SOME NEW BOOKA.

The Ayzantine Empire,

Of the many volumes (ncluded In the * Sto-
riea of the Nations" series (Putnamn), the
most important s the Iatest, entitled The Hy-
saniine Empire, by C. W, €, Omax. This is the
first attempt to popularize tho right concep-
tion of the part played by Constantinople In
the history ot European civilizstion s concep-
tion which matorially differs from the pieture
of unbroken corruption and decay presentsd
in the * Decline and Fall." With the facts, and
with the trus deductions from them, students
bave beon mado familiar by Finlay's history,
published noarly forty years ago, and by the
moro ressnt work of Mr, Dury which appeared
in 1880, Hitherto, however, all the handbooks
on the subject have continued to oirculate s
eommodity whioh Mr. Omnn aptly describoes as
“Gibbon and water." Itis, on the contrary,
the matter and the apirit of Finlay nnd of
Dury which ars reproduced fa the prosent vol-
ume, Its readers will be ennbled to undar«
atand how It enme to pass that the eastern Ro-
man empire survived by nearly & thousand
yoara the disruption of tho empira in the West
—-a phenomenon {nexplicable upon the theory
countenanced by Gibbon that the rulers of
Constantinople were a succossion of wenk-
lings and that Its subject-peuples wore desti«
tute of all the virlle virtues and had sunk to
the lowaest depths of socinl and moral deoas
denes, The truth s that the Goths, Huns,
Avars, Blavs, and Northmen, who wrought
such hayoo In central or woatern Europe, made
no {atal Improsslon on the Byzantine realm,
whioh, slso, repulsed from the Dosporus the
same Saracens who conquerad Spaln and peno-
tratad to Poltiers In France—which, moreover.
blooked the westward advance of the Seliuk
Turks, and would have kopt the Ottoman
Turks out of Europe had not the Latin Chris.
tians committoed the ULlunder of shattering
thelr strongest bulwark sgalnst Islam by
seleing Constantloople and doaling a blow to
tha Greek ampire from which It was uunable
to recoven
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Mr. Oman begins hia narrative wilh an ae-
sount of the foundation of DByzantium by a
colony from Megara o tho seventh contury
B. C.. and outllnos the history of the Gresk
city duriog the ensulng thousnnd yoars up to
A. D. 328, when thio Ewperor Constantine be-
gan to oreot s New Rome on the incompuarable
sits. We need not dwell upon the well-known

ncts recited In this Introduetion, nor on ths
four succeeding ehinptera, which sot forth the
fortunos of the Now Itome {n the two cen-
turles whioh elupsod betwoven its foundation
and the accession of Justinlan, A, D, B2T. So
far aa rogards this part of Mr. Oman's book,
we shall only note his explanation of the fact
that, while the Western Boman Enipire came
to an end with tho deposition of Au-
gustulus, A. D. 474, the Eastern realm,
of whiech Justinian became the ruler
halt a contury later. had withstood ex-
ternal anssault and internal disintegration and
was actually stronger than it bad Leen a hun-
dred years before. Mr. Omnn shows that the
malo secret of the success of the Eastern em-
pverors of the Mfth contury tn holding thelr
own, la¥ In the fact that they had disponsed
with foraign auxillaries to u large extent, had
reorganizod thelr armles and fillod them up
with native troops. Loo L, who asconded tho
throna A. D. 457, wns the first ruler who
turned to account the military virtues of the
Isaurians, or mountaln populatiuns of south-
eorn Asia Minor. He added soverul reglimmonts
of them to the army of the East, but it was his
son-in-law and successor. Zeno (474-401)
himesell an Isaurinn boro, who developed the
scheme. Zeno ralsod an imperlal gunrd from
his countrymen and enllsted as many
ocorps of thom as could Le raised; more-
ovor, ho formed reglments of Armeniaos and
other inhabitants of the highland frontier of
tho East. and handed over to his successor,
Ansstasius, an army in which the barbarian
suxillarles—now compossd of Teutons and
Huns in about equal pumbors—woro docidedly
dominated by the vativo eloments. [t was due
to theas salutary reforms, which restored the
leglons to something like their old trustwor-
thiness. that the Eastern empire, in spite of
rebollions, was never in serlous danger of
sinking Into disorder or breaking up asthe
Wostern realm had done into new un-iioman
kingdoms. Bo far was it from encountering
thin fate that Anastasius. whon he dlod In A,
D. 518, left his successor (Justin, the uncle of
Justinfan) a loyal army of 150,000 men,
treasure of 320,000 pounds of geld, and an un-
broken Irontler to east and waost.

In the history of the Byzantine empire,
which covers upward of a thousand years,
thers ara cartain epoehs which should be dis-
tingulahed even In the most cursory review.
Theso are associated with the names of Jus-
tinlan, of Heracliua, of Loo tho Iskuriup, of
the Macedonian dynnsty, and of Alexius Com-
nenus, Then ons must glanco at the wbortive
attempt of the Latin nations to found an em-
pire at Constantinopla nnd at the rostoration
of u Grevk dynmsty which, although it man-
aged to maintain the semblance of dominion,
war during nearly half of that period only a
wassal of the Ottoman Turks, So far as its de-
fensive servises to Christendomn wero eon-
cerned, Constantinople might as well have
fallen fn 1301 an in 1403, It I8 true, howover,
that westorn Eurone was less propured for the
renaiseance at tho former period than ut the
Iattor.

At the prosent time Justinianis remomberad
for the Jostitutes nna Pandects, that codifien-
tlon of the Roman luw which boars his namo
and was oxecuted ot his order. But there had
been revisions of the law bLefure apd lhis
eontemporuries were justifled by tho event
in supposing there wounld bLe others in
the future. In his own day Justiniun was
most widely and honorably known as a
builder and & congueror. Tho Mosquo of
Bt Hophis at Constantinople und the chiurch
uf San Yitale at Havenna are only two ol thae
many hundred epecimens of his nchlayemonts
in scclesiustioal architecture, Proeoplus do-
yoted n oonsideralle treatise to the descerip-
tion of Juetininn's bulldivgs, and vutnbers of
thom survive to testify to the aceuravy of the
historian, Nout merely great eentres like Con-
stantinople or Jorusalem sro full of edifigus
eraoted by this Emperor, but even in the moere
secluded or outlying portions of his dominions
any oo bullding extant is In two cuses out
of three reforable to his relgn, It ls also to
be noted that the era of Justinian lorms &
lendmark in the style of Orloutal ehureh archi-
tecture. Upto his time Christian arehitocts
had boen following two patterns coplod from
old Roman modals; to wit, the round dome
ehurch, whosa origin ean ba traced to the
Templo of Vesta, and the rectangolur eliurch
with spses, which wos shmply an adaptation to
occleslantical purposes of tha basilion or Oll
Howan law-eourt, Justinian brought into use
for the Nret thne on a lirga senlo the eombing-
tion of & cruclform ground plun atd o sery
large dowr. A type of this style is the lamous
sburoll, now Mosguo, of St Bophila, whici bs i

ok cruam, 240 leet long und 224 broad, hav-
g iu its midst o vast dome plorced by no less
thui forty windowe, wad soaring 150 fect
above Lhe lour,

It was, however, the cuteomo of Justinian's
forelgn pulicy which excltod the astopish-
ment of his contemporaries, When hie eame
to the throne the eastorn Momun emyiry pos-
sessad no remnant of lapd or of authorty
west of the Adriatie. It was lils dreans ty ro.
unite under his sooptro the Genmas kingdoms
In the western Mediterranean, which had beon
formed out of tho proken fraginents of the
realn of Hooorius, and to put an endtothe
protepce Ly which, whilo he was nominally
soknowlodged a8 Empeior Ly the German
rulers in tho wost, all powor was really lodged
lo the hands of thie forsigners who pused as
his wioogerents, Ilo aimed st roconquering
Italy, North Africa, and Spaln, if not also the
other provincss of the Old Empire. He nover

repounced Liis purpose uptil hie Lad Lrought
wnder his sway all the islands and all the
border lands of the Mediterranean, with the
saception of the soacoast of Gaul and of vorth-
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esastarn Bpaln. When he died It could be sald
with as much truth as [athedaysol Augustus,
that. so far as the absolute security of com-
marse was eonoerned. the Mediterranean was
& Homan lake,

1t is the custom of school histories to under-
rate the magnitude and permananos of thess
nchievemonts. Yet the enemies with whom
the Generals of Justinian had to cope ware ths
same Vandals, Ostrogoths, and Visigoths who
had exporlenced but little diMoulty in parti-
tionlog the West. The populous and opulent
provinces which strotched along the soscomat
of north Afrioa had been in the posasssion of
the Vandals for mora than a hundrod years,
whon In 533 Belisarius restored them to the
Roman emplre. They remalnod Homan until
the Saracons overran them in 807, In 554 the
Homan Govornor, Liberius, taking advantage
of & clvil war among the Visigoths, in Bpaln,
landed In Andalusla and scon oaptured the
great towns In thosouth of the peninsula—Cor-
dova, Cartagona, Malaga, and Cadiz. It was
about sovonty years befors the Visigothlo
Kings of Toledo recoverod their lost territory.
Down to A. D. 823 Justinlan and his successa-
ors relgned over tho greater parl of the sea-
const of southorn Bpain. Consider also tho
anso of Sloily; conquered by Ballaarius in 536,
It did not entirely sucoumb to the Baracens of
Afries until B78. Italy was deflnitoly recov-
erod for Justinian Ly Narses in 654 It (s
trus that by 084 the Lombards astablished a
kingdom (n tho valley of the Po and two inde-
pendont duchles In contral and southern Italy.
But the rulers of Constantinoplo retalned the
exdarchata of Havenns and other posseasions
In central Italy until 760, and they kopt cer-
tain territorios [n the south of the poninsula
until 1055, whien the Normans transformed
them Into the duchy of Apulia. In view of
these fnots it |e proposterous to speak of the
conquests of Justinlanas fugitive.
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The worst evemies of the regeneratad
Roman empire at this epoch were the
Sassanian Kings of Fersia. Dut althiough
one of them., Chosroes, captursd and
sacked Antlooh, tho sccond ity of
the Iloman East, Justinian succeeded in re-
storlug the pravious enstern boundaries and
trunsmitted them intact to his successony It
wus during the relgn of Hersolius, who was
crowned in A, . 610, that tho decisive trial of
strength took pluce betwoen tho East lomans
and the Perslans—s trial which resulted in an
overwhelming victory for the former. but
whioh left both combatants exhausted and at
the merey of the Impending Invasion of the
Saracens, Thoro Is no doubt that as a soldler
and o Generul, Heraclius, whose namo ls al-
most forgotton, deserves to figuro among
the greatost mllitary heroes of Roman
hiatory. For tho Tersinns, whon he
conquered them, wera stronger than

heresy of & vanquished people. That such
was not the fate of Europe we owe to the
Breantines whom Gibbon taught us to do-
spise. and our debt to Leo the Isaurian s
inoaloulably greater than that which we ows
to Charles Martel. Europe eould nevar have
been eonquered by way of the Pyrances, Inns-
muoch as the Baracon assallants had to receive
ordars and draw supplles from the seat of
Moslem powoer in Asia Ly the Immenaely long
and olrcuitous route through EBpain, northe
westorn Afrloa. and Egypt. On the other hand.
what the Turks accomplished after 14063
showa that Europe oould easily have besn con-
quered by way ol Constantinople In the first
quarter of the alghth century.

At thistime(A. D. 717) the relgning Callph
was Buloiman, the soventh of the houses of the
Ommeyades, He had strained, as we have
sald, all the resources of his emplre to vrovide
& flostand army adequate to tho enterprise
whioh he hud undertaken, The chief com-
mand of the oxpedition was given to his
brother Moslemah, who led 80,000 men from
Tarsus through Asia Minor to the Hellsspont.
Meanwhile, a feoct of 1,800 sall, under the
Vieler Bulelman, namesake of the Oaliph,
salled from Byrin to the Agean, earrying a
force equal to that which had marched Ly
land. Inthe month of August, Ieo the Isan-
rian beheld the vessols of the Baracens sall-
Ing up the Propontle, while their land army
had crossed Into Thruce and was upproach-
{ng tho ¢ity from the western side. Moslemuh
caused his troops to bulld a line of
olroumvalation from the soa to the Gold-
en Horn, ontting Constantinople off from
all communioation with Thrave, while Bule|-
man blooked the southern exit of the Bos-
porus, and tried, though ineffactually, to close
its northern entrance slso, 50 as to prevent
any suppliesecoming by water from the Euxino.
Throughout the ensuing autumn and winter
tho eity was beleagured, and with thoepring
all hope of successful resistance scemed to be
cut off by the arrival of & supplemental fMeet
trom Egypt, and of a second large army which
camo up by land from Tarsus and cccuplod
the Aslatic shores of the Dosporus. Yot even
now Leo did oot despalr. and In tho summer
he tonk the offensive. Hlis firs ships stole out
and burnt the Egyptian squadron as it lay at
anshor. A body of his troops, lying In Bithy-
nia surprised and cut to plocea the Sarncen
army which watched the Aslatie side of the
stralt. He prevalled upon the Bulgarinns to
pour down over the Balkuns and rout the
eovoring army which observed Adrlanople
and protected the sioge on the west, The
rasult of thoso operations was the retroat of
Moslemah, who got back to Tarsus with ouly
30,000 out of the 100,000 men who had started
with him or rejoinod him ns reénforcements.
The fleot fared worse, for, having been caught
by atampest In the JEgean, it was so fearfully
shattered that out of the whole armada only

they or thelr  Parthinn pred 8
had ever boen in sovon centuries, The expe-
ditlon of Hernellua ngainst the Bassanian
monareh, who, like the opponent of Justinian,
wis enlled Chosrovs, was In spirit the first of
the Crusades. 1t was tho first war that the
Roman empire had overundertakenunder the
promptings of religlous enthusinsm, InUl4a
Persinn army had stormed the eity of Jerusa-
lem, had put 90.000 Christians tothe sword,
and had carried loto eaptivity not only the
patrinreh Zacobarins, but what all Christians
regarded as tho most precious relle In the
world, the wood of the True Cross. It wns to
racover this relle, to reconquerthe holy places,
and, in & word, to rescue Christendom, that
the nrmy of Heraellus went forth. At this junec-
ture (622) not only Mesopotamia, Armenin,
Byria. snd Ezypt, the granary of the
empire, had been lost, but the Per-
sians had overrun the whole of Asia
Mioor and wers posted at Chaleedon,
opposite Constantinople. It required six cam-
paigns to save the Eastorn Roman world and
ruin the Ssssanlan monarchy. Tha first cam-
paign of Heracllus cleared Asin Minor of the
Poersinn hosts, not by & direet attack., but by
skilful strategy. In thethree following years
ho earrled the war into Medis. corractly judg-
fog that this move would compel Chosross to
racall his gurrisons from Byrin and Egypt.
The crisls of the war epms In 628, for while
the main Persian army witched the Emperor
in Armenlo, & great body slipped south of him
and marched to the Bosporus. At the same
moment 30,000 Avars and Blavs burst over the
Balkans and beset Constantinople on the
Furopean sile, Heracliua showed a eounfl-
dence, which the event justified, inthe strength
of Constentinoplo and tho courage of its du-
fonders. Sending only afew votaran troops to
alid the garrlson of his capital, he continued
to attack tho DPersians st home, and
Inid waete Mesopotamia and Media. The
Bussaninn King was now desperate and
In 627 put his last loevies in the fleld. Thay
wore dofeated by Hernclius, who seized the
palace of Chosroes at Dastagerd and divided
among his troops such plunder as had never
boen seen sipee Alexander the Great captured
Susa. Flying to Ctesiphon, but hunted even
trom his eapital by the llomans, Chosroes was
ultimately selzed by his own son and thrown
{nto prison, where he died of despair or of
starvation. Heraclius had acoomplished what
no other Noman Kmperor or General had
nehieved: ho had sucessdod where Crassus
ani Valerian hod met with overwhelming dis-
nster: ha hiad surpassed the exploits of Trajan
and Hoverus: his troops had besn led further
sastward than suy Homan soldiers had yet
peneirated. In accordance with tho terms
ol peace which followed every Inch of
Homan torritory was evacuated, all Iloman
ecaptivos were freed, a war indemnity was
pold, and tho spoils of Jerusnlem, including
tho True Cross, were restored. I we have
dwelt at length upon this war, it is not only
boecause it demonstrates the stuff of which
somoof the rulers and the soldlers of the East-
ern lloman realin were made, but also bocause
it had mumentons consenquences which nelther
of thie eombatants could have foresecn, Four
years a'ter the concluslon of a struggle which
had deained Ltoth parties of thelr resources,
the Callph Abu Bekr, the suceessor of Moham-
maod, launehed two srmivs of Moslems, the
ono ugainet Palestine and the other against
Persin. The result was the anoihilation of the
Tersian kingdom and the loss of Byrin and
Egyit by the Byzantine enpire,
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The pnext striking figure In Dyzantine his.
tory Is Leo the lsuurlun, who secepted tho
erown in 717,00 the very vve of a grent Barn-
cenla Invasion of Asln Minor which was to
eulminnte in a slego of Constantinople, They
who necept ot sceoid or third hand Gibbon's
view of tho Inferlority of the Byrantinesto
the Teutonlo eonguorors of the West must be
puzzled to account for the fallure of the Om-
meyad Caliph to tuke Constantinople, though
hotaxed all his resourcos to that end, while
one of his Heutenoots at the further end of
Europe, snd with ouly a handful of Arabs,
wronched ppaln fromthe Vislgoths and reach-
ed the heart of France, where it required the
wholo power of the Frunks under Charlos
Muitel to arrest his progress, Butl Constantl-
nople, 10 may o eald, was fortitled, so were
Merida, VYoiedo, Taragonn, Norbonne, yot the
Haracens tonk those fortresses. The trath is
that even the rabble of Constantinople eould
flght. a® wus repeatedly demonstrated, and
thero were no Hebrew traitors umong them,
such asiufostod the Visigothie strongholds.

The Mohammedan power which fruitlessly
asealled Constautinople in A, D, 717 was in-
com parably mightier than that to which the
eity succambed in 1403, and It is Interesting
to consldor what would have been the vonse-
fuences to Europe had the earlior attuck sue-
cendoil,  The Callph, once planted on thy
western aide of the Basporus, would have
found bofors kim in the conflnes of the old
loman emplre only thres conslderable ene.
tites, vii.: the Avam In Hungary, the Lom-
Lards to the selley of the I'e, and the de-
ereplt Merovinglan monarchy which Pepin of
Heristal apd e descendants lad nol yel
weanaged to regenerate.  Under sueh elroum -
stinces wo cannal doubt that the whole Medi-
terruuesn world would have becoms Moslein,
und that Ohristisgity would have cessed to
oxist, except, like Judsism, as the tolerated
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five ¥ ls got back to Byrin unhormed,
Thus ended the lust groatendeavor of the
Baracens to destroy Constantinople. By them
the task was never again cssayed, although
for 350 years longer wura [ncessantly Lroke
out between tho Emperor and the Caliph. Yot
so little have we been taught by the purveyors
of Gibbon-and-water to apprecinte the tre-
mendous exploit of Leo the Isaurian, that ha
is remembersd rather as the Iconoclast, or
breaker of imnges, than as the deliverer of
Christendom.

V.

The Macedonian dynasty began with Basil
L.who became Emperor In A. D, 8J7, Basll
himsell Is chilefly distingulshed for hls eudifl-
catlon of the laws of the empire, known as the
Baslilka, which suporseded the Ecloga of Leo
the Isaurian, just as Leo's compilation had
superseded tho work of Justinlan. The Basll-
ika of Basll, with the additlons made by his
sop, Leo VL, formod the codo of the Byzantine
empire down to Its last days, no further rear-
rangement belng over made, The elghty yoars
which followed the death of Basil the Macedo-
nian were entirely tuken up by the two long
rolgns of his son and grandson, Leo the Wise
and Coustantine Porphyrogenitus, the latter
belng so called because ho was born o the
Purple Chamber, the room In the palace sct
aslde for tho Empress. Bo far as forolgn wars
and dangoers to the emplro from without wore
concernod,thuse elghty years wera the most un-
evuntful and monotonous In Byzantine his-
tory, Thoy witnessed, however, u remarkablo
intellogtunl revival, the two rulers themselyes
being professional men of letters, Lo whom wo
are Indebted for some of the most useful and
interosting works in Byzantine literature. In
thelr relgns took placs the culmination of the
Hyzantine renalssance, which had begun un-
derthe quickening Influence ol the politivul
and socisl reforms of Leo the Isaurian. The
darkest nge in Byzantine literary history was
from GO0 to 750, a pertod from which we have
hardly aoy contemporary annalists, no poetry,
save the lost Heraoliad of Ueorge of Pisidia,
and very little sven of theology. On the other
hand, by the end of the elghth century writers
became far more numerous, and in the ninth
sentury wo can trace the exlstence of o lurige
litorary class, Including a fow really frst-
rate authors, mmopg whom should be
particulnrly mentioned the patrinrch Pho-
tiue, whose Dreadth of eulture was
astonishing, and whose library catalogue
s the envy ol modern historians, A curious
featuro of the Byzantino literature of this
epoch was the eplcs, or rumances of chivalry.
aathoy mmay properly be callod, Theas were
written toward the close of the times of the
Macedoninp dynasty, and a type of the alass
Is thn eple of Digenes Akritas, which celo-
birates the adventures of & herv who lived in
the latter half of tho tenth century. Digenes
was o mighty hunter both of bears and Sar-
acens, who eloped with tho feir Eudocia
Ducas, daughter of the Genernl of the Csppa-
dociun thena, whom he earried off in spite of
her father and weven bLrethren. ursusd by
the Irato fmmily, he rode them down one by
one at vantage polnts in the passes, but spared
their lives nnd was reconciled to thom at the
Intercession of his bride, I'he story Is evident-
ly in tho same veln s the tales of ehivalry in
western Europe, most of which, howeover, be-
long to & considerably lnter period.

Botween A. D, 400 and 000 art followed much
the same course as literature inthe Byzantine
empire, It wans in a state of docay for the flrst
century and & half, and the surviving works of
thaottime sreoften grotesgyuely rude. Forshesr
bud drawing and bad exeoution nothing ean
be worso than the coiusof the seventh and
eighth centurica—a Frankish or Visigothio
piece could scarcely be moroe unsightly, The
few manuseripts which survive from that
poriod display s corrosponding though not an
equnl decline in art. Mosale work, perhajis.
showed less decndence thun other hranches of
decoration, but even {u this feld seventh and
elghth contury productions o yory riro,
In the ninth c¢entury evorything .under-
weat o  wonderful I[mprovement, The
old classical traditions of painting live
pgoin In  the Dbest monuseript llumi-
nation of the period, Muny of thuse
uminnted mapuseripts might havo Lson ex-
vcuted In the ffth, or even in tho fourth cen-
tury, #o closely do they reproduco the old Ho-
man styie. It seoms that the leunoclustle
coptroversy stimulsted ppinting. Persccuted
by the lsaurian Ewperors, the art of sacred
portraiture bocame pupramoly respected Ly
the multitude. As early also us the middlo of
the ninth century the minor arts of mosaie,
silver works, and jewelry wero observed to be
ina Nourishing conditivn. There is one uther
poict in the history of the Byzantines in the
ninth contury to which sttention 1s direeted by
our wdthor. This is the uulaue commer-
clal lmportence of Constastinoply at the
epoch. All vther commerce oxcveit that of
the ewplre had boeen swept off the seas
Ly the Earacen pirates in the proceding
bundred years, the only commuuications
between eoastern sud western Christendom
Lelog kept up undeor the protection of the Dy-
zantine uevy. The Urlental producta whioh
found thelr way to Europo all paesed through
the warehouses of the losporus. It was East
Homan sbips which transsvted all the trade.
Except the few Italian ports. such as Amalfl
and the pew city of Venlee. no Christian town
ia the western Meditersanean seems to have

possessed sven merchant vemsels In Mr
Oman's opinlon this monopoly of European
commeres was one of the groatest elementain
the strength ot the Bysantine empire. He
thinks that tha subseguent concession of free
trado to the Venstiang dealt an Irreparable
blow to Its Anancial resonreen
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It {a beyond quostion that the notion of
Alexius Comnenus entartuined by most peonle
who desm themselves well edueated is de-
rived from tho portruit of that Empoeror In
Beott's “Count Nobert of Paria' Curlously,
too, although that noval is on the wholes the
feeblest and lanst trustworthy of the nuthor's
priductions, the particular igure of Aloxiua
I8 In tho wain outlines correotly drawn. Iora
s tho pleturs of hiin by Mr. Oman, boaged on
the studies of Finlay and Dury, who, as we
have sald, approached the Investigation of
Dyzantine annala in & apirit very differont
from Glbbon'a: * Alexius was & man of cour-
azo and ability, but he displayed one of the
worst types of Dyzantine character. Indoed,
he was the Nrst Emperor to whom the epithet
‘Byzantine,’ in its common and opprabrious
senso conld Ls appllod. He was the most ae-
complished liar of his age. and whils
winning amd defonding the thrdhe committed
enough nets of mean treachery and swore
onough falso oaths tostartle even the cour-
tlers of Constantinople. He could fight when
necessary, but lie praferred to win by treason
and porjury, Yetasa ruler ho had many vir-
tuos, and it will always bo rememberad to lila
eradit that ho dragged the smpire out of the
deopest alough of degradation and ruin that it
had ever sunk lnto.  Though false, he was not
cruel, and soven ox-Emperors and usurpors,
living unharmed fn Constantinople under his
sooptre, boro witnusa to the niflduess of lija
rula. The tale of his relgn suMeiently bours
witness Lo the strango mixturo of moral (h-
liquity and practical ability In his charactor,”

Tho importance of the role of Aloxius In his-
tory Ia recognized whon wo comparo the situn-
tion {n which he found tho Byzantine emplre
with that {n which ke left it. When ho usurped
the throne in 1041 his position was as difMeult
and perilous as that {n which Loo the Isaurian
was placed In 717, He liad to Teeo at one and
the samo time the assaults of the Sohuks in
Asia Minor and those of a now and formidable
fou, the Noruinns, whoso Invaslon of his wuost-
ern provineas was contemporaneous with theie
conquest of England, The dominlons of the
Heljuk Sultan, at this time, extended os far as
the I'ropontis, and ineluided the elty ol Nlean,
closo to the Bithyoian shore, and only soventy
miles from Constantinople. As for the Nor-
mans, after wresting Rleily from the Saracens,
they had strippod the Greek emplre of Calubrin
and Apulia, and in June, 1081=0fteen yenrs
alter the vietory of William the Conqgueror
ot Hastings—they erossod the Straits of
Otranto, thirty thousand strong, and laid sioge
to Durazzo, on the Fpirote const.  Tntho first
twolvemonth they inflletad o crushing dafont
on Alexius, toak Durazzo, and doscended Into
Thesealy, but Ly the close of 1053 the skilful
strategy of tho Empotor rosulted in tho dis-
porsion of the invading army, and when
Hobert Guiscnrd died, in 1085, the danger from
the Normane passed away. It was through
the extrnordinary sagacity evinesd In his
dealings with the Crusaders that Alexiu~ was
able not only to avert the fute which overtook
Constantinople at the hands of the westorn
nations n century Iator, but alao to rerover a
large part of Asia Minor from the Beljuks, If
evor diplomacy has won a triumph  over hruta
foree it was in tho long and tedious nogotin-
tions by which the Byzantine emperor
provalled upon all the lenders of the
Crusude, from Godlrey of Boulllon down
to the smallest baron, to swear lhim al-
leglance, Characteristio also was the course
which ho pursuedin the suececding enmpaign.
While the Crusaders were plunging through
Asin Minor, dealing shatterlng blowaat the
Turka, Alexius followed in thelr rear at a
sufo distance, pleking up the spoil which they
had lett. By the time the Franks had entered
Syrin the Byzantines had recovered go much
territory that the Turkish frontier in Asla was
rolled back 200 milos. Instead of the Beljuk
Iying ot Niewa ho wus now chused bshind the
Bithyninn biills, and the empire had regainod
all Lydia and Caria with much of the Phrygian
higlilands, So hard hit were tho Bsljuks that
for well nigh a hundrad years they were ro-
duced to light on the defonsive, Thus [t came
to pass that the end of tho reign of Alexiug
was dellvered from tho dungers which had
overshadowed Its  beginnlng. No much
strengthened was his postion that when In

1107 the Normans under Dohemund of
Turentum tried to repeat the fents
which  Rubert Guiseard had  accom-

plished In 1082, they wers beaten off with ease.
The renewed vitality which he had imparted
tothe emplro survived Alexins for atlensta
generation. Under his son, John the Good,
the only Byzantine ruler of whom no detractor
has ever sald an evil word. the Greok frontler
in Asia continued to advancy ut the expenso of
the Turks. John's son, Manuel, was also sue-
cossful in defending the frontiers and maln-
tainiog the prestigo of the Eastern empire.
He overran Bervin. Invided Hungary, to
whose king he dictnted terins of pence, and ho
beat off an invasion of Groeeo by the Sleflinn
Normuns, In a naval engngement with the
Venotinns, ho was victorious and drove the gal-
leys of tho Duge out of tho JLgoun. The one
wevers delest which he expericueed through
curvlesspess at the hand- of the Seljuks does
nol seam 1o have rosulted luany loss of terri-
tory. Whan ho died, however, in 1180, the
good fortune of the houso of Comnenus and
of the Dyrantine smpiro passed away,

yarr,

Historinns have agracd that tho greatest
orlme ever perpetrptoed neninstelvilization was
the sacking of Constnntinoplein 1204 by the
lenders of the Fourth Crusady, and the par-
titionlng of tho Vastern empiro among the
reprosentatives of latin nations, It Is true
that in 1231 Michuel Paleologue, who had
wudo himselt puter of the small Greek Stale
in Dithynin, grandiloguently ealied tho Lm-
pire of Nicwa, reeovored possession of Cone
slantinople. Horo bis descondants roigned
uptil 1453, and to an unobservant readoer the
record of the Palectogi looks HKe tha natural
continuation of older Dyesotine history. DBut
the truth is that iy the intorval the Byzantine
realin had undergone a fatal transformation,
Ar regards the extornal signs of chunge it is
obvious that the lands subject to Michacl
Puleclogus wero miueh moro Jimited in extent
thun those which liad oheyud the Greek prodp-
cossors of the Latiu ususpera, InEurope four
great bloeks of territory had Leen lust for-
over. First was o slip along the southern
slupe of the Bulkans ln northers Thrace and
Mucedonin, which hud fullen into the hamds
ol the Bulgarians and becoms eompletely
Slavonized, This iy the district now Known to
us 4 Yastorp Boumelia.  The sesond ploce of
dismeibered tereitory I8 represented by Al-
bania. Third in the listof old Byzaotine luods
which Michaol never reeoyere ] must bo vlaeed
Greves proper, now dividod between the Frunk
princes of Achaia and the Frank Dukes of
Athens, It Is true that the Paloologi retuinoed
aconsiderable shiceof Peloponnesus, und were
destined to eventually eneroach upon their
Frunkish nelghbors,  Lastly wust Le men-
tioned the Istands of the Egoean, of which o
Jarge majority wore held eithor by the Yeno-
tun Uovernment or by the Venotion ad-
vopturers, The groat difference in respact uf
territory, however, betweon the ampire of 1204
and the emplire of 1201 was only one of
the enuses which erippled thio realin of the
Faloalogl, Tho whole Bseal awd sdiinistya-
tive muachine of government Liad been thrown
irreparably out of gear, Thun, sgain, the coms
werelsl decline of the empire had bocome lrre-
trievable. The Faleologi wore pever ablle to
roassert the old dowlnion over the seas which
had made their prodevgssors the arbiters of
the trade of Christendom. The Latin eon-
guests throw the control of the trade of the
Bosporus into the hands of tho Yenetiuns, who
bud uo desire to make Constnntinopls their
oue central mart, but were just as ready to
trade through the Byrisn and Egyptian ports.
From 1204 onward, Italy, rather than Constun-

tinople, bacamae the sentre and starting place
for all European commercs, and the great
Ttallnn republics employed all thelr energies
to provent the Greek fleol from recovering fts
old strangth. It shonld be added that the
omperors who suceeeded each other on
the restored throns of Constantinople were
without exception men more fitted toloee than
to hold together an Impoverishod and ex-
hnusted empire. Aftor tho decisive battle
gnlnod by the Ottomsn Sultan, Murad L, in
front of Adrinnopls In 1342 the Byeantine eme.
pire bocamo a mere hend without a body, and
thero 18 no doubt that the denth stroke might
then hinve hoen denlt which was to be duferrad
for ninoty yoars. As wa have sald, the last
Paloclogi sank Into tho humble vassals of the
Ottoman ruler whose realm enelreled them,
and the duty of defonding Christendom de-
volved on the Servinnsand Hungarlans, who bo-
twoenthom sturdily discharged it for 150 yours.
The solo service rendered to clvilization by
the Livzantine empiro during its last ninety
yeurs of nominal existoneo—and no one, of
course, would underrate the servico—was that
itacted ns the eustodian of anclent liternture
andurt until Italy wins ripe tor the Inheritance.
M. W. H.

Hiavenson's New Novel,

In The Wyrecker, by Mr. R. L. STevessox
Seritiners), we have not only tho latest, but
the strongost of the writer's performaness in
the flold of prose fletion. 1tis trup that on tho
title page there fNigures the name of an Ameri-
can collaborator, Mr, Lloyd Osbourne, and it
Is possiblo that the artist may have bLeen (u-
dobted to him for somo of the raw muterial,
notably the nceount of an nstonishing Ameri-
cin conimorcinl colloge and tho transoript of
San Francisco lifelo the speculative vra. Inthe
workmanship, however, we detoct no traces
of any other hand than Mr. Stevensun's. und
even as rogards tho substance of the nar-
rative It is plain that the echapters denl.
Ing with Edinburgh and student lite in
Paris, with divers modos of existongs in Now
Houth Walos, and with tho islnnds of the -
cifle, ara drawn from his porsonnl oLserva-
tlon. Ho remarkable, indeed. aro the rango
and varlety of the seencs ard ineldentsthat our
cradulity is somowhat struinod by the nssump-
tion that we are reading the record ol one
nman's exporience. Thoe hiero of the narrative
I8 searcely olil enough to have seen &0 much
nod studied it so thoroughly, though It muy
be that more than one middle-aged hut much-
travelled Ulyssos may be met with among the
anofplous eharacters encouttored amid the
strange, wlventurous, sensuous existence that
mon lead in tha South Seae.

As regnrds class, this novel s a story of
erimonud itz deteetion: in rospoct of struc-
ture, it is nn auwloblography profaced with o
prologue anid eapped with an epilogue, About
the choieo of subjeet and form, thoauthor tells
us something In the concluding paragraphs,
The gonesis and growth of *'The Wrocker”
Is. wo aro Informed, that onve on board
tho schooner LFaquator, the authors—it s
not Mr Stevenson's [fault that wo do not
eredit  the alleged  plurality of  author-
ship—heard  soveral storles albout the
salo of wrocks, The subjeet tempted them,
wned  they sat down to disoues [ts possi-
bilitien, “What a tangle it would moke,”
suggested one, il the wrong erow were
abonrd.  Tlut low to get the wrong erow
thera?' "1 have it!" eriod thoe other,
“the so-and.so alfair.” It ssoms that not
many montha before and net many hundrod
miles from where the schooner Equator was
then sulling a proposition almost tantamount
to thut which forms the pivot of this narrative
had beon made by a Jritish skloper to some
Dritish eastuways, The central <ituntion hav-
Ing beon found, the plot, wo are Informed, was
vullined before the authors turned in. The
questlon of troatment required longer dis-
cusslon, for the alm was to avoid the Impres-
sion of elaborate unlifelike mechanlsm made
by the ordinary form of police novel
or mystery story. Tho conclusion was
reached that the end might be attained
it the tale were geadunlly approschoed,
oo of the chinractersintrodueed beforehand,
and the book sturted inthe tone of o novel of
munnera and oxpericnco.  In this way the
raystory might seem the outgrowth of real
life. With this purposs in viow, the two prin-
elpal typos, thal of the Ameoerican handy man
ol busipess and that of the Yankes merchuant
sailor, are dwelt ipon at somo length, nod the
samo effect of realism 18 contemplated in the
{ntrodustion of sume secondnry figures and
incldents nol direetly eonnected with the plot.
With deliglitful enndor Mr, Stovenson aeknowl-
ediges that after this method of approsching
and fortifying the pollee novel hnd been Inho-
riously planned, It ocenrrede to tho authora
thnt it had been invented previously by some
ono olso and was in fact the procoss ndopted
by Cliarles Dickens In his later work. There
is, however, o marked differcnce hetwean
the mystery story of Diekoens, or, [or that
matter, of  Guborlaw,  and  that  exem-
pifted In 2 The Wreeker" In the majority ot
Dickens's novels, and In all of Gaborlau's,
love plays o conslderatilo rilo, whoreas what
has been eallod the moster pussion of the
modern world mightas well Le non-existent
ns regards the part assigoned to it in the book
before us, on Indeed, fnany of Mr. Stevenson's
productions. Either Mre. Sleverson feels no
funpulso to depiet tho complex and romantio
pasgion which is totho sexual instinet what
the flower is to the rool, or ho wishes to
demonstrate that the power of making a story
interosting without an Infusion of love mak-
ing disd not perlsh with Defve and Godwin,

It 18 surprlging in how many places Mr
Stevenson seoms to be equally at home, We
enn voueh for the securacy nnd vividness of
the seenes in the Latin Quuarler, as well ns
those in Friseo: Drot Hurte has not mora
fuithtully delineated ths one nor Henri Mrger
thio other. When wo (ind ourselves in tho
South Seas or in New South Walews, or In
Falinturgh, the narrative stlll bears ths marka
of thorough knowluilie and  keen lusight,
Tho whole ool 1= pormeated with the humor
whiol is not only the st diverting but the
decpest of anterpreters, wnd whioh s Mr,
Btovenson's most clinractaristio giftt, It in in-
deod by humor that be s separated by tho
whole digmeter of artistic naturo from, for in-
statioe, Mo Heory Jumes, Tho highost emo-
tion whideh tho lntter can wlicit in the reader in
that of calm satisfaction: seldom, if ever, doos
he provoke a smile, As you read Mr. Stuyven-
son. on the other hund, when you are not held
Lreathless Ly cutionity or glarm, you are ul-
most nlways smiling and wt times burst into o
loud laugh. There nre fow things of Mark
Twain's funnicr than tho deseription In this
povel of Muskegon's Commercial College,
where bovs wors trained to become atork
brokers aad voodueo brokers Ly gnmbling
with eounters in o mimio stork exchangoe.
Then. ugs!n. thore is nothing more side split-
ting In the soveesdela Viede Holdoe than the
uxpoeriences of Mro Blevenson's hero in the
Latin Quutter aftor his supplios Wore eut off
through tie failure of his father. Two of thoso
ineldonts dro so deliclous thet wo must be -
lowed o reproduce them.  Dodd, the liors,
hod Leen sent th Paris to learn to lie n soulp-
tor, And wonro told that, after Leing thiowo
upon his own resourecs, e wis still able for a
time toget ere bt for o midduy meal at i cab-
mists onling house on the outer buulovard,
Dol oxplaing that " Supper 1 wis suposed
not toreubre, siting down sightly tothe duli-
vatetable of some rich neguaintanees. 1Tlhisar-
rangoient wis extromely |l considored, My
fably, eredible snovgh wt Hist und so lopng
a8 gy clothivs  wers In good  ordur,
must  hnve soemid  worse  thon  doubt-
ful wfter my cont becamos frayed about the
edges Wl iy boots began o Ejgueak and
pipe ulong the restiurant taoes The allow-
ance of ond meal u day bosides, thougz
Ll emoitggh to the #tate of my lnaneas, agreed
pootly with my stomach. The restadrant was
 place 1 had olton visltod experimentaliy, to
tisto the life of students then more unfors
tunate than myself: aond [ had never in those
duvs cntered it without aisgust, or joft It
without nausen. It was strangoe to lind my-
sell slitiog down with avidity, rising up with
satislaction, snd counting the hours that
divided e from my returs to such » tatle.

But hunger Ia & great magiclan: and so soon
as 1 had spent my ready cash, and could no
longer flll up on bowls of ¢hooolate or hunks
of broad, I must depond ontirely on that eab-
man's eating house, and upon certaln raro,
long-sxpectod, long-romembored windfalls,”
In the shapo of Latin Quarter loans not meant
to he repald. ;

OF sourse, howevar, patience and trustfal-
noss have thelr Hmits evon in the keapors of @
eabman's eating houss, Me Dodd records
that sventudlly & slinde of changa In hisros
ception at this ordinary “markod the boegin-
ning of & new phaso in wy disticss. The flist
day 1told mysolf ft was but farey: tho next,
Imnde quite sure itwnsn fuet: the thind, In
mere punle I atuyod awanr, and wont for forty-
elght houes fasting,  This was ko ot of groat
unreason: for the deltor who stays away ls
But the more temarked, and the bonrder who
misses o omenl 18 guro 1o be accused of infl-
dolity. On the fourth duy, Weretors, 1 re-
turned, Inwardly quaking,  The proprictor
looked askanco upon wy entrance, the walt-
resaus (who were his daughters negloctad my
wants and sniffed ub the affocted joviality of
my snlutations: last and most plaly, whon 1
callod for suisse (kuch as was Lolug sorvod to
all the other dinersi I was bluntly 1ol thers
were no more, T was obvious | was near the
ond ol my tether: ons plank divided me from
want, and now 1 felt it tromble"

It was now evident thit us a seulptor Dodd
would starve in Pacis, and ho enmo 1o the sans
coneluslon that, swallowing hils pride, e must
become a seulptor's workman, e provesded,
therefore, to tho atelier of s olil master, n
cortnln distingnishold wiehlaor of U ehilsel
Uy whoas  examole  wnd  Instruction he
Il besn supposed  to profit, snd who
hil ones dono him the honor in the
days  of his opalencs to partuke of n
dijeuner. Toward the end of thin ropast,
which had been bountifal, the master huad lot
drop some good-nutured words of commenda-
tion touehing his young host's mnstorplece, o
stutus of the Genlus of Muwkegon, which
through hls father's influonce had boen ore
dered tor the State House of w Western com-
monwoalth, It was consequently without any
misgivings ae to his qualilentions that Dodd
reluctantly procecded to doMthe frook coat of
gentloman and approach act in the workman's
tunle. His rocoption in the master's nte-
lier (= ecalewlated to enllgliten not  only
winateur artistes, but also wmwatenr mon of
lattors who concolva that, beeause somo of
thelr unpeld contrlbutions have found thelir
wny Into print, they ean ensily earn n lving
with tho pen. ™ Tiens, this Hittle Dodd ™ erlad
the master; and then, as his oye foll on my -
Inplidated elothing, | thought 1 could parcoive
his countennnce Lo dnrkon. I made my plea
In English; for 1 kinew. it he wero vain of any-
thing, It was of his achisvemoent of the islund
tongue. " Master,” sald I, “will you take me
In your studio again; Lut this time as n work-
man " 1 sought your fazir was Immensoly
rosoh,” said heo T oxpladned to him that | was
now un urphan and penniless.  He shooks his
hewd, I have betbor workimen walting wt my
door,” eald he, *far bettor workmoen." * You
used to thiuk something of my work. i I
pleaded.  "Bomesing, somesing—yérl™ he
erded; ™ épough for i son of & roech man-—not
¢uough for an orplian. Besldes, | sought you
might learn to bo an artist: 1 disl not sink you
might learn to be a workinan.'”

A favoralle turn in tho tide having drifted
Dodil to Ban Frandiseo, o becamo an orni-
mentul 8 gu partner for his friend inkerton,
the type uf an all-round min of Lusiness,
Among the latter’s conntless devices for the
abstraction of dollurs was a s homo deserlbed
inthe advertisement us Pinkerton's Hubdome-
dary Vienics, soon shortenod by popilar con-
sent (o the Dromedary. Oftheseunfigue <team-
bout excursions Mr. I Loudun Dodd, Inte
of the Keols des Deaux Arts, was made
mannger and honorary steward.  The follow-
Ing puragraphs glvo but o glimpse of hifs ox-
perience In this capacity: " DBy 8 o'clock any
Sunday morning 1 was to be obsorved Lv an
admiring publicen the wharl. The garb and
attributes of sacriflce counsistod of a black
frock coat, rosetted, its pockets bulging with
swoetmeals and Ioforlor elgars; trousers
of a light blue, & silk lat llke » reflector,
and a varolshed wand, A goodly steamer
gunrded my one fOank, panting and throb-
bing, fags fAultering fore wnd aft of
her, lllustrative of the Dromedary and
patriotism. My othor fank wss covered
by the tloket oflice, stronziy held by atrusty
character of the Beots persuasion, rusetted
ko his superior, and smoking & elgar to mark
the oocasion festive. At hall-past. having us-
surad mysell that all was woll with the froe
lhipeheons, I lit o elgar mysell, and awaited
the stralus of tho ‘Pionser Band.' 1 had
never to walt long. Thoy wore German and
punctunl, and by a few minutes altor the halt
hour I would hear them booming down stroet
with along militury roll of drums, some gcore
of gratultous assod prancing at tho head o
boarskin hats and buckskin aprous, and con-
splenous with resplendent axes, Tho band, of
course, we puld for; but so strong Is the
San Franclccan passion for public mos juerade
thut the nsacs (s 1 say) wore all gratuo-
Itous, prancod for the love of it
and cost us nothing but their lunchoon.
Tho musicians formed up In the bows of iy
gtenmer, and struck fnto a skittish polkag the
nsses mountod guard upon the gangway unil
the ticket offlce; and presently aftor, iu fuwily
parties of father, mother, and elildron, in the
form of duptleate lovers, or in that of solitary
youth, the publie began to deseend upon us by
the carful at u time; foor to six hundred, per-
hoavs, with a strong Gorman Davoer, und sl
merry a3 childesn.  When theso had boeon
shopherded on board, and the inevitpble be-
Inted two or three had gained the deek amid
the chouring of the publie, the hawser was
east off, and we pluoged into tho bay. Aud
now behold the honorary stewurd in the hour
of duty and glory; seo me eleoninte nilbd the
crowd, radisting afMubility nod fnughter Hb.
ernl with my swootmeats aund cizars, T
sny  unblushing thinges 1o hobibledehoy
girls, tell shy young porsvns this b the mnr-
ried peaple's boat, rogaishily nsk the abatiract-
od [ thoy aro thigkiog of their swoothioarts,
offur putarinmilins s cigar, am st uck with the
beauty and grow eurlous ubout the uge of
mamma's youngest, who (I pssure her guyls)
whll by a mun bufore his mother, or porbigm it
maoy oceur to me, from tho seus1Le expresaion
of her fuce, that she Isn person of good estin.
seland Lask hor earpestly )0 sho ktows any
piarticularly pleasant place on L Saueclito or
Ban Hulovl coast, for the seone of ot plenbe bs
always supposed to Lie uncertuin. Tho noxt
moment 1am back at my gilddy ©odinnze with
the young Indles, wakening ouwiter us Tuo,
and lvaving o my wake appliooc-ive comments
of “Isn't Mr, Dodd s funny gestivimen?' and
“Oh, Lrhidnk he's just too e

Although the narrative start - in tho heart of
tha acitle, and althoush v twles geturn
thither in the eourso’uf .
abuut the scenery and the characteristios of
pative Hile in Polynesin. "1his bsa littlo disap-
pointing, beeause, having  hosen for hinsol w
dwoelling 1laen in SBuwmon, the author §s pecnls
Inely aualiled totell s w ot we want Lo hear,
But for the appleation 1o Ovosnics of 1o
faculty for landseapo diawing. and tor the
study of ehinraeier and manuners, which wias so
rignally demonstrated 10 tho uuthor's ear-
ligat writings, wo shall boave to wait for other
books which, doubitless will bn presentiy
forthicoming. In tho procout volumae thero is
otuly the following trief deseription of the uut-
winrd  wspect on oo winler's slternoon of

| Tad-o-hae the Evon b oo otal of the Marqussis

archipeingo: oo trudes, wa  aro  Lold,
bliw streng and saually: the surel roneed loud
onn tho =shinglo beueh: nand tho Hv-ion
setmnersof-wirthat eineries Lo Qo and influ-
etoe of Franne about tho dstands of thy canni-
bal geoup rolled at ber moorings noader I'rison
Hill. The clouds hung low sud Liack on the
surrounding amphitheatre of mountaius; rain
had fnilen varilor in Lhe diy, real Loople rain,
n waterspout for violence. and tho g nnd
gloomy Lrow of the muuntaln was still seamed
willt mwny silver threads of torrent. 1o those
hot und hualthy islands winter is but a niane,
The rain had pot refreshed. nur could the
wind lovigorate the dwellers of Tui-o-hae;

v lind very Littio |

away nt one end, Indeed, the commandant was
dirseting some ohanges In the residency
sarden boyoud P'rison hill:and the gardeners,
being all eonviet<, had no cholee but to
eontinue to ohey. All other folke slumbered
and took their rest: Viekehu, the native
quean. In her tein Lowse under the rastling
pulmad the Tahitian Commnil<sney, in hin bae
Mol ofieinl residence: the moerchants, (o
their desectod storos: amld ovon the club sers
vant In the eluby Wis head fallen forward
the bottle coanter under the winp ot the m:ﬂ*'
and the chrds of navy oMeera, In the whole
lenath of the shioresido steoot, with Ita sonat-
tered Loard houses luoking to the mem, Ite
gratelul shade of palns wid groeu junglo ol
pucaos, no moving Hzaro could ba spen, Only
at thie end of o rlekety plor that onesiln the
prosperons duya of the Amevionn rebellion)
was uecd to gronn ander the eotton of Joha
Mart, thore might have boet spiod upon a pile
of lumber the famous tuttoooed white man, the
Viving curlosity of Tal-o-line. Hia eyes wore
op tarlng down the Lav.  Ho saw the moune
tudiis deoop, as they npproschod the enlronos,
and broak down 1 cliifs: the surt boll white
round the two sontinel {dots! anl Letwaga,
on the narrow bight of bluo horlzon, Ta-pi ups
ralsey the ghost of ner pinnacled mountaln
topa, it hils mind would talkke no wasount of
these famillne fonturer, us ho dodged in and
out uling the irontier lino of sleop, und wake
Ing momaory would serve him with broken
fengments of the past: hrown lwees and white,
of shippor and shipmate, king nnd olilef, would
arkes bofors Biw mind and vaoish: e would
reen'l ol voyages, old landfnlls in the houp
of duvn: e would hear again thy drums
Loat for n man-eating fostival: porhaps he
woull suwmmon up the form of that lsland
prineess for the love of whom he had submit=
tevd Dis oty b Ui eriel hanals of Lhe tatlooar,
mrd now sit an the lumbor at the pler end of
Padoo-line, 8o steangen Dgurs of a European,™

One glimpso sow of n Sceoleliman munifestly
drawn froan Hie, the here's maternal grand«
futher, o stonemason who made a fortune by
erocting builidings whiclicomUined w minimum
of ol with g maximum of shiow., He lind &
notion that his gisndson’s experloncs at the
Bl o Lote would gunlify him to be=
come o atelitect, o tevm synonymous in his
vocabulary with househuilder of the type with
which bowas hbmsel! Twwiliur, It never one
eurred 1o the hers, belog an Ameriean, 1o by
nubimed of his grandfuther, ulthough the lat=
toer ns wo have sald, hnd beenn working mason
and had risen from the ennks rathor by shrewds
ness than by morit. We aro told that *ia
lits nppearanes, spooch, wod  manners he
bore breowd marks of Lis arizie, which were gall
and worgiwood toomy Unels Adam. Hin nalls,
I spite of anxions supervision, wers ofton o
consplecoits  monrning: his eclothes hung
nbont him dn bags and wrinkles, ko o plough=
man's Sunday coul; his sceent was rude,
broad. nnd dragging: tnke him at his best, and
evan when lie coald bo Induced to held his
tongue, bis mors presenes inn corner of the
druwing room, with hils opon-nir wrinkles, his
sentily hade, Lils battersd hinnds, and the sheer=
ful eraftinuss of lils expression, andvertined the
whole gane for a soll-mndo funiily. My nung
wighit idneo and my cousins bridle, but there
wis no getting over the solid, phiysleal fact of
the stonemason in the ehimoey corner.”

This worthy Seot tovk n great faney to his
Amerfean grundeon, amd liked to lhave the
young man neeom pany him In hils walks. The
purpose of these excursions was " not to scek
antiquitics or to enjoy famous prospects, but
tor v 4, one niter another, a seriea ol doleful
suluehs, for which (t was the old gentleman's
chief elnim to renown thut he hind been the
sule eontractor, and tuo often the architeck
besldes. 1 have rarely sosn a more shooking
exhibition; the bricks seomed to bo blushing
In tho walls, and tho slates on the roof to have
turned pale with shame: but I was careful .
not to communieato thoso Impressions to the
aged artileer at my side; and when he would
direct my attentlon to some Irash monstrosity
perhaps with the commont, *There's an Idee of
mine’'a; its cheap und tasty, and liad & graand
run: the fdee was =oon stole, and there's
whole deestricts near Glesglo with the goathlie
adeetion and that plunth,’ 1 would elvilly
muko haste to ndmire, and (whae I found pare
tiewlarly delighted him) to inquire Into the
cost of each adornment.” It was after our
hero's evacuntion of Parls, which. as we have
soen, he found untenable, that these excure
slons took place, and it was on one of these
oceasions that his grandfather made him =
present of L2000 and urged him with this
enpital to sottlo down In Beotland and pursue
the bueiness of n bulldor und contraotor.

Hinmpr

Hora §s his bit of lowlund Hooteh In
which the proposal is unfolded: *Hoa
here, then, Jeannio's yin!. A'm going

togivovonset-off, Your mither was always
my fav'rite, for A pover could agroe with
Andam, Alke yo fine yoursel'; there's nae
noansense aboot ye: ye've o lino nayteral idee
of huilder's work; ye've been to France, whers
they toll mo they'ro grand at the stueey. A
aplendid thing for ceilin’s, the stucey! and It's
u vallyuble disgnise, tos; A don't boliove
there's a bullder in Seotland has used mors
stucey than me.  Dut, as A was sayin’, if ye'll
fullie that trade, with the capital that A'm
guin'tolve yo. yo may live yot to bo as rich
asmysel’. Yo see, yo would have always had
a shure of It wihen A was gono; (tappesrs
yo're needin' it now; woll, yo'll get the loss, ae
is only just and proper.’”

None of Poe's stories has n mors sklifully
capstructed plot than that which Is ovolved In
the book bofore us. It is guestionable whother
nuy remder will guoss the soerer of " The
Wreek" beforo the suthor (s ready to explain
it Wo havo earofully avoidied ecasting any
Hight upon the mystory Leyond the hint given
it the passnge quoted ot the outset from the
epilogue. When the vell is Hited it will un=
cover horrors enough to  sntiute the most
Lloodihiesty dovourers of the polico novel.

Butalihough wo are fur from underrating
the fuculty of arousing and sustaining oue
riosity, this, as onur extracis will demonstate,
i thoe Teust of the author's morits, which have
noevor beon oxhibited on so lurge o scale of
so elfectively ns In the prosent novel,

The Mont Hinne Observatory.

P i) e Livolonh Tdinan
It may bo rosemborsd that M. Janse
woll-kn own ditector of the Sloudon (Jlln'(l;r‘vhy.-
¥ b momtior of the Froneh Institute, who
st yeur muide the w=cent of Mont Blsne in
order to examingo the practicalility of the
sobic o for ostablfshing un obiservatory ther
Hrpching that at forty feet Lhelow thy nurfmm;!
thw =now there wis no sotid beid ol roek for
foundntions of o bullding, vo ived Jm Idl "
ol construeting onoe which Wl bo kopt In
fts plave by the snow itecll, Ho mecopds
tnely  formed  sn  asscelation, to  w,
Urigpve  loland  Bunapusrte, M. Aainn Bay.
M. i phiel tisehivAshivim, ount l.
Chrefluilio. and Taron de  Rothsehil
liberal subscribors, and the funds thus o
talnad wors spent in the construction of an o
surviatory, which, aiter buving been put up lm
the grounds of the Moudon establishmen
has beon taken to pleass ignin and sea
to Chumomx, from which place 1t wil
taken up Lo the sumipit of the mountain
put together auder the supervision of
Capus, tho well-known exploror who secomes
panied M. lmyalot In bWis jonrnoy throug
Central Ao and over the Pamir into Tndls.
Tha new oliwervatory is of timboer and is
nhout 25 foot in hoelght, being dividod into two
comparti cnte or storive, surmounted by
Fquare pluttorm, with an lron balustrade an
iowouden ~cufMulding Tor the recontion of the
viriods weleorologien] instruments,  There
are keveril rooms in each compartment op
Lory, for 1oo use, upon the one side, of the
dlrector il bl stall and, upon the othor, o
tolirists unid thelr guidos, ']'Ilr-nm rooms wil
b provikod with birrinek furniiuro and with
smiil! mtovos for heating and cooking purposes,
thioe fuel osed sl frst Lokng nothraeits, 'I‘Fm

two stopios vomimunlvate witli vach other by
tns ol o spiral staircmso. whitle thera is
oo stralght Indor with o trapdoor glve
fng  wovvss to the room for the waides,
Nontilath o s providod for by sesas of tibes,
white the windows of the Upper stary, *uh
dviide framowork and doutds pones of minss,
aTord views in various dieotjons. among
oblvers teonnrd Chamound £, witli which it le (ne
tesidmd to somumtniedle by iesus of  setne
prhiorheal «iguals when theat:
elently clonr, AL Ui tinbwer
ol firaproof paint, nond cach in
wamsared 2oan to facd! itale Ni--ohurtatanT
Liwbtig wamily put togethor, o work woleh wil
sm completed by the visd of Boplember,
topsiiiiins. of eoafee, 10 be soan whiether the
builldiog wiil. ss M. Janssen anticipuies, res
muin in its pluce by the simpls r..‘,,r uf 1
ting tho planks which are to form (he wal
dowan syme Jd.stuucy iuto the hardened k]
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