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u:t of dark figures fille
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THE DOOTORS
HOYLAND.

BT A. CONAN DOTLR

(ompripht, 1504, by 4. Oimsm Depla

e, Tames Hiplay was alwars looked upon as
an axcesdingly luoky dog by all of tha profes
slon who knaw him. FHis father had praceded
him In & praotice in the villags of Hoyland. In
the north of Hampahire, and all was ready for
him on the very first day that the law allowed
him to put his name st the foot of a prescrip.
In & few years the old gentleman re-
tired and settled on the South Const. leaving
his son in undispulsd pesssasion of the whols
sountry aide. Bave lor Dr. Horton near lla.
singatoks, the voung surgeon had aslear run
o alx milen In every direotion and took his
£1.000 a year, though, as s usual In eountry
practioss, the stable swallowed up most of
what the consalting room sarned.

Dr. James Ripley wan two-and-thirty years
of ags, reserved, lsarnod, unmarriod, with set
rather stern features, and & thinning of the
dark halr upon the top of his head, whish was
worth quite s hundred & year to him.
partieniacly hapor In his management of la-
dies, e had enught the tons of bland stern-
ness and declsive suavity whish domlinates
without offending, Ladles, however, wares not
equally happy In thelr managementof him.
Professionally, he was always at their service.
Hoelally, he was & drop of quloksllver.
the country mammas apread out thelr simple
lures In front of him,
were not 1o his taste, and he preferred during
his meanty lelsure to ahut himself up in his
study, and to bury himeel! In Virchow's Are
ohivas and the professional journals.

Study was a pasajon with him, and he would
have nons of the rust which often gathers
round a country prastitionsr.
bition to kesp his knowledge an fresh and
bright on ot the moment when he had stepped
out of the examination hall. e prided him-
aalf on being able at & moment's notlce to
rattle off the seven ramifications of soms ob-
acurs artery, or to give the sxael percentage
of any physiologioal compound. After along
day's work he would sit up ha!f the night per-
forming iridectomios and extrastions upen
the shiesp's ayes sent in by the village butoher,
to the horror of lils housekeaner, who had to
remove the Jébris next morning.
tor his work was the one fanstiolsm which
tound a place In his dry, procise nature.

1t was the moro to his eredit that he should
keop upto datein his knowledgo, since he hind
no competition to force him to exertion. In
the seven voars during which he had pras-
tisod in Hovland three rivals had pltted them-
solvos agalost him, two in the village itsesif
and one o the nelghboring hamlet of Lower
Hoyland. Of thessonohad slekened and wast-
od, being, as It was sald, himselfl the only pa-
tient whom he had treated during hiselghteen
months of ruralizing. A second had bought »
fourth share of a Dasingstoke practice and
had departed homorably, while a third had
vanisned ons September mnight, loaviog »
guttad house and an unpald drug bill behind
bim. Hince them the distriet had become a
monopoly, and no one had dared te measure
himsell againat the established famoe of the
Hoyland doctor.

1t wan, then, with a fesling of some surprise
and considerable eurlosity that on driving
through Lower Horland one morning he per-
ceived that the new bouse ut the end of the
village was ocoupled, and that & virgin brass
plate glistened upon the swinglog gate which
faced the high road. He pulled up his 0fty.
guinea chestnut mare, acd took a good look at
“Verrinder Smith, M. D." was printed
noross it in very neat, small lettering.
Iast man had bad letlers hall & foot long.
with a lamp like & fire station Dr James
lipley noted the difference, and deduced
from it that the neweomer might possibly
prove s more formidable opponent. He was
convineed of it that evening when lie cams to
consult the current medieal directory.
he learned that Dr, Verrinder Smith was the
ho'der of supsrb degreas, that he had studied
with distinction st Edinburgh, Parle, Berlin,
and Vienna, and, finally, that he had besa
awarded a gold medal and the Les Hopkinas
scholarship for orlginal ressarch in recogol-
tion of an exhaustive inqulry inte the fune-
tions of the anterior spinal Serve roots.
Kipler pasaad his fogers through his thin hale
in bewilderment as he read his rival's record.
What on earth could so brilliant & man mean
by puttiong up bis plate la & little Hampahire
hamlet?

Hut D, Ripler furnished himasl! with an ex-
planation to the riddle. No deubt Lr. Ver-
rinder Hmith had simply come down there In
order to pursue some solentifio research In
peace and quiet. The plate was uu as an ad-
dress rather than as an lnvitation to patients
Uf eourse, that must be the true oxplanation.
In that case the pressnce of this brillians
nelghbor would be a splendid thiog for his
Ho bad often longed for some
kindred mind, some steal on which he might
strike his flint. Chanee had brought it to bim,
and he rejoiced exceadingly.

And this joy it was whieh led him to take &
step which was quite at variance with his
usunal hablts, It is the eustom for a new-
comer among medical men to eall fArat upon
the oldes aod the ellquetie upen the subject
Dr. Ripley was pedantically exact on
such polnts, and yet he deliberately drove over
next day and oalled upon Dr, Verrinder Bmith,
Buch & walving of ceremony was, he felt, a
gracious set upon his part, and & it prelude
to the intimate relations whieh he hoped to
eatablish with his nelghbor.

The house was neat and well appolnted, and
Dir. Kipley was shown by a smart maid lato
dappar little consulting room.
lo he notiead two or three parasols and a
Iady's sun boune! hanging in the hall
& pity that his eolleazue should bea marrisd
It would put them upon adifferent foot-
fow. aud interfeore with those long eveniogs of
high scientifie talk which he had plotured to
Un the other hanl, thers was much
in the consulting room 1o please him. FElabo-
rate lustruments, sesn wore often In hospitals
than in the houses of privats practitioners,
A sphygmograph stood
upon the tabie. and a sasomaeler-like sagine,
whieh was new to Lir. Ripley, in the coroer,
bookenss full of ponderous volumes s Freneh
and Lisrman, paper-covered for the most part,
and varviog (o tiat from the shell to the yulk
of aduck's egue. causht lls wandering eyes,
deoply absorbed in thelr tities
whea the door ovensd suddeniy behiad bim.
Turniog rouod he found himeell facing » littie
woman, whose plain, pallsh Isce was remark-
able ouly for & pair of shrewd. humorous eres
of & blus whioh had two shades too much
Bae hold & prwveues in hear laft
band and the Dogtor's eard in her right.

“How do you do. Dr. Kipler i said ahe.

“How do yuu do, madam
visltor. ~ Your busband ls perbaps aut?”

“1am ot quarcied.” sald sbe, slmply

“ O 1 beg vour pardoa!

e, Verrioder Smith ™

" 1am D Verrinder nmith™

Lie. Wipley was 80 surprised that he dropped
Lia hat and forgot te pick it up sguin.

“What! he gasped, “"the Les licokine prize
You!" He had pever acen & worman
doctor Lelose, and bis whoin consery
fong Up o revolt at the idea. He could ot re-
enll sty Bibleal {mjupction that the man
phould remsin ever the doctor and the woman
the nurss. and yel be felt as il s bissphamy
| had bosu commitivd, Ll lace velraied Lis
| foslings valy 100 clearly

| lnd ﬂlll ¥y

| sm sorry to disappoint you."
u eurtainly have surprised me.” Do an-
swernd picking up bhis hat

Yl are Bot among our ehampions than ¥
1 \Jl.tanl- say thal the moveinent has my
approval'
Aud why *
“ 1 shouid wueh profer not ta disouns it."
|l‘at I s sure you will saswer & lady's
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A CINCINNATI JOKE

The Apparities of the Little Man With Bed
Hide Whiskers,

" Cloelnnat! moen are pacullar In thelr 1deas
of fun,” sald & commercial traveller as he re-
fused adrink. " and as the result of a sup:
posed bit of fun out thers Thavaatopped driok-
fng. Whew! but [thought Ihad "em for a littls
while the next morning. Have you ever hads
Well. It paralyzos & man's
No, sir, I won't take a drink.
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1 was ln that town for two days, and busl
ness wan good. My work was wll comupleted
snd the second night I met ‘Cookssy' Larke:
of Baston. We went to the theatrs and weat
out between the aots. Cooksey was satislis!
with his busipess and I was with mine, so we
determined to make a nlght of It

"o you know Cooksey? Woll he alwars
hasa thirst, s dandr, and I was & LIt busir
I remembor gotting bak
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other mon In e
Things were hazy. 'Setemupagan-
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whon he missed & shot. Tho hotel was 1ull
and Cookser was put In my room, Never was
able to discover just how we did get 1o lel
The hall boy leughed when [ tried to pump
him the next day. At any rate, wo did get 1o
ped. and without our boots on. When 1 wese
up the next morniog thers wassand in mr
eyes and & fringe in my throat. Ugh! lran
I feund that I had more mean
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