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~-stBome.  As tothe Book of Revelation, which
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gPlelon from: the Civsar bimsel!, whom thore
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RMennn's View af Ohristinalty,
THE ANTICARIST.
7 In his fourth volume of Lea Originea du
Ohristianisme, which, as donling with the epoch
whon the new faith first came into violont eol-
Hinion with the pagan world inonrnated in Noro,
Bears tho appropriato name of L' Antechrist, M.
Ruxax porteays tha final years of aul's oap-
tivity nt Roma. his traditional martyrdom and
the snnguinnry porsscutions to which the
Ohrlatians wors subjocted, the revolt of Judon,
and the destruction of Jerusalom by Titus. to-
gother with tho Apocalyptic visions and out-
givings whioch were the outeome of the par-
fexyam of horeor nnid apprehicosion fnto which
tho Christian community was planged by
those tragicnl events, ‘The author scoms
180 conslder the perlod embraced by this
‘book as-noxt to tho thres or four
ipears of Joesus's public Iife and the three or
Bour days that fallowed the erueitxion—tlie
mont preguant and extraordinary in the whole
pmeess of the evolution of Christiaulty.
" Horeln we shinll =eo," hotollsus, " by a strango
stroke of the mighty unconscions nrtist who
preslidons ovor the appnrant eaprices of history,
Josun and Noro, the Christ and the Auntiehrist,
met faos to fase, confronted, (I 1 mny say sno,
Hke heaven and holl, Hanesforth the aduen-
tion of thie Clrlstinn conselonce in completed.
Heorotoforo 1t hus kKnown litts of noything but
Jove; tho persocutions by the Jows, although
rigorous onough, have notavailed to rupturs
tho tie of gratitude and affoction which binda
the heart of the infant Chureh to Ita
mothor, the synngogue, from which it Is
moarcoly sovared. Now the Chirlstinn bas sone-
thiog to hate,  Over ngninst Jesus looms up a
moniter who shill stand for the [doal of wick-
odnoss, just ns Jesus u the donl of goodness,
Raoserved, ko Enooh and Elijuh, 1o play & role
in the llnal tragedy of the univorse, Nero enm-
plates the Christinn mythology, Inspires the
enrilest spored book of the new cancn, founds
by aunppalling masancro the primaey of the
Roman Church, and prepares the tevolution
which will mako of Home alioly eity, a soeond
Jorusulem, At the same time, by one of those
mystorious coineldences which are not rare at
the suprome crises of man's history, Jornsalam
ol I8 rulned, the thmple disappears, and
Chieistianity liboratod feam o boand whish hnd
becotmn embarrnssing, grows more amd mors
thoroughly cmunclipated, and, citside the pale
of conquered Judnism, pursues the conrso of
its own destiny."

The principal documents on whieh the pres-
ent nacrative s busod e ths hist Bkt s sse
eribod to Bt Panl, the anonyaous Epistle totho

Hobirews. the Eplatles attributed ro Poter wml |
James, and the book of Bevelation, So miel
for the Informaotion farnished Ly the canont-
enl writings; but the First Epistle of Clement
Romanus, togethor with the works of Pieitus
and Jokophus, have nlso furnished vilunble |
materinl. The authenativity of the fonre P lne
Epistlen, to whiell recourse will now by mnde

tho lntters to the Philipplans, to the Colossisns,
%0 Plillomon, nnd to the Ephesinns —wias Jls-
eussid mt lonkth in the author's Introdietion
to his third volume, We pesd only sl st
this time, that M. Renan congilers the ol

tlong ralsod  ngainst the Dplstie 0 th
Philippinne ns of slight consegilones, 1l
it while ho daes aot Tl to0 gpooge

how much graver doubt uay Lo enst o
Eplstles to the Oolossiane nnd  the  Dpbac

Binng, ho @8 stlll disposed, opon the witlo, to |
regard those weiting= n= Jdieoctly or Lindiee
the work of Puul, e propounees the Secondl
Eplstlo nseribed to Potor  ungliestionnbly
spurious, but he differs from Bany and his
sehiool in aMeming the Uiest Ejistle of Poter to
bo genuine, He Is also disposed to pdmit the
eorroctness of the tradition which uttrilnites
the nuthorship of the Eplstle of James to the
brother of Jesus, He examines (n dotail the
eontroviersies  ocensioned by the so-called
Epistle to the Hebrews, and nellnes to eon-
jecture that it was written at Ephosus by
Barnabns to the Judaeo-Christinn community

|

i the most important piece of documentary
evidence here employed, M. Ronan thinks (i
impossible to doubt that it was written shortly
before the destruction of Jerusulom; and he s
eonvinced that a great preponderanco of tosti-
mony, drawn from {nternal ns well ns oxtarnal
sources, pointa Lo the Apostle John ns the in-
spirer and sponsor, I not the author of the
Apoocnlypse,

Negarded a8 a plece of historieal writing, the
presont volume [s perhaps tho most fascinuting
of the seven admirable books In which the
author has essuyed to depict the evolution of
the Christian religion. It {8 mueh to be re-
grottod that this portlon of the narrative can
mot bo consecutively trauslatod, for we bolfeve
that no English version of it oxists. The pie-
tare ought to bo presonted with the coherence
aud unity which M. Bennn has imparted 1o it,
but the utmost that wo ean bope to dofs 1o
give the render soms concoption of the author's
illuminnting touchies, by reproducing two or
chapters, or ports of chapters, In
which ovents of supetintive Interest and mo-
ment are recountind. In the offort at seloe-
tlon and excision, which nt best inust fall far
short of itly exerplifylng the substantial worth
and artistio boauty of the orlginal composition,
wo are naturally led tw clioose, as specially
eharacteristic af the nuthor's method and
style, tho wecount of the perssoution of the
Christians at Home, nnd tho porteait of Neea ;
the reflections ou the slguifeates of the Apoe-
alypse and of the millowarinn doetrines which
Judaism bogquenthied to Chiristlanity : sud tonl-
Iy thn reviow of tho consequencss involved in
the domolition of Jorusalom and the downfall
of the tomple, for the Jewish rollglon, aud for
tho oew faith to whicl it had Iately given Lirth,
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M. Renan Lias Httle doubt that the massiere
of the Christinng at Noms under Nero, in
which, according to the fegend, Paul, aud por- |
baps Dotor also, perishod. wis nn adeoit and
folernbly suocossiul attempt to divert sis.
wis rrobably good ground for taxing with the
wanton fring of thoelty, * The ablhiorrence of
tho most venorated temples aud sdifloss of the
Bomans, which the Christlans sxhibiited, gave o
eertain plausibllity to (b -_alll-'b'\!:“'-‘ﬂ thut they
bad cauwsed tho eonflageation whoso offeds i
been to raze thuse sunetuaries and to Ly wasto |
Bo Iarge o part of the imperiol metropciis, Vi
gloomy looks  whieh they wore whon ey
passid  bofure  thosa MONIIeItS, Gpommed
an  fosult to the fatherlund.  lNome Wils
& bighly roliglows  eity, and o Pokson

who protested against the national
4 IGTINs

of worshlp, wee
R : cwe ammodintely  notiesd,

fﬂ.ml'le.l h;;t' Inwmicd that cortaln rigoristic
Jews would not so mieh ns touch a coln Ligir-
fog an oMgy, wod duomad it as groat aerime 1o
ook nt of ¢urry un linngo as to sculpture jt.
Others refused to poass thravigh a elly gate surs
mountad by o statue. AN this provoked railing
and L will on the part of the populage.  Por-
Bapsi the talk of the Christions about the great
finul conflngration (a miilenarian 1den which
thoy bad inherited from the Jows), thelr sinls-
ter prophocies, thelr persistent declaration
that the world wonld soon eome to an end, and
would end in Aumes, contributed o wake
tham suspectod of incondiarism, It is pot even
fnndmissible that certain of the falthful may
Bave commitied imprudent acts, and that thers
may bave beon protests for sccusing them of
baviog resoived, by arranging n prelude to the
eolostin fhres, to vindieate at any cost the trath
of thoir oracles. * * * Wae should remember
that public opinion, regarded as verified facts
Aho most odious orlos mtieibuted tothe Chris-
Maps. Lot us repn! far from us, howaver, the
Sden that the plous disciplesof Josus were guiity
in any dagree whatover of the offences of which
thoy weore aceuacd i (ot s say merely thnt fndi.
gations iy bave led opinfon ustray. Thoy
4 not kiudie that vonflagration. but assurod-
y they rejoiced at i, The Christinns desired
the dissolution of soclety nnd predicted it. In
the Apocalypes It Ik the secret prayers pf the
salots thatsoarch aud shinke thoenrth. Thrbugh-
oul the eatastropha the attitude of the fhith-
ful imay woll have seemed equivosal | some} Bo
doub!, falled to evince rospeet and rogret st khe

to eonceal a cortaln satisfaction. We ean Im-
agine this or that conventicle In the deptha of
the Transtavere quarter, whore they may have
sald to ono another, ‘Ia not this just what we
forntoll ' Now, It I8 ofton dangorous to show
yoursell too good a prophet. "It we olioss to
avengo oursolives.' says Tertulllan, ‘a single
night and a fow torches would safMes,’ The
ehnrgo of Insendinrism was frequently brought
sgnlust the Jews on account of thelr saquess
tored mode of living. The same erime was one
of those Mlagitin colirentia nomini whicli subse-
anently formed part of the defuition of o
Christian,

" Withont having at all eontributed to the
entastroplis of July 10, A, D, 64, the Chris-
Unns, thon, may bo looked upon ns incendi-
uries at heart though not in aet, Four and
hinll yenrs Inter, the book of Revelation will
offor us & pman over the burnlog of Bome,
morn than one feature of which, probably, is
derived from the nctunl eventof 64, The do-
struction of Noine by the Nnomes was (o truth o
Jowlsh and Christlan dream ; but it was only a
droam: the plous sectaries tnqguestionnbly
contented thomeolves with beliolding in the
splrit saints und aogels applnoding from
heaven's helght what they looked upon as i
just expintion.”

" At the ontast of the domonstration agninst
tha Christians & number of suspocted persons
were arrested and fluog into prison in n pro-
miseuans heap, which of ltself was n profiim-
lpnry form of torture. They eoofessed thelr

ith, which milght be considorod an avownl of
the c¢rime suppossd to be Inseparable from
their roligious opinlons, Thoeso first arrosts
brought about o multitude of others, ‘Fhe
greater part of the aecused seam to have
boen prosolytes obsorving the precopts nnd
stipulations of the compaet entered into at
Jorusalem [betwesn aul and his Gentilo con-
verts on the one hand fand the oMeinl repre-
rantatives of the ortginal Jowish Christinns on

the other. It is not to be saprosed
that  real  Christians  would  denounce
their  brothren;  but  papers  could  bo

#olzed and neophytes only recontly initinted
may have succumbod to the torture. Veopls
wore surprised at the multitnde of adberonts,
which these dismal doctrines had gnined, and
spoko of them with not w little torror. Al son-
aible persons deomed the eharge of having
atarted the flre very weakly supported. *Their
verituble erime. It would bo sald, 'f8 their
hatred of the buman fies Although per-
sunded that the contlagrution was the work of
Nero, some serions-minded llonans saw in this
random east of the police net a menns of froe-
ing the city from a homlellal pest. Tacitus, in
aplto of someo sligns of plty, 1a of this opinion,
As for Sustonius, he réckons among the prafse-

| worthy monsures of Nero the punishmonts

which he inflicted on the partisans of the new
and malelleent superstition,

" Theae punishments were something fright-
fuli Such reflnements of eruslty lad nover
twvon swon before.. Almost all the Cliristinns
arrostid wern huniiliores, or what wo shoujd
eall nobodies. Tho doom of theso luckloss Le-
inis, when they wero convietad of high tronson
or sacrilege, was to bo thrown to tho wild
hensts or burned alive in tho amphitheatrs
nfter savago flaeellations, It was one of tho
most hidoons traits of Roman manners, that
the inlliction of torture had been made o holi-
tuy mmussment, and the speetaclo of Lutchery
vne of the publie svorts. Persla, in 115 mo-

monts of fanaticlsmr and torror, had wit-
| no feartul exhibitions of torture; but
nover before the Homan  domination had
men. gone 80 far ne  to ssok  in

horvars |ike these a public diversion, pro-
voeative of laughter and applause. The wm-
phithoatres wern bocome plicos of oxeoution
tho tribunals of justice supplied material to the
arena, Conviets, the worid over, were deported
to Rome to feed the eirous und provide cnter-
talnment for the mob, If we join o this eus-
tom an atroclous cxaggeration ol ponaltivs,
which caused simple misdemenuors to be vis-
Ited with death; if we add tho frequent judi-

clal errors which resuited Ifrom s defective
efmimakprocéd

fré. we shall understand how
all {deas upon the subject of erime and punish-
ment would be perverted. The vietims of ju-
dicial condemnation wers looked upon rather
ns unfortunate than crimioal; viewad In the
mnss, thay were regarded asjalmost innoeccnt,
THao o Carpara,

" On this necasion the barbarity of the pun-
Ishments inflicted was aggravated by derislon,
The vietims were resorvod for a holiday, to
whose ceremonies, doubtless, un oexpintory
chnrncter was glven, Rome knew but fow days
g0 extraordinary, The morning show, ludus
matutines, which was allotted to combats of
animnly, presented an unheard-of procession.
Convlets, coverod with the skins of wild beasts,
were pushed luto the arena, whers thoy were
torn to pisces by dogs: others were erucifiod ;
others, Nnally, clothed Lu tunics dippad In oll.
tar, or realn, wore bound to upright poles and
kopt to luminate the merrymnking at night.
Asthosun went down they lighited thess torelios
of flesh and blood. Nero guve up for the pur-
pose ol the spectacto the magnificent gurdons
which bo owned on the further side of the Ti-
baor, and which occupled the present site of the
Borgo, of the ehureh and junza of 8L 1%
Tuey contaluned a elreus begnun by Coaligula
and eontinued by Clavdiug, and within which
an obelisk brought fram Haliopolls (1 lie same
that in our day marks 1he centre of the juoza
of 5t Peter), served for turning post. Thiis lo-
cality hnd alrendy witnessed massacres by
torchlight,  Callguln, while strolling there,
touk o fanes to have a number of consulag por-
gansges, Serators, und Noman lndies boliesadod
by the Mave of the Tambeaux, The idea of sube.
stituting for candolnbra Luman bodles Improg-
mated with Inflpmmnble substances may well
have appenred ingenious, Hegarded as o form

of eavltal punishiment, this mode of burning '

alivee whse no new thing: It was the usual

penalty  dmposed upon focondiaries. what
was  ealled  the  teniea  aolesta:  but it |
bad never Loen converted into an illumi-

natingapparatin. Amid tho binze of these hide-
ol torches, Nero, who had mede evening
hirse races the fushifon, would show himself in
the arena, sometimes wingling with the poople
injockey dress, sometimes driving bis chiariot
and competing for applnuse. There ware, how-
ovir, womg Aigng of eompnssion. Evon they

- ‘ne.
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With beiiaved the Christinns  culpabls, wia. .
kuowlodged that they morited enpital punisi-
ment, wore struck with harror nt thess rovolt-
Ing diversions, Prizdont mon wounld bave liked
to 800 nothing done hovond whit thoe common
ol mandod s they would have Leen willing
o Bee thin elty purged of a dungerous element,
but they were tot pleasod to bave the wirof
sacrificiug eriminals to tho ferocious prononsi-
ties of an Individual,

“Marriod women and even virglns wore
among the vietims of these appalling gnyotios.
Indoed. the nameless indignitios to whicl they
ware sulyoeteil wore the cream of the sport. It
had bueome o oustom under Noro to mike the
priconers who bad boen condemned to dis
vofot in the amupbithoatee sueh mythologienl
scenes as involved the death of the actor,
These hideous oporns, wherelu the selonoe
of stago mechnnism was carrled to & pro-
digions height, was o new 1liug, Grecoe
would have been surprisod Lad auy one
suggested such  an  attempt to  infuse
ferovily Into wsthetics, to makoe of tor-
ture & flne art.  The condsmned wreteh
was led luto the arena, richly arrayed in tho
guise of o god or hero doowmed to dio, and then
by the mode of his death agony depioted somp
woalul legend which sculptors and poots had
vomwemorated. Now it was Hercules furcns
burning alive upon Mount Oote. wronching
from his skin the shirt of Llaziog tar: now it
wia Orpheas, rent Hmb from limb by & basr:
Ilednlus flung headlong from the sky, and da-
voured by bonsats of prey; Pasiphod snbmitting
10 the bull: Attys mangled : anon would follow
some repulslve masquerade in which the
men would le acooutred as

plght of the burped temples, or did not even

i e T be PP,
., 22 he, 25 : .

pricsta of
Baturn, with red mantles on thelr backs, the
women a8 priestesses of Ceres wearing flilets
on the brow ; then agaln would ecme dfamatic
performances, lo the course of which the pro-
agonlst was really put to-death, like Laureo-
lua; or, It may be, representations of wagloal | with Lad lterature, drunk with histrionio
deede like that of Mucius Bemvola, At the | declamation, who forgot his empire when he
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olose of the parformance, Meroury, with a red.
hot fron rod, touched avery corpse to see it it
would stlr, and masked lackoys, almulating
Plute or Orens, dragged the dend out by thelr
foot, smashing with malletsa everything that
batrayed slgos of life”

* Nero was, nodoubt, presont at these apecta-
cles, Doing noar-sighted, he was accustomed
to carry I his eye, ns heo followed the combnts
ol the gladiators, a concave omerald which
sorved the purposs of an eyoglasa. He loved
todisplay his thorough knowlodae of sculpture
It Is assorted that, standing over the corpse of
his mother he gave vent to odious eriticlams,
eommending one part, consuring another, The
flosh of & human being palpltating under the
fang of awild berst, a poor, Hmld young girl
who, ns she strivos to vell her nudity by a
chasto gesture, |8 jerked upward by a bull and
rippod to shreds upon the Nints of the arenna,
would offer combinations of plasticity and

enlor  worthy of Cesar's connolsseurship.
Thore he Iv in the MNrmt row, on the
powfien, among the vestals and the eurule

mugistratos, with his forbidding eonntenanco,
Iiw short sight, his blus oyoes, bis chestnul halr
curiad o ridges, his threntening Hp, bils mien
at once vipldd and maliclons, Hke that of s fat
suirking, lnane poplway bursting with vanity ;
while. benenth and around, the air s vi-
brating with tho clingor of brass Instrumonts
and undolatiog with the rain of blood. He (s
meditnting. doubtless, In artist wise, on tho
shrinkingly chaste nttituge of these novel
Ditsbids nnd Direes, and opiniug, 1 faney, that
#oeertain look of resignation gives thosy pure
women on tho pointof belng wrenched limb
from Himb o charm untll now unfwmillar,”
“Noxt to the day on whiel Jusus expired on
Golgothn, the day of rovelry in Nero's gardens
(whose dato may be placed ahout Aug. 1, of the
your G4, was the most memorable ln the his-
tory of Christlanity. The solidity of asupor-
structure is proportionate to the sum of vir-
e, of saerifles, of devotlon which has beon
put into ite groumdwork. Faonties alone pos-
sossthe power of founding things, Judpism
has lasted to this day by dint of the Intense
frensy of its prophets pod its zoalots: Christi-
unity by reason of the dauntless cournge of Its
firat confessors, Noro's orgy wne the groat
| baptism of blood which murkeldl out Rome,

ns being the eity of the martyrs, to
play a upique part in tho Lhistory of
Chrlstinnity and to be (ta second holy

¢ity, 1t detormined the nscension of the
Visthenn mount by these triumpl cluimors of a
kipd hitherto unknown, The odious glddy
e who was governing the world perceived
not that he wis founding a neworder of things,
that lie wus signing for luture nges nelinrter,
| writ ln vermillion, whose preseriptions should
bo appealed to alter clghteen centuries hod su-
porvened, Iome, leld necountuble forall the
tlood shed at her hand, becomes, like Babylon,
o sort of snernmental and symbolie city. Noro
tnkes, at all events, [Fom that day n place io the
| forvgronnd of Christian story. This miracle of
| horror, this prodigy of perversity, was in the
L oyes of mil the fabthiful o palpalile slgn of su-
| pernatural interposition, A contury and n

half later Tortulllan will ery: “Yon, we nra
| proud that ouroutlawry shioub] huve been bo-
| &un by sueli oo man, When you have leirned to
| know hit well, you will comprabend that whit
e Nero was hnpellsd to condemn could bave
beon nought but & great Blessiug,” !

i,

| Iti=snatural that Nero's gure shoulid domi-
e the whiols of the present naerative, rusing

that it lung hounted tho Chelstion imuginntion
| nod ombodied for it at onec the solduetive

groves, the malefleont powers and the implaca-
| ble nntagonisu of the pagan worli, Notu faw,
| lowewer, of the artist'™s touchios soom Lo nnye i
eecondary alm, sug@est an dutention to im-
prese the sogder with the strange parallelism
hotween the frst contury of the Homan impe-
rinl ers nid our time, and with the surpris-

ingly moudern type of  Nero's  charac-
ter, In the bhigh Iowmon society of
the epoch rellglon was as dead os It

ssems to-day on the corresponding social
plane; Indifferentism and oagnosticism had
supersaded zeal and faith, und the attention
onee given to supernatural things had beon
transformed iuto o feverish anxlety to make
the most of earthly existencs. Then, ns now,
thero were men who belleved that In bigh
thinking was to s found the largest nnd
most ablding  satisfaction, even [rom the
skeptlonl  point of  view—men like Nero's
| tutor, Senecn, aAud  his  great  soccessor
In  the next century, Marcus Aurclius,
men whoso  spleit revolutionized the Roman
‘luw and mido of it a matehless monu-
mentof human squity—hat the philosophers of
| that period, liks the students of physiclal
| und ceonomical sclence in our own time,
exercised o legislatlve  rather thean a
| socinl influenes ; they remonlded the principles
| nod purifled the sdmdnistration of law for the
I community nt large, rothier than regulated the
! tastes, manoers, aud morals of cultivated and
fushicnably society. For one stole thers wers
| probably o seore of epleareans in the Homan
| nristocraey, or, at all events, in that conspieu.
ans wnd brillinnt part of it which consentl to
form the eourt of the Ciesurs. Now, of @l the
L epiearsians who gave o purely mundane and
| Bensuous application to the dostreines of the
| snge  whose  nmne  they took Iu valn,
| Nero was, by  talent and  acqulrement
| auite as truly s by station, focde princeps, TIn
the strietly modern sense of culture, as distin-
| guished from original philosoplilenl spocula-

tlon or scientitle resvarch, he was the most |

widely nnd exquisitely cultivatod man that
| ever enjoyed an sutocrat’s opportunities of
| sell-gratifioation.  Himsoll n verso writer of
i no urdinary sk i the Grook as woll us the
Latin Inuguags, he wis an admirably eritie
of whitt wora theo, and still remuin, the mna-
terpleces of eple, lyrie, and dramatic pootry.
It may be doubted whether even M. Repan
dnos [nll weetico to Nero's necomplishmonts
| In thesn respeots, for although as he grew
older and sank lower lils taste also beenmo
vitinted apd ho seemod somoetlnes, ns our
author eays. " Inobrinted with bad Hterature,™
| yetlothe lust bis sensitive tempernment would
be thrilled and shinken by the recital of choral
| passuges (rom u Grook tragedy, and thera jsn
! meluneholy rathey thun o derisive signifoanes
in the fast that he died with a line of Homer
¢ o M lips. By the sullen admission of repuls.
| Honn bistosians who bnted him. he was a con-
| summate connolsatnr o ""'““:lf'f"'.‘.t."“l““""-
| and arolitocture, at o time waen the andils
| pronchiable works of the Hoilenie miastors waro
| sl oxtant, and when fdeguazn appraclation
muy woll huve taxed the ripest knowiodgs and
tlie nost delicate intnitions, O goms and ins
| taglios, of pottery and glussware, nnd of ull the
1 minor forms of plastle, graven and decorative
art, o was reputed among exporis Lo bo the
bost judge in the emplre.  Nero was, in briof,
tholprinee of wsthotes, nnd, as ho wos at the
samo time the daiotiost of dandies, the keou-
o8l amateur of the stuge, and the most munifl-
gent patron of the turl. he may be said to buve
emboldied with Ineomparable lustre the eon-
vontionnl Idoal of contemporary England,
The curiously modern aond famillar cost and
oxpression of Nero's phivelognomy 1s bhrouglhit
out by M. Rennn, us wo have sald, with consid-
arnble distinctpesa, although had he chosen to
divert the mind from his maln purpose, be
might have given more emplhiasis Lo this aspoet
of lis theme. It was the antichirist, not the
virtuoso, whom it was Lis main business to
poritay. and wo nro ascordingly soon recilind
to the part avhi tho aocomplishied aon of
Agrippdna played In the gonesis of Chris-
Dttendty. Whint thint part was wo find deflped
| inthe vxtrast from a chiaptor which
[ e trath and lis iwediate con-
! | L]
“Thus perighed at 1

Wy

10 nge of 81, aftor relign.
| o thifrteen you [ shil months, oot Lhe
waddest or the wickodost, bt the vuloost and
most Tidicuious soverelen that the chnneo play
of evapts has evor plocod lo the foll lght of
history, Noro s, i wa look ot the most sallont
marke of his characier, n liternry perversily.
He was fur from balog destitute of talent or of
goodness. this poor young man, insbriated

s
Bpootacle w'

waa  witnesaing, _stayed to give a
proof of his favor tho athlots, and
for soveral days would thiak of nothing but hia
Iyre and his voles. Tha most truly biame-
worthy in all this was the Boman people whioh,
In ita greed for pleasare, demandad, boforn
ovorything, that ite ruler should amuse it, and
also the falso taste of the time which had in-
vortod tho gradations of greatness and as-
eribed too much valos to litorary and artistio
renown. Tho danger of the literary education
Is that {t may (nspire an Immodernto thirst for
giory, without alwaye Imparting the moral
sorfousness which gensrates the percoption of
what istruly glorious. It was writtenthata vain
and subtle nature, craving the immense and the
infinlte  but totally devoid of judgment,
should suffor awful shipwreck, Even Nero's
&ood qualitios, such as his aversion to war,
bocume disastrons from leaving him no relish
for anything except modes of dispiay which
did not besoemn an Bmperor. Unless one lsa
Marcus Aurolius, It {s not well to be too supe-
rlor to the prejudices of his oaste and station.
A prinoe belongs ipso facto to the profession of
arms; s groat prinoe may be and ought to be
a protector of lterature: ha should not be a
man of lettéra. Augustus and Louls XIV.,
preslding over a splondid development of the
intelleet are, noxt to the eltles of gonius, ko
Athons and Florence, the finest spoctacls in
history; Nero, Chllperie, King Louls of Bava-
rinure but earleatures. In the case of Nero
the enormous proportions of the imperinl
power and the harshness of Homnn manners
made the carieature soem etehed in stroaks of
blood,

"It Is ofton repeated, to demonstrate the
irremodiable fmmorality of the prolotariat,
that Nero wns In somo respeots n popular
ruler, The fact Is that with regard to him
thore wen two oppoalte currents of opinlon,
The serlous und honest element of the Romnn
world dotested him; on the other hand, the
men who constitutad the bulk of ths urban
vopulace loved him: some of them artlessly,
and from the vague sentiment whioh promupts
the poor plob#lan to ko his prines (£ he havon
brilliant exterfor; othors bacause he dazaled
thom with fostivale, During these fostivals ho
wns to be seeh mingling with the crowd,
dinlng, oating nt the theatre, in the midst of
the mob, Did he not hite, moreover, tho
Senuts, the Roman arlstocracy, whose chinractor
was so ungraclous and forbidding! The high
livers who surrounded him wore, at all ovents,
polished and amiable, Tho suldiers of tho
gunrds, also, presorved tholr affection for
him to the end, Long after hils death his tomb
wns docorated with fresh flowers and his jme-
nges were placed upon the Rostra by unknown
hauds, Tho origin of Otho's {ortune was that
he had been Noro's confidant and copled his
mannerd,  Vitelliues, Jikowlse, to make him-
soll acoeptable at Rome, affected to take Nero
for his model and to follow s maxims of goy-
ernment,. Thirty or forty years atterwnrd
overybody wished ha wero sl lving, and
slghed for hils return,

“This popularity, at which we havo not mach
renson to bo surpeised, had ono singular eon-
sequence, The report went abrond that the
ulijuet of 50 mudh regrot was not really dead.
Already In Nero's lifotimo men bl seen gor-
minating among the imnindinte attondunts of
the Emperor the {dea that ho wonld by de-
thronsd at Rome. but that thero would begin
for him a nsw parlod of rule, au Oriental und
almost Messtanio rolgn.  T'he common people
always find It hard to beliove that the raen
who hive long oceunted (o attention of the
worlil hoves  definltely disappenred.  Nero's
denth  at Phaon's villa, in presence only
of n small number of witnesses, lLind
not hand many features of publicity ; svorything
relating to his burinl had been transuctod by
throe women who wore dovoted 1o him; burdly
any one but Iealna had seon the corpse: noth-
ing was laft of his personality that could be
recognized. There was, therclore, roomw for
beligving that a substitution of persons had
beon irictisad; some afMrmed that the body
had not been found; others aaid thut tho gnsh
whielt be had made in his own throst had been
bandaged and healed. Almost  overybody
maintained thnat, at the Instigution of the
Parthinn Ambassudor st Home, he had
tnken refuge with the Arsacides, lis
allies, but the eternal enemios of the Romans,
or with that King of Armonia, Tiridates, whose
journey to Rome (n 60 lud boan signulized by
mognificent festivals which Lad deeply im-
pressed the popular Iinagination, There he
wnas, 50 it was believed, plotting the ruin of the
empire, and noon bo would bo seen returning
atthe head of the horsomon of the East to tor-
ture those who had betenyed him. Wis partl-
sans lived In this hope; they set up bls
statues onece more upon  thelr  pudga-
tals, and put in efrculation odicts bear-
ing his signature, The Clristlans, on the con-
trary, who regarded him as a mouster, when
thoy heard such rumors in which, as them-
selves belongiog to the humblust elusses of tho
ropulace, thoy would nnturally put eredence,
ware paralyzed with terror. Thoe fmaginary
reports of which we have boen speaking wera
long eurrent, and, in contormity with shat

| nlmost alwsys happens in such clreumstances,

severnl false Noros apveured, We shall soon
remark the counteralioek of these notlons in
the Christinn Chareh and the place thoy (11 in
the prophotle lHterature of the time,

“The steange charncier of the spectaele
which the persecuted Christinns lind witnessed
left fow of the surviviog spoctators in thelr
right minds, Human uutore hod been stepioed
to thd Jimite of the possibic: there remnined
in the braip the vacuum which follows nn ne-
cons of lovor? overywhore men seemed o Le-
hold spectres and Bloody visfons, It wos re.
vounted that at the womoent whon Nero wont
forth by the Célline Gate to seck refuge In
Phaon's villa a flnsh &1 lghtoisg smote
himin the eyes, and thnt at the same
time the earth quivered as If it had
gaped open, and the souls of all whom
ho had butchered had burst forth to fling the .
sulves upon him, The whole alr was porvaded
with p thirst for vengeance, We shall present-
Iy behold {in the Apocalypso] une of the scones
in the great celestinl drama, where the souls of
the slaln, thronglng togsihor ynder the altar of
God, ery with a loud voice, © Ilnwm{na. 0 Lord,
dost thon not judge and avenge our blood on
thom that dwell on the earth *  And there will
bo glven unto them n white robe thut they
should rest yet for a little season,”

. III'.

Tn the chapters devoted ta the Book of Nove.
lutions, which, s wo lisve mentioned, M. ennn
bolieves to have boen written just before tlie
tnking of Jerusalom by Titus, the suthor In.
vostigates the slgolflcance of the document
viewed In relatlon not only (o contemporary
events, but to the precedivg history of Judg.
L=m, in whieh gpooalyptic vistons and millenn.
rinn doetrines had long played an important
pnrt, 'We cannot follow him through thls part
of hils exposition, or through Lis roview of the
viried fortunes which the book lhias experi-
enved ot differsnt epochs,  We haye room only
for o fow paragraphs, in which he sums up his
refleotions on the most enigmatic nud extras
ordioary of the writings Included ln the Berlge
turul eanon,

" In our day the Book of Ravelation, thanks
to n sounder exegesis, bos regalned thoe high
place which bolongs to it In the sacred writ-
ings, The Apocalypse 8. in one sense, tho
sonl of Jewlsh prophsey, thes foul word
uf lsraal,  When woe read in the old
proplets, In Joel, fgg example. the dvserip-
tion of Jehovah's day—thst is to sny. of the
wreat sssize beld from tlae o thwe by the |
supreine justiclarf ol humnsn things 1o rodress |
the order Incossantly disturbed by mnn—wo
shall discover thore the gerw of the vislop of
Patmos,  To the lmagluntion of the Jew, bout
upon disearding the luunorinlity of the soul
and upon bullding vp the relgy of justew on |
this varth, every sevolutlon, every bilsturles!
gonvulsiun became & stroke of Providenco, tho
prolude of a far more solemo nnd siill more
declelve judgment, At every eveul o moment
i prophet rose W ery, "Bound, sound the
truupet in Zion. for the dav of Jehovab com-

| UKo the purs sunlight of Gulilos,

oth; it 1s evon now at hand.' The Apooalypse
is the sequel and erown of this strange litora-
ture which forms the peouliar glory of Israel
Its author Ia the last groat Prophot; he is only
inferior to his predecossors In that he coplos
them:; the soul, the mind is the same. The
Apoenlypas prosents the noarly unique
phenomenon of a patehwork of genius. an
original cento, If wo exoept two or threo cone
ceéptions wrought out by the author, amd ofa
marvollous benuty, the whole ol the poom
i mado up of scraps borrowed from
the anterior, prophoetle, and apocalyptic
litorature, eospecially from Ezokiel, from
tho. nauthor of the Dook of Daniel
anid from the two Isadahs, Tho Christlan scor
is the veritable pupll of thoze groat men. He
knows their writings by hoart: draws oot of
them thelr fullest menning.  He is the brother,
save that he Ineks the seronity and harmony, of
that marvellous poot of the time of the Cap-
tivity, of that second Tsainh whose lTuminous
Arit sees improgoated, sis centuries in ad-
vanee, with all the gentle dews and all the pers
fumes of the future, * * * A mischiovous
featurs of the Dook of Bevelntion was 118 somes
bro hinteod of the profane world, which i coim-
mon to our puthor, aod to all the composers of
apoealyptie writings, particalarly to the author
of the book of Enoch, Ite linrshness, its pas-
slonate and unjust judgments on Rownan so-
elety shock us, and justily to some extent
those  who with Tacitus  summed  up
the new doctelne in odlivn foooaie generis,  The
virtusus poor man I8 invariably somoewhat dis-
posed Lo regard thoe world about which he
knows Inothing ns more wicked than this
world Is inreality. The erimes of rich mon
and courtiers are, to his ken, singularly
maguified,  This kind of virtuous rage,
which certain burbarians like the Vandals
were to feol, four conturies lnter, against elvil-
fzatlon, the Jews of the prophetic and apo-
ealyptie schonl experionced {n the seoutest
form. You doteet in them a <iurvival of the old
splrit of the nomads, whosa 1doal is tho patri-
archal life, s profound avorsion for great citlos,
which are Jooked npot as moral cesspoold, nn
ardent jenlousy of powerful States. founded
ona military principle, of which they woere In-
eapnble, ortowhileh thoy were invinelbly nverse,

"It 1S this which hns made Revelation a dan-
gerous book from many points of view. It (a,
pur exeollence, the bonk of Jowish pride, Ae-
cording to the author, the distinetion betwasn
daws nnd paguns shiall e perpetuated wan in
the kipgdom of God, Whils the Twelve Tribes
uro 1o eat of the feults of the troe of life, the
Gentilos must content themselvos with n me-
diginnl decoetion from its Jeaves, The author
rogards the Giontlles, svan tha bellevers In
Jesus, even the martyrs for Josus, as children
of ndoption, as strangers introdueed Into the
family of Tsrael, as plobeinns suflered out of
fuvar to aperonch an hrlstocraey, His Messlnh
is essentially tho Jewlsh Messiah; for him
Jesus is bofors ull things the son of David, an
outgrowth of the Churell of Israel, o membor
of

the holy family that God  lins st
apart; It 8 the Church  of  Israst
that performs the work of  salvation

by the hands of this chiosen one who has i=suud
from her womb,
eatublish a bond Betweon the pure race and the
pagans 'such as onting ordinary food, or on-
Loring into marrisge under normul conditions)
appenrs to blm an abondnation, 1o his eyos,
poagans, viewed in the mnss, aro wretehed erpa-
tures polluted with every erime, and only to
be raleld by terror. The real world £ the realm
of deiuons,  Paul's diseiples are the disclples
ol Bulanny and Jeschnl
pines among " the twelve apostles of the Lamy,'
who form the sole basis of the Cliureh of G ;
nud the Church nt Ephosus, Paul's ereation, Is
prafsed “for having put to the test themn thnt
eill themselves apostlos  without belug so,
and for boving detectod that they are hut
false witnesses,”

ANLNS I very far away fvom the. Gospel of
desus, The author Is too Imuassioned ; Do seon

cverything, so to speak, with the blood-in- |

jeoted eyes of apoploxy, or through the lurid
glnre of nconflagration, What was most Ju-
gubrious at Parls on May 235, 1871, was not the
Mames: "twas the pervading color of the elty
when you looked upon it from an clavation—u
sickly ghutudieed hne, @ osort of livid pallor
Sueh I the naturs of the Heht with which our
author tiuts Lis vision.  Nothdng is wore uni-
"'l‘ r"l'l lll'
stiuetively thnt the apocalyotie kind of writing
will,no more than the epd=tolary Kind, peove to b
the formn of litesiture that will convert - the
world,  Ttis the Httle handbooks of ~ontences
and parables thnt amateurs of exact tradition

would  disdain, It s the  alds o the
memory, wherely the  least edueated  and
the lenst well informed sot down for then

personunsl help what thoy know about the nets
wnd the words of Jusus that are destined 1o ba-
cotme the study and the delight of the future,
LEvidently. the simplé setting of the aneedotieal
1o of Jestis was bottar ltted to cnelinnt the
world thun the Iaborious compliation of sym-
bals Inthe Book of Revelation, or even than the
toneliing exhortations of the apostolle lettors,
So truo §t s thnt Joesus, and Jesus only, pluyved
In tho mystorlous work of the Christinn up-
springing, from lirst to last, the gr lis tri-
umpliant, the doelsive part, Evory ook, svery
Chrigtiau justitution is procious just iy propor-
tlon o what it cantains of Josus, 1o =ytioptic
Gospol, whersinJosus (s a!l in o'l nnd of which
wi mnny affivm in une sense that Lo Is the veri-
table nuthor, will be par excelivntse the Chris.
ting book—the book etarnal,

" Nuvortlisless the Hovelation occtipies in the
sneredd canon i pluee that s, on mnny grounds,
legitimate, Book of terror and of menace, the
Apocalypse gave Incaroation to the sombre an-
tithesls which the Christinn couscience, moved
byt profound adthetio impl=o. sought to op-
pose to Jusus, I the Uospel s the buok of
Jewus, Bovelatlon is the book of Nero, Thauks
to the Apocalypse, Nero bas for Christinnity
the importance of a second founder,  His odi-
onk visago hins beon inseparablo from (he faco
of Jusus,  Huger grown from age toage, tho
monster, aprung [(rom the nightmare of the
year 64 Las Lecomo the fearful ineubius of the

Christlan conscience, tho sombre gialt of the |

oveniug of the world, To this day in Arwenidn
the name of the Anteclhiriet (s Nogat, In the
suventacnth ecentury n folioof 650 POGeS Wi
eowposed upon bis birth and education. his
viceg and his wishios, Lis trinkets, hia yior-
umos nnd Lis wowen, Lis tenclings, Lis wir-
neles, and L3 junketings,

"The Antschrist has cepsold 1o frighton us,
and Malvondu's Look lLins longer muny
renders,
Is not 80 near as the dhdaat of the first
centurysunposed Bt and thnt this end will not
Lo n sudden catastrophe, It will tako place
through copgealntlon protracted over thiou-
sands of ages, when our solie systew shall no
longer adeguntely repale its losses, and when
the world shinll bave used up the treasures of
old sunligbt stored up within her dupthis by
wiuy of provision for Ler jouraey, Before that
exbaustion of planetary cavital has taken plase
will humanity have nttalued to perfeet selonce
which [ nothiug else but the power of mastor-
lug tho forces of the world, or will the
enrth, o failure nmong =0 muoy wmillions of
exporigients, turn toies bofore the problom
which shall =lay denth, shull have been solved #
Weo know not,  Dut with the Seer of Patmos
beyond the borizon of =hifting alternntives wo
desery the ideal, and we afon that the idoud
will one doy be realized, Through the mists of
o unkveras in embiryo we can discern the laws
of the progrers of life, e consciousness of ex-
I=lenve invessantly expanding, and thi R B
briligy woettg whervin all shall be with
relution to s defluite bwlng (Godt what the jo-
nuerabile Winds of thio tres are o the tree. whint
the s riads ol colis of  the Living bolng are 1o
thy living being=of a etate. 1 wvan, whoreln

L)

e Wle of  overytbiog  shall Lo com
plte, and  whareln the  jodividuals  who
bl have  existed - Hye ngnin  in

Gind's bolug, shinll see through Him, shnll onisy
in Him, slinll slog In Him an etorus! Hallelu-

k. Whatever way b the form uoder which

each of us congelves this futurs advent of the
absolute, the Apocalypae connot fail to ploase
us. It exprosses, symbolically. the fundamental
thought that God is, and, above all, that He
ahiall bo. The drawing ls heavy, the cogtous

Evory practice caleuwlated to |

Paul himsel! has no |

| of

meah | they are the rudo lines of & ohild tran-
iuwl’lhd_bolhotnmnolhwuhn& the
ploture of a olty which he has not seen. Its
nalve delineation of the ety of God, big toy of
gold and pearls, romalius, for all that, an elo-
ment of oir droama. Paul spake botter, doubt-
lass, when ho summed up the Noal objeot of the
universe in these words: 'That God may be
altogethier in us.' Dut for a long timo yet
mankind will bave nesd of a God who slinll
Awell with ft as friend with friend, take pity
upott 118 trinls, take it8 strogiles Into account,
and wipe the tears from every oye.”

.

This volume onds with an account -;-t the
milithry oporations by which the son of Vespa-
slan stompod out the revolt of Juden by over-
throwlng the theoeratical furnt of government,
ruining the holy oity of Jorusalom, and laying
wasto the traditional saoctunries of Tsrael. It
had taxed the power of the loman emplre to
broak the stubborn apiritof the Jews, but to
all outward seoming the work had at lust Leen
done aMeotunlly,

“Cortainly the vietory was complete, A enp-
taln of our own race, of our blood, s man lke
ourselves [tho Flavian family had sprung from
Cisalpino Gaull, st the head of leglons un
whose roll, eonld wa but read it we should
moet with the nnmes of not w fow of our an-
costors, had sueccedod in shattoring the fort-
ress of Bomitlelsui, and in inflicting on thuoe-
racy, that most formidablo foo of clvilieation,
the groatest shipwreck whilch It lins over ox-
parlonced, His trlumph was the trlumph of
tho Homan law, or rathoer of the rationalistie
Inw, & wholly philusoplieal ereation thnt pre-
supposod uo revelation, over the Juwish Thoru,
which was the fruit of rovelation, This lnw,
whoss roots wers partly Groek, but In
whoss ovalution the praotienl genlus of the
Latins lind %o fine o shure, was tho exeollont
wilt bestowod by Rome upon the veoguished
In axchangoe for thelr independeonc. Every
one of Moma's victorios was a stap I ronson’s
progress ; Home brought 1nto the world w prin-
ciple better on sevoral secounts than thot pro-
pounded by the Jews—I monn the prineiplo of
the secular State. reposing on a purely civil
concoption of society. Every patrlotic offort
morits respoct; but the Hebrew zealots were
not morely patriots, thoey wero fanaties, .the
axeeutioners of nndntolerahle tyranny. What
they strova for was Lhe maintenance of o law
of blood which wouwd permit the stoning
nn  unorthodox  think What they
repelled was  tho  common law,  liie
and liberal, that  does not  trouble Q-
sell about the heliefs of individuals,  Liberty
of eonselence was to sprivg nt last from the
Homan law. wherens it would nover lave
sprong from Judaism. Out of Judnism could
comoe only the synagoguo or the chureh, the
consorship of conduct, & compulsory codo of
morals, the convent, aworld like that of the Nfth
contury, whervln wunkind would bavo lost ull
its virility, had not the barbnrians braced it up.
Better for humaupity, in truth. the reign of the
warrior, than the tempornl reign of the priest;
for the warrior does not ermmp the intellect;
under his swny one moay think frooly, wherons
the priest exacts of hLis subjects an impossi-
billty, that is to say, Lelief in certnin things
and the ilediee to aveept thom as cternally truo,

" Rome's trivmph, then, was legitimate from
somn points of view. Jerusalem had become
nn fmpossibility : left w themselves, the Jows
would have demolisbied it. Duata great gapio
history wis to ninko storilo the vietory of Titus,

| Dur western rnees, nolwithstanding thoir gon-

eral supuriority. have niways evineed deplora-
blis barrenness in maiters of religion, To deaw
from the Roman or thoe Gaulish religion sonie-
thing aualogous to the Christian Churels would
bave been animpossibio underttiking. Now,
overy advantage gnined over u religion 1s friit-
less, If you do net replaes it with another,
sotisfying at loast as well s that Jid the wants
of the heart. Jernsalem will avonge ler
shipwreek:  sho  will vanguish  Romo Ly
Christinnity, nod Persio by Isiane: she will de-
stroy the nutigue concoption of o fntherland :
sho will beoome for tho loftiest souls the oity of
the heart. 'I'he mest perilons tendeney of her
Thors. which was ot ono and the samo time i
morad wnd accivil lnw, giving precodines to so-
clal gquastions over guestions milltary nnd no-
Htieal will domionnte in the Christion Churel,

| Thronghout the middle agos the individun,

censured and watehed by the community, will
shiudder at the threat of oxecommunieation :
amd this will be n rightoous  resoll after
the moral  indiffersnce of  pagan  soele-
Hos a0 protest agalnst the Inadeqguney of the

| Boman institutions to improve the individual,

Assuradly, itis a doteatable principle that ac-
rords the right of voerelng thelr membirs to
religious communitios: It Is the worst of
errors to bolieve that there I8 but one roli-
gion, and that this hus o monopoly of good-
uess, seeing that for cvery man the good ro-
ligion is that which makes him gentle nnd
just, bunible and kiod; but the question how
wio aro to govern maunkind s difleult: the
fdenl is very high and the carth is vory low:
unless wo will trequent only the desert with
the philosophor, what we mect at (each
step Is folly, stupidity, amd passion, The
wneient sagos conll contrive to clothe thom-
selves with some authority only by impos-
tures which, through lack of materlal foree,
gaxve thom but nn impgiuory power, Whero
wonld elvilization now bo hud got men bolloved
for ages that the Brahmum shob Ughtulog (rom
Liis oge, lind pot the barbarians been convinesi
thut terrible reprisals conulil be wroaked by Bt
Murtin of Tours? Man necds aomoral seliool-
ing, for which the tralulng sdmindstored by
the fatily sod by the State dees not suflice.
. " . . M

U How I8 Tadadsw, deneived of s holy city

| angd its pemple, destined to e transformed ?

How will "Talandism grow out of the situntion
whiel ovents have ereatad for the Isrielle ¥
That Is whaot wi: shall see inour 1 book, In
one senso Judalsm, witor bringlug forth Cliris-

| tlanity, Hud po longer any rebson to exlst.

Wo know that tha end of the world |

From thut moment the spirit of Jife bad gone
vt of Jerisntem, Iernel lind given everything
1o the ebild of Ler pabie, sud had exhaasted
herself in the parturition, The Elohinm that
mey faneled thoy could hear murmur in
the sanctuary, 'Let us go forth! Let us
Ko forth ! spuke wisely, 1tis the law of grent
crentions that the Creator shall virtually expiro
In transmitting its existenve to another; aftor
the complste dnoeulation of e in the bolng
Wl s W eontinue it o parent is nothing but
o barven hranch, o sapless tuog, It s rure,
however, for this deom propouneed by nature
to be forthwith exgoutsd, The plant that
hath borne its fMlower consants not on that
account to dio. The world is full of ambula.
tory skolotons that survive the death sentones
which has fallen on thair heads, Judaism is
of the nuigber, History prescnts no stronger
spootuele than this preservation of o paople in
U stato ol redergence from the geave, of o
people which for nearly u thousand youra lost
the sousy of actuality, wrols nol b page worth
reading, transmitted 1o udnot i jot of ascopts
nble Information,  Ought we to be surprised
that after living o this way for ages outside
the freo air of humanity, in o cave, if 1 may
suy 80, and du a staw of partinl demontia, it
comes forth pale, wstonisled st the sunlight
and dazzlod by ity clarity ¢

"' As to the offect of the ruin of Jorusalem ou
Chiristinuity, this is ko evident that it muy even
now bo outlined, The fall of Jerusalom and of
the temple was un nnparalloled stroke of gond
fortuus for the Clhiristian religlon, It the rea-
suning ptirlbutod by Tacltus 10 Titua®he cor-
rectly roported, the vietorious Genoral AU
posed that the destructlon of the templo would
bis tho ruln of Cliristinndty us well as of Judi-
15t Nevory wik any ono more utterly decolved.
The Romans imuglned that by vulling up the
root they would at the esame time pull ug
tho slip, but the sliv was nlready «o
young tree, quick with a vitelty of its
own® Had the tumiyle survived, Christionity
would hove certalnly Loeu checked in lis do-
velopment,  The temiple, surviving, would
huve eontinged to Lo the contro of wl Judalo
vroductions.  People would hays never eeased
to look upon it me the hollest place in the world,
to fare Lhither in pllgrimage. to ocarry thithey
offerings. The Chiireh of Jorusalem, gathered
about its sagred walls, would bavo oontigugd i
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the name of its primacy to command the home
ago of the earth, to persccute the Chris-

tians of Paul's churches, to exact thak
all mon, as a ocondition of the right
to oall thomsolves disciplos of Jesus,

shonld practics clrcumelsion and conform to
the Mosalo code. Anything like fruitful propa~
ganda would have been prohibitod; lottors of
obadience signed at Joerusalem would have
beon required of the missionnry. An Irre-
fragible centre of authority, w 'ntrincohate
consisting of a sort of Colloge of Cardinals
under the prosideney of persons anwlogous to
Jamos, pure Jows belonging to tho fumily of
Josus, would bave boen set up, and would have
bocome the wsourco  of Immenso  dungor
to the nnscent Cliurch. When wo see Bt
I'nul, afiar so much bad troatmowt, st
remain  sttached to the Church of Jeru-
salem, wo oan conceive what difMcultiva
o rupture with those holy porsonages would
have oconsloned. Buch n schism would have
teon regarded as an onormity, equivalent to
tho total abandonment of Clhiristinnity, Nepn-
ration from Judnism would have beon Impos-
wibla; yot this separntion was an ndisponsns
blo prerequisite to the existence of the now
roligion, just as the cutting of the umbilical
cord i4 essential to the life of & new human
Leing. The mother was nbout taxill the child,
On the othor linnd, the temple onee destroyed,
the Christinns will think of it no more; anon,
Indeed, they will regard It as a profune place;
Jesus will b all I all to them,

By tho same Blow the Church of Jorusalem
wits redieod to secondary Importance, Wo
shall see It relorming around the element which
constituted Its strength, tho Ivaposyns, tho
members of Jesus's famlly, the sons of Clo-
pas; but It will reign no more,  This contro
ul rdee hntred and exclusivoness ones dos
stroyied, the bringing together of the op-
posing  parties In the Chureh of Jesus will
be easy. Peter and Paul will be oMelnlly rocon-
efled, and the terrible dualism of the infant
fuith will cense to bo o mortal sore, Forgotten,
In the dopthis of the Batanea, or of the Huuran,
the little group that clung to the Kinsmon ol
Jesus, to James and the descendants of Clopas,
becomes the Ebfonite seet, and dlos n lingers
[og denthi o Insignifiennee and steritty,”
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PARISIAN ART NUTES

The New Ofielsl Salon—Melssonier's New
Plotres—The SAmerican Arilsis,

Panis, Sept. 17.—Paris is just now in g
transition season, The socinl unitivs that ge
to mnko up the brilliant and eternally nmusing
ensemblo of Gt Pavis, of the “all Parls.” thed
one finds nt the opera and the Frangals on
fushionable nights, on the raee course nt Longs
chanmps, in the Bols do Boulogne in the alten
noon, nt the féws and worlilly mosting places,
tho marringes and the funerils, the flower
shows and the pieture oxhibitions; the ** all
Paris.” whose suyings nnd doinga, whoss whims
| nnd oddities, whoss enthusinsms nnd whose

ernzies huve constantly Interestod the elvilized
]wurld during tho past four conturies; the
soclal  unitics  of  the ot Paris that
mnkes nud unmakes world-wida roputations
are still seattored far nud wide at the scuside
or amang the mountaling, or are visiblo hore
simply us birds of passugn, rosting aday or twe
ot their journay botwoen the yellow sands- and
thegolden copsns Gf some chiatomnu, whers the
partridges and plionsonts and locres nee awnlte
ing the honde of belng shot by distinguishod
1 eportsman, and whers the Parision «'fyantes

nre doveloping now graces fa thelr role ol
| oelintelntnes,  Amd st hippeened that varnish.

s ey ut theSalon lnst Pridey was not ot all
Ll Bkt o by 0 usuanly I8,

Pl Sadon o September you will ask, swhit
dovsthat moin ? Tt means thit In these modern
ity s the llillllt\_'l' I e ol the happiest of men,

we il be s this egins ol the I:--\'uih of Bodend,
of Patl de Woek, nnd of Murger, the ceconirie
Buhiemian who 10d i a smerer and prided

Biwseil on unkempt beie, hirsute face,
; formluss c.n;}-. wnd w thraidbitre velvel jicket, iy
| an oatinet boeing.  The modera puinter fro-

quently flgures us the horo of a deama or g
tiovels he is considered nn eligible and  de-
slrably mateh (o y dowered minidons; he
owenrs elegantly eut frocl conts @ Panglaise, an

ho lives [n prinesly pidices oF winettish vil-
las fu the Hnest quartors of Paris; the Governs
ment und the gublic vie with vich nllu-{ In do-
1 him honor nud mﬂue[ s m:{sn: and if the
| pudaters complais of belng  badly  treated,

hll’-‘ils:ll!\\'h{ the Govergmont, the newspipers,
und the lpu Hesel about seeking how to rem-
edy the ingustice.  Heneo, besides thie l‘UK!lﬁllf
Solon b Moy, we now have aSalon (o Saptembor.

CAtwill bo temumbered that sines 1880 the
Bnte, nfler baviow viduly tried for yenrs to =nt-
Isfy the artists, hns abandaped the marerial
nud uetistie mwunngoment of the annual Salons
tothe artists themselvos, who Lhave [ormed
thomselves into a demoerntic eorparation, un-
der the title of Socidid Libre des Artstes Fran-
yuis, The admission of pletures and the nward-
ine of medals and recowpenses uro ontirely
the hands of the artlsts; the State alons ro-
tuininge the nwnrd of the Prix do Salon nnd of
certaiu travelllng seholarships,  So fur so good,
Hore are the artists emjoying o republican
réglme, and, s forna the results of the lnet threo
Suions show, they hinve 1o reason to comuvinin,
Butin s country ke Frines, in whosn oxists
nico the flne aris play so lmportagt o vGle, the
Riate can bardly entirely disinterest (tsolf in
artistie guostions, and tho artists on their slde
| cannot dispense with the patronunge, if yot the

protoetion, of the State,  The seoulptors, for ine

stines, would be ina bad wiy 1f the Siatoe did

nut buy their first works and give them tho

marblo to work upon; the frescoes of the Pin-
théon and the decorution of great monuments
wanld bo L possible without the intorpositio
of the State; the orgunization of museume nn

Behoals of art i the business of the Stiate, 1§

s ovident. im  snort,  that  the State

hng  both the right ‘and the daty to

Intervene; and  so, while giving the  arte

Ists perfect  liberty to organizs ss  the

wishod the anaunl Salon, the NUte nnnounse

Its dutention of oxganizing at xed intervals an

exhibition on its own wecount, an ofleful and

sulect exhibition, F'he Salon which pponed Tnst

Frity wis the firat oftfeinl exhibition under

this new régime,  Hencoforwenl ovory flve

yonrs, hesides the usunl annual Salon, the rals
alwhieh s to give satfstaction to thiat gront
and widkee pubiliotty which s tho first eond Ition
of the iwrtist's eareor, nud the foundat {on “f wll
ronown in e divys wo live Iy, we iro to linve

an ofleinl Silon which shindl &how the stite ol

rrench oart, and i whiclh the Governmenis of
other nations will be fnvitod to see that tlisenrt
of thelr respeotive countrivs s oflel Iy
und ndequastoly roprosented, Wae shnll thus
havo svary fIvo yenrs at Parls an (nterna (ool
urt exhibition -:umu:niu'}: the bost of the gre
work of easch noation, un onabiling us to notn
wnd cotpare th rru ross and tondenael:s of
the difforent selioo m-h:mluunl art,

BUCl s the progrumme of the future. The
present exbil ‘lwn. having  boen  organiaeil
somowhat Lastily, »dmuwling tontat yulv, nud
with the hesitations und euanges natirml 10 6
novel attempt, is {ur from reillzing this pro-
gramme, and that, too, for virious reasons
:\ biieh it would b useless hore T ouumarito,
At among whioh the principal arg tiat new
works srenn intloltesin minority, thiat the
nrtists hinve not mde Spucinl eorts n view of
1t and that the pngority of works exhilited iro
stll too froeli lu our momories to L §nnn n.;.;fn
| With iy Ilvely satisfuotion, To put the uiiter

Foughily, ourof BOO pletures exhibjted 750 ey
known, und yvery m UY wre pretures that the
l‘rlrlbll': SW s rocontly as ut the Salon of lust
far. Howeyer, In splte of shortoom lngs, 1ho
-xpositlon Natlonnla, as [t 18 etyled. i< nn 10
wresting and important oxbibltion, aud worthy
of more thin o pussing notice.

Avvording to the regu Rlons, tha exhibiiion
Is open 1o the works of French nud forelen
Lving artists, execute) inon May 1. 1875 intho
deparinients of |!II|IIN:IH.*v.'llll'turu AT i tigs,
angraving, and grehitecture,  The nunibor of
l‘l‘-lutiulgh exnibited Is 717, represonting tho
work of 372 painters: thore narg 297 pleces of
sellpture, represunting the work of 154 nriists,
sofne men hiving sent us umnf fs ten works,
for oo Hmitwas put tothe number. Both pirint-
ings and seulpture are exhibited in modost
advantigenns conditionn s the pletures nre all
ol the eye llne ; the slatunry (s seeanged Dot
wirdan. whioh [ wdorned with tis it Sovren
VILHEN Wii lmm{ rouud with some of 11
splendld tuposteios fran the Garde Moo
filet, the Parisio

LSt
i, In
d hivie ever seon i Sl so
Hl']ullllil"r'!‘lrl‘llm. Plie 121 plesrs of 10 g
y exbiblted are so remurkable that no=pecind
calalwgue bs publinhiod duse ihing them, while
sere wite who deprovinte the “Exposition Ni-
tHonale" pronounics this new exhitbition of old
tapestrles to be noeruel joke on the Gaet of (he
Stite at Hig e xpenss of the artists,

Froly thean thpostrios wro splondid: thoy pre
Somue of th yery thaest piscos man et urod at
the Gobelins' in the soventoonthnnd elghteenth
vunturios for the rops! polacess foamonse pie
torlal compositions worked In Leilllant nud
tendor husd sllke from the designs of paitters
like Migoard, Ch, To Bran, van dor Meilen,
Aoul Coyeel, Rulens, Glulio Bomano, Haplinel,
mythologionl voenvs, yovords of rogal Dot
and wmartial glory on dosorative pon 1
Pocn surrautdod with o Logdar of the t
Aend Boldest devarative desbitin. . Wit ofo s
f{lllh & promeiade dn the Palals do Plindastela
oy the coptemplation of these splondid b e
ments of the decorstive nrt of thy pasl two
cunturive, an art to which the most fuino s
artints of tho day devotsd the best of their
talant ; th& oua seos theso grandiose com-
nositluns, Q0 Ablmsted And  nunierous

uelrlauuu thie duyenton in du-
did results that contributed so

g@%ﬁg%@ 50 thoroughly tothe bamul.l{mu
w

tions, oue belp looking
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