
FORTIETH YEAR. NEW YORK, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1872. MICE TWO CENTS.

Tl GREAT CALAMITY.

The Finest "Warehouses and Rich-

est Tart of Boston in Ashes,

FIFTEEN HOURS OF TERROR.

Now England's Morchant Prlncoa
Ruined in tin Hour.

GEVENTT ACRES OF FLAME,

Loss Botwoon $80,000,000 and
$90,000,000.

i tm'iu.vcE, $10,000,01)0 or $12,000,000.

SEVERAL LIVES LOST BY THE FIRE.

Plain and TJnvarnislioil Acoount of
the Disaster.

me co.flu;ratio at a end.

Reception of tho News in
New York City.

Hoston, Nov. 10. Thl city litis been 011

tiro for Oft- - houri. It heirt liiu be on b.itned
out. Seventy acres of tlio flnett buildings are In
Tulns. Tho general boundaries of the Are are
Ibe whole length and both sides of Slimmer
street, Federal street, and nearly down
lo Drake' wharf, and hence In almost a direct
lino to Kurt Hill, along Hamilton and Hattery-tnarc- h

tn Kllby street, at far a Llndall and Cen-

tral streets, nnd from Milk to Summer, on Wash-
ington street, Every building In this boundary
ha been consumed. Almost ever)' shoe and
leather and dry goods aiid wool establishment
In Huston Is burned. The loss Is estimated nt
between eighty and ninety million, and the

from ten to twelve miliums. Many per-

sons are rep irted Injured, and several killed.
The Bremen cot ronttolof tlu flames a little

bftsr noon.
1 7 A. Jf. The fire whir), commenced at
1 tisjf past seven last ntght continues ltdcvata- -

tlnn,andl now working Ita way throu i the
farce block between Devonshire and Congress
streets, rurth of Water street.

Tho broke out of the rear em! of a
large granite bultdlnir, iZ, K, and VI

Summer etrcrt, directly on the corner of Kings-to-

street. This bulldlnc was surmounted with
ahlch mansard roof, overtopplnc all the other
.buildings In that immediate vicinity. Directly
as the Homes began to spread throuirh the ttory
benenth till roof, and before an engine or hose
Carriage was on the ground,

unttT voli'mm or rr ame
audJeiiH burst out from the rear stories nf the
building, and In lias than twenty minutes the
rrhole broad facade extending fully one hun-
dred fret alune Kingston street was one sheet
of flame, a was also at the same time the Bum-
mer street front, the heat being so Intense as to

.force the firemen away from that Immediate
vicinity Ilythls time a strong wind had been
created. The Uatnes began to sweep oyer Sum-ni-

and Klngstonptreets. and despite all the ex-

ertions of the Bremen In every brunch of the
department, tho fire was communicated to the

(T buildings on the opposite corner of Kingston
nnd Bummer streets, as well as to the great
block on Hie corner of Summer and Otis streets,
and In less than a half an hour thereafter the
flames were bursting out of tho roofs, and all
upanddonn the broad sides of these Immense
itructurcs.

a oai.e apps rrnT to hie ri.vui..
Hy this time the wind had Increased to nearly

a gale, and the flames having tho entire master)
ot evervthlng swept from story to story, from
roof lo roof, from block to block, and from cor-ti-r

to corner, driving the firemen from every
Vantage ground they could aecureand rendering
all their exertions uscles and futile. Wherever
tho flames reached they rapidly consumed
everything of a combnstill character, even
melting granite blocks and Iron doon and shut-
ters like so much lead.

The large block on the corner nf Summer and
Klnston .treats, In w hleh the flro flrst started,
eras occupied on the flrst and upper floors bv
Tebbetts, llaldwlnft Davis, dry goods jobbers,
A. K. Voting ft Co. occupied the third snd fourth
stories as a manufactory for skirts and corsets.
Citing employment to about 30 men. Tbenc-on- d

floor was occupied by Damon, Temple A

Co., furnishing goods, Ac. This great build ij- -'

was In almost an Incredibly short .pace of time
complete K levelled to the ground.

Its destruction had not progressed far before
the flames and sparks which arose from It bad
lodged upon all the buildings round about.

THE nitL 8 I'll E ADS l TntlKE DIRECTIONS.

Thsnco the Or spread almost Instantly In
three directions ; first to the adjoining block on
PumiiuT street, then acrosr.Sunimer street tn the
opposite block, and then across Kingston street.

'

In tho flrst named direction the adjoining
building was occupied by I.eland ft Wheelock,
pentlemens' furnishing goojs, and Sawyer.
Mansfield 4 Co., Importers of dry goods. The
noxt are Eager, llartlett ft Co., woollen goods:
O. II. North ft Hon, hats, caps, and furs; next
Farley, Atnsden ft Co., dry fgoods Jobbers, and
Ithodes ft lilpley, wholesale clothing. Toe lat-
ter firm owned the building.

The structuro opposite the point of starting
was of grunlto. four stories and a half high, oc- -
cupled largely by Maiflyu, Mullen ft Elms, deal
ers in trimmings, who used the entire lower
floor; Harding Druthers ft Co. and (1. 1.. Ida,
Carter Si ( u. occupied thn upper floors. From
this building across the squire, diagonally, was
a stone block, occupied by Smith, lllch ftCorton
snd George M. Olazler, dealers In eorsots, skirts,
and knit goods. On the corner of Otis and Sum-
mer ttreots stood the Everett block, an Imposing
granite structure, owned by tho Ercrett estate.
It Included Noa. 53, SI, M, 53, CO, 6.', end fit Sum-
mer street, and occupied by D. Lyons ft Co., Nell
Brothers Si Drovfus, Phillips Sc Bhuman, U. fl.I King S; Co., and Marr llrother, dealers In cloth-
ing, furnishing goods, fancy goods, trimmings,
etc. The upper floors wero used mostly ns offl.
ces, and ooc uplcd by various parties.

flame i.kai'Ino from noor to iioor.
Now the flro began to creep steadily up both

'aides ot Huinin ir street, crawling along from
roof to roof. Opposite the Everett block the
buildings, as thoy were engulfed In rapid

ere as follow a i Ilrlnk swell front, oc- -,

cupled by A. Folsom Si Sons, floor cloths and
, oil cloths; (ieorge II. Ilutler, hair goods, and

r Eugene Chapln, commission merchant. Granite
' block Morse, Hammond Sc Co., hosiery and

I gloves; Stiles, Ilealo & Homer, wholesale cloth- -'

tug; S. Kloui&Co.,liat,rap,and furs; Htrucker
Itrotliers, hat and cap manufacturers; Wjinun

. to Arklay, Imported goods and linens; lining,
f Wise Si Fuller, linens and whllo goods; Itoth- -

V well, I.uther, 1'ottnr .V Co., clothing ; Mitchell,
Oreen & Slovens, clothing.
' A TOIIHBNT Or KI.AUK IN AIICII fcTlllirr.

At this time, about lOoYI irk, 1 lie liinns biilrt
from lh Iaii of liollillnif in Arel. 4trat. a

I

dozen doom removed from Summer rtreet. I

Almost before the exJsteuco of tho flames In I

this quarter was known they had spread down
through the building, and were bunting In a
perfect torrent from all tho windows lu tho
front of the fancy goods store of Ilawloy, Kol-so- m

& Martin. Tlio Are spread to each aide, en-

veloping tho ttoros of Thomas Kelly k Co., D. M.

llodgdon, clothing; March llrother, l'lerce &

Co., Miner, llcales & Hackelt, all of which were
quickly Mazing.

At 10 o'clock the whole roof of tlio Everett
block was a sheet of flame, tending high into
the air a column of fire, smoke, and lurid sparks.

Having thus gained perfect control of tho
Everett block, the flro stretched Its arms across
narrow Aroh street, and moved rapidly toward
Washington street, taking In the establishment
of Oeorgo 11. Lane, llrett & Co., wholesale cloth-lu- g,

and MMtcniisr Sc Co., dry goods ; Edgorton

i Oilman's dining rooms, Chaffee & Whitney,
sewing silk; Io, Tweedy ft Co,, dry poods;
Lewis Urown Si Co., kid cloves; Moreau Sc Co.,
coinmlx.lon merchant; Seavoy, Foster k How-ma- n,

agents of the Canton Silk Mills; Kettle A-

.Jones, commission inerchanta; l'rlce, Tuck
Co., thread and trimmings; l'orter llros., com-

mission merchant ; Nicholas k Bom, Imitation
hair. At the opposite end of Summer street,
nosr tho Junction of Bedford street, among the
buildings destroyed wero the following: Hcycr
Ilro., lmiorlers of fancy goods; (lllbert, livc-Jo- y

& Co., woollens (No. W); John Colter,
hosiery, gloves, &o. (No. la.').
liESTni'CTiONorTiiEniiKATwitot.isti.r; iiorscs.

Wlntbrop square, the very centra ot the great
wholesale trade ot the city, embracing tonio of
the most costly mercantile buildings ever
erected In this country, and occupied by such
great Arms as James M. Hcbee k Co., Stewart k
Co., Anderson, Heath A. Co., and forty or fifty
others, was before 10 o'clock one mats of ruin.

On Kingston street, No. It, occupied by J. A.
Hatch k Co., commission merchants, and Noa.
16 and If, occupied by Clark A; IHodgctt, com-
mission merchants, and Mellen k floodwln were
burned. Tho other bulldlnce on Kingston street
wero dwelling houses, and wero nil destroyed.

THE HAMII.1T PCINt Or THE MOIIT.
About 11 o'clock the sceno In Lincoln, Es-

sex, South, Federal, and other street In that
Immediate neighborhood, was one of the saddest
eUhts of the night. Hundreds of mon, women,
and children were hurrying along laden with
every variety of household goods. Hehlnd them
t lie roaring flames lapped up their houses before
they could get half or a quarter of their goods
Into the street.

The flro extended on both tides of Lincoln
street. On Itussla wharf all of the buildings
mostly uvil by rag, paper, and Junk innrchanu,
were destroyed. There were no vessels lying at
this wharf. At Dobbin's wharf a schooner was
destroyed, a were the coal sheds and a large
quantity of I'lmber on the pier.

Ihewbarf of the Hartford and Erie llallroad
Company was burned, and the passenger station
of the corporation on Ilroad street, at the foot
of Summer street, was destroved.

SOME Or THE I.OS.KM.

The following are the losses :
V.Ttsn A o . t n.nni Ssnip.on, llsll i fu i;iA0
Ksrliy.AmvliaA to JV'.au Onlsy, lilodgrtt A.
Kiim. i Co . imrrvi
vv jmsu, ArlUT Jt o 3'VH' I)nfurtL, lark A Cii VP
VficLtll. urcra A (Vmtnif.lUril.iii A

SUvens. S5O--0 To .. SWWt.ter, llartlett A ( o jonvi J. ('. ilurr.se A Co.. siijui
A. II. Nerlb ft ica.. . W") llounr, ( annua A Co n.nc
KIk.iJc. 1 Itlplfy, IC. II. (Irtnnrll .... SCAT

On.teclr ....... IWtoi Oto. b. Widow A
On building W,ft, Co )n,oi

Maflra, Xlollca A Ulherl l. I'rstt mno
Urn. IWJ.i, Jumou A Cn... ia,ao

llirJInr lire A Co.. 230.UD Illlit. WhliiDg,
L. ldf, Car KennaACn TCOSXXt

ter&Cu 53,010. UUnJ. Alton A
Binlth. lilfMrii.on A Iuim snmn

Cot.r.r J c lloweaCo sunn
drorge Uri.iulrr . iuofuO Hrollh.fl'hh'o-- o 3. 0
It I., holom os A I If out, Hire ftiu no,iu'

fee. . J50AD llsrdlujr.Colt.T A c o ssn.n'
Ilcurtitoe, I'erktus lllerclfsritlnBA to Suioo

& var,l tiw (lo log A l.rew .. . ;if
1'irkfr, "lld.r A ( o I'.VU' rlifford. Nulls A
A r. Fifwsrt A to . '.M'hi wu.on sw.rm
Kimtall A t o .... ."air.nl llroi. A Co.. No.i
hluiocs Hmtherr. lrtiui Ved.oui A hoes.. a'.iOi
ri I jiiLi A ( .. mno (inirije N, liuMtr..., M.ico
Mrl Ilro.. A Drrjfni l'Pu t.asrtr ctispln
I'MIIIds, baaman A iMorve, Hammond A

Co . sn.tni Co 150.1X0
C K King A ti. ;ni.iui tPr. Urtlcs A Ho- -

.M.rrllrc. . ... nv.no mrr ISO.iai
K. c Pier . av' Kwing. VVUe A Kub
Micklaiire, Ifr Klio

A Co. 15M Ilothwf ii, l.uthf r,
Parties, Ward A Co.. SOAP' poller A Co. .. I50.mi
vviiittoo, Hurdlll A 'Jcrdsa. Ctsrk A Co.. l.voo

Veunr WOP ftrelrker Prolhcrs.. nun
CoiMbk A n.0.0 K. A. Maaifield . le.1,1
. eland. VVtteluck A .limn tilnner A Co V0.li

lo 3.((0 Tt.ona. r.etly 1 I o . Smioyi
Sawjtr, M.nsCeld A IHaiul M. llotlgTiuan IvjwQ

to trAt'Mthir, Peak. A
I Itaekrt rvuio

Co JftfJiiO K. K. Mtasi.ierrAfo '.nn
I'.roKD.lMitluud I o IHU'O tMCrf A. Miner . t,iii

ivuoi Unit, llron A Co.. K)A
N. W. arwell . .. WAU roller A
i nam' erllu, Lurrler lluwuan 1J1.ntl

A Co imMi ltlre. liirker A Co . SiO.lu1
KlokIis A lelsnd.. MAO ' T Walker A Co.. UO.ti
Aiioer.en, lltiiti A 'Nurrts A Mllklnln .. 1.lo

Co ... .n.rofl irie. ltiinifpA Co. sm.mi
Pnwen.MucreA lo. IOjO' Pall .well A t oourn
A K. Young A Co. . .00 1 horasi II. Tyler ... a,uc
lianion,Teiurl! ACo lUljtui, Mrtiolas, Parker A
nbbeii, liablMtu A licpee Winn

Davit WAV ItoKer. Co Mitm
ITat-er-, Pork A (..,.. UOjul Ilro. VV llo'i t A Lo 1 l.oo
.Mltn.lsne A I o.,.. vrAnuJIever llrotl.err . 1VJ.U0
Maton.Totk A Co.. KMio'dlllert, l.orrioy A
j). L'. Urlswold iX),iuil Co f

OTIIk.ll VIllUS THAT Ul.--r.

The following Is a partltl list of other firms
who are burned out on Dovot.shlro street ;
M C HoMACo. . A Co..
Hunt.TwItrhtil A To Mil ir A Tlllon, 90, shirt,
1 i Palmer. Ac.
P W V'.liee'erli. A. II. Pe k A Co., as.
Uuir. lil-r- . 'J. II. Psluirr A Co.
Itionn. ti'Ttn e .1.1.. rjler, trunk..
Purr llron A I o. 'VVh.fock a Co., taller',
.lo.eph VV'stker A t tnrninln 67.
Ierereui. Hl.ke A I o. T.iomas Ipr.gue A Co., 15,
lieorrxC. i:teliarli'n Co.1 saddlery, Ac.
Floyd rirr.i. A Lu, Biirr, Urn u A Co., US.

Tor.n Kr ne. llendnek A Co.
Kendrlck A Co. llozsnA'n.,
A li l'et'k A I o 1'enr.ett A TIMn. 0
illtou A Tltl.oio il'urr Itrutlieri A Co, trim.

liayerAii'. tulng good..
II, llenni ti A. Hide n. Iir.iur, I'rcwi r A Co.
M. Lowry A Co., I 1, linen., A. Hamilton A O.

ear ret., .te iklelendsv. Illtun A Co., It.Ml. Ilr.ol A CO..(1, .hlrtl.' ebll A I nil, 1111.

eor.ett.Ae. Murie, .lolin.nn A Co.
Hunt. 1 Ileum A I'o.K. Ilnrr, latt .. III.
Ilrxtor. Klaitie t aiirlc I oui 'Peter c. Jocrs A Co , 03.rn,9 Leon.rd, III, r A I o.. l("7.
.Il.lm J IC-l- r A Co., 100, J II. A. lapran A I , .VS.

trick., 1. A. I elgti a I o.,
AuitnaU r'crn A Co., S3. I

HKiti HTttr.irr.
A II DailiAco. LThoina. 1. Pr.ietur
v Ilium Hum. A Heed. Chandl. r A Itovntoi
Cieo. I.i lirk, noiroern, lltlchardeon, Dovle A t o
Faiin.blmi A lo.,Uitlnt S. N. A I. II. John.on,

and scree. leather.
Kd. A Ptmitrsd, Knnnlton A lane.

ole patiier W.h. l!v)ieA Sen..
Homer VVytti, l.bles, II. I.ru, i A I u., iroat klii.
C.I. llatLeaay lon., ruulliwiek A rsndt.
I'evar tn lo.. I.allier. w ay, llrwin. A Herd
Dint A ' at or, I. It. I'rstt a t v

CO.NOIll.Srt (irilEET.
Kryr. Phillip. A Co.. turd- Haddock - irgii

.re. and sgmts for Uanlel A. Uuluu a lo
Ames's ploughs, stiovcU. H. I'. Culler.
Ae i Woodbury A Cllfforl. etr- -

llsllowttt A Col tiro, wool, penler..
Tho.. II Tyler, wool. oils llramhsll, bin.- - art
Mctioi.i parser A Impee, lite unltin.

wool. A. Ilati.tjm.
lictrr. A Co., Hnpcrtirs , lark Andrew., croilcry.

aDdJolil.cn. ,Pc rklns building.
VY. II tiplnnrr A Co, 'c. c. Prle.i A Co.
J.U. Cook.suiueii and cut .1. It. Mcliol. t Co.,cbrtn- -

flits. Uti.
W in. Hilton A Co., wool, '.r b. A IT. C, Itnr-r- r.

Ilttley A Jenkins, wool 'N P. II. Unwell.
John klrPnnla A Co. Kleld. Thsyer A VTliUner
T. II. Mtriln A com, print- - 1. Illiektmn. At o..w,,;.i.

en. 'boeiwood A I Isrx.
John Maiwel). llonr, I)e jnr A I o.. wool,
Reth Vi'illlsina. Anilrew.) Ilcif ilu,
V.hlte, 11,' orns A Co.,1 A. M. N inn A I n.

leather. Ilipgoud A Co.,leoti snd
NtvhoU A Miller, pslnters, siioc.

PE.titr. Hrnrrrr.
A.IIrewir I Co, IlinUelJ 1 Fnrwe',1.
Ja.. Vila A Co, .The lio.tcu and hanjwleli
A. Iliintltou A Co. I lll.ii Company.
HoamerA H Ir.ili llrotlieri. Tlium.s Hint A Ce,
I . It. Il'rlo. . Hunt litiMf II.
HaycrnACu. (I, A. Illntisin Co.
Henry Cnuieralr A Co, houli) A Co
Hurl, Wheeler A Ilradley. J. II. Parker A Co,
B. V, New Kn- Howe A Wsitib.

lsnlTtre Foundr), l.ecds A Ito...
Clark A Yf srre n. iKherburr.c A Co.
(lordoc, lt"C"n A Co. K. II. Illl,. A Co.
(Ismage llrolhrii. New Kngl.nd Comrany
llruedlct A bnrnhtm, Vfsn- - .lndilt A (llbbt,

utacturlng i.otiipani Jiennl.on es Co.
Wslden llrotliert. Wnrlit A potter.
VVslkrrACn. Krsucls A Msllon.
Kidney 1 brier A Co, .Ceo. II. Ilruwn A Co
Howe, plrrc" A Co, V. U. nil, A Co,
Walter ISurMet, HolurooV, I'sae, Helllug A Co

Floyd A l i, II. II. Piiinsin A Co.
kltnn.lti wen A Kswyr, Well. A- Wilbur
Lamkln, Fo.trr A Co, Kb J. Hand.

Alien PTIIICT.
Pooue. CsnnslI A Co. 10. ll.flrlunell A

J,J. '.oiT, Ifleo, (I. I m.loir A Co,
M0IITON 1'I.ACr.

Holt, Twllcliell A Co., K, Amarlsh Storr. A Co., tA,
leatlKr. rubber, and col' card, cardboard, tuil un-
ion tio.e, I cy potters.

Hioinai Snjnif ACo.,l.rt',Joic'!'ii Walker A Co., dry
dlsrysndlueflw.re. roolsand gsntt'fiirnWi.

J.H. 'liter, trunk tusnttfaod log good.,
turer, )

rnAKi,i! STnxrr.
Leisnd. Allen A Hates, M Whlte.ll-nw- n A Co.

andM. Iirsher Alioott.
J.C. Howe A Co., si. James t.ovett A Co.
Hinllli. Blebbtui A Co., IJ.'the Kulgrsnts' fsyteis

and (7. Hank.
Iiemlng, Itlee A Co., 49, Wiillsoj (1, Horton A Cn.

book., Ac, .sved. iMthileu, niomell A Cn.
ltsrdlng, t'ollif A Ce., tS, Kendall, Harrows A Co,

eomntt..lon nvrchsnts. vvst.on A Clark, printers,
rterro Hardy A Co., 41, Chick A Andrews,
(lowing A drew, 89, Mathew Qnlmhy's ffons,
PsToril. Nntl I WIl.on.trT. Hll.s, Whilinr, McKenna A
itlf lunlion. nird A Co, do.. At, cloths.
J, II. Prsy, Hon A Co. srrtre brothers A Co., 83,
(ror-r- If. Watson, woodens.
Patrick Pon.liuu.

Mlt.K HTittr.rrr.
Some ot the most prominent firms on Milk

slreot, between Washington and Devonshire
atreots, are Ordway llrother, wholesale milli-

ners; llrewer k Tllcston, publishers; F.K. Dag-

gett, trunk manufacturer; J, Cooper, plumber;
William Heckloy, straw works; Dowden At

llrunn, SleeiKir, Flsk At Co., Stephenson llroth-er- a,

1), I', Ives At Co., Dospaux, Illake k Co., A.
1). Williamson Av Co., Dice, Kendall k Co., paper
dealers; Dice. (loddard&Co., printers; French
k Coffin, tarldl.'ry, hardware, and carriage trim-

mings; Armtlrong Co., lithographers; M.T.
Waslilngton, glass works; Itlchitrd L. (lay, sta-

tioner; Dennlson k Co., toys, guns, label,
There were also many other Anns doing a busi-
ness of more or less Importance; most of these
will perish either by flro or explosion.

SKVMIAI, IIANKH PESTltO V kt).
The banks destroved are the National Hank of

North America, IS l'r.inklln street, and llio Na-

tional Itevcrc Hank, 71 Franklin street. At 2

o'clock this momlng tho chances wern that tho
Continental National Hank, fil Chauticcy street,
and the Emigrant Savings liatik, 17 Franklin
atreot, would also succumb to the flames.

At this hour a hnst) visit In the neighborhood
of tho southern boundary of tho fire revealed
the fact that tho flames had not extended far
up Kingston, Columbia, anil Lincoln streets In a
southerly direction, but had burned along the
sides of those streets, making progress over
Ilroad street In the water front. All through
the South Cove district, where wooden buildings
are numberless, there were In notion numerous
steamers to prevent tho spre.nl of tho Ore sldo-way- s,

and to keep It out ot ti thlckly-ixiptilatc- d

district.
Ol!ElT1l ll.r.EINtl rilOM THE HOTFI.S.

The t'nlted Slates Hotel was the nearest pub-li- e

building In the line of the fire spreading side-
ways, and many of the guests or occupants
were active In moving their trunks and other
small baggage to places more secure. A visit to
Summer street showed the fire to have ad-

vanced on the south side as far as West ft
Hovey'sdry goods store, the upper portion of
which building was then on Arc. The wind had
moderated somewhat, but the Ore acemcd to be
fast eating Its way toward Washington street, In
which event the cst tbllthments of Stearns A

Co., Martin Walker ft Co., Win. H. Stnrnies ft
Co., TMre, Crump ft Co., anil a large number of
tlrtiu doing buslne'j In tho tiprcrportlonsnf the
buildings would bo swept aw ny. The fire appears
to bo making to the rear of these buildings. If
not cheeked, the extensive pbiee of Jordan,
Marsh ft Co., In Central Court, and extending to
Washington street, sUtids in Imminent danger
of destruction.

IMLI'llllNO TO DIM t'P nt'ILPIXO!1.
After repealed sollcllutlons on the part of

business men, owners of real estate, and others,
Chief Engineer Damrell Just before t o'clock
gave the order to rope off the streets leading
Into Milk street, preparatory to blowing up lite
buildings on tho south tide of that street. A
body of I'nlted States marine from the Navy
Yard marched up Washington street about 3
o'clock, and tendered their services cn police
duty, which weie Immediately accepted.

ciTurAS and orrtciAiA in cocm iu
Shortly after 2 o'clock A. M. a meeting nf citi-

zen, was held In the Mayor's parlor In the City
Hall, his Honor Major (luston being present,
and Chief Engineer Damrell occupying the In-

formal I'rrsldency. On motion of (len. Win,
Hurt a detail of citizens was authorized to tako
charge of all the streets leading directly to the
Are, and hsvu exclusive control of them, with
the a'tlstarice of tho police, with authority to
take any action they might see fit lu the emer-
gency. The detail consisted of Ueu. Hurt, Al-

derman Jocks, Col. Shopard, and other n

citizens, and each one has control of In-

tersecting streets, with full liberty to use pow-
der In the stoppage of the devouring clement In
iae they should consider It expedient, and with
the consent of the Chief Engineer of the Fire
Department. It was also authorized that Incase
of necessity tho military should bo called out.
At tho aliove meolltig his Honor Mayor Oaaton
cxprrued hi perfect willingness to call out tlio
mllllla to relievo the policemen, and he even

d to Issue tho order ut 1 o'clock tHs morn-
ing, but as none of the military ofllcei-- ; present
knew how their men could be notified beforo to-
day (Sunday) the matter was hold In ahevAiice,
and It is very much more than probable they
will htive to go on duty this forenoon.

THE MOST VVr.irOVIEHOl'flll or THE NICIIT.
The report of building blown up, Indicating

that gunpowder was being used to stop the lire,
was heard at five minutes past three o'clock,
and was the most welcome sound of the night,
for It betokened a fearless, honest, rail leal effort
lo save lloston front Chicago' fato. Three dis-

charges were made In a block on Devonshire
street, and these threw the bulldlugs partially
down, but without apparent benefit, for the
flames Jumped over the gap almost Instantly,
The building was close to the Ore, and utile.
block more distant are speedily prostrated the
effect will, of coune, be simply nothing.

The trains were laid In Federal street about
two o'clock, and the street Immediately cleared
for action. At ,1:45 o'clock this morning the de-

struction of building In the path of the confl-gratl-

by the explosion of the gunpowder waa
begun In good earnest, the shocks shaking the
city to Its foundations, ft Is to be hoped that
the city may be saved by this meam nothing
else will, 1 lie fireman, though exhausted by
their arduous labors, are still working with a
will, but It Is plain to be seen that water alone
offers no weapon powerful enough to tight the
Ore fiend,

WfltVISO nfll.lMNCS TO ATOMS.
At 1:05 o'clock a most terrible explosion took

place, which undoubtedly did good service. At
C o'clock several buildings on Devonshire
street were blown to atoms, A determined
effort Is being made to prevent the further pro-
gress of the flame northward. Tho Transcript
building caught fire Just before fouro'clock, the
dimes bursting In the rear and spreading with
such rapidity that .all hop of saving It was at
mice dispelled,

Tllli kxtknt or the nitr,
At I o'clock this morning the Are extended

from Washington street on the wett to the
nhnrve on the east, and from Milk street on the
north; to the Hartford and Erie llallroad bridge
on the south, the urea of the burnt district
being roughly estimated at two hundred acres.
The estimate of a n real estate man Is
that the lots on buildings will average si--' per
foot for thtii area, and therefore we have a grand
total loss In buildings alone ot upward, of one
hundred million dollars.

So fierce was thn march of the flame.; and so
Irresistible tliat;merchant9 on Oliver street,vvhen
they flrst were made aware of. tho danger, essay-
ed to move their goods, but could nut on ac-

count of the heat, mid thrrefoiu they must bo
burned where they are. At an early hour In the
evening the State prln'.lng office waa destroyed.

i'iioniik.Rtj or the nun at iiaviiiu:a,
At 0:12 A.M. tho progress of the flro south-war- d

was checked, and also, In n great measure,
toward thn Koitthcasi, tho extremo limit of de-
vastation In that direction being the Hartford
and Erlo Itullroad depot, extending, however,
out on the rond, and burning the bridge. Then
It ran along Hroud slreot to India, taking all tho
Intermediate wliuries, nnd destroying a few

I vesvels,
Th Or rrotled arouud th new uol ofllce

building, and reached the northerly tide of
Water street. Tito large building on the corner
of Congress and Water streets was burned.

Engines No. 1 and No. 4 of Providence reached
the scene of the Are about this tlmo, and there
wtre numerous hand engines present from towns
In this Stale. Lynn sent two steamtrs, Not. 1

and 2, and a hose carriage
No one branch of business suffers so ex-

tremely as th boot and shoe and hide and
leather trades. The loss here mutt exceed the
great one sustained by the dry goods Jobbers.

an in rut x or TtiiEvrn.
Tn the early hours of tho morning the plunder-

ing by thieves became goneral, and firms who
had removed their stock to places of supposed
security out of doors wore victims of those pre-

datory rascals. Arrests by the police became so
numerous that It was found Impossible to ac-

commodate all the prisoners, and they wore
therefore discharged from custody after making
restitution nf Hie stolen property. Contrary to
previous reports, alt the dwellings on Kingston
street are saved. The tamo It fortunately the
case on Lincoln street. All the residences of tho
Fort Hill section, so called, Including Grldley,
High, and Ilroad streets, have been destroyed,
rendering hundreds of families homeless and
destitute

THE bOSSr ON WASHINGTON STItEET.
On Washington street tho fire was chocked by

5 o'clock In the southerly direction. It had not
ronched beyond Summer street. The buildings
on tho southerly sldo of the latter street re-

mained standing, and most of them untouched
by tho flames, with the exception of the three
nearest Chauticcy street. These were burned
out, though the walls remalnod standing, and
thoro was no further dancer In this direc-
tion. The building of the Amerlcau Watch
Company, or. the northeasterly corner of
Washington and Summer street, liail been
completely gutted, but tho walls remained.
North of this, on Washington street, tho same
side, all wero destroyed as far as the 7'nimf ripl
building, though portions of tho wall of romn
of tho buildings were loft, lloth Washington
nnd Summer streets aro Oiled with bricks, mor-
tar, uid huge stone to the depth of soveral feet.
A portion of the front of Trinity Church Is
standing nlono to mark tho location of the late
beautiful edifice.

the njvMnt srrn.i, sritcAuiNn,
lleforo 5 o'clock the Are found Its way acres

Water street, and caught upon tho window cas-
ings and tho roof finish ot Simmons' lllock, In
which was the lloston Car Spring Company's
office, nnd tho Hide and Leather Hank, and be-
fore tho hour was passed the whole building was
enwrapped.

At a quarter to tlx the building on the oppo-
site corner of Congrc street, wher" wa the
Miiiwmut Hank and W. E. ft Co.'
store, caught and In ten mlnule all hopa of sav-
ing It wa gone. Northward, townrd tho Post
Ofllce and Slat- - .trect, Lvrcpt I bo ll.itnes. and all
hope of stopping Iheru by witter wan shut off
foiever.

At six o'clock the waits of the stone block,
where was S. Norwell'n store, fell with a crash,
which tent tlio sparks, dust, nnd flame far d.

a id J.tst befoie till tlio Crctook dltert-l- y

opposite, on the northerly corner of Federal
at.d Milk etree'ji, and began It career toward
Kllby and Ilriud streets.

Tbcso wero t.'ie northeasterly limits at six
o'clock ; but a the outer lines ot flames chango
with every moment, thero Is no telling where
the Are may bo In half an hour. State, Devon-
shire, Congress, and Kllby streets, and Congress
square were, so far at merchandise was con-
cerned, on wheels and afoot, for everybody was
moving whatever was portable. A largo party
of nun wero engaged lu tcarltur down signs In
the vicinity of Milk, Ilroad, ani Kllby streets,
and around Liberty square.

tiil iivii.uinii! tiETnovr.n.
The buildings totally destroved on Devonshire

street, between Milk and Water streets, were,
those occupied by the Home Insurance Com-
pany, Eastern Express Company, and the Na-
tional Hank of the Commonwealth.

On Milk street, outh side, the building now
In the path of the flame wero those occupied
byT. O.Caldwell ft Co., Oilman Druthers, Wm.
II. Williams, S. E. Pierce ft Sous, the I'ulon
(Ilasa Company, and Harrington ft Dana. The
parties burned out on Milk stroot, In addition
to those previously mentioned, were II. M.Clark
ft Co.. S. 11. Wnrren, (Irani. Warren ft Co.. D. II.
Sparhawk, T. S. Nowell, Hyde, Hutchinson ft
Co., Hill. Clark ft Co., Amos P.Tapley, A. ft A.
Lanrun e ft Co.

On Congress street, between Milk and Water,
were lite Eiett r Marld is Works, nnd buildings
occupied by Dillingham ft Co., J. P. Maishall ft
Ilro., Thomas A Talbot, Marplesft Hliaw, Mpauhl-lu- g

ft Co.. Itogers. Hush ft Co., A. W. I.o.ko A

Co., tbo (Ileal Western Despalih Freight Ex-

press, L. 11. Wilder, and T. W. Itlpley.
On Wntor street was the Illdo and Leather

Hank, the Mercantile Agency, tho HoMon Car
Spring Company, thn lloston JW building, the
Hope Mutual Lire Insurance Company, the llos.
ton Hot tie Works, Ednard M. Smith, the New
England Trust Company, Vincent I.afnnne.

The following parlies on Water street have
been burnt out or must go speedily: Herman S.
Doane, Joshua M. Lushing, John 11, Cullender,
Small ft Appleton, and the kerosene lamp store,
corner of Kllby street. The Western Union
Telegraph Company, fearing the destruction nf
their premises, removed their Instruments to
the Providence depot.

it u.i' iitou AmioAn.
At K A.M. steam engines wero arriving from

all directions. The steamer Kearsarge, from
Portsmouth, N. II., went to work with a will.
The men who came with her reported that the
light of the Are could be seen from Portsmouth.
A strainer from Portland came In on the Pull-

man train. Th lloston Trnrrllrr sent Its mov-
able property to Charlestown. The Mount Ver-

non National Hank, at IK) Washington street, I

destroyed. An attempt to blow up Currier ft
Trott's Jewelry store, corner of Milk and Wath-Ingto- n

streets, this morning, was unsuccessful,
the explosion spending Its force through the
windows, scarcely Jarring the solid walls, Tho
windows In the neighborhood were all shattered
by the concussion, nothing more.

Superintendent Forrlstall did a noble work In
sending out all the city teams at nn early hour,
and keeping them at work all through the night
and early morning removing goods to the city
stable yards. It Is estimated that nt least one
million dollars' worth wero saved by the prompt
and efficient action taken by Mr. Forrlstall,
Soveral of the attempts to blow up buildings
met with the ill success that attended the ex-

periment on ths.corner of Milk and Washington
streets.

tiik riiit in in NOitrn end.
A visit to the north end of the fire at 7 o'clock

showed that It waa not progressing with
anything like the previous rupldlty, having
advanced not more than a hundred feet
Into Congicss stirot, between Water and
State streets during the preceding hour
nnd n half. Tho heat had none of that
fierce, terrible Intensity widen had been devour-
ing bulldlugs so inphlly. The same state of
affairs was found tn nilnt on Milk street. Thebuildings nn tho southern sldo of the street, be-
low Peurl street, which had caught as early as
Hi o'clock, wero burning slowly In coitipsrlson
with the way their near neighbors went, and
their wnlls were all intact. An Immenso num-
ber of streams nf water were being poured on
tho klo from every possible point, nit niiglnu
from some other city or town being seen at
every comer, nnd theso seom to be having good
effect.

tiik NEWsPAi'ain orricps.
It was rumored about 0 o'clock that tlio old

South Church had been mined In order to be
blown up, but on Inquiry It was found Hint those
In charge had resolved lo look to the protection
of the heavy wull of th 3Vd iw rlj it otlleo oppo-
site. Tho proprietors of the Vrttiwcrljif did not
remove unyof tliolr material. It waa packed,
however, and lowered Into the cellar, and some
of It may lie savod from destruction. The Post
building will be nearly destroyed, although the
wulis may romaln standing. It ha been an-
nounced that the progress of tlio flro was on
tliely ttoppid lu u suutheosterl) dlrtiUluti, aud

there Is no more danger of Its sprsadlog north-
ward on Ilroad and Purohaie streets.

All efforts at estimating the losses and Insur-
ance aro futile at this time. Having given the
march nf the Are Send, most readers will readily
recall the names of a great majority of th busi-
ness fir ins on the prominent streets through
which It passed. We hope to be enabled tn give
a list as full a It Is possible tn obtain of th suf-
ferers, the losses, Insurance, ftu.

THE fine HI'llIAIIINO TOWARD STATE STREET,
The flames, however, wre not subdued. They

frogroised with unabated fury and certainty
street. At a quarter put nine

o'clock It had reached In nearly a straight line
from Congren street through Llndall to I. liny
street and Liberty square, both sides being on
Are. Tho rear of the Post Office on Lludftjl
street was blazing. It having boon nfes.ary to
blow up tho bulldlnc corner of. Congrcrs street
and Congress squaro, It was mined and exploded
shortly before nine. Tho large granite front
building at tho northwest corner of Lincoln and
Kllby stroots, occupied by Vincent ft Hutching,
Insurance brokers, J. Wiley Edmonds, and
severnl others, was also blown up at nine
o'clock, though tho effect of tho blast was ap-
parently of no material advantage. 'Die inside
waa shattered, hut the wall and much of tho
wood work were left standing, the latter In a
condition to nccrlcrato rather than retard the
progress of the Are.

Tho flames wem making their way with grim
certainty toward thecoiner of Ilroad utid State
streets. They would evidently strike Stalo
street nesr tho corner of Kllby street, It being
only tlireo doors dltnnt.

ibowiNO up nmi.tiiNrifl.
At 9 p'clpPK nn effort wa made to arrest their

progress by "blowing tip the orir. building,
which Is thlid from the Stale street front, but
three explosions failed to mnko the desired Im-

pression. Neatly every building back m
State street front, between Congress nnd Hmnd,
wero already ruined ; while kogs of powder, with
the match In rendincss for lighting, wore placed
under a largo number of the buildings In the
vicinity of Ilroad streot, ready to rond them to
pieces. (Jtilte a distance from the Kllby street
front, next State struct, where the fire was hot-
test, Is a heavy granite building, with but little
ornamental work to catch thn flames, but noxt
to It Is a very high granlto building belonging to
tit? Shoe and Leather Exchange, and Is only
ti'Pii,d Ai'iil the rsglng Dr by the plain
granite building.

On Milk street tho fire hn passed below the
comer of Oliver (on both sides), and Is very hot,
and only a single small block of buildings be-
tween It and Ilroad. Itlght In the vicinity aro
ma,.y largo stores filled with oils, paints, or
liquors, ntul If theso aro caught thero seems to
be no po.slble way to stop the progress of the
flames bofnre thoy roach thn water In this direc-
tion, tut t there is vet it small chnnco to savo
Slate street by fearlessnessnnd promptness. In
the squaro formed by Doane, State, Kllby, and
llrond street, tit U o'clock tlieto was only ono
building on tire, nnd that had Just commented
at the corner of Kllby nnd Doane street. In
other quartcr-- i tho flro seoms to have somewhat
subsided, or at least reached Its extreme limit.

HANK JII'IMJINOS IN DANOCn.
If the flame are not stopped by some super-

human effort in Kllby street, tho following banks
will have to succumb to the lire fiend s At-
lantic National, Atlas National, Eaglo Notional,
and tlio Shoo aud Leather National. There ere
also large numbers of Insurance companies lu
the same street throatenod with the same disas-
ter. 'Hie Merchants' Exchsnge, Including the
Post Office, has gone. The malls, however, have
been saved. The Post Office will open lu Faneult
Hall

H .1. .l.-T- bo lire Is sweeping up Devonshire.
Comrre's, and Water streets, nnd the Merchants'
Exchange rti State street Is threatened.

11.4. Af -- it It believed that the Urn Is now an
far under control that It will nut cross Slate
tlreet.

the rntr t'Nnr.n comtiioi,
2 P. M. Tie fire Is now believed to lie under

control. The Did South Church was not burned.
The iniMM ofll e is destrovud, and tho office
of llin lloston pt( is hn .1) damaged. II) h .If
pas 11 o'clock the p.ngriss of the fire townrd
the water In tho direction nf Kllby and Central
streets seemed t be effectually stopped, and the
streams of water were used In extinguishing the
flames among thn ruins, which prosent an

of utter devastation.
THE 1.IISSIX ON Ktt.Iir AND CENTRAL STTntETS.

The principal losers at this point are H. Samuel,
cigar maker, J. P. P. Dubue, agent for llurk-harde- 's

lager boor ; I toed ft ltowen, commission
merchants, and the Commercial Printing House,
all situated In a four-stor- y brick block on the
south corner of Central and Kllby streets. On
the opposite comer Is another four-stor- y brick
building, which is completely demolished in the
Inside. It was occupied by P.T. Hawloy, saloon ;
Almrn. Fay A Co., commivslon merchants ; J. II.
ft N Mies, printers ; F. II. Hall, Solicitor of
Patents ;ll (.'. Dane, J. It. llaker, Wnvlandft
Norton, nnd Flint ft Hall. This building is
numbered :u Kllby street. There nro several
adjoining blocks, the w litdowsof which nre bad-
ly shattered by tho explosion. In some of them
scarrrl v n whole pano of class remain,

On kllby street the vails of the blocks num-
bered from Slto'IU. Inclusive, are partlallyslnnd-lug- ,

but tho Interiors aro almost entirely ruined.
Thee were occupied by Ooorge Whlto Williams,
Importer of saddlery hardware ; Wm. Warren j
(1. Tucket-ma- A Co,: II. S. Sargent; Geo. W.
Ilrnwn; E. Seavor. coal and wood dealer; I nlon
Stone Co. ; and Gray ft Co., cotton brokers.

Hy the most strenuous exertions the firemen
succeeded In subduing the Haines about the
Post DtUi e, so Unit by noon nothing was dis-
cernible In the Interior In tho way of a blnzo,
and strong hope- - nrn entertained that the build-
ing n III be saved, though Hie various itepurt-inentsl- n

Die inside will be thoroughly drenched
with water.
the post orriiE and svveii

n P. .tf-- Th progres of the llnnies In the
direction of thn water Is checked, and the tiro
seems to be well under control everywhere.

The lien Post OffW nnd build-
ing wus for a long time oxposed totho fierce
flames and smoke, but was scarcely scarred.
I'lils masslvo lire-pro- Mrucluro ssved Hie llos.
Ion .vforn,riu l'ft building, directly oipMto.
arid helpod greatly lu preventing Iho fire fromreaching State street. The old South Churchulsocacapod, though several times given iii for
lo-- t. The costly utid beautiful iMiiwrlpf build-
ing nnd Currier ft Trolf Jewelry establishment,
on th opposite corner of Milk street, wore
burned, 'lite Eastern express office was saved,though reported atone time a burned. Two
steutn flro engines came Irom Portland, with
four hundred of her leading citizens, headed by
Major Kingsbury, lo proffer every aid lu their
power.

the boss to the wool and PHOt: Tit lilt:.
The conflagration was got under control at

about 1 o'clock, having lu the space of fifteen
hours destroved hundreds of the costliest and
most substantial warehouses In the country,
nnd temporarily pnralyzluc three of the leading
luercautll interests shoe nnd leather,
wool, and dry goods trade. It Is said lint there
Is not one wholesale, shoe and leather establish-
ment left in lloston. The wool trade lias suf-
fered lu nn equal degree, and the dry good Job-
bing houses are few mid far between.

The Ninth llegluient nnd detachments from
other regiments, amounting to ltU men, aro on
duty for the protection of property and the pre-
servation ot order.

jiu.irr ion the st'rrritiNa.
A meetlngof prominent citizens wssheldln

the City Hall this afternoon, piusldcd over by
Msyor Gaston, at which rncoiiraglng speeches
wem made and energetic action urged In order
to alleviate the suffering of the need) as well a
for rebuilding thn burned district, A numerous
relief committee was appointed, of which Mr,
William Gra) Is thn Chairman. The cominlttoo
will hold dallv session. A bureau of relief was
also organized, of wlilch Norcrossls
Treasurer.

THE I10UNDAHIES OF TIIK rillK.
The following are Hie general boundaries of

the conflagration : The whole length and both
sides of Summer stteet, across Federal and
nearly down to Drake' wharf, nnd thenco in
Itiisrly direct lino to Fort Hill, along Hamilton
nnd Halter) march to Kllby streot, ns far at Lin-de- ll

and Central streets, nnd from Milk to Sum-nitro- n

Washington street. Within theso boun-
daries, an area of nearly toventy acres, every
building Is consumed. Almost every wholesale
shoe nnd leather and dry goods and wool estab-
lishments In Huston aro burned.

Chicago proffers, by telegraph, sympathy and
aid. Fire engines, by special train from New
York, arrived this morning Tho loss It now es-
timated at between tw.uo.bno and tW.tmuui,
and the Insurance at lU,tm,ulo to $12,1110,(100. A
good many persons were Injured aud soveral
killed.

THE EXTENT Or THE Ctl.AMITT.
The flie raged for twenty-fou- r hours, and

nearly one hundred acres of ground have been
burned over. Tho line of the fire may be sum-
med up ns follows : From the corner of Wash-
ington street, down Summer to llodfnrd, cut-
ting off lledford at lis Junction with Summer
and Lincoln ttrents, thence crossing Federal nt
Its Junction with Ilroad streot, then around the
water line as far as India street, Including
Central, Llndall, Doane, Kllby, nnd tho rear
buildings on the, southerly side of State
streot, thenco through Congress to Milk
street, up Milk tn Washington, thenco along
Washington to Sumner street, destro)lng every
building, Including tho Imuieiisostnre of Mscul-la- r,

Williams ft Parker,rlothlers. The spectacle
of the burnt district Is appalling. Tho glaro
from the burning ruins light tip the heavens,
Thn los cannot fall much short of f lft),lU),0un.
Thousands of persons ;iro thrown out of employ-
ment, and hundreds ot men who were wealthy
one day ago are poor, Thn new Post
Offico building, vet unfinished, Is damaged tn
tho extent or iUUm. 'J'ne grunlto columns
crumbled beforo the Intense heat frutn the
opposite sldo of the stroot, The city lias been
a scone of excitement and confusion. Men
hato been running frnntlclnlong tlio streots,
whllo thousand from the neighboring cltlos
came to Huston to wltnoss the tcrrlhlosnoctuclo.
Tlio Common Is n storehouse, for all kinds of
goods, pUuot, pleturos, Ac T'is Iljard of

Aldermen nnd Common Council met this noon,
nnd will take action on the calamity
The hotels are full to overturning.

Thn Finnic Ttnnnlng Like I.lthtnlng-Wl- iy

the I'lro Department Slow,
From Its H'orM.

Tlio flro broko out In llio litrco dry cootl.
tstabllshment of Tlbbetts, Haldwln ft Davis, on
the corner of Kingston and Summer streets. It
started In the engine room, and soon the entire
building was In flames. Tho fire departmont
was very (low In getting to work all the horses
were sick and the engines wore drawn by men.
It was a long tlmo bffpro any water was
poured upon the flatties which soon swept across
Bummer street and took the great building of
James M. Heobo ft Co. This building was sit Hat-

ed In Wlnthrop square, surrounded on two
sides by narrow avenues, and through these tlio
Are began to sweep to thn north. At tho sAtno
tlmo It moved In tho oilier direction down
Kingston street, and In both directions on Sum-
mer Urnet. The Aro engines were all Ansllr got
to work, but they could do nothing. Engines
were brought from Csmbrhlgo and the nc'gh-borln- g

cities, but altogether tholr efforts availed
nothing.

As soon as tho flnmes were fairly undor way
the air, which had boon still before, began tn
move In swift currents up tho narrow streets
townrd the flro. Soon It won like n whirlwind.
The wholo city was HgliUd up. The clato of tho
(lamps overspread the ctiurch spire nnd tho
trees of the Common, whera groat crowds of
leopto gathered to watch tho progress of tho

Ilames.
Tho whole population of the city was aroused

nnd thousands of liooplo congregated In the
streets to w lines the magnificent nnd appalling
spectacle. The Aro seemed ra!rly lo riiifilnwi!
Summer slrcct towrrd the wliiirv, sweeping
away the uHck a-- W.Scn tulld!.-- .: ifitu patfi
like so intiih sttlbblo.

Down Kingston street It moved less rapidly,
but gradually all the fine bulldlnc them which
hnvo roccn.lv been turned Into wholesale drr
goods stores wero attacked.

'1 he most terrible sweep of thn flame was to-
wnrd Franklin streot. From Wlnthrop square
they took a northerly direct Ion, and by II o'clock
they cut through tbo middle of one of tho splen-
did blocks on Hint street, half way from Wash-
ington street to Devonshire street. From that
point to the corner ot Doronshlre street half a
dozen blocks were consumed In half an hour.
T'in t Same Jumped across Franklin stroot
and attacked tho equally splendid buildings on
tlio northorly tide.

Thoy spread across Wlnthrop squaro nnd
worked rapidly down to Pearl street, crossing
Congress ntul Fodenl stroots. Hero Is concen-
trated tho wholesale Undo of the city. On Con- -

street the groat six-sto- granite woolf:ress went down like coli houses.
From Summer streot High street extendi In

an easterly direction across these great streots
tu tho wharves, unci here, too, the flro uiude ap-
palling progress.

Ilefore eleven o'clock the depot buildings of
tho Huston, Hartford and Erie llallroad Com-pui- y

on Horton wliurf wero utterly destroyed,
and tho Humes swept down toward the bay In n
grout broad thect, making Uroad .licet

'J ho JJUlldlng on Summer. Franklin, and
High streets were nearly nil now live nnd six
story granite warehouses, most of which had
Mnnard roofs, which gave tho flames an easy
way from one to another.

lllowllit I'p the (Irnnlte niorks The Air
Filled with Musses of (irnullc.

Fiom'he .V.'rii Ttligrnm.
Shortly lifter midnight It neces-

sary to light tho flames with gunpowder. Hcaull-fu- ibuilding eight and tnu stories In height, yet
untouched by tho llend. whose flying banner
was being swept townrd them on the fierce gale,
were singled out according to situation, and
wore blown up.

ThI was not decided upon until after repented
solicitations on tho part of the business com-
munity and tlio owners of real estate. Shortly
before 2 o'clock Chief EniMnecr Damrell hud all
the streets leading Into Milk streot roped off.
Till wna done preparatory to blow lug up all the
buildings 011 the south tide of that street.

Half an hour ngo the firemen had com-
menced to blow up some large building In tho
neighborhood of the upper end of Federal
ctrect to stop the progress of tho fire. The noise
of tho explosion increased tho terrors of the
panic-strick- people, ltwruuns some ot thn
terrified Inhabitants expressed It, ns If thn end
of the world had come, or the city wa btlug
shaken by a mighty earthquake.

At ii o'clock in tho morning the rapid report
of gunpowder explosion indicated ttiat tunny
buildings wero handed over to tho fuse as a last
effort to save thn city from tho flames. Tlio
sounds, followed by the shooting Into thn air of
huge blocks of granite. Iron, nnd woodwork,
showed how earnest were tho endeavors to
balk the flro fiend of his proy. The flrst explo-
sions occurred In a block on Devonshire street.
Tho buildings were thrown partially down, but
not sufficiently so to bar tho blaze, which leaped
over the gap and seized upon thn adjoining
stores. Iltiildlng at Mini distance from tho
flames w ere then eelocttd for gunpowder opera-
tions, It bring evident that It wot useless to
blow uii any situated lu the Immediate vicinity
of the ire.

At ll.l.'i A. M. the destruction of buildings by
gunpowder w.v begun In earnest. The explo-
sions, which shook the city to Its foundations,
followed each other rapidly, and being added to
the hoarse roarot thoflames.tho cracking sound
of bursting granite, and tlio sight overhead of
the million fiery sparks studding thn black brow
of night, produced a scene at onco grand and
terrible. At this tlmo the Urotuen, who wero
fearfully exhausted by their arduous efforts,
wero still working with a will, although It was
evident that water was no obstacle whatever to
the blaze, which licked tho streams from the
engines into steam ns fa-- t as thoy wero pla)ed
upon the burning buildings.

At Ave minutes past 4 A. M.. a most terrific ex-
plosion look place. A block of buildings on
Devonshire street was blown to slums, willi the
object of preventing tho further spread of thu
tlaines northward.

As 1 write tliu genenl opinion Is that tho en-
tire city is doomed. At 1 o'clock the beat was
pet fe- - tly Intolerable. The crash of the tailing
blocks of granite, the hum of the engines, tlio
ronr of tlio seething flames, tho his of the steam
as hntnen-- o volumes of water weru poured in
utii 11 the burnln r mass, nnd shouting ot thu lire-me- n

made up a llabcl of horrible sounds-- It wot
like pandemonium,

The flromen erected barricades nnd worked be-
hind them like beavers. Driven buck from 0110
station to another they never once gave up their
work. In some cnes the heat was so great that
I wa neccssury to keep a constant stream of
water on tho engineer, to enable them to work
their engines.

Immense, buildings fell llko card hoti.es; the
streets wero llko rivers, and Imponlble through
the debris. Valuable bales of goods were seenfloating through thn street.

When the flume caught the large dry goods
stores near Oils place, occupied by Math 11, .Mu-
llen ft Elms, Muni lug llros. ,v Co., nnd Conant
llros., the ecene w terrltti-nll- grand. 'Iho
Humes leaped hundreds of foot Into the air, ns
the valuable winter stocks burned llko so muchtinder,

Heebo's newspaper block, one of thn finest
granite struct. .10s In the city, in which were sit-
uated A. T. Stewart's rooms, only guv fuel to
tho conflagration.

As I write, thero Is a perfect shower of hot
ashes and cinders in the stieets.

Thrllltnt Description of llio Scene Craiilto
ZZ llnllrilngs Exploding wllh Item Fiery Illl.

lows liollliiB Over the ot
Ibo .Vli reliant.

'i vi ihi SuJ.i rimer,
ItovroN. Nov. II, Tim ftl'i'titost flro ever

known In New England is iiowrnglngamongtho
large holosnle ttores In the very heart of the
business portion of the city, nnd It will not cense
until It reaches ll u wharves, Thero was hardly
a breath of wind stirring when nn nlnrm wns
sounded, about .)v o'clock, followed bvasecond,
third, and fourth in rapid isnceeson ; but the
flrst englno wns hardly on tho ground when tho
Are broke out from the fourth atory of tholarge four-stor- y granite store on thecorner of Summer nnd Kingston streets,
occujiled lu the llrst story by Telibots, Huld-wi- n

ft Davis, wholesale dry gonds dealers. Ithad caught In the engine room, and thu flamesspread with lightning rapidity up the large
were first senncllmblng underneath thowood work of thn roof. The engines were fairly

?' w?.rk before any other store bad caught. Thobuildings In the v Iclnlty were all of granlto, fourstories high, nnd ouch surmounted with a Man-
sard roof, 110110 of them being over five jenrs old,
Thedotnched snllntors flow readily, ns the airwas heated by the torrtbln heat, nnd soon the
flames began licking thn Mansard roof on theopposlto sldo, far abovo the roach of tlio
stroams directed upon It from all quartern,
Tho Are was constantly In tlio air, midone building after another caught on thu roof,
and the (Iannis skipped lightly along from ono
window-sil- l to another, so that in If thanthirty minutes every cliceU was blanched in It
became evident that thn wholo cltyluonc direc-
tion was at the mercy of tlio flames, which were
leaping gully from roof to roof, ntul from one
building to another, Tlio second building to
succumb wa directly opposlto to that in which
the fire first broke mil, nnd was occupied by
Mallln, Mullen ft Kims, Harding llros. ft Co.,
Howell, Moors ft Qw, (Ieorge Llde, Carter ft Co,,
and Conant liny., nit wholesale dealers In dry
nnd fancy goods. Tills was at tho corner of
Otis place. The heat now became Infernal;
the streets ran rlvurs nf water, utid every
moment wat heard llio sound of block
exploding, and w hole frames fell In the streets,
making them Impassiihle, Tim firemen wern
ilrlvonAratn ono station to another, nnd many
an eiiLTBs) was kept nobly nt work, while thu
hydrant waa wet down by n hnnd hose, and the
engineer could only hold hi place while a stream
of wuter wu kept playing upon him. Hlocksof
granlto weighing tons were split as It by powder
nnd liurl'd across tlio wide stieets, nnd planks
vrout tiling through the air 4 If lltw) were

feathert. The firemen erected barricades, nnd
worked behind them, but they were bumed tSalmost as soon as erected. An hour had hardly &!

elapsed beforo It was evident that Heebo's !
block, the finest business structure In tlio city, ijM
built nt granite, Ave stories In height, with the , ' JHcinsed mansard roof over all must go. Within ,
thirty minutes tho flames were coming nut In JH
fiery billows from ovory window, nnd up the fM
stairway leading to A. T. Stewart's rooms wns a illperfect column of flames. This building served
but as fuel for thn flames. Pleoes of , M
dry goods went whistling across the wB
square, lodging on tho window sills of w
the tnognlflfont stores on Devonshire street,
Heobo' lllock stood 11 solid wait of granlto sov M
oral minute after tlm Inside foil, but the heat M
warned It, and f2,000.()00 soon lay nheapnf stone, 11
bricks, and mortar. A hurricane now raged, and
owing to tho Intense heat nnd perfect sleet of J I
coals, drovo ever) thing before It, Every build- - J I
Ing was now heated its If In a fur'isce, nnd I
caught llko tinder. Fonr torr granite blocks I
seemed like shaving, and deafening explosion
wero constantly hoard.

A new torror wa now added to the ll.tbel of jj
confusion, 'llio tenement house nt the upper a
end of Federal street wero fast being licked up a
by the flnmes, nnd women, ernzed nnd filming, 1

wero riishlnstn nnd fro.cnrrylnKchlhlrcn.croeit.
rry, clocks, nnd bedding In their hands. Onti t i

run screaming through High street with a stove
funnel in hor hands, while another was tugging Ife.
n heavy chest, which would hnvo ticcn n weight 1
for a strong man. Now nnd then a few pieces ' !
nf goods might bn saved by voluntoers, who mn
In nnd spent the five minutes during which thoy
could work In bringing nut perhaps a hundred '
pieces of cloth. Onnman, Marshal Cotter, got out
f23,OU0 worth of kid gloves, nnd had them ii- -

on the shlnwnjk I" - ' ...
pcrednlinckftiii.'VsJlnvarntotakothogoods

safety. In less than an hour he L-- B
had to flee for hi. life, and tho flames were not
pgaln cheated of their Proy. The flro wns now
" 1 ?'Joral street, nntl the wool houses were go- - !
tu llko oil factories. They could novor havebeen attacked nt n moro dangerous tlmo;

crammed from cellar tn carrot, hundreds of
thousands nf dollars worth were on hand that Sfmight have been delivered tn customers had II tm
not been for the horaodltense.

hi one store nlono there wns flOn.ooo worth of
wool slored, which wn nwulllng delivery.
Minor, Ileal ft Huckctt had tholr storo packed
full, having only put in tlio last of tholr winter'sstock three hours beforo tho flro enveloped It Hnil. Mitrrh llroth ers ft Pierco had Just put In
tholr winter goods In the collar, nnd sent tholrsummer gonds up stairs to bo 111 ad n up. The mf,

erlioii.es catno next, nnd with thn end of 'W 1

'cderal street went tho majority of thn Inrgo
illy denier. It had been hoped that the Urn I

could bo slopped short of Frunklln street, but f I
the stores thero were ns vulnerable at f I
nny of the others. 'Iho Freeman's National mItsnk went nUUoVliiekj Htul nn hour later tho m
NnMvnaJ '"uiTi 5f Kuril America wn in" ia
bnd a condition, The only placo where tho limits JH
nf the flro wero reaolied Is on Summer stroot,
where the lire began. It swept In a northeaster-- 1ly direction from there, mid 1 cannot tell where JIt will stop, I wrlto this wllh my hair singed by W
tho flames, my fnce burning, nnd two or Hire 'burns where the coats hnve How 11 down my back. 1
Since beginning tills despatch I lent 11 that Hi jl
7Viincrfpf building, erected this yonr at a rott of ,1t lOO.nOO. has.'gono. Tho loss, of course. Is be- - M
rond computation, ll can hardly fall short of
rU,(Ki0,0UJ, on whlrli thero must be nn Insurance .
licnvy enough in curry under several Insurance f
companies lu this city. I

(

The 1. ns.es nf the Insurance Companie- s- f
Wluil the Inaurnurc Men Say. I

TlioSiunlny rest of tlio dorks utid othof I '

employees of Insurance Companies and sgenclos t' .
was sadly disturbed by the news of llio great
fire. Thoy wero generally summoned touuusual
labor ubuut noon yesterday, and continued at
work ton lute hour lost night, making up ct--

timate nnd data upon which to baso answers to j
the Inovltablo storm of questions that will pour 1

In upon them y. After Interviewing a 1
number of intur.inco men on Ilroad way aud I '

Wall street, a Sun reporter, seeking for a mora j ,
comorchenslvo statement, sought Mr. A. P. Hell, i
who Is largely Interested In ull the ngeniios In 1 I
this country of the London, Liverpool, nnd I -
Globe Company, nnd whose connections with I

other English Companies are quite extensive. J
He wa ultimately found ut tlio Westminster
Hotel on Sixteenth street, nnd wns evidently a

excitod by lite private telegrams which ho hail 1

been receiving all day. I

Iteporterlto Mr. Hell) Will you toll me what !

effect the lloston flro will have upon thu business ,"
of tour agencies r I

Mr. Hell Well, It must effect us largely, as It I
will nil bulins men. , (L

lieporter Hnvo )ou largo rlks In Hrxtntif .aHMr. Hell Tim aggregate of our risks there Is 'aaaaai
verygi'at.unilwe havoontliom less reinsurance "J
thaiiclsewhcre, because we hud morccoulldeiice ifIn the security ol property there. We always
guvo lloston risks u slight preference.

Henorter- - ill ull )our companies boablo to
pay lliolr losses

Mr. Hell 1 tun afraid not all, Volt sea the
theory of Insurance tliul which makes It a safe
nnd practicable business - s that there Is but a
certain iierceutnga of losses by Ilro In given lo-- (
calllirs. Events like the Chicago r.- and tills r.
lloston, strike at the very basis of our business.
No Insurniico company In the world could par
ull Its policies, If u loss occurred forevery

Some English companies, of which lam a
t, have confined their American risks

to Now England and .Now York. Hut the lam-do-

Liverpool nnd Gloliu hnvo agencies In all
considerable cities of this country. It is
a very strong Institution. Hut the Chicago firs
wns a stunner, and It I too soon to say how it
will get through this affair, it is not so much a
question ot paying the losses on tho policies
issued directly to original insurers, but com.
panics who have taken part of our risk at
second bund mny full, nnd thn iainllle.iii.ins ot
Hie business are so extensive that It takes soma
time to properly tisccrinlii tho effect of a groat
disaster like this lire, The Investments of our
capital our lussels. In it word may bo mors
seiiousi) ntfccled Hum we now know.

lieporter Do you anticipate trouble In th
Insurance companies' unices

.Mr. Hell I would not like to sav anything to
accelerate it punln. but both stockholders aud a

policy holder, will Inevitably lie greatl) troubled 1
Ly the nuws, mid ll l linpossihlu to predl t lbs
lestilt,

Iliiporter-C- un you give mo the name of soma
companies likely to fall'r

Mr. hell 1 not like tn do that
lieporter -- Vimnresallslled tliat sotue will tall I
Mr. Hell It Is Inevitable,
lieporter Aro tho English companies likely It

suffer more than our home Institutions?
Mr. Hell 1 think so Indirectly. If not directly
Alter more conversation of the same purport,

the reporter withdrew.
A prominent Insurance man assured n St'N re.

porter that morn companies would break tllli
week thnn broke nfte: tlio Chicago tire. It mat
be consiiieied ns certain that the rate of tire lu
siiruiice will bo ral.od from twenty. flic to Aftiper cent

A TALK WITH MR. COIT.
The six iiincli;il 1 oiiipmiios nf Iloslott Ithe S.irtb American, tlio Eliot, thn Washington

the Manufin Hirers', the .More uitlle, nnd His
Merchants' and thn Hartford of Hartford, Conn.are all represented hero by lllgelow and Colt ol
l l Hroailwny. Their united capital und add.tiotul Invcstiiien' ount to seven millionsThe nsets of the North American amounted
I miliary l.to the surplus to fill, til ; tinEliut had jMl.'fi.nu assets, nnd surplus
the Vv kshltigton (ctnhlihcd in Kill had flr.iu,W
nssets. and fitt.:it:i surplus ; the Manufacturertesiublltlieil In lHA'l, hud f l,:ilil,si .,,.,,, Bla
f IdU.Mll Hindus ; tho Merchants', (established It
HUD had tiHl.im nssets nnd MH.Hlosurplut ! tin ,fl
Mercantile (o.tuhllshed In ll),liail JtAli.usinssoU !' Sand .'tl,ltn surplus ; and tho Hartford of Hart--
ford (estal llshcd In ltflO) had t,2UMU4 assetsand I,'Jk.'.:i surplus. A Sun reporter called
Inst night on Mr. Colt, who Is considered one n
the nblcst Insurance men In the country, Mr. . HC'lit received the reporter with much eourtosy,

lieporter Can ou toll 1110, Mr. Colt, If vuntc panics will be able to meet their losses'
Mr. dolt I can't tell. They uru tlio strongest

nnd best companies of lloston, but this fire mar 5aafl
run us all out. Our surplus funds aro very large, Hbut this may clean nil of 11 out.

Itoportfir-- Ho yon supposo any of these com-pani-

of llobtun ever contemplated sucn u con.tlngency? I
Mr. Colt 1 talked the possibility of Just such 91n contingency over wllh one of our I'leiidents aflssi

only two weeks ago, nnd 1 remember he said hiscompany could notline, mote than linlf a mil. w9lion, mid would come nut till right at any rule. salThey are all .tirLcniiscrvntltncomp.inloi. TlicaInrgo Biirplu.es tiro their only salvation. Thoy Vmny cany them through, und again they may Hnot iimouiit to mi) tiling. j, Hlieporter lluvc ou uuy Idea of the cxtont of ft SItheir loascsy In M
Mr. Coll No; It will be Impossible to know B

the niiiotint beforo I nm waiting - ,f SiilespUches but so far (It wat 8 o'clock)
1 have not received uny,
fni!7'"rU'r 1,0 l't,u think It likely that thoy wlU BJ

Mr. Colt -- My dear fellow, I don't l.nnvv any flmore about It than tho innn In the moon. II
I hey do, and wo uir Informed of It we !want to ndvertl.c so us to protect om Hcustomers. B

Hoporler-IIo- vv much of the risk In the burn- -
Ing district Is covered V A much as. two-third-

Mr. ( oil No, I don't believe It Is as much a j HHint, because the goods have been piled up oil H(iccoiint of llio luck of liores. Thoy don't gen- - i'orally carry inoto thin seventy-lir- e percent,, and i BIf tliu goods nro piled up on account of tho lack 1' Hiof htirsos, I don't bellovo that ntore thau onu.half of tho risk Is Insured. ' I Hlieporter Will tho lludnn or the Now Vorll !' Hicompanies hn the heaviest losers 1 . I

.Mr,V".'.t. V'''euuthe aggregate amount. I Vthink the loss ot the Now Vurk uota- - V
Couffiiueo; on i'fwiKf rmje. 'itfl


