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THE ADOPTED DAUGHTER.

A Wontarn walley, with a baautiful river In
the middle of it, Is the opaning soene of my
story. A few hundred yards from the bank of
the stream stood a grove of statoly trees, In
the centre of which s brick cottage had boon
eroclod.

The house wan a story and a ha!f high, with
dormer windows In tho roof, and s smndl bal.
cony between them,

In the rear of tha house, beyond the pre.
elnots of the grovo, was a lnrgo garden and a
thrifty orchard, The rough farm buildings
woro boyond theas, near the hills, and one of
them was bullt ngainst the rooky nind jneegod
slde of the most nreclpitous amone them,
Why? a steanger might have askod, for It wis
kopt Mllod with hay, whicli wus moroe or less
damnagoed by tho water thot deipped from the
damp walls,

Tho anostion bad beon nsked mors thap onee
and raplied to by tho owner of tho placo withnn
IndiMoront shiri:

“Oh! It Is my faney to keep §t thers, and 1
have the roputation of being an eccentele man,
you koow. As tho hoy is usod it is sprinkied
with salt, and eatele Hke (0"

As Mr, Grafton wns known to bo what in
Kentucky [5 enllod “an adalty,” tho explinn-
tion was asaslly aecopled with nsmilo, snd no
furthar gomment was mado on bils liney to kosp
lis hay inn danip ploce,

To no one was he more of an enjgma than to
bils own wile, thongli ho loved hor, nond they
had lived togotlior In harmony for more than
twonty yours,  Howos noman who loved naturo
In all her varyiog moods, and s ho gneed on
the gorgeouns sunset his lips relixoed into n
pmifly, and for u fow briof moments he forgot
the errnnd which had brought him from tho
flold In which ne had beon supoerintending the
labors of the nogross employed upon the plives,

His thoughts were recalled to the present by
a touch upon his wrm, and o volee that was al-
ways aweel to him spoke elose beslde him:

* How absarbod you must be, Georgoe! 1 havo
spoken twies to you, and jou did wot heed mo
til I tonched you, IMd not lotters come? 1
saw Pompey riding acrosa the flold, and Lora
deelarod that he hand & packoge of papers in his
hand, Was there o letter among them for her?
Bl Is anxlous ot fot hearing for so long from
her father”

The person who thus apoko wias & handsome
womnn of 40, with blooming fuce, bright oyes,
and most engnging  exprosslon—a woman
to whose face no mean or hard expression over
came, becanse sho was true and strong to the

oore of her heart, and full of all goutle, wo-
manly sympathios,

Kho wus hlmtllll’tlll.l hucorn[tm!r dressod, nnil
wore a rose inh trosses, becauso her
Lusbind loved to sew 1Iu-m so adoenod,

CGirnfton tucoed with a start, came back to
this lower world, with all 1ts caros nnd worrles,
and o clowd fitted over his face as he -lruw thi
arin of his wifo within hls own mll mivind
nlo Ir In the direction of the bouse, He brielly

Bk

“1"have uo otter for Torn, but=bit Mr, Ford
wil here to-night. After wll these yenrs he
s coming to elaim his daughtor, nud taks hor
from you, Julin. Cruel, lsn't it, both s you
and lo'llmr: He wight huvo wrltfon to prapare
you, L thi

He had told the unwolcome news phruptly
enough ; bul he know the wouan he was spaenk-
Ing to, and knew thint suspeonse to her woilld ba
worse to bear thian the plain truth told without
el{vululueutin

Lew. Grafton ilushiod deoply, the usunl slgn
of smotlon with ber, anid hor eyes Nushed
through sudden ténrs, Sho sald, (n low, pus-
BIODALY tunes:

’ anlu-m- Lorn refuses t u'-'- with her futhor
What rlght hos lio to come Bither in this abe
Tupt manier ulul ten e hor nwiy from us? Sl
is ﬂlel‘ull oogave e to me whon shie

vound 1 have donn a aueothor's

wroyenrs he hins 1 et hor,

only writing <censlunnlly to you binialitveses,
and inni nH) ln.llulrm.. lowslio wis gotting
s put it in hits hond o

s hoe going o e marriod

donr, you tulk we fast and ask o many
t|l'|m1| ons that Lage puzzled th know which o
snswor fArest. 1 Ford wants his daughiter, she
must go with bine: Lue § haedly think be wonld
care to elihn bive 16 e 18 about to lnstall o new
mistross in Lis house, 1 do not ke the dea o
porting from Lorn mysell, but by what right
cun wo withihold lier from Ber fther whon he
ul{nim. lor?"

he right of love, of cary, such ns fow
rents give |I|u|n-hil 1ren, for |hu Inst four-

oon yours," wis the rapid reply, LTI Wi

carorly four vones oid wien shi enme Lo e,
am Mr Ford distinetly stuted thar, in all prob.-
ability, bo showld never bo in o position ta
elabm” bt ngnin, He wave ber to e, She
18 more mino than his, mod=nand [t (s = fmply
shamelul to put forwaed a clabm to her now,

Iy denr, ho gave yau oo legil powoer over
the child,  Ho ouly nilowed you to tuko all the
trouble of her oft his bandd, white she would
have been o burden to b, :u-uw that your e
trainod her uto w loving sl Tovabide humig
beiig, cinjrabale, o, of muttrm hersell wselul to
others, Fonld, trie to lis owne solllsie pitiire,
m\n-'m d wu mimn s, il mays, G e iy
own., und will have hert Yon
muy ns \\--H surverador ol onee, Julin, for Steph-
on Ford never yor fullod toydo whit b sadid L
would, aod e has doctaced his Litontion to
lukvlum nwiy with i to-moreaw,

“Tomorrow ! ropontod Mrs, Grealton, alniost
In an aponlisd lone. Sosoo as that ! with no
‘l’(}]lurulhul no thionghit for wling wis moust suf-
er? Goeoreo, Lilink Loy outeamo for bim 1o
pwopose sueh n 1l ing, und you
wmely to sulunit to it 1 know thers I8 some
mystarious tie Lotween you ol Mre. Fonl
which L have nover been gble to (ntham ; thit
he hins some Intlueten over you that Is of u
painful natiure Fyou are slwiys unhappy
alter henring What is it Andw Ly
s N now deterinilued so suddonly to tuke liis
divnghiter fivm usz

Blio turned binpulsivoly to her husbnnd as shie
thus spoke, uml Seatined Ll fues with eyes thin
weamed to burn into his yory henet, ~ A colid
dow brake ot on hifs brow, aid his Hps graw
mlmost Hid under Bis Benyy ioustacho, but e
nupuufud 1o sy, itlniust brll-lilll#lll :
at nonsnnse you tnlk, dullne As if Ford's
fancy to mukeo the aegqualitanes of his child
eouli hlwl- nnvihing to dowitl his afwirs and
mine, 1 dire -in fiie Oaly imennin to tahe Loia
on & tour, amd then hrlm: hier bavk to us ngnli.
wrhiansg e intends to Gvite you (o aeeaiipiny
ar, A hodiy sbll not obiect to being loft
ore nlone awh e,
An oxpression of sorrowlul Inerodulity enmi
an tie faen of Mes, Grafton, and she lfted her
wnd from his arm,

You are oviuling my quostlon, Geaorge, |
nnkml you whot thero Is Detwi
hard o, nnd you tell mo in repdy that T mny
o feam home on o teip with lru ddopred dnogl:-
tor, Lo uII that Iwe selthad ereaftor: bt toll
me now what [ conjure yon Lo u.|||-1nll|.-
f0r 1 Twnl Dhte 1€ 18 0 Ualenditennen to you that |
should knnw!h-- soetpt e thist oxists Lintweon

ou and Mr, Ford, Youdo not doew to thwars

Im innny wiy, st ho can have no renl power
over nonnk o your position,”

Cienfton sl brvesoluto n fw momoents, and

YOl nre remdy

then sold, with avident effort ;
ll'llmln W o seerot botweon us Julln, It in
ane it ean do you no goold th know.  For

that man’s power over mo hus beon the -!llk
thraad woven into the wool of my life, 1 wm
aboul to daeape from it Yes, T shall soon be
froo from his iron grusp, Oar eompiet 15 fuls
Hllad, w8 s Blle now to ssk e (14 nature, or
o demi il why it wis mde. Thut is the one
lhmu you will never learn from me, IL |8 bat-
|u- for you, my denr love, thut It sha!l Le Ao,
hera lgnorines Iu bliss 't folly to. b wiss,!
tha powt Knys, Hearken to his wisdom, nnil
Bol“" YOUE wonun's muluniu‘ where It might
arolis 1o indulge L
r:lmnllr uua-uul‘l it ployTulness with
i uttered tho Inst words touchod and
riied i wife more than bs previous mon-
ner had done,

“George,” she earnestly sald, "1 T wern nnx
movod by ﬂmnalur 1 almuld Aénpini mysolf, ‘
only nsked to bo taken Into your contldence in
Pumm-r which s vital to_mo as to fnu “hnen

t moves you so deeply, Oh, my husband! tell
tunllr- whole truth, that we may tuke counse|
together ns man and wife should.  Have not
twanty yeurs of fuithlul love mntitled me tothijs
ronﬂ --nm Imm yiou tls my right, George,
anid 1 umn o It nm wuch,”

Julin,” snld Grafton, wi!ll sorlous Impres-
lhl‘m'hl ‘when I marriod rnu I vownd to "‘3
solf totry to yake you o hi ‘mly Wolnan, )
you think that I could have done this if 1 had
burdened you u:llhI the business anno unw-l
LAt entnn lu ma? I have indiny strugi ml waed
my trials, but 1 k--Ll.llu'm from you ae lar ns
was possiblo, n us the utmosphers of our
nome hus been kept free from the potty worries
that must ever assall & man In his relutions
with the outside world. As to Bteplien Ford
an nw,-olf that clhyppter In o (s gbhout 1o

eloned, nnd when that la done It shall Le
lnnlod Iurm'--r by i, howr Sxoaln shall [t be
reo i Ioast of all to yo

hen thore Is uulll"l]lllll’ recoriad In It
which you llﬂfl]' not axpokn to th Il'ﬁ tof day,"
ul-l hin wile, In stiflad tones, ), Lioorge |

{1 #d beon less ratieent toward me, |

ould have been n for happler womian, 1 have
nown for years that some eloud lowered over

you. I Lmve watehed youin your moody i,
Ful felt how |mm;{lou I nm tocomfort you us

ong as entive contldenes n withheld from me.
mllll'n peaceful home lur you, but of
earl |n\n had n vague foeling that we
lm on the sdeo of a preciplos eovered
owers, over which we may be thrown at

u momnm of cur lves,"
n cast an alarmod glance at her, n?
Bc o\'l :g;::; nhrnnt away from ler sido, In

n

l Imm Julia? When I
thought I'w kinfl n bmu means to inaure
your tranu for tho best,

e

umm.gnumw on

: to ol you avl (
Yo d AYe AU A ought
;gi‘.l' safo and hlu y. ut It is nﬁ ®ONO

m [
ot rmn forn flmll uumllllllad}n my N'I.I.Iil
An nnr:nlan o nky Is elear abovo us: the
onrih firm undor our ﬂﬂl‘ .l ‘0w moro hours
and [ shall bo fre from the bondage which, [
admit, hus borno humrur upon me of lato

yo

“?ﬁnnk Honven for that Mmr?nml"
breathed the wile, in tremnlous tonine must
try to satisly mysolf with it, since you will give
o no ll.lli’hl-rl-xl'!mmliun. But, oh, Gooraml
Htnphen Forl must bo s bad man, I never
testod hime=1 navor Hked him=in those old
duys when he almost mnde our house his home
wndd what soun linve s felucdtantly nilmitted
nnlr conflrms the ofd Impression, Yot —yot -
he (s the fither of my daeling wiel, snd hie s
i-umlm.r hither 1o tenr hir from me, porhings

WEEVE T,

At this i’l'f-'rulu'n to thole adapted daughtor &
ciirinna ¢ ae e aver the fes of (Irltllﬂn
1is bron 1onkes Bimpiely . nd an
tx lui‘-‘nu of l- e nnd wvore nto his
To turned awny lis wl, wnd voldly

Yowm, iy oppressor in e tnther of the girl
otl bitve w0 tenderty eheeishiod thnt it will bo
Bed on bioth ol you to be seprrited now, Bt
i will be best to gy her nfl wt onea aml for-

over, dulin, L hove tolerated the prosenes “I
Nlrpln-n Ford's daughiter benenth my roof,
Hnve dbomes mil Lot wis prosslblo towird teninlng
hoe s b wishodd s bt 18 was oo part of the price
exfcted of e 1 have ot loviedd the girl,
colthil not, e W he whinls, ut i have
poro roany lnek o alfection on
my puret, 1 o sametimen boun nls
Mot jondins ollun you mmdlest Tor
e i wver %

‘llt~. tira
hinl 1o 0

Civorn. bk

vliinging, afy ->I| Wi

Ty rogitiond

ter Tor yonre eoldnnss,
sk thigkom T e,
e el such as Lorn wios

Wl sl canting Wi ol never mike her
Wby Lo your hien Yo stonisd it neninst her
infant blundisk wid s slie grew older,

prins with hor eduens
1o thaw toward her.
. aye, nlimost roveres

although yon oo

Hun, Jou neyer. sesime

Yot the poor ehild ’k;

yourus thie boest of men,
A hulrla Inughi burst from Grafton's lips.

sypres mo, dovs she? 1 wonder how Inm(

()

that 'fl-n!tmr will lnst whoen she learns why
have taken sueh=" He puused suddenly, nn
louked disconvertod ; rlltu\urim‘ Ill.lum' ho
went on dn less o )nil-ul tones ave done tha
bost T could for Lora, but sho hns no enuso of
gratitude toome, 1t was all done under com-
pulsion, and God knows that ono of hor necom -
plislinients wis fmpnrted to hor nnder protest;
ey own heort rebellod neninst (F but tho slave
must cboy his muster, aod 1 did what [ wos
conmundod to do,"

i wifo listened to him in wondor and some
fopr, Hw fullurud

Wh “l o moean, George?  You have
laughl o lm ruw skilfully, and to angrave on

‘ quito ng woll ns you could do (f yoursolf,
Iul it whnt you regret? And why should you

L

With a swlden change In his manner, he
Ilqlnl{ repliod:

red me to _have to Instruet her mruult

that Is nll. Besides, of what vso is wood on-
smvln luugummuir'lr Her tather hos somo
{1 rnrcmw it thint slio may bo nbls to got hor
i\ln by It I wny wisfortunce happens to him,

No ohnneo of that, though., Ford knows how
to ke eare of nuimber ono too woll. He 14
rich, rich boyond your dreams, and he mdds
Immunnnh- 1o his hoards every ‘onr. l.uru will
b 0 grent heiresa-=yos, n great helross,”

A quiver of seorn ran througn the lust words,
aid thon the bitter lnugh which had befors
stnrtled his wife burst from his lips,

She looked ot him with dilating eyes and
Id not spenk Bl they
m;r!u cluse to the cottuge, Thon she hurriedly
Bl
M Yon are an enlgma to
Cioorge, For twenty years 1 havo striven to
utiderstan ?nu but T lind you are moras in-
comprohonsiblo to me than wver. I love you;
I trust you: but If ovil comea to my darling
through nuything you huve done, I'shull not
know how Lo for \m!u\l.
"Evil to the nmunurni n millionnire, ani
throweh ol Tush! Julin, whist nonsenss yon
nre tolking! I .-utd save the ghl from” all
e A0 T eould, i Tho nbove wa publish ns a
spoeelmen chi um-r but the eontinuntion of this
story will found « iy in the Now York
Lonliger, A- k for tho nomber datod Maveh 24,
which ean now I bnd gt any news aflles or
buukstore, If you nre not within reach of n
nows affles, you ean bave thoe Ledgor malled to
rm for ane your bt sending throe dollsks to
tolert Bonner, publisher, 180 Willinm st.,
New York,

lindt=pinrtesd Hps, but sh (
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