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“Marre, ard vou, Colovel, remambar that the
murle m..] wan was fiund & short distarce from
this spet; the blade which haid beon shsa.hed in
his beart wos gone

“Yea"repird bo'k iz a breath, a new light
breskiog ujon them,

“This koife, 1 fee! a<z0ved, was the one used !
It is ervatcd with & dark, bard substanes, which,
Ithizk, o'

Y 8loed ' whispered the others,

Notting more was said for a short intervale
when the Colonel asked :

“How came it to bo in the tres ?” and he look-
od above, where the thick branches of the pines
Intertwined so closely as almost to shut out the
blue heavers.

‘“Aye, thera's the rub !” rejoined Harry.

“Hotbing easler to exp'aln,” said George.
“The murdater has fung it away, thioking it
the best plan, or in the excitement of the mo-
mett, Mfter the deed was committed, and by
chanos it has lodged there; the stons brought it
from its resting -place.”

“Well, after all, my old babit hes been of
tome use. If 1 badu't thrown the stone, we
should pever bave found this instrument.”

“Pleading excuses for your weaknesses, Colo-
pel 2" paid Harry, pleasantly,

‘No raillery, my boy, or—" ard he fixed his
me'ry dark o) es upon him in such & manner as

to being tte tingling blood in rivers to his chesk
and beow,

"I ses the hand of a mighty providence in this
discovery,” now In‘errupted Goorgs, It seems
predestined that a villain should be unmasked,
and we, the most interested parties, have found
the very Instruments with which the foul, cruel
murder was done."

And George Cranliffe was right. Tle all-
wise Almighty surely was visibls in the siogular
escape, both of Harry and himself. As it WAS,
the brotLars fo t the wisdom of Klis WAYA, more
at that moment, perbspa, than at any otter in
their lives; even the jovial Culonel was impress-

od with awe, at the saccession of circumstances,
pod each remaived buried in bis own reflec lons
for somwe time, George was copmuning with
bis own soul, vpon his unwerthiness of the pro-
tection of the Father of the Universe, who hsd
suffered /im to live, whila another parished far
him. He felt his woskness—his fugratitude,
and the s'rong man was bowed down hy the
force of his couflicting emctions. Blessed mo-
men's, when man feela his bumbleness, feols
that he s but snatom in this whols warld, the
purest, the nch'est sloments of his nature then
rules in tis bosom—Aumilily ! hls greatest v ir-
tus, to ackrowledge his uwn faults, be i much
Dearer poifuction,

Lot not this sermonizing weary tha reader,
Wo noed, In the midat of 10mance, some stern
reality to bring us to s remembravcs of our (rue

Bomu time Lad olapsed when Harry remark-
odi—

““Well, brotter Georgs, 1 supDOte you are
golng to retaln the knife  Give us our {ustrue-
tions s to how we are to proceed.”

“You must rema'n silent for a short tima
Yei," answered George. * One more final trck,
and the villatn has played his last, "

“You shail hoh; od," crind the Colone!
Harry in a breath,

‘'George, " continued the f.rmer, ‘‘the more |
thivk of that knife, the more probable seams tle
surmlee, that in b's excitement the ausassin has
flung it away, ard as I think of it, will you take
Summary veoyeancs, or do yon ‘glve him fnto
the haucs of the iaw 7"

“The Iatter, Colonel. T would not have his
blood upon my hands by any foul means, against
which my scul woud ravolt. Nor is it with
the desire for revenge | arrest him; bat justice fo
the dead requires It An eye for an eye, a tooth
for & tooth, blood for blovd ! Tle shall be de-

livered to justice, together wiith the facts at-
tached to the case.”

—

Bome three weeks subsequent to thia mesting,

as Harry was drawing on bis gloves, preparato-

ry to setting out for Rose Villa, he turned to

the Colonel, who was standing near, regarding
him with s quizzical smile, and exclaimed :

*Colonel, what say you to going with me to-
night ? Come, no excuses. You refused before,
80 you must not dlssppolat me, for I told Adr,
Remson 1 sheuld previ il opon viu to overeome
your bashfulness for or.ce,"”

“My bashfalrcos, llarry ¥ Aba, you thiok to
ridicule me inte it | Well, 88 you seom deter-
mined | shall go, I will sccompany you."

It did not take him 'ovg to c.mplete his out-
fit, and thay Wweré 5008 in the open air. The
night was dark and sultry, bresaging rain, so
they harried on, and soon reashed thelr destina-
ton, where the found tne family ecozily #n-
Bconced im the pmilor. Viginia,] with some
lght embroidery, which she laid aside as they
eutered; Edward with a skteh of Green Brook,
upon which be was depictirg Harry as he lay
with the negro at his back, the murderous kaife
polsed ln the air, ' did Lot take long to ren-
der cach perfuctly ot ease, for the well-bred af-
fability of Mr, and Mry, Remson, the mirth of
the Colonel, and the ploasan;

other

1 and

Waa prevalled upon to relate sume
of u_“'-hl'-, and with his accustomed
readiness to pleass, he narrated one he had myt
'ﬁhcﬂ‘&mtﬂuhm»;fﬂm
this be passed to others; from those which con.
vulsed his hearers with laughter, to those «f 4
more serious eharacter, and his delighted au-
ditors Mstened with bLresthless interest to his
racy descriptions.

At last he touched upon s skirmish that took
place about six miles from Vers Cruz, in which
be bad beon taken prisoner, and the friend of
b's youth stre‘ched lifsless upon the ground,

Ke oyes (1'ed with tears, st which be was not
sehamed, as bo rpoke of the fearfal sirit, In
which two others beslds himself wore the sole
survivors,

"My friend, Lestor Winfield—"

‘"Winfleld |” lntetrupted Mr. Remson,
of bim you have been speaking 7"

The Colonel was astonished at his movement,
and bowed assent.

“Winfeld. You are then, indeed, the #isnd
of whom bo has %0 often spoken to me, e was
my balf-brether,”

And he shaded his eyes with his hand.

“Your half-brother? He was my collage
comrade, my friend in after yoars, my assoclate
In the eamp, my companion upon the fleld of
battla! At the moment he foll wounded upon
the plain, I 1aid his murdarer Ly his slde! Re-
gardless of danger in exposing myself to the
shots of the eremy, I raised his head and sup.
porfed him urtil his form stiffened in the em-
prace of death. Ile died like & hero, with his
face to the foe |
Tre Colorel was excited, and when he had
eoncluded, he sank back, overcome with the re-
membrances of ihe bloody scens., Thers was no
assumption in his deseription of bearing up his
bosom friend, to the last momen*, but there
was innate nobleness boaming on evary featare,
which enadled you to catch s glimpse of the
manly heart witiin,

“How often have I heard him speak of fyon,
Colonel,” observed Mr. Remson, after the former
was again calm. “He ever mentionsd you as
be would a beloved brother, When Mr, Cran-
liffe used your name some weeks ago, I thought
it seemed fandilar, but my memory falled ms,
aud I could not classify it in its proper plases,
bat whou you spoke a few moments ago, and
Lieathed Lis name, overything came back like
the overw helming rush of some mountain tor-
rent, buryiog all mny facaldes in its scoup, He
was the only son of my mother by her first hus-
bard; I, the oaly ore by the second, and though
we waro Lut balf brethers, an extraordinary af-
fection existed batweon us, | idolizing him as
somethimy more than human, Colonel, for his
rake, we must be nearer friends, '

Mr. Remson extendsd ‘s band, which the
other cordislly grusped, and retained for some
momments in silence, woen he respouded ;

“Toor fellow, gallant Lester, I would have
buried him myself, but just as I la'd his form
upon the grovnd, to seck for soma sheltered nook,
I wasset upon by four Moxicars, and I foll
woundid, bleeding, sud renteliss to the earth,
when I recovered, I found I was a prisoner, though
shortly after I made my escape, and regained the
American camp; bere I learned that Lester had
been fourd, and decently Interred, and I was
showna lowly grave, already covered with na-
ture’s green, and up:n the eypress that waved at
ita hewd, I carved his name, with the rough
imifation of an eagle, and still rather weak and
childish from illnoss, I fancied I could see the
upturned face beneath, smile at the simplo proof
of a friendsbip, which lasta even beyond the
tomb,"

The rest of the party had remained silent but
affocted witnesses of this scens, too much so to
interrupt it, after a short interval, Remson and
Pesling recoversd 1heir wonted serenity, and the
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To Nelson Bradford, the days dragged heavily
on, be was in coustant apprehersion of his tor-
mentor, ard wore than all e bad heard no news
of, nor frcm the negro, whom be feared would be
tempted (o betray bim, Most of the time he
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To-night, then, I must find an opportunicy,” oyl ?}‘:‘."‘““‘ Eulton Ae, ¢ room 1 Aale,

He parvously twined the key in the glass 6‘.‘1‘::" mmln:r% m‘mn:
doors, and throwing them open, sought for the w PO posre. = %
the small vials ho had placed thers rome time

bofera, Drawing them forth, and looking com-
placently at them, he replaced ore, and pu. the
other in his pocket, then locked the doors,
reached his hat, and quitted the apartment,
‘‘ah, Nelson," said Julis, as ho soon after
entered the sitting room &t the Hall, ‘I have
waiied for you,"”

“Notlor g, Itope,” he whispered, leading her
towards un oitoman,

“*Here Julia, sit upon my knee, and now sing

is Do voice 80 sweel to me as yours,"
“You are proue to flatter, Nelson,
let me think—ah, 1 have iv,”

There was nothing strange in his request, he
bad often asked it before, but & sudden thrid
passed through ber now, and & smile like heat
lightuing, played for a moment over her faoe,
adf] then her brow contracted, and her lips coun-
pressed, he took her hand as she began, and slip-
ping bis arm around her wulst, remained In an
sttitude of attention,

As she sang, the strain beearwe more and more
wi.d and mournful, she told ¢/ & maiden who bad
loved “‘not wisely, but two well,” vae who
professed to feel a returnivg passion, but wuo
bad at last cruelly deserted her, spurniug her
affection, hcw the maiden narried another, io
ber despair, and how unbappy she had been,
how the former suitor returued, and strove to
revive the old love in her heart; how he had
murdered the t usband, and again sought her, with
his victim's blood, yet warm upon hus hands, and
with bis lips, vowing to wed her for herself alous,
and not fur the forture left her,

As sho sany, Nelson's cheok grow pale and his

baud clasped tighter the one he bald, for the vast
redervolr of \he past, had been opeued with the
memarles of yore, aud the recollections thrilled
bis soul, but still she proceeded, though paln
dis *oated her countenance, the wild melody still
foll frou those white lips, his hand moved to her
wrist, which be grasped convulsively, and still
he listened. Thd pulses seemed stopped, the
bloud gathered cold abowt bar beart, 'neath his
fierce hold at length the last note dicd away
upon the air, and she fall fainting backwards,
with a smile of mingled paln aud triumph,
wreathing her countenance; he suffred hor to
fall upon bis shoulder, yet still he clutched her
wrist, stilling its besting, sending the crimson
tide of life back to the seat of existence, wntil
with & start he awoke from the trance, and
springing up, laid her inanimate form upon the
lounge,

Her loose alesve tell back, disclosing her arm,
dizcolored with his iron gripe.
":l:huhhu.“ be muttered, as he stooped

J ber
ralsing her hand, looked at the

“I stopped the circulation of the blood, by
holding ter pulse so firmly; but I knew not what
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