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: AUME MNEW EBOOKA

The Cyclopedin of American HMlography,

Thesixth and coneluding volume of Apple-
ton's Cyclopmidid of American Biography, editad
by Jamen Graxr Witkox and Jong Fisxe, s
partioularly rich In contributions Important by
reason of thelr subjects or rendered Interest-
ing by the reputation of the writers, Hera wo
hive, for (nstancs, lleas of George Washing-
ton, by Mebart 0. Winthrop Iwhn also con-
tributes a short blogrmphy of his ancestor,
John Winthron); of Daniel Webnter and John
Tyler, by John Fiske: of Martin Van Buron, by
Dr. 3.0, Welling; of Zachary Tarlor, by Jeffer-
won Davie: of Bamusl J. Thden, by Andrew H.
Gresn; of Gen, George H. Thomus, by Col
Hoanry Stone: of John 0. Whittler, by James
Tiuseall Lowsll; of Bir Henrey Vane, the Young-
or, by Jamen Kandall Hosmer, and of tha smi-
nent Amerioan lexicographers, Noah Webstor
and Josenh K Worvester. by Dr. Rosaltar Jolin-
son. We would also direct attention to the
nkotchen of George Tleknor, of Jefrles Wy-
man, of H. 1, Thorean, and of the Winthrop,
¥an Rensselner, and VYan Cortland families,
Altogethior, this volume represents an Amazing
amount of well-direetad ressnreh and crilioiem
by the most compolent hande, We may add
thal the supplement, somprising somo thirty
pages, and allottad to parsons omitted In the
body of the work, Inoludes, rurlously enoukh,
the name of President Botamin Harrlson.

We obaarve that Mr, Winthrop, In his lifo of
Waslington. saya hut little nbout his subject's
English aneeatry, on the sufMoiont ground that
soveral questlons of genenlugy remaln un-
solved. All we know with certalnty Is that
John Washington (the grent mgromdfather of
George), who haa roslded at South Cave, In
the East Ridlpg of Yorkshlm, eamo over to
Wirglnia with his brothor Andrew In 1057, e
must have broughit a cartaln amount of monoey
with him. for he purchasad lands anough to he-
come an extensive nlanter, [f seoms, however,
that the Washingion famlly could not have
beld n high placs among the Tidownter aris-
toeracy: otherwlse, the children woull huve
had larger educational opoortunitivs. Up 1o
the ago ol 12 George Washington's only In-
structor was o psrish sexion, and althoungh
subssquontly up to his 16th yaar, when he
finally left sohool, he had & somewhat battor
qualifiad Instructor, he learned nothing exeent
reiding, writing, nnd arithmetio, with a little
geomatry and surveying, This at s time when
contoemporary Virginlan youth of gond frnily

were sent abrond to study at the Engiish vii- |

worsitios or the Tnna of Court, and at the very
Yeast mutriculnted at Willlsmn and Mary Cal.
loge, In fipe, Georgo Washingion as u young
man was probably even wore Imputiectly
educated than Patriek Henry, who Lad man-
aged to maueter the rudinents of the law aud
togain admission to the bar. He was, howevor,

as well educatod, perhans, ns most English |

Inds intended for the naval or mililary service; |
and Mr. Winthrop reminds us that It was |

owlag to hise mother's Influence that Goorgo
rofused & midshipunn's warrant obtsined for
him by a hall brother when he wne fourteen
yoars old, Weo may bo sure that, had thils war-
rant boen nocepted, Goorga Wishington would
never have scrved under the Continoutul Cou-
grese. It i very lmprobablo that he would
bave thrown up hls commlssion to entor the
erervice of the vevolted colunies,

Mr. Winthrop's account of Washington's
first insururation is full of detaile which will
prove sspecinlly intervsting nt this thine, Ou
the alleged indebtedness of Washiogton to
Hamllton and others in resyect of many of his
lotters, addrosses, and oMelal papers Mr. Win-
throp dops not touch. We think, indeod, that
this biographicnl mrticle, admrablo us it |« in
most particulars, might heve beon more in-
etrustive had it been less conventionally eulo-
gistie. Fodense a cloud of myths has collecrod
mabout Washington that it Is needful, now aud
then, to cast alittle shadow on his lineaments
in order to bring out their hnman traits. No
ane will dispute that Mr. Winthrop's panegyric
1s true.so far as it goes. but doss it contnin the
Whole truth, and do we really guin anything by
transforming a soldisr snd patriot into a demi-
®od 7

It seems to us that Mr. John Fiske algo, In
bls roview of the life of Danlel Webster, writes
rather as an ingenious nnd eloquent advocate
than us a disInterested historinn looking binck
from the sobering distance of forty years,
Thus the biographer essuys Lo reconecile Wob-
ster's frea-trade speech of 1524 with the pro-
teotionist policy which he supported in LK24,
and afterwnrd throughout bis life. Tho faut,
of courss. is that the peeuniary Intorests of his
Mussachusetts constituents bhad shifted lrop
oune slde to the other of the question of pro-
teotlon, mnd unless Webster Lad veered
with them he must bove abandoned
n  politieal carser. But Webstor was o
lawyer bofore ho beeame n politleian, und the
Iawyer In poiities i veldom n model of Ndelity
toprinciple. Mr. Fiske. indeed. admits thit,
in Webster's controversy with Calhoun regaid-

| " Floyd lreaon™

jog the noturs of the union fored by the |

Constitution and the existenco of o rlcht of
spcesslon, tho former's historfenl argiment

was o somo places weak. Ie portine:tly udds f

that the auestion was not so sinple as it ap-
penared tothe disputants. The theorles nnd In-
tentionsof 1789 wereone thing, tho facts of 1889
anothor. It {s not an easy for the blographer
to justify, as he tries to do. Webstor's remuining
in Tyler's Cabinot (after the Whiga of Massa-
chusoatts hud declared Tyier no longer 8 mom-
ber of the purty), or 10 vindients the motives
which prompted the famous Tth of Mareh
6peech.: On the whole, the tenor of this article
is anachronistic, for thers are few surviving
votaries of the once forvent Wobstor cult,

Like the suthor of the life of Tsler lately
yubliehed in the " Amerlcan Statesmen ' series,
Mr. Flake showa a disposition to make swends
to the tenth Presldont lor (he dopreclation and
awpersion of  which he  tins been  for
noarly half & century a victitn, The pres-
eot blogeapher poinis out that I'yler wa= in
no sense & tradtor to the Wlhig party, Ie hind
never proteniduil to be o Whig, nnd ho was nom-
fnnted for the Vico-I'resldency on the Harrison
tleket, with the avowed nlm of winning support
from the dlsulfectod Democrats. Moreover, tho
Conventlon which nominated bim adopted uo
platfuri, Tyler ran, thereforo, o bls rocord,
agd be bed uniformly expressad the convie-
tion that w United States bank was vnconstilu-
tional, The completencss of the victory which
U'yler galned over the advoeatos of u bank (s
shown, &s Mr. Fiskoe rocalls, by the fact thut not
& word was sald about the baok question in
the Whig platform of 1844, It s trus that
Tyler falled to obtaln the Democratio
nomination In the last-mentionsd year,
but his friends aod the supportors of his
Texas programme were strong enough in the
Demoeratio Convention to defent Yan Duren,
and he managed by an outside nominstion to
coarcs the Demoerate into formally inviting
him to rejoin their party. Mr, Fiske. In short,
makes it clear that, consldered as & politiclan,
Tyler was by no means a fallure, Hs was more
oonslstent than most of his contempuraries in
publio Ufa. Even bis advouacy ol an ordinance
of socesalon In the Virglnla Convention in 1861
was an example of conaistency, for In the deys
of nullification, while desming coorclon inex-
pedient, ho had always pronounced coerclon
indelonsible.

In Dr, Welllng's sketch of Martin Van Buren,
a8 lo the Life of the same distingulshed politl-
clan in the " American Btatesmen " serlon, we
recognize & c¢reditable willlognoss to render
Justies to & man long vilifled and misunder-
6tood, From the suthor's final eatimate of his
subjent’s corcer and chinracter we quols sonw
seutonces, noticeable allke for penetration and
fmpartinlity of view, and for nostnoss of ex-
presslon, ™ Fertile in the contrivance of means
for the attalnment of the public ends which he
deomed dosirable, he was oalled the little
magiolan  from the deftnoss of his
touch in politles. But combinlog the
stutesmun’s foreslght with the politiclan's
thet, ho showed his sagacity rather by sosking
& tgurity for his views than by folluwing the
views of & mpjority. Aeccused of non-com-
mittalism, and with some show of resson in
tbe sarly stagos of his career, It was oply as lo
wen snd minor measures of policy that be

practired & prudent relisenes. On questlons
of doeper prinelple he boldly took ths unpopu-
lur «idp = * * Dispenaing patronags ne
cording to the recelved enstam of bin timos. ho
yot maintalnad a high standard of anpoint-
mant. * ¥ ° Asastatesman he had his com:
plete fagot of aplnlons, to which he adliered In
wvll of good report.”

1n conneetion with thisestimatant Van Barsn
it Is appoclally Instetctive to rond the short life
of his most eminont disolple, Bamuel 1, Tilden,
contributed to this volume by the closest of |
Tilden's murviving frlends, Mr. Andrew I,
Crean. Wo enn only wish that Mr. Green had
glven un nn oxtended blography Insteml of the
oulilne which oceuplos only & page and n hinlf,

All the princlpal  events, however, of
Tilden's Hle ars indieated, naod the |
nuthor bears his  welghly testimony to

Lwo facta which have sometimes bLoan dis-
puted: Arst that Cildon was opposed to the
Eleotoral Commisaion. bellevingin ' the exelu-
sive jurisdiction of the two Houses to euunt the
olectoral votes by tholr own servants and
undar such Instruction ns they migbt deem
propor to mive:" and, secondly, that his de-
termination was flaed in 1850 ne well ns 1854
not to be agaln & eandidnte for the Presidency,

In the three pages allotted to Gen, Thomns
wo flnd traoed with eolearness and keen anpre- |
cintion the remarkable series of achinvements
that, beginning with the engnagement at Mill
Bprings (deseribod na ™ tho first real victory
for the natlonal cause slnce tho disaster ot
Bull ftun "), cnlminated In the declsive batile of
Naoshvlllo on Dec, 15 and 16, 1864, which* over-
throw the last orennlzed Confedernte nrmy in
the Southwest." [Duo stread s laid on the in-
torvening nctions at Murfreesboro and Chieka-
mangns, whers Thomas hold his groumd, al-
though the right of the national nrmy was
sweopt away. Col. Stone Lrings out the facts
that Thomas was Lhoroughly trained in all do-
partments of his profession, so that when he
wan placed In command of o corps he lind had
personal experience of ovory arm of the ser-
vlee, and that* when the war ended he waos |
the only goneral officar of high rank and dis-
tinetion texcept Sheridan nnd Haneoek) who |
bad served uninterruptod!y in tho army."”

Although tho aketeh of Whittler, for which
thoe editors ol this volume nre indobted to Mr,
Lowell, covers but s pnge and o hall, it is en-
riehed with many an llumiontive eomment,
nnd suggested rathor than formulnted oriti-
elsm, whleh Unger in the memory, Nemindiog
us that Whitifer Is a Quaker, unid recalling the
fact thiat the firkt of his forefathers who joined |
the Soclety ol Friends becnmo n convert at
timn when that eect wns severoaly persoointed
in the colony of Maseachusetts Bay, Mr. Lowell
opinea that “thers iy b something  of
Derwdity In thoe unsworving constaney of Whit.
tier tounpopilnr oplowona”  Senin alludipg '
to Whittier's roliglious views, Mr, Lowell deoms
it “worth remnrking thut the nelivr gunlitios
ol Lho Puritans bave powbere found such nile-
qunte Hierary expresnion sineoe Milen ns in
this moamber of a rcet whicl they dbd thelr ut-
mout o suppress,”  Apnrepos of Whittler's re-
vienl of the legeads of his neigliboriiomd,
In pronounesd " umong the
test of modern Lallads, surpas=sed by nono
eave Seolt, il even Ly him." Mr. Lowell dows
not omit to elhironiels Lhe lnterssting duel-
dents that Whittler’s ambitlon to Leconio s
poot was awakened In  him. avoroprintely
enough. by o copy of Duria’s poems, and
that he flrst ecelve] encouragoment frowm
Wilitam Lioyd Garrison, who pubiisaed souma
of Whittfer's Immaturs experiments In vorae in
is paper at Nowburyport. Dut, aithoael the
Llogeapher hing no doubt tiat these pleasan!
relntions with Garrlaon hnd something 6 da
with Whittler's oenllstinont In the antb-sinvory
crusnde, s notes that the post relused 1o o'
low his [riend In ""the renuneintion of polit el
netion as ono means of veloim,” umd thae,
" when the civil war was impewling, lio woulld
huve evaded It, if possible, by nny eonecssion
short of surrender.”

The nopularity of Whittier, who io this re-
fport was second (0. Loogiellow alonws nimope
Amerionn poets, Is attributed by Mr Lowell
partly to “'the nobly simple chorscter of the
wan, trapaparent through bis verse,” and |
partly to the fact that ** s powtry, concerning
itself chiefly with the obvious aspects of iifo
and rpeculation, bas kopt eluso to the highest |
lavels of the averugoe thought aud sentimont.” |
To the same effect wo read later thont " he doals
with slmpio motives and with experiences
common to ull, aud seoordingly bis scenery
iwhethor of tho outward or the loward aye is
domestleally welcome to all his country men.
* ¢ One feels that Itisa nsighbor who is
apeaking."” Detwoen Whittier und Cowper Mr.
Lowell findes " many poluta of spirituel likonoss,
especinlly in thelr unmeinpbysiviced love of
outward nature, their austerity tempoered
with playiul bumer, and in that humonay
which establinhes a tie of alleotionnio com- |
vanionship betwesn them nnd thelr rond- |
era” Tue Vlographor wdds thot ©* Whittier hns
done as mueh lor the seenery of Now Fogland
ns Heott for that of deotland.” Me, Lowell’s
concluding ecomment is that * ¢ue quinity above
nilothors In Whittier—his innate and npstudiod
Ametleanism—haa rendersd him ulike nceopt-
able to hin covntrymen nud o his kindred bo-
yom! the een. '

Twn conclusive ransons are mentioned hy
Mr. Hesmer for the Inolasion of the name of
Hir Henry Vane o n evelomedin of American
Blography. In 1036, at the aye of 24, Vane was
vhospn Governor of the Colony of Massachu-
solts Bar, and throogh bis influence subse- |
ruently exerted in England, the llhot\p Island
chartor wns in large moeasurs secured. How
incorruptible Yane was in sn ngo of corraption
fs uttested by the memorable fact thut, having
lieen made Treasurer of the Nuvy in 1640, he
turned over to Parliament the feas of his offles,
£30,000 n year—an lunnense sum in the middle
of the seventeenth century—ileeming, he suld,
such a ravenus too great for a sulject. The
indopendence of the man {8 forelbly demon-
strated by his dellaneo of Charles 1, lils fm- |
priccnment under Cromwaell, snd his sxecution
under Charles 11,

There are points of likoness in the lives of
the two Americun lexicographers, Noali Web-
sterand Joseph E, Worcester, Doth in Lhelr
boybvod worked on a farm, both graduated at
Yuie Collegs, both for some yours aftorward
taught school, and both deveted the greater
part of their lives to the productivn of educa-
tional books, Of Webster's spelling book, lrat
publishied o 1789, 64,000,000 coples have vecn
published, Woreester's histerical compondia
alsobud @ great sale, Oddly enocugl, whon we
remomber thut Worcester was twenty-six
yours younger, bis (lrst essay o lexioogruphy
(un edition of Johpnson's Dictlonnry) wus pub-
lished (o the same year (1825) in which Web-
ster brought out bis * Americsn Dictlonary of
the Ungltsh Language” It was not untll
16030 that Worcester's groat au, o " Dietlon-
ary of the Epglish Language” ap, arcd, The
differonce between the princlple on which
thess works were originally produced is aee
curately stated by Dr. Hossiter Johnson:
" Worcester endeavored slmply to represent
the Eoglish languoge us It was, whilo Wobster
tried to fmprove it and set it forth os he
thought It oushbt to be." Dut, ns be saya, thoe
later aditions of Webster have eo far departod
from {ta original plan that there is now but
littlo difference us regards essential aualities
between the two lexlvons.

The clrcumstance s often overlooked that ol-
though Goorge Picknor, ons of the grostest
scholars thas this countey bas produced. Ls, Uke
Looglellow, commonly nssoclated with Hwrvard
(becauss they both held the professorship of
wodorn langunges und Ntorature In that inati-
tution]) he grstdunted eleewhore, nomely, nt
Dartmouth. After taklug hils degree in 1607,
Tleknor spent the next eight yoars muinly in
sulf-directed study, but 1n 1815 he went 1o Git-
Ungen and remaloed four years In Korope,
applylng blmsed! o & oritical exnmination of
the chle! national lteratures. Ho ovruught
home with him s brary which in time grew to
be the most raluable privite collection in the
United States. It was particularly rich in
books relating to Bpalu, and Ticknor's studies
wers gradunlly concentrated (n this diesction
His " History of Bpanish Litersature,” which
wis first publigbed just forty years ago, is oue
of the [ew books of its kind which has not beeu

I suporseded, It remaine what Humboldt ealled

it, & muatarpises.

Wo hinve reservad forthe last an article which
for wovern! romsons In likely to prove the
most attenctive Lo curlosity In this vole
ume- Wo refor to tho blography of ['resi-
dent Zochary Taylor by his son-in-law,
Jefareon Davia. It apponrs that, ns in the
enso of Jackson and Willlam Henry Har-
fison, Taylor's lack of education was sxag-
garnted In the lmprossions current among his
contemporation. Lt is true that in hils youth he
Lnd but meagre opportunities of obiaining
Instraetion.  Hut he taught himsslf many
things with which he 1s not popularly supposed
to hinve boon conversnnt. Mr. Davia tolls us,

| for axampls, that he had “oxtensively studind

both anelent and modern history. especinlly
tao Eoglish,” und the faot isrecorded that ** hia
roply to Beeratary Marey's striotures In regard
to tho oapitulation of Monterey.” which, owing
Lo its vigor of thought and grace of oxpresslon,
had bLeen attributed to o mombor of his staff,
“wwas weltten by Gen, Taglor's own hamdin
the open ale by the camp firo at Vietoria,
Mexfco.” To Taylor's Integrity Lis mon-in-
law poys the tollowing tributa: ** Nepotism had
with bl no quarter, So strict wis he that to
L@ a rolative was an obstacle to appointment,
Gen, Winflold Seott relatod to the writer an
ancedote that may appropriately olose this
skotel, e snld ho had remarked to his wifa
that Gion. Taylor was an upright man, to which
ghe repliad, “He ia not;' that ho Inslsted kis
long woquaintance with Lim should enable him
to judge Letter thian she, But she persisted in
hor doulal, nnd he askod:

“Then what mannor of man s he? when
sho responded, “1le Is n dowaright man,'"

M. W. H.

The Poet oI’ Fate nnd Wine.
One of the mest Interesting problems in

literature (4 to delermine whetlier the real

name of o eortin lyrie poot nnd epiourenn
vhtlosopher of the frst order of genlus Is
Gihlas uddin Abul fathah Qpur, of Edward
Fitrgerald. Omar was a ersian. born in the
elevnnth century, nnd dead carly In the twelfth,
He Livoed thireo hundred years Lefore Chancor,
Pitzgernld was an Englishman of tho nine-
teonth evntury, a collego mnate of Toennyaon
and of Thaekeray, Ho published anonymously
in 1508 whit purported to be nmetrical trans-
latfon of sofme of the rubniyat, or quatrains,
of Umare, Un that verslon by Filzgeenld roals

L the postic lame of Omar Khayyam, 8o far ay |
Thero |

the modern estimate Is concorned,
buve bean other translations sinee then in
Fugliah, Franch, and German, but the poet
thut this Western world of the nloeteenth con-
tury knows as Omar Shayyvam ls, 20 1o speak,
ihmur plus Flitgzern'd. How niueli s Cmar
and how mueh Fitzgerald *

The seope ol the vuestion ns tothe relativa
rerflormunees of artglantor and trunslator will
bo made plado by o supposititions cose, Sup
pose thint Horaro—the poer of Omaes Fltzgeeald
in nonte auahities, the mlorior 1o others—hud
wiitten in alatsnues tiat rendered his Odes
praetieally Insecessiblo untdl the mbddle of the
prescnt contury.  Sunjose him discoverod and
introduved to the Euglisher poakiog public ina
meleical voesdon by Martin Parquhne Tupper
The povtie rank of Horieo i lunediately hxp,
ani tixed onthe wrong levol, by this unfortu-
ite eficumstines,
voive W Tupperized Horaco any better than
Tupper hiwsell, No erlife estoems Horare-
Tunpor, Mo lover of genuine pootry rends him,
Noteuo pott cares todook him up in the crle-
foal sud resder bhim anew,  Tho golden yessel
lins been !
tho=plated thing Hornes remmaing to the eves of
the worlil.  On toe other band, supoose, under
the witpie eonditivas, that Movius, or Bievius,
or any bud dlth-rute poct ool the Angustan
o hes the eaps goadd Tortund o Lo
nuraribed nnd adopiad by somo Wnonvinous
Hyron or ‘Toanyson of Browning, whio, using
the slmost jorgotien name as 4 musk and the
wretebod Latin fragmonts 0s s preleat pros

| fourth, nud somoljmes

I nold, the stress tnlling on the It

It 4 fepossilile to con- ..

Inted by the transivor, and o |

veeds to hnng upon the luiter all the wealth of |

o truly great poetie Indivituality.  Mievius.
Browoing. !el us say, bursls upon she view of
the ninrteonth cantury as Mavius; ths Brown-
ing prrt of the combinntion is unknown or {g-
nored. In this ¢ase the base metal is coversd
thick with the gold, For all time lo come
¥ 1a-lirowning lgures as Msvios, and the
world budls Muvius as 8 grewt poet reelalmed
{rom oblivion and establisbod in his righttul
maer in the temple of {ame. It beeomes the
faskion for the knowlug ones to exalt Mavius
above the re oznl-ed suthors of the world's lit-
erature, Aasvius bs in vogue, there is n Moovins
ault, and students go to the orlgionl only to
Mod new beautior tn o text which |s conven-
tlonally aporeeluted not on s own moerits, but
b Lo valto of the transintor’s geulus. I sub-
roquoent versicus ln Enelish fall to bear out the
flest Imprvsaion of Monvius's grentness, the fact
ie oielly exwpliined. The old poot Las fullen
lato dncompeteat hands: for has not a certain
Drowning =nown by hl= taithtul and intelllgent
translation what marveilous morit there really
i& In the orlicinal ¢

While this suprposes nn exirome case, jt
serioe bo lllustrate the Importasee of the ques-
thon ws botween Omor Khayyam and bis trans-
Intor, Fitygernld. Has the Englishivan merely
sunbiled us to de simple justice to the gonius
of the Verslun, and {8 he eotitled, therefore,
woly tosueh erodit as belongs to a useful if
somewhnt mochiunleal perfofmance ¢ Or bhas
the Englishman’s gentus magnoifiod and relined
nnd glorified the oualitfes which it found in
Clmour, caring nothing for its own fame; aud
was Fdward Fltzgerold, in fact, one of ths
rirest nod trucet poets of modern times?

1n.

The essontial facts about Omar Khayyam, or
Omarthe Tentmoker, are thess:

Ho was & modest individusal, for when, ac-
cordiug to tho Uriental custom, he adopted a
npoatic surname, he deslgnated himself by the
bumble trade of his fathor, instead of swag-
wering Into poetry, ne Firdusl did under the
name of the Colestial, or s «{ld Sadl, The
Fellelftous, Moreover, when one of his esrly
friends beeame powoerful [n Persian politics,
Omar dectined ofMleo or title, sud was content
to recelve a modorate pension.

He wus probably better known to his con-
temporaries s & mathematiclan and an as-
tronomer thian as 8 poet, Omuor ran for o time
the royal obsorvatory. He was one of elght
sclentille men chosen by the Sultan to reform
the ealwndar, und be awlso wroto m troatlse on
Algobra, which his come down to the present
generntion in ruther better shape than his
poetival romnins,

Hls vorsos wero not espoecially popular in his
day. This s shown by the scarcity of manu-
script conlen of bis posms In the East. nnd by
the mutilated and fragmeniary charscter of
the few that do exist

In tho estimite of his own countrymon after
his death aud up to the present time, Omar
s always beou ranked among the lessar apd
ot with the groater poets of Persin. The
seven great lichts are Firdusi, Anwsrl, Ni-
zaml Jalal uddin Ruml, Sadl, Haflz, and JamiL
Omar's name bhad never been cousldered as
worthy to stand with these. Tue Persion
eritics and the Huropoan scholars who reflect-
ed Boastern opinivn classed him rather with
such minor povts as Hashid addin Watwat
and Nokim Auokl aod Hatifl—names little
known outside of the limited elrele of spacial
students of Persian litorsiure. It wis pot up-
til the appearanse of Fitzgarald's version that
anybody discoversd in Omnr's rubaiyat & finer
and more latellsctunl quality than belongs to
Badl, to Firdusl, or to Hatlz

Wo muy also present in briof &ll that it s fm-
portant to know wbout Omar's trans!ntor

Edward Fitegerald was Hkoswise n very mod-
ont man,  Ho cultivated pootry because ho
loved it. and he cared not arap for his personnl
fame, Tho rubaiyalt ware published auony-
wously, Mr. Yuariteh printing the book; snd
even after it had won appreciation and had ex-
eited profound carlosity as to the authorship,
Mr, Fltegerald would not allow Lis pame to
appear on the title page of noy of the later
oditions »

Mr. Fitzgorald was & Parsiun soholay only &t
socond band. He became loterested In the
Irauiv literuture through Bis friendship with
Edward B, Cowell, & Cumbridge Orlenialist of

distinguished sttainmonta.  They rend the
forgotten Omar togelher, probably first in tho
textat the manusoript in the Dodleinn Library,
the only manuseript thon kuown in Eneland.
T'his contuined only about one hundred and
fty rmbniynt. The axploitation of other man-
neorpts, such ns thoeo of Caloutta, Lueknow,
and Toharan, has been a vrocnss far the most
phrt subssquent 1o and atimulated by the np-
ponrangs of Filzgorald's version,

The Inter motrionl teansiation hy Mr FOIL
Whinfleld rendors two hundred and fifty-throo
rubalyat, while Mr. Fitzgornld’s posm In its
fual form oonsiste of only one hundred and
ous wtanzas, Mr, Whintlcld is a competant
Orlontalist and o satisfactory versifior; yot
wlitio his far more llteral vorslon revenls in
Omar Khayyam n most interesting pooetio per-
sonnlity, mnd ono which ean well afford to
stand on its own merlts, it s pot the Oniare
that Mr. Fitzgorald prosants.

Thalntest exsny Is by a gontloman in Mil-
waukes, who publishied n few months Amo a
smnll yolumo entitlad e Strophes of Cniar
Khayyam, translated from the Persian by
Jous Lesuie Gansen  (The Corbltt & Skid-
more Co.. Milwauken,) Weo do not know who
Mr, Garner i, or whether his verslon, s the
title ynge implies, is diroctly from the Persiun.
Ware it not for that sesortion, and for the
somowhat pre‘entious aud puzzliog Anoounee-
ment that “ncouracy of translation wns the
prineipal aim.” and that “the texts used In
this trapslation were Whinfleld's, Nlcolar's,
il the lithographed edition of Lucknow,'
wo should suspoet that what he hns dono
is morely to parsvhimse existing trans-
Intions, metrieal snd prose,  Hir  notes
and critienl remarks, in the fow inktances in
wlhich wa have inken the trouble to trace them,
are liftod almost bodily from thecommentaries
of his prodecossors, His divect acqualntines
with the lnngusge of the origlnsl must be Lim-
ited, for he does not seem to knowthatrubeiyat
it the Arable plural of @by, and not wsingulne
noun. Norvean wo imngine why he styles the
quatrains gtiophes, sinon stroplies they are
pot, Nevertheless, it isa significant and Intor-
esting fact that Omar Khayyam shonld huase
tound an interpreter in (e Westorn town here-
toforo chiefly noted as tho headquarters of the
Wisconsin Behool of Female Poets.  Moreoyer,
this now vorslon by a falrly intellizent versen
18, Jiko Whinfleld's. although to n lesa degree,
useful for compari=on with Fiirgorald's nobio
poem.

Both of these translators copy Mr Fitzgoer-
ald's metrical arrongowent, which wae itieli n
departure from Oinar’s, The orlginal rubiayat
Bro quatrains of verses, tho fest, second, nod
the third. rhyming
Enel quutesin (8w complete povin In diseif,
without necesiary contection ol idow with that
precodivg  or tint  followine it They are
grouged together acoording to the voewel or
copsonant sound distingui=hing the rhycong
ayllable at the end of the Lo The sueees
is wlphabetic und purely nebltrary, Qi nE o
welatian to the sonse of the verses, Thoe lines
are of vuryiog length avd prosody. Me Whin-
fleld compnres the normal verse to ruch an

Fnglish Alexundrine as thils from Matthow Ar-
foizod worls:

We mrk not the woait's course, but wolid heve if take
nure

Mr. Fitzgoralid proserved tho nunirain aml
the sehomie of rlivme. bat reduced the mises! -
lanoous thythm te o unlform ten-syllable tum-
bic iine. ke sesu to the loe opening stansa ol
hie tirst ocdition:

Awake' [or Morning in (he Bowlofl Night

b oas lung the #lone that pute the Stars te Faglity
At b’ the dunier of the East B caught

The =ulian » Furred 10 a poesuof Light

This meirieal srrungement is one of the mort
apiritond et offective now employed by bog-
Hah poote, Jtlemds itioll with equal felicity to
nhmcet overy womd that requires poetie ex-
presslon. Swinvurne's oar. sonsitive beyond
any ouher to the musie of versiflention, ut once
rocognized 116 value. Ha ndopted it and uscd
itin tho ** Laus Veneris " and eluswheoro; and
his numberlass linitutors have mude 11is throe.
rhiymed aquutrialn of Omar Khayyan, as maocdi.
fled by Fitzgerald, tolerably familiar to the
rewiding publie. It tnrged un u chort time ago
in the “Aemodeus” of Mra. Amdélle Hives-
Chanler.

Thus wo sao that Mr, Fitzgarald established
happlly the form which has eomo to be in-
sopurably o part of the aecopted iden of Omar
hhnyyun's Individunlity, It counts for him as
& pood fuce counts In the populur estimute of
a man’s charseter.

Axiin, Mr. Fitzgerald’smethod ol desling with
the substanco of the original wns one of trans.
mutation rather than of trapslation. He made
no eystemutic mtempt to render literally tho
phrases or the fdous of the Persian voet, His
obvious purpose was to reproduce the spleit
nnd style of Omar Khayyem, takiog the
Inrgest liconse with the text, and frequently
departing from it altogether, Homo of the
English nuatralng are vust {mprovements on
the vorresponding rubalyat of the ersion,
Bome are dextrous eombinstions of fsoluted
phrases cnd widely separatea ideas, Informed
with nthought that Is not Omar's. Some ap-
viear to bo wholly new, opening lines of thought
which have no equivalent or sven sugkestion
In the Persian. While w merely moehaulesl ren-
dering would lesve no room for such nuestion
aswe are consldering, s theory of " transln-
tlon" ke that upon which Mr. Fitzgerald pro-
ceaded affords every opportunity for indepen-
dent snd creative genlus to assert iteelt, [f the
poetic spirit and mapner of the ' translator’”
bappen to be difforent from and finer than
thoss of the origizal, the product will {novi-
tably be diffarent Irom and finer than the raw
material. Aunalysls will show that this is the
oase,

ni,

J. B, Nicolass, once Flrst Dragoman of the
French Embusay ot Toheran nnd afterwand
French Consul at Reshd, carefully trauslated
in prose betwoen four and five hundred of the
rubaiyat. Ils traoslation, together with tho
Perslin toxt, was published at the oxpense of
the Fronch Government ten years after tho
appearancs of Mr, Fitzgornld's first odition,
The literal fidelity of M. Nicolas's work has
not been disputed. It affords a basis of com-
parison next best to the Porsian text ltsell;
and that s & great bolp, sioce of tho few Koy-
lish-speaking persons who ean read Omar in
tho origtnal fluently enough to estimute him
a8 o poet, stlll fewer, probably, possess tho
other quallfieations for muking the orltical
estimate. A good Persinn schiolur s not neces-
sarlly a judge of postry.

Lot us now take two conseoutiwe stanzas in
which the Fitzgerald verslon illustrates the
philosopby of contentment, and examine the
prinelple of their construction:

Witk me along tho strip of Merbage strown

That juat divides the denert from the sown,
Where numo of Biave aud sultan is forgel—

Al Peacs W Mabmad on bis golden Thrope.

A Book of Verses undarneath the Bough,

A Jug ot Wine, & Loat of Bread-~and Thou
Benide mae singing o the Wiid

Oh, Wilderaess were Faradive snow'

In the Perslan, as translated by Nicolas,
threo similar but widely soparated rubaiyat
seem to supply the rough material for Fitzgor-
ald's two stanzas, Oue of thuse is bere olosely
renderd

Whint | ask s s fusk of red wine a book of PoRNY. &
moment of respite 1o life, and slf & loal. 1f with thas
1 migbL dear ans, dwell with thes iu sume'desart placs,
it would be happiuess preferabls 1o & Baltan's In by
ranlin.

M, Nicolus secks everywhers (o Omar's niost
couviviul uud carnal versos o myatic und desp-
ly dovotional lnterprotation. He bolisves that
tho rubuiyut throughout must not Le taken |y
the literal sepse, but thuat sl Lhe apparent
sujogtes of sensunl enjoyment refer o faet to
divine love sod transcondental aecaticlym; fn
other words, thet Omar was u Sull phllosoplier
and religionlst, not & careloss oplourean and
skeptle, This porversion of judgment louds M.
Nicolus to expend a remarkable foot note upon
Omu's expressad desire for A female com-
panion in the wildernoss, " 1tis God,"” he nx-
eing, " bero wddressed by the poot. It is He
with whoi he dosired to dwell I o desert
place durlng the short thne he had to remain
o this world." How far this Interpretation
stralns paobabllisy may be judged irom the
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text of the two mimilar quatralns which Mr.
Fitzgerald blonds with that just quoted

T thespriog Tinve 1o sl at the odge of a cultivaiend
fald with an idol 11ke to a houri and a pitoher of wine,
it ihmre (0 mhy; and, aliliovgh | may be generally
Wlaviied fue all this, I'l bs & 1 AF thus witiated I
svar tanker for Faradive.

When oo bk & loal of bresd two o of wine and &
fog of mution and san go asd #lf in soie lsnsly ppot
with a young bosaty with tullp eslorad cheekn O, it ls &
jow beyond the veach 6f any Bullan’

Now nompare Fitegerald's rendering of the
Iden thries reponted In the thrae Persian quat-
ralus with Mr Whinfield's more Htoral but loss
Imneiuntive varsion :

Giwe e & Pank of wine, & erust of bread,
A guiet mind. & hook of verse Lo raad,

With thise, O lava, 10 shinte tny lowly ronf,
T wonif not take the Salian's crawn (nafead

Fnme, brim my cup with foxm ing head of wina,
And Yring n hunsh of bresd, a mutton ehine,
Atrd wlt you by ma O sweet iullp cheekn
1 wotild not o} anige Lhie sullan Ate for mine
And with My, Gnener's Milwaukes version, In
whieh evory varlation fiom I'ltzgerald and
Whinfleld |8 meré added ecommonplice, beer
pottred into champagne:
Ve Loved Due, when the Faushing Sprine 18 blowing,
With Thee beside nie aid 1he Cap o eroving,
T s the day upen 1has Waving Meadow,
And dream the while, no theowhit on Heaven besion ing.

A Flash of Wing a Loal nf Rread,
To every cure and worldly sorraw dead,

Leovet nol. wheu thow, of Love art near,
The jaweiled Crown upon the fnilan‘s Hoad

Take likewiso the Perslan quitrain thus
trunslnted;

Uil beloved, hefore grief comen to mssall thes, bid
thom merve on witl sony wine.  And thow O careless
fool, thivg urt not made of gold that thot shonldst expect
to ha dug up neain after they have otice Latiad thee

3y, Whinfleld makes of this:

Ero you sucenmb (o sliseke of mortal pain,
Your peses gather, and yoor wine eopm deaing

Vou are not wold, and ouce entombed o earth,
Nobone will caze (o Qi you Lp agal

Al the Milwavkeo vorvion loads the contral

thought with trivialities:
Vew bio thie paly i this Beimming Measure,
And muy thy closiug days be spent {o Pleasurs,
e wehon thy Dhust witlitn the tireund is Lad.
bl na'er be suught asmomis lopg buried Treasure,

In this rubaiy Omar ins put two distinet
maxima. The et is cue of his numberless
varvintlons of the dn rieiius ricanes theme,
The sqvond i astriking vominder of the eom-
twonness of himan elay,  Both of the versions
whova biend the Lwo [eas and weaken both,
Fitzgoralil selzos upon the mors impressive
Suizgzestion, o, lotting everytbing elso go,
Breseh Le A0 tiese ovely s

Al e v o Basbsinded the Colden grain,

Al tlione who fupg Il winds ke Haln,
Akv i aeh ntiraats @nrtl are tirg'd

Ax trirted onive, Men wau! Jpg up sesiu

The pnssiges aliopds given are fair specl-
mens of Filsgerdld's tronmont of those ru.
buiyat in which ie has kept In eoraparitively
close pelations with thv origianl. They ave not
trans=lations; they are more than trunsiatlons.
But there is another clisy of stanzas, formiug
In bulk a considersble pail of the entire posm,
and n slgnitleance and benuty by far the most
fmportant warr, whoreln the  Indepondeut
geniusof the Enelisn poot lids ko transformed
oo udarned the Parsion's verses, that it is no
more reasonable to eull Omar the nuthor than
touay that Matteo Bamdello, aud not Willinm
Shinkespenre, wrots " Mueh Ado About Noth-
fuge " and the " Twelfth Night."

To thiis elass belong some of the hest known
and oltenest quoted slanzas of the Fnglish
peorm, sueh as these

Then to the Lip of 11 pror Furien Urn
Ilenn' st tha seeret of my Life te earn

A Tap vo Lip b muraniesd, “While you jive,
Dk Tur vtice dewl. yoli vewer shall seturn

Tihmk the Vessal, that wizh fugitive
Aribeniaiban soswer'd, once did live,

And drink* and ah’ thie passive Lip 1 kissred,
How many Kisaes nught it tnke—aml give!

¥or T remembier stopplog by the way

To watel a Potter thumpltig his wet elny:
Aund with imall-obliterated Tongne

It warmsnrad, “Uguily, Brother vently, pray

Of the Nrst stanzn thors I8 asugeoestion in the
teat of the Bodleian Library manuseript, but
nothingtocorraspond (nthe Porsinn of Nicolus.
The second cou Larely Lo [dentilod with the
lellowing rubily:

This Juz has been fike me, a loviog and sulappy
creature. 1t Lias sichied foraiock of the liair of some
young gitl, This handls ihat vou see aitackied (o in
tieck was an arm amorously passed around soine Leau
y's neek

Tha third stanza. so fluely rendersd by Fitz-
goralld, (s much nenrer the Persinn:

Veuterday | saw at the baear a potier vigeronsly
freciling clay to knead Ib This elay soemed 1o mary to
Boien, * 1 mlsoy Lave Leen Hke you: treat me, therefors,
less harsliy. ™

The other famous passaite ahout the vessols
In the potter's shop, makingzio {tsell ncomplote
poew, is worth quotiog in full:

Av under cover of departing day
Slunk bungerotricken Ramazan away,

ince more wilhan the Potter's bouse alons

1 stoad, surrounded by the Shapesof Clay.

Shapes of all Sorte and Sizes, greit avd aroall,
That stood alosg (e tlovr and by the wall;

And some lodqinclous vessels were, and some
Listenel pertiape but never talked at all

Eald one among them: ' Surely not in vain

My sibatanoe 0f the enmmon Earth wus ta‘en
And to this fgure moulled, to bs broke

Ort led back to abapeiess Kart agsin.'’

Then rald & Second- **Ne'er & peevial Hoy

Would break the Howl from whick be drank in joy.
And Hs that with hin band the Vemel made

Wil surely not in after Wrath desiroy.”

Afler n mogantary silence spoke
Eome Vensel of & mors ungalnly make:

“ They sneer at me for leaning all awry
What' dld the Uand then of the Potter atinke *"

Whereat some one of tha loquacions Lot—
Fihink a Sufl pipkin-waxing hoi:

*All this of I'ot and Potter ! Tell me, then,
Who isthe Potter, pray. snd who the Pot "

CWhy, ealid another, “some thers ure who tell
UF Gpe who threatans he will toss to Llell

The luckless Fots he mare'd in making—Piah!
He's & Good Pallow, and 'twill all be wall”

* Well,” murmured nne, ““lot whoso make or boy,
My Clay withiloug Ollvlon 15 gene dry;

Put Al e with the old (amilisr Jilos,
Methinks [ might recover by and by,

So while the Vewrls one by one wera spealing,
Thie little Mooy leokad {6 that all wera seel ing.

And then they jogg d each other, * Urother' Brother!
Kow for the orter's shiouldar koot s ereaking

Mr, Fitzgerald has orectod this continuous
poem, forming & bumorously philosophioal
apologue of Agnosticism and Destiny, upon the
ecnnt foundations aforded by thess four iso-
Inted and unrelntod rubnlyat ln the Porsian:

Fentorday 1 vinitad o potter's workshozn 1 saw there
two thousand jugs, some talking otherswilont. Kach of
them seemed to say (0 e * Whete (8 the pottoer !
Whisre is the purchusar of Jugs® Where Is the selier of
them!"

Who will everbeliavae that s who has made the aup
can contemplate destroying iv' ALl there bLeautiful
hends, all these lovely arme, sl thess chiarming bands
by wihat love have thay beot crealed, aud by what he
tred are they destroyed!

When, upset | fall a1 the feel of Daath, when the de
etroying auze. lias rediced e Lo (e state of & plucked
fowl, then ses thys nutbing is made of my dust but a
drinking cups for perhaps ihe perfumo of e wine it
contalne will revive me for an inulaol

Whan the treo of my existence in uprooted, whan the
partsofmy body are scatiersd, lst them make Juge of
Y dust and 811 those juge with wine, theu Lhut dust
will ravive

It |4 n eurlous fact that an fatelligont writer
In the Nation, reviewing Longlellow's * Kern-
mes™ abouta dezen years ago, instonced theas
very stanzns of the Epglish pout toshow how
muech subtler sud more spleitual was the
poetle art of the old Porsian than that of Mr,
Loogfollow,

Eveu o the matter of Orlental Imagery, Fitz-
gerald has touched Owmar's versas only to Im-
prove them, Thoreds n justly admired igure
In tho twenty flith rubaiy:

Alike for those whin far T Aay prapace,
And dhine inat aflogr sowe Vo worraw stare,
A Hurazin frdin Lhe Tower of arkiess grics

" Yool Your Reward s usithier Mere nor There. '

The fgure Is Fltzearald's. not Omar's, The
Persian is, " One op the watch.” Lu the same

I way, there is an Intoresting allusion In the
Afiy-gaventh robaly to Omar's selontifio ser
vites In relorming the delective wnd natis
auate! calendar then used in Mersin:

Al bt iy Uoinputatione Feaple any,

Itedoced the year to baiter reckoning ¥ Nay

Twan only siriking feom the ealondar

Pabern Tamorrow, sl Aend Yestetday,

The personal nllusion is Mr. Titegeraid's, na
Indesd 15 the Abe phillosophieal turn given to
train of thought thatis vt purticularly lmpros.
#1ve ju the orlgionl:

Ay terin of exinienén i exhaurtod i wvie fow daye
Tt panses away an pames the wind of the descrt. =a
whils there remaing o bronth of ffe, there are twn Aara
abaurwhilel | naver al Abstirt  guysell, the day
enma and the day that l gone

Wo might multiply theso  [Husirationa of
Dmar's indebtedness to Fitrgorald nlmost to
tho full extent of the Fitzgorald poom. Mors
thin g quarter of the cne lhundred and onn
stangas in the English poem have not been
traced even in suggestion to any rubaiy in the
Porslan. Aud among them are some of the
Anest versos, an for sxample:

Formame wa lovad, the 1ovelost atd (he best
That from his YVintage eolling Time hath pras:,

ave Arunk the'r Cap 2 Ronnd d= two hefore,
At ohe by ane nrep! sllently to rest

At this:

Wil bt the Desert of ila Fountain vinin

One gllmpsa—if dluly. yor, indeed Faveni'y,
Temhloh e fulntioe Travelier mielit spring

Avapriugs the trampiad hertbage of the Aeid!

Oneo more wo shallexhibit the erigingl text
na rendored Io Froneh by Nieolns alongelde of
the versions of Whinfield, My, Gurner, and
Fitegerald:

Nt~
This vault of (ha skien under which we nre the Teey
of vertigo. may be likensd. for the xake of the thought,

represents the faries of the light, and we, like the im
Ages on the lantern, reinalo Lhere iy wiepelactlun
whHisFIRLD.
These clreling hearenn, which makes us an dlamnyad,
Lilken to & lamap's revolving shaile;
The sun the candleatick, the earth the shade
Andmnen the trembling formws therson pertrayed.
WARNER,
A turning magis lantern ahow this world,
Araund the eui ae candlo nwiftly whicled,
While Mortals are but Phantom Figures tracsd
Upon the shade, forever ornward burled
FITEGERALN
e are ne ather cham a moviag ro
Of magle Shatow shapar (hat came and gn
Keonaradt with the Sun (lumidned Lanteri held
I Midnight by the Magrer of the Shown,
NiCOLAS

We liers below are only poppets with which the
wheeht: firmument diverts (evelt, s this is truth and
nal anetaphor. We are in fact, the pleces upon this
chacher board of existence. which we qult at lust to
enter one by one into the coffn of nohibilation

wHNINFIFLD
Woare hut cheas men who to move are faln
Jantas the great Cliess player doth ordaln,
He mirren us on life's chess board to and fro,
And then 1o death's box ahuts s p ngain.
GARNEW,
Wo are all puppets of the Bky, we run
As wiiin the Fiayer till the Ganio 18 done,
And whan the Player wearies of the sporg,
Hethrows us into darkuess one by one,
TITROER AT Y,
Bt helpean Pieces of the Game Ne plays
Ppon this Chegtier baand of NMohts and Iys—
HUher and (Altner mones, amil checks, and dlayps,
And une by one back in (he cluge! lapr.

The Ball no question mokee ar Ayes nnd Noer,

Bul Heeenr There ar eiriker (he Plasier goes
And e that tnig'd poa dowm into the e

Hie Lnnwt atonut it all—=He kaox ! HE Buyowey

The Moring Finger wrelter; and kasing writ
Fores n mar ol pour plefy nor wlp
S b if Back o canee! halra Line
Nar @il wour teare wazh oul a (Fard of it
OF the ono hundred nnd  one quatrains In
Fitzgerald's vorion, thirty-elcht correspond
more ot less elasoly to cortaln rubalyut In the
Porsinn; sovouteen have sowe resemblance to
rubaiyat in tho Mersinn; nioeteen are compo-
eite—that is, wiade up of fragments and BUR-
wgostions from mors than ons rubaly in the
Porsian; while twentv-saven of Fltzgerald's
stanzas have not baen traced to any source In
the text of the manuseripts,

.

Wo have spoken of M. Nicolas's persistent
Ingenuity in Jdiscovering a deop religlous
menuing  benenth Omar Khayyam's davil-
moy-care versos. The French commentator

to & lantern. The universe 16 tlis iantern The sun |

olns theory was too much for his Rravity,
Mr. Fiugearald from the st saw tho ol fop.
slan proclsely ns ho was—an nghostle il Y
phor, with red blood In his body. n feas 1)) kg
and 1ol smnsher, who comline Vit tong
Himpldity of thought with the gendint dite-fa
news of Rabolals, a fatadist with 0 most shogr.
Tul apprecintlon of the wood thing. thy .,;.
brings, & very bonest wid Wuman prres o .
In porfeot ol temper Tl abuondope )
problemeo! Timoreow to devand Bilgsel] |y A
wholly sune if wormew! int Bilaiony Hinrer (o
the manngeiiont of Toalay, Tha ge I danits
wpart we sioadd sy Ul Cgoae 5 R
tollect was vasntially medern and wes .y
such minds belonasd to any pnetioitie suntie,
or olellization. I'hoy have o stod byeryw o,
and in every sen. nnd (014 st ja RUDOET it oy
to sxiract o myatlo moaning (eom Lln Foln AL
a8 |t would bo Lo ablon it w ovelve wosyan, iy o
Shaker theology from the [ugltive Writlies of
Henry Lubouchivre,

Those who are sodowed witl) knowindse gn vir
who by their powsrfil iteleits inve Ly e

4

shie turey
of thetr bmctples<ovnt Wnme Lave Lol (aks i s dep
ant ol this profounit dirings Tiey Biave a \ire

Fuhlon and D e Fal el avier jragamn

Drink wine, for that 1 wiar will put wn trd o the
Anaiction of yout sool It Wil deirver o frow Youp
meditations upon the twa ann REVEHLY Erorde

That s practieally the whole of Omnr's
philosonhy, The iden that there wis ABa
thing myatical or transcendental i) s Mmakes
up miny enfply ba dism issod

Ve

The concluslon to whicly ¢)y/s oxaminntion
lenas I8 that Fltzgorald guve niore thinn he
took. He wis Introduced to g litoraturs pey
In suggestion and matorinl by his frinpd o,
el Inthe femamentary and dis o)y ted vontical
romilns of Omar Khayvai. a jurconnlity 4
most forgotton by the world, Fitegoraty found
a philosophy nnd a poathe tone to whijeh lis awn
gonius pocallarly rosnonidod,  There AFe now
oxtant porhaps nite hundred of Omar Khny.
yam's quatrolns.  Mow many of thess My
morald ever saw wa do not kyow, nor s the
guestion Important. Ho saw and studind
enough of Omar to Whaarh thn paeancn of his
philosophy and to ncaules n fund of phroses
Images. and motives which he eambinad in n
posm of soventy-flve, nnd aftorwirds of one
hundred and ooe quatralne. in A metrical
arrangement of bis own,  The Persing
rubalyat are disconnected, and  belong
in no partienlar order.  Thoy are saver.
ally as Independent as the splgrams of
Martinl, The offeat of the constant renstition of
a fow themes 16 wearlsome. 1t s woarlsomn in
the litoradl prose translation: 1t s Uresome in
all the motrieal versions save one.  In Fitrgers
ald’s arrangement the succession of quatralng
I8 reasoned, tho seneo 18 often eontinuous and
artistioally developad, and the whols poom has
about as much of unity and consecutivenosa,
| let us may, ns Tennyson's "In Memoriam.”
The Impression It makes In its entirety on
every Intolllgent mind as a complets ana sym-
metrical poom of nobls proportions, and nnt
merely a baphazard collection of versifieg
apothegms, s undividedly due to Mr, Fitzger-
ald’s gaulus,

But, much more than that, Fitzgeral! ron.
dored what Omar Khayyam gave-or, rather,
what Omar Khuyyam suggested—with a pro.
founder Insight, a more reflned phillosophy, and
a mightler and fncomparably subtlor art than
the Bon of the Tentmaker wossossod. Bo true
ia this that wo venturs to say that any person
with a mind sonsitive to the beautfes of postle
expression will select frem the rubalyat ten
stunzas in which thoro fs more of Fitzgorald
than of Omar, to one which Is more Omars
thon Fitzgerald's,

The phllesonhy may ba rojeoted, the othim
ol life and eonduct desplsed, and the conolu
sions abhorred, yot thore remains nevertholess
! amajestie poem, of its kind matchloss in the
English languoge. It I8 Edward Flizgeralds
powrin, and the efforts of subsequent translators
only scrve to mako thls fact more clearly npe
parent, E. I M

BOOK NOTES

Froderick A. Btokes & Brother publish ** Fun
From Life & capital selectlon from the aol-
umns of our sprightly contemnorary, Life.

" The Linmanent God and Other Bermons,"
*by Abruham W, Jackson (Houghton, Miflin &
Co.) are slmplo, clearly writton diseourses, the
productiop evidently of an ndvanced Unitarian.

Under the title of *" In Memory of John Me-

and tranalator was not the frst to And in
the rubalyat evidenee that Omar was n neystic
nand & plous devotas,
complished agnostic and epicurean was roally
writing saerod postry when he sang of wine
and tulip cheaks was not ton grotesnque for
receptance by the Sufll theologians two or throe
conturlas aftor his own time, They also In-
tarprtted  the erotle rhupsodies of Huflz as
mystienl praises ol Divine Love. They lound
un allcworical meanlog, lutelligibls only to
adepte, in nearly overy Pevslan poot of pas-
slon or of sensual onjoy mont. They could have
twisted a whole rellgious creed out of Apne-
reon,or Horacs, or Villun, or Tom Moore, or
the hot-toddy sengs of Hobiert Buras; for their
interpretation of the outgivinue of frank api-
muli=m wns bosed on & vode of equivalents
somuthing Hke this:

Unbeitef=lielinf

Wine- Devotion.

Toloxlcation ~Ecsintic coutemplation of the Divine
atiribules

Idoimiry-- Worstilp of the true God.

Sleep - Meditation on the Divine perfections

Licentiousnens Aspetic plety

Kisses nnd embraces=~ Heligions raptaren

FPerfume=Ilupe of Divine (avor.

Wantouness--Haligious ardor,

Femule boauty~Tiie perfection of the Supreame Heoing.

Women's bair-The expansion of Uivine glory.

Red IIN_'ﬂ:. hidden mystories of God's esence

Drunken stupor —Abstraction from eartlily thoughia

The down on & woman's cheek The world of spirite

A black mole The point of indiviaible uuily.

The tavern keoper or the cup bearer—A reliyious
sage wnd lnatrustor

The tavern itself -« A place of praver.

Thess spoclmen definitions from the myetlo
dictionary (lustrate tho schame of Interpre-
tution pursued by Neolas all through his com-
monts on the rubalyat of Umar, Critieally,
the Freuchmun's notes sre as valueloss snd
absurd as Lils Hternl translation of the Version
text js useful, An amusing example of the use
to which ho puts his mystlenl instrument s
aflorded by a quatrain which noither Fitz
goraid nor Whintield cored to rendor:

the year round, soaked in wine, coverad with dishonor,
for wheu we are n our wound senues chagrin saally us
fromevery side  Opce drsuk, Iel happeu what may

Bilenusor Pantagruc! could not bave put mors
crudely this proscription of woral anmwathesin,
To M. Nigolws, who lived many years in
Persin, tho quatruin bad avery difforent sig-
niflcancs, ““iore tho poot.” us he oxploing In
a fool note, " menns by lover or man in lovethe
Bull smitton with love for the Delty, He would
have him constantly sbsorbed by the intoxleca-
tion of that love, to tho end that in such » state,
ontirely dotachod from the interests of here
below. ho may upoly himsell exclusivaly to the
contemplation of celostlal things, even at the
cost of what the ungodly call dishonor” In
another quatrain Omur, who Is froquently in-
eonslstent, advances o slzotly differont theory
of the functions of the cup:

When 'm not druoe. oy happluess s ncomplete
Wien I'm dead drink, ignorance takes the place of
reasoi. There exlois amfute balf way beiwixt druuken
ness wnd soberpess LU, with what Joy 1 conptitnie my
self the slave of that hall-way ststo, fur thero Like in'

Ou thie M, Nieolos remwurks with delie-
fous naftvetd, "It sevms siogular thnt Khiy-
yam here glves tho vroferones to sojnisintuxi-
{enton. ufter bavikg urzed Wis diseljles to
| wbundon themeolvor Lo diunkoness - tht {s,
Lo the Livine .ove—without any rosorvo whnl-
evar,” A bundred Ulustrations eould ot
make more clear the nonsonse of M. Nicolas's
thoory of Omar Kbayyam. Mr. Fitegorald's
mind entertalned no such prepastorons -
slon,  The fiest edition of his verslon of
the rubalyat was publishod. as wo huve snid,
| ten yonrs before the avponrance of M. Nicol.
ass Vrenech trevsiatlon of the Tehoinn text
1o the protace to Mr. @ itegeraid's third edition
bo alluded to Nicolus's intorpretation only to
make fun of It. He was a poet with a fine
sonse ol the humorous, and the Bufl-Nio.

The Ides that this ac- |

The oo who th in love stiould keep erary drunk all |

Cullough" tho De Vinne Press huave isnued an

elegunt volume contsining n hiograpby of the

deceased tragedinn and nn elegy by Willlnm

| Winter, nnd momorinl papars by Henry Fd-

cwinrds, W. F, Johnson. and Btosle Mackare,
The cdition is limited to 600 conles, and no
mora will be printad.

' Frudorls Bnunders, the librarian of ‘the Aster
Library, 18 the nuthar of " The Washington
Uentenninl Houvenlr” (Thomns Whittaker), a
work uppropriate to the spproaehing groat cone
tonnial festival, Ttislargely madeup of tributes
to Washington by varlous hunde, with a tolsra-

, iy tull account, handsomely (Hlustrated, of the
Naw York of a hundred years: ngn.

| A now novel by Mra, Fruneer Hordgson Bur-

| nett |8 an event of interost, This time il ¢ &

| Bpanish novel, called * The Protty Hlarer of

Joad" (Rerlbners ), nnd those who road it will ind

that It belongs to the samo family as Mrs, Dur-

nett’s earller and largor romanece. The hero

15 s bull fighter. and the herolne helongs to tha

same soclal lavel, The story takes hold of the

foterost uf the roader nt the boginning aod
never leta go until the end. It {s very neatly
fllustrated by Reinhart.

Under the title of * The Wandering Koight"
the Catholle Publigation Socioty Company hus
1ssued o translation of an wllegoricsl romancs
by Jenn de Cartheny, which, us woll us the
namo of the athor, has long bocn foricotten, It
first appeared In 1672, und dorlves any im-
portance thot may attach to it ot the presest
day from tho suggestion thut ft was the
souree to which Jobn Dunyun wos indelted for
the gonernl Wen and much of the miteriol am-
ployed In hils " Pllgrlm's Progress" [tis wworg
noticeabls for its devout splrit, bul (o Invention
aud tveliness of fancy falls ltalsessursbly
short of DBunynu's mastorploce, Tlhe prosent
truuslation was ade from the cdition of 1idd
under eccleslastival suporvision,

Among storfos of o dromatic 0F 8100 kobERs
tional charaetor. “An L L. 40 South Aleien”
{ by Loules Veseslius-tleidon (Jobu W Lovell
& Co.b, may cludm o promioent gioee Hhe
| #cone I8 Imid mwong the dinmend flelds ol
himberley, Bouth Afrien, uni represenintives
of the peopls, collocted from wl parts ol
the elvilized world, who are to be louud thers,
Lake purl In the plot.  Thera o huweier, (058
of lowal eolonog than might by peticlpated,
! but the beroine, of mived Afvican and Luro:

penn blood. will probably fnd mene favoer o the
| remdor's eyes thny would horoctar on Sister ip
the Southern States of the Amerian Unlon il
placed under similor teying ceenmstances It
b5 nwell-told nod skilfully developod talewhich
working oo old wod familiar lines, never talls
to liold the sttention. Tho ilusteations by O
E Graves and Al llencke aro of unususily
good gqunlity.

An intovesting uatration of ope of tho most
fascinnting hobbies of the dar umone Aol
enn astogranl collectors Is a¥orded in Mrn
Lymun ¢, Draper's ™ Bssay on the Autographie
Calleotions of the Signars of the Doclarntion of
Todependence und of the Constitation ' (Burng
& Bon'. 1t isan elaboriate history of the sube
ject and of what way be called Its romanee 18
which purtlouliur attontlon hige been bestowad
dpon the awtegraph of Phonns Lyneh, Ar
| that supreine prizo whiok so poony aedent

fevors huve valnly steiven 1o plaing A& ouie

twanty-four genulne lotlors oy sipgnaturass 1F

Mr, Lyneh are koown to bein existence, and

thare s vory sliuwbt hops of digcovering mor

thin seareh for them may bie considored practs
| cudly elosud. A individusl nutographs thef

would ho almost worthless, and (8 @ only UF
| thslr sosbelation withh those ol thoe other ~1gn:
| ars of the Declaration of Indopesilence thit
| they acquire a sudden nnd compuiatisely it
| voasannhle value, oo tentnlly My Dracf
Rives i good degl ol eyrlous inlormit o
corolng American colleotors und thelr tross
ures, sud bis Look will ipterest miny oub-id®
©f this rsther exclusive circie




