in the Front Line will be found

i: THE SUN,
[, /Fresh trom Ks magaificent victory over the com-
Ay fess of Demooracy In Hs own Stals, trwe
5 le s oconvicliona, trulhful before all else, and
zmhumummm
YHE SUN has slx, eight, twalve, and sixteen
' Jpmges, us occaslon reguires, and s ahead of all
¥Mhmn&dmuunm
i lv-.-----.----sﬁw
& {Daily and Sunday -« « « « « « 7 50
Sunday, 16 and 20 pages, + - « | §0
s W eckly 1 00
'Mdm tHE SUN, New York.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 1888,

® & ® & 8 8 = & m = @&

1888,

“Every year, as wo look back on it, seems

Molently aventful, yet no one who consid-

the present situation of tho United Btates

nd Europe can doubt that 1858 |s destined

15 stand forth conspleuous, for good or for
“Wrll, above ita recont prodocessors,

W Befors the twolvemonth that begina to-day
over we shall have witnessed another
esidential election, and shall know
hether tho Democratic party is to retain

ol of the Federal Government for a

nd termn of four years, or {a to be sgain
bndemned to long exclusion from political
bwer. The capltal questions on which
p comteat s to turn seem already
dientod, nlthough these may ba mate-
nfly modified, and the present broad diver-
pnoe between the two great parties may
sensibly narrowed duoring the first

: months of the ocoming year., 8o,

o, with the candidates; though to
p superflelal  observer they now semn
edatermined, there is tine enough for

pge also in this partloular before the
ng of the Natlonal Conventlons. It is
ur hope and bellef that when the National

“Democracy shall assemble In conventlon, its

lorm;will be framed, not by men who are
freo tradors under all clroumstances and st

My cost, and Demoerats only when It hap-

i%ens to sult them, but by men who are above
| things Democrats, and who are free

mdors only so far as they can carry out
ir views on questions of political ecunomy
thout Imperilling the triumph of the Dem-

He party.
For Bouthern Democrata the contest
will be secitied next November in-
pa an {ssue more tremendous than any
inoted change in the tariff, for there Is
ve reagon to fear that the restoration of
Republicans to ascendancy at Washing-
wouid be followed by the rigorous sup-
resaion of the present white man's govern-
pont in the Btates of Loulsinna, Misslssippl,

Bouth Carolina. Dy seizing the pretext

ch the census offers them, and refistab-

ng black ,rule in those unlucky com-
he Republicans would thence-

ppralioved from the necessity of car-

New York., The imminence of

h o danger should never be lost sight

by Bouthern Democrats, for they best

ow, from thelr gricvous exporience as well
from thoe history of Haytl, whether the
of white men could remain with

Ly In communities, all whoso judicial,
lve, and administrative powers were
dged In the bands of negrues. As the
iWouthern Democrate have most at stake
®pon the fortunes of their party, and will be
ghle to shape its declarations and its tactics,
have falth that ths Convention will do
to jeopard thelr fundamental Inter-

...“‘
Sothing

which, in our judgment, are lnsepa-.

from those of civilization.

#'Whether the Unlted Kingdom shall con-
‘finue to be governed by Tory Ministers
Bhroughout the ensulng twelvemonth will In
3l Ikellhood depend on their ability to avert
i rupture of the Unlonist ocoalition during
Bhe sesslon which will presently begin, for,
_", . pept In the contingency of England's en-
} glemnent in & European contest, no au-
ARmn session of Parlisment is probable. The
ons which, it can alroady be foresecn,
@il bo franght with dificulty for tho Sanis-
gy Cabinet will turn upon its foreign
Polioy, on the expedlency of persisting In the
lorcoment of the Crimes sct, on the con-
and extent of the proposed
propriations for the higher education
Irish  Cathalics, on the amount
i gunrantees of the lonn demanded for
relinf of Irish landlords, and on the
p and nature of the concesslons in the
don of looal government which have
n promised to counties and municlpali-
Bies in Great Britaln, but from the benefit of
Which Ireland s to be excluded, It will bo a
d task to prevail on Dissldent Liberals,
even upon Torles of the CamNARVON
fpe, to acquiesce in any further susponsion
the rights of public meeting and free
ph In & particularly law-ablding section
F the kingdom, or In the shutting out of
hmen from those local privileges which
to be conferrod on their fellow subjects.
INelther, as regards tho range and value of
Jocal powers conceded to Engllsh and
pteh communities, will it be easy to recon-
the views of an old-fashioned Tory like
ord BAL1BBURY with the democratic pro-
vities of Lord Raxponrs CHURCHILL and
radicallsm still professed by Mr, Joun
and Mr, JosErH CHAMBERLAIN,
pther reef on which the Ministry may
Mander is the landlord rellef bill, against
pee principle My, CHAMBERLAIN and moet
‘the seceding Liberals secm trrevocably
tted, while the attempt to propitiate
Irlsh Catholics by o large grant for
pation 18 ocertain to give umbrage
the Orangemen of * Ulster und
the Intensely Protestant wing of
A raenv following In England. But
haps none of these anticipated features
of kome polloy I8 go Ukaly to strain the coa-
Stion and upsot the Government as the ex-
Pected revelation that it has bound itself¢o
‘Bbperate with Austrla and Germany, wot
the faithful execution, but the deliaut
plation of the Treaty of Berlin, On the
@her hand, it seems unilkely that the falr-
ke movement will, in the course of the
Bext  twelvemonth,., acquire sufiiclent
I. th t0 extort from the Ministry any
L ing concesslons, It s truo that
Mr. GripsToNE In his recent speech at

pver expreasod a difforent opinion.
% dAs to France, noman alive to the complex-

and gravity of its present situation
vanture to forecast even its immedi-
future. Nowhere else upon the Conti-
‘nt of Europe doos the upshot of the devel-
nents of the next tweive monthe so utterly
¥ predigbon, The Frengh republic has

[}

the existing framework of free Institutions
that France would lie at the meroy of a milly
tary or a popular outbreak, organised by
royalist nr by communist conspirators,

Thao evolution of Fronch politios, while it
might exercise a weighty Influcnce on the
relations of other European Btates, will itself
boreclprocally affected by the predicament
in which the unforgiven viotor of 1870 may be
placod by a disustrous issue of the predictad
war with Hussla. Whatever faction of the
republican party happened to be in power at
a conjuncturs so exolting—and what la true
of republicana may be predieated with oven
groater confldonce of an Orleanist mon-
archy-—the Government for the time being
would be swept into the vortex of conten-
tion by a resistless passion for national
rehabllitation and the recovery ol Alsace-
Lorralne. Norecan it bs doubted that, provi-
ded the balance wavered on the Vistula, the
sword of France cast Into the ecale of
battle on the Rhina would be apt to bring
about surprising changes in the map of the
Continent. The time has long slnoe gone by
when any one gpuld count on the fullllment
of NaronLeox's prediction that, Europo
would bo wholly Cossack or wholly republi-
oan; but It Is not yet impossible that the
fate of the central powers may depend on
the joint fiat of a French Prime Minlster
and a Russian Chancellor, It Is partly owing
to the Intricate concatenation of Frenoh pol-

“{tios with exterlor events that the mood and
action of Paris and of France are so incal-
culables even for a year to come.

What will be a yoar hence the condition of
the German empire I8 alao highly problem-
atleal. We cannot count on the survival of
the nged and enfeebled Kaiser, and we know
oot who i8 to be his successor. But we do
know that both the homo and foreigm policy
of Germany will undorgo a sharp deflection
from the lines followed of late years, accord-
ing as the presant Crown Prinoe or his son,
Prinoce WILLIAM, ahall become Emperor be-
foro the expiration of 1888. 1t is universally
believed that the present Kalser, motwith-
standing the provocations recelved through
the harsh treatment of German residents
in his kinsman's empire, will spare no
effort to avold overt hostilitisa between
Russla and his country, and that the utmost
he ean be brought to consent to will be an
Interposition In case his ally, Austria, shall
be attacked by the Czar. Old friendshipes,
also, and a sense of porsonal indebtedness to
the princes of Bouth Germany, have made
him reluctant to connive at measures framed
to bring about the gradusl effacement of
such partial independence as they still re-
tain, He dislikes to rocognize what Bis-
MARCKE has surely pointed out, that In the
event of a calamitous forelgn war—and his-
tory demonstrates that a Jena s apt to
allernate with a Rosbach—the cohesion and
unity of Germany would be serioualy bm-
perllled by the large amount of autonomy
and particularism stlll permitted in Baxony,
Bavaria, Wurtamberg, and Baden.

On the other hand, should both the Crown
Prince and his father fall to outlive the com-
Ing year, tho accession of Prince WiLLiaM
would, according to the opinion prevalling
in Berlin, make it certain that nothing on
the ruler's part would hold back Prussia in
the path of outward expansion and Inward
consolidation. He would hold himsalf to
have inherited his grandfather's acqulsi-
tions and opportunities without his obliga-
tons, and, bucked by the hotheads of the
military party, he would be much more likely
to act nsa spur than asa drag upon his
Chancellor. Prince WILLIAM does notsoru-
plo, it is sald, to avow a eonvictlon that Ger-
many should be beforehand with its enemies
and rivals, should forestall the Inevitable
but slugglish enmity of Russla, and in deal-
ing with France imlitate tbe Scottlsh assail-
anis of the Red Comynand “mak sikker"
Nelther would a soverelgn who should fully
conour with BisMARCK In opining that Prus.
sla never will be safe until she has swallowed
up Bouth Germany, omit to selze or make
an oceasion for hastening the process,

Yot, after all, the elevation of the young
Prince WILL1AM to the throne willonly sweep
away obstruotions to the free play and out-
rush of forces already active. The effect of
tho more probable accesaion of his father {n
the courso of a twelvemonth will bealtogether
different. Whether, in such an event, Bis-
MaROK would be suffered to retain the post
of Chancellor, I8 now more than ever doubt-
ful, ainea his recent strenuous endeavor to
prevall on the Crown Prince to walve his
claims to the succeasion in favor of his son—
a proposal understood to have been per-
emptorily rejected. This attempt to turn
the grievous afletlon of her husband
to political wncceount must have made
the cup of bitterness so long held to the lips
of the Crown Princeas run over, and she
would be more than woman could she for-
glvoit. Bo that, even If BisMARCR on the
score of his Incompamble services to the
House of HorexzoLLERN should be allowed
to keep an office of ostensible distinction, It
Is tolerably certain that the staff of substan.
tial authority would pass from bhim to ad-
visers more congenial to bis new masters
and more thoroughly Insympathy with their
liberal and peaceable Intentlons. We say
masters, not master, becauss, should
Kaoiser WiILLiAM be succeeded by his
son, It I8 well known that Prusals
would for the firsi time s&ince the
death of Queen Louise see in the consort of
the soversign a woman deeply Interested In
affalrs of state, and fully qualified for their
supervision. Under such a régime the
watohwords of German policy would be sin-
vere conclliation of her nelghbors on the
east and west, and at home & frank accept-
ance of the principles of federative and con-
stitutional Uberty, lncluding the demand for
a responsible Ministry, so long urged valnly
by the National Liberals as well as the Pro-
gresslata. Thus wo see that Bismanox on
the cne hand, and all German advocstes of
liberal institutions on the other, have good
reason to wateh with anxiety the unfolding
of the new year,

In Italy the new Prime Minister, Blgnor
Crwsry, will encounter embarrassments
enough, even should he not be called upon
to fulfil the obligations to which he s sup-
posed to be committed since the renewal of
the triple alllance, Although the expedition
against Abyssinia has involved the despateh
of some 80,000 soidiers to Massowah,
enforoements are siready ecalled for,
more will doubtices be required. The

thalr country
blunder analogous to that which wasted the
resources of France in Tonquin, and who
would gladly shatter at one biow the Onisr1
Oabinet and the whole diplomatio programme

source, but with humiliation in the fleld and
a deflelt in the treasury, the successor of
Derreris would have his hands full to cope
with his Radioal assallants, to say nothing

Whether Cathollo electors who already
bave been allowed to vote for municipal
officers will presantly be suffered to take
part in & Parllamentary ogntest, Is a secret
kpown only to that statesman of the Vatl-
tan who has faced a more redoubtabls an-
tagonist than any he can meet in Itdly, and
carried his Church triumphantly through the
perils of BsManox's Kulturkampf. What-
evar of good or evll the year may have In
store for the house of Bavoy, It Is likely that
a compromise between the clvil fower and
the Papacy will bs brought somewhat nearer
than It I8 now; for should disaster over-
take the Itallan forcee In Abyssinia, the
political nsslstance which the Clerloals could
render might be looked upon as indispensa-
ble. The prestige, on the otherxhand, which
victory would give might make the Govern-
ment 8o strong in the affections of the peo-
ple that it could afford the reatitution of the
modeat area needed for the independence of
the Vatican, Bo that hopse must, on the
whole, predominate among the mingled
feelings with which multitudes «f Cathollcs
are now pouring into Rome to attend the
jubllea commemorating the ausplelous com-
pletion of the fiftleth year minve the admis-
slon of Lro XIIL to holy orders.

That the definite adjustment of south-
eastorn Europs will not be carried a step
further during the twelve months now
opensd seems hardly oredible. If Prince
FrerDINAND of Coburg is allowed to go on
ruling at Bofla, the treaty of Berlin will
have notoriously become a dead letter, and
the Czar cannot be blamed for treating all
its clauses as Invalld. Whether, on such
provocation, an invasion of Bulgaria will fol-
low, will be for the Czar's advisers simply a
question of computation and opportunity.
Among the unfavorable factors of the sltun-
tion to which they must pay some heed may
be mentioned the large grant of money for
military purposea obtained by the pro-
Austrian Minlstry at Bucharest, and
the stil more recent retirement of the
Ristics pro-Russian Cablnet at Belgrade.
Owing to their strategio position, these Dan-
ublan principalities are, as wns proved at
Plevna, pawns of decialve value In the game
for preponderancegand conquest in the Bal-
kan peninsula. Another serlous obstruction
to the hopes of Russia would have to be rec-
ognized should the new year see completed
the long-planned connection of the Ottoman,
Bulgarian, and Bervian rallways with the
Austrian network. The means of concen-
tration which would be thus afforded would
oppose so strong a bulwark to aggression
from the morth that the lnclination of South-
Blavio Btates to lean on Vienna might be
powerfully strengthened.

The Bultan's Insecurity Is, however, not
dispelled, because It has become the inter-
est of Austria to dofer the partition of hils
European possessions, He I8 relatively de-
fenceless on his northeastern frontier, and,
unless he ean contrive to pay the money In-
demnity promlised to BRussla under the
treaty of Berlin, he may lose at any moment
his remnant of Armenia. Were that high-
land rampart carried, the Inland plains and
coast tracts of Anatolla would lle open to
the Muscovite. The expected sojourn of the
Czar at Tiflls {n the spring seems sug-
gostive of intended operations in that
quarter, It certainly behooves the Czar, ifn
movement against Tuskey from the rear s
contemplated, to anticipate the bullding of
the long-mooted rallway from the Bosporus
to the Euphrates, which, there 18 somp rea-
son to belleve, Is at last to be vigorously
prosecuted. As things are now, it would be
much easler for Russla to extend her terri-
tories from Russlan Armenia to morthern
Byria, and thus acquire a harbor at'the north-
eastern angle of the Mediterranean, than to
reach the sea by way of Constantinople. It
is the recognition of this fact that has led
Bir HExry RawrLiwsox, Ool. BAxER, and
Col. BURNABY to advocate s0 earnestly the
Euphrates rallway project.

Whether Russia, already posted at Barakhs
and Merv, and within striking distance of
Herat and Balkh, shall In 18688 avall herself
of those colgns of vantage, will depend, of
course, on the dktent to which her resources

"aro taxed in Europe, and upon the attitude

assumed by England toward the contest for
power on the lower Danube. There s mean-
while littls doubt that before the year Is end-
ed the trans-Casplan railway will have been
pushed close to the shrunken confines of
western Afghanistan, and that analogous
facilities for a demonstration on the
Oxus in the direction of Cashmere or of
Cabul will have been at length acquired.
Much progress also may be looked for dur-
Ing 1888 in another vast Internal improve-
ment, of interest not alone to Russla, but to
the whole commerclal world, Werefer to the
trans-Continental rallway, intended to span
Biberia from the Ural Mountalns to the
mouth of the Amoor River. Let thatlron
traok once carry the armies of Russia to the
foot of the Chinese wall, and the long rivairy
of Western powers for ascendancy at Pekin
will be settled once for all.

Proceeding eastward back to the Ameri-
oan continent, we pauss an Instant at Hon-
olulu, whose future isa matter of no ordl-
nary concern to the United Btates, It s
evident that the native Government is break-
ing down; that after s long term of flaoal
wastafulnese and administrative corruption,
the Hawallan Islands are now upon the verge
not meraly of Minlsterial and dynastlo revo-
lution, but of utter anarchy. The voluntary
submisalon of the peopls to some strong
paval power seems the one practieable rem-
edy for the existing state of things. But
what power shall 'intervene? The United
Btates assuredly do not covet territory in
the midst of the Pacific, yet they would
hardly view without emphatic remonstrance
the annexation of the islands by Great
Britaln or by Germany.

One of the most Important enterprises

it is expeoted the New Year will see
In earnest in the porthern half of the
It is

pent In e
oom It is satisfactory to lesrn that
the year 1888 mayeee the work of outting this
coanal approschad (n a roasonable way, In
such pn enterprise it should prove

A T

easler to enlist private capital than in the

Panama Canal, which, in the judgment of
most competent engineers, will remain un-
finishod long after steamships are travers-
ing the Lake of Nlcaragus on their way
from the Atlantio to the Pacifle. The com-
pletion of this great work will usher In an
ern of prosperity for the Central American
republics and the Mexican provinces of Yu-
oatan and Chlapas, such as they have not
known sines the Quiché power sucoumbed
to Bpanish devastation.

Of the Bouth Ameoriean republics, those
which are most likely to be viewed with
special Interest by our cltizens during the
year on which we have now entered are Peru,
Venozuela, and the United Btates of Colom-
bin. The transaction by whioh the CAocEnes
Government would have been froed from its
heavy indebtadness to forelgn bondholders
and been assured of the completion of the
rallway linesa that would have opened
the Inter-Andean region seems for the
moment in sbeyanos. If it be true
that Chili has presumed to interpose her
veto on o project of vital import tos power
with which she is at pasce, she may find that
she hns overstapped the limita fixed by In-
ternational equity and enforoed by the opin-
fon of tha world. The Peruvian common-
wealth deservesour sympathy, and we could
not be unmoved spectators of a daliberate
andeavor to condemn It to stagnation and
decay—tho less s0 that the development of
itaagrioultural, mineral, and furest resources
would offer a tempting tleld to American en-
terprise and capital.

The boundary controversy between Venexz-
uela and Great Britian may at any time be
forced upon our serious attention. The en-
croachmenta made of late years by the In-
habitants of Britlsh Gulana on the Venesue-
lan territory lying east of the Orinoco are
not caslly distingulshable from thoss which,
when applled to Central America, provoked
vohement remonstranos from our Btats
Department and led to the negotia-
tion ‘of the CrLAYTON-BULWER troaty.
Nor is It at all creditable to Eng-
land that,.although a strenuous attempt s
made to persundoe the United States to sub-
mit all future disputes to arbitration, this
method of adjustiment is persistently denied
to a feeble republic llke Venezuela. The Brit-
ish Government has refuspd to accept the
United Btates ns umplre in this matter,*but
it does not follow that our people can bo held
back from reviewing the pretexts upon
which a European power is trylng to control

delta of a great American river.

e one incldent of moment to this coun-
try which may posslbly during the new year
take place in Colomblan jurisdiction ia the
definite collapse of the Panama Canal Com-
pany, consldered as a private corporation.
‘We may take for granted that whenever M.
DE Lesseps shall be convinoed that he can
extract no more money from individual in-
vestors, a determined effort will be made
to prevall on the French Government to
assume the construotign of the work.
Nor ean it be denied that the attempt
would have many chances of succees, should
M. Junes Ferny, ostonsibly or vicariously,
become once more a potent personage in
France. He was the candldate of the pro-
moters of the Panama Canal in the late eleo-
tion for the Presldency, and it did not escape
close observgrs that their votes were
seasonably transferred to M. Camxor.
It 1s thus not inconceivable that a French
Ministry, In concert with the Bogota
politielans, may try to saoqube, with-
out regard to existing treaty obligations
hetween Colombia and the United Btates,
certain territorial and polltical ooncesalons
on the Isthmus of Panama., Such a culml-

nation of the canal fiasco Is plainly on the”|

cards, and should it be witneased in the year
1888, the long-established sentimental rela-
tions between France and this country might
be subjected to some tension.

The Franklin Revival,

We need not advise anybody to read the
letters of BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, which are
printed on angther page of this morning's
BuN. Every new scrap of FERANKLIN'S
writing that is discovered and published
must commmand the immediate attention of
people of all sorts and conditions, go broad
was the nature of this typlcal American, so
human his genius, and so Interesting his life.

A lot of hitherto unbublished letters
written by FRANKLIN to his friend STRAHAN,
the London printer and bookseller, appear
In the Atlantic Monthly for the ocurrent
month, Sull more Important are the letters
which Mr. JouN Biagrow has included im
his new edition of the philosopher's works,
and from which we select some of the most
characteristic and entertaining, A great
mauss of correspondence i8 thus added to
the already voluminous autoblographical
record, and the result will be a gencral re-
newal of Interest in the FRANKELIN literature.

No man dead a hundred years or there-
abouts I8 better known to the men and
women of to-day than FRANKLIN, Wasu-
maToN I8 a shadowy figure beside him. The
survival of Bex FRANKLIN'S personality in
all the original distinctness of outline and
detall, so that even Dr. BAMUEL JoENBOXN I8
not more real, is due to the fortunate cireum-
stance that FRANEKLIN was hls own Bos-
WELL, In his wonderful Autoblography and
in the numberless letters which the sage was
in the habit of writing upon all occaslons
and with regard to all subjects that ocoupled
his mind, no matter how mighty or how
trivial, With perfect honesty and thorough-
ness, with an entire absence of self-con-
solousness, and in English that will stand
the centurles like the pyramil of Cezors,
FrANXLIN put himself on paper for the bene-
fit of posterity.

How vividly the man stands out in the
score of epistles which we print to-day, If
one had beforehand no clearer {den of FRANK-
LIN's individuality than of PresTeEn Jonn's,
he would neverthelesa derive trom these thres
or four interesting columns a good acquaint-
ence with almost every side of the many-
slded character., Hereure the shrewd humor,
the full command of his own faculties, the
keen perception of the maln chance, the
adaptabliity of genius, the slmost equal
powers of generallzation and speclalization.
Here is the thrifty yet charitable common
sense that produced Poor Richard's Almanac
and outwitted the diplomscy of Europe,
Here are the observer, the philosopher, and
the universal Yankee, the metaphysiclan
with his head in the upper atmosphere, and
the practical cillzen with his feet firmly
planted upon the earth of buokwheat, wall
paper, and kitchen gardens., Here, in short,
areé the qualities that made Bmxsasmaw
FRANKLIN at the same time an suthority on
dried mpples and a PRoMETHEUS bringlog
fire down from heaven's thunder clouds.

As for Mrs, DEsORAH FRANKLIN-—the
falthful Denny, who appears In the eorre-
spondence—once more let maids apd ma-
trons honor her consploucus domestio v~
tues, and let the tear of forgivences fall up-
on her unsurpassed oacography, while she
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toward the greatest of American
philosophars, her spouss. "

A Letter for Each Present.

The laws of sonse, taste, stiquotts, human-
Ity, and ‘business all agroe in regard to the
proper treatment of such an event as is
suggested by this question : i

“1Is & persen bound, In stiqueite, 16 asknowiedge n
writing the rechipt of Christmas presentsr”

Nothing ever waa given for which nothing
was expected in return.  Down to the intan-
gible formality of thanks, something la al-
ways appropriato as a return for moneys,
goods, favors, or courtesles. 'Even an In-
Jury is always followed by some eort of an
exchange, elther In the form of vengeance,
ooals of fire, or forgivoness.

Tho business and soclal world, moreover,
Is guilded by rules of grest precision. Very
little is taken for granted. Little foom s
left for misunderstandings to galn n
foothold. Formality Is the law that gov-

ems, only in the soclal sphere It Is.

made to appear In such easy and graceful
forms that ita character seems charming
and Impulsive, Instead of stern, Indls-
pensable, and unvarying. When a woman ac-
oepte & man's seat in a horse car, she re-
sponds, or ought to respond, by thank-
Ing him. When a present is sent, the re-
olplent must not walt untll he may chance
to meat tho sander, but the acknowledgment
should be sont immedintely. And when this
principle is recognized, Is there any argu-

.ment for breaking It In Christmas time?

Not the slightest, Christmas gifta are not
glven as & matter of course. They nover
lose the swest quality of affection because
about - that time they come In clumps.
The gift of one person In no wise
robs another's gilt of ita individ-
unl merils. Each is an offerlng as
distinot as though It had come alone and on
the Fourth of July Instead of In the hollday
season; and consequently each desorves
the courteous and ®ormal treatment de-
manded by the regular laws of soclal inter
change In all its forms, Write, then, to your
friendly benefactors, and do not hesttats to
offer to each of them the compliments of the
season and the assurance of your most ap-
preciative conslderation, as though sach were
alone in his deserts. Nothing less 1a due.
To one with a dozen suoh letters to write
the task may savor of too much formality.
For such a state of mind, like the law for
playing trumps when doubt creeps into the
mind of the card “player, thers 1a a golden
rule. Between too much or too little for-
mality, always stick tothe former. Formal-
ity never does any harm. Don't be afraid of it.

Let the Government be Pald!

While ths majority and minority reports
of the Pacific Rallroad Commissioners recite
all the old history of the rascality that at-
tended the bullding of the roads, they con-
taln nothing new. So far as the present
publioc emergenocy of collecting the money
due the Government is concerned, there 1s
no gingle fact adduced that is any more ger-
mane to it than the rascallties of Fisk and
GouLp are relevant to the present status of
the Erle Rallroad.

There never was a more transparent plece
of stockjobbery and, blackmall than I8 im-
plied and disclosed in the manceuvres that
brought about the Commission in question;
and pothing could bs more natural than
that the World of this city should have
been the congenlal organ and mouthplece
of the oonepiracy. We have now
befors the public the two reports, the one a
sensible and temporate conslderation of the
equity in the case, the plain, stralght, com-
mercial aspect of it, and the other an intem-
perate and senseless arralgnment of persons
and issues which are irrelevant, s mixture
of stockjobbery and demagogy which might
be dangerous flts own violence did not defeat
its end.

The work In hand ls lald distinetly before
Congreas, and the majority report, so far
certainly as it deals with the affalrs of the
Unlon Pacific Rallroad, defines clearly what
course should be pursued. The Presldent
Inst year expressed the hope that the delib-
erations and investigations of the Commls-
slon might lead to this very end, and it s
not surprising that this report should have
his approval. It implies that the Govern-
ment debt will ba paid, aud that the present
honest and capable management shall enjoy
i{s legitimate reward.

There should be shopt shrift and no meroy
for the corrupt gang of blackmallers who,
alded by thelr congeninl ally, the World,
have infestad Washington for two years and
run riot In conspiracles of fraud and plunder.
And is there any publlo fraud or quality of
lying and deceit In which the World is not
deeply and shamefully implicated ?

A Fraud Upon the Democrats.

1t Is a matter of Interest to the Hon. J.
WiLLiam HusTED and the Hon, PATHFINDER
Corn® which of the two shall be clected
Speaker of the Assembly. Most of the peo-
ple of this State, however, are not suffering
from Insomnia on account of thelr nervous
interest in the canvass for the Bpeakership,

Mr. CoLe I8 younger than Mr, HUBTED,
but he has no particular advantage over him
In other respecta. Nelther of them s finical
in his ideas of lagislation or of party morali-
ty. Husrep knows CusHiNG'S Manual, and
sometimes follows It, when his doing so will
pot Involve respeat for the rights of the
minority. ConLg has all HusTED'S qualifica~
tlons for the Bpeakership except experlence
and knowledge of parllamentary forms,
practices, and precedents, The Third House
doesn’t care an Evening Post which of the
two aspirants Is elected. CoLe s young, but
not Ingenuous. FAREWELL JIMMY {8 nelther
{ngenuous nor young.

One thing about the 8peakership should bs
kept in sight by all Democrats, and by all
other fair-minded persons, Whoever Is
elected Bpeaker will be Bpeaker of a body es-
sontially fraudulent, If the Republicans hod
obeyed the Constitution and aliowed an enu-
meration of the inhabitants ofethe Stato of
New York to be taken, the Assembly of 1883
would bea different body from what It 1s.
1f the Democrats of New York bad not been
deprived of that representation In the As-
sembly to which their pumbers should en-
title them, it 1s possible that a Democratio
Hpeaker might be elected. It Is certaln that
the Republican majority would have been
notably dimlnished, ,

Whoever s eleoted Spoaker of the Assem-
Lly of 1858 will be a fraudulent Speaker,

We wish many Happy New Years to the
Hon. Hexny WarTersoN, and may the wild
horses on which he |8 roaming about never
throw him and never.kick him. Hels com-
petent to do the kloking himself, and with
deapateh and vigor.

To all the o tarift sluggers and Indus-
trious, devoted Cobdenites we wish as many
Happy Now Years as they are capable of
spending with enjoyment to themselves and
profit to the rest of mankind,

But when all personal good wilshes have
been wished and all free trade healths drunk,
the protubersat and invingble fact remains
that if 1608 Is fo be & Happy New Year for

% [

o united, seosible, practioal, conclliatory,

sane Demooracy a Happy New Year!

Woprinted yeaterday a lottar from a re-
apseted correspondent, who I8 & member of
Distriot Assembly No. 49 of the Enights of La-
bor, After expreasing his contempt of the in-
famaous Home Club, which has long controlled
that body, bo makes reforanoe to Its futile boy-
cott upon Tur S8uw, and takes occasion to try
0 relleve Mr. Powornuy from tHé odlum it
bas brought upon all conesrned In It, by say-
Ing that* he (Powpgnrry] had no more to do
with it than the most obscuro memberin Texas
or Dakota.” This will not do. Mr, Powpen-
LY was not ome of the origioal boy-
cotting conaplrators who met In Troy
Inst spring; but our correspondent ovor-
looks the fact that Mr, PowpnEnry was the
President of the Minnenpolls Goneral Assembly
of October laat, at which the boyoolt was sus.
tained, confirmed. and ordered to be anforeed,
And Mr, PowpgaLny took the wrong slde, for he
upheld the insensate and dastardly action of
the originnl consplrators, under olrcumstances
which prevent us from relloving him from his
shars of ths responsibility for it. He took this
courss In oftler to feed tho malice of the Homeo
Club,and as & menns of seeuring its support
for other moasures (n the Interest of the ruling
ring. His friends would doubtlesa like to white-
wash his anclean netlon {n this matter, but It
oannot be done, He branded himself with the
very brand whose marks have brought dlsgrace
to the original consplrators Im the Home Club,

Mr, Wirniam TRAVERS JEROME, & new
deputy asslstant of District Attorney Frrrows,
belng named after the Inte Winviam It Thav-
ERS, {8 the son of Mr, Lawnexce Jxnoms, He
Is a graduate of Amherst College and of the
Columbla Law School, and has for several
yoars been engeged In active practios ln New
York. Besldos belng Imbued with the liboral-
Ism of the Ninetesnth Contury Club, of which
he s Becretary, he enjoys the advantage of
being & Demoorat by Inheritance and convio-
tion, nnd will doubtless be a creditable mem-
ber of the staff of brilllant youhg Domocrnts
with which the new District Attorney hins offi-
olally surrounded himself.

We scarcely need invite attention to the
lotter of our London correspondent, who de-
soribes In another part of this papor the
wretchedness endured by & considerablo por-
tion of the peonle of London—the poor who ars
outof work and cannot find it. or the still more
pitiable paople who will not work and llve by
begging, If lfe it can be called,

The distress seems to us extraordinary, and
we shull not attempt to helghten the palntul
Impresslon crented by our correspondent's do-
soription. The fact that In the last week of
last Baptembor thers were (n Epgland nearly
three-quartars of a milllon of paupers, and
that more than ninety thousand of them were
In London, s a terrible lllustration of the con-
trasta that stlll mark the highest development
of clvilization In the great capital of the globe,
where the newest theories of Polltical Economy
have found thair full application In the vaunted
doctrines and practioes of free trade.

Thank Gop such horrible pletures of wretch-
ednoss oannot be paralleled In this land.

Mr. A.H, Rotuxeof Norway, Minn., writes
to Tae Bux in this manner:

“In my last letter I predicted earthqoake Dec B0,
Jan, 3, Jan. 17 and 18, Jan 27. and Fab. 1. There ls be-
eides ground for earthquakes Jan. | and Jan, 10, = = =

The Norway prophet openly confesses that
his last prophecy was a fallure, and he wishes
to amend It What sort of a prophet is he?
He I8 no prophet. He should be suppressed,
and repudiated by all never-say-die prophots
who boldly stick to thelr old prophectes liko
bulldogs, whoether the earthqunkes come or not.

Happy New Year to New York! With
Mayor HEwrrr and Col Fxrviows and all the
other wise men and true to govern you, and
only a few bothersome CoMsTocxs and QUINNS
and MoaTs to disturb yowu, this will bea twelve- |
month to look proudly back on.

And to big young Brother Brooklyn, Happy
New Year! Lucky like New York in haviog
Demooratio officars, and growing like a weed,
this will be & aplendid year for you

Happy New Year. littlea Washington, seat of
Democratie power. which this year will hold no
Mugwump alloy. Twice blest in having a Dem-
oaratie Presldent, and with him a lady idolized
by all, may nothing but bad weather, and little
of that, mar the four seasons noxt to comn,

Happy New Year to anclent Boston, supreme
on the wave and in the ring. C you ure
to lose no glory In the approaching year, since
no ane has challenged your seamen and nono
can whip your slugger.

To distant New Orleans and Ban Francisco
all the returns of the day. Beyond our reach
by telephone, yet as truly In the family, nod as
much beloved as any citles, you will turn the
year around to sult yourselves, keeplng hot
when we are cold, and losing all the bobbing
and tobogganing; but you will enjoy your-
selves, mnke money, and grow apace, or our
good wishes count as naught.

Happy New Year to Tar Evexixo Sux, bright-
est, morriest, newslest, and most original of
ovening papers. Much of the joy of the com-
ing year will be wnat you will shed. May you
keep as far nhead of all your rivals another
yoar a8 you have In the past.

Aud to the readers of Tag Bux the happlast
of happy leap years! More power to the strong
among you, Mlore cournge to the brave, more
besuty to the belles, more clothes to the dudos,
more pay to the workers, more profits to the
Invostors, more votea to tha Democrats, bettor
health to the woenk,and good digestlon snd
olenr conscioneces to all, partioularly to the
young unmarried ladies; for it is leap yoar,
and they may ask for what they want without
offence,

e et

The Fact Plalaly Declared,
From the Aldanmy Journal

Tre New York Bon thinks it time to
deny tho statement that thore hns ever beon
an understanding between Gov, HIll and I'rosi-
dent Cloveland *'thnat the former ahould not
[nterposo ageinst the second-term campalsn of
the lutter.”

Tax Bun says, with remarkable explicitness,
that "thers is no obligntion, moral, politioal,
ar per l.in q of an understand-
ing with President Cloveland which precludes
Gov, Hill from belng a candidate for Prosident
in 1888,"

Tus Bux tells the truth. The shrewdest po-
litheal observers slroady soe that events ure
rapidly shaping themselves In such & way as
to abundantly justily TEE BUN's stalement,

Tuere Cun Be—There Inl

THE EDITOR OF THE !‘lu'!lﬁ—f;':r ¥| *r:tkloed
Mrileis andad. - &“iﬁ:ﬁﬁ:ﬁ' ;'::lrlo‘ﬁnﬂ.'!' 1s {hat oor:
"ﬁ‘.{_ ;lm Wiere be a Mra. I'r w‘ vt Wi

Not only can there bo 8 Mrs. Prosident Cloves
|and, but, happlly, there {8 one. Bhe has of
coursa no ofMclal title fixed by stutute, yet her
husband |s Mr. President, and there Is no more
sorrect or more conveplent way of epeaking of
her than to use the same satyle. Mareover,
custom hns long sunotionsd it. Everybody says
Mrs. Benator Camoron, Mrs, General HBherman,
and 80 on. It I8 all rlght.

¥Yeace ln Memphis,
From (he Memphis Avalanche,

As a result of consultation by mutual friends,
Mr. J M. Keating and Mr. A. B Plekett have nrrived at
& sallafsctory suderstanding of the wroubls bsiwsen
them The word “lis" was uesd by the dppeal under
the Lpression that the word “ wralior * was used by the
Avalanche in & parsonal semss.  As such Mr. Ploketd
says was not the ntention, the word “lie " lo withdrawn

o & perssnsl sense. 4. M. Keanse,
A. B Pickern

Gelag ta Pleces.
;.F:L Lt:m. £ }1':“.'-‘:'95‘:%}?“ gulde—Are they

No. slr, the solss you hear (s the bursting of
m&&m ¥
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como ow m soamrr |

Trinity Church chimes drew the usual
erowd of all sorts and sonditions of men, wemen,
and children to the hend of Wall strest Iast
night. There wero private carriages, cabs,
hansoms, omnibusos, and n erowd of tramps,
&nmins, plekpookets, curloity seokers, and re-
speatable cltisens suoh na no country (n the
world but this would bring so far for so little
roason. And yet, fn #pite of whistles, trumpets,
and amall boys, there was n moniontary hush
upbn the ale as the ancient of days @athered
the yenr that wo have known und loved or
hatod. n= tho ense may be, (nto tha groat store-
houso of the past, followed by shoutas of wols
coms when ohimes and clock proclalmed that
tho Now Yonr was born Into the world,

The last woek of the yonr has boen glven up
as usual to the junlfor division of soolety's
brignde, who at numerous dances and Christ
mas traes have had all the plonsure they exe
pectod, and perhaps rathor more than was
goold for them,  Mrs, Bradloy Martln, Mrs, Oor-
vellus Vandorbiit, and Mra, Fredorio Gallatin
hnve had partios for ahildron and halt growns,
which diffored but lttle exospt In the earlier
hours observed from the sumptuous entortain-
mounts given in the snmo houses for grown peo-
ple. Indosd, itis a common saying among so=
cloty girls whoso linos have fallen In the world's
ploasantest places,that ut no subsequent perfod
have they had the good times which came
to thoem whon midway In thelr teens. Dano-
ing clusses and gormans in tho winter, tennis
mutches, bathing, riding, and driving partios la
the summer, with tho companionstip of bright,
manly boys still unkpoiled and unfottered by
canventionalities, with just s dawning of sen=
timent now and thon to give color to the fun.
mnke a pleasant If not absolutely useful ase
compuniment to lecluros on sclence and phl-
lusophy, nnd invest evon the practising of
scalos and five-finger exercipes with a tings of
romance. Many wise and prudent matrons
think that girls who aro within & year or two
of their coming out are all the better for this
proliminary training. The minlature theatre
In whiclh they move tenohes them repose of
manuer, eoll-restraint, wnd that Inevitable
velling of the thoughts nnd feelings which s
not decait, but which no man or woman on the
world's greut stage, ba they ever so honost, can
hope to do withbut. For the little chlldren, on
the contrary. no good mother deslres any suoh
experianco; thoy grow old too fastas it {s, and
had better stick to thelr dolls and thelr hobby
horses, thelr Santa Claus and nursary tales,
without nny mingling of soclal gayety.

From tho Adlrondacks to Tuxedo there is
ponroniy s place of summer resort that has nog
been utilized durlog the Inst week by {ts hote
weather patrons for & chance of coasting, skate
ing, and tobograning, and for the ventilation
of tholr lungs by oxygen from the mountain
tops, Lenox has been knooked slmost Into the
middle of lest Beptember by parties who have
taken Curtia’'s by storm, ordered out all the
horses In his stables, and ordored in all those
that had becn turned loosa for the wintar, to iy
with them over the smooth snowy roads im
any cart, wagon, or buggy that could be put
upon runners. If tha Duke of Marlborough,
who propounced Lenox the most fascinating
pinco in tho United Btates, and who showed
such a mhrvellons affoction for the oldest and
shabblest vehicles that the vlllage stables
boasted, could hnve been there during the last
waoek, he would have been more dellghted with
the Berkshire village than ho wns when he saw
ftin its parti-colored autumn dress, For, like
many another man who has drained the cup of
worldly pleasurea to Its drogs, the Duke has
tho keenost appreciation of nature's simplest
means and saources ol enjoymont,

It bus beon a gula week nt Tuxedo, and
thosa who_ ara fortunato enough tQ be among
ita elub members have had uninterrupted en-
joyment of outdoor sports, without any of the

‘drawbnoks and hardships which seekers after

thoan plonsures In unadultorated country
fashion are somotimes called upon to endure.
Where tralned attendants are in readiness to
adjust nnd remove skatos, whors blazing fires
and delicnto refreshments are always at hand
to relleve tho pangs of eald and bunger, whare
dlelghs and horses convey the coaster and to-
bogganer from the bottom of the alide to the
top, thon the reflnement of * roughing it* is
attolned, and the mountalneor becomes &
sybarite on skates or in enow shoes. Last
uight wos expected to be the gayest of the
weok, as many went up who were detalned at
home by the olaimsof ehlldren and family
parties on Christmas Eve. The mueh-talked-
of grab bag wns therefore postponed, and was
expected to form a fonture of last night's jollid-
cation. It turns out, howover, to be more of &
lottory than & grab, as It wos arranged that
tiokets should bo sold and one person only ba
allowed to put his hand in nnd draw the pack-
ngus out. Evory package was numbered, and
the holders of tickets received those that core
responded with the number they had bought.

Thers has becn genulne enjoyment, with
much Joss formality than of old, st the Club
Houss during this hollday week. Toboggan uni-
forms have superseded droess sults in the aven<
Ing, and aven the ladies have substituted sllk
and cloth morning attire for full evening dresa,
Unmarriod mon have been as searce here as
elsowhoro, Mr, E. . Morgan, Mr. Fernande
Yznega, and Mr, Pater Marld belng almost the
anly ones unfottored by family tles. Not that
the married men aro absolutely without ine
terest in the epportunities and spplinnoes for
Nirtation which Tuxedo life so liberally supe
plies. Ass bright young matron remarked,

“ They are all quite ready and willing to avail
themsolvos of the sccommodation tralns on
the rallroad of love. culling sweets at every
stopping place, but obliged to be shunted off
before Hymen's altur s reached.” '

Tho mysterious woy in which young society
men aroe efncing themselves this winter, and |
absolutely refusing Invitstions which hisherto
they have boen eager to secure, is a matterof
wonderment in social ecircles. A gentloman ¥
who is one of the oldest of the Patrinrohs des ;i
clared lie could not gat & young man to sccept *
his (nvitetions to the recent ball, and, after bee
Ing soven times refussd, he gave it up, and )%
sent the cards to his doughter's young friends. -

To-morrow the city will be nearly deserted ,yi.
by tho gay world. There will be u reception as '}
the uow Country Club at Orange, plgeor'snd
shooting ot Pelbum and Tuxedo, skatlngh!t
and toboggnning at all nlaces where there ar
ponds or slldes, and gonoral holiday makip °""
evorywhore. Tuesday morning will see ’l'ﬂ-"‘-'
change and a goneral returnof the runawe, rﬂ‘&
Miss Remsen's mnarrioge to Mr. Manioe 4.
oceupy the afternoon, and the great New Ha Waikh
ball will fill up the night and the early honnt,!.,h
tho followlng day. e

Mr, Egerton Winthrop's supper-dance om
Waldnenday evening will be the next feativity
in ordaer, und op Thursday eveniog will come
tha Churity ball, The sale of boxes and tiokets
wtill gues on, only two being now lelt of the
former. and seats In the dress olrols belog
engorly sought for at 8 ench.

No fuult ean be found with the rieh of New
York In the matter of their gifts and charitisa,
Within the last few weeks the Canper Hos-
pital, which was bullt and endowed by one of
the clty's rlchest [amilles, bas opened its doors
to the slok and suffering, and on Thursday lask
the large addition to Willlam H. Vandorblit's
bullding for the Colloge of Physiclans und Bur-
goeons, and which Is dedicated to his memory
by the pious act of his rons nnd daughter,
was nlso presonted to the eity. Too much
praiso can hardly bo given to Mra William
wloune for hor graeeful unid womanly gift. The
dewd will carry Its rowand with it, for pothing
that money will buy can ever give the solld and
suprems content of knowing that every day of
hor lile her munificencs Is purolissing comfars
for those who but for her would suffer,

The exodus to Europs seams 1o bhe commanos
g tuls yonr carlior than ever. Yestorday's
stonuiers took vut & number of well-known 8o~
ciety people, aud the present month will wit-
ness tho departure of Mr, and Mra. Adolf Laden-
burg snd Admiral and Mra Charles H, Baldwin,
Eurly ln Mureh Mr, and Mre, Bradley Martis,
who have only just returned, will sgain go
abroad to spend some weeks in Home, which i
fast taking the place formerly hald by Parls as
& plaoo of winter resort Lo
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