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Ve Messrs. Putnam have ntriiiW ra two
'"

vo'uoi-- s. embellished with ft number of t)or-s- w

- r.sit. the work by JouaKata-..ii- -i

fa?, ..Mltlou Woman in front During Ols

!. ftWi'irrv. It It well known that
eta . i i Influence of woman hH been but
oc .. 'anoe under a Republican regime.
! .' ,,. t it us virtually extinguished under
fmrl "1 . i v - elme of. the flirt empire. But

.. it' it Dm other hand, played hf
4,' . largo portion of the elgh-''.- ',

tt r, (I would have been impo-
ses ...i ..... !! public opinion which
(,. i t:.M cm. vocation of the States

i . id bioufthl on the revolu- -

s i .. I,..' i io much to say
" illnit' t.s drawing rooms presided

. ., i , ftcedom af thought
" '," '" ,, ihut the.o wero generated the

., sci if. n .1 ! 1'iliin which eventually pervaded
'- -- n.i ..im'vi led till id.' thoughtful and powerful

'- - 'v. i ..,i. n ihecommunlly. it ts the role taken
ew I ' py iurl.nit the fifty yenrs between 1730

' " n'II !fl winch forme the principal subject of

n)Wr v.ilu.i.- i- heore us. although there are pre-fU-

llwnnur chapter whtoli ileal with tho In-- .,

fluenro of women In the reign of l.nuls XIV.

ii- - mi. mi.!. Hi- - enency of tho Duo rt'Orleans.
ant ai"l again during the closing Tear of tho
"' ' reign of Louis XVi. and amid the stress of the
"" revolution. On the preliminary and

chapters it la needless to dwall.
"ii- 9" 'he greater part of tho wort performed for
a. , France by women was done during the half
n eentury whose limlta we have Indicated, by

ssoti- - guch bureaux d'esnrit as those opened by

""'Hme. de Tancln. Mme. du Chfttelet. Mme.
""' d'Eplnay. Mme. du Peffand. Mile, de I.esnl- -

Basse, and Mme. GeofTrln. It la from the draw-I- n

rooms of these leaders of the Intellectual
" dement of Paris society that we shall be able

to exemplify the services rendered to the
progress of philosophy, of political economy.

and of political liberalism In Trance.

I.
- The story of Mme. de Tancln carries us from

tha Regency far Into the reign of Louie XT.
The extraordinary thing about her. when we

I recall the Influence she wielded In social y. le

4 that alio was an Tbie clayer. hand-
some, and unprincipled woman had been eom- -

veiled by her rather to take the veil at an early
age and to entor the convent of the August l nes
of Mont Mauri. The gay and worldly life led by

the lnmatna of thin sacred asylum, which atood
at the end of a fashionable promenade In the
town of Grenoble, had long been a aourca of

Ifi scandal to the faithful. The recluses dally re-

ceived h large and brilliant company, made
on of the young and gay of both sexes, and the
visitors did not long remain unconscious of

,,. the attractions, both mental and physical, of
, June, cle Tencin. She Is described, however.

" rather fascinating than strictly beautiful:
' In her half-c'ose- d eyes there mi iiomothlng

feline and. at first, unpleasant: but the
. seeming languor and Indolence contrasted so

t . - strikingly with the vivacity of her wit i.- - to
' rnaterlullv enhance the charm of her appear-- '

unco. Her manners were pliant and lnslnuat-- "'

inc: her tact Is said to have been unerring.
Bh,o never seemed aware of her own attrao-tioD-

but practised the flattery of appearing
absorbed in whatever othorssald and did. The
fascination which she exercised over the
abbess and hor confessor procured her un-

usual rioedom: she was allowed to receive
private visitors, end to leavo the convent to

,. iclin n .! late as she pleased, liut the more

Jc alia snw of the world, tho more her ambitious
(ui.l intrlenlne spirit, which already sug- -

to her the advantages she might
derive from her wit and beauty, made

' her long to enter its forbidden pre-

cincts. Mho adroitly lenrned from her re-
ligions director the steps by which she might

her liberty. She then protested against
her vows, and suceeedeil In being transferred

.jna te ll' Chapter or Nwuvilie. The obligation of
celibacy was the only one under which she

. i,i vii i.iborcii the freedom ensoyvd by tho .Si-
nters of hor order during the last contury being

- NiiOlcicntly notorious. Some time after this
the young canoness went to reside with her
brother, the Abbd do Teneln. and report said
that various scundnlous adventures, of which
she was the heroine, had compelled her to
tako this step.

Mme.de Teneln. for she henceforth took that
"rltitne. waa soon surrounded by a host of ad-- J
"rnirers, nmong tho most assiduous of whom

, were Ilolingbroke. then in France, and Fonte-nell- e.

The latter was so thoroughly captivated
that, though In general llttlo disposed to exert

- himself in favor of his friends, henrocured from
the I'apal ( 'ourt Mine, de Tencin's release from
her vows, in pursaancoofher ardent wish. Be-

ing now released from every monastic tie. she
mi . became more imprudent in herconduct: she
'.-- a bad several notorious Intrigues, and. among

'the rest, one with Canon Destaucbes. whieh
" " onded In the birth of a son. who was exposed
""-"- tho steps of the C'huroh of Saint Jean-ls- -'

Itnnd on Nov. 17.1717. The child thus for- -

aaken by Its mother was found and brought
un by a poor glazier's wlfo. and eventually be- -,

came the great mathematician. D'AJembert.
aw It may be said that, residing, as she did. in the

house of her brother, a priest. Mme. da
Tencin could not recognize her child without
ruining the abbe's prospects of aggrandize-
ment: but. as the author of this book points

1 out. she might at least have provided for
bim: the fear, however, of future detection
overbalanced every other consideration. It

.. - aa about this time that Mme. de Tencin
.."" began to take an activo ahnre In her brothor'a

political Intrigues. After vainly trying to In- -'

fluence the Ilegent. she stooped to Dubois, and
entered Into a degrading connection with him.

. which her biographera havo vainly sought to
, - sxcuse by ascribing It to her alaterly affection.

Dubois was Incapable of loving her, or. Indeed.
' any human being, but ho admired her talent,

nd at a time when Mme. du Maine waa
society against the Itegont, ho felt the

value of Mme. de Tencln'a sway over the select
, , ana brilliant company which assembled at her

brother's house. The abbe's easy conscience
was also peculiarly acceptable: to him Dubois

. Intrusted the task of converting John Law.
when the Scotchman was diBpoaed to abjure

" his original creed, with a view of becoming
..(sinister. Tencin rotirod with his proselyte

to Murln in order to avoid the sarcasms of the' Parisians: Law was said to havo rewarded his
,,. complaisance with a large amount of paper

" money. This accusation was coupled with
'' one of simony, which was proved against the

' 'Abbe de Tencin in his own handwriting at the
' ' very moment that ho offered to attest bis in-- ''

ispeenoe by outh. Though this disgraceful
exposure occurred before the i'urllamont
j Paris. Dubois had nevertheless the ellront-- I

- mf to eend the abbe to liome in order to for-r- -

ward the negotiations relative to his oardlnal-shl-

At Rome tho abbe" signalized himself
by bis unscrupulous and profligate conduct.
Be opened the loiters which Roman prslatss
sent to Paris through the Fronch Ambassador,
and commissioned his sister to soal them up
again ami causa thorn to be dullvered to the
peisons to whom they were addressed. Mine.
de Tencin was herself so reckless of public! ' ' opinion that she communicated to Duolos.
tho historian, the corrospondence between
herself und her brother in which these
facts were recorded. When tho Abb6 de Ten-

cin returned from liome be was rewarded
" with the Archbishopric of F.mbrun: he aimed,

however, at a Cardinal's hat for himself, but
" the death of Dubois put an end to hie hopes of

favor, and. for a time, threw him and his sister
Into the shade, when I leury. the preoeptor

. . of Louis XV.. succeeded the Duks of Bour-
bon at the bead of the Government, Mme de
.Toncjn and her brother, the Archbiahop of
Juubrun. tried to put themselves at the head

, of tho religious party which had resumed the
j persecution of the Jansenlsts. Tencin pre-

sided over the Council of Kmbrun. which de-

posed the virtuous Bishop of Hener, as guilty
of heresy, while his sister made herself so
conspicuous for real la the oapitsi that
Fieury. who disliked religious discussions,
sent her word to leave Paris. She obeyed, but
was soon recalled through the influence of

bar brother. The snlelda of La Frenaye.
which preceded this event, had already added
hew scandal to that associated with her name
This gentleman, who had been one of her fa-

vored lovers, shot himself at her house in a Mt

of Jealousy or despair. In an Incoherent doc-

ument which he left behind him. he declared
her to be the cause of his death. The accusa-
tion was taken In a literal sense, and Mme. do
Tencin was Incarcerated In the Bastlln. She
was, however, soon released ; although It was
evident that she had behaved unjustifiably to-

ward the unhappy La Frenayo. there did not
exist the least proof of her supposed guilt.

Neither the scandal caused by this event
nor her total want of moral sense seoms to
have prevented Mme. do Tencin from being
Well recolvod In society. She wns a profound
lissom blur, and even tho-- who knew hor
best were unable to resist the eoothlng charm
of her manner. The author of this book lias
read tha writings with which she amused her
old age. and which ware published after her
death, and wo nre assured that they aro calcu-

lated not only to give a high Idea of her Intel-

lect, but also to suggest a delicacy nnd noblo-ness-

mind which seem contradicted by the
whole tenor of her life. The close of her tale
entitled "Memolree de Comminges" is pro-

nounced beautiful and pathetic, nnd we are
reminded that M. Vlllemaln did not hesitate
to pronounce It sublime. At the same time
the morality of her productions Is of a con-

ventional kind, and to that e.vtont characteris-
tic of tho writer, whose apparontgentlenoss.
but real want of heart, justified the Abbd
TruMet's comment when he heard her mild-

ness praised, " Ay, If she wanted to poison
you, she would choose the mlldoht poison."

There Is no douot that Mme. de Tencin
a doop knowlodge of human nature,

especially of its evil side: her keen perception
of character explains one source of her power.
for it Is easy to govern that which we under-
stand. Her observation respectlngFontenelle.
that bis heart was only a second brain, was
singularly Inolslve. One of her sayings has
been repeatedly quoted under dlvors forms:
"Clever people." she remarked, "often com-

mit mistakes from not believing the world Io he
as stupid aa It Is." It la acknowledged, how-
ever, that It was not through the charms of
her Intellect nlono or by tact and sagacity
tbat Mme. de Tencin drew around hor
such men as Montesquieu. Fontcnelle.
Malran. Helvetiua. and Marlvaux. With nil
her faults she was capable of friend-shi-

and almost as ready to intrigue for her
acquatntancea aa for her brother or hersolf.
One of the great seductions of her society was
that her wit never took a dictatorial accent:
her finesse itself was admirably veiled by an
appearance of quiet simplicity and good senso.
Few women understood so well as she did
the art of gathering together men of the moat
varied tastes and opinions, of Influencing them
without letting them even suspect her power,
and of exorcising it for the enjoyment of all.

II.
It was not so much directly as Indirectly,

through her long and Intimate relations with
Voltaire, that Mme. du Chfitelet can be said to
have Influenced the drift of opinion In the
French capital. A Paris salon she did not caro
for. and most of her life was spent in her coun-
try house at Clrey. Sho was but 10 when hor
parents married her to an honest butcommon-plac- e

man considerably hor senior. She had
received a classical oducatlon. to which was
united evory accomplishment then in fashion:
she possesod an excellent knowledge of Eng-

lish and Italian as well as Latin. Her mind
was of a breadth and depth that enabled her to
understand and oommont upon Newton and
Leibnitz, and caused Ampere to proclaim her
a genius In geometry. She was n tall and
graceful woman, and her blue eyes,
dark hair, and expressive countenance en-

titled her to the epithet of handsome.
Hor great talents long remained unsus-
pected, the world seeing In her only a One
woman who sang and played exquisitely, and
who seemol passionately fond of hunting and
of drees. Her ideas of mora'ity were those of
her time, and soon after her marriage she had
a transient liaison with the Duo de Richelieu.
But. although ahe loved plea-sure- , sho was not
fitted for a merely worldly life. Soon weary of
dissipation, she entered with ardor on the
study of the exact sciences. It was while she
was Immersed In the workaof Newton that she
met Voltaire, who had recently returned from
England, and who. like her. was an enthusi-
astic admirer of Newton's discoveries. At this
time Mme. du Chutelet was In hor twenty- - '

eighth year. Voltaire being twelve years
her senior. The loose maxims of the
time justilleil the connection which they
formed and maintained for many yonrs. No
one expressed any surprise when Voltaire
took up his residence at Clrey. a splendid
chateau which M. du Chfitelet possessed In the
province of Lorraine. The owner of the
chateau either did not suspect the truth or
was Indifferent to it for be cortainly raised no
objection to tho sojourn of Voltairo undorhia
roof, but was rather flattered at being con-

sidered tho host and patron of a man alroady
enjoying European fame. The llfteon years
which Voltaire spent at Clrey wore un-
doubtedly the happiest of his life, notwith-
standing the occasional differences which
arose betwen him and Mine, du Chatelet.
To a man so eminently Intellectual
and so much attached to every ele-
gance and refinement of private life, no
woman, unless one almost as highly gifted as
himself, could have long proved attractive.
The requisite gifts, howevor. his mistress un-

questionably possessed. It seems certain that
tho mind of Mme. du Chutelet was groatly
superior to ber learning, and even to her per-

sonal attractions, considerable as these were.
No attempt la made by the author of these
volumes to exolude the laxity of her morals,
but It Is admitted that, notwithstanding hor
errors, she possessed great qualities. As a
friend, for Instance, she was devoted and sin-
cere. Her attachment for Voltaire was full of
truth and earnestness. Sho made It her con-
stant task to soothe his susceptible vanity,
concealing from him the libels of his oncmles,
to which he was so keenly sensitive, "line du
Chutelet herself was nobly Indifferent to
such attacks. On being shown one day a
pamphlet In which she had not beon spared,
she calmly observed: "It the author has lost
his time in writing such nonsense I cannot
lose mine in reading It " She learned the next
day that the guilty individual hud beon Im-

prisoned, and immediately wroto to obtain his
release. Sho succeeded, but never let him
know from whom ho had obtained this fuvor.
It is clear. Indeed, that few women of her
time were so free as Mme. du Chntolot from
tbat intriguing spirit and thirst for distinction
by which almost all wuro then possessed.
Science she loved for its own sake, for the
pure and exqulBite delights it ylolded to
her Inquiring mind, nnd not for the paltry
gratification of being considered a learned
woman. She never sought to gather a liter-
ary coterlo around her. and never showed Iho
least wish to dictate In matters of which sho
might be an excellent judge. Many persons
with whom she was In the habit of associating
remained unconscious of her great talents,
so little did sho care to display them. Indif-
ferent to praise, unless it came from experi-

enced judges and then sho considered it her
due she disdained the easy udvnntage of
shining amongst the Ignorant. It was this
love of science for Its own sake, this haughty
contempt of easy and showy success, that
rendered Mme du Chatelet Incomoaiably su-

perior to the women with whom she mingled,
and which almost maddened the envious
Mme. du 1 etraml. while it even discom-
posed the philosophy of the more ami-

able Mme. de Steal. It must not be
assumed, however, that Mme. du Chute-

let exercli-e- no direct personal influence
because ahe hud uo wish to make it felt.
Undoubtedly she oontributod to spread among
her countrymen a greater knowledge of
sclentlllo matters, and. by her own example,
ahe added to the strength of tbo anglomaula
which waa beginning to prevail in France. In
the latter respect, however, the influence which
she exerted wae aoteo much exparlsncsd dui-ln- g

her lifetime as attar ber death. Her name

waa then no alight authority for those who
maintained the superiority of everything Eng-
lish over Its Frenoh counterpart.

ill.
Aa the name of Voltaire Is associated with

that of Mme. du ChAtelet so Is Rousseau's
with that of Mme. d'Eplnay. Without being
very clever or very handsome. Mme. d'Eplnay
was an attractive woman. She nevor had a
regular bureau d'esprlt, which rendered her
house moro pleasant than It could otherwise
havo been. She established In her circle a
philosophic ease and freedom authorised by
her i ocondary position In aocloty. Authors,
artists, men, and women of the world met
there without restraint, nnd not for tho

purposo of philosophizing nnd uttering
clover parodoxes. Hor society. Indeed, was
neithor brilliant nor renowned: perhaps It
was not very amusing, for Mme. d'Eplnay had
little of what Is oalled wit and still lesa origi-
nality: but It was at least free and natural.
She had the good sense to abstain from exer-
cising over hor friends a control for which she
was little adapted. She possessed judgment and
penetration, but she had no Imagination and
very little tasto. She derived pleasure from
the lntorcourso of clever people, but she could
not afford them much entertainment herself.
Her conversation was cold and somewhat com-

monplace, and she yielded almost Instlnctlvoly
to tho opinions of those In whose Intimacy
she lived: she was caustic with Grimm and
sentlmontnl with Rousseau: she would not
have, beon either. If left to hor own
Impulses. The same traits characterized
her writing: whenevor she attempted high
compositions sho failed, but hor epistolary
stylo was good, nnd she excelled In easy, gos-

siping narntlve. It was less design than aeol-de-

which procured for hor her philosophical
connection. She seems to have been naturally
Inclined to virtue, but the example of her hus-bau- d

had a pernicious Inlluonce on her char-
acter. Disgusted with the vices of M. d'Epl-
nay, she formed an attachment for M. de
Francooll. with whose philosophical and liter-
ary friends she was soon on Intimate terms.
Among those brought to her house were Did-

erot. D'Holbach. Grimm, and Rouaseau. Did-

erot, howevor. she could not retain, for he was
always ill at ease in the polite world. Too
great a portion of his life had been spent In too
questionable society for him to acqulro the
aristocratic elegance which distinguished Vo-

ltaire. This was perhaps why. with all his fer-

vid eloquonce. Diderot ofton failed In produc-
ing the effect which might havo been antici-
pated from his great talents. His mind was
too vast and his manner too vehement for the
artificial society in which he was com-
pelled to move. It was tho waspish Gor-

man Grimm, tho successor of Francooll In
Mine, d'i'.plnay's afTeotlons, who held tho most
conspicuous place In her circle; where his
despotic disposition and hla habit of covering
his face with a coating of red and white paint
caused him to be familiarly named "Tyrnn le
Blanc." The lively little Abbd Gnllanl also
stood high In Mme. d'Eplnay's good graces. A

few foreigners of dlstlction. the most eminent
of whom was Hume, likewise made their ap-

pearance In theclrcleof Mme. d'Eplnay. Hume
then enjoyed In Paris so high a reputation that
a lady was disgraced at court for having askod
who and what he was. The star, however, of
the coterie, so long as he consented to shine
In it was Rousseau, who had not yet
wholly broken with the world when he
contracted for Mme. d'Eplnay a friendship,
which, though very ardent at tlrst. waa as un-

fortunate as his otherattaohments. It Is well
known that Rousseau's unhappy temperwould
never let him agree long with his friends of
either sox. Ho passionately loved the society
of women- - It was to his Intercourse with them
that Diderot partly ascribed thegraceand fer-
vor of his stylo but he did little to conciliate
their favor; though he knew from the first
"that nothing could bo done In Paris without
the aid of women " Ho absolutely refused to
submit to the patronizing tone they were In
the habit of using toward the philosophers:
nor were his quarrels with his fair friends
marked by much amenity of tono or feeling
on his i art His connection with Mme. d'Epl-
nay was particularly unfortunate. The pas-

sionate love ho expressed for nature and boII-tud- e

induced Mine. d'Epinay In the Mrst
enthusiasm of her friendship to lit up for him
a romantic little hermitage at Montmorency,
in the neighborhood of her own residence.
Rousseau was extremely unhappy in this re-

treat: he complained that ids friends desorted
him, and accused Grimm of seeking to deprive
him of the friendship of Diderot. D'Holbach.
and Mme. d'Eplnay. Toaddtohlsmlsery.be
foil desperately In lovo with Mme. d'Houdetot.
Mme. d'Eplnnv's sister-in-law- . and the mis-
tress of Saint-I.ambe- who had been brought
Into notice In Parisian society by tho fact that
ho had succeeded so great a man as Voltaire
In tho affections of Mmo. du Chrltelet Rous-
seau was then composing his Nouvclle Ilelolse.
and he road the letters as he finished them to
Mme. d'Epinav and Mme d'Houdetot. Though
this latter lady was, as he avers, the only wo-

man he ever loved, she oould boast of llttlo
beauty: she squinted and was marked with
the small-pox- . Rut she was gay. frank, and
thoughtless, and. according to all accounts,
witty and vory charming. Her friends called
her the " parfnlte .lulle." Rousseau's love waa
hopeless, for Mme. d'Houdetot was ardently
attached to Saint-Lambe- rt to whom sho
always remained constant Her husband, aa
was usual at the time, raised no obstaolo to
hor passion; ho nnd Saint-Lambe- agreed
very woll until their old age, when they be-

came extremely jealous of one another, and
led Mme. d'Houdetot a very unoasy life.
Rousseau was soon thoroughly wretched In
his hermitage; he not only accused Diderot
of abandoning him. but Mme. d'Eplnay of
being in a league with his enemies. After
vainly attempting to sow division be-

tween Mine. d'Houdetot and M. Salnt-I.umbo- rt

he ended by turning on Mine.
d'Epinay with a singular decree of acrimony.
They parted with mutual feelings of 111 will,
and this disagreement was the origin of Rous-

seau's long quarrel with the whole philo-

sophic party. After his quarrel with Mma
d'i. pinny. Rousseau appears. Indeed, to have
broken entirely with the Purisiua world and
the ladles who ruled over it. Mme.
d'Eplnay, who was wholly Influenced by
Grimm, and whom Rouaseuu's caprioes hud
partially wearied, did not regret the lose of
her former friend; It Is nevertheless to her
connection with him that she owed tho In-

terest now attaching to her name, as well as
the attention she excited In her own time.
When Rousseau had loft the hermitage and
his quarrel with her was no longer spoken of.
Mme. d'Eplnay found herself comparatively
forgotten. In her latter days she wrote works
on education, and becumo the rival of Mine,
de Genlls. but her talent always remained es-

sentially commonplace.

IV.
Mme. du fhfitolat und Mme. d'Eplnay are

remembered solely by reason of their rela-

tions to Voltairo and to I'.oubseau: tho social
cii 'ins ol which they were theccutres were sec-
ondary in Importance to the bureaux d'esprlt.
so celebrated In the history oi tho eighteenth
century. Of these latter assemblies, tho
three most distinguished were presided ovor
by Mine, du Deffand, Mile, de Ecsplnasso. and
Mme tieoffrln. The first of these ladles was
anions for her caustic wit, the second for tho

charm of her conversation, and the third for
her active benevolence. Montesquieu, seem-
ingly alluding to the Influence of these ladles,
observes that a nation where women give the
prevailing tone must necessarily be talk-

ative. As a matter of fact however. It
was the men who talked and tho women
who listened. The men talked because thore
was nothing else for them to do; women gavo
tho pievaillng tone, because men of all classes
were laitly compelled and purtly willing to
gather around them. The nobles, being ex-

cluded from politics In which none but the
ministers und their creatures oould take part

and exercising no control, either as indlvld-ualsoras- a

body, naturally gave tbemsalvesup
to the pleasures ol society. Their politic!

thus Increased the poner aad im

portance of the female sax. Tha society of wo-m-

was also sought by authors and scientific
men, because there was no freedom anywhere
except In a lady's drawing room. Opln.ons
which. If published openly, would have drawn
down persecution on the men who expressed
them, could be uttered without fear in n salon.
To this motive for courting female society
may be added the knowledge that the women
who then presided over literary circles not
only named whom they liked to the Academy,
but dispensed as they chose Influence and
reputation. So It came to pass that the Indo-
lence of the uccer classes, the goneral want
of liberty, and the vanity and ambition of
authors laid tho basis of the powor of women,
a powor then carried to an extent which can
now scarcely be conceived.

The political lnslgniMcnnce of the men
placing the women on a level with thom ren-
dered the Intercourse of the two sexes more
polished anil agreeable. Thoy could speak on
the same subjects, since there wore no politi-
cal discussions, from which tho women were
to bo excluded. Conversation wns soon carried
to tho height of an art although it was always
marked by tho most olegant simplicity. It not
only acquired a style, but also became remarka-
ble for Its porspleulty and conciseness. The
necessity which men experienced of explaining
to the women wllh whom they conveised
matters which their Ignorance hindered them
from understanding, compelled the acquire-
ment of a clearness and a facility which
were often transferred to literary composi-
tions. The excosslve polish which is nt once
the beauty and tha dofectof the French lan-
guage. Is to he attributed to female Influence.
The assemblies over which women presided
produced refinement and elegance, but nt tho
same time, they were not free from certain

One of their most sorlous draw-
backs was that for the calm and mature modl-tatio- n

of former writers waa substituted tho
habit of the quick and light deotslons pocullar
to conversation. Mlnglod presumption and
frlvolouaness thus became one of the charac-
teristics of the time.

The three typical bureaux d'esprlt of the
eighteenth century were themselves dlstln- -

tlngulshed from one another by strongly
marked characteristics. The polite, profli-
gate, and skeptical noblesse gathered around
Mme. du Deffand. an aristocratic and a witty
woman. Mile. Lespinasse. a social outcast by
her Illegitimate birth, and gifted with an ardent
and enthusiastic mind, attracted the political
reformers of the day: the worldly wise nnd
moderate membora of the philosophical party
met at the house of Mme. GeofTrln. a quiet and
prudent bourgooise. who endeavored to rec-
oncile her religious feeling with the patronnKe
of professed skeptics. The society of Mme,
du Holland la the first that deserves attention.

V.
Mario Vichy de chamrond was born toward

the close of the seventeenth contury. In the
convent where she was brought up. and whore
sho received an excellent education, she early
distinguished herself for a tone of raillery on
religious matters which alarmed tho nuns.
They called In Massillon to talk to her. but the
amiable i'.lshop was too much delighted with
thegraceand frankness of the young girl to
be very severe. " Elle est charmante." was
his only reproof. At the age of 22, Mile, de
Vichy was married to tho Marquis du Doffnnd,
from whom her Intrigues soon caused her to
separate. Eyes remarkable for their brilliancy
and beauty, a pleasant smile, and a counte-
nance full of piquancy and expression wore
tho chief personal attractions of the young
Mnrchloness She la described as frank with-
out candor, nnd impetuous without either pas-

sions or feelings; ns full of wit and sound
judgment In hor mode of thinking, but extrav-
agant and often ridiculous in her conduct ; in
line, as openly selfish, and yet capable of
friendship. Constancy in love was not one of
her virtues. During her youth, sho was
noted for her vivacity and equivocal

As age drew on. her charms
vanished, and she became blind.
and ennuyo. She sought for a time n
refuge In religion, but having natural-
ly little turn that way. she opened a
bureau d'esprlt for the philosophers. Neither
their socloty. however, nor her own wit-wh- lch

after that of Voltaire and Piron Is said to have
been the keenest of the time could preserve
her from tho Incessant ennui which conpumed
her declining years "Give me n secret to
ward off ennui." she obsorves In one of her
letters to D'Alembert, "and you will luy mo
under a greater obligation than If you had be-

stowed on mo the philosopher's stone.' This
fooling wns by no means peculiar to Mme.
du Deffand. The published correspondence of
the circle over which she presided shows that
with all their wit and boasted philosophy her
friends found tho burden of life Intolerably
heavy. In her cose ennui was Increased by a
singular degree of hi artlessness. She had In-

tellectual predilections, but she could not
love. The gayety and vivacity of D'Alembert
were acceptable to hor: so were the original-
ity and naivete of Montesquieu, the polished
wit of President Hanault. or the satire of Vo-
ltairo; but she had little affection for thom as
Individuals. This did not prevent her from be-

ing in many cases a sincere and zealous friend,
though friendship was with her divested
of all its charms, of her deficiency In this re-

spect. Mme. du Deffand was well aware; when,
in tho latter years of her life, she became ac-

quainted with Mme.de Genlls, who was then
bringing up with her own children and thoso
of tho Duo d'Orloans, a young English girl
named Pamela (afterward the wife of the un-

happy Lord Edward I'itgorald), sho asked her.
with evident surprise. " Are you so fond of that
child?" "I am very fond of her. lndoed." was
the natural reply. "Ah. you are very fortu-

nate." sighed Mmo. du I'effand: "I never could
love anything." According. Indeed, to the tes-

timony of one who knew her woll. It was diffi-

cult to have less feeling and more solllshness.
If. however, sho was selfish and henrtless. she
had. at least, the merit of being perfectly
frank about It. When the celebrated work of

i vol in n appeared several persona blamed
him. because, following Hobbes. he had made
selfishness the great moth e of human actions.
"Bah." said eho. "he has only revealed a
secret that everybody knows."

The total lack of sensibility, not being ac-

companied by the nffeetatlon of the contrary
feeling, did not prevent the society of Mme.
du Deffand from being eminently attractive.
It was. Indeed, impossible to resist the fasci-

nation of that brilliant, active Intellect, which
yielded to every impression, and passed from
one subject to another with over now freshness
and variety. In all matters connected with
the everyday world Mmo du Defraud wns in-

imitable. The sound:, ess of her judgment.
united to the originality and pungency of her
language, and the caiutlolty which never for-
sook her, caused her society to be eagerly
sought for and highly alued. Her freedom
from seeking for effect, and her striking im-

partiality, wore alo very remarkable char-
acteristics of her mind. At un tpoob when
almpl icily was by D" nn uns prevalent, sho
disiluyeil an unbending hatied of everything
like subtlety and line-s- and unsparingly ac-

cused of uffeetatioii all the Hunkers of the day.
She had no more sympathy with the declama-
tory enthusiasm of ilia hllosophere than with
the rigorism of the devotees. Sho did not be-

lieve in the existence ol feelings she coulu
never experience herself.

Tho society at Mme. du Doffand's was nolther
preponderantly literary nor preeminently ar-

tistic It was a society made up of aristo-
crats and Intellectual persons who met for
common amusement with a sprinkling of
philosophers, in order to give some variety to
conversation, and also beause philosophy
was the fashion of the day. She spared no ef-

fort to render her house attractive to her visi-

tors. " Let us havo good ehoer." she often
said to her cool,, nnd she was wont to observe
that " suppers wore one of tho four great ob-

jects of man io life." With all her wit, she did
not rely exclusively on its effect. Abstemious-
ness was neither a virtue of hers nor of the
sensual philosophers with whom she associ-
ated. It should, at the asms time, be noted
tbat the most ardent members of the phllo-aeph-

set bad but little sympathy with the

d Mme. du Deffand. Dldernt
came once to visit her, eyed her witty
epicurean friends with eontempt, and
never came again. Freedom nnd good
breeding were the chief characteristics of her
circle. Within Its narrow limits, however.
Mme. du Deffand setup for nn arbitrary judge
on all questions of philosophy or tnsto. Her
correspondence wllh Voltaire, and the high
value he set on her opinions gave hnr great au-

thority: her decisions, howevor. wre marked
by more wit than correctness. Of Montes-
quieu's great work, she observed that It was
not 1,'Esprlt dos Lois, but De ITsprlt sur les
l.ols a saying which Voltaire thought y

good to make his own p.nd repeat, sho
was also wont to express the opinion that what
cannot he known to us Is evidently of no use
to us; a remark which Voltairo pronounced
ndmlrublo; "this Is n great truth, madame.
and what is hotter still, a very consolng one."

On the wholo the coterie of Mme. du Deffand
Is presented ns the best illustration of French
society in the eighteenth centuiy. I'nlike Iho
other philosophical circles, it had no purposo
more dellnlto thnn to furnish a rosouree
against ennui. Ministers, titled lading, i hil

and foreigners met on this neutral
ground: they cared little for one another, bur
they were witty, well Ire). nnd could afford
and receive amusement by mooting together.
Thlssoclety waa particularly admired for tho
accomplishments of Its members, who con-
tributed to spread around It their own pol-

ished and nnnffected manners. But this was
the only Inlluonce which thoy directly oxer-cise-

Mme. du DeMand hod no aim. and can-
not bo said to have affected anything. She
succeeded, howover. In making her house the
resort of all the distinguished foreigners who
visited France, When the refoimlng and

sovereign. Joseph II., the brother
of Mario Antoinette, canio to TarlB In 1777 he
was careful to visit Mme. du Doffund. Iter
prestige, however, declined under tho reign of
Louis .VI. The times were ulterod. The
power ot tho philosophers had progressed,
and no longer sought the patronage of nar-
row circles; thoir spirit had become Ihut of the
whole nation.

VI.
It Is pointed out by the author of these

that fiction has seldom brought in con-
tact two beings In naturo so dissimilar ns wen
those of Mine, du Deffand and of M:lo de
Lespinasse. The blip lness nnd other Infirmi-
ties of tho former lady had rendered it neces-
sary for her to havo a companion, and Bhe
took Mile, do Lespinasse fur the purpose.
The young girl's history was a pathetic one.
She had in reality no claim to tho name she
bore, being the illegitimate daughter of Mmo.
d'Albon, a married lady of high rank. She was
brought up in n convont. under tho name of
Lespinasse, and when Bhe wns of ago was
placed ns a governess in tho family of her
mother. The afTocfion which Mme. d'Albon
could only show her In secret supported her
for some time under her trials. But her
mother died, and tho proofs of her birth,
which had been boquenthed to her. were, ns
well as a large sum of money, wro-te- d frum
Julio do lespinasse by her relatives. It was
then that sho met Mmo. du Deffand and ac-

cepted her proposal ot resiling with her as
demoiselle de compngnio. It was not to be
expectod that tho cold and selllsh Mmo. du
DefTand would troat her young attendant with
much kindness. She mad, her sleep during
the davtlmo nnd sit up all nUht, In order
to read aloud to her. This unnatural mode of
lifo impaired tho health of her young attend-
ant Tne chief consolation which tho latter
found in hor melancholy position was the
friendship of D'Alembert, who was himself, as
we have said, tho illegitimate son of Mme. do
Tencin She also derived much gratification
from Intercourse with tho select company
which met at Mme. du Doffand's house. Tho
instantaneous improssion made on her mind
by whatever was excellent rendered her ex-

tremely seducing to men of taiont Sho
plenr-o- not merely by her own personal at-

tractions, considerable as these were, but still
more by the evident delight sho recolved from
the wit and eloquence of those t- whom ahe
listened. In order not to excite the jealousy of
their s tho visitors of Mmo. du DelTaml
avoided, while In her presence, taklrg too
niueli notice of her young atten lent, but used
to proceed secretly to her room about nn hour
before the usual time of calling, a ng
time Mme du DeiTr.nd remained unconscious
of theso circumstances. Wbonsheat length
learned of them her fury was unbounded, and
she announced the intention of dismissing
Mile, de Immediately- The young
woman, seeing herself thrown upon the world
without:! home, was driven to despair and swal-
lowed a doso ot laudanum. Timely remedies
Baved hor from the consequences of the act
but her health, already much Impaired, nevor
recovered the shook, und ns soun as she was
able to leavo the house of Mmo. du Doffnnd tho
two pnrted. Their separation agitated the
who'e Parisian world, and. after vainly attempt-
ing to effect a n conciliation, the society of
Mine, du Deffand split into two hostile parties
that Mlleii tbo town with bitter reerimlnntioiir,.
Tho Mateehale de Luxembourg furnished the
apartment taken by Vllle.de Lespinasse and
the old President Honault offered to marry
her. a proi o- al whieh shedecllned. The Dukeot
Choiseul. owlngto thooxertlons of hor friends.
procured her a pension on the King's privy
purse, and M:ne. Qeoffrln. with unostentatious
benevolence, made her a yearly allowance.
Mile, ile Lespinasse, being thus placed above
want soon gathered around her a cholco liter-orar- y

circle. If a new Academy had boon
opened It would not have causod so deep a
sensation in French society. Though consist-
ing chiefly of tho same guests who had
formerly frequented Mine, du Doffand's salon,
tho coterlo of Mile, do I.espinubso took a quite
different tone. Ideas of reform and Hie doc-
trines of political economy were thou begin-
ning to exclto and divide the French i ublio
mind. Mlle.de Eesniniissa siileil with tloiecnn -

oniists and philosophic reformers. Turgot.
tho future Minister of State; Morollet Diderot.
D'Alembert. Marmortel, CllUStelluX, und rt

were her constant guests, and made
her house tho central point whence they dis-
seminated their doctrines in financial, politi-
cal, and literary manors. .Ml the foreigners
of distinction also visited Mile, do l.espinusse,
and it was a bubiect of some jeulous between
her and Mme. du Delfand ns to which of the
two should have most Englishmen.

Tha accounts loft of tho society of Mile, do
Lespinasse represent her house as one of tho
most agreeable places of resort in Puris.
There might be seen evory evening the niosi
remarkahlo individuals of every rank. The
Church. Iho State, and the army wero as fairly
represented in her drawing room aa philoso-
phy; and when, though this happened rarolv.
she went either to tho country or Io the pla,
ull Purls was Informed beforehand of the im-

portant event. Mile, de IiOSpiuasse scums io
havo been one of Iho most bewitching women
of her day. Many bin passed her lu youlh und
boauty ; many wero as clever, and a few v,,.o
more brilliant and witty: but u.uio equalled
her in the deep powor of seduction, deep and
great, although involunt i:y. which drew
around her Iho most celebrated men of tho
time. Mile, de I.espluasso listened more than
silo spoke; but when sho did speak, it was
admirably; she uttered, however, l. ' witti-
cisms, and none of the artificially clever say-
ings then so much In vogue. Her power was
not merely Intellectual; It seems Io have
spruug less from the activity of her mind
than from the depth and fervor of her feelings.
An Inward Hie Imparted to lor language a
passion and eloiueico rsro surpassed.
With respect to the cotor.o over which she
presldod. Mile, do I.eapiuasbo possessed an-
other leinuiLub!" and neeossurv talent ; this
was tho inllnlto tact with which she brought
the most opposite characters jnto communion
and kept them together in harmony. Without
Imposing any restraint on conversation, she
knew how to direct it and prevent it from
becoming vapid or insignltlcaui: in that ago
distinguished for women accomplished In
the art of guiding eooial Intercourse none ex-

celled her In this resPest, It was not, how-
ever, the aim of atUav da Leeplaesse te cheek

dtsonsslon, which was. indeed, at that time the
purpose of society. All the new works were
reviewed and criticised In the fashionable
drawing room, where, likewise, the acts of the
Government underwent a free scrutiny; elr- -

cumstinicos compelled society Io be Its own
organ of criticism. Tho result was that llll
cusslons. through long practice, were carried
on with a politeness nnd com tlr ease new un-

known In France owing to the political
changes which havo sin o occurred. In a na-

tion ntitoeiatleally governed, t arty spirit never
could run high; tho revolution, by rouiliig the

' passions of the masses, substituted a more
energetic but less o'eganl mode ol expressing

' them. Mile, de T.esplrnsso encourage the
hal.il e discussing tho questions of the dav;
it inn arted to llm men who assembled in her
house S Social power l,y which thoy ufteiwurd
attained to political eminence.

VII.
To third Lineaii d'Ssprit which calls for

particular notice, wns that of Mme. GoofTrin
Sho was a quiet, middle-age- d bourg"olse. un-

assuming alike in dress and nintnicr. and hud
been one of Iho few women whom Mme.de
Tencin admitted to her reunions toward the
close of her life. "She comes heie to see w hat
she can Inherit from me." Mmo. do Tencin
often observe I with a smile. It was. In truth.
5Ime. GeolTrln's object to become personally
acquainted with the eminent men who met al
the house of the in order, whenever the
letter's demise should occur, to gather lliem
nronnd herself. On ihe death of Mine, de Ten-
cin tho bourgooise effocted the d
proiect of succeeding to her power. Sho
gientlv enlarged tho circle of her predeces- -

sor, anil may e said to havo founded n now
Society, which rivalled that of Mme. du
Doffnnd. between whom and her. accordingly.
there sprang up a feeling ot enmity.
Notwithstanding the deflcieiiciesof heroduca- -

Hon. Mme i niolTrin was well lilted for her self-- ,
appointed tusk; her excellent sense, benevo-
lence, ii n (1 deep knowledge of tho world
adapted her admirably to lead and concilltate
tho vuln and Irritable soct she had uudettakon
'o jiatronize. Hor tact and kindness soon
rendered her liouso one of tho rendevous of
the Parisian world. Her power in time even
hoc nun so high that all the Gorman courta
that had any pretensions to philosophy paid
correspondents to Inform them of tho subjects
discussed by her circle. One of tho first ucts
of Catharine II.. for example, on ascending
tho imperial throne of Russia was to send a
salaried commissioner to tho court of Mine.
GeofTrln. who by her consummate address had
succeoded in muking it the European school of
lion ton. Though she was not versed clthorin
literaluroor In art. Mine Geoffrin drew around
hor authors und artists, mid. by listening at-

tentively and never speaking on what she did
not understand, succeoded In presiding witli
remarkable grace and judgment over thoir
meetings. Sho was not. however, a more
silent listener; she hud learned, in the inter-
course with persons ol high rank whom she
adroitly induced to visit her. tho pocullar
phraseology, exquisitely polished oven in Its
incorrectness, known us tho "style do grand
seigneur.'' No one surpassed her in the art of
story telling, her language was clear, concise.
and displayed tho mingled senso and shrewd-
ness of her mind. Der wit was like evory- -
thing uteut her. quiet and unpretending; it
never soarod above a certain plane; she oftengave to the most ingenious ideas a homely and
even commonplace form. A person was once
speaking in her presence of the Abbd Trublot.
a man little talent, but who, through seeing
a good deal of 1 ontenello and oilier talented
men. had acquired a certain amount of tact
and cleverness. "Ah." said Mme. Geoffrin.
'Vest un sot Irott" d'esprlt" a fool rubbed
over with wit. It was not oiton. however, that
Mine. Geoffrin indulged in witticisms. Sho was,
at the same time, severe and Indulgent, Her
temper, which she too,; great pains to subdue,
vvus by nuiure somewhat brusque nnd Impa-tieu- t:

but her judgment was sober, and, assho
was unimaginative she could seldom be

in her opinion ol the characters of thoso
around her Ion. while experience of tho
world rendered le-- a keen judge of human
fntblos, her kindness of heart made her deal
genilv with the errors she detected. To give
and forgive was her mavim. and. so far did sho
extend forbearance, even with regard to triv-
ial matters, that she hold it a duty to listen as
attentively Io the tedious speeches of a fool as
to the brilliant and amusing discourse of a
man of brains. ' Resides." she used to say.
" it you let i lool alone ho will talk abont him-
self ; and. L t hi in bo ever so foolisli. this is a
subject on which ho can scarcely fall to be-
come Instructive and eloquent"

Tbo society which gathered around Mme.
GoolTrln was composed partly of the disciples
of Voltaire and inrtly ol those of Rousseau.
But. though she tolerated ttio filendsof the
(iciiovese. she h.id a very ill opinion of his
character, norwas the violent and declamatory
tone of hlswtitlngs likely to please her sober
judgment. ho gave two dinners a wek,
one to artists and tho other to men
of letters. D'Alembort and Mile, de

used to be present at the latter of
thoe dinners. MaKvuiix. who saw a llnesso
In nil th.it vvus sold or lone, and who toitured
his subtle mind in order to give an ingenious
turn to everything he uttered, vvus also thoro.
The cold end resorved Thomas, whose fuino
has Buttered from the Indlfferonoe ho

for the women of his time; tho declama-
tory l'aynul. Muirun. tho learned antagonist
of Mme. du ( hatelet; tho latter's lover. Saint-Eainler-

the sutnicul Gallant, and many
others now lorgotlon were among ihe guests
ol Mme. Gcollrln. Besides the distinction
which me irieniianip oi mon oi laient con-
ferred on her. Ihe gentle .Mme. GeolTrin had
her shine ,.f worldly honors. Manislaiis
l'Vuiutowski. while he was still a Polish
noble, was a gre.il favorite nf hers, nnd al-
ways called her by ihe endearing nuino of
mother. Once, when he was imprisoned for
debt Mme. GeofTrln satlsllod tlm demands of
his creditors und release him. Alter lie had
been ruis.id to the liirone of Poland, one of
his lirst nets was to write to her. " Mamma,
your son Is king." In Ihe same letter he
invited her to come and visit him in Warsaw,
un I. notwithstanding her advanced uge. shecompiled with Ins reque-- t. tier journeythrough Germ. my was a triumph; she was

with distinguished honors by the Em-
press Maria Theresa, and on her arrival In thoKing a palace at Warsaw she was touched to
Mud herself Introduced into an apartment ah.
solutoly similar to that vvliich Bllo occupied inParis, i in her return through Vienna, sheagain saw Maria Theresa, who presented to
her her daughters, among them Mnrle An-
toinette, who afterward, meeting Mme. Geof-
frin in Fiance, reminded her of tho Incident.
Such was the place which the quiet bourgeolse
held in the esteem ol society tliat Iho small-
est details of her journey to Poland nnd tho
letters she wroto to her friends at home oc-
cupied the lansiun world during her absence.

VIII.
Mme do GeofTrln died In theautumn or 1777.

being then In the seventy-eight- your of her
uge. The deaths of Humo, Mile, de l.eapi-nass-

and Mine. GeolTiln. occurring, as they
did. within til space of ono year, wore sorlous
losses to tho philosophic party, which gradu-
ally dc.lir.ed In strength as a compact body,
although d daily acquired new power by dis-sc- :.

limiting Its doctrines moro widely. The
bureau d'esprit of Mmo. Geoffrin may almost bo
considered tho last of lis class, it Is truo that
she was outlived bv Mme. ifn lefTscd. but the

' hitler's society was toward the end only the
shadow of whllt It onco hud been ; the ill lorn-- I

er ol tho solllah. blind old woman repelled
oven her most Intimate nnd attached friends,
The in II ii once of Mine. looffrlU seom- - to bo (air- -
ly enough disci i Led ns extensive, but not deep,
Nho repressed Iho imprudence of s una newsexpress,. , by her proteges, bill, conscious ofher own dclleioiielcs, al, -- linn,., front substl-- ,
tilling any opinions hBrW0 At Ihe sumotime there Is Uo ilollbl that she proved an uux- -

II Ian of value to llm lor iheliirthoiunceol wle.se work she is s.u.l Io liuvofcpciit very huge sinus.
As for tho Influence nf the King's

whose power e.v,-te- d contemporaneously willthat "I tin. .bureaux d'espnt .lining ihe reign
of i.oii.s v. . this was exorcised on polltlcal'r.
Sulrsictiici directly through tho appointment

'" oouiuoiiv i leonlnlup. Not even M,,,.. de l'oi,,i;.,', i,b,nd to iia-.i- left any deep mark upon I roioiiail or literature Feltllr van it be said thatMarin vuluiuell.iwasii' any lime an apprecia-ble factor in the urli-n- e or literary evolulion o 1 runce. If. after tho arces-slo-
of l.nuls AW., l0 hureanv d'esprltdisappeared, t was because thor wero nlonger needed The public opinion whichthey had created no longei lequii-- the slid-- I

ter hem nth which It hud been evolved. There
Were, to I e sure, many I'nrls anion Wring the

rli d between thedoutii of I uh and thed.;. item of his grandson, hut ll" Wore of
litl.o importance computed with the tvpicql
luneaux d'eprit io which we have referred
Mil e Seeker, and. gftui Ir.un Ii if Iho
I evolution. Mme. Roland Mill ii lien and
Mme de Ktaej successive!) endeavored to
convert their drawing no- - Into centres
of public opinion, lui the i' Influence was
insignificant ,,,,,,. u.ih that "f tle-i-

preilt'Coso!-- . On tie ' in enl of tlm
I onsulate. Ihe last vestige of f. iiiinlne In
fluoiico vanished, so fat us any serious
effect on politics was concerned. There
was obviously no room in France forthe author
of "Corlnne when llonaiarte informed her
that to have plenty of babies was the highest
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Ten thousand! hinese ,, t oteans ar- - em- - 'ploveil by the contractors, liter ehm e.insil. i
.led as handy or uiilroad building In Liens' i
Siberia ns In America Tne nlhoi Wi isni"ti J

nre con lets and ticket o: Ion. men. The 1
price paid per VI rit by the lion: nmeiit -i II - 1
nun ml les, amounting to about ;j,iKii.(Mjg v

for the section under .Mr. Galetzskl's charge
Tho work is very expensive, as u great deal

of I, lusting of solid rs !; must be done. W hole
mountains of rock have to lo moved and deep
gorges have to he made. Much difficulty wh
experienced In getting the material Io Siberia.
A iaige part of II had to Io shipped t i the J
Pi.clllo coast and then up to Vludivo-toe- I
Transportation across Siberia under exist ing I
conditions is sl'.w und cumbeisome. The tj
deep snows In Winter Impede and slopwork.
'I 'hose facts make the magnitude of the ItUsslAD
Government a huge iindeitnklng more Im-

pressive th i n the mere statement of the llne'e
extraordinary length. The steppes nre unin-
viting in appearance, and dangers abound.
Tigers and other wild animals have been shot
along tho line not far Irom Vlndlvostoek. To J
now reach a city ol European Ituseln takes
forty days from Vladlvostocl;. and when the I
railway Is i mining oil" can go to St. Peters- -
burg from that sii.eilan port In twelve days. J

I ho idea of having this railroad was in the
mind of tho Ur.hr twenty years beforo work
was bogun. A commission which wns ap-
pointed by the Emperor In 1887 unanimously
roeoin mended the project on commercial ana
strategical grounds. It was foreseen that the
cost would Le immense, but the n Gov-
ernment decided to bear It alone, accepting; jno foreign capital. The henellts that will ac-
crue to Russia are expected to more than re- - );
pny the expenditure. Among the a (vantages
which tho railway will bring about aro the m
colonization of Siberia, which is a vast unpop- - m
uiated portion of the earth: the development 9
of agriculture and of tho Siberian minos: the V

opening up ol now markets for Kussiun indus-
tries, and. In short, to make Asiatic Kusslu ft
soiirco of revenue Instead of constant ex- - J

penso. besides increasing Russian influence In 1
countrios bordering on Siberia. IJy building I
up Siberia the railway will aid Russian exten-
sion in Asia. 1'urt of the trade of China, Japan,
and Corea will bo diverted to liussla.

To transport Height Irom Shanghai to Van-
couver, thenco ovor the Canadian l'aciflo and
across the Atlantic to Europe, takes thirty-liv- e

days. Through the Suz Canal to Genoa
and Marseilles requires forty-thre- e to forty-si- x

days. When tho Siberian railway Is M-
ulshed freight can be transported from Shang-
hai to Europe In eighteen to twenty days, and
this saving of time will divert trade to tho new
lino. Russia thus expects to cut into the busi-
ness that now falls to the I'nlted States, Cana-
da. Great Rrltaln. Franco, and Germany. Rus-
sia had once a great caravan route across the
dosert. hut the increase of facilities for ocean
carrying caused It to fall into disuse, (tne
drawback for the Siberian line Is thnt the port
of Vladlvostock. to which all of Its freight must
come, is closed by ice during several months j

of each year.
The estimate by the Russian engineers was

that the railway would cost from $:).000 to
$il7.il( a) a mile. Some parts are to pass through
a country where engineering difficulties are
great. Theoutlavls to be from oTiii.ihmi.'HK)
to 4U0,tMH),U00 rubles. The line will run
close to tho llfty-flft- h parallel of north latitude
from Zlatausk and Minsk ns fur as the Venisei
River, branches will there extend for about bJsixty miles to connoct with the important Btowns of Tomsk and Omsk. Ihe mad will IB
then fol low a more southerly course to Irkutbk, Sri
go along tho southern shore of Eake Palkal. H
and through the valley of tho Seeling River, I
cross Hie valleys of the Lena and HieAmurto W
I . ak i ,,1 Ian where excellent coal has been
found : then e run eastward to the stenmhont IIstation of Srei-tln- sk on the Amur ltiver and Id
along tha stream southeastward to Khaba-roMk- a.

'I here it will turn southward along H
tho right hank of the 1'ssuri. run to Graffsky,
and terminate at V hidivostoek. in latitude 4li.

Some doubters sav that this road will be ft
constant drain on Russia for years after it is
built, and that It will not begin to pay for half
a century : but even if it brings in no direct
llnancial profits It is certain to be productive
or good to the Russian umpire. Mthougli M
Siberia contains barren and almost iiseiess
waists it has millions of ucros of feiti'o soil,
which with easy cultivation will yield Immense
harvests. I Ine purpose of tho Govemmeilt is
to relieve the crowded district ol l.urcqonn m
Russia, so thnt when the crops fail tne faminemay not affect ns many as it basin tho past.
Hundreds of Ihuusiiuila f toil i s ei n hardly
keep body and soul together In Russia and If 1this surplus labor Wei e put on the fertile areas
of Western Siberia, that country would be de-
veloped. European Russia would be relieved Iof so much htiiur.ii weight, and Iho otnigrnm F
to Siberia could maintain themselves muchmore comfortably thnn now. Tims iho inter-
ests of tlie empire would be advanced.

i Ine part of Western Siberia which s cnpnl lo
of being converted Into a garden - as large nsFrance, and its sod is rich enough to support J
as la:gn a population as that ,,. nni y has.
Such dutr! 'ts u. badly needed by Russia, Tor
it has been tbHt in some "f it- - Kuro vandistricts ihe agricultural population lias in-
creased far beyond Hi ability t .sc.ure (ree-hold-

'Ibis superfluity of the iliissiin popu-
lation hit- - aggravated the sufferings during
eaoh famine. Th" Siberian farms that amawaiting such net liars aro inneces-ll.l- e now,
but ihe rail road will bring them within tea-- h.

Tlie mining regions of llm Mtai Mountains
will also he aided by ihe railway. Mr. Kora.
loll, who Is with Mr. Onletr.sk I is etc me.' with
the belief that e Id nines will be :...,.....,(
there winch win compare Well 'villi Ihose. of
California. Australia, nn the IVan-vaii- l.

Steam communication will give an impetus tq
this iiistijet, where enormous iiuiintitloa n(
precious meial e sin, p'.so to i eealed.

Ono of ine remote regions to win Ii th- - ra
will probably bring population i. r,e val-

ley of the Sa!"iigi liivor on Ih" SoUtllH.iHt
shore of '.uko Duiial. Ii is the wannest dis-
trict in nil Siberia and has been called the
Siberian Italy. Its fertility is iliiaurpaasviL
ye: because of the la"rf of earrynu facilities) i
the g ton nd tin re Is unused.

Aa I'net ilile lloiiiidnry I, tne. jjsv
rn,t II r ,r,'n-,- - ... wkM

"You have heard of smuggling. ! presume," V
i"inn. a guest nt ono Ol lln hotels rosier- - jM
day. "Well." lie continued "1 run against Ml
the most si ipondoiis mi In ih it line la t III

he loll1 tles KM
awnrothat oi div sniu 'irh-r- are SHl
content to transport ti Ir goods wr ihe line BV
from no con hi rj to another. Iliooheei being, offl
of course. Io evaie tie pu) moid of ti. customs Wh
duties. Tin1 people IV '' ..''cm I .ami in coll- -
tact weio sup. on i i, linn methods. Kb
Which might do for low into- - and outlawed JsWf
brigands. Lui not r u II ' leuK'nkS in- - HI. oo. ..pi especial l a una linn Yankee 'I hey SJdidn't move ihe good" In y moved the line. IB" I i in Ih" luribc ' " is'i , ., lint ol Maine
there cine, a I la " wl.-- m Maine stops and U
New ltiuiiMvie . I egno indary Plline hoi we nlhvtu countries. That Is also Ml
where tin. ' ma li in lanliues spoken of have H I
their lorn . 'J liev are naturally given to si. I
farming, am "of these people, and even if SBJ
M.'lvnilei di put a duty on gram, poultry, and "
oilier things, it didi. i make any oiffe once H
with s.u e "f iho sturdy yeomen who live Bl
u i.g idi. the line, Iho publication of tne
news of the ussago of the tariff III Hdidn't cause them a moment's uncus!- - H.
less. :,.". simply went on laisltig their HI
i uiiadlaii wheat und their Canadian oats. At Hthe same time they kept their eyes on the mlboundary llna-w- hat they oould see of It. Thevisible portion of this remarkable boundary sVconsisted of upright iron posts, set nt Intervals sB
of. one mile through the land. Sot beingclinched on Ihe other side of the earth, these M' ' are rospon Uo Io Influences i laced on JsVI
them on the Omuid nn side. In other words, aHsflion enn be taken in and reset. B" VI. "lit Iho time these upright and honest HI V:

fanners over the line liuve their crops in eon- - MM'''1'
Mil n to banc: a peculiar thing happens. ownsimp dark n :ht, a hi I dozen o the go coon s4s.hunting, nod when tlicr return io their Are- - Si
bide: le) nt n in sol! iiiey und their Hi. Igioui Is. und wtli tli mil rops 'I lie bound. Illan line has moved and la located a half 9
mile or so furlhoi toward the Arotio Ocean '.I heae guileless tillers of the soil then dispose I

of their products at I'nlted States orloee.and jW' Jaome lime during the winter. Ineomeunknown ML Mmanor the boundary line takes a baokwartl Wleap, leaving them again on QuStitimW W I


