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".""0‘ knew how much upon it.”
My dear, 1 know that,” with an arch smile.
“Na, you do pet,” ssil Phocbe, so stoutly, that
Lacilla &ohd at bor in some surptize.
“\u th!:vl.‘ said honest I'barbe, in her ex.
be only lltl!olluke—lnpropw
loyw‘ Now, it is not oal{ Lucilla,” al
her voice sank, as she coul lurdly keep from

crying, mlll mvhc;r';ln that if fnnk oonu;i
veu are now 00y not . It wo!
be right for a ¢l
“Oh, L daresay!” quoth Lucilla, and then a
silence. ““Did ﬂnnu' tell lnmno Phole "
‘“Never, nover,” eried I'oovbe, “no one bas

sakd & woad ngllmt yeu; (nl\ don't von know
how quist and pood anybody belonging to a cler-
gymun ehould "
“'Well, I've beard a great deal of news today,
and it fa al m 'y own fauit, for indulging in sen-
¢

timent on deesday. 1 shall know bettsr
another time,

‘T en you don't eare,” eried Pholia, taming
round with eyes tlashing as Lucilla did not know

they could lighten. “'Very well; if yom don't
thik Kobert worth it, I supposs I cught not to
griove, for you can't be what | used to think
you; and it will be better for him when he once
has settled his mind, than if—if afterwards yon
disappointed him md were a fine lady—but oh!
he will be 50 unha ' hor tears were coming
Luey Jid like you ro much!”

b‘. W

“Wel is the funniest thing of all,” cried
1 ucd bv way of braving ber own emot
“little Phicbe

ﬁmu into the heroics,”
she eanght her two hands, and helding her fast,
kimed her on both choeks, “'a gone coon, am 1,
Phorbe, no better than one of the wicked; and
{iobin, be prew angry, hopped upon & twig, did
be; 1 beg your pardor, mv dear, but it makes me
Iaugh to whink of his dunified settling of hia
mind. Ob, bow soon it could I unsettied again!
Come, 1 won t have any more of this; let it alona,
I'bibe, and trust me that thicgs will adjost
thamselves all the lutter for lrttlng them have
their swisgz. Don's vou look prematurely unea-
sy, lrddmnp- and mike Robin think that [
have immola‘ed bim at the altar of the salmon,
Suy nething of sll this, you will only make a inem
in nnrnun it"”

“Very nirl\ I may,” aai! Pho “but if vea
will na -pml 1o him vrunnlf 1 rlull tell him
how sou fesl.’

““f you ean,” langhed Lucilla.

‘I mean bow ycu receive what 1 have told J
vou o his views, | do not ¢ it would L'
lqr or kind to keep him iuige urnnﬂlf'

“Muach goo! muy it do bim,” said Luey, *‘but
I famcy you wiil tell bim, whether 1 give you
laave or not, and it can't make mnuch differencs;
I'll tackle bim as the old woman save, when 1
ploase, ard the maddar he may chooee to o, the
better fun it will be."

“1 believe you are saying ro to tease me,"” suiil
Pborbe, “but as [ know yoa don't mesn i*, |
shall wait till afcer the party, and then, unless
you bave had 1t cut with bi=m, [ shall tell him
'lul z- ou have nld "

k_you,” eald Lucilla, ironically, cw-
vaying to Phabe's mind the conviciion tha! she
did ot believe that Hobert's attachment could
saffer from what bad bere passed. Fither she
meant to grant the decisive interview, or else she
was (oo cenfiden® in ber own pawer to lelisve
that be could relinquish her; atall events, 'habe
had sagacity enough to infer th-t she was net

indifferent to him, though, as the Jm: oking dam-
wel ran down stairs, Pboebe’s loy |plrh. first ad-
mitted & doubt whether the tricky to might
et prove as g1eat a torment as & zht to Reb-

in., “lHowever,” reflected she, ‘I lhall make the
l- mischief, if I set it down while I remember

Imw!nll. Honora had found from Owen that
the younyg ladies nad accepted an invitatien to &
vary gay house ia Ches so that their move
meats woud for a fortnight remain doubtful.
She recurred to Ler view that the only measure

to be taken, was for him to follow them, so as to
b- .lotolntm in anv emergency, and she
-:W on bim the funds required.

"t [ eateh it if they found me out #"
bis shoulders. ‘‘No, but

the more

ber.
+'dbe can do bllur for bersalf than imag-
," seid Qwen. ‘‘Men say, wi'h her free
ceuld not go the least Lit farther with
plesten. You wouldn't n:ppm it,

¥, Never mind, your Honor, there's sound
#tuff in the bonny soaperrrace; all the better for
being free and unconventionsl. The world owes
oat deal to those who dare to act for them-
ves; though, 1 owp, it is a trial nlun ones own
domestic vmmn.nliud take thereto.”
“Or ove's mackiod to encouraging it," said
llm. +miling, but showing that she was hart,
“I don't emoourage it, | am onlv too wise to
give it the zest of opposition. Was Lucy ever
beat upon a nanghty trizk without lLeing d wbly
incited by the pleasure of showiay; that she cared
ul for her younger brother ¢
“‘Bat, vou go ¢
oy mtluu rambles are 03 templing to be re-
sisted; but, mind, I den't promice to act good
Fonius rave at Lhe last extremity, or else I shali
acver get forgiven, and I shall kesp some way in
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I the scerets of every guest at a f#/c wers told
would any be found namixedly happy ? Would
there be no gne devoid of cares of tlisir own or
of o'her people's, or if exempt from undis-
iurhd by the nlm of the right individual, or

y the of the wror g one, by lnldupl of
d-par difficulties of dress, or want of notice?
I'erhaps. r all, it may be hest to have some
-e nh mxlot l'lrau encugh to destro

exclu Eouhr distresses, whic!
are Mtl’ to contend with, though less dignifie:
nod mest wholesome of all it is that this shou!
e an interest entirely ex . 8o, after all,
Pbabe's enjoyment might hardly have Leen in-
ereased had her thoughis been more ires from
Kobin's troubles, when she came down dressed for
ber fint party.

Julisna herself could not have taken umbrage
at bor success, Nobcdy imagioed ber come out,
ne one ntump'-d to disturb her from under Miss
(harlocote’s wing, and she kept close to her the
whole afternocn, some'imes sitting upon a hay-
vock, sometimes walking in the shruberry, listen-
ingt: the band, or looking at the archery, in
cempany with dignified clergyman, or elderly
Lidy sstonished Lo maet Honer Charlecote in lo
unwonted a scene, O wen Bandbrook was never
far ¢ff, He took them to eat ices, conducted
them te ood peints of view, found reats for
Lhem, w.lmidlh-m who every ons was, with
droll comments ar ansedo’ es, which entertained
them so much, that Phabe almost wishel that
Robin had rot made her pensilila of the grain of
irreverence that reasoned all Owen's most bril-
Bant sallios

It was seven o'clock when this act of the drama
wae finally over, and the party staying in the
Louse mel round & burried meal, Rashe lounging
and yawning, lsughing and qul: ing in & way
amazing ug’rn‘n Lucills 1n the very summit
of spirits rattling and laughin, $ in full swing,
Thencs the party dispersed to dress, Lot llunou
had no sooner reached her room than uhn sald: ¢
must go and find Lucy. I must do my duty bv
her, little as 1 have; shio hun\o&d
day. 1 mus' seck her now,

t a diffarencs tims and discipline had
miude in ome formerly so timid and genile s Lo
be alarmod at the least sncounter, and nervous
at wacdering about s sirange hours, Nervous
and frightened indes”, she still was, but sell-
ceatrol thia in check, ard her ke was
net dluul to hold her back from her duty.
spressnta‘ive was seldom permit-
Dot theie are Limes w

their dealings wi'h others, Btremgth can be
mi'd, but what is stained can seldom be u.,
when she knocked st Hora'is Uhm
deer, her face, from very unhappines and effort
e mfuﬁy reproachful, as she felt herself
an unwelocoms apparition to 'the two cousing, whe
lay en their bed atill laughing over the day's
events,

it

ve saying she must go sasd k to
’ ﬁmuudwldlhroomw?‘q,

, sat erouched upon the bed,
'Huhn abeulders and ber foati 1..1: o
9.-1‘&0 deflant glance of the blue q‘,
the hand moodil the lips, Te-
minding Honor of the

!

caumot cantions 1o think of one who persiaia in
Culragie oece wum.”

I hose worda weres sffort enough, and had bet
ter bave been nrastd ‘¢ T'hat is as people may
think,” was all the answer,

1'A 8 he thir ke

“How do I know what be thinks 7"

Teartaick at such mers fencing, Honor was -
lent at first, then said, *'I for one shall rate your
wnd opinion by your endeavoting to desrve it

ho cam sa that you walue what you are
willlng to r{:mr an unlul’liko bet, or an unfe-
mine sporting; expedition

.i You may lhcll him so," " sl Lucills, Ler voies
quiver with pasion.

o Ye %:“llhh a look will b ing him Im:lI but
ou may find that & true man is ne slave. Frove
gu' affection misplaced,and he will tear it away.”

Hiad Ionora been discreet as she was geod, ahe
would have left these words to settle down; but,
woman that she was, she knew not when te
and coaxingly coming to the tmall bundle
perverser ess, she touched the shoulder and ssid,
;!alr:w you won't make an object of yoursall te-

ght 7

‘I'he shoulder shook in the old fashisn,

"'At lsast you will not o to Lrelard.”

hles Charlesote, 1 pardon—
iss Charlecots, i your
o4 Rasbe, bursting in—(oh! that she had h-
five secondn sarlisr) —*‘out dreasing ll impara-
tive. I'eople are be cinning to coms,”

llonera Totreated in utter discomfiture.

‘Rashe ! Rashe ' I'm in for it!" cried Lacilla
as the door shut, springing up with a look ef
terror,

“I'roposed by deputy ?” exclaimcd Hemora,

srrhant,

** No, no |" gasped Lucilla; “it's this Irelard
ef tmn—mu—m " and she well nigh
sobled,

‘'My boony bell! I knew you would mot be
bullisa Into deser ing.

“01! Rashe, she wiy ve

hard on ‘ne, Every
ora s bat you ! ' and Lucllla threw harself inte
ber cousin’s arms in o paroxysm of feeling, but
their maid's knock brought her back to compo-
sure sooner than poor Honora, who shed many
& toar over thislast defoot, as looking mournfully
to Phorbe, the said, 1 have dons, Phoebe., [ cam
say no mote to ber. She will not hear nnylhln:
from me. Ob ' what bave I done that my c il
shou'd be bardered ayainst me |

Phoebe  couid  offer nothing but caresses
full of indignint sorrow, and there was
ovilently soothing in thon, for Mim Cher-
lecote's tears became softer, and she fondly
rmoothed It obe's falr hair, uylng.- she dnw
the clingis g arma closar round her : ‘M by
wcoobine, you muat twine round your brother
ar comfort him, bu' you cam spare some sweet-
ress for me too, There, [ will dress. 1 will mot
knP you from the party.”

[ do not care for that ; ealy to see Rnbia.”
‘“We must take our place in the crowd,”
fﬂ"" Honors, beginning ber toilet ; ‘and yeu
enjoy I* when you arethers. Your lirst
quadriile is to Owen, is it mot 7"

“Yea," said Phobe dreamily, and she weuld
have gome to Rebin's sorrows, but Lionora had
learnt  that wers subjects to be
sot palde when it was Incumbent on her
to be presentable, and directed the talk to specu-
lations whether the poor scl treas would

up
the

bave nerve to sing ; and somehow she hlhl
Ili'h&n;h'a rpirita to cueh 'Y piloll.
t

hopeful
sbrolnuly was crossed by a gleam
of satisfaction from the ungrateful mdl-ouou
that poor Miss Charlecote had done with the af-

fair. Agninst her will, she had detected thm-
tagonism between the two, and bad as [t was of
Lucy, was certain that she was more likely to be
amenable where there was no ioterference frem

ber best friend.
The music-room was alread cro'dcd whea
the two made their way into llonou'l

inclination was to deposit herself on the nearest

reat, but she owed something otherwiie to ber

{uw charge, and l’hﬂl;‘nl es had alread
hlu.‘ ure arms un%

and lower L-w ‘'

Corwh N i e tewacls e " S0

conudnvlf he asked.

murmur around caused him te bend
his looks on Phwbe. Bhe knew his eyes
were interrogating her, but eould mnot

Lear to let her own reply, and keep them
on the ground,. He was moving towards
Lucills, who, having canﬁmd hu protegee o
the p.'l'(!‘ ored

German, b cunn more
among the ts, and was axc
and answering eowments with all mm
liant airs of raucy animation,

And who could quarrel with that fairy visen ?
Her rich double-skirted watered silk was border -
ed with exquisitely made and colored ties, ra-
diant with the hues of the peacock, the geld
pheasan', the jay, parrota of ail tiats, every
rtchlndnninpl e. A ¢ of the same
encircled her glossy hair, the tiny plumes cen-
trasting with the bilonde ringlets, axd the bona
Jide hooks oa'entatiously dﬁph loaser and
more innccuous files edged the l{ﬂv
thoes, and gloves ; and ber fan, which um

-ulruny [ .ionny ‘Wren, presented s Watteau-
like picture of an angling scens. Anything
more ¢aint lli.qualnl.ly mt{h:auld not be ima-
L ined, and male part of assembly would

ve upanimoualy concurred in Sir lh.rry Ihll
ler's **three cheors for the queen of the a

But towards the pnty nost conoerued in
movements, lLucilla euno not; and l'mnh,
understan a des htp A% noar a8
mi“m be to Miss Murrell, to suggest it as

m.l.l.u and leoking round, suw Uwen stend-
Charlecote, withiomewhat of an us-
-ny countenance,

“Terribly hot here," he said, reallessly ; ‘‘oufe
foeating, arn’t you, Honer 7  Come and take &
tu:;llln iu 'cluhur, the fountain is stunning by
m

No pmal could’ have been more agree-
abhhl:;wuuu. u.ﬁnlkd;: wl:ldn'nlddhl.u

ron, she would rather have
her  brother, the barbs

of that wlokul little lnghr were hin far
too deeply to permit him to move out of sight of
his tormentor,

But for this, the change would have been de-
licious. The white lights and deep shadows from
the calm, mum contrastad with the |
s,l-su of lamplight cﬂ oV windew, red-

oned by the curtains wi flowers thone
out urllnll'ln.ngo whi thhﬂ.ﬂu al-
most like spiritual shapes ; the burnished orange
leaves , the water rose high in dlnry
spray, and fell back into the blackness of the ba-
son, made more visible by one trembling, shim-
maering retlection; the blue sk
od shut luto & vault by the Inclﬂf'
acd one solitary planet shons out the lus-
trious nd.hbnthmd of the moon, 8o lﬂ.ll, "0
solemn, 8o cool ! Honers felt it as re
pnmhul began to admire—Owen ¢ mdl in
with hu Foverish thoughts and perturbatiens
were slways gladly roothed away in her comps-
ny. D'orcbe alove stood Larely confesing the
besuty, and u';pnu-lna impatience at their mak -
ing so wuch |l. not yet knowing enough of
care or passion to seak repess,and much more ab-
sorbed in buman, then in any other form of na-
fure.

The muric was her first hope of daliverance
fromn her namesake ia the sky; lvul behold, her

buildings,

companions choso to prefer ml guu
mm':mmul lece u';'und b uc.!‘l
even Madame Hedwig's quivering notes du.l not

bring them ir. However, at the first sounds of
\he -:comp-nlmm to the ‘‘Tarees Fuher's
Wives " Owen pulled back the curtain, asd
handed the two two ladies back into the room,
b & wirdow much nearer (o the orchiestra than
that by which they had gone out, no® far fm-
where Fdilia Murrell had just risem, ber hands
vervously clseped togzether, ber oulunl' raplal
varyini, snd ber eyes roaming about as tho {
in quest of some'bicg. Todeed, through all
music, theslight sounds of the satrsnce at the
window €id not escaps hor, and at the instamt
when she should have begun to sing, Pacbe felt
tho o Lisek & u l.\ elled on herselt! with a look
that startled they were at once removad,
the head lu'ntd awu i Lhere was an a'tem .g
the first words, but they died away on her lipy ;
there was & sudden whiteness, Lucllla and the
German both triel to reseat her ; but with resdi-
er judy ment U'-n made two lnng steps, gath-
ered her up In his strong arms, sud bore ber
through the curtaivs and out st the opwm wia-
d’;‘ ke & more infant. dla the
; woert procesded, an pexi pause
o R
one young lars
hh -nd u.:‘ oow was dolng the same duty
an P
l'buh. was standing near the window, whea a
touch on her arm and a wh “Holp, hush!*
made her look around. olding the curtsin
npu-t, ln a8 to form the least la aperturs,
e onh.u-hulil wul.unh:‘
oy- brimming over w
her head—three of the books had set
d-p Inte the crimwn satin curisia

and bald her & prisoner!
"Hnd. lll uever lur;ln you I‘r-yrub:lny
whisperod, dra I’h am
hdlul the mulm I e '

bobo fod 1a Ablomd saee. A $het L43

for it was too romantic & condition to have Owea
discovered in with a fainting maiden in his arms,

Soeh a rumage as [ had yownl.hl are all
|n-hled up, 1 don't kmow how, and Rulu
blgger than globules, oxly it for

so | to Lolly's, but her

I’Lnoﬂ

lliou-pwndl andlmndasnldnllut on
wm! {oney's rational old d poked
out her keys from her pockst, and got in; wast-
ing interminable time, Well, when | got back
to my fuinting damssl, mon ert inventus,”

-mncmm.
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