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Get Rid of the Humbng!

Thoro ls no more reason why the gathar-
ing of loformation regarding the weather
should be intrusted to army offleers and en-
listed men than there Is for turning over to
the milltary establishment the work of col-
lecting crop statistios or deapatehing letters
and nowspapers. Tho Weather Bureau has
no natural connection with the army, and
there Is po propriety whatever o pulting a
Genoral at its head,

For military purposes Instruction Insig-
nalling I8 nocessary, and doubtlesa there
ought to be a few officers In the army who
make a apeclalty of the business; but they
can be and should be detalled from the line
for limited terms. Theo knowledge of signal-
ling, easily acquired, would thus be spread
through the serviee, and there would be no
nooessity for a costly separato corps, with a
fuss-and-feathers General at its hend, A
Oaptaln, or & Lieutenant even, would do as
well, and better, for tho place would not bo
80 extraordinarily tempting that ho would be
likely to negloct his duties to manufacture
influence to secure hils retention In it, The
expenses of signal Instruction, also, would be
o small that there would be no opportuni-
ties for plunder like those which HOWGATE
improved. )

As it Is now, however, the place of Chlet
Blgnal Ofcor is one of the softest in the
army, and therefors Gen. W. B. Hazex, who
has always had a conspleuous llking for
foather-bod ense and security, worked him-
polf foto it. Ho had oo speclal fitness for
the duty, and no eclentific acquirements
which justified the selectlon of him, Gen,
Myer, whom ho suceseded, had mado the
Bignal Bervice, and beeauso it had proved
valuable in the civil war high rank was
glven him, with high pay, ns ita chiel. But
Hazex was put In after Myzr's death only
that he might be promoted to by a Brigadier-
Goneral, live in Washinglon, havo an easy
time, and escape rough duty on the frontier,
There was no other reason for sclecting
him. His appointment was a gross plece of
favoritism on the part of the Fraudulent
Hayes, A man less entitled to such a plum
could hardly have been found In the army,
where his reputation (s rather that of an Olly

«Gammon thun a prave and accomplished
goldior ora man of solid acquirements and
vigor of charncter, .

Once at the bead of the Signal Corps,
Hazex's interest was to magnify his im-
portance, and keep the corps of such large
proportions that it would seem appropriate
to put a genernl officer in charge of the work.
Yeot, In truth, that work Is really directed nnd
done by slx Second Lieutenants and a fow
non-commissioned officers snd enlisted men,

HazeN knows very woell that if the Weather
Bureau I8 separated from the military part
of the Signal Corps's work, there will be com-
parati@ly littlo left, and that littde will not
command attentlon outside of the army. It
Is tho Weather Bureau which keeps the con-
cern belore the publie,

Hazex has therefore manoeuvred in all di-
rections to prevent tho separation, and hns
done it In a way so discrolitable that,
whether the Weather Bureau s taken from
the Signal Curps or not, he cught to be dis-
placed as Chief Signal Officer at once, and a
court of inquiry orderad In hiis case. He hns
played the old trick of working up and manu-
facturing opinlons in his favor In a manner
to make them appear spoolancous utterances
of public bodies and the publie press, OM-
cors of the carps have been sel to do that
fraudulonl business,

Fortunntely, he has boeen axposed, and the
proofs of his trickary have been furnlshed;
but it wns obviows what he wns up to before
Mr, Beutznoovier propared his spoceh and
gathored the criminating lettors and docu-
ments, There never was any public demand
for the retention of the Weather Bureau as
part of a militnry corps. Nobody cared to
keep it there except Hazex and those whose
bread and butter or social ease would have
been affocted by Its transfer to a elvil depart-
ment, where it belongs.  Of course the reso-
lutions passed praising Hazes and declaring

. the neceasity for military control of the
woathor servieo, and the newspaper artlcles
to the samo offoot, were the work of cither

Hazex or his detalled subordinates,

By all means, turn the Weathor Bureau
ovor to a selentiic and practical corpa of
clvilinns, and employ no one In it who doos
not actually work at the business, who is not
speclally fitted for It, and who I8 not nctually
neaded. Then establish a school for Instrue-
tion In military slgnalling with such of tho
Boecond Licutonants now in charge as wish
to remuin in the army, and send officers to
tha school for training during lmited pe-
riods, The bumbug of keeplng a purely
ornamoental Brigndier-General at the head of
the Bignal Corpa Is too absurd to be longer
tolerated, Thme 18 no oarthly roason why
Hazex should b whore he 18, exeept that he
18 & man who covels a soft place,

The Great Methodist KSilver Mine.

“ For the love of monoey," salth the Apostle
Paur, In his first eplatle to Tivorat, " 1s the
root of all evil: which while soma coveted
after, they bave erred from the faith, and
plerced themselves through with many sor-
rows, But thou, O man of Gop, flee these
things; and follow ufter righteousness, god-
liness, falth, love, pationes, moekness,"

These words of 5t. PAuL and the truths
they convey are often brought to our minds,
but they have a special application to the
story we now procecd to relate,

In the summor of 1878 the President of the
East Teonessee Wesleyan University, the
Rev, Joux F. Spexcor, D, D, was gratified to
find that Col. H. G. Bixny, a Caltlornian min-
ing promoter and philanthropiat, belng a
bachelor with no family, bad conceived the
Idea of endowing that Methodist institution
with the munificent sum of two or three
bundred thousand dollars, payable In mining

 sharce. The Rev. Dr. BRENCE brought the
philanthroplst to the Rev. Dr. NEwmaN of
this city, ho bolng distinguished alike as'a
flunncler, a preacher, and a friend of
Gen. GRANT; in fact, a8 & man wise
a8 & serpont In the affairs of this world,
There also accompanied him Prof. L. H
CaLDWELL, holding the chalr of chemis-
try and mineralogy in the Methodist college.
Previously to voming to New York, it seems
the thres had consulted with Bishop Bimr-
#0%, who asked them to lay thelr project be-
fore Dr. NEwMAN, he having great confidence
«in the fnancial astutencss of the New York

preacher.

What the plilanthropist proposed was
that bhe would give the university 15,000
shares of stock for its endowment, provided
the mashinery of the Methodist Church was

originally the Isabella Mining and Milling
Company, and it bad been Incorporated In
the State of Cilifordila with the usual nom-
inal capital of ten millions of dollars, divided
into 100,000 shares of $100 cach, It was de-
soribed as * s consolidation of elght very rich
sllver mines near Globe City, Arizona,” Prof.
CALDWELL, as & mineralogist, vouched for
the truth of all that was clalmed for it. Un-
told woalth was there, only walting for capl-
tal to got it out, Some encumbrances were
on the property, Col, Brxey acknowledged,
and $50,000 wns needod to put the mine In
working order, His proposition was to place
thio shares on the market at ten dollars each,
but & cortaln proportion of them were to ba
rosorved for * first comors,” a littlo inside
Ring, In fact, who wore to be allowed to come
in onthe “ground floor™ at five dollars &
sliare.

Dosiring to banefit the cause of Moethodlst
educntion, the Rev., Dr. NewMAN stepped in
on the ground floor with an Investment
of $1,000, Having confidence in his businces
Judgment, Blshop Stmpson followed with $800.
The Rev.C. H. Fowres, D. D, LL, D, and
the Rev. W, H. De Puy, D. D., the aditors of
the Chriatian Advocate, tho official Mothodist
paper In this clty, were also lot in on the
ground floor, and the clorical gentlemen
generally at the Mothodist Book Councern,
805 Broadway, chipped in llkowlso.

Under the heading of " A Noble Deed,”
the Christian Adwocate editorially called at-
tentlon to the project and to an sdvertise-
ment slgned by the Presldent of the East
Tennecasea University, ealling for purchnsers
of 1,000 shares at $10 & sharo * In one of the
rlichest and most desirable sllver mines In
the world.” On tho speculation the Rev.
President bestowed a first rate puffasfollows :

“Thestack s belleved, after thorough (nvestigation by
disintorested experts and the most careful judgen, to be
worth more than doubla the smount nsked for it but allin.
ited quantity is placed on the market st this low rate mo
per slises, par valus §10.000) for the purposs of raining
funds tosid In paying for an exceedingly valuable mill,
to be used A% once in reducing theors, more than six
bundred tona of which have already been quartied from
the mites and are ready for the mills. Dividends on the
smount of st least fine por cemd are especiad by Nov. 1,
anid foe per cent montAly thereafter. Thowe deniring to
#id the university and st the same time make a safe and
quick paying investment should make Imniediate appli-
cation 1o the undersigusd, at 803G Brosdway, New York."

“ The mines have been developed,” sald tHe
editors of the Chriatian Advocale, " beyond
the point of contingency concerning their
almost unprecedented wealth in rlch, accesal-
ble, tree-milling silver ore, and large quan-
titlea of ore, worth from $200 to $3,000 per
ton, have been mined. The mills will be
paying monthly dividends by next Novem-
ber,” And they rounded off their little puff:

“ Col. Bixny, whose name, character, and ability nre
of the Lighest order mmong the miners of Californis and
Nevada, has given the university, ln addition to the en-
dowment (which will be ample=simounting to hundreds
of thousands of dollars), some stock with which the trus.
tees con meet their sliare of the cost of completing thy
mills gnd of starting the works, Hishop Simrann, br
Newaax, and obler friends of the university have done
nigond thing for the university in purcharing some of
their stock ;) sl we douhi not, have also done s belter
thing for themaelves.  We congratulate Kast Tennessee
Woenleyan University, soon o Le named Bixhy Univer-
pity—ati hanor, lhowever, wlileh Col Bixmy declines to
actelit befars tho tristesn have actually recolved their
‘builion.' We know soveral othor soliools for which we
orave an equally valusble friend”

The 1,000 shares offerod, It will ba ohaorved,
wore put st $10 cach, and nothing was sald
about the gound floor stock, ut $5 a share,
held by the editors. In a later number of thoe
Christian Advocate appeared an open lebter
from Prof. CALDWELL, which was also dis-
tributed by the Methodist Book Concern's
machinery, giving the most glowing account
of the mine after long examivation:

“1ean ses 0o reasan why dividends may not be de-
elared In Novernber next, unloss there 00OUF sOIS hresk
In the line of transportation te the minen, by which s
part of the machinery now under way might be delayed
for a few days."

8o heralded, 8o commended, and soengineer-
od, of course the Mothodists bit freely at the
bait offered intho glittering Isabella mine
shares. Col. Bixoy, by his philanthropy and
by provoking thelr geeed, had enlisted in the
work of getting rid of the stock the men
who run the ecelesinstical and business ma-
chinery of the Church, The preachors
soraped together money to buy at $10 each
shares which the clerical, promoters got at
the ground Noor price of $5, and presiding
elders pushed forwnrd the sales.  The result
wns that a lnrge sum wos raked In.

But November came, and the promised
dividend of fifty vents a share was not do-
clared, A year prssed by, and there were no
dividends. A eommittee woent to Arizona to
Investigate tho property, and as tho result
of thelr inquirles an adjolning mine was
bought for $25,000. The company was reor-
ganized under the name of the Globe Uity
Mining Company; enough preferred stock
was lasued Lo pay for the property, and the
holders of the Isabella shares recelved come
mon stock, share for share, ln the now con-
cern, The additional mine purchased for
$25,000 ls now regnrded as the richest assot
of the greatl enterprise, which started with a
capitnl of ten milllons, SBomething, too, may
be got out of a mill in the Isabella, which
cost $40,000, The bowels of the earth have
not ylelded the promliged bulllon.

A Major SmsoN of Chilcago, who ls de-
seribed ns “an expert and partioular friend
of Dr, FowrLen," was sent out to inspect the
property, and he ndvised extensive lmproye-
ments, which required more money. Ace-
cordingly, Dr. NEwMAN put up $1,000 addi-
tional. There was troubls about the man-
ngement of the mill, and finally in March lnst
all work on the mine was abandoned, [Ib was
glven up as a worthless undertaking !

The truth Is, Col. Bixpy's Isabella mine
wing never worth anything. In the opinion
of Dr. NewMsaN It was “ aalted" befors the
mineralogieal professor, CALDWELL, vialted
it. Mr, A, W, MammoND, who koows all
about it, reports as follows:

“The Isabella mine was locsted, T think, In 1877, Ly
Col. Hixer. A little *pot hole,' twenty or thirty fesl
desp, waa dog and baby drifts run, and that endad the
development of this ‘mine.' Ths liols was nnt o deep
ss to shade s man from the sun if he stood upright in it
When Hixey came Enaat he brought the Inabella Mining
Company la his satchel. The naxttime we saw him in
tlobe City he had bronght Prof. Csiowset out to sct s
expert. The people In Globe Clty told the Professor
plainly that the mine was worthless. e talked with
mie about it, and | told him the ssme thing, Neverthe
lens it maemie that he reported it a splendid property, and
the stock waa markuted, aa has alrendy beon stated. The
sale of the stock was mot marely canfined ta the preach
ers. Bualness men of proved aagacity were bitten right
andleft. Oneof the big Jjewsllers in this elty s sald
to have irsded w lot of dinmonds for the stock.
When Col, Brxay iret returned to Globe ity he had &
regulnr headlight stone in his shirt besam. Whea hs
fArst came thers he was a8 poor a8 & church mouse and
nol st all proud.”

As to how many the vietima were we get a
hint from & remark of one of them, the son
of the Rev. Mr. Russentu, s Mothodist
preacher. His stock certificats I8 numbered
450, That means, sald the reporter, at loast
450 victims of the scheme:

' Four hundred and Afty!' exclaimed Mr. Russnri
"My dear sir, that niimber dossn't begin to count them,
They are legion. 1 was smong the fAirst purchasers. A
whols army cams after me.' "

Who I8 moet responsible for the awindle?
This is the queation that agitates Moethodist
clreles. The clerical promoters toss Lhe burden
from the shoulders of one to another. But
really they are all in thesame boat. They used
thelr Influence to sell to other preachers at
$10 a share atock thoy got themselves at $5 s
share; and they urged the purchase both as s
wonderfully rich Investment and as & moans
of helping the causo of Mothodist oducation.

There scoms to have been
from the lnside,

It s mssorted by Mr. Rumamiy, above
mentioned, that thora was "a bass and
scandalous uso of the organization of our de-
nomibation In forclng the rank and fileof
our ministers to put their hard-earned
savings into this detestable swindle” But
Iisten to his Indiguant exposition :

“The form of governmaent of the Mathodist Episcopal
Chureh investa tha presiding elders with a terrible
power over the destinies of & large majority of the
preschers. In ench Conferenos the Bishop, with thres
of four of the preslding slders, forms what ls called the
¥ L' The app imenta to pastorates, which are
munde at sinted intervala by the cabinet, ususlly follow
oul the recommendations of the presiding elders, ench
furnishing the Blshop with & ‘slate’ for his own dis
triet. Ninetesn twentieths of the preschers do not know
whether the next appointmaent will take them to » fat
pastorate, with s 82,500 salary and & parsonsge thrown
in, o send them out ta Murderer's (llen or Rkunk's Hol.
low stasalary of §150 & year, The Rev. Mr. (maves
waa for four years & presiding older In the New York
Eastl Confercuce. Ie was very active in placing the
Tsabella stook on the market. Of course he did not say,
‘Rav, Mr. So-andso, you must take some slock,' or
“You must lend me money.' 11 was ‘My dear brother,
thisis s very worthy objeet. Bishop Rimesod snd Dr.
Nawwan and all the lending men of the Church are tak-
Ing stock in order to help slong the caussof that dear
inatitution in the Bouth, sud it seemn lo ine aeif we
ought to do something, | am eredibly luformed that the
(nvestment is & safe one and promises large profits, Mr.
Counnts, Mr, Srour, snd Gen. Yk are warm endorsers of
the enterprise, and If you wersto put s fow hundred dol
Inrsintothe enterprine | know you would not regrat (L' A
*political sasessmnent,’ so to spsak, was levied upon the
200 or $300 they had masnsged to save out of Lhe pit-
tanices of salaries whioh had been paid them. "

The Rev, Mr, GravEs now denles that he
made such & use of his place, but a few days
ago he sald to a reportor:

1 never poxitivily sdvisod any one to put his money
inte the awindle, but when asked my opinlon [ have re’
peated what I was told by Dr. rsxce and Prof Cawn
wiit and Dy, Fowian. 1 have pointed to the &
tha Christlan Adwoente, and have said (as 1 certaluly
thought) that it must, with sich backing, be & safe and
good Investmant. On thepe representations people, 1 s
vory, very sorry to say, have gone in"

No wonder he I8 sorry. He cortainly
guvo vory bad advics positive or otherwlse,
and used his influenco as a prealding elder to
an 1l purpose,

But what shall we say of the clerieal edl-
tors of tho Christian Advocate? They puffed
tho swindle, having beon let in on the ground
floor. Booausa the Methodist Church had
put tham at the head of Its newspapar organ
their favor was purchased, and the Chrintion
Advocate was used to victimize Methodlsta
in all parts of the country—to push the sale of
shares nt $10 which the editora got for 85 or
nothing atall, Even aflter the Isabolla mine
had proved worthless, ghe readers of the
Christian Advocate wore not warned, That
religious papar held its peace, and many
morn gudgeons were caught,  And Dr, Fow-
Len, according to Dr. NEwsayn, sold his
stock, and made money out of iL!

I8 not & revival of good morals absolutely
necossary among Methodist editors and pro-
glding eldors ?

We have only to ndd that the name of the
Enst Tennessee Wesleyan Unlversity has not
yot. beon changed to the Bixby University.
Indead, the philanthropie Col. Bixpy gecms
to have disappeared from the sceue,

/Esthetic Bhams.

The present will be known as an nge of col-
lectors.  The taste for bric-i-brag, antiques,
and curlosities, formerly conllned to princes
and afew connoisseura hero and there, s now
very general, In every civilized country,
ovorything that I8 rare or difficult to pro-
cura hns Its admirers, who make it
thoir business and pleasure to collect speci-
mens, to preserve them, and show them to
their friends. The fashlon Is a useful one;
for If nothlog Is more sad than the loss for
want of caro of & beauliful pleee of work, on
which the Ilabor and thought of some
man above the common havo been ex-
pended, It follows that he who charges
himsell with the preservation of such
objocts 18 & public bencfactor. This Is
espocially teue in view of the extenslon of
the modern system of manufacturing by ma-
chinery. If It goes on, preily soon no moro
hand-made work of good quality will be pro-
duced, In many cases it ia already incum-
bent upon us to preserve what we hive,
ns no more of the samo kiond can be ob-
taloed ; elther the old processed ave forgotten
or machine-made warea have driven the
hand-made out of existence; or a falling off
In taste or In skill, very often consequent on
mere familinrity with machine-muade work in
other kinds, has taken place. Occasionally,
too, an Increascd facllity In working bas
brought about o debasement of taste in a

manufacture, Thus the earlier polteries
of China and Corea have more artistle
value than the elever productions of

modorn Jepancse workers; and so0, too,
the somewhat coarse Venstlan woodcuts
of the seventeonth century are finer as works
of nrtthan the best foac-simile engraving of
to-day. It Is well, therefore, to follow the
advice of the apostle, and * hold fast to that
which Is good "' In regand to objects of art as
woll as In othor things, The world cannot
afford to Joee any work Into which & man has
put his honeat endeavor to do well and his
desirs to produce something beautiful,

But, unhapplily, the wish to possess rarities
of this sort has created an industry which is
prospering and growing greater day by day:
that of the fabrication of false antiques and
of coples which ave put forward as originnls.
Thus & man may pav five hundred dollars
for what he supposes 18 sn eunamel of the
sixteenth or seventeenth century, and flnd
afterward that It was made but & year or
two ago, and coat the enterprising manufac-
turer five dollars. Or he may think that s
coin bought from a dealer was in eiroulation
in tho time of the C#sanrs, while it may have
been made in &n electrotyper's bath here in
Now York. The growth of this trade. ia
likaly to interfere sarlously with real indus-
trial progress, as woll by drawing the most
capable workmen of our times away from
thelr legitimate employments as by creating
a distrust of the reality of evorything that
pretends to have either archmologlcal or ar-
tistio value,

Parls Is the headquarters of this nefarious
trafic; it is the clhief mart for counterfeits,
electrotypes, vencers; for thingspatehed up,
retouched, and stuck together, Btatues, fur-
nlture, falence, offensive and defensive arms,
vases of Biévres, etchings of REMBRANDT,
old English sllverware, Tanagra statucttos,
oven modern work by celebrated mastors,
such as Deracrorx and Coror, are Imitated
sometimes with consummate skill, It isin
Paris that they Inventod ** the dust of ages,"
which Is blown with small bellows into worm
holes bored with an suger. It is In Paris
that they make the most deceltful imitations
of old Eastern ruge, of Gothle wood carv-
ings, of Venotian stamped leather.

But the Parisians have by no means a mo-
fopoly of the business, English manufac-
turers turn out vases of Bivres rose, and
produce the old pdie tendre by tho wholesale.
Egyptlan sntiquities are manufactured by
the Bodouins, and scraps of old earthenware
from ths Campagna of Rome are painted in
the Etarnal City with figures In the manner
of the anclents, burnt anew, and sold as the
veritablo work of Greco-Romnn artista.

In this country it Is only of Iate ycars that
there has besn much encouragement for such
an industry; but already it foundatlons
bava been lald here., In the bric-d-brac
shope It Is not unusual to como acroes some

tions of old metal work fastened on. There
are eloctrotypers who can hapdie their bat-
torics and baths so skilfully that they can
copy almost any objeot In metal with such
porfection that all ordinary teats will fall in
dotooting the fraud. Not only the form and
color of the object, but ita specifio gravity,
ita density, ita hardness, the ring which It
gives when struck, can all bo Ialthfully
copled. Luckily, those men are few, nnd
thelr services are In demand for more hon-
orable work.

The greater number of the artistie frauds
that are practised In this pountry are not
dificult of detootion. Thelr objoot generally
Is to pass maohine work off for hand
work at a high figure. Thus macline-mado
embrolderies, copled from good Eastern do-
slgns, are sometimes taken up with a little
Land work, are frayad and carefully darned
in places, or urposely solled to give thom
a look of age. Japaneso antiques aro lkowlse
manufactured here on a considerable scale,
Bmall ornamental plecea of motal work or
earvings in wood or lvory, Iscquer plaques,
nod so forth, are imported from Japan In
quantities, and fastened on to cablnets made
in this country of common woods, the whole
being then sold as Japanese, Even respect-
able dealers koop these wares, but acknowl-
odge thelr true charactor when questioned. In
Japan itself the more famous old wares of the
country are regularly counterfeited for the
American markot, Thus the eream-colored
pottory commonly sold under the name of
Satsuma ware 18 all false, and there I8 no
famous ware of any part of Japan that s
not counterfoited in some other province.
Of 1ate, too, certain dealera have got into the
habit of bringing American or European ma-
torinls Into Japan, there to be worked up
into the articles that the natives best know
how to fabrieate. Thoso aro then Imported
and find eale here. Tobacco pouches, medi-
clne enses, knlfe sheaths, will ofton be found
of old Dutch or Cordovan stamped leathor,
too rotten, perhaps, for other use, ornamentaed
with gilt and slivered fgures in Japan and
attached to some real Japanesoe article,

On the othor hand, articles of undoubted
authenticity are not uncommonly broken up
and destroyed to enrich some modern piveo
of work with thelr ruins, The tarnished sil-
vor galloon ripped from old Spanlsh or
Italinn vestments has added to the splen-
dors of the hangings that are displayed by
more than one of our milllopalires, Daghos-
tan and Persian rugs, which in another gen-
eration or two would be priceless, are ruth-
leaaly cut up for chinlr backs and sofa covera,
This Is & result of the mania for old things
which genuine collectors are the first to con®
domn.

Porhaps, alter all, more barm 18 wrought
by conlessed imltations than by feaudulent
ones, which to bo successful must be pretty
good. The wretched machine work In faded
eolors In Imitation of antique embroldery
which Is imported from France and Gerinany
Is mora exnsporating than the American-
Crolan  and  American-Persian work we
have been deseribing. There aro  Iml-
tations of stamped leather widch bave
none of the qualitics that make the real
thing valuable, There has even just begun
to b e an Imitation of stalned glass n
ecelluloid paper, which is more sbomioable, i
possible, than the worst that owr unartistic
glass stalners enn produce.

Poople who buy such work have, of course,
only themselves to blame; but in many
cases it 18 difficult for one nol acquainted
with the facts to distinguish tho geouinoe
from the lmitative work, It the dealer docs
not take the trouble to polnt vub the differ-
ence, In the matter of rehabilitated an-
tiques, it I8 wvery hard to draw the line
at which the renovating proeess should
stop. It would perhaps be safe to lay
down the rule that only 8o much should ba
done to a pieco of furniture, or thelike, as is
necessary to keep it In a useful conditlon,
and that the patches or the new portlons
should show distinetly. Nothing should bo
added as ornament, nor should any attempt
be made at * artistio restoration.” Tt §5 very
seldom allowable to make over old material
into ontiroly new sbhapes, and, genorally
speaking, the best thing to do with old work
past usefulness s to preservo it for what-
ovor artistie qualitles it may have, exactly In
tho state in which It is.

In regurd to the counterfeits prepared In
other countries and sold here in large num-
ber, buyers cannot be Loo wary., Even deal-
ers who have all their lives made & speclolty
of some one thing are somatimes taken in,
Of course, when an article Is so nearly ko
the original as this, it Is also of nearly
equal artistic value. Dut the archmologl-
cal value of an object 18 ofton much mors
than its artistlc value. The bost rule for
those who aro not experts is to buy only
what I8 boautiful and only from donlers of
roputation. They will then run as little risk
a8 possible, and even if thoy be mistakon ns
to the authéntleity of thelr purchass Lthoy
will ba consoled by Its lotrinsic morlt. A
Inrgo number of counterfelta are, howavaor,
knnwn and classifisd, There aro marks by
which experta may tell the real old Bivres
ware from the Imitations of the last century;
the presence of certain metallio eolors and
tho use of certaln processes of burnishing
tha glldiug are often suflieient to point out the
false ware. But manufacturers of to-day
know these marks as well as any connois-
seur, and agninst them all such signs would
be uscless, In the case of a Jopanose
product, It I8 next to lmpoesible, even
when the plece I8 marked and no
fraud s Intonded, to place It olther
as to age or locality of manufacture.
The same man may change his trade mark
threo or four times in his life; each time he
may sell or give his old trade name to
whom he pleases; and though living in one
provinee, he may use the vame of another
a8 his trade mark, Thon, In Jupan, processes
of manufacture never becoma so gottled ns
thoy are with us, and thls adds to the diffi-
culty of classifying the products, Thus Kaga
ware may bo mado in Kloto, and Banko ware,
which Ia supposed to be made by pinching
the clay between the finger and thumb, may
be simulated by work thrown on the wheol.
But if & man buys a beautiful plece of work,
and pays no more for It than he can afford,
he neod not care vory much in what out-of-
tho-way Japanese villago it was made.

The beat plan to prevent artistle counter-
folting in the future would undoubtedly be
to refuse to buy manifest imitations of any
sort, and to encourage tho best artists to
produce orlginal works.

Secretary Lincoln and the Jobbers.

As this Is the last opportunity that the
traMokers In leglslation will have to bargalin
for a big River and Harbor appropriation,
if is not surprising that they make the effort
In spite of the fact that no estimates wore
made for this service in the annual report of
the SBecretary of the Treasury. The roason
was that the monoy voted for the current
Nscal year is largely In excess of any prob-
ablesxpenditure for two years to come.

That omission stirred the wrath of the job-
bers, Mr. Paoz had a resolution passed at
the opening of the seasion, calling upon the
Bocretary of War foy speciflo and for goneral

meot in the whole matter,

Mr, LinooLN's anawer was a complote ex-
posure of the logrolling system by which
large appropriations for worthless objects
have beon constantly made In exchange for
votes, If greenbacks had boen pald down,
tho bribery of Congressmen could not be
more patent than undor this methiod of buy-
ing votos,

The Booretary of War also roported that
the unexpended balances in the Treasury
Dao, 81, 1882, to the oredit of rlvers and har-
bors amounted to the coormous sum of
$10,192,588.00.

The Protection of Stonecuiters— A Nove
elly in New York Legisiation.

A bl In relation to the use of cut and
dressed stone In the construction or repalr
of public works or bulldings by or on behall
of municlpal corporstions, bas been intro-
duced (uto the Assembly by Mr. QUINN of
this clty.

It Is Intended to prohibit the use of any
out and dressed stone on public works other
than the streets, except such stone *' as shall
bo cut and dressed within this Btate ator
near the place where the same Is to be used.”

Any public officer or agent who violates
this probibition is to be punishable as a
criminoal, and sny contract mado in disregard
of the provisions of the bill Is to be deemed
vold.

It a private citizon wanta to bulld a stone
house In the State of Now York, he may have
the stone cut and dressed wherever hecan
got the work done moat cheaply.

A town or clty under the same olrcum-
atances will not enjoy the samae liborty if
My, Quinn's bill becomes a law. Even
though it might be possible to do the cutting
and dressing near the quarry for one-tenth
of the cost at the place of bullding, a mu-
plelpal corporation would have to pay ten
times as much as wns really necessary, in
ordor to comply with the requirement of the
statute.

The Increased cost must come out of
tha pockets of the people who pay taxes,
Perhoaps they are willing to bear tho ad-
ditional burden, for the sake of glving more
employment to stonecutters within the
limits of the Btate,

If the principle involved In Mr, Qumvx's
bill I8 sound, it might logieally be extended.
For example, wa might prohibit the use of
any lour in public charitable and reformn-
tory Institutions except such as had been
ground at mills within the State and at or
near the place of consumption, Bo, also, the
purchase of any pork exeept such as wns
grewn and barrelled In New York might be
forbidden, PFhe militia could be clothed with
uniforms made only by New York tallors,
Indesd, the Leglslnture might go even fur-
ther and declare that the wool in the uni-
forms should be shorn only from New York
sheop,

It will be seen that Mr. QuiNy has struck
out on a path which may lead to many other
novyelties in legislation.

Thore was another sensation at the hearing
In the ense of the alleged murderers in Dublin
yostorday, JAMES Caney, one of the prisoncrs,
turned Blate's evidence, and his story was as
sinrtling ns that told by Kavasaoun, tho car-
man, n fow dnys ago. CAREY's testimony sup-
ports the opinion that the conspirators had
thoir eyes flzed upon more vietims than Bunge
and Uaviesnisft, who fell by thelr kuives In
Phoonix Park. There was, CAREY says, & plot
to murder Mr, FousTen, whose footsteps were
dogged for one wholo day by an assassin, who
found no opportunity to strike. There was
nlso o plot ngainst the life of Enrl Cowrer, Tho
detnlls of Canex's story are full of the most
dramntio interest, Considering the nature’of
tho charges againat them and the startling
ehiracter of the testimony, the conduct of tho
prisoners seems most aingular, On the Nrst
day they lnughed aloud when the charges were
read to thom. Yoesterday they hissod at Cangy
when he went upon the witness stand, and at
nno point In his testimony, neccording to tho
onble nows, thay broke futo laughtor, Every-
thing about this cnen tends to make it one of
the most remarkable in the history of erime,

Western New York 1s now suffering from
floods, Rallroad trains there have been stopped
by winshouts, und bridges have been swept
away. Under the influence of the rain and the
high temperature, the accumulated snow [s
molting swiftly on the treeless hillsides and
pouring In muddy torrents into the erecks and
rivers, thua repeating on a smaller scale the
ecostly lspson of the Ohio flood. How many
more such lossous slinll we need ?

Oune of the most dreadful disasters among
the many which we bhave had to record since
tha beginning of this eventful year Is the flood-
ing of a eonl mine in Illinois on Friday, by
which, It isibelleved, seventy men lost thelr
lives, The heavy rains and the rapid melting
of tho doep snowa that had fallon in tlint
reglon transformed the pralrle In which the
mine I8 situnted Into a shallow lake, Without
any warning a holelopened In the ground, let-
ting the water Into the mine bencath, and
most of tha miners had not time to esenpe bo-
fora the whole mine was fooded to the roof.
It Is said that & similar braak ocourred in the
sumoe place some years ngo, If that i so there
should be an Inguiry to determine whether the
prosent disaater might not have beon pro-
vented. Miners have already too many perils
to encounter In thelr dungeon life below
ground, and they cught to be secured, I possi-
ble, ngalost such an sccldent as this.

The cold wave that is sald to be aweeping
from the Northwest will ba welcomed In
place of tho raln and fog that have held Now
York in thoir uncomfortable embrace for nearly
n wook past.

Boma curlous refloctions are suggested by
Goorgia's recont ealobration of the sesqui-cen-
tennisl snniversary of the founding of her chlef
city. Whils QurxrHoure is now in the eyea
of ull Goorglans us the first permanent settlar
under English authority, soms of thoss who
are versed [n history linve beon urging that
Venrazzaxo, a Florentine traveller, landed on
the const in 1525, more than two hundred years
beforo OoLETHORPE, more than fourscore yoars
bafure the settloment at Jamestown, and only
thirty-three after the discovery of the New
World by CorLusaus, Btill, sinoe VERBAZZANO
is alleged to have been speedily killed and
onaten by savages, he cannot count asa founder,
whilo Dx Boro, who Is said to have wandered
within the boundaries o! the present Btate, is
aleo to be considerad only n premature visitor,
OaLxTHORPE Is entitlod to reverence ns the true
father of Georgla, and every fifty years should
be pormitied to land by proxy at Savannab,
and be welcomed by To-Mo-Cui-Cat and his
Yamacraws,

Lotter writing s deemed a virtua ‘on the
part of far Westorn settlers, and the eateom
with which a new resident s regardad Is moas-
ured to a dsgree by the number of encouraging
legbors that he writen to Eastorn friends to secure
Immigration. The Yankton Dakotian says that
five yants ago not over 10,000 Dakotians wers
engaged In writing letters and influencing the
popular mind, and slnce that time the popula-
tion has been Incroasing annually at tho rate of
forty per cent. It is hoped that enough letters

will be written this yearto (ncrease tho popu«
latlon 130,000,

The aunual dinner of the Harvard Club of
this city will take place st Dalmonico's on Feb, 31, at 8%
F. M, All gradustes of Harvard will learn with pleas
upe thal tha Rav. A. . Peabody will be present.  Presi.
dent Ellok, Prof. Plerce, and others conuected with the
univeraily are also expected.

PRESERVE OUR FORESTS

i———

To yrx Eprron or Tas Sux—Sir: Bpoecial
thanks are due to Tux Bux for its sealous ad- |-
voeney of the preservation of the foreats of the
Btata, The sutting down of the wood in times
past around the hend waters of our rivers and
thelr tributaries has alroady brought upon us
gruat ovils, And still greater are In Atore unless
tho work of destruction stops. I have known
the principal rivers of the State by personal
observation for nearly sixty yoara, In that
poriod they have undergone a complete change
in regard to tholr usual volume of water and
tho sudden outbreak of disastrous floods,

When I first know the Geneses River it wasa
stendy fowing stream. Of course it had its
raodorats spring froshots, but it very seldom
‘onred througMflochoater liko a catarnct, as it
often does now: nor did It dry up in summer;
wherean, for years past, It usually ebbs away In
July and August till a ehild can walk noross the
brink of the falls. The samo is true of the Mo-
hawk, Bixty yearaago, when the contral coun-
tios wore well wooded, and oven Iater, the Mo-
bawk maintalned a remarkably uniform vol-
umo of water at allseasons, Now a long, heavy
raln among (ts tributarien will cause it to rise
till the villnges and farms and rallroad tracks
of the Mohawk Valley are completely sub-
merged. On the other hand, In & rather dry
summor, teams aro safoly driven scross its
ehannel. Very much the same can bo sald of
the Oawego Rivar and the Black River, and es-
pecially the Hudson and the numerous streams
that feed it above Troy.

The chapges in these rivers, which have
brought in their train so much damage to prop-
orty and business, are owing in large measure
to the culting away of the wood along their
borders and around tho fountains whence thelr
tributaries rise. Tunz Bux does well to call at-
tention to this work of destruction and its dis-
nstrous consequences, Let us, at all events,
proservo the Adirondacks and their noble for-
ests, Years ago I put to Gov, Beymour the
question, ! What shall be done with the Adi-
Nndmh?’k “ Presorve them for u water sup-
ply." waa his prompt answer.

Ax OLp CiTizew,

4 LOAT OPPORTUNITY.

The Republieans te Go Out of Power With.
omt Lightening the Hurden ol Toxntion.

WasniNatoN, Feb, 16.—There are a fow Re-
publiean londers who realize that the party in
Congross, by adjourning without repealing tho
internal tax, will make a grent mistake, and
thareby, some think, nsutralize any advantage
expeoted from thelr managemont of the tariff
question. The Committee on Ways and Means
have from the start refused to conalder the
question favorably, although Influential mem-
bors hiuve tried to hayve them do 8o repeatedly,
as the right end to begin at in considering the
rovenue question, Judge Kelluy makes nodls-
guise of his vlews on the subject, and freely do-
elares that the golden opportunity hius been
suffered to pass unimproved.

Roboson, Keifer, Page & Co, haye been too
Intent on obtaining npproprintions to pny at-
tention to the cry of the people for reliel from
taxation, Tho present Congress was constl-
tuted and organized chiefly for raidson the
Treasury, not for considering the wants of the
country, Although no time ecun bo found to
repoal the odious and unnocessary war
taxos, there Is plenty to pass a seven-milllon
Harbor and River Appropriation bill, which
s demanded by no publie noecessity, and to
vota awiny the publie money by the tens of mill-
lonsatthe bock of Chandler, Robeson,and Roneh,
and other combinations for plunder, to spy
nothing of the Inlquities lurking In the varlous
other appropriation bills, Thank heaven,
thls Congress hus scarcely two weeks longor to
ravage tho country, The goneral beliel iy that
there will be no extra session.

WASHINGTON GUSMIP,

Ex-Senator'Dorsey (o Go on ‘the Stand—The
Signal Bervice Investignilon.

WasamoToN, Feb, 16.—1t is mors than prob-
able that, an & consequence of Rerdell turning Sinte's
evidence, ex-Senntor Dorsey will be called by the de-
fence as m witness, Ex Senator Dorsey, although his
eyes ars not wholly restored to & sound condition. hae
emerged into the Lght of day agsin,  1f Darsey lisd not
ralrendy detormined to take the stand to explain lis con
nection with the alleged conspiracy, Rerdell's action
will decide him to do so.  He had snch & slep In cons
templiation at the firat trial, The report that tden. Heady
will g0 on the stand lins & foundation.  That Miner will
Ao as Iterdell has done, althaugh it is the enrrent report,
in mot expocted by bhie defunce. That Rerdell would con.
fosa and testify han iaon expected Ly the defence ever
the second trinl bogn

There In likely to e acourt of Inquiry in Gen, azen's
onse, whether he wanls ons or not. In army circles
there 1 & strong fecling condenning hin course. A
strong Oavor of Howgate lingers around the concsrn.
Howgate's rascalitien weora kuown In the burean long
before the explosion. Numbers of peraons who possyes-
ed the knowledge still cscupy their old plages. Howe
gnte'n rascalities would have boen npossible without
accomplicen. Gen. Myer's lite wan for a considerable
titne vmbitteraid, nnd hinend hastened, by them. Hows
gate's machinery in the burean, in nearly every particu.
lar, is as ha lefo it

Athoraugh Inquiry woull plercs tha Howgate mys
tery and throw light on the peculiar course of ** Brow-
ater. Attorney Goneral '

Hut should Gon. Hazen not demand & oonrt of Inqulry,
of the decrotary of War tuks sctlon to that end, Hepre.
sentative Beltzhoover will early next week, in the House
of Representatives, move for s conunittes of livestiga-
tlon. That body (s In & humor fo grant one. Such s
gourss would not cut off a court of inquiry by army
oflcers,  In no case will Hagen sscaps the serutiny
which he fesred, and hoped to avold when he ssked to
be Investigated by neominittes of the Ssnate.

On Thursday the reply of Secretary Lineoin to a reso-
lution of the House of Reprassntatives asking for infor.
mation cotcerning what hai been dowe to capiure How.
gate wan lald before that body. The Secretary replisd
An \hie fasliion |

This department has no fonds which ean be nsed In

taking inenaures, probably necesaary, (o secure the cap-
ture of Howgate,

Blsmorck on the Atrict Observance of Sunday.
From the Londim Standard,

Denriv, Jan, 29.—0n the polioy of encourng-
Ing or anforcing m stricter abservance of the Sunday in
GUermany, which is pow part of the programme of the
(German Conpervative party, Frince Hismarck recently
lind oecasion o express his own oplnlons, In the conrsn
of his ubservations, the Chiancellor aald; * The English
and Ameriean mde of Bunday observance (s aterrible
form of iyranny, The Arst time [ ses foot on English
wull=it was in Hull=Iremember that 1 began whistling
In the strects, *Oh, pray do not whistls,' sald an Bng-
lish fellow traveller, * Not whistle ?' | saked, ‘' Why
not ¥ e it prolilbited ' * No* was the reply. * It {8 not
against the law, but don't you know it'a the Sabbath
I wasso angry at meh isstolerance that [ 'determined to
Ieave the town st once and I touk the next steamner
which conveyed ine to Edinburgh.'

The Chaucellor unfortunately omitted to mention
whether he attempied to repeat the performaice on &
Sabbinth day In the Scoteh capital, or what his experi.
ences may have been in that oase. He added: " In gen:
eral, however. I am not su opponent of Bunday oliser
vance.' A friond, who was present, remarked that Sun:
day in England waa, after all, not so bad ss it was often
represanted. He had liked it bocauss It wan quist, It
had siways done him good after the busthe and hurry of
tha week in Landons,

" For my part,”" rejoined the Chancellor, * as a landed
proprintor I do il in my power to support the observance
of the Aunday, but | would not iave prople legally com
pelied to keap It rigidly. 1 would leave every one to
prepare for a futpre Lifs in bisown way. Butthere ought
to be po ordinary work on Bundays, sud | think so not
#o much on account of the Bcriptural command, but be-
cause men must have time for proper reposs, To the
service of the Heate, such ssthe snawering of telograms
on diplomatic and other urgent afalrs, this does not so
sirictly apply.”

The Asambly Chamber Celllng,

To e Epiror or Tux Bux—Sir: I have
examined the gof the A ly Chamber, and 1
And 1t Just as fdrm aa tho High Bridge.  If we wanted to
throw |t down qulckly without blasting, the bemt
way would ba to get stron Pun
E-mrt Lo the catitre n’lll" rib a'rv?:‘.'::'-t emlllﬂillf" rom :}::

eystane to the springer, with kscrown attnched
::“:lnl'?'lll ::':y.:ud l;_ln.llr th:l c-ﬁ;u u aud Uhen 1§

i L] nugli=in ot
enaier 1o lift 18 o) lhlu':-: lnns’. u’a»:gl..“' Al

Owax F. Usvanaon, 348 Exal Eighty-first streot.

—————— e

The Now Nickels,

Wasimiorow, Feb. 17.—The Philadelphia
an: 1] ‘l;ﬂ-l 31:1:;;: m: new five-chnt pleces, and is
uing them Ages. The Inb-'{lﬂﬂl‘ how-

ever, will put_sny more In elrculation us fﬁ i
declied wheth y 'reanice
T el e D e udghats

——— e

SUTNBRANS,
—

—The most elaborate oburch celling in
Qeornin is that of Ohrist Ohureh, which has Just Jroem
finished, aftar slx months of diligent isbor. 1t is made
of Ueorgis pine, and sxecuted in Gothio style, The sost
of the celling 1s §4,080, belng the special gift of & wealthy
triend of the church.

—Thore are in the United States fifty-two
theclogica) seminaries, whereg,000 young men are |n
tealning for the ministry. About 200 professors and
tulors are sngaged in tho work of teaching these young
men. There (s s yei no concerted movemeut ¥ oom-
pel the admissjon of [sdies to the theologionl seminaries.
Nor ars thero, aa far a8 heard from, sny lady applicants
for vacant professorships.

—At Springfleld, Mass,, a revivallst named
Fowler has been rendgring service for & lerm 8l Orace
Church. A carefol fooling up of the results bt his mis
sion shows that he has made ons convart, The question
now open for discusalon in whether or not this one con-
vert could have been won from his wicked ways by the
ordinary enurss of effort on Uhe part of the pastor of the
ghurch without the ald of the revivallet,

—A promiging fleld of labor 18 open In con«
nection with the Preabytery of Alabama. An evangelish
L] ted to take of two congregatl of col-
ored people, and to gather into the fold such stray sheep
in the nely hood as he can to give heed to his
welcome., There la not much worldly renowa lo eomg
from this waork nor & very princely salary, Yeithe man
who will take [t aod make & success of It mist be in bia
way as talented & man as one who would serve as pastos
of & atyilsh elty church.

—When miniaters of varfous denomins-
tions have bLeen ing for I edification or for
mimionary and Gospel work, the first question srising
hat generally been st to the basls of unlon. With rare
exceptions the Apostien’ Ureed has been voled satisfno
tory, the ldea belng that all who could unite on that
eould enjoy solld Christisn fellowship, But now comet
& fallure (n this respect. The Ministerial Union of De
troft has decided by & vote of iweniy-three to one thal
the Aposties’ Creed lo not suMclently ncceptable. A pe
euliarity of this Creed, which 1s not generdily noticed,
1s that it doss not digjinotly set forth the purpose fo
which Jeaus Christ came to earth. It teaches inforem-
tially that He ia the Saviour of the world, but doss not
#ay 1 I so many words,

—Tho North Church in Jorsey City learned
stch s leason on church fales from the experience of the
Roformed Churchi ot the Park thatit eoucluded not o
burn its fAingers in that way. The Reformed Church
earned moniey at a falr some weeks ago, but depoaited I\
iti Brotlier Bolce's rotten bank. The pastor of the North
Chureh ssked hia brethren how much was wanted.
They told him sbout $600. Then he told them that il
would be well, before taking much trouble to try to ralss
this smount by & fair, to ses how much of Ilthey coutd
ralve Ly subscription,  They thought the efort wad
hardly worth making, yet concluded to maka b, just ta
plense the minister. The result was that & few minutes
after pasaing papers and pencils they found the sams
pledged to amount to about Afty dolinrs more than thay
had expected to ralse by the fair. The falr is poatponed,

—1In Rockyille, Conn., certaln manufacturs
ers have erectod on thelr factories lond.-sereaming steam
whisties, eauning much annoyanse to persons who wani
to enjoy thelr morning naps, Bome of the most pro-
nounced opposition to the whistles comes from a churoh
dencon. The sanctusry which this good man stiends
hae o largeand nolsy hell. ®ome ot the manufacturers
and their sdherenta are taking vengeful comfort by elr
culating a petitlon 1o have this bell muxaled. They say
thist the stenmn whistlen scream only on the week days,
which are dsys of work, and when noises In connection
withgwork are legitimata, They find fault with the
ehureh bell beenuse It maken s noine on Sunday, whick
ina day of rest, when they want to ba quiet. Fublie
opinion In Rockville has not yot obtnlned a victory oves
the bell, which still sounds as of old, und is likely 1o con
tinue (te regular operations,

—The French call the Salvation Army * The
Anglican Plague.” The Hev. Dr. Pressenss condetnng
the tmethods of the Army In Paria becanse so much pride
and sectarianiam huve beon exhibitod, The Salvationists
| Al othur e {en minl Cliristinn workers, and
refuse (o have anything to do with them. Pastor Chs
ponferrs warns all good Christinns of the serious danges
fuvolved in Introducing into religions work such nsym
tem of absolute muthority aa that which is englueercd by
Gen. Boothand hin subordigates. Iguatins Loyols never
organized any roolety whose followers were more closely
and Fligkdly bound to ohey than this Balvation Army. 1
Is mcurious bit of history to rend that some of (ion
Booth's most beloved and honored followers were turned
ottt of the Ariny becauss they falled to secount for & eol
leation, or collections. tnken ol Geneva, Switzerland, e
thin country, s far as can be seen, (he Ariny offiger
Lold thelr subordinates ln eigid subjeotion,

—Some of tho Italinns who land at Castle
(hrd-rf: and lmmediately reatter themselyen among the
bosraing houses In the slums, are so dirly sud degraded
that the impresalon has gone abrond that all Tialisng
who come here feom abrosd are of the same ciase, Even
experienced cliy ion have spoken of thess sa g
hard lot, offering nothing but discouragement to Chris
tisu effort. The actusl condition of the work dons
amnong the nlisns by Geace Cliveeh Mission shows that
the general estimate of Liall wrals lu too low, A com
Armation service was held at Geace Uhapel lant Bunday,
when Bishiop Potter of this diogess, ansisted by Bishog
Beymour of Springfeld, confirmed sixty Italians, The
Rev. Dir. Stander, who has clinrge of the Ttalian mission
preached the sermon: He saya that during the nineg
years' work of this niission about & thousand Italiang
have mude profession of religion, This fact ought to be
anenconrageiment o gther Christian workers to de
pomething for the conversiin of the very degraded Ital
inns who are herded together In the low tensments o g
most wretohod mauner.

—Many of the Connecticut clergymen have
declared themaelven weary of the old extempore fashion
of conducting funeral services. They also raise

their united wolca of protesiation  agninst thai
time bonored  stimnbling  block, the funaral ser
. They sgree that If something like ths

Epiecapal funeral service conld bhe sdupted the
rellof would be great, They would pronounce this
servics in all the beauty of its simplicity, omitting the
sermon, and leaying mournera to think well or Hllof the
ol according 1o thelr fancy or their Informiation.
re few more ollous excrescences on public re-
wroisos than the olitiary sermon. [t generally
containg all the demerits of obituary postry without the
merit of brevity, which the poetry geuerally has, 1f tha
decenscd nian has been very wenlthy, or has occupled
high ofMeial station or socisl position, (¢ makes itle dit-
feretico how lard m wisster or how unjust s dealer he
may have besn, tie funeral sarmon varnishes hischarne-
ter from head to foot, and presents him as & bright and
shiolug medel for his fricnds to follow,

—Hulf & dozen ministers, assembled around
a social dinner table, wera discussing whether it wan
right or wrong for ministers (0 go (0 see ths Paslon
Play. One remmarked that he had seen It at Ober-Am-
mergae, and woulil go again if he had & chance, but that
hie would feel Uke pulllng his hat over hiseyesif he
went i this country, Another said that he had been to
many shows snd entertalnments Loth in this country
and in Europe, but never felt ashiamed, and never pulled
hin st over his face to Wide himself. Another remarked
that ministers ought to go to more theatres and otlher
shown than they do, and be abls to mark the difference
between the gooml and the bad. A fourth sald that all
theatrical performances were had and blasphemous, es
pecially the Fassion Play, whilch he had not seen, and
did not intend to ses.  Brother number five said he did
not go to any of these places, but that his children went
to them, and e did not know what lis should do about
It The sixth clergynian sald he belleved the brethren
diidl not know half ugh of what Is going on In the
world, e made it his rule as sn educator of the publio
fo goto evarything hie chose to ses, and o study all he
smw. Thus he was enabled to pick up many lessons
about human nsture which he would otherwise miss,

Sonietimen he went to the Stock Exchangs, sometimse
to the dime 4 Imies to the plyg b ing
matehian. Once he went to see & man hung, having pro-
tured admisdon for the purposs in the capacity of &
deputy sheriff. Thaother bretliren shuddered n lifile at
this, but belleved there was something ln It when they
heard that, after witnessiug this hanglog, he presched
to young men the wost solemn sud effective ssrmon be
sver delivared ln his Life.

—'"Christlan Courage” Is the subject of
to-day's International Hunday sohool lesson, The orisia
In the aftairs of Peter and John could easlly have beem
Lrought to an end by their adinitting that Jesws Chris
had not risen from the demd or by thelr promising te
speak no wiore ln His name. The accasion was one for
the display of great morsl firmuess, Peter and Johm
proved squal to It, They were conscious that the come.
mand which they had recelved to presch and o pars
form mirncles was from on high, Therefore they were
not afraid to face the Benhedrim and tell the rulers of
the Jews thai they meant to do what they belisved to
be thelr duty in the name of (iod. Thelr coursge was
not of the merely boasttul sort which (s sometimes dise
played for the love of notoriety. They sppesied to the
commission which they recogulzed ss Divine., As i
that were not enough, they had with them the
inan whom they had healed. This evidence of thelr
Divine authority and miraculons power aven the rulers
found it lmpoesible to resist, for the man was well
known and the people had seen him healed. The rulers
had to be satisfied with threatening them, snd thas,
Anding no just esuse of p b , ware obliged to le§
them go. FPeter and John then gladly weni to joim
thelr brethren, There was & thanksglving sorvice of
praise and prayer, and the Christian company took new’
encourageimnent for the future, There was snother opte
pouring of the power of the Apiris of God, similar In
some of |ta results to that which took place on the day
of Pantocost. The brethren *spake the word of
with boldness." At this esrly stage of the Chrisilan
Chureli every member was & worksr. There waa &
fellowship of Joy which opened the hearts of the rish
teward the poor, sud while fhiey labored for ons great
Purpose, ihry for the time dld away with some of the
ordinary selfish resigiciions me 0 property, sud " had
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