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A Gale Night in the Fins Weods of Florida—
An lndigenouns and Petent Tipple,

Magwonia, Fla, March 7.—A fow niglita
ago there was a cans dance at the house of a
eracker, In & oloaring some ten milos back from
bere, The region Is coversd with a thin
growth of yellow plne, with here and theran
low hill of sand whiter than that of the pine
land and bearing small oak trees, Theso high
and dry patohes are onlled oak hammoaks,
Bettng back from tha river aro swamps with
small stresms Oowing through them, They
are Umberod with eypress, magnolla, and other
troos, Woody viuesan lnch or more In dinme-
tor and surprialngly crookod extend from the
ground to the hranches of the tress, They belp
to muke & bow|ldering and entangling thickst.
Cyproas kunoes—-pog-like growibs from the
roots—=protrude from the ground a fool or so,
sudsvem o Linve been put thore for mnn and
down upon when (tripped
by the network of vinna, Thess swamps are
Thoy and the hammocks
are all that glve variety to the reglon extond-
ing back from the river. The ronds are not
, and It Is difficult for even a native to
keop his course ailer nightfall wlen it los
away from ons of the wire ronds. Tha wire
roads are the prinelpal highways of the reglon.
They used to be called telngraph ronds, and
that is the way thuy got thelr prosent dis-
Why they evor wore

There wna & bllzeard raglog over the cattle
country, The leo-Indon wind swept florcely
through tho streets of the little frontier town K
wasstaying (n. The oold wis Intenss, Business
1 had tirod of the hotel, so I
turnod up the oollar of my overeoat and walked
out luto the storm, snd was scon at the pokor
rooms of my eambling friend, a man who kaows
things, and who woleomned me joyfully,

Weo sat (u front of & coal fire, with & roariog
stove on the opposite side of the room, and
smokod and talked. Finnlly tho talk drifted to
gunbling aud gamblers. My friond settlsd
himsolf in his aasy ehair, and smokod slowly
and with [ntense snjoyment, as ho gravely ad.
vined mo, ln & low, sarnest tone,
"My doar ollld, never play pokor.
thoroughly undorstands the game, Now trioks,
sud old tricks newly played, nre continunlly
bulng sprung on the game, and the bust of us
are oocaniotully ehented."”
Liew & long, tilon column of blue smoke high in
the warm alr of the room, and drank o littls
tol Bootel whiskey, Theu turniog his head
tuward me he sald, sorrowlully:
puoket-sxhausting @ame played on mo the
other day lo Kansas City."

" Tell me nbout it." Lsuid,

"I will," Le roplisd,

was susponded.

Ile censed talkiug,
lormod branolios,

"simply to point &
moral, and to lwprosa oo you the truth that
you ahonld nevor niay poker.
I board that some Tuxas cattlo mon were mak-
1ng large malos of stsers In Kansas Cily, and
that they wore ongngnd In palntiog the town a
subdued rvl. My Informant said that they
oould be rolioved of eousldurable monoy In an
honest gume of poker, but that the gume would
Liave to bs honoat or thare would be troubde, I
bave s grudege ngulnst Texans, the outgrowth
of an alfair at Eilsworth that I was forced
into some yaars ago, Bo I decided to go to
A nod win some of the Texan
Win!" be exclalmed, contemptuoualy,
“It would have been like fnding it in ths
I putaroll of 8000 In my pockot. took
my gripsack, sod the fArst traio.
o'clock that evenlog I arrivod In Kansas City,
nnd want at onoe to the gnmbling rooma. Thera
L ivarned that the Toxans had been corraliod by
some of my friends, and that I eould not get
al theon, Bo I wont into Clark's plave, intend-
There I saw 8 large,
pop-oyed man who

Well, L o

tinetiva dealgnntion. wll, last month
called tolograph ronds s o myniery,
tmpossible that the una!u! econtrivanoo

A

huve lind auything to du with 1.
ronds counnt of two rute and the rmhl ...r
wity i the other posds sliow rits onoly hers snd
thivew, nod instond of the rlght of way (8 the
Thye inbor of making the
ronda wns all vuqtu!---i on the tross smong
whoeh they rung ool wioel wre bl it irregu-
Pl Toregoing Incis expinin why
1t 18 npcessurs o travel by dayiiglit when guelng
wattend o rape danes Lo miles nwnr.

prtﬂh o Gl pnssinge,

the cane dang Trom s maony ns 1l
lnr s the ove cau ses
through the seant
YTV s v nrlruu in this nfrsren oo,
went down Iln- culivetion of yollow, yallawish,
wollow:spotbed, il yeinw- "lrllll'd CUrS Wia
sutoething to conteninints,
I cartn wnd in the sadile:
the bea<ds that laought them,
muon who brought their bust #iris o o ll.rln Lo

The 'Imnmn entie

ing to play [aro,
raw-bound, shook-haaded,
was apparently hall dronk. He was roughly
drussed. He wure a shabby slouoh bat and un
old brown overcost. He was ooisy and boost-
He way playlng faro, and winnlog. He
swors loudly that he was tho beat singlo-band-
od poker player In the world, He shaok a big
{ roll uf bills o the fuces of the faro dealers, and
drrod thom o play poker.
markod pocullarity of this man was the size
and dirtiuess of bis hands. I do not think 1
oxnggorata when I sny that they were almoat
twioe an lnrze e ordinary bands,

"My hoart warmnd when I saw his hands,
Houest, Loll-snlarged hands, I sard to myself,
That honorabla disfiguration Ia the result of
folluwing the plough, of mauling ralls, of fesd-
Ing threshlog machioes,

Ll
the maidana sat oo the floor of the earts and
dangled timle foit belind o the luxurisot

Hiorkings wore
wontinl, Lut many of the buisus enrerl
10 Lhuir pockeis, ns white Kid giovee are ol'um
eirriol Al wliers, in order thit
put on if o benve them off woold mpdie the pire
Bal i var ocennl e
WOl conmisbod so lnrgely of mlulmnh-! tlnu
Thore wavmid 10 b HLLe ine
U] the hemd covarings wers romoved,
l.Iwm h-'-l goverings e 10 fukl shinrt of dolng
Lo taeir wmpiitide,
lalll]”ll‘ hewd, but the stouldors the faes lunrl
A consbierabie area o Ot ying (eritory,
ars ribbed and starobisd nod (€ must reguire
almost infnibe lsvor Lo prevont thom fron ool-
under the fulluence of

Thay doclined. A

They covor uot

nmﬂu‘ bagan {n & deeorous and hulf Inu-
gulid way dimost se S0 m= U=
Meiont to ke upn wnt Tor naquindeiibn, Thn
mien whio B d biardened mwlunlm wnh
Atochimges ook them from thsir

et thivin away
Kirin catne out af thetr sunbonpets—relueinnt-
AL wemed, for At b anid thint
eravhor-iand woar
Thepoggivie wore pietures of prim noatness in
Lhedr oo osenned harrow ribbngs
trouilie aliout the musie awt n o
Thise hoat soak to I that thers s n -
o nnd anybody can do the f1d-
Lo ondy one dinee —the guadrills,
iy i lew olmngnn nr Heures, and

Uh s mn ﬂulml uff Ly the '

Thera is only one l

It Is the reward of
Ilove & farmer, and I resolved to
tnke ears, good care, mind you. of this agricul-
tura! lunocent. I was introduced to Mr, Thomp-
son as A gontloman who bhad a proity laocy
for poker, and one who would probably ac-
Now, I moeant to pluck
this barayard plgeon artistioally; so 1 playesd
him a8 Noe as slik. I talked aad laughsd
as though to a timid malden, for fear ha
might booomp alarmed, DBut the oid chap did
notappear to be at all modust, or (o the least
He, with guser and agricultural-
| suunding oaths, vosifarous!y assartal that be
could boeat anv man at singe-handsd poker,
He was the sucking dove of pigenns! IHe was
Cluurk took ms to one alde and
wiarnod me that Mr, Thompson was a kicker,
and that iIf I playel with him and won [ would
| havo to leave town, as he would inform the
:I-lliun of his lossa4 ut oncs, Clark alea ohjocted
towvur playing in his plisse, saying that the old
et would by sues to bring thy police on bim
| if b lost, that the State laws ngainst gnmbling
in Mlssonri wars vory severs, and that, while
Lo wishind ms luck, s miuat positivaly refuss
to hwve the fneriminsting featbors plucked

the women of
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commodnte him,
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Mr. Thompson and 1 want
to A convaninnt
At Nrat I won a fow dollnrs,
I saw that the farmer, orstockman, or whate
knaw how to play poker. and [
realizead that unlasd ha grow roekloss through
 heavy drinking Uhie was pouring the whiskay
Pinto imsoll) 1T would not win muach money
bad played for about
Witeen minatas 1 bind fowr Kings(whieh 1 had
trouhe o @athor to-
Tunat east monll my winnings
From thaton I had the
izreatnr portion of my stronz handa beaten
with disosuraging regalanity.
Sl owocn as we began playing that Me. Thonpson'a
s secminstly  toil
linrd=nod, worn as supnle ns mine. and. Frank,
theirsizo graw on ma until thoy appearad 1o e
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I fully ronllzal that bo was a poker
n"ml(l l\lld tho bost I i) svar mst
unlarstnol that
;-.mn-r OoF thoeattle rangs. was ths plgeon, and
Thompson wad tha packer,
| Lnou llmt Cinrk had tossed me o this man, as
| o tosses n intmd ot toon balldog. Yo sae, [
| bt batan Ciark out of many hundreds of dol-
lnrs. and 1a onturally foit s litls sore, and
winted s Lo lose som o wonay,
discover dr, Thowmpson's gume; so I stuck tn
bim, Fioally [ had but $2) left,
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