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Tik GREAT CALAMITY,

The Finest Warehouses and Rich.
est Part of Boston in Ashes,

FIFTEEN HOURS OF TERROR.

New England's Merchant Princes
Ruined in an Hour,

e —-——

BEVENTY ACRES OF FLAME.

o ——

Loss Between $680,000,000 and
£90,000,000.

(NSURANCE, s;ﬁ.uuu.uun OR $12,000,000.
SEVERAL LIVES LOST BY THE FIRE.

Plain and Uunvarnished Account of
the Disaster.

———

FOE CONFLAGRATION AT AN END,

Reception of the News in
New York City.

—_————

Poston, Nov, 10.—=Thi= ¢ity hna been on
Bre for Afty hours. lis heart hins beon buarned
out. Seventy meres of the Ainest buildings are in
ruins. The general boundaries of the fire are
the whle length and both sldes of Bummer
street, across Fedoral street, and nearly down
to Drake's wharf, and hence in almost a direct
line to Fort Hili, along Hamllton and Battery-
tarch to Kilby stroet, as far as Lindall and Cen-
tral streets, and from Milk to Summer, on Wash-
Ington street. Every building in this boundary
bas been consumed. Almost every shoe and
Qeather and dry goods and wool establishment
In Boston is burned. The loss 15 estimated at
between elghty and ninety millions, and the in-
surance from tent Muny per-

o twelve ml T

SONY Are 1 rted Iunjured, and several killad,
The firemen got contro) of « Dames a it
witor noon.
Y 4. M-The fire which commancad at

half past seven last night continues its devasia-
tion, and i= now working ita way throu 1 the
farge block between Devonshire and Congress
streets, north of Water sireot

The fir: first broke out of the rear end of a
large five story granite building, &, %0, and ¥l
Bummer street, directly on the corner of Kings
don street. This bullding wasz surmounted with
ahigh mansard roof, overtopping all the other
bulldings in that immediate vicinity, Directly
as the flames began to spread through the story
Leneath this roof, and before an engine or hose
carrlage was on the ground,

GREAT VOLUMES OF FIAME

duddenly Lurst out from the rear storier af the
bullding, and in lesas than twenty minutes the
whole broad fagade extending fully one hun-
dred feet nlong Kingston streel was one sheest
of flame, as was alas atl the same time the Sum
mer street front, the heat belng so Intense as to
sforce the firemen away from that immediate
vicinity Iy this time & #trong wind had been
created. ‘The ames began to sweep over Bum-
mer and Kingstonlstreets, and despite all the ex
ertions of the firemen In every branch of the
departinent, the fire was communicated to the
bullding n srner of Kingston
and Bummer streets, as wall as to the greut
Llock on the corner of Bummer and Otls streects
and in less than a half an hour thereafter th
Aames were bursting out of the roofs, and all
up and down the broad sides of tuese iInmenss
structures

A GALE

he opposite «

ADDS FURY 10 THE FLAMES

By this t:me the wind had Increased to nearly
& gale, and the lames hiaving the entire mastery
of everything swept from story to story, from
roof to roof, from block to block, and from cor-
wer to carner, driving the firemen from every
vantage ground they could secure,’and rendering
all thelr exertions useless and futile, Wherever
the Haine rcached they rapldiy consumed
everything of a combustible character, even
gelting grenite blocks and iron doors and sbut-
ters L k much lead,

The large block on tha corner of Bummer and
Kinaton streets, lu which the fire first started,
was ocoupled on the first and upper floors by
Tebbetts, laldwin & Davis, dry goods jobbers.
A. K. Young & Co, oceupled the third and fourth
stories at a manufactory for skirts and corsets
giving employment to about 20 men. The s
ond floor was occupled by Damon, Temple &
Co., furnishing goodas, &e. This great bulld
was in a!lmost an incredibly short space of tinne
completely levelled to the ground

Its destruction had not progressed far Lefors
the famies and sparks which arose from it had
lodged upon all the bulldings round about

THE FIRE SPREADS IN TRREE DIRECTIONE

Thence the fire spread almost Instantly in
three directions ; firet to the adjoinlug block on
Bummer street, then across,Rummer street Lo the
opposite block, and then across Kingston street

In the first named direction the adjoinlng
bullding was cecupled by Leland & Wheslock.,
gentlemens’ furnlshing gools, and Bawyer.
Manafleld & Co., Importers of dry goods, ‘The
noxt are Fager, Dartlett & Co,, woollen goods
0. B North & Bon, hats, caps, and furs; next
Farley, Amsden & Co., dry fgoods joblers, and
Rhodes & Ripley, wholesale clothing. Toe lat-
ter firm owned the bullding.

The siructure opposite the puint of starting
was of grunite, four stories and a half high, oe-
cupled largely by Mayflyn, Mullen & Elma, deal-
ers In trimmings, who used the entire lower
floor; Harding Biothers & Co. and G. L. Ide,
Carter & Co. oceupted the upper floors. From
this bullding across the sguare, diagonally, was
aatone Llock, ocoupled Ly Swith, Itich & Corton
and George M. Glazler, dealers In corsots, skirts,
aud knlt goods. On the corner of Otis and Bum-
mer strecta stood the Everett block, an imposing
granite structure, owned by the Everatt ostate,
It included Nos, 62, 54, 58, 58, 00, 62, and 64 Bum-
mer street, and oecupled by . Lyons & Co., Nell
Brothers & Droyfus, Phillips & Bhuman, C. G.
King & Co., and Marr Brothiers, dealera In cloth
Ing, furnlshing goods, fancy goods, trimmings,
ote. The upper floors were used mostly as oMi-
ces, anl oeeupled by various parties,

FLAMES LEAPING FROM ROOF TO HOOF,

Now the firo began to creep steadily up both

aldes of Bummor street, erawling along from
roof to roof, Opposite the Everett block the
bulldings, us they were engulfed In rapld suc-
oesslo™here as follows: Brick swell front, oc-
cupled by A. Folsom & Sona, floor eloths and
oll cloths; George H. Hutler, halr gooda, and
Eugene Chapin, commission merchant, Granite
block—Morse, Hammond & Co., hoslery and
gloves ; Stiles, Beale & Homer, wholesale cloth-
g 8, Klou# & Co., hats, caps, and furs; Btrucker
HBrothers, hat and cop manufacturers ; Wymun
& Arklay, Imported goods and linens ; Ewing,
Wise & Fuller, linens and white goods; Hoth-
wail, Luther, Potter & Co, clothing ; Mitehell,
Ureen & Stevens, clothing

" A TORKENT OF FLAME IS ARCH &THEET

At this tima, about 10 o'clack, the Bames Luirsd

— S ——

dozen doors removed from Rummer rtreet.
Almost hefore the existence of the flumes in
this quarter was known they Lad spread down
through the bullding, and were bumsting In a
perfect torront from all the windows In the
front of the fancy goods store of Hawley, Fol-
som & Martin. The fire apread to each aide, en-
veloping the stores of Thomas Kelly & (‘o D). M.
Hodgdon, olothing; March Drothers, Pierce &
Co., Miner, Beales & Hackett, all of which were
quickly blazing.

At 10 o'clock the whole roof of the Everett
hlock waa & sheet of flame, sending high into
the alr a column of fire,smoke, and lurid sparks,

Having thus gained perfect control of the
Everett block, the fire stretched Ita arms across
narrow Aroh street, and moved rapldly toward
Washington street, taking in the establishments
of George H. Lane, Brett & Co., wholesale cloth-
Ing, and Messonger & Co., dry goods; Edgerton
& Gllman's dining rooms, Chaffes & Whitney,
sewing sllk ; Ten, Tweady & Co. dry goods;
Lewis Brown & Co., kid gloves; Moreau & Co,,
commisslon merchants ; Seavey, Foster & Bow-
man, agenta of the Canton Nilk Mills; Kettle &
Jonea, commission merchants; Price, Tuck &
("o, thread and trimmings ; Porter Bros., com=
wission merchants ; Nicholas & Sons, imitation
hair. At the opposite end of Bummer street,
near the junction of Bedford street, among the
bulldings destroyed were the following : Heyer
Bros., importers of fancy goods ; Gilbert, Love-
juy & Qo., woollens (No. #); John Cotter,
hoslery, glovea, &o. (No, 10,
DESTRUCTION OF THE OREAT WHOLESALE NOTUSES,

Winthrop square, the very centre of the great
wholesale trade of the city, embracing eome of
the most costly mercantile bulldings ever
erected In this country, and occupled by such
great firms as James M. Debee & Co,, Btoawart &
Co., Anderron, Heath & Co,, and forty or fifty
others, was before 10 o'olock one mass of ruins,

On Kingston street, No, 14, occupled by J. A
Hatch & Co., commission merchants, and Nos,
18 and 1R, occupled by Clark & Blodgett, com=
ml:slon merchants, and Mellen & Goodwin were
burned, Tho other buildings on Kingston street
were dwelllng houses, and were all destroyed.

THE BADDEST ACENE OF THE NIGUT.

About 11 o'clock the scene In Lincoln, Es.
sex, South, Federal, and other streets in that
Iimmedlate nelghborhood, was one of the saddest
slzhts of the night. Hundreds of men, women.
and cbildren were hurrying along Iaden with
every variety of household goods. Behind them
the roaring flames lapped up thelr houses before
they could get half or & quarter of thelr goods
into the street.

The fre extended on both sides of Lincoln
street, On Hussis wharf all of the bulldings
mostly used by rag, paper, and junk merchants,
were destroyed. There were no vessels lylng at
thie wharf. At Robbin's wharf a schooner was
destroyed, as were the coal sheds and a large
quantiyy of Funber on the pler.

The wharf of the Hartford and Erie Hallroad
Company was burned, and the passenger statlon
of the corporation on Broad street, at the foot
of Bumimer stroet, was destroyed

BOME OF THE LOBSKS,
The following are the losses :
torgan & 1 0 L SBampson, Hall & Cu §35,000
A Hlodgett &

L LA
W Danforth, O iark & Co a0

Wyman Arklay k(o

Milchell, Green & Converse, Hard ne &
Stevens =0 "o A
Eager, Bartiett &C o 20000 ), ¢, Burrage & Co., 20w

A. D, North & fon.
Bhodes & Ripley,
(p &t ock e

W0 Boone, Cantuon & Co 'a"a w
C. B, tirtanell v 2000
. Wigrlow &

On tuuhl.lr;ﬂ oy B0 Co, 200,00
Mafiye, Molica & IAThert & Fratt e HOO
Fims ceesen 3000 ) C. Judeon & Co,.. 10,00
Harding Bros. & ¢'o.. 30,00 Dliss, Whiting, Me-
George L. lde, Car- Kenna 0,000 N0,000
(1 Co 85,000 Leland, Alton &
&1 Hichardeon & | Haiee e
M g Howe & Co BLOHLT
e A0 Rmith, Stebhins &t o 20
] ! v & Lo Ly

&0 Ha olby & (o &

u\ ton, Perkius Plerer &Co oo
& Ward A0 Gow g 35,00
Parker, Wiider & (o 30,00 Swfford, Nulte &

A T .Blewmprt & Lo , 80 N Wilson ™

. S0MU Sgrgent Bros. & Co,, MO ¥
slwons Hrothers W A Fodsom & Fons,, 80
n I’m..‘l'- W0 George N, Botler,,,, NG
Niel Hros. & Dreyfos 10000 Eugere Chapin,..... &0
I'itilips, Shutnan & Moree, Hammond &

[ Ce 150 .0

& Co.. e, Dealea & Ho

150,00

E. C. Dyer wing, Wise & Ful
Mackintyre, Laurie ler
& Co 180,000 Rothwe Luther,

, Ward & L 0 Potter & Co
a, Burditt & Jordap Clark & (o
44 £0.0M Stpeicker Rrothers
Contiing & Nilss B0 E. A sfeld
cland, Wheeluck & lamn
(o 7500 Thor )
Sawyer, Mauafield & David M, Hodgrman
o 12000 Minor, Deaics &
Wheelock Anderson
& Co 0.0
rown, Dutteu & { o
Champney Bros &0«
Farwe
o Lurrier

L LUNL Lo

150,00

L LERY U Foster &

)
. ker& Co
T. Walker & Co
rris & MiIkinin
ve, I'hlilipp & Co
I'all iwell & Coburn

0,0
LR §000 |
SR00 Thomas H. Tyler

t v
& Co WA Nicholas, Parker &
u & Dupee 100 18
Davie . M0 Rogers & Co O
Prager, Bock & Co.. 0,000 Geo, W Bon 1 & Co. 1
Allen, fane & (o & lla;«rm-u--: FLURRTL T
Mason, Tock & Ce,, 17 vGibert, Loveloy &
i, triawold LNTY T Y 3 ' 15,00

OTHER FINMS TUAT Laor-F,

The following Is a partial st of other finns
who are burned out on Devonshire street :
M. C. Hood & Co Floyd Hros & Co.. M

Hunt, Twitchell & ¢
J. B PFaimer
T R e

Miler & Tillon, 90,

&
k A D Peck & Co,, &8
JOB Pajuier & Co

ahirts

Jatues Tiler
Ihomae &

Hurr Brown &«

Joseph Walker &
Despereus. Hake & 1 0
Gieorge U Richiris dto

gan & ( o, =
Hennett & Tilden, &0
'aurr Brothrrs & Co, trig

CArp ‘

MO HoodkCo, 99, ahirte, We
rorseis & - Maree,

[unt, Twit 4 e, hu

Boston Biastic Fabric Com  Peter (
pany, @ Leoun
Tolin 'J, Kecle & Co, 100, J. 1
trinke, & ' A

Aluaral florrs d (o, 98

HIGH STRTET,

A.H Dav
Witlhwru |}
X, ¢

! g hoeon
& Bumstesd, K
.', ki et %
Wyth, hides H. Lt A& o, post bl
U, L. Hetbeway Bops southwick & =ands
EVAP & | liathier Way, Hewineg & Heed
Tllat & T atur, E B Pratt & (¢
CONGHESK STREE
Frye. Philllips & ('o,, hard Haddocok & Hegas
ware, and agrats for Danlel A Quivo & («
Amea's ploughs, shovels, E. P, Culter
& Woodbury & Cl100r ar

niers

lowe!! & Coburn, wool
[

Thos. i Tyler, wool, I Bramhall, blacs ar
holas arker & liupee, while smiths

wool M. A, Hausor

logera & Co.,, MOporters Cisrk Andrews, ¢roch ry.
. hle Perkios Bullding,

w.B & Co { Priest & Co

J, 5 ied nnd cut J, 1L Nichols & o, chewn
gloaa luts,

Wm. Hilton & Co., woel, J 1 & W O, Rogars

Balley & Jepking, wool NP Hatlowe))

John MePaonis & Co

Field. 'vhayer & Whiiney
I. R Marvie & Sous, priut

bh. Bleckburn & 0., win
I

wr Ackwood & Clark, w \
John Maxwel) Morse, Deuny & Co,, waool
Reth Willlemne Andrew J Moree & (o
White, (storne & Co., A M. Noisond Cn

lesther Hapg
Nichols & M Lier, painters shioea,

PEANI STORERT

a4 & Co, heots andd

A Brewer & Co,
Jas Vils & Co,
A Hamilton

Co (B Company,
Hosmer & Winch Brothers. Thomas Flint & Ue

I. K Bgelow Hunt & Busasll,
Hayden & Co 1]
‘ninerair & Co, Rantord, Boule & (¢
‘ ler & Dreadley. J. D Parker & Ue

Baldwin, New Eng Howe & Waugh,
ud Uype Foundry Lecde & Jose,

A, Noghem & Co

Cl & Warren, Aherhurne & (o,
fhordow, Hogers & Co. F.D Dilea & 10
i n.af“ irothers New England Compeny
Henediet & Narnbham, Man- Lindeley & (iibbs
turing Company 1 fain & Co,
en Ibrothers, W

W

Walker & Co, Freng

h:d.ln' Flahor & (o, tivo, ¥

Howe, Plerec & Ca F.D. Kl

Walter Burnet, Holorook, I'I1P. | [
Fluyd & Lo L. D, Puineii &

Mann, B wears & Sawyer Waolle & Wilhur

Lamkin, Foster & (o, 0. J. Kand

ARCH FTHRET,
Booue. Cannell & Co. C.B.Grinnell & Sops
Jod, Dol Geo, G, 1 ruslow & Co,
MORTON PLACE,

Holt, Twlichell & Co., 8, Amarish Storrs & Co,, 18,
leatlier, rulibor, and cut-  ecard, cardboard, sud hu.
ton hoss, | ey re.

Thoinar Sprague & Co,, 08d- Joseph Walker & Co,, dry

J.8 Uy'er, trink mennfag ng gooils

Prom tha tan of & hoildiog g Arod

strast, a

dlary anil hardware | r(ro 18 and genta’ furnish-
i

kurer

NEW YORK,

FRANLIN ATRRET,

Leland, Allen & Dates, 83 White, Brown & Co.
and o5, | Desher Aboott,
J.C, lowe & Co.,, b1, James Lovett & Co.
Bmith, Btebbine & Co., 48 The Ewigranta’ BSaviogs
Detning, Rice & Co., &, Willat 0. Horton &
lng, Ll Jo., 89,'W) " O 0.
" ed 'thm“. Homell & Co,
Harding, Colly & Ce,, @8, Kendall, (] 0,
comniission morchants rinters.
Pierce Hardy & Co., 41,
Gowin, . {
BafTord, Nott & “’limn, .
s;:rumhon Dird & Co.
. M, Pray, bon & Co.
George H, Wataon,
Patrick Donstive,

athew Quimby's Rons,
lins, l‘#ma , McKenns &
Uo., 8

clothe. .
Nrothers & Co., 83,

MILK ETREFT.

Romae of the most prominent firma on Milk
streat, between Washington and Devonshire
atreots, are Ordway Brothers, wholesale milli-
nera; Brewer & Tileston, publizhiers; F. K. Dag-
gett, trunk manufacturer; J. Cooper, plumber;
Willilam Heckloy, straw  works; Bowden &
Brown, Sleeper, Fisk & Co., Stephenzon Broth-
ern, D, P, Ives & Co,, Despaux, Blake & Co., A,
D. Willlamson & Co., Rice, Kendall & Co., paper
denlers; Hice, Goddard & Co., printers; French
& Cofin, sad Alory, hardware, an ) carriage trim-
minge; Armstrong & Co., lithographera; M. T.
Washington, glass works; Richard L. Gay, sta-
tioner; Dennison & Co.,, toys, guns, labels, &c.
There were also many other firmas dolng & busi-
ness of more or less importance ; most of these
will perish either by fire or explosion.

ERVERAL BANKE DESTROYED,

The banks destroyed are the Natlonal Bank of
North America, 35 Franklin street, and the Na-
tlonal Revere DBank, T4 Franklin street. At 2
o'clock this moming the chances wera that the
Continental Natlonal Bank, 51 Chauncey street,
and the Emigrant Navings Dank. 17 Franklin
streot, would also succumb to the flames,

At this hour a hasty visit In the neighborhood
of the soutliern boundary of the fire revealed
the fact that the flames had not extended far
up Kingston, Columbia, and Lincoln streets in a
southerty direction, but had burned wlong the
sides of those sireets, making progress over
Broad street to the water front. All through
the Bouth Cove district, where wooden bulldings
are numberiess, there were in action numerous
steamers to prevent the spread of the fire sldo-
wavs, and to keep it out of & thickly-populatad
district,

GUESTS FLEEING FROM TRE ITOTELS,

The United States Hotel was the nearest pub-
le bullding in the line of the fire spreading side-
ways, and many of the guests or occupants
were active In moving their trunks and other
small baggage Lo places more secure, A visit to
Bummer street showed the fire to have ad-
vanced on the south side as far as West &
Hovey's dry goods store, the upper portion of
which bullding was then on fire. The wind had
moderated somewhat, but the fire seemed to be
fast eating |ta way toward Washington street, in
which event the establishments of Stearns &
Co,, Martin Walker & Co., Wm. R. Btormes &
Co., Thire, Crump & Co., and a large number of
firmas dolng business in the upper portions of the
bulldings would be swept away, The fire appears
to be making to the rear of these bulldings. I
not checked, the ecxtensive place of M
Marsh & Co, In Central Court, and estending to
Washington street, stands in leminent danger
of destrucrtion,

PUEPARING TO BLOW UP BUILDINGS,

After repeated sollcltations on the part of
business men, owners of real estate, and others,
Clhilef Engincer Damrell just before 2 o'clock
gave the order to rope off the strects leading
ioto Milk street, preparatory to blowing up the
bulldings on the south side of that street. A
body of United Btates marines from the Navy
Yard marched up Washington street about 3
v'vlock, and tendered their services on police
duty, which were lmmediately accepted.

ridan

CITIZENS AND OFFICIALS IN COUNCIY

Shortly after 2 o'clock A. M. a meeting of citl.
zens was held in the Mayor's parlor in the ity
Hall, bis Honor Mayor Gaston belng present,
and Chie! Engineer Damrell occupying the in-
formal Presidency. On motion of Gen, W,
Burt a detail of cltizens was authorized to take
charge of all the streets leading directly to the
fire, and Leve exclusive control of them, with
the a=sistance of the police, with authority to
take any action they might see At inthe emer
gency. The detall consisted of Gen. Burt, Al
derman Jenks, Col. Shepard, and other well.
known citizens, and each one has control of In-
tersecting streets, with full liberty to use pow-
der in the stoppage of the devouring element In
vase they should coustder texpedient. and with
the consent of the Chlef Engineer of the Fire
Department. It was also authiorized that in case
of ne sIty the military should be called out
At the above meeting his Ionor Mayor Gaston
cxprecssed Lis perfect willingness to call out the
militla 10 relleve the policemen, aud he even
deslred to {ssue the order at 1 o'clock t* s morn
ing, but as none of the military oMeer s present
knew bow thelr men could e notifled before to-
day (Sunday) the matter was hold In abeyance,
and it is very much more than probable they
will have to go on duty this forenoon.

TIE MOST WELOOME BOUND OF THE NIOnT

The report of bulldings blown up, Indicating
that gunpowder was being used 10 stop the fire,
was heard at five minutes past three o'clock,
and was the most welcome sound of the night,
for it betokened a fearless, honest, radical effort
to save Boston from Chicago's fate. Three dis-
charges wera made in & block on Devonshire
streot, and these threw the bulldiogs partially
down, but without apparent benefit, for the
flames Jumped over the gap almost lostantly,
The bullding was close to the fire, and unless
blocks more distant are speedily prosirated tae
effect will, of course, he almply nothing.

The trains were lald In Federal street ahout
two o'vlock, and the street lmmediately cleared
foraction. At 34b o'clock this morning the de-
struction of bulldings in the path of the confi-
gration by the explosion of the gunpowder was
hegun in good earnest, the shocks sliaking the
city toits foundations.  ftlsto he hoped that
the city may be saved by this means- nothiong
elae will,  The Bremen, though exhaustod by
thelr arduous labors, are stlll working with =
will, but it Is plain to be seen that water alons
offers no weapon powerful enough to fight the
fre fend,

BLOWING BUILDINGS TO ATOMS,

At L5 o'clook & most Lerrible explosion took
place, whieh undoubtedly did good service, At
i’y o'vlock several bulldings on Devonshire
street were blown to atoms. A determined
effort ls belng made to prevent the further pro
gress of the tlame northward, The Transcript
building caught fire just before fouro'cluck, the
flames bursting in the rear and spreadiug with
such rapidity that all hope of saving it was at
once dispelled,

THE EXTENT OF THE FIRE,

At fo'clock this morning the fre extended
Washington street on the west to the
wharves on the east, and from Milk street on the
northg to the Hartford and Krle Rallroad bridge
on the south, the wrea of the burnt district
helng ronghly estlimated at two hundred acres.
The sstimate of a well-known real estate man Is
that the loss on bulldings will average §12 per
foot for this arca, and therefore we have a grand
total loss in bulldings alone of upwards of one
hundred million dollars.

Bo flerce was the march of the flames) and so
Irresietible that!merchants on Ollver street, when
they first were made aware of the danger, esaay-
ed to move thelr goods, but could not on ac.
count of the heat, and therefore thay must he
burned where they are. At an early hour in the
evening the State prindug ofice was destroyed.

PROGIRESS OF THE FIRE AT DAY DIEAK,

Al B:l2 A. M, the progress of the Are south-
ward was checked, and also, ln a great mieas.re,
toward the southeasq, the extreme it of de-
vastation in that direction belng the Hartford
and Erle Rallroad depot, axtending, howaver,
out on the road, and burning the bridge. Then
It ran along Hroad stireet to Indla, taking all the
intermediste whurves, and destroylng a few
versels,

from

The Ore worked srcund the new vost office

bullding, and reachsed the northerly side of
Water streot, The large buliding on the corner
of Congress and Water strests was burned.

Engines No. 1 and No. 4 of Providence reached
the scene of the fire about this time, and there
were numerous hand engines pressnt from towns
In this State. Lynn sent two steamers, Nos. 1
and 2, and & hose oarriago.

No one branch of business suffers so ex-
tremely as the boot and shoe and hide and
leather trades. The loas here must exceed the
great one sustained by the dry goods jobbers.

AN INFLUX OF TRIEVES,

Tn the early hours of the morning the plunder-
Ing by thieves became general, and firms whe
had removed thelr stock to places of supposed
security out of doors were victima of these pre-
datory rascals. Arrests by the police became so
numerous that 1t was found Impossible to ac-
commodate all the prisoners, and they were
therefore discharged from custody after making
restitution of the stolen property Contrary to
previous reports, all the dwellings on Kingston
street are saved, The same Is fortunately the
cate on Lincoln street. All the residences of the
Fort Hill mection, so ealled, Including Gridley,
High, and Broad streets, have been destroyed,
rendering hundreds of families homeless and
destitute,

THE LOSAES ON WASHINGTON STRERT.

On Washington street tho fire was checked by
B o'clock In the southerly direction, It had not
roanched beyond Summer streot. The bulldings
on the southerly side of the latter sireet re-
malned standing. and moat of them untouched
by the flames, with the exception of the three
nearest Chauncey satreet. These weres burned
out, though the walls remained standing, and
there was no further danger In this direo-
tlon. The bullding of the American Watch
Company, of the northeasterly corner of
Washington and Summer strest, had been
completely gutted, but the walls remained,
North of this, on Washington strest, the same
slde, all were destroyed as far as the Transcript
bullding, though portiona of the walls of some
of the bulldings were left. Both Washlogton
and Summer streets are fliled with bricks, mor-
tar, and huge stones to the depth of several feet.

A portlon of the front of Trinity Church s
standing alone to mark the loeatlon of the late
neautiful ediffice,
THE FLAMES STILL SPREADING.

Before b o'clock the fire found its way across
Water street, and canght upon the window cas-
ings and the roof finlsh of Simmona’ Dlock, In
which was the Doston Car Bpring Company's
offce, and the Hide and Leather Bank, and be-
fore the hour was passed the whole bullding was
enwrapped,

Al a quarter to slx the Luilding on the oppo-
wlte corner of Congresa street, whers was the
Bank and W. E. Lawrence & Co.'s
tore, eanght and inten minutes gll hops of sav-
Ing it was gone, Northward, toward the Post
Offles mod Stat o street, twrept the fames, and all
Lope of stopping them by waler was shut off

Shawmut

rever,
At slx o'clock the w
where was 8 Norwell's

which sent the sparkes,

s of the stone Linck,
store, fell with a crash,
dust, and flame far heav-
enward, and Jast before this the fire took direct-
Iy opy on the portherly corner of Federal
ard MilY =treets,and Legan s career toward
Kilby and Diroad sireetas,

These were the northeasterly limita at slx
o'clock : but as the outer lines of flames change
with every moment, there I8 no telling where
the fire may be in half an hour. State, Devon-
shire, Congress, and Kilby streets, and (Congress
square were, so far as merchandise was con-
cerned, on wheels and a foot, for everybody was
moving whatever was portable, A large party
of men were engaged o tearing down slgns In
the vicinity of Milk, Broad, and Kilby streets,
and arcund Lilerty square.

THE BUILLVINGE DESTROYED

The bulldings totally destroyed on Devonshire
streat, botween MU'k and Water streels, were,
those vecupled by the Home Insurance Com-
pany, Eastern Express Company, and the Na-
tional DBank of the Commonwealth,

Un Milk street, south side, the bulldings now
In the path of the flames were those occupled
by T. G. Caldwell & Co,, Gilman Hrothers, Win
B. Willlsins, 8. E. Plerce & Sous, the Union
Glasa Company, and Harrington & Dana. ‘The
parties burned out on MIilk street, in addition
to those previously mentioned, were H, M. Clark
& Co,, B, B. Warren, Grant, Warren & Co.. D. H.
Sparhawk, T. 5. Nowell, Hyde, Hutehinson &
Hiil, Clark & Co,, Amos I'. Tapley, A. & A.
Lawrence & U

On Congress street. batween Milk and Water,
were the Exeter Machiae Works, and bulldings
occupled by Dililnghaim & Co., J. . Marmhall &
Beo, Thomas & Falbot, Marples & Shaw, Spauld
fug & Co.. Rogers, Hush & Uo, A, W, Locke &
Co., the Gieat Western Despateh Yrelght Ex
press, L. L. Wilder, and T. W. Hipley

On Water street was the Hide and Leather
Bank, the Mercantile Agency, the Doston Car
Bpring Comnpany, the Boston Post bullding, the
Hope Mutual Life Insurance Company, the Bos.
ton Hottle Works, Edward M. Smith, the New
England Trust Company, Vincent Laforme

The foliowing partles on Water street have
bheen burut vut or mwust go speadily : Herman 8.
Doane, Joshua M. Lushing, John B, Callender,
Small & Appleton, and the Kerosene lamp store,
corner of Kilby street. The Western Unlon
Telegraph Company, fearing the destruction of
their premises, removed thelr instruments to
the I'rovidence depot,

HNELF FROM ARROAD,

AtR A M. steam engines were arriving from
all directions, The steawer Kearsarge, from
Portemouth, N, H., went to work with a will,
The men who came with her reported that the
light of the fire could be seen from Portsmouth,
A steamer from Portland came In on the Pull-
man train, The Boston Traveller sent its mov-
able property to Charlestown. The Mount Ver-
non National Bank, at 18 Washington street, is
destroyed. An attempt to blow up Currier &
Trott's jewelry store, corner of Mk and Wash-
ington streets, this morning, was unsuccessful,
the explosion spending its force through the
windows, searcely jarring the solid walls, The
windows in the nelghborhood were all shattered
by the concussion, nothing more,

Superintendent Forristall did a noble work in
sending out all the city teams at an early hour,
and keoplng them at work all through the night
and early morning removing goods to the cliy
stable yards, It Is estimated that at least one
million dollars’ worth were saved by the prompt
and efMclent ection taken by Mr. Forristall
Several of the attempts to blow up buildings
met with the ill success that attended the ex-
periment on the corner of Milk and Washington

slroals.
THE FIRE IN THR NORTN END.

A vislt 1o the north ond of the fire at 7 o'clock
showed that It was not progressing with
anything like the previous rapidity, having
advanced not more than a bundred feet

Co.,

into Congress  streot, botween Water and
State streets during the preceding hour
and a half, The heat had none of that

ferce, terrible intensity whici bad been devour-
ing bulldings so rapldly. The same state of
alfaira was found to exist on Milk street. T'he
buildings on the soutl 1 slde of the street, he-
low Pearl street, whie had caught as early as
b'y o'clovk, were burning slowly in comparison
with the way thelr near neighbors went, and
their walls were all Intact. An Immense num-
ber of streame of water were being poured on
the Mre from every possible point, an engine
from me other city or town being seen at
uer, and these seom to be having good

THR NEWSPAPER OFFICESR,

Tt was rumored about 8 o'clock that the old
Bouth Church had been mined In order to be
blown up, but on inguiry It was found that those
In charge had resolved to look to the protection
of the heavy wulls of the Transeript office oppo-
site. The proprietors of the Transeript did not
remove any of their material, It was packed,
however, and lowered into the cellar, and sume
of It may be saved from destruction. The Post
bullding will be nearly destroyed, although the
walis may remain standing, It has Leen an-
nounced that the progress of the Aro was en
Lirely stopped 1o o soutbeasterly direction, asud
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there fa no more danger of its apreading north-
ward on HBroad and Purchase stresta,

All efforts at estimating the losses and Insur-
ance aro_futile at thia time. Having given the
march of the fire fland, most readers will readil
recall the names of & great majority of the busl-
ness firms on the prominent streeta through
which it passed. We hope to be enabled to give
A list as full as it s possible to obtaln of the suf-
ferers, the losscs, Insurance, &,

THE FIRE SPREADING TOWARD STATE STRERT.

The flames, however, were not subd:ed. They

rom'uo‘d with unabated fury and certalnty
oward State street. At a quarter past nine
o'clock It had reached In nearly a stralght line
from Congresa strect through Lindall to Lilby
rtreet and Libarty aquare, both sides belng o
fire. The rear of the Post OMce on Linda!
streot waa blazing. 1t having N N hesanry Lo
blow up the bullding corner of Tongress streei
and Congress square, It was mined and exploded
shiortly before nine. The large nite front
bullding at the northwest corner of Lincoln and
Kilby streets, occupled b‘ Vincent & Hutchings,
fnsurance brokers, J. Wiley Edmonds, anl
several others, was also blown up at nine
o'clock, though the effect of the blast was ap-
parently of no material ndvan The inslde
was shattered, but the walls and much of the
wood work were left atanding, the Iatter in a
condition to aceelerate rather than retard the
progreass of the fire,

The flames were making thelr way with grim
certalnty toward the corner of Droad and State
streets, They would evidently strike =iate
street near the corner of Kilby street, it being
only three doors dlstant,

BLOWING U'I' BUILDINGS,

At 9 ¢'clock an effort was made to arrest their
Progress Blowing up the oriea bullding,
which is lhr:d from the State street front, but
plosions failed to wake the dogired l.ly;

Nearly every bullding hl'& O suis
tate street front, between Congresas and Broad,
were already ruined ; whiie kogs of powder, with
the mateh in readiness for lighting, were placed
under a large namber of the bulldings in the
vieinity of liroad street, ready to rend them to
leces. Quite a distance from the Kilby street

ront, next State stroet, where the fire waa hot-
test, I8 & heavy granite bullding, with but little
omamental work to eateh the flmines, but next
1o it is a very high granite building belonging to
the 3hoe and Leather Exchange, and Is only
Sepactad flgm the peging fGre by the plain
granite building.

On Milk street the fire lina passed below the
corner of Oliver (on bhoth sides), and Is vary hot,
and only a single small block of bulidings be-
l.\t('(‘nI{ nd liroad. Iight in the vicinity are
ma.y large stores filied with olls, paints, or
liquors, and If these are caught there seems to
be no possible way to stop the progress of the
fHames before they reach the water in this direc-
tion, but there is r'nt a small chance to savo
Binte strect by fearlessness and promptness. In
the square formed by Doane, State, Kilby, and
liroad street, at ¥ o'clock there was only one
bullding « re, and that had Jjust commenced
at the corner of Kilby and Doane street. In
other quarters the fire seems to have somewhat
subsided, or at least reached it extreme limit,

BANK BULLDINGS IN DANGER.

If the flames are not stopped by some supar-
human effort in Kilby street, the following banks
will bave to succumb to the fire flend: At-
lantic National, Atlas Natlonal, Eagle National,
and the Shoe aud Leatlier National. There ere
also large numbors of Insurance companies in
the same street threatenod with the same disas-
ter. ‘The Merchants' Exchange, including the
Post Office, has gone. ‘The nialls, however, have
Lieen saved. The 'ost OfMes will open In Faneull
Hall to<amorrow,

KA. M ~The fire 1 aweeplng up Devonshire,
Congress, and Water streets, and lnn Merchants
Exchange on State street is threatened

11 4. M.~ 11 Is believed that the fire la now <o
far under control that It will wot cruss Siale
slrest,

THE FIRE UNDER CONTROL.

2P M. The fire 1s now belleved to be under
control. The GUld South Church was not hur
The [ransciipd offi e s destrovoed, and the

of the Boston Post ia banody damsged. By holf
et 1 o'clock the peogross of the fire toward
he water in the direction of Kilby and Central
streets seemed to be effectually stopped, and the
streams of water were used In extingulshing the
fames among the ruins, which present an ap-
pearance of utter devastation.
THE LOSSERS ON KILBY AND CENTRAL RTREETS.

The principal losars at this point are H. SBamuel,
clgar maker, J. P. P, Dubue, agent for Burk-
harde s lager beor ; Bowen, commisslon
merchants, and the Commercial Printing House,
all situnted in & four-story brick block on the
south corner of Central and Kilby streets, On
the opposite corner is another four-story brick
bullding, which s 10|n|‘|rt-'l‘y demolished in the
inside. It was occupled by F.T. Hawley, saloon ;
Aborn, Fay & Co., commission merchanta ; J, B,
& N. Niles, printers ; F. B. Hall, solicitor of
Patents ; H. C. Dane, J. R. Baker, Wayland &
Norton, and Flint & MHall. This building s
numbered 0 Kilby strect, There are several
adjoining Llocks, the windows of which are had-
Iy shattered by the explosions. In some of them
scarcely awhole pano of glass remalns,

On Kilby street the wvall the bloeke num-
hered fron Zito W, inclusive, are partially stand-
Ing, but the iuterlors are almaost entirely runed.
These were occupled by George White Williams,
importer of saddiery hardware ; Wm, Warren ;
G. Tuckerman & Co.; B, 3. Sargent; Geo. W
lNrown; L. Seaver, coal and wood dealer; | nion
Stone Co.; and Gray & Co., cotton brokers

By the most strenuous exertions the firemen
ruccecded In subdulng the Hames about the
Post Office, so that LY noon nothing was dis-
cernihle in the interfor In the way of a blaze,
and strong hopes are entertained that the build-
ing will be saved, though the various depart-
mentsin the inside will be thoroughly drenched
with water
TUE POST
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OFFILE
The progress

AND EUD-TREASIURY SAVED

of tha flames In the

directlion of the water s checked, and the fire
svaina to be well under control everywhere
'he new Most X

Office and Bub-Treasury build

| posed tothe flerce
carcely scarred
ture saved the Hos-
WLy opporite
Ing the fre from
State street, The old SBouth Church
wd, Lhough several times given up for
lost, The costly and beautiful 4 ransce {pf bulld-
ing and Currier & Troit's Jewelry establishiment,
on the opposite corner of Milk street, were
burned. The Eastern express ofice was saved,
though reported at one time as burned, Two
steam fire engines came from Portland, with
four hundred of her leading citizens, headed by
Mayor hingsbury, tu proffer every ald lu their
puwer,

THE LOSS TO TNE WOOL AND §HOE TRADE,

The conflagration was got under control at
sbout 1 o'clock. having in the apace of fifteen
hours destroyed hundreds of the costliest and
most substantial warehouses in the country,
and temporarily paralyzing three of the leading
mercantlle inierests .- the shoe and leather,
wool,and dry ﬁundn trades. 1tis sald thut there
Is not one wholesale shoe and leather establish-
ment left in Boston. The wool trade has suf-
fered in an eqgual degree, and the dry guods Job-
bing houses are few and far between

The Ninth Regiment and detachimenta from
other regiments, amounting to L0 0, are on
duty for the protection of property and the pre-
sorvation of order.

RELIFF FOR THE SUFFERING

A meeting of prominent ecitizens was heldin
the City Hall thls aflternoon, presided over by
Mavor Gaston, at which encouraging speeches
wera made and energetic action urged fn order
to alleviate the sufferings of the needy as well as
for rebullding tha burned district, A numerous
relief committos was appointed, of which Mr,
William Gray s the Chairman, ‘T'he committes
will hold daily sesslons, A bureau of rellef was
also organized, of which ex-Mayor Norcioss Is
I'reasurer.

THE BOUNDARIES OF THE FIRR.

The following are the general boundaries of
the conflagration: The whole length and bhoth
sides of Bummer sireet, acr Federal and
nearly down to Drake's wharf, and thence in
nearly direct line to Fort Hill, along Hamilton
and Batterymarch to Kilby streot, as far as Lin-
dell and Central streets, and from Milk to Sum-
mer on Washington street. Within these boun-
daries, an area of nearly sevenly acres, every
bullding Is consumed. Almost every wholesale
shoe and leather and dry goods and wool estab-
lishments in Boston are burned,

Chicago proffers, by telegraph,
ald. Fire engines, by special tra rom New
York, arrived this morning. The los now es
timated at between $50.000.000 and $80,000,000,
and the insurance at F10,000,000 Lo §12,000,000. A
'r-]uddmmr persons were injured and seversl

illed.

mpathy and

THE EXTENT OF THE CALAMITY,
The fre raged for twenty-four hours, and
acres of ground have been
T s line of the fire may be sum-
med up as follows: From the corner of Wasn-
ington_street, down Bumuner to Bedford, eut-
ting off Bedford at its function with SBummer
and Lincoln strests, thence crossing Federal at
Its Junction with Hroad street, then around the
water line as far as India street, including

Central, Lindall, Doane, Kilby, and the rear
bulldings  on the goutherly slde of Btate
streot, thence through Congress to Milk

strect, up Milk to Washington, thence along
Waslilngton to Bumner street, destroying every
bullding, Including the Inimense store of Macul-
lar, Willlams & Parker, clothiers, The spectacle
of the burnt district is appalling. The glare
from the burning rulns light up the heavens.
I'ha losa cannot fall much short of §100,000,
Thousands of persons are thrown out of employ-
ment, and hundreds of men who wers wealthy
one day ago are to-night poor, The new Post
Office bullding, yet unfinished, Is damaged to
the extent of 000, The granite columns
crumbled before the Intense heat from the
opposite side of the streot, The ¢ity has Lesn
o scone of excltement and confusion. Men
have been runuing franticialong the streots,
while thousands from the nelghboring citles
came Lo Boston to witnoss the terrible spectacle,
The Common s o storehouse for all kinds of
guods, planus, plotures, & e Doard of

— — S— - -
Aldermen and Common Counoll mat thia noon,
and will take action on the calamity to-morrow.
The hotels are full to overtlowing.

s
The Flamea Running Like Lightning - Why
the Fire Department was Slow,

Prom the World.

The fire broke out in the large dg ﬁoodn
establishment of Tibbetts, Baldwin & Da

the corner of Kingston and Summer streets,
started in the engine room, and soon the entire
bullding was |n flames. The fire departmont
was very slow In getting to work ; all the horses
waere sick and the engines were drawn by men.
It was & lon me be any water was
gaurod upon the fiames which soofl awapl across
Bummer street and took the great bullding of
James M. Beobe & Co. This bullding was alt uat-
ed In Winthrop square, surrounded on two
sides by narrow avenues, and through these the
fire began to aweep to the north. At the same
time it moved In the othar direction down
Kingaton strest, and in hoth directions on Sum-
mer tireet. The fire engines were all fnally got
to work, but they could do nothing. Engines
wore brought from Cambridge and the ne'gh-
boring cities, but altogethier thelr efforts availed
nothing,

As soon as the finmes wera falrly under way
the air, which had been still before, began 1o
move In swift currents up the narrow streels
tow the fire. Boon it was like a whirlwind,
The wholo city waa lighted up. The glare of Lthe
flames overspread the church spirea and the
trees of the Common, where great crowids of
weople gashered to watch the progress of the

anioa.

The whole population of the city was aroused
and thousands of people congregated In the
streets to witne-s the magglficent and anpalling
spectacte. The fire seamed Talrly to rifn dowh
Bummor strect towrrd the wiinrves, rweepin
away the brick 8" 4 %ona05 St dinsy ln e Pt
like 8o much stubble.

Down Kingston street it moved less rapidly,
hut gradually all the Aine butldings there which
have rocenily been turned into wholesale dry
goods stores were attacked.

The most terrible sweep of the flames was to-
ward Franklin street, om Winthrop square
they took a northerly Airection, and by 11 o'ci
they cut through the middle of one of the splen-
did blocks on that stroet, half way from Wash-
Ington street to Devonshire streat. From that
point to the corner of Devounshire street half a
dozen blocks were consumed In half an hour.
Vhan the Snmes Simped across Franklin stroet
and attacked the oqually splendid bulldings on
the northerly sides,

They spread ncross Winthrop square and
worked rapldly down to earl street, ¢ ing
Congresa and Federal streeta. Here I8 concen-
trated the wholesale trade of the city. On Caon-
gress sireet the greal six-story granite wool
houses went down like cob houses.

From Summer streot High street extends In
an easterly direction across these great streats
to the wharves, und liere, tou, the Ure made ap-
palling prog

Before eleven o'clock the depot bulldings of
the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Com-
pny on Boston wharf were utterly deatroyed,
and the fumes swept down toward the bay in a
great broad eheet, makiog Broad street me
Jassable,

The bulldings

n Summer, Franklin, and
High streets wer arly all noew flve and six
story granite warchouses, most of which had
Munsard roofs, which gave tho flaines an easy
way from one to ancther,

ok A
Dlewing Up the Granlte Mlocks The Air
Filled with Masses of tirnnlic,

From the Exiva Telegram.

Shortly after midnight it became neces-

sary to fight the flames with gunpowder, Beautl-
ful bulldings elght and ten stories In helght, yot
untouched by the tlend, whose fiying banber
wis belng swept tuward them on the fierce gale,
were singled out sccording to sltuation, and
wore blown up.
This was not declded upon until after repeated
solleitations on the part of the business come-
unity and the owners of real estate, Shortly
before 2 o'clock Chief Envineer Damrell had ali
the streets leading Into Milk =treet roped off
This was done preparatory to blowing up all the
buildings on the south side of Lthat street,

Half an hour ago the firemen had come-
menced to blow up some large bullding in the
nelghborhood of the upper end of Federal
sireetl to stop the progress of the fire. The noise
of the explosion Increased the terrors of the
panic-stricken people. 1t waa, a8 roine of the
terrified Inhabliants expressad it, ns If the end
of the world had come, or the clly was belng

aken by a mignty earthquake.

At ho'clock 1o the morning the rapld reporta
of gunpowder explosions indicated that many
bulldings were handed over to the fuse us o last
effort to save the city from the flames. The
suunds, followed by the shooting Into the air of
huge blocks of granite, iron, and woodwork,
showed how earnest were the endeavors to
balk the fire flend of his prey. The Arst explo-
#lons occurred In a block on Devonshire gireet,
The bulldings were thrown partially down, but
not sufMciently 8o to bar the blaze, which leaped
uver the gap and selzed upon the adjoining
stores. Huildings at some distance from the
tiames were then gelected for gunpowder opora-
tions, It belng evident that It was useless to
w ua- any situated in the Immediate vicinity
of the fire.

Al 545 A, M. the destruction of bulldings by
gunpowder wasa begun In earnest. The explo-
sions, which shook the city to its foundations,
followed each other rapidly, and belng added to
the hoarse roar of the fames, the cracking sound
of bursting granite, and the sight overhead of
the million fory w&-urkn studding the black brow
of night, produced a scene at once grand and
terrible. At this time the firemen, who wers
fearfully exhausted by thelr arduous efforts,
were still working with a will, although it was
evident that waler was no obstacle whatever Lo
the blaze, which heked the streaws from the
engines into steam as fast as they were played
vpon the buruing bulldings,

At iive milnutes past 4 A. M

Nosion teok place A blowk of builldings on
bevonahire street was bBlown Lo ate with the
[ preventing the further spread of the

. A maost terrific ex-

tames northward
As | write the general infon s that the en-
tire city is doomed., At 1 o'vlock the heat was

l--"v Ly Intolerable, The crash of the taliing
locks of granite, the hum of the engines, the
roar of the see ¢ flumies, the hiss of the stenm
as Immense vo 4 of waler were poured in
upon the burning mass, and shouting of the fire-
men made up o Tabel of horrible sounds —it was
like pandemonium,

The firemen erected barricades and worked be-
hind them Lke beavers. Driven back from one
station to anoiher they never once gave up their
work. Insome cases the heat was 8o great that
I was neceossary to keep a constant stream of
water on the engineers to enable them to work
thelr englinea,

Immense bulldings fell ke eard houses: the
strects were Like rivers, and Impossible through
the debris. Valualle s of goods were seen
floating through the streets

When the Nlames caught the large dry goods
stores near Otis place, vecupled by Matfin, Mul
len & FElms, Harding 1 & Co, and Conanit
Bros,, the scoue was terrifically grand Ihe
Humes leaped hundreds of feol into the alr, as
the valuable winter stocka burned like so much
tinder,

Beebo's newspaper bloek, one of
granite structures in the clty, in which were slt
uated A. 'l Stewart's rooms, only gave fuel to
the conflagration

Ax | write, thers is a perfect shower of hot
ashes and cluders o the streets,

Sl
Thrilltng Description of the Scenr
— Buildings Explodisgwith 11
lows Rolling Over the Cliy
the Merchants
Fivin the Sunday Timea

Boston, Nov, 0.—The greantest flre over
kuown in New England s now raging among the
large wholesale stores in the very heart of the
business ion of the city, and It will not censa
until it renches th e wharves, There was hardly
a breath of wind stirring when an alarm was
sounded, about i o'clock, followed by asecond,
third, and fourth in rapld (suceession ; but the
first engine was hardly on the ground when the
fire broke out from the fourth story of the
larga four-story granite wlore on ithe
corner of Summer and Kingston streats,
occupied in the first story by Tebbets, Hald-
win & Davis, wholesale dry gonds dealers. It
had caught in the engine room, and the Hames
spread with lightning rapldity up the large ele-
vator,and were first seon olimbing underneath tho
wood work of the roof. The engines were fairly
ut work before any other store had caught, I'ho
bulldings In the vicinity were all of granite, four
stories high, and cach surmounted with & Man-
sard roof, none of them belng over five years old,
The dotached splinters flew readlly, as the alr
was heated by the terrible heat, and soon the
nes began licking the Mausard roof on the
opposite slde, far above the reach of the
streams directed upon it from all quarters.
The fire was  constantly In the alr, and
one bullding afler another eaught on the roof,
and the Bames skipped lghtly along from one
window-slll to another, so that in less than
thirty minutes every cheek was bl i s it
became evident that the whole cltyin i
tion was at Lthe merey of the Qames, which were
'l'll]l'illll gally from roof to roof, ana from one
building to another, The second building to
succumb was diregtly opposite to that in which
the fire first broke out, and was occupled hy
Maflin, Mallen & Kuns, Harding Hros, & (o,
Bowen, Mours & Gos, George Lide, Carter & (0.,
and Conant Brdg, all wholesale dealers In dry
and fancy goode, This was at the corner of
Otls place, The heat now becamas Infernal ;
the streets ran rivers of water, and every
moment was heard the sound of granite blocks
exploding, and whole frames fell in the streets,
making them lmpaasable, The fAremen were
drivenggam one station to another, and many
an au# was kept nobly at work, while the
hiydrant was wet down by a hand hose, and the
onglnesr could only hiold his place while a stream
of water was kept playing upon him. HWlo
granite walghlng tons were aplit as if by po
and hurl+d serosa the wida dtreets, and plan
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feathers. The firemen erected barrioades, and
worked behind them, but they wers bumed
almost a8 soon as erected. An hour had hardly
elapsed before It was evident that Heebo's
block, the finest business structure in the city,
bullt of granite, five stories in height, with the
cursed mansard roof over all must g0, Within
thirty minutes the flames wer o coming out in
fiery blllows from every window, and up the
5 aﬁway leading to. A. T, Btewari's rooms was a
';ari'er.t ocolumn of lamea, This bullding served

ut a8 fuel for the flames. Pleoes of
dry goods went whistling moross  the
square, lodging on  the window sills of
the magnificent stores on Devonshire strect
Beebeo's Block stood a sclid wall of grenite sey-
eral minutes after the inside fall, but the heat
warped it, and $2,000,000 soon 1oy s heap of stone
bricks, and mortar. A hurricane now ragod i
owing to the Intepse heat and perfect »
conls, drove everything before it.  Fyer
ing was now houted ns If In a furoa
caught like tinder. Four-atory granite
soomed ke shavings. and deafening cxplosions
were constantly hieard,

A new torror was now added to the Rabel of
confusion. ‘e tenemont houses at the upper
end of Fedoral street were fast helng leked up
by the flames, and women, erazed and fainting,
wero rushing to and fro, enrrying children, oro
ery, clocks, und bedding In thelr hands, On
rn & reaming through High atreet with a stove
funnel in her hands, while anotler was tugging
a hoavy chest, which would have been a welight
forastrong man. Now and then afew pleces
of gooda might be saved by volunteers, who ran
in and spent the five minutes during which they
could work In bringing out perhaps a hundred

eces of cloth, One man, Marshal Cotter, got out

25,000 worth of kid gloves, and hiad them ohes-t
on the sid )k In - * a a '., _ﬁ-

— L U condition, (]
ofored u T‘nfﬁnﬂ’m % valn to take the goods
toaplace of safety. In leas than an hour he
hud to fee for his [ife, and the flamos were not
nizain cheated of thele f'ﬂ‘!'- The fire was now
In Foderal street, and the wool houses wers go-
Inz l'ke oll factories. They could never have
been attacked at & more dungerous timo;
crammed from cellar to garrot, wdreds of
thousands of dollars worth were
might have been deliverad to ousto
not been for the horse disense

In one store alone there was £100,000 worth of
wool stored, which was awalting delivery,
Minor, Bonl & Hackett hud thoir store packed
full, having only put in the last of thelr winter's
stock threa hours before the fire anveloped It
oll. Muarch Brothers & Plorce had just put in
their winter goods in the cellar, and sent thelr
summer goods up stalr to he made up. The
{:_ul-ef houses came next, and with the end of

cderal street. went the majority of the large
clity dealers. It had been hoped that the fire
eould be stopped short of Franklin street, but
the stores there were as  vulnerable aa
any of the others. ‘The Freeman's National
Iank went at 10 o'clock, aud an hour lateg the

vasd Bank 37 Norn america wis in aa
bad acondition, The unly place where the limits
of the fire were reached Is on Bummer street,
where the fire began, It swept in a northeaster-
Iy direction from there, and I cannot tell whore
it willstop. T write this with my halr singed by
the lames, my face burning, and two or three
burng where the corls have flown down my baok.
Bince beginnl this despateh Ilearn that the
Trangeript bullding, erected this year at a cost of
$100,000, has ‘gone. The loss, of course, is be-
yond computation. 1t ean hardly fall short of
*u- ¥,000, on which there must be an lnsurance
1eavy enough to corry under several insurinoe
companies in this clty

P
The lLasses of the 1 rance Compnnies=
W hnt the ~oundest Insurance Men Say,

The Sunday rest of the clerks and other
employees of Insurance Companies and agencies
was sadly disturbed by the news of the great
fire. They were generally summoned to unusual
labor sbout noon yesterday, and continued at
work to a late hour st night, making up cs-
timates and data upon which to base answers te
the inevitable storm of guestions that will pour
in upon them to-day. After fnterviewing o
number of Insurance men on Broadway sod
Wall street, a SUN reporter, seeking for a more
comprehensive statement, sought Mr. A, P. Bell,
who s largely Intccested In ull the agencics In
thia country of the London, Liverpool, and
Globe Company. and whose connections widh
other English Companies are quite extensive,
He was ultimuately found st the Wostminster
Hote! on Bixteenth strest, and was evidently
excited l:{ the private telegrams which he had
Leon recelviug aill day,
eporter (1o Mr. Belll - WIll you tell me what
effect the Doston fire will have upou the business
of your agene ¥

Mr. Bell  Well, it must effect us lurgely, ns i§
will all business men,

Heporter Have you large risks in Boston ¥

Mr. Bell —'I'hin agiregate of our risks there |9
very gocat, and we have onthem less reinsurance
than eisewhere, because we hud more contldence
in the security of property there. We always
gave Hoston risks a sl

Hevorter—Will all
pay thelr lussesr

Mr, Bell s afrald not all,  You see the
theory of insurance  that whleh makes it a sale
and practicable business - fs that there Is but a
certaln percentags of loseaes by fire in glven lo=
calities. Events like the Chicago fi=e and this 2§
Boston, strike at the very basls of our business.
No insurance cotmpany in the world could pa
ull its policies, if o s vecurred for every pufs
fcy. some English companies, of which [ am »

ng » have confined the American risks
and and New York, liut the Lon.
. wol and Globe have agencles in all
considerable  citles  of this country, It s
a very atrong Institution. But the Uhicago fire
was i stunuer. std 1L s tou soon to say how is
will get through this affair. It is not 80 much a
question of paying the lusses on the policies
issued directly 1o riginal insurers, bul com-
panies who Lave ‘e part of our riske at
I the rmmiftications of
are so extensive that it takes some
Iy nscerimin the effect of a great
= fire. The Investments of our
capltal - our wssets, In & word may be more

2t preference
your companies bo able te

]
the busin

serion alfected thun we now Know

Hepor Do you anticipate troubila In the
Insurance companics” oflices to-morrow 7

Mr, Bell - Twould not like to say anything to

erate u panie. but both stockbholders and
v holders will Inovitabiy be greatly iroubled
y the news, and It is impossible o predl L tle
result,
Heporter—Can you give me the nanies of somae
companies likely to fail ¢

Mr. Bell 1 would not Hke to do that to-night
lﬂla-p'-nvl-r Y ouare satisfied that some will 1ail
r. el

It i= inevitable,
Keporter—Are the English compantes Hkely ta
st Ter more than our home institutlons ?

Mr, Bell -1 think so - indirectly, if not directly

Alter more conversation of the same purport
the reporter withdrew,

A prominent lnsurance man asaured a SN re
porter that more companies wonld break thi
week than broke afte: the Chicago fire. It may
be considered as certaln that the rate of fire in
surance will he ralsed from twenty-five to fifyy
|er cant Lu-tiorrow,

A TALK WITH MR, COIT,

The six principal companies of Boston
the North American, the Ellor, the Washington
the Manufacturers’, the Mercntile, and the
Merehnnts' and the Hartford of Hartford, Cunn,
are wll represented hiers by Higolow and Colt ol
1 Brosdway, Their united capital and sddi
tionul Investients unt o seven milllions
The asscta of the North American amounted
danuary 1, to 64,4820, the surplus to $441,421; the
Eliot had 176 aszets, and 156 surplus
the Washir nestablished in 1520 had $omw, W
nasets, and FMe 8 surplus ; the Manufacturers
eatablished in 1822, had L4050 as.ets, and
Fultslg surplus i the Merchanta', (estabilighed it
IS10) had $044, 160 assets and 444,106 surplus ; the
Mercantile ostablistied bn 1555, had $604,000 nssets
and g 000 surplus ; and the Hartford of Hart
ford (estad Hehed In 1810) had $2,200,004 asseta
and §1.2 i surplus, A SUN reporter called
last night on Mr. + who 14 considered one o)
the ablest fnsurance men in the country, Mr.
Cott peceived the reporter with much courtosy,

rter Can you tell mo, Mr, Coit, if yows
connpanies will be able to meet their losses ¥

Mr. it -1 can’t tell. They ure the strongest
and lll“lul ompanies of ltimlnu. but this fire may
run us all out, Our surplus funds are ver
but this may clean all n} s out, V ety

Roporter »you supposa any of these come
panies of Boston ever contemplated such & COlls
tingency ¥
Mr. Colt T talked the possibility of just suckh
A contingency over with one of vur I'residents
only two weelks ago, and I remember he said his
company could not lose more than half & mils
Hon, and wonld come out all right &t aay rate,
They are all suff, conservative comp s, These
large surpluses are thele only salvation They
may carry them through, and again they may
oot wmvount to snythiog,

lu.v,li.n.‘. Have you any ldea of the extent of
thelr losses?

Mr, Colt Not it will be impossible to know
the amount before to-morrow, | am walting
despiatehes to-nlght, bt so far (It was 8§ o'clock)
I have not received sny.

Heporter
full ¥

Mr. Coit- My dear fellow, T don't know an
maora about it than tho man futhe moon I’I
they do, and we are informed of it Lo night, wa
want to mdyertise to-night so as to protect ous
customers,

I(«i-u;'lur ~How much of the risk in the Lurn-
1”f distriet Is coversd As miuch as two-thirds ?

Mr. Colt - No, Fdon't helieve it is as muoch as
that, because the goods have been piled up on
account of the lack of horses. They don't gen-
erully carry more than seventy-ilve er cant,, and
llrll'm uuml}i utn- |»|I~'-|1 wp on account of the lack
of horses, I don't beliove that more th -
half of the risk is insured, AR S0y

licporter ~Will the HBopton or the New York
companios bo the heaylest logers ?

Mr. Colt Y ou mean'the grogate amount. I
thodd think the loss of the New Y ork comm-

ks st

Do you think it likely that they wid

woul tyng through the alr s U Lhey were

Continued gn Second Paye.



