
“I1o Is a young Toxan Ranger, eafled Jules
‘fravia,” she roplied, meeting his scrutlnizing
ze,
‘."ll that his resl name?” he asked,

It is all that I have ever heard.”

“Inhe a pa'ive of Texas, or the United States?’

“I have sometimes thought neither, from his
olive complexion ; but this and the fluency wilh
which he speaks our language may be the result
of clrcumstances,” she anawered. The answer
had no sooner escaped ber lips, than she ragret.
tod it, for a strange suspicion flashed across her
mind; the reizambered the exclamatien which
aecaped Travis on the night when, after saving
her from the marauders, she mentioned the name
of Castillias in her narrative. Why had the
priest—Castillins’ friend—asked these susplcious
questions, if there had becn no previous seaain .
tance between them ?
The menk, however, appeired to be sa‘lafial
with ber answers, and after a few more words,
took his leave, raying that he woull ses her
again in the morning, before he left the castle,
Dut the grey Monk was gone, on the fol'ow-
Ing morning, before Leola was awake. When
she rose, she was surprised to find Marlano ab-
pont from her room. Unusual as the incident
appeared, she gave it little thought, and pro-
coeded to make her toilet. Irezently the cook
entered, with her breakfast, and she inquirad
for ber mald. The cook hed not seen ber, She
next inquired for the Monk. Ia bLal gone
sometime since. This was s'range, and Leola
began to feel alirmed. Bhe rememberel that
after the Monk's departure, on the evening pre-
vious, Mariano had been unonsually thoughtful
and serious. What could it all mean ?
The cvok had Wwken ber departure, and Laola
was standing before the glass, when she saw the
door open behind her, and a young Mexican boy
euter. Bhe hall uttered a scream, as sho turned
towards theintwuder, but paused in confusion, a

tte boy said:—

“Dou't be frighitened, mistress; don't you
know me?"

“Marians!" exclaimed Laola, in surprize,

“Yor, mistress,” said the disguived maiden,
with a smile.

“What s the meaning of this masquerade 7"
actked Leola, pomewbhat harshly.

“Listen, and I will toll you,” said the girl.
“*The priest says that the Lrave young Texan
is in prison, and under sentence of death. Al-
though | know him to be  base hypocrite and
liar, yet this may be the truth; and | began te
think if there might not be some way to save
him. In passing through the garret, some days
ago, I saw this suit of boy's clothes., In my
meditations, last night, 1 resolved, with your
permission, to put them on, croas the moun-
talns, visit the American camp and learn their
intentions, and then go to Monterey, to find out
all that I conld of the prisoners, and, if possible,

seo them, This, I thought, would at least end
yourjanxiety, and might be of service to them—

1 mean Senor Travis and his friend."

Leola sank down upon the sofa, as it were,
overcome with the plan,

¥ Mariano | she exclaimed, ‘‘You are my
guardian angel! May tho Virgin protect thee
in thy hazardous enterprise! Go, and I will
pray from the rising to the setting of the sun,
that you may return in safoty ™

In less than half an hour, Mariano had break-
fasted, kissed her mistress, eluded the watch,aad
was on the mountains, wending ker way ln the
direction of Walnut Sprirgs,

A dreary week passed by ; one of alternating
hope, doubt, faith, fesr, and anxious prayer, it
1 was to poor Leola. Sometimer, she blamed Ler-

pelf for having allowed her faithful maid to de-
part on such & dangerous mission. Then she
wondered at her do'ay, and often lay awake at
night, conje turing what had been Ler fate,

On the sixth night, she had =at up uatil a late
hour, watching from lor window, ye! almost
dead from watching. The bell oa the old tower
I joaled the hour of midnight, SLe started, and
was sbout to rise fur the purpose of retiring,
when her glarce caught siglt, as sho thought
Ly the diwn s ar liht, of many dark objects mov=-
g about at the mouth of the mountsin pass,
across the little valley. She could not tell, at
first, what thoy were, but her nerves, rendeted
acute by long sufforing, were snsceptable to the
least sound o shadow. Caatiously, yet tremb
jigly raving her winlow, she socn heard the
ruufllic g of horres, and next could hear their
trampliog fect,  They did not ride towards the
castle, howes er, Lut filed along upon each side

of the pees, wrovnd the curve of the valley, so
o8 to Le invidible to auy one approaching from
tho en rance,

Leula trembUled, yo! a strango awe Lield hor to
fhesoct, Wao were these stiunge midnight
horsemen 7 and why had they thus drawn them-
selves up st the moath of the pass 7 She dared
not hope that they wora othor thau the band of
bauditti,

*Yus,," sho mentally exclatmed, ““The Amer-
fcaus have won Monteroy—theso have been par-
gued, und Lave drawn thuuselves up in that
terriole form, to fl like & thunderstorm upon
ALuir pursuers,  Weat terrle scone is about to
Le concted Lefore mef !

At that lnstant thore came a column of horse-
wen xweoping through the pass, It did not
not amount to half the nuwbar with which Cas=
tilliae had left the castle, At the sams lastant,
a loud, cation voleo rang on the mmm.,m
air—

U(Charge, Ranger:!
them have qaarter !™

Lio's beard that voies, and her hoart lsapt
into lier throat | She saw those two wings of
the semi-circle close agaiust the other horseman
like & fan—she heard the clash of steel—the re-
port of firo-arms; Ler brain grew dizzy—her
eyes lost the power of sight, and she sank upon
the floor, pasplng—

“Saved!"

When she returncd to consciousnees sho found
Lerself seated upon & horee, with the arm of
Jules Travis supportivg her, while Mariano sat
upon another, on the other side. Around her
was strewed scores of dead, visible as in noone
day, for the entire castlo and Lovels were in one
grand conflagration! Toe mys'erious horsemen
werv the Toxun Rangeis, who had Leen lod Ly
Muriano by a direct route to the pass, thus cat-
trg off the retreat of the Guerillas, who Lad lin-
gered Lolind the rest of the flying army, to
plek off, afier their manner, the most adyen-
turous of the pursuers,

cliurge ! lot not one of

“That's wiwt 1 call a pooty decent job, and
pay s for all my long lmpricocment, 1 reckon,"
sald Kit Galen, “Thar arn't uene of 'em 'll ever
carry off any wore nice young wismmen,”

“Ifonly Castillins bad been among them!"
sighed Travlis,

'L.eave Lim to Heaven!” sald Leola, solemnly,

“It was never butended for you to sull your
Boble hands in bis base blood! "

CHAPTER XIIL
A TUSDER INTRRVIEW, THE INTERRULITION
THE FAREW ELL,

A new era secmed now to dawn upon our hero
and hervice, Leola found protection with her
aunt, w malden sister of Lier fatlier's at Monterey,

and the clouds of persecution and sorrows appeared
%o be dissipated fo: ever from bLer sky. Hero she
Waa permitced to bold frequent—almost daily in~

with Travis, who had twice rescued her

it, can toll the offoet of reaming in the gardens
of a tropleal clime, with the mellow sky over,
1ad, and the perfames of sweet Qowers, and the
nﬂ.lhgdmm groves around, ln company
with a dark cyed daughter of the Aztecs, whe
has won yoir heart, and answers to ita
throb! Buch was the experience of Travis, for
more than & month—reveling in a golden dream
of blise, sipping the love-tipped nectar of perfect
happiness—when the order was given Lo march
on, Saltillo,

Notwithstanding the soldler was so well blend-
ed in the man, he felt as if this was & cruelty in
fate, and be was loathe to leave his imamorva,
who had so entofled his heart.

It was the evening prior to the day of march-
ing, that he was roaming in the beautiful garden
which attached her aunt’s dwelling, when Leola,
after a Jong pause, sald:

“You march to-morrow, I heard, do you go
with the army, or remaln In garrson P

“Alas! for the fortunes of war!” ssid Travis,
with a sigh, “I am ondered to march, Itlsthat,
Leols, which makes me sad to-night. We must
again part!”

Sbe remained sllent, and he continued,
‘“When I look back over the past month, and
contemplate the profound, unfathomable happi-
ness | have experienced, it ssoms like & dr
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a thridling vision of slumber., And yet Is real,
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the same happiness now.”
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into the heavens.
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tors,"
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been too bappy of late, dear Jules. | knew it
could not last, T fear it will be a long, long
tinie, oro wo shall moet again—if evor "
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