ORTII CAROLINA'S DEBT.
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INTERESTING INFORMATION FOR
MER BONDHOLDERS.

An Argament in
ting the Frandn
ture of 1865 Nev
Acia nll Worthisss and

To the Rditor of Tha Swn,
gin: 1 have seen no newapaper publishefl

north of the Potomae which has exhibited a

more Intelligent appreciation of the condition

of the South since the war than Tur SuN, and

1 am theretore encouraged to offer to the con-

sideration of your readers an explanation of the

recent large vote of the people of North Caro-
lina In favor of cancelling the 4th section of the

Bth article of the Constitution. Indesd, nearly

allthe white peoplefwithout regard to party

distin tions, who went to the polls voted for the

amendinents, and thousauds of the blacks did

likewise

In the distriets in whieh the negro element
predominates, that elasa generally, though not
fuvariably, voted against all of the eight amend-
ments, not excepting the fourth of the series,
which was proposed by an almost unanlimous
vote of the Legislature for tieir benefit., ‘Lhe

Constitution had already authorized the ex

smption from taxation of 0 worth of books

and scientifie Instrumenta, which very poor and

Ignorant people are not generally overburdened

|
|
|

| tion of the Constitution was entitled to vote

with; and to equalize things it was thought to |

be only just that a llke valus of any property
should be exampted. But this amendment, like
the others, has been carried by the white votes

over Lhose of the blacks. However, there were |

thousands of whitea who voted against It, and it
will bo found that the vote in 1ts favor is much
smaller than the other amendiments rocelved ;
and especially the first, which cancels the fourth
section of the Nfth article.  This section s as
follows

The Gieneral A
Slon and by ade quat
and regular payinent «

by ahall, by approoriate leglsla
I Tof Lhe promipt
the pubiic deit

f sllunl tax

atdd wlier the year 1580t shal

u[ the real .|‘|u|-u. ul the Sin and
. In renlieed i sl Aparl 48 & sins ooy

Iun..t-lu devoted to the puyment of the puclic ueln

OIRIGIN OF THIR PROVISION,

In the fArst place & eonstitutional provision
ke the abiove s unusuasl if not unyrecedented.
The
tion, nor in that of sny other State, so far aa my
rocoliection goes, and o this State It orginated
In & bit of carpet<biag strotegy which inaugu-

This relstration, as T have urlinod o i
well remembered by Intelligent men, o:r‘ludod
sll who were excluded from huldln1 office by the

1 ourteentb amendment to the natlonal Conati-
tutlon, though they wers made legal voters
under the State Constitution. Here, then, was a
plain violation of the Constitution by the men
who made it, in the very act of lntroduclog It
to the world.

The carpet baggers may plead aa thelr author-
Ity for this outrage the foll mlni clause in _tha

ast of the series of Hecounstruction acts. It I
declared ;

That the Conatitutiona) Conventlon of any of tha
Atates mentioned in the acts to which this is amendator
may frovide that at the thine of voting upon the Fatl
rmrnll of the Constitntion the reglatered vyoters m-y
vote alao for meinbers of the House of Representatives
of ihe United States, and for sl eloctive oficers pro-
vided for by the samne Constitution ; and At the ssine
eloet on the officers who shall make the return of the
votes cast on the ratification or rejection of the Conatis
tution shall enumerste snd urllf; the yules cast for
uiemin rs of Congresa.

It will be seon that this

CONGRERSTONAL INTERFFRENCR

In regard to the time and places of holding
A State election Is not mandatory, but permis-
sive, It does not declars that the conve
miust, but that it may provide that at
of votlng upon the ratiflcation of the Constitu-
tion the registered voters may vote also for
members of the House of Hepreasentatives of
the United States and for ﬂ||1'l|'n‘l|vn officers
provided for by the same Constitution,”” 1f the
Siate Conatitution had given the ficht of suffrage
only to those citizens who were reglstered un-
der the acts of Congress to vote on the adoption
of the Conatituti the permission granted to
the State election on the dav the Constitas
tion was ratifted might have been acted on
without offence.  But Innsmuch ns the class
which was excluded from the polls at the ad:

only for all State offfoers but tor member
Congress, the permission granted to have the
Htate and Congreadonal elections on the same
day became inconsistent with the rights of

¥ ation,  If we suppose that Congress In-
tended to deprivoe thia clasa of 1ts right to vote
at this fArst election for State officers, the case
stands no better, for Congresa has no more right
to deprive cltizens of their righta or to say what
portion of the citlzena of a Siate may or may

| ot vote than the State Conventlon had after
| tho Constitution made by It had beon ratitied.

|

15¢ in the national Constitus |

rated Lhe first of the carpet-baggers’ long series

of fraudsa, 118 history is briefly as foliows @
Bhortly after tie weeting of the Convention
which framed the new Constitution in Decer-
ber, 187, a Ring was formed among the mem-
bers and others for the purpose of speculating
In the State bonds, The principal of the ante-
war debt was then nearly ten miidions, and the
unpald interest which had acerued amounted to
pearly half as much more. The scheme of the
truly loyul and patiiotic carpet-baggers was first
o ery down the crodit of Lhe Stite and therehy
bring ub K depreciation of the bonds In the
usual “bewring ' stvie, They were succesaful,
and Invested no doubt to the full extent of their
re<oumes. | have mysell seen an article written,
or procured to ve writt atid published at the
ns bng mu :!-l- inaNew
¢tnber, r January,

v dJd the Btate t »l--' hivpelesss
Iy bankrupt, and stated that the best Lthing to
be done wius to compromise the debit. Lo
s MADY similr tenor wer

lished wipiers about the
i nault your price
purrent rey 4y y l\\il\ fHid that
the State b e pred n ably I he
Ring !‘n'.:l--lllul--'l‘\ ol reciated
b-nl- elowent to work to ra ¥ r"ul-\-!
walue They wete rdingly sel 1 wi

srasm of ** hono® and good Tatth " whileh o
nated in the adoption of the guaranty
abuve guoted,
WIHAT A PROVIEION MEANS,

If the public debt had not been more that
Pplioated LY the very mwen w { i
into the Constitutio it might
able. But under [
posing the " new b
clause of the Constitution qul.- s eVery e
ber of the Leglslature to tuke an vath ll.ll he
will vote taxes whiceh would amount the
Bacation of nearly or quite all the n
DI Lhe I |

wWom assertion. It s

nstration whole
. the State is nbout
URTTIRETT) » public debit, if we ¢ tinthe

-lw!n" oA part of it amounts t T
d the annual interest at six per cent,
o Or 2.8 per cent. on the whole real
it llf*w-uni property of the people. It is well
k that hole people, especially where

] most the exclu interest,
mne with another, n e than
nt lis, 0 that if taxe evied
Lo by fhe lutere=t ul sl @etige
putious d . the ) SAY Lios
current Sta people

y robbed of t

Let every
how Lo w
gal lous of .A.-‘.':.' » de
His WHOLE EARNINGS
to hia creditors, lenving nothing. literally noth-
log for the edu ation of his children and the
urchase of the sl ost comnforts for nls fawly
know that the Snylocks will say that it was Lis
owhn fault, and that he shiould pay the forfeit of
bis life-bluod ; but such will not be the righteous
verdiot of pubilic opinton, The psopie of North
Carolina found themselves in this predicament
Thelr reprosentatives in the Lagislature could
DOt Lake Lher seals wutll they bhod firsl Lok en ad
ocath Lu tak thew vub of adl their net varnings for
the purpose of paying a debt lmposed on thein
by fraud.

But I will now show that the “new bonds "
have no validity, not becanse they were lssued
in vivlation of the stututes which asuthonzed
themn, nor becaass they were run off wi
misappliod by the knavish sgents in whos
they w'-r- *I though this last state
true; b greater reas n that the hody
whi horiged thelr asue in the name of the

Blate North Carcann wait not islature
elected under 1ts Constitution it It waa
fraudulently sen invi N t MOl Bee
aentinl cluuss of that i ment, viz those
whie! setire the right « Trage, | raise no
Iasue about the constituth wnality of the Hecoone-
ptruction mets of Congress, nor about the \\|-1

Ity of the Constitution fran
baggers and adopted under il
and control fut the polnt hie

tution thus made and thus arel \-||\| --.Iv
pet aslde and violnted fn the ctlon ' of the
po-called Legislature which issucd the stulen
bouds,

THE CARPET-BAOGERS
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would g

native alllea

Iy hiny [ Iy
of the whi e peaple who were not e
with them. But this they fear i
might cause e redection of taet imatitution;
and they reluctuntly ylelded prevalent
popular wi l, woioh demandoed CVUEY all,
whatluver his lenita, whijoy the

Aceordingly the sixth article,
s Lhe gqualicativus of wu vleciur

rlgit of sullroe
section 1, denl
as folluwa

born in the United States, and
hos been netnralized, twenty.-one
sho shskh Boave resided 1o

".!l,\1|~ h ‘: i .\,f. .n... i
ahal ¢ devined su elecior

st thils provision of the 8t
La bt thoe righit of sulfrage thiat
ant claas of e n upon whoia

cent anendm
mn! by the Hed
I3 cluss was

8 Lo the nationul

LIl ]

Verli-
Can
rto
s f
Ll
Il
' r i ity. ‘f'he
rring i 1 Ins8 Wit
this Ui prs il 1 Ve A
pow TR T Ny Y thie € tution
wit it ' I gt Cliniise
O Lhie gy nof i t R WOs
well i i | th Boajorl l
Porpaiar v rthed 1 Ny
curpurated into that n i t DUC BRI
A TIOJAN L
frelehited with enem 1
eulil o Lhe righ | sl |
voented governlng class whi T i
dedd I| m the poils when L Lhie

Hion were chosen, It embracod
A W, prlor Lo Lhie War
ler the Guovern nt of

I ]
ooy [ I hook f athoy
Wivors i | ex-Liovernors
bt I atiire, nllorneys,
] ol iy 1 i v Liv BU
the Consthtation, and all 1 ralas, of

| Hieh
:l\.:"?» ':l» Lad Lving pov less than 0Ly on
There was a formldablo difleulty
For to ullow this large wnd intell cluss to
yote at ths st election would wrestly endanger
the ascondancy of Lhe carpet-baggers snd their
Nllol. Precaution had been taken in muaking the
+Constitution Lo confer long tering on the offlcials
with large salaries; and now, i u.| howld fall
Into the hunds of others, all ke i would
(e vain, They thorefore ur-!l-\n-d Ll o0 slege
on of all the state ofMciale, fnolualn - 3-
ature, should be held at the same 11 i
the same places which were deslaualod Lor o
atification of the Constitution ; and they L
her ordered taat only the voters who hsd bewn
istered by Lhe military to vote for or agalnst &
eonyention should be allowed to vole for meios
of the Genoral Asseinbly, fur Blate and

IWErCOme,

‘mwuoly oficers, aud fur wombers of Uongress,

USURPING AUTHORITY.

That the convention, by an ordinance adopted
before the Constitution wes ratifted, had no
power Lo o rive citizens of thelr righ guaran
tead by that Constitation s manifeat, For if the
ardinance could deprive one class it conld de-
| viethe other. IF I conld say that thousands

f the enfranchised whites should not vote at
r|. v first election, it could say that th sanda of
the enfranclinsed blacks should not vote. And
furthermore : if the convention could, by an or.
.1| ance, exclude any & of enfranchised citi-
s from the right to v nt the first election
w held nnder the new wtitution It could
exvliude them at the second, and Iindefinltely,
But aboove and before all this, the convention,
catled by an act of Congress, with lmited pows-
ers, had no right to go bevond them. It was ro-
gquired In the enubling aet submit its work
l vthe popular vote for ratitleation: and it was

iweriess to confer or restrict the righta of any
u lags without the sanction of the popular vote

That Congress has no right to regulate a State
election, and to exclude any class of the quali-
fed voters from the polls will not be pretended
by any man with a tincture of constitutional
learning : and | ace not how l.ny Intelligeant eitl-
zen could fall into that error. Congreas may ad-
mit new States, or, | u sadmit gece
e States ; but in either lu-- |!||- States wi
admitted are placed on o footing of equality
with all the other States.  And among the most
sacred and inviolabie of the reserved righta of
the States Is the right to order and direct the
manner of holding electlons, subject to their
several Constitutions. This is true now, after
the adoption of the Amendment to the National
Constitution, which declares that no ecltlzen
shall be deprived of the right of suffrage by
Fein race, color, or previous sondition of
servit o This amendment confera no power
upon Congress to lnterfere in a State election,
except it be to vindicate poj ar rights: and
e to tahe them awav, Bul whatever

I y confer on Congress in the preme-
i neonferred since the date of the
election n North Caroling here referred to.
1 states have not only
THE EXCLUSIVE CONTROL
uf State ¢ t they L additional

exclusive rig r e
Constitutions, to deldne the
electors of members of Congr
tion of the United States decla
{ouse of Re

and Sate
Ations of
I'nie Constitu-

resentatives shall be
YOAT DY Lhe peog
“Ach Stat » i

tors of Lhe wust
ture,

It {s not to he = ed that this clanse haa
n rendered nugatory by the late wdment
Just referred to wineh prohibits ghe stes (Pom
exciuding the colored race n the polls, For
dht stili remains 8} States Lo reqgniire
ational and property gualiflcations: and |
ve that in New kngland ~certainly in Mos
suchnusetts—a voter must be able to read and
Write, Lon ot \orr‘.‘iv‘h‘.q feature in
the Massichusetta Constitution; and if that
body should attempt to interfere the indignant

¥ of a great people would rouse th ntd-
nent to A proper sense of ?‘u--»lu ; usurpation
1 wld almost wish that the attvwipt were
made

But there {a a class of minds which are prone
to vie eight great names rather
than to the f ason, and [ therefore add
the following : Judee Story, in his commenta-

A, gives a brief account of the origin of the
clause sbove quoted, and H:- n makes this re-
mark. in which he follows some extent, |
rally, the language of Mr \| pdison, o towe Bty
second number of the }ntn st

1 .V'H. it

I blal ar

is very justly re
ubilcan Govern
nmisut 1nbent on the conveation, therefore,
Lu define 4 vabablish the | i the Culatltutiva
To have left it open for the occasliousl regulation of
Congrr would Lave been 1mproper, fur Lthe rosson
Jual @ Tohave su wibied 16 to the iegislative
discrebion of the Btatos would bave been unproper, for
Lhe sain- reason ; sud for the sdditions] resson dhab it
would hiave rendered oo deprodent on o Stats Gov
ernmieuts that braneh of the Federal Governmeat whi.ch
Vugut Lo Le dependeat vu the people alune.

In the fAfty-ninth number of the Federalist
Alexander Hamilton says:

Buppose an articie had bosn lutroducad into the Con-

Coetitution gimpowertng the Uinited sisies Lo reguinbe the

t Intelligent pe

ipposed by the st of the e |

|
I

clections for Lhe pa Licuiar Blates, would any man hesl
Late Lo voutemn (b, ol 88 80 U wRrrantable Lrssposi:
tion of power atid ss 8 precieditated cogive for the de

slruction of the State Gsoverotiedls P rl:" viuvintion of |

Ple o toly Cass wolld have re Iahlfﬁll v Lein

THE STATR CONVRSTION

In 1903 masumed that Congress meditated thia
gross infracuop of the Constitution and inva
the rights of the state and pe e, hnd
[ .U.ml. It out under whe supervision and sur-
sillance of the wilitary commander of District
8 " election of the so=called Logislature
W therefore vood, and the men chosen whe
they assembled did not constitute a Leokslat

of North Caroling, Tney were clothed with no
legitiate authority, and they had no right to
pledze the faith of the siate W anylhiug
Neither .nuu nor in morals, could they bind

u e to redesi, OF bay interest on bonids
which thoy or thelr agents stoie or misap l
I'hiis 18 the sentiment of the ta M) Ors Al vliv
e of the Btate of all parties

It s anld that of the many mithons iasued by
shority of thils pretwended Legislature, o fow
dired thivusands Lave Lo applied o bulid
i o rallroad 1n the western part of the Stat e
If this be trae, let those who advanced thelr
monuy ob the frauduleat bouds bave ke road,
Lbat

Hi

ABOUT ALL THEY WILL GET,

It is & woll recognized principle of law and of
ethics that o tuan is ot boutid by o pledge givon
under duress, sid it ls also a settled prin
of daily application in the courts that the holder
of o forged chivek ur note cannot compel the
se named in it to muke it good,  In the case
® Ul we Lhave a combioastion of these
felonles, with Intent to rob the people of North
Caroling,  Fist, there is the duress. by which
Lhe taxpavers aro wianed away from the polls st
the poatit of the bayonet: and then thero is the
forgery of the great sval of the Btate, by & pres
tended Leglsiature, to bonds for mitlions of dol-

r4 e holders must look o the forgers fur
Lowes aeliey, b oatn, very respectfully,

basigi it. GUOUDLOE,
Wanngeston, N, C., Aug, 18, 1574,
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