Patrareh,

Tt Is an extraordinary fact that Petraroh.
whose name deserved to be held s honoras
the main Ipstigntor of the revival of letters,
and the ehlel precurnorof the Henalssance,
should be remembered Almoat axelusively as
tue lover of Laora and the author of love son-
ne:a which he himself described slightingly as
& "few triflen In the vulgar tongue.” The truth
I, howaver, that these trifles, as their anthor
ehose to eall them, deplcted with ineombarable
mro‘e and energy a passion which played a
very imoortant part Ia Petrareh's life, which
for twenty-one years possesssd him with an
absolute mastery, and which seldom eeased to
hauot him even after the desath of ite object.
Jiin loving indeed was the best partof him.
and the learniog on whiol he prided himself
Was & poor thing except hy eomparison with
the lgnoranes of his contsmporaries. It was
wor'h while. however, In recounting the
story & his Iife. to dwell upon those
features with whish the modern reader I8
Jess famillar, and this has besn done In & lately
published sketch of Petrarel's Lisa and Works,
by Mar ALpkx WArp (Roberta Brothers), In
tlie preparation of this sbort blography the
author haa evidently consulted such recent
anthurities as Kosrting, Dartoll, Gaiger. Moz
feras, De Banotls, and Cardueal, besiiles ehre-
fully atudrivg for herasl! Patrarch's postical
An | prose compositioos, (neivding the bun-
- dreds of lils lettors whicn are extant.
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Potrareh wns born at Arezzo, July 20, 1304.
His father, I'etracco—the nuine was olterward
softened to Petraren-wad a notary who nad
beau banished from Flurencs two years be.
fore by the smme Jecree wuich drove Dante
fntoexile. When the fulure nost wns seven
montha olil his mnther receivail permission to

return totue Florentine tarritoiy, Bhe set-
tied in  the little vilings of Inclea,
Wwhers., in 1842, 1he dllapldated ald houne

which had bLesn ocouniod Ly 1'strarch's
mother was honorrd wi'li the |nseriotion
fo ths efMaat that within thons walls the author
©! the sonpets hud learnsd the use of his
mo‘har tougue. Iu 1312 Petracco summonsd
his little fnmaly to live with him In Pisa, aod a
yenr later rosulved 1o loave Iitnly nitogetler
and establiah himself at Atlgnon. where the
prosance of tho 1':pnl enurt ssemed to offer
speoisl opportiinities forn man of Lin profos.
sion, Mo could noteasiiy Nod quartars, hows
ever, for iy family in Avigoon, and acvord-
fuely satiled themi in Carpoutrns, a littie elty
but a few wilea distant. lers, from anold
Itallan  schoolmastor, Petrarch received his
first regular iustruction. “learning A smatter-
fng of gvammar anid us much ot dialectios and
of rhetorle ns 1he ags could afford.” From the
outset he avinend u keon relish for the clisa cs,
and read Cleoro for the beauty of the strle,
whils vther boys wera occupled with Easop's
Falles, At the ageof 15 he wus sent to Mon'-
pallier to bagln i< legal studie~. But he con-
tinuel to devils his time 10 the study of the
classlcn, collecting all manuseripta within
bis reach. thoueh keeping them earefully
concenled from unfrlondly eves. The notary
one dav making an unexpected dercent and
discovering the nrecious oadleecs, pulled tham
forth and flung them [nto the fire. Fetrarch
burst Into tears. " I puMerad.” he saya. * nn if
the flames hnd besn dastroving mv own flesh.”
Moved Ly his grinf the fathor Nnully anatehed
from thy nmen two books alren Iy half burnt.
onoof whicl, it sesms, was Virgil and the other
the Ithetorlo of Cienro. After four ysars at
Muntpe!'ler, Palrareh was sent [or the comple-
tion of his logal novitinte to Dologna, which
at that time had fAltern thousand studeots.
Here the youne man forme | many Irisndships
which lasted through life, for hie had, to s re-
markable degree, tho gIft of attracting people
and of keepning their affactlon. With the denath,
however. of his tather, in 1323, the lifs at Bo-
Jogna came to an and.  letiareh aban-
doned the notlon of Leenming a law-
yor anid euntered the Chuien. n profes-
plon which seemed o promise the most
Jiberty forthe pursultof tho studles which
wore doar to him, He settled In Avignon,
doubtlesa hoping for some advantnge irom the
Youtifizal court. Here he did In fact acquire a
friend whose Influence and psatronage had
much todo wilh the sbaping of his future,
Y'lis was Jamnes Colonna. a scion of the power-
futl ‘family then playing so Important s rdle 1n
th.e history of Rome. James Colonns had him-
sell eniered the Churech aud obtained the Bish-
oprie nf Lombes befors reavhing the onnenlial
mge. Potrarch spenta suwmer with the new
Nishop In Goscony, and after their return to
Avignon was preso nted hy him to his brother
Cardltinl John Colonna, who gave the post s
Lome under his roof fur years. The Petrareh
known In Aviguon as the protdgé of the Colon-
nas wis by no weans the asrlous persor made
known to us by bis portiraite. At that tinie he
wos nn elogant young man, a perfect devotes

ol [Iashivn, In & letter written mapy
yearn later, he glves a description of
bimsel! at this periol eof life. *"Yeu

rewemher,” Le nsks, “‘our Ioolish anxlety
for exqulsite slegnnce of attire, which al-
though growing lesa from day to Jay, has
never wholly loft me ¢+ What trouble to chinnye
our clothes morniog and evening: what fear
Jest nlreath of air should disturb our vare-
fully curlod locks: how nvxiousiy we watched
every pasaiog horso lest & drop of mud eoil
our gorgeous mahtlen, ora rude jardisarrange
thelr perfumed folds., And what sball [ say of
our shoes, which. Intsadesd to protect the (eet.
served only 10 produce toriuie and martyre
dom,"

It wan 1hin clerleal exquisite, onrefully curled
and parfumed, with gorgecus cloak and
pointed shoes, who on an Aprll mournlox
ptrolled into tue church of Bnnta Clars at
Aviguon and there suw the Iaco which stamped
Itnell forever upon his heart. In A manuscript
o! Virgll, formerly owned by the post nnd now
in the Ambrosian library at Milap, (s 8 note
belleved 10 be In Lis handwriting which 1e-
oords the day of thls first meeting as well an
the date of the Iady's death maod the plnoe ol
her burial,

This record con'alns nearly all that we kecw
of Laura, except the fuet thut from that April
morainguntilberdeath.twenty-one years later.
Yetrarch never consod to colebrate hor vraises,
Whether Laura was a real or an lmagluary
person has been disputed for upwnrd of 5%
yoaars, aud they who Lelievo ber to bare really
Uved are amaln divided on the guestion
whether sho were a mald or s wife. Itls true
that the Abhd de Bade undertook to prove
from docuwents found in the archives of hls
family that Laura was the daughter of Audl-
bert de Noves; that in 1325, at the age of 18,
she married Hugo de Bade, and that after bear-
ing him eleven children she died of the plagus
in 1348, But all that de Bade's documents, even
it authentio.demonstrate ls that his ancestrens,
Laura de Bade, died In the same yearaud
month, snd perhups on the same day, on
which the Laura of Petraroh died, and thutshe
was burled Io the same churoh., Perbaps
some stress shonld also be luld upon the fact
that the Abbéd's anocestress was kmown to
hnve In her trousssau s green drwas
and & red ons, and that TFetrarch eften
deseribed his lady In thoss colora, Althonmh,
bhawerver. de Bade's evidence Is far from con-
clusive, Meziéres, the standard Freach su-
thority, declares that no serions miand can
longer doubt the marriage of Laura: and
Koerting, the author of the moat exhausiive
German weork on Petraroh, acoepts the mar-
riage but rejects the eleven ohildren,

There has also been somse eentroversy eon-
cerning the nature af Petrarch's attachment
Was it & purely platonie allection or a deep,
srdent passionate love? With a view of
throwing light upon this question the suthor
of this blography bas put aside the commen-
tators and gooe straight to the sonnets them.
selves. Bhe polnts out that while sems of
these may seem oold and artifiolal, thers are
others which pertray the torments and unoer-
tainties of leve as only he who bas felt can
paintthem. We also obtaln some Insight into
the nature of Petrareh's love In & Laiia
Avcallse sallsd * The Beorwh™ whish bo as

sorts was written for himsalf alone. The work
is couvebed lo the form of a dialogus with B
Augustine, who reproves him for having besn
for so many yéars the slave of A woman, He
xoss on to deplet as followa the poct’s unhanpr
conditlon: “You are burled In groans; you
bave reached a point whers you fesd with
fatal pleasure on tenra and sighe, You poea
rlpapleas nighta calllng on the name of the
loved one. You despire sverrthing. hats llre,
desirs dsuth, Nea fram man, and lova solitude,
When ahe appears the sun shines: with her

depar:ures niglit roturns: when she smiles yon |

mre gay: whon she ftowns you aresad. You
arn nothine but & tool In her hands,"

Tatrarch refunes to admit at Arst, thongh he
doen subsenuently. that his love for Latura fan
be anin. He protesta that he Las lovel enly
herpoul. and recounts how she has withdeawn
bim from evervthing bn<e nnd has tanght bim
tolonk npward. St Augustine, linwever, con.
vinten him that mueh that iseartlily fs mingled
with hia lova. and that it is due to Laura's vir-
tue, and not to his Al thelr rolations have bern
outward!y biamaeless. It Is certaln that Pa.
trarcli is never waary of describing his Indy's
beautr, her Ivory toeth and snowy skin. her
golden halr. forming an lovely a con'rust to the
brilliant black eyes which ean “darken the
night or lighten the day. make honey bitier or
atainthe sweet.” Dut whatevor ardor may have
entered Into the poet's feslings thero is no
proof that he ever rcceived from Laura
one word of distinct sncourngoment. Un-
like thoss of other lovers. his noems
Aré not concorned with meestivgs and
partings, teader worda and  enimsses,
They deal chially with bls oxn emotinny snd
the :ew allght (ncldents mentionsd ssem lo
show that tne reiation was only one of respect-
ful frispdahip. How, then. mre wa Lo mecoun’
for the remorse revealed in some of the son.
neta? Jtiselear tha' the atingn of & troubled
consclenice wars not oecasioned by the thought
that Lanra was the wife o! another, This fact
peema naver to have extered into the quesation,
and Yt Augustine ia his reprool does not refer
to It. What Pe'rarec repanted of seams to
have been the sin committed in lavishing upon
any human reiog the devotlon which belongs
only to tho divine, in worablpping the creature
insiend of the Creator. Tormented by this
thought, he made repsated efforta 1o cure him-
sait of his pasaion by abaance, travel. and soll.
tude, Itwasalltonoavall. * I havairaveiled far
and wide,” hie says, " but like a sirltken deer 1
carry niy wound alwnys with me.,” Her fnce
woa always present, whether mirrored in the
clear waters or In tha smow-white clouds; her
rolos was hoard in the rustle of the wind, tha
sung of the bird, the riople of the fountalin. At
times he Lelleved himseslf cursd, anabled to
vopture back Into her presence. but no sooner
dnes he set [oot In Avignon then he is con-
vinced of his mistake. " My heart,"” he orles,
‘“is 8 seounstoms | tv elinging to bLer, and my
eyes to drawing life from her, that not to love
her would be to die.” The confliet between
love and misticlsm continued until Laura's
death,
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The nuthor of this aketeh atriken the keynota
of Petrarch's pernonality when she ppeaks of
bim as the Airst modern man, His feet wan
still Immeshed in the middle ages, but his fase

was turned toward the new time. He had the |

eager, restiess, Insatiate curloslty which wan
to eharacteriza the age of discovery. Heloved
totravel [nr the aake of travel. not ma othars

did. tor the purposes of business, reculur or |

eccleslastic, He ‘was apparently the flist
moidleyal manto clomber up the ateep aidea of
a mountain merely for the sake of the view
to ba obtained from the summit. Ho unusual
wns liin taste for siglitsceing that Petrarch
often feels abliged to apologlze for It and as-
slgna other reasnns for his journeys, not thy
lenst plausihle belng the hope of unearthing in
remato livraries unknowa manuscripta of the
Latin authors. " Other motives were. in-
vented,” he says, “to excuss my golog In the
eyes of my elders, but the real prope!ling cause
WAS oy eagernosn for now scenrs ™

It wns while an inmateof the Colonna house-
hold that Petrarch begnn his wanderings, rov-
Ing through Franie. lelglum, Germauy, and
Bwitzerland, He iravelled. probubly, at hls
pRiron’'s expenss: at nll events, he sent to
Cardioal Culonnn defalled reportsof his Im-
pressions and experlences. IPetrarch wa+ a
keon observer &p | & skilled narrator, and if
his notes of travel could bave heen pre<erved—
unfortunately only two of tho lstiers to the
Cardina! are extant—they would signally help
us to understand the oivilization of his date,
An locident of his jouroey throngh Delglum
was the fladine at Llege of two works of
Cleero hitherto unknown to him. Ono of thess
heo copied with his own hand, Ha relates that
It was only after a long and tedjous senreh
through the city that he was ablse tu obe-

iala any luk, and when found (t wns
as yellow a3 enflron. He Is astonished
to enecounter in the Ithine country

and the Netherlanrs, “so much courtesy and
splendor In the citles, so much dignity In the
men, and so much grace [n the women." The
genoral effact, howover, of his travels. at this
time as we.las afterwar), was to make Lim
more In love with ltaly than ever and mors
gruteful lor having been born an Italian, It
wan thorefore with the livelient delight that he
looked fnrward to the Nrat alght of Kome. His
louging, however. tn hehold the Eternal City
was not to be gratified until he was 33 yenrs
old, Meunwhile. be was, for the first 1lme in
his lile, put In possession of & deflnite Income
and rendersd Independent of patronage bLv
Benedict X11.. who mude him u canonof Lom-
bes. It was through an Invitation of the
Bishop of Lombes shat the poot was at last
enabled to make the journey to which bie had
looked forward, It Ispnat bellel.” he says in
8 lotter writtenshortly Lelora setting out, " how
Ilong to heliold that clty which, although deso-
lated, Is atlil th~ lmage of ancient llome. Beu-
och soema Leslde limsall with joy when he
writes to Lueillus from the vilia of Selpio Afrls
eapus, and hw deems it & grand thing to Lave
oeeu the vlace where so mreat m man l!ved
inexile and where he laft the booes which bo
refused to bis eountry, If be, a Bpaniard, feit
thus, what must I, an Italian, fes] at the
thought of seeing nnt merely Linturnvm, or
the tomb of Bolplo, kit liome Itsell, whiere he
was born and grow up, and where countlens
other grent men have lived whose fame will
Dever grow lesa i

V. '
Having travelled by tho men from Mararilles

to Civita Vecchis, Petrarch landed fn Italy |

earir In January. 1837, 8¢ unsafe had all the
roads been made by tbte war between tho
Orainl and Colonua familles that It required
aguard of two hundred bLorsemen to escort
tho pnet to tbe elty from the castle of Capran-
lea,. twen!y or thirty miles distant. Of his Nrat
Impressions of Rome Petrarch has lsft but lit-

tle record. The following relerencgdio them
is, however, sucountered In a letiar to the
Carlinal John Colonona at Avignun: * You

used to try to dlssusde me from coming, lest
the sight o! thess rulns not corresponiding to
thelr fame, sod 1o the conception 1 have
formed from books, my love for Lome might
coel, But sigbt bns diminished nothing: it
hpa marvellously Increascd everything. and
Home and her rulus are far grenter than ¥ had
fmagined thern, I no longer wonder that this
olty conquered the world, but that she was so
long in dolng IL" In his rambles about the elty,
the vost was aceompanled by abrother of
Btephen Colonna. & man of grest cultivation.
who had travelled through Egypt, Perala, and
Arabia. and whe was able to communicate
much valuable Information, The bezinnins
of the rebirth of antigully may be sald to
date from thess walks ol Petrarch in Iome.
He was the first 10 see the value of the ruined
temples, monuments, and palaces considered
s historical data, eut of which a bygooe eivi-
lizatlon might be reconstructed. Nothiog so
moved Liw asthe shameloas lodiMerence of Lhe
eople of Nome te her former greutuesa, Ko
lndifferent were they to claeslo associations
that the nobles themsalvas were not ashamed
to earry on & disgraceful trufle Lo thelr rulped
monumenta and pralaces, defacing them still
further to sell marvies to the Neapolitanms
From this tl=e Petrarch made It one of the
olueots of his llie to preveat furiher epoliation

| eompared with Lim."
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of the kind and to awaken in the Roman no-
bility a proper reversnoe for the ruina of Rome
rogarded as the witnonsea 1o har elorioun past.
The impulse given by him te 1ha pressrvation

T

and uniderstandiog of thess rufon Isd to that

selontilic study of the antiquities of Rome
which was & nacespary preparation for the re-
vival of the clas<i¢al taste In Arr.

It waa In Vaucluse, ihe charmine valley
whera I'strarch itved for some three years In
rétlremenut after his return from Rome that
he received a lefter from the Roman
Benate, Inviting him to receive from their
liands & public coronation A8 post Iaureats.
In the i'ternoon of the same day nnother mes-
songoer bronght a lettor Irom the Chanasllor of
the Univeraity of Paris, proffering to Petrarch
the samn honor in thatelty. This would seem
A marvalion- enineidenos ware It not the truth
that for many monthe tha poet hud besn plan-
ning anid working in both quarters to ohtain
the distinrtios. To him the beatowal of the
Jeurels was no smpty esremony, nor was it
maorely tiis rocogniiion by his contemporaries
of Lis llteriry pre”minence. Fis rever-
enos for nntioulty Investad the Iaural crown
with a peenliar fascination 1o his eyes,
The sama linnor had heen hastowed, aecording
to tradition, upon Virgil. Hotnoe, and Btatios,
and far thatreason Danta, while viewing the
splendors at I'aradise. had longed for such n
tribute from his native Florenes, FPetrarch
confennsn that bin own desire for tha laursl
had cost him long vizils and piteous aighs. He
henitnted for a while whether to accapt the in-
vitation from Itome or that from DParis. which
was then tha eentre of learning fn western
Eurone, Deelding Ninally to preler Rome, Lo
arrived thera in the carly part of April. 1841,
anil the voronation took place on Enster Sun«
day. Potrarch deliverad mn oration {n Latin,
whore theme was a llne from Virgll, * Love
draws me through ths steep desesrts
of Parnassun,” The diploma recelved by
Petrareh from the Benate conferred upon
him the citizanship of Home. with & perpstual
privilegs of wearing n crown of laurel and a
postic warb  In Inter years the resiniont con-
fessed that these honors were bestowed prema-
ture!y snd brought bim no renl advantage, It
eertalnly illustrates the Injustics of the world
that Petrarch, st the ags nf 37, when but few
of his writinss warsa published, should have
obtnlned the recognitinn whieh Dante died
without recelving. Dut ths truth doubtless Ia
that the vrown ostenaibly eonferred upon the
nost was raally given 1o the acholar. As the
apostie nl the new culture, Patrarch deserved
the mratitude which his codntryinen express-
ed. The nnexampled popularity of Petrarch
proved to bs no mera transitory fashlon, but
continued unabnted until his death, nearly
forty years after his co:onation. During all
that period his position as autocrat of let-
tera was unchalenged. Popes showered
favora upan him in apite of his cpen condoemnoa-
tlon of the corruption of the Pupnal Court, and
Lie was (ive times offered the Important post of
npostolle seeratary. He was frequently em-
ployed on important embassiea and was re-
ceivad by soversigns as no equal. In whatever
city be visited he was walcomed with honors
aruch ns ware pald to vo forsiun prince. If
he walked the strests of Milan the eitizens un-
covered thelr hends: in Venlce he was ushered
to the seat of honor at the right hand of the
Doge. and the Benate of that city deoreed that
there was “"no phllosoplier and ne Christian
poet, slther in the present or the past, to be
Hla lottars, Anally, wers
so highly valued that the courlers whn - bore
them were oflen stonped on the way until his
ndmirers could make coplos of the precious
documents,

VY.

An Interestine episode in Petrarch's lile was
bi« relntlon tn Coladi Hienzl, the ardent youna
enthu-inst, who. in 1347, attempted to restore
the dignity of nnclent liome. Like I'strarch
h=lived In the past ruther than in the present,
and falled to measure the distance beiween
the populace of his dar—the senrm and sedi-
ment of eount!ess rne '8 barbarized by the lin-
gering miseriea of the Middie Ages—and the
Fopulua Romanus ol the old republie. Rienzi's
dream had long been known to Petrarch, and
bin osrcer was watehed with fervent aympathy.
Wo can understand then the delight with
which he learned, In 1347. that without shed-
ding n droo of blood Rienz! had bhecome the
masier of Rome under the long obsolete title
of tribune. P'strarch at once addressed to the
naw tribune nnd the Roman people & long let-
ter of congratulation, in whieh hie hafled Rien-
zl as & new Homulus. a second DBrotus. and
anothar Camillus, Indeod. the pnlans of Rienzl
were not limited to HRome, his dream
being ldentical with that cherishod Iat-
er by Mazzinl, the dream of & wuniied
Italy resuming ber former Importance
in the world. But, a« it Is well known, the sud-
den elevation to powar turned Itlenzi's head.
and Petrarch’s counsels and warnings were Jf
noavall tostay his downfall, Deecoming panle
stricken on acvonunt of an insignificant rumor,
be at once concluded that wll was lost. and vol-
untarlly threw up h 5 nMee.  Potrarch did not
withdraw his friendship from Ktlenzi witer the
Iatter’s |- 85 of powor. He only reproache | him
with two misiakes: firat, that he did not, wlien
be had the ahiefs uf tha Roman uobility in his
npower, dastroy them at one stroke, instead of
allowing them to go forth free to renew their
couspirney: socond, thut he fled from the capl-
tal, "' when nowhere (n the world could be have
died more gloriously.” Of Ilenzl's second
hrief And disasirous attampt to rule as Koman
Benator under Papal sanction, Petraich makes
no mention, nor of his mirerable death at the
hands of the lloman psople on the stepa of that
Capitol that the poet thovght wo elorious a
plnce 1 which to dle.

Y

It was in 1048, the year nfter Nienz('s tribu-
hu'e, that the binok denth swopt over Europe.
Among the covntless vietlws curried nway by
the pratiloncs—one-hall of the fohabitants of
Avignon nresald to bave perished—was the
Luurs who had so long becn the object of
Petrarch's worahlp. In the maunuscript copy
of “Virgil" mevivunly referrod 10. is the poet's
Urlef rocord of hei denth: * Laura. lllnstrious
for her own virtues, and long celebrated by my
verses, first nnpenred to my eyes In my early
youth on the Gth day of April, 1327, in the
enrly morning, in the Church of 8antn Clars at
Avignon. Apd in the same city, in the same
month of Aprll, on the same Gth dar ol the
month, and atthe eame hour, in the year 1344,
tho llght of my 1ife was tnken from me, while
1. alas, wos in Verona. lenorant of my fate.
The ead unews rosched me on the 9th
of Mny in a letter from my Louls. Her
beautiful body was depoaited on tha
evening of the same day In the Church
of the Cordaliers, Her spiril, as Benecs
said ol belpio, bas returped, I belleve.
to the hoaven whence It eame. To pre-
serve tho momory of my lass, 1t s with bit.
ter plensure that [ record it here, in & place
which comes often under mv eyes, that noth-
Ingin thils llie may hereafler glve me pleasuro,
nod that tho clief tlo Lelog broken, I mway by
frequent reading of these words and thinking
of this transitory life bo resdy to Jeave this
enrthly Esbylon, which by the help of God will
Le easy. with the constant and manly recollec.
tion of the fruitless desires and bopes and sad
vicissitudes whioh bove so long agitated me."”

L vin

There is in Petrarch's life & dlsagreshls Inel-
dent which npevertheless cannot be wholly
overiecked by the blographer. The mind re-
colls at learning that the inspired singer of the
* Canronlore,” who has besn beld up for oen-
turfes as the (Ideal lover, able to wor-
slip one woman for sweunty years with-
out encouragement. was &t the same
time the father of two llegiticmate cbil.
dren whose mother. If Indeml they had
the sume muthor, is unknown. The fact that
Vatrarch was an sculeslastlc nowise added to
his faults In tho eyes of bis contemporarios,
The celibacy of the priesthood was kuown o
be s mere empty vhrase. From Popes and
Cardinals down there were very few io the
rapks of the elergy who con!d cast & stone at
Petrarch on the score of sexual derelicifons,
The general lmmoralisy of the Church la hls

| and acknowledswed.

day Is manifest from the elreumstance that |

whon Petrarch’s enemies sought for slenders
| with whieb to blacken his name. not one of
them thourht of mesntioning his liegitimate
children ns A disgraes to him or to hin profes-
slon, although thelr exiatenca wns woll known
From the fNrat {ndesd,
Patrarch ssams to bave taken oharge of his
ehlidren, hariag both legitimatized by A I'apal
bull, and making bimsslf reaponsible for their
education. The son. duriog the whols of hia
short [ife, brought nothing but discredit and
annoyanes to hia father. In hia daughter,
Francesca, Petraroh found more happiness,
From the time of her marciags in 1363, she
mede a home for her father until his death.

v,

Itisin his relation with Doscaceln that wa
pee ‘he moat dellghtful side of Peirarch's
ebaracter. P'etrarch and Boecaceio were the
greatest living writers, not only of Italy Lut
of the world, And it was certninly of ad-
vantage to |iteraturs that, Instead of oy ri-
waley hetwesn them. thore existad nnly the
moat eordinl affection. Instend of emch form-
Ing & solool they worked towsthar in perfeet
harmony. the one perfe-ting Ital nn verse, the
otber creating Itallan pross, and both labore
fog to nrouss the world to a know'edge nnd
anpreciation of the long neglestad cinanies,
'n one point they diffar .d. Boeeacclo mildly
reproved Lils friend for not having in his own 1=
Lrary a eopy of the ™ Divine Come:y." Petraroch
replied tuat he had Intentlunally nerlacted
Dante for fear of unconsclously imitating
him, He eonceded to Dants the first rank
among the writers of the vulgar tongue. Dut
Petraroh ninceraly beliavod that hissown worka
would outrank Daunte's, becauss they ware
written in the poble Latin tongue. while
Dante's wers in the vernacular. Pestrarch
could never belleve that Italian. the toniue of
the common peopls, would ever bocome the
Iaceuage of literature. lHe rested his hope of
immortality malnly on his great Lalin eplo
“Afries' whoss very nams (8 now forgotten.
Petrarch, it ssoms, was never waary of bortow-
fog substantisl favors upon Boocucelo. When
the latter was in need, as oftan happenasd. his
frisnd lorced money upon him. He urged him
ngnin anod again to shnre his home and his
fortune. 'l cannot make you rich.' he sald,
“but I have plenty for two who have only one
heart and live under one roof.” " Why do you
talk to mo of debt,” be writes agaln,  you owe
menothimg but love, and that you havealready
pald in advance." It is nlso intarssting to
recall that it was owlng to Petrarch's influence
that Boecacelo began the study of Greek and
labored for its revival in Italy. Petrarch bad
himsell attempted to learn the lanzuage some
yeara sarlier. but had bean deprived of hia
teacher before he had muade more than a be-
gioning. He never ceased to regret that
*Homer was mute to him whilo he was deaf to
Homer." He now urged Doocacelo to selze the
opportunity that had escaped him. and he
aided him in sevurlog the sarviess of Leontius
Pilatus. a Gresk scholar who happened to be
In Yenice during ons of Hocemocio's visits tn
the poet. It Is acurlous [act, in view of the
intimaor between these (wo wrilers that
Petrarch shruld have long remnined ignorant
of the work upon whioh Boocacclo’'s fame chipl-
Iy rests. Whatever may have boen the onuse,
the " Decameron” only cnme into Dstrarch’s
bands In the last year of his life. He was
willing to overiook the fresdom and llcen-
tiousness of some of tho tules * on account of
tho youth of the auihor, the Inaguage In which
they were written, nnd the audience for which
they ware composed.” The benutiful atory of
Griselda so chiarmed Tetrarch that he learned
it by heart. aud unwllling to leave it 10 8o
limited an audience and so short a life, as he
ruppored it would abtain in the vulgartongue,
he himeell transla‘ed it intn Latin.

When Petrarch died In July. 1374—only one
day before the soveotieth anniversary of his
birth—It was found that he had remambered
Boceaccio In his will, leaving him fity gold
fiorine to buy A winter eloak for his nightly
siudies. although he was ashamed. he said,
*to lenve mo small a sum to so great a man.”
Boacnecio was overwhelmed with griel at his
friend's death, and survived him but a few
months.

It s worth whils to recall the palnstaking
ears which Petrarch be«towe! up- o so small a
thing as n singlo sonnet. It was his custom
with bis Itallen, ns well as his Latin writings,
to kesp them by hin for months, allowing a
sonnet "o lie polishiog in his mind like a peb-
bla on the seashora ™ untll his taste was satja-
fled with the result. Hia taste was not always
unerring, nod it would not be dificult to cull
from his poems examples of extravagaut
hyperbole and far-fetched coneefts. Dut nftor
nll possibile deductions have been mude upon
that score, emcugh of grace, of melody. nnd of
Artistic perfection remains to justily his title
of prince of lyric noets. It Is nevertheless
true that the sonnets must be perused singly

some impressinn of maonotony. Heblegal wus

hava been surfeited had she read at one sitting
all the stanzas in which I'e rurch immortalized
her beauty and his own pussion. M, W, U,

Merbert Mpencer on Woman's Righta,

They who recall the elassifiea’'lon of Mr,
Hreurent Seescen's * Synthetlo Philesophy™
wiil remember thut the orown of the work wus
to bes the affiliation of ethica to the doctrine of
evolution.

| author from continuing thiasection of his task.
Even now, believing that Lis remaining enor-
gles may notenable him toearry out bis whole
design. Mr. Bpencer bas passed over part 11,
and part I11. of the " Principles «f Mornllty"--
the "Inductions of Lthies" and the * Ethies of
Individual Life"—and in the volume befois us
devoles himsell to the Lihics of docial Life;
Justice; (Appletons).

In the first five chapters of the presant bonk
the author examines anlmal, sub-human and
humnanethics. and traces the svolution of the
feellni and {dem of justice. In the sixth and
seventh chapiers he propounds and defeuis
the formula of justice, which is as follows:
" Every man is free to do that which he wilis,
provided bhe Infringes not the equnl freedom
of suy other man." Thoere In, of course, noth-
Ing now {u this formula, nnd It 18 My, Spencer'n
applicadons of it that will ba read with ju-
terent. His reviow of the corollaries of the fors
muln of justice leads him to discuss 1ho rlglis
of men to the uses of natural media; the
rigbts of property in general, of free coniranct
and of fras industry, the rights of fres boliel
and of Iree apesch, and, finally, the limitstions
of the duties of the Hiats, From thia sum-
mary of subjecta it will at once he manifest
that in this volume ths author sets foith his
Ideas about rocialiam, lan/| naturalization, and
woman's rigbta His views of the two former
subjects may be mura ornvenlently presented
at apother time, and for the moment wo con-
fine oursalves to pointing out the conclusi e
arrived at by Mr. Bpeocer in resard to tue
riglts of women,

| B

No atlempt Is mada In the book helore us to
compure in detull the cupacities of men and
women, It suffices for the su'hor's present
purpose to recogunize the unnuestionable fact
that some women nre physically stronger than
some men, and that some women have higher
mental endowments than some men—higher,
Indeed, than the great majority of men. From
this fact 1t follows that even were it possible 10
adjust liberties te abilities, the adjustmens
would have to be made irrespective of sex.
The difculty of discriminating batween the
rigbts of men and the rights of women
reappears under another form. (I we
set nut with the proposition that just
as, disregarding exceptions, the average
physieal powers of women are less Lian the
averoge physical powers ol men, 8o, oo, are
their averawe meotal powers, Ve could nct in
practios conform our plana to this truth, It
would be imposaible to mscertaln the ratio he-
tween the two averages, and |t would be impos-
sible likewise to proportion the spberes of ac-

and not eollectively if one wonld avoll an Irk- |

right when be said that Laura hersell might |

| the [futher,
Yhe proce:s of afllliatlon began
with *' The Ditm of Ethies"” publiched imn 1579, |
| but {il heal'h has until recently prevented the |

sivity to them. Mr, Bpenocer even £008 0B L0

SUN. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 181 ;

argus that gensrosity prompting equalization
would direct thar, were any differsnce to be
made betwean the libertiea of men and women
on the score of thelr eapacity, it cught to be so
made that by way of compensation smaller
{meulties should huve greater facilities. Gen-
erosity nside. however, justice demnands
that woamen, It they are not Aartificinily
advaniaged, must not at any rate bs artificial-
Iy disadvantaged. Hence, If men and women
ars severally regarded as indepsndent mem-
bers of & soclety, each one of whom ban to do
the best for himesll or herself. (t resuits In
Mr. Spencer’s opinlon, that no reatraints can
anuitably be placed upon women in respact of
tha oecupationa professions, or other carerra
which they may wish to adopt. They must
have llke freadom to propare thempslves, and
like fresdom to profit by sueh Information and
skill as they acquire.

Mr. Bpencer qualifNes. however. this general
concesslon by acknowledging that more In-
valvad quostionsa nrike whoen we tuke into ac-
eount the relations of womsn to msn lo mar-
ringe and the relations of women to men In the
Btate, Of those cqualliberties with men, which
wonien should hinve hafors marcisge, the au-
thor of this buok would say that in equity they
should retaln a ter marriage all those liber-
tles which nre not necessailly Interfvred with
Uy the inarital relat on-the right to phrsical
Integrity, the right of ownership to property
enrned apd property given or boquoathed, the
right to res belief aud (res apesch, &o. Their
claimn ¢an properly be qualifed only so far as
they are traveracd by the understood or ox-
piers~d terms of the contract voluntnrily en-
tered Into, As thess torma vary In differont
places and timea, the resulting qualifieations
must vary, Here, thernfore, no hard and fast
rule can be lald down, and ona must Le
enntent with approximations. In respect
of property. for Instanes, Mr. Bpencer
desms {t reasonabls that where the hus-
band Is exclusively responsibla for the
maintenance of the family, property which
would otherwise belong 1o the wife may
equitably be assigned 1o him—the use. at least,
If not the possssaion: sincve, if not, it would be-
come possible for the wile to use her nropsrty
or its proceeds for her personal Benefit only,
and refuss to contribinte toward the expenses
of the jolat honsehold. Omly where she Ia
equally responsible with him for family main-
tenance doea it scom rlght that she should
bave squally unnualifled ownership of prop-
erty. Mr Bpenocer, however. docs not mean to
say that the responsibilities must be entirely
reciprooal. For, though rights of ownership
being suppored equal. it would at firstsight ap-
pear thatthe one is a3 much bound asthe other
to maintain the two and theirchildren; yet
this is negatived by the existence on the one
side of onerons functions which do not exist
on the other and which largely ineapacitate
for active life. Nothing more than & compro-
mise, varving wmccording to the eciroums
stances, soemsa here possible. Tho discharge
of domesiic and maternal duties by the wite
may ordinarily be beld afair equivalent for
the earning of an Income by the huaband.

Reapecting powers of control over ons an-
other's actions and over the household, the
conclusions drawn in this book ars still more
Indelinite, Mr. Bponcer holds that the rela-
tiva pousitions of husbnod and wife as eon-
tributors of moneyas and services havsto be
taken Into agcount, as well as their respeotive
naturas:and these factora in the problem are
variable, When thers arise conflicting wills,
of which both cannot he fullllled, but one of
which must issue In actlon, the law of equal
froedom cannot In each particular case be con-
formead to, but can he conformed to onlyin
the sverage of cases. Whether it should
be conlormed to In the average of
cares must depend on clrcumstances.
Mr. Hpencer I8 disposed to say, howerer, that
since, spenking generally, man ls more judi-
elally minded than woman, the balanes of au-
thority should incline to the side of the hus-
band; especially as he usually provides the
means which make poasible the fulllliment of
the wlll of efther, or the willa of both. But it
s ndmitted that in respect of this relation, rea-
soning goes for little; the churactors of the
parties concerned determine the form it takea,
The enl!y effect which eguitahble considera-
tionsa nre likely to have is that of moderating
the uss of such supremacy as eventually
arisen,

Tr.

Another question, equally involved or more
Involyed, concerns the posse-sion and man-
agement of children. Decisions about man-
agement bave to be made danlly, aud declsions

| about possessiot must be made io uil cases of

separation. What aro the relative clalms of
hosband and wife in such cusesa? Mr, Epen-
cor's an-we: s that, oo the one hand, it
may be said of the direct physical elaims,

otherwise equal. that that of the mother
fs rondered far greater than that of
the fnther by the contlonued mnutrition

of the In!ant before und afier birth. On the
o!lier hand. it may e urgwd on the jinrt of the
father that In the normal order of things the
food by whileh the mother hns boen supported
and the nutritlon of the infant was mnde poa-
sllile ins been provided by Lis labur. Whether
thia enunter claim ba or bs not equiva'ent.
Mr. Spencer admits that the clalm of the
mother cabuot well La less thnn that of
Of the compromisa respects
Ing manazement, which justies thus ap-
pears to dietntes, he deema It reasonable
to say thnt the power of the mother
may fitly predominate during the enrlier part
of nehlild's life, and that of the (ather durlog
the Inter part. ‘I'ne maternal nature Is betler
s justod to the neeids of Infancy and enrly
childhood than is the patornul nature, while
for fitting ehilidren, and especlally boya, for
the batrle of Iifa. the [ather, who hns had most
expariones of it, may Le conslidered the bost
guide. Dut it seams alike Inequitatle and in-
expedient 1lkat the power of elther should at
soy time be exerodsed 1o the excluclon of the
powar of the other, Of the remapective olaims
to possession, where reparation tnkes wlace.
rome guidance |8 agnln furnished hy cinsldor-
ation of the children’s welfure, non equal /di-
siston, where It I8 possllle, belng so mmade thut
the younger remain with the mothar and the
eldor go with the futher, Ividently, however,
nothluk 16 Liere possible it compromise based
on ennsidoration of thy rpecinl elrevinstonces,
Coneerning the vlalms of women ns domess
tiewlly nesocinted with men, Mr. Sponeer adds
that in Euglund, and still more In the Uwndted
Btatos, the noed for urging them {8 not presss
ing. In mome ocases, Indesd, thero is aeons
vorea need, Dutthers are other elvllized so-
cletics 1o which thelr claime are very in.
adequately recognized: a votable instapce
in Germany, WIth other ressons prompt-
ing the author to make thls remurk iw

| jo neil, he roys. the remambrance of a con-

ver-atlon betweon twy Germans in whiob,
with contemptuons laughter, they were de-
seribing bow I Englind they iad often ssen,
on A Hunday or other holiday. an nrtisan re-
levioe bis wile by carrying the clild they bhnd
with them. 7Thelr sneors produced in Mr,

Epencer a fesling of shame—rcut not for the |

artisan,

v,

The mutbor has still to eonslder, from the
ethical pulntof view. the politienl position of
women as compared wiih the politica! posltion
of men, Untll the latier has been deslt wity
the former oannot be expounded, The truth
is, that Mr, Bpencer's aslinition of the po-
littoal rights of men differs materially
from that prevalling in Eogland apd the

| mdduces

Mr. Bpsnoer holds that oconsideration showe
this not to be the fact. Citizenahin he says
doss not Inelude only the giving of votes
jnined now and agaln with the fuifiiment
of repressntative functiops. It lueludes
nlso ocertan rerloun resvonsibilities. But
it so. thers cannot bes equality of eit-
{zanship unlesn Along with the share of goold
there goer the shinre of evil. To call that
saunllly of eitlzenahlp. under which some
enjor rowers grntls while others pay for
thelr powers by undertaking risks. is. in Mr.
Spencer’s oninion, absurd. Men, whatever po-
litleal powera they may in Any cass pO=RORA,
are At the same time severally linble to the loss
of llberty, to the privation. and occaslonally to
thedaath nonssquent nn having to defend the
country. If women, along with the same po-
litieal powars, huve not the same llabilities,
thelr position {8 not ona of equailty
but one of supremmoy. Unless, tharefors.
women furnish contingants to the army and
nayy, ruch aa men farnish, it Is manifest that,
equitably considered. the nqueation of the
equul " politleal righ'a™ af wimen eannnt be
entertalned until thiere is ronchel & state of
permanent peacs. Then only wonld It bs pos-
pihla (whether desirable or not) to make the
politieal positions of men and women ths
pame. Itis noknowledged by Mr. Bpenoer thut
this reason doas not negative the elaima of
women to equal shiare (n lncal governments
and adminlatrations, If It 1s contended that
theso shou!d be withheld. It must be for rea-
sons of other kinda,

Wae have then the fundamental conesssion
that In proportion ns & community passos
from a state of militanoy to a atate of indus-
trialiam, such as obtaine to & very large extent
in England and the United Btates. it ‘becomes
mora and mors possible to give men and
women the same political rights. Responsi-
bliitles ceasing to differ, one declsive ohjection
tosquality of powers (sextingulshed. Does
it follow that It will be expedient to
wive votes to women? We are pra
pared  to hear Mr. Spencer answer this
question in the negative. Inasmuch ms A
distinguishing featurs of this volume Is his
denial of the expediency under existing con-
ditionns of giving votes to all men. Ths quea-
tion of practionl moment to the community Is.
he snys, whether rights, proparly so callad
(amoug such rights he does not think that the
power to vote must necessarily be Included),
arsllikealy to be better mnlntalned if women linve
votes than If they have not. Mr, Bpencer pro-
cosds to asslgn some reasons for concluding
that the maintenance of suech rights would, In
the event of women obtalniue the suffrage, be
leas rather than more satisfactory.

The comparative impulsiveness of women
is, be thinks. s trait which would make In-
c¢rense of thelr Influence an Injurious factor in
legislation, Human balngs at large, as at
present conatituted, are far too much swayed
by speclal emotions, temporarily execited, aud
not held in cheok by the smgregate of other
emotlons. and women are carrled away by the
feslinas of ths moment still more than men
ara. This characteristlo Is at variance
with that judiclalewindedness which should
gulde the mnking of Jawa, Freedom from
passions execlted by temporary eholer or
particular objects s an obvious prerequi-
site to good lewislation. This prerequisite (s
st present but imperfectly fulfilled, and It
would be more imperfectly fulfilled were the
franchise extended to women. Mr. Bpeocer
goes on to point out that this moral diference
is accompanied by a kindred intellectual dif-
ference. Very few men and still fower women
form oplnions in which the general and the
abstract have a due place. The partioular and
the conorete are alones operative in their
thoughts. Nine legislators out of ten and nine-
tr-nine voters out of & hundred, when disbuss-
Ing this or that measure, think only of the im-
mediate results to be obtained: they do not
think atallof the Indirect results.or of the effect
which the precedent will have, or of the Influ-
ence un men's character, Had women votes
this absorption of consclousness In the proxi-
mate and personal to the exclusion of the ree
mote and impersonal would be still greater,
and the immenss mischiefs at present pro-
duoced would be augmented.

V.

At the outset. indeed, of this volume, the
author was at palos to show that thers is a
radical opposition bstween the ethics of the
famlily and the ethlcs of the Btate, and that {n-
troduction of either into the sphers of the
other Is fnjurious—fatal, indesd, If sxtensive
and continuous. Character is that which
eventually detesrmines eonduot, ths intelll-
mence joined with it simply serving as s min-
ister proouring satisfaction for those feelings
which make up the character. At present
Loth men and women are led by thelr feelings
to vitiate the ethics of the Btate by Intro-

duciog the ethics of the family. But it
is especially in the nature of women
a8 a concomitant of thelr maternal

functions to yisld bsnelits not in proportion
to deserts but in proportion to the absen-e of
deserts; to give most where capacity s loast.
The love of the heinless, wihich may serve as &
meneral descrintion of the parental instinct,
stronger in women than in men, and swaying
thelr conduct outside the family as well as in-
slde, more than it sways the conduot of men,
must lu a still greater degree than In men
prompt public actions that are unduly regard-
ful of the Inferior as compared with the supe-
rior. The present tendency of both sexes Is to
contemplate citizens as having elaims In pro-
prortion tothelr neods, their neods belng habite
ually proportionate to their demerits; and this
tendency, stronger In women than In men,
must, iT it operates politically, eause a more
general fostering of the worse nt the expenss
of the better. Instend of that maintenance of
rights which, as Mr. Bpemcer demonatraten in
this volume. is but a systematlc enforcement
of the priuciple thot emoh shall receive the
good and evil results of his own conduct, there
wou'd eomo greater and more numerous
breaches of that principle thau are at present
obrerved, 5till more than now would the good
which the superlor have earned be forclbly

| taken away from them to Lelp the fnferlor;

and still more than now would evila which the
inferlor have brought uvon themsslves be
shouldered on tu the superlor.

Attention is divected to mnother objection
based on a tralt of nature by which women
aro distinguished, and which arlses from ad-
justinent, not to the muateroal, but to the
marital relntlon.  While their feelings have
Locome muilded Into special Atness for deals
ing with oMapring. they iave alsn become nde-
justed tionn appropriute eholee of husbands—
A0 far ut Joast ns conditions tiave allowed them
to choose. Tower. bodily or mentally, or both,
Is and ever Lus beon tla: muscullne trait
which most attravts women; and by dolng so
furthers the multiplication of the sirvnger.
Yarleties In which this distinelive praference
Wi lenst marked must, other things Leing
equal, huve ever teuded to disappear before
other snrieties. Ience In wumen » worshlp

Lol power underall its lorms, and hence & relu-

tive conmervalism. Authority no matter how
embodivd ~politlonlly, ecelesinstically, or ro-
clally=nwnys womon still more than It sways
men, Evidence of thin s furnislied by wocles
ties of all grides. Bauctilled by the lnjunctlons

of ancesty, customs ara adbered to by women | 9

more than by men, even where Instinctive
feelings might liave been expected
prodoes ao o posite effuet. Mr,
the Ilpstances of the ndhesion
by the women among the Jusngs to
romething less than Eva's dress after the men

| bad takento luin-eloths, Religlous funaticlsm
| which Is the expression of extreme subordina-

tion 10 & power concelved as sunarnatural, has

Unlied Btates. This definition will naturally | always leen carried further by women than by

affeet his view of the right of women to
vote in genernl polltical electionw. There s,
Lowever, one sspeut of the mutier which
may be examined at once, Are the po-
liticwl rights ol women the sams as thoss
ol men? The mssumption that they are the
same is now widely cuirent. Aloug with the
{dentity of rights arising from the humun
Dature common to the tw., sexes there is aa-
sumed to go an Identity of rights In reapect to
the direction of publio affairs, At fret sight is
seema that the two properly mo togelber, but

men, Th-difference was remarked among the
Greoks; observers lave notlced (t In Jupan:
lnstunces aro supplied by the Hiuloos: and It
In at present manifest throughout Europe,
This seotimont, then, which power
tho trapplogs of power wud-r all
excite, must |' voles wire

Klven to

| women, strepgthen all authorities. politieal

and ecclosinstioal. Mr, Bpencer recognlzes
that it may be thought tbat mnder presant
oonditions & connsrvative Influsnes of this
kind would be beneficial, and he would be ig-

clined to ahare the oninken d14 there not o,
exist In women the traitof lova of the nelp.
less. But colporating with thas nro‘erence
of mensiosty over jurtice, this power.wop
ship in women, If allowed fuller evpras
sion, would (ncrease 'he ability of publis asw.
olan to overrlde Individunl rights in the Purs
suilt of whut wera thought bensflcent sada It
{s another qu«stion whether such ovil woylg
resuit [n time to coms, when the volitical som.
rlieations canasd Ly the tramsitionai atate
through which England and the United Staieg
ara passing shall have disappearsd. Me,
Hoancer deums It anite possibla that the pas.
session of votes by women would then by
beneflcinl,

Of eourss the author of the " Bymthetls
Philosophy” does not overlook the plen thag
without Immediate enfranshissment women
cannot obtaln legAl recoanition of thejp
eqnitable claims, In his opinlon thia plea |g
not countananced by experiance, Durlng the
Inst thirly vears various disabilities of woman
have been removed with but little resistance
from men. Comoaring the behavior of men to
men with the bebavier of men to women,
it 1a manilest that In modern times the
sentiment of justice has hesn more opara.
tiva in determining the last than |g
determining the first Tll-treated classss of
mon have had to strugele far lonzer befors
they obtained from the classes who i1l treatsd
them the conoceasions they demindad thap
women as a ¢lass have had to strugale before
oblalning from men as & class the varlons
fresdoms they ask. They have obtained thess
without politioal powsr; andthers is noresson
todoubt that anch further Injustice as they
complaln of—chiefly In reapect of the sustody
ofchlldren—may be similarly removed with.
out making the glzantio constitutional change
which some women seek.

TRUE BTRANGE BEA BTORIEA

Skips Tossed on Unruly Sens in Pias
Wanther—A Quear Carreat—Sesa Perils,
The one writer of rea rtories who of all

others has a regular constituenoy. so to speak,

amonx the seafaring people: the one whoss
stories. no matter how atrangs or unusoal
they may be, are always read with attention
and respect; the one, morsovar, that Is the
most prolifle of all sea writers, Ia the hydro.
graphle ofMoer at Washington. Thare are twa
things to be raid of his stories which commend
tham to aeafaring men; they are true snd they
are short, Hesldes that, some of them are ox.
ceodingly sirange. Il George W. Cable or
some other writer would collect the * Htrange

True Storlesof the Bea,” he would find the

task fascinating to himsell and the result 1.

teresting to the reader.

The st publication of the Hydrographis
Ofica—the periodical for Beptémber—1is a falr
sample of the story-telling abliity of the hy.
drographer, nnd contains three strangs stories,
besides m host of tales of such thrilling ex-
periences In storms as would make a lands.
man's halr stand on end were they related In
graphio detall,

On the 23d of Aurust the British steamship
Robert Harrow!nog. Caot. Hugheon, was about
750 miles east of the capes of the Delaware. It
s & qulet part of the sea. not at all specially
subject to storms or unusual happenings such
as one mightlook forinthe Caribbean Bea. but
atl0:30 o'clock that morning. sithough the
wind was light, the sea suddenly beoame s>

much agitated that the waves pournd over the
ship's rides, Hlling her well deck complately
full. Then the sea subsided agalu, and byl
P. M. it was a dead flat under a oalm,

The Hritish akip Ben Cruachan, Capt. Robe
erts, & similar experience ?n the d5th of
Aprll lnst. Bbe was then in the Indian Ocesn,
about half way between Ceylon and Bumatra,
when at 5:41 o'clock In the alternoon, without
any previous warning. th - ship bexan to trem-
ble as { In & collision withsome hidden wreok,
and so continued for seventy-flve seconds. A
heavy swell from the southesstarome, while
there was an unusual convulsion of the water
in addition to the swell, According to the hy«
drogra Eh" L'D:h of these experiences were dus
auakes,

Another otrange story that is quite as res
markuble as, though less striking than, the
othera was that related of the German steam-
ahlg Boandla, Uspt, HoY which st ’alook
on the morsm‘f’p!oun ¥ 18, in Iatitude 44" 05°

nortn, @an 833 west, en e
strong current, about a mn?"ﬁ? [y Inll:
wide, a sea river, rumnning from morth
to south with wsuoch velocity that while
crossing it the steamer's olm ad
to be put over 156 degrees to wgnumt its in.
fluence. The water was two eas colder
n the curreut than on either mide of {t. Iis
anks wore very well marked in the water.

N
This {s & part of the sea very often cronsed
but no sunh ﬂhanomonm hus been notioe
thers, a fact that suggests the exintence ..fa
ourrent flowing from north to south beneath
i:“ Gulf Btream, whi may now aod then
roak mrou? to the surface, as sub-gurrents
in river- are known to dﬁ
rAman: the tales of perils by storms that
of the British steamahip Tlnldlll- GI;-.LD?O.
Bhe was in the Gulf of lhonl l’hl% & gnle
came on very suddenly, with & sea that rose
more rapidly than the wind. Tlﬁ. 768 Ware
80 high and -tu? that the ship no chanoce
to risa—they burled her almost out of -uﬂ's'n
every biow they struck her. In this emers
gency the oargo shifted ‘:ad the s EOAr
ecarried away. Bhe drif halplesaly for two
days, when the wind and the sea went down as
n'Fluty as they bad come u
hen there was mg British bark Emma Pay-
eant. Uapt. Dexter, In a galo off the American
ooust the unrl was thrown on her beam ends,
and there rolled in the hurricane for two dars
w nllre:.nma mablﬁsl hevel
L] 8 of ench s WAS AR naar hoepeles
a8 one could wall lma:ﬂao."l:.lahu lllapl.ul
logs trginx ciroumeatances have oftun sent as
ood ships ns these to the bottom, and for
the orews were o sok fne-

forty-eight hou
ing what seomed to be eemln.d;. in & moat

terrifying form. Bat they pu through wi

no loss of lifs and comparatively small dam-
Bislo tlg’ ship. beoauss in both ea<es there
was an abundant supply | on board suita

of ol
ble for smonthing the combe The waves
that were burying the T m;:h osassd to
break as soon as the of to apread,
while the bark fou and fell. even lt. on
her beam ends, without strain as soon as
oll was us 1t was becannse of the saving
fect of the ol that the stories ware printed
the hydrographer.
The last atrange trne ses atory to be teld s
thut of the great hurricane at Martinjque. Be-
o ot O o gtpers v
0 L ]
port is glven in full; FUORTADRALS Fo>

Reporis recaived br m.rrun.p-% ?:':“‘ &nl a very e

Wars hurricans was exparis on the
eveniog of Aug 14, uwn’ gTend desiruc :: af life
snd rrunonr and the lvesof nomerons vessals, The ¢f-
ficial repars s eaid to siate that the loss of (ife was
and of property §10 000, K0, The dats thus far ress

Ara tos Incomplete to allow of pletiing the track o
hurricane with any certainty, I||DGI¢‘I L ap

havemived about weat nurthwast over Man ullln
:Slfil'lel;o:noonm{h‘lulrdt any sastward. 1t fa dasired to

& compleits Infnrmation as
Ppublish & more complete accouns. PIEDIA IR prale. Iy
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4 WONDERFUL DAKOTA WELL

—
It Throws a 8 1.2.1nch Nirenm to a Holght
of 140 Feeot.

Prom the Souwth Dakots Huronits,

The ar'esian well on the Va B
coitinues (o atiravt great vsmlira . ‘?k ';.n'im
And well It mny. for it (s really the wonder o
the nke. Following the tesis male of the
pressure Buturduy ana Bunday, the cap was
removed. and through » noszle & 2helneh
strenm of water was sfiotl up into the air s din-
tance of 12)to 14U fest. Fln direot aourse of
tho uiremm was greatly intcrurmj with by the
eross boams and Lrac-s of the derrick. ‘Itl
aclenr way aud no winda 24-inoh stream
would be sent 140 feet into the sir. Ho great

to |
Bpencer |

nod
forms |

18 the wpressure thot piase boards six |
wide and oneloch thick, used as .‘.'.np.hns
braces on ihe derrick, fifty fest above t
mouth of l.h? well, wore broken by the foroe o
the water, Whilw thi- nozzle wan on. the de

L rick, which is wveveniy-five feet high, was ale
a-: low

most hddon from view by the spray

| Unesof the n rewm

I atar in the evening Mr. Weston,
the wall, wiio hns cliarge o 1he drllﬁl.la.l...;.as
moved the 2-5-luoh pozsle nnd placed upon the
ploe u 4-1neh ope.  Liumediately & stream 4
iurhos In diametor mhot up neiriy 70 {ant,
luging evervihing in {ts descent, Thia wus
nocomynnird by s desp w"nmi sound, and
frequent whirp reports resembllog the dine
chargs of A rifle were heard, I'his stronm, as
well a8 the « nller oue. struck the waiklng
be 1 sod hroke much of iis forve.
he winnunt of water that flows from the
well Is tromanidoys. helng ostimated st from
B0 1o 10,000 eallons par minu e, Even a:
the lowass! flgure enongh pours out o
the wall to furnish every mean, wameaa,
and ehild in the Btate of Bouth Dakots with
AL least four gallons of water every tweoty-
{nur hours. Asto the pressure, that has not
ween lully asoprialoed, but from tests already
minde It I8 known 10 hs conslisrubly more
| tuan .'llilrolmlin to the wgunrs inol, With a
| Iate test It im likoly tu repet 428 poundy. 1 he
preasire has stealdily joereass | for the ‘et
throe daye, wnd muy oxesed the atiove fyuies.

o!

U'lie wall in now i) fasl dwap, ail os 8000 o8
MR NOrY naw oprdersd areves e wors ol
£oaming "hn hevle to elieht fnehes i ameiar,
makin st an elitht-ineh wel, fron oo 1o bote

| tam, will e prosecyted  us waler 8 soft,
clonr, aud plensant 1o the ta-1e 11 1s Noodin

reat ditchvs have been dug to carry it I{'-.
the Jim River, acres n! wiler may ho seel ia
every direction, &uhﬁut linnl-t‘:htl s e

1 the low places ln the vie nity and, sittous
+ &rentent artoslan well la the worl




