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CHAPTER XVIIL

A SUPDBg KXPSDITtOK.

I did not after that suffer the itui to grow
Udw ar ft- I wmnt out- - wl,h mT nwn

rM Marched th fteld t th took, and vsrv
ditch aad water hoi. 1 had th loa ertod In

the samp: mr ladr. har ratura. ottered a
reward ; w tent even to th nearer vlllag. we
patrolled th road, w emitted nothing that
aald by ear ehaaoe avail ue. Yet. vnlng

fell, aad night aad found utlll ajearehlng;
a nearer, aa far a we aonld see, to sueoeea

Th child wa gone mrstrloulr. Left to alar
aleae fer two minute In the stillness of th
afternoon, he had Tantihed a eomptotolr aa If

th earth had opened aad wallowd him.
Bmd. w bga to aak. while Marie at

pal and brooding In a erar. or now and
again tol to th door to listen, wh eould
har taken him and with what mot It. ? Thr
wsrs Dn and woman In th eamp capable of
aaythlng. It aid probable that not f

I the had toln th child for th ak of hi

cloth. Othr saggssted wltohorafL But la
m r own mind I land to nlthr of th i.

I suspaeted. though I dard not uvter
th thought, that th Unral had done It
Without knowing how much of the storr
Count IIuio bad confided to him. I took It aa

certain that th father hd (aid enough to ap-

prise him of th bo?' value. Aad thl bains
o. what more probabl than that the Otnaral,

whom I wa prepared to credit with anr atroe-It- r.

(hould take Instant tp to po( hire-a- ll

of th child ?

My ladr aald and did all that waa kind on th
ecasion; and for a few hour It occupied all-ea-r

thoughts. At the and of tbat Mm, about
sunset. Qen. Tcercla rod to th door, and
With him. to nr surprlss. th Waldgrav.
Thar would har. aad dtaind br o ions
that wha h nt for m on thlr departure.
1 waa aore on Marl' account, and Inclined to

jj blame br aa indlfTernt to our loss. But a
single glance at har face put another color on
th matter. I aw that something had d

to xolto and diaturb her.
" Martin." aha aid sarnsetlr. "I am going

to mploy you on an errand of Importance
litten to me and do not Interrupt ma Qn.
Tserolaa start with th larger part

f hi foro to intercept on of Walleneteln'e
envoys, which i xpctd to p( twelve

Waguea to th 'south of thl. Thar will b
aharp fighting. I am told. And m r cousin, th
Waldgrav Rupert going. II I not at
present I mean. I am afraid ha mar do some-
thing raah. lie i young." mr ladr continued
with dignity and a heiitened color, "and I
wiah ha would atar here. But he will not"

I gunned at once that thia affair of the eon-vo- y

waa the buaineia which bad brought
Count Huge to the camp. And I waa begin-Bla- g

to ooaeidar what advantage we might
make of It and whether th General' abno
might not afford u both a pretext for de-

parture and the opportunity, when mr ladr'
next words dlapelled mr visions.

" I want rou." ah said slowly. " to go with
him. He ha a high opinion of rou. und will
listen to rou."

" Th 0nral ?" I cried ia amazmnt
"Who spoke of h m '" she exclaimed angrllr.

" I said th Waldgravs Rupert I wish rou to
go with him to see tbat h does not run -- anr
uaneeesserr risk."

I coughed dryly, and stood silent
Well?" mr ldrald with a frown. "Do

yeu understand?"
" I understand, mr ladr " I answered flrmlr i

" but I cannot go."
"You cannot got when I eend rou!" h

murmured, unable I think, to believe har
ear. "Wbr. not sirrah? Whr not if rou
pleaae 1"

" Ucau mr flrt dutr I to rour Kxcel-lenor-

I stammered. " And aa loag aa rou
are hare I dar not --and will not leave rou !"

"As long a I am here!" she retorted, red
with angar and surprise. "You bar etui that
maggot In reur head, then' Br mr oul.
Master Martin, if we were at borne I would
And meeae to drive It outl But I know what It
la! What rou reallr want la to atar br theild

that puling girt I Oh. I am not blind." mr
drcontlaud viciously, seeing that eh had
und at laat th war to hurt me. "1 know

rhat na been going on."
"But Count Lauohtenatetn I muttered.
"Don't bring him In!" mr ladr ensd. In

Such a voice 1 dared go no further, "dan.
Tserolaa has told m of him. I understood

list le between them, and rou do aot
boobr I" ebe continued. Hashing

ftt m a glance of eoorn. which mad m trem
hi. " But I will thwart rou! 1 have a war to
a It hlnce rou will not leave me. 1 will go
myself. I wAl go. but Mistress Maria shall
Bear here till we return."

If there la to be lighting, mr ladr '." I aald
fcgmbly.

Ah Bo rou have changed rour not, have
you!" ehe cried. triumphantly 1 had seldom
seen her more moved. " II there is to b tight-log-

alio mocked my tone " Well, there Is to
be. but 1 shall go. And now do rou go. and
nave all ready for a start at daybreak, or it will
M th wore for roal Mr wemau will

me. rrftutoln Anna will atar bare
With your other mistress:"

8h pointed to the door aa she apoke. and
race more oharged me to b ready, and I went
away dated. Kverrthing eeemed ou a sudden
to be turned upside down the child lost, in r
lady offended, the VValdgrave desperate, th
General in favor. I could net s which way
any duty ley. I would tain have etayed In theeamp a dar to male further euarch for the
oaild. but I muat go. I would gladly have got

lear of the camo. but we were to travel In the
Ueaeral'e company. Aa tu leaving Marie, mv
ladr wronged ma I knew of no danger which
threatened! th girl, nor anr reason whr she

hould nt be safe where she waa. If th child
were found ebe would be here to receive It

On th other hnd. there was my discovery
f th afternoon, from th Immediate conae-queno- e

of which Count Hugo' arrival had
eaved m. Thia audden expedition ahould
favor m there, th Uenernl would have his
hands full of other things, and Ludwig be hard
put to it to gala hia ear. I might now. if I
pleaad. discover th matter to my lady, and
open her ere. But I had no proof. Kvn if
time permitted, and I could lake the Counteea
to that part of the camp. 1 could not be euro
that the body waa atill there. Aad to accuse
Gn. Tserolaa ef uoh a thing without proof
would be to oourt my own ruin.

VYbll 1 wa puislie over thl. I saw the
Waldgrave outeide. and. thinking to profit by

a vice, weat to meet him. But! foundtie In a peculiar mood, talking laughing,
aad breaking Into (Batch of ong . and all
with a wlldnee and abandon that fright-
ened while they puzzled ma He laughed
a mr double. Walking up and down, while
hia aervanta acourad hie hreaatpi aad
eleaaed hi barn br the light of a lantern h
persisted ia talking of nothing but the mtdttloa before u and th pieeaure of atrlkiog

blow or two.
" We are rusting, man!" he rld feverlehlr

clapptag a on th back. " You have th rust
ob you yt. Martin. But

cues, eliak. cllak '
(wer a4 ttirrus suit ayerl

Bids. rU ride.
Peel as fsalksr er f -- r

or aeit day we will hav It off."' You have heard about th child, my lord."
I (aid. trying to bring him back to the preeeut.

' I have beard that You vterder. the dullest
at a board 1 ever met turn out to be

ugo of leuehlcnstolB. whom tiou preaervo
be answered reokleesly. And that your girl's
brat ol a brother turne out to bo hia brat! And

sooner la th tether found then th son isKit: and that both have gone aa mysteriously
as they came. But lliiumcl man. what's the
odde wru--u w aru going to tight
What compares with thati1 it! oa! steady and
tbe point'"

I thought of Marie and it aeemad to me that
thor wero other things in th world Usl I. s
flghtlac. ror love uiaka a uan bulb bravo
and a coward. But th urguui. nt would
scarcely havo ba to the Ualdgravi a mini,
and. acting that he would neither talk aor hear
rcaon. I left him end went awy tu make my
preparations.

on the r sd the next day 1 noticed tbat be
was aa dull as he bad becu way though every
bow and then he still Hashed Into tbe same
wild merriment Our party rod at the b-- 1

f the column that we alight eecape the lust
aad have the teat of the road the uenerei and
hie prlnclpnl officer Accompanying ue aad
leaving tbe guidance of the mar. h to Inferior
Our for coueieted of about ti! horae eud
400 loot aad aa wo were to ret ura to tbe cam p
we took with ua neither sutlers uorordlnair
taggege. Camp followere were Interdicted un-

der pain of death. Still tbe aiuouat of our im
pediments aatoaisbad me Half edoseu eurnp
ter boreee were needed to carry tbe CieaeraJ a
tsatand equipage, hieofffeers required a score
aor The ammunition fox the fot soldiers,
whe were suxSeUatly burdened with theu

heavy matlocka. rvrovlded forthr lead: and
In An, whll euprod to b marching In light
fighting order, w hkd something Ilk 100
packhor In onr train. Then thare wr men
to lead them, and eook and pages and foot
boy and th General's band, and but that onr

lay through woodland tracks and
vrllr bUv w should have had hi och

and dwarf also.
The light of all thea man and horses in mo-tlo- n

wn (o novel and erhilarAtlng. And th
morning air ao brisk, that I soon recovered
from my parting with Maria and began to take
amor cheerful view of tb position. I cam
near to sympathising with my lady. who
plesenrn and delight knew no bounds, inn
long line of hormn winding through th
wood.th trailing pikes nd waving pannoa
gratified har natural last for war; whll. aa
onr march lay through the forest sh waa
allocked by non of thos truces of ita ravage
which had appalled ua on first laavlng lleritz-burg- .

Th (tennral wsltnd on her with th ut-

most attention, riding br hr bridle rsln and
talking with her by th hour together When-
ever I looked at them 1 not bed that herein
wa bright and her color high, and I gusd
that he waa unfolding th plan of ambition
which I waa aura he masked under cold and
reaerved demeanor. Ala I I could think of
nothing morn likely to tak my lady s fancv.
no enure more sure to enlist her sympathy
asd Interact But 1 waa helpleaa; I eould do
nothing. And fer the Waldgrave, If lis still
had any power he would not use it

My lady gave him opportunities. Peveral
tlmee I saw her try to draw him Into convoca-
tion, and whenever Un. Trerclaa left her for

while ah turned to th younger mn and
would hav tslknd to him. But he seemed un-
able to retpond. v hen lie was not nolstlr gar
be rod like mute II md ball sullen.
half afraid: and aha preaently gave him up.
but net before her (Tort had caught Trerclaa'
eye Th Uenersl bad hn called for aoms
purpbaetoth rear of th column, nd on his
return found th two talking, mv lady atti-
tude euch that It waa vary evident ah waa th
irovocftnt. 11 did not trr to raum his place.
mt fell In behind them : and riding o. almost

If not quit within rshot. ct such ugly
glancew at them aa morn than continued m in
th belief (lint In Ills own acrt war h loved

mistress, and after a more dangerous
shlon than the Waldgrave.
That was late In th afternoon, and another

hour brought ua who marched at th bead of
th column to our cnmplng ground for th
night This lay In a rugged, wooded valley.

verr coianiodlous. but chosen because aSot ridge onlr divided It from a aeceml
valley, through which the main road and the
river had their course. Our Instruction were
that the convor. which we bound for alien-stela'- s

army then marching on Murombmg.
would paae through thia aecond valley aoma
time th following day. But until the hour
cam for making th proaor dispositions, nil

rsons la our fore were forbidden to mount
h intervening ridge under pain of death. Y

had even to do without fires last th smok
hould betray onr presence For this on

night we lay under so nettling lite the strict
dlsclplln which t had Wpoctd to find pre-
vailing In a military camp. The only fir that
waa permitted cooked th inral's meal,
which h shared with mv lady and the Wald-
grave and the principal oftlcera.

l.ven so the order caused troubl. Th
plkemeti and musketeere did not come In till

n hour before midnight, whan they trudged
Into camp dusty and footsor and murmuring
at their leaders When they learned that flree
were not to be lighted, disgust grew rapidly
Into open disobedience. On a sudden, in half
a doyen quarters at once, flams Dickered un,
and th camp, dark before, beuamn peopled In
a moment with atrange forms, whoa eighteen-foo- t

weapons and cumbrous headpiecua Hung
long abadowa acroas th valley.

We had lain down to rest, but at the sound
of th altercation and tha varlou erica of

1'ikos! Ptkaal" and "Mutiny:" which broke
out we came out of our lair In th braoken to
learn what wa happening. Calling young
Jacob and three or four of the Heritr.hurg meu
to my aide. I ran to my lady to see that noth-
ing befel her in the confusion. The nola had
roused her. and we found her at th door of
her tent looking out Th newly kindled
Urea, flaming and crackling n th sloping
side of the valley, lit up a Strang scene of
disorder of hurrying mn and plung.ng
horses, for th alarm had xtnded to the
horse lines and (or a moment 1 thought that
th mutiny might spread ami cut the knot of
our difficulties or whelm us all in one ruin.

I had scarcaly conceived the thought, when
the Ueneral passed near us on his way from
his tent, whence he had just been called, and
at tbe sight mr new born hope vanished. Ua
was barehedd. He carried no arm, and had
nothing in hia hand but a riding awltch. Hut
the stern grim espect f fnc. in which was no
mercy and no luaillng. was worth a thousand
pikes. he firelight shone on his pals, oliv
cheek and brooding yea as he went by us. not
seeing ua. and after that I did not doubt what
wouldnappen. though for a moment th tu-

mult of oatha and cries seemed to swell rather
than alnk, and I saw more than on lale-llupe- d

olllcer olimbing Into his saddle that he might
be aid to fly If ncesary.

Th lasue agreed with my expectations.
The heart ef tho disorder lay in a pert of (he
camp separated from our quarters by a brook.
but near enough In point of diatance. so that
we aaw, my lady and all. pretty clearly what
followed. For a moment, for a few seoond.
during which you culd hear a pin drop
through tbe camp, the tienaral stool, his lif
In th balance, unarmed in the midst ot armed
man. But lie bad tbat l courage which

ems to daunt the common sort aud parsly
th linger on the trigger: and he prevailed.
The knaves lowered Uieir weapons and shrank
back cowering before hi m. In a twinkling the
flree were beaten out bra hundred eager feet,
and the (jnral strode back to us through th
silent obsequious camp.

He distinguished my lady standing at ths
door of her tent and stepped aside. " I am
sorry you hav been disturbed. Countess. ' be
said politely. "It shall not ecour again. I
will bang up a do.n of those hounds

and w shall hav lass barking."
"You are not hurt?" my lady asked, in a

voice unlike her own voice
lie laugh t. deignlug no answer in words.

Than be (aid: "You hav no Mr' tamp
rule, of course, are not for you. l'ray have
one lit." And he pased on to his tout.

I had th curiosity to go by ttwhn my lady
rstlred. I found a doen men. cuirassiers of
bis own privileged company, peeping nnd
qulnting under the canvaa which had been

hung round bla lire. I joined them and looked,
and saw him lying at length, wrapped In hie
cloak, reading "Cn-a- r's ampalgns" by the
light of the blare Be if nothing bad bappnd.

CHAPTEH XI.V

IN A l.KEIN V1I.LLY.
II was as good as his wont tisfoi th sun

had been up au hour next day six of (he
mutineers, chon by lot from a hundred of
tha more guilty, danglsd from a great tree
whlcb overhung th brook, end wore already
forgotten sp abort are soldiers' mrnor!e
- In the hurry and bustle of a new undertak-lag- .

The slop of the ridge which divided us
from the neighboring valley wa soon dotted
with parties of men making their way up It,
through bracken and furz which reached
nearly to tbe walat, while the horae uode.-Coun- t

Waaka rode (lowly off to make th cir-
cuit of th hill and ntr th next alley by an
easier road.

My lady ehoa to climb th bill on foot.
the track of the pikemen. though the

leavy dew. which the sun bad not yet drunk
up. soon drenchd her skate, and ehe might.
had aha willed it, have bean carried to the tup
on men'a shoulders. The fern aud long gie-s- s

delayed her. and made our progress slow so
that the (Ieneral'a disposition were In great
pert made when we reached the summit.
Busy aa he "still was, however, he had eyes
for ua He came at once and placed
us In a small coppice of llr tree that
crowned one ut the knobs of the ridge. 1 roui
thl point, where he took up his own position,
we could ciimiii-.i- l ouraelvea unsen. tbe
whole vallar. th road, and river the acene of
the corning surpriss end aee clearly, what no
one below could discern, where our footmen
ley In ambush In partiea of fifty : th plknin
among lurni blck thorn, close to the north

ad ol the valley: and muakelmen aflittle
further within aud almost immediatolyapeluw
ua. The latter, prone in the fern. looked,
viewed from above ilk lines .d sheep feeding,
until tbe light gleamed on a guu barrel or
wod blit and dlapeile I th peaceful illusion.
The aun had not yet risen above the hill on

which we stood end the valley below us lay
cool aad green end very pleasant to the eye.
.About a league In length, it waa nowhere,
except at ita southern extremity, where it
widened into a small plain, more than half a
mile acroas. At lie northern end below us.
and a little to the right. It dliuiniabed to a
mere wooded defile, through which the river
ran over rocka and boulders with a dull roar
which came plainly to our ears. A solitary
house of some size, with two or three hnele
clustered about It. atood near the middle of the
vaily: but no amok reao from th chimney,
no cock crowed, no dog bargud. And, looklug
more cloaely. I aaw that the place waa deserted.

n. quiet it sesmed iu this peaceful 1 burin-gla- n

v lley. 1 shuddered when 1 thought of
the purpose which brought us fir. And I

aw mr lady' face grow aad Willi a like re-

flection. Hut lien. Trerclaa viewed all with
another mind. Th stillness, lb sunshine,
tbe ery song of tbe lark a- - it ruse up aud un
and up above us and. still unwearied, eeng its
song ot praise, touched no cbord in his breast.
The quietude pleased him Putonh because it
feored his plans the lark's liym. because it
covered with a fair uiu Ids lurking snibnsh .

the sunshine because it seemed a good au-
gury Ills keen and vigilant ee tbe smile
which curled his lip. the set expression of ins
face, sbowed that he aaw before him a i ait.
Held and no more, a slap up w aid a triumph,
a victory, and that was all

I blamed him thou. 1 confess uow 1 mis-
judged him. He who leada oa s ich o casioua
risks more than his lue and t ears a wciuht n
responsibility that may well eru-- h from hie
mind aii uioods or thoughts ol weather At
least I did liiui. i bad lo do him this justice
that he betrayed no auxieti uttered n word
of doubt or inlaglviug. Mandiug with hia

a k agaioat a tree and hia srw on the north-
ern pass he remained placidly silent or talked
ai hi- - ease In this bo . ontrasted well with
tha Waldgiave. who paced up and down in
the background, as if the fir grove wore a
priaon and he a captive waiting to be (i.

At what hour ah old tber be here ' ' my
lady asked presently, breaking a long silence.

ehe tried to speak iu her ordinary toae. but
har vole sounded uncertain. A woman, how-
ever brav. I a woaea suli. It began to daaa

i

n non her that thfage wwr golBf to haprn
which It might be unnleeont to and
ecsreely less unpleasant to remember.

" I am afraid I caaBot ear.'1 the OeBeral
lightly. "I nave don mr prt. I am

here. TUtwn this and Bight thr should be
her too."

' Unle lhr have been warned." the Couo-- t
aald." Presently." h answe- r- unla thy

hav lean warned."
After that mr ladr composed hrslf anew,

and th dar wora on In dultorr conversa-
tion and a grim kind of picnic Noon n.
nnd Aftrnoon. and th Countess grw nervous
and Irritable But (ton Twrclas. though th
houra aa ther pad without vnt without,
bringing that for which he waited, must hav
tried him ssverslr. showed to advantage
throughout He wes rsadv to talk, satisfied
to be silent Late In the day. when my lady,
drcwy with th hat doxd a llttl. h brought
out his Ci r nd rad In It. If nothing de-

pended on th day, and he were the most
of spectator. Bh awok and found

him rssding. and, for a time, sat staring at
him. wondering whr aha was. At last h
inmernhorad. She sat up With B start and
gazed at him.

" Are we still waiting?" she said.
" W are still waiting." h nwerd. closing

his book with a smile " But." h continued.
moment later. " I trust I hsar something

Bow. heap back B little. If you plaaa.
Countess.''

Ws all stood tip among th trees listening.
and presently, though th murmuring of tho
river In th pass prevented ua hearing duller
sounda a sharp noise, often repeeted. cam to
our ears It resembled the snapping of sticks
under foot" WhlpsrOsn. Trerolas muttsred. Stand
back. If you plnAsa" .

Th words wr crcly out of his mouth
before a handful of horsemen appeAred one
audden In th road below ua They cam on
Ilk tired men. soma with their feet dangling,
some sitting sideways on their hors. Mnny
had krchifs wound round tbslr hand, and
carried their steel cap at ths saddle bow.
others nodded In their ts, a If asleep. They
wr nhieast ot th pikmn when w first
aw thm. nl w watched thm Advene un-

til a couple of hundred yard brought tham
Into line with th musktmn. Tbs, too,
they paad without suspicion, and so wsnt
jolting and clinking on dwn th vsllsy. vry
msn with bundle on htscruppsr. snil strange
odda and ends hanging and (Winging against
his horso's aid.

Two hundred pac behind them th first
wagons appeared, dragged (lowly on by
four laboring hora, and guarded by a dozen
foot ... Idler heavy. browed fellow, lounging
along beside tho wheels, with their hands in
breeches pockets. Their long, trailing weap-
ons ther had tied at the tall of th wagon,
ties on their he!, creaking and groaning,
cam another wagon, and another, and aa--o'

bar. with a drower. stumbling tram of team-
sters and hors boy, and her and there an
officer or a knot of men at arms. Th foot
soldiers had mostly climbed up Into the wag-
ons, and iay sprawling on the loan's with 'hir
arm throws wide, and their heads rolling
from aid to lid with ach movement of the
atrainlng team.

We watched eighty of these wagons go br:
the first must have been a mil end more in
front of the Inst After them followed a dlaor-de- i

Ir band of straggler, among whom wr
some women. Then a thick, solid cloud of
dust, far exceeding all that hAd gone before.
cam down the pass. It advanced br fit nnd
tarts, now plunging forward, now halting,

while the heart ol It gavo forth a dull roaring
sound that rose above th murmur of tho river.

"t'Attl!" too. Tzrcla muttored. "Fiv
hundred head. I should say. here can be
nothing I ehiml that dust Heady, trumpeter."

Th man be addressed stood a few pneea d

ua ; and at interval along th ridge ,th
is lay hidden, res.ly to pa th signal to an

officer stationed on the furthest knob, whoaa
aoon a he heard th call would spring up. and
with a flag paaa the order to th cavalry below.

Th upna of th moment was such It
seemed an age before th General gave tbe
word. He stood and appeared to calculate.
now looking keenly toward the head of tho
oonvoy, which wa fast disappearing In a haze
of duat. now gazing down at th bellowing,
truggling. wavering mass below us. At

length when the cattl had all but cleared the
pass, lie raised his hand aud cried abarply:

Now!"
The harsh blare of th trumpet pierced the

upper stillness In which we stood. It was re-

peated repeated again: than it dtod away
shrilly In th distance In Its place hoarse
clamor on th Instant filled th valley below
u. W pressed forward to what waa hap-
pening.

The surprise was complete. And yet It waa
a sorry sight w aaw down In the bottom wh ere
the sunshine wa dying, and guna were Mash-
ing, and men were chasing one another In the
gray evening light Our musktmen. going
out of ambush, had ahot down th horses of
th last half-dozs- wagons, and. When we
looked, were falling pell-me- ll upon the un-
lucky troop of stragglers who followed the
wagons. These flying all ways, filled the air
with horrid -- creams urther to the rear our
pikemen had seized tbe paae. and, penning
the cattle into it, rendered eoap by that road
hopeless. Forward, however, despite the con-
fusion and dismay, things were different Our
cavalry did not appear the dust prevented ua
seeing what they ware doing. And here the
enemy had a moment'e rplt. a moment iu
which to think, fly. or etaad on their defence

Very aoon. whll we looked on breathless. It
was evident thet tber were taking advantage
of It 1'osslbly the Genernl bad not counted on
the dust or the lateness of the hour. He be-
gan to ga-- e forward toward the head of the
column, and to mutter savagely at the footmen
below us. who seemed more eager to over-
take the fugitivea aud atrip the dead than to
press torwaid and break down opposition He
sent down l.udwlg with orders : then another.

But the mischief waa done already, and still
the cavalry did not appear, being delayed, aa
we afterward learned, by an unforeaeen brook.
home obo with a head on hia ahouldara had
quickly drawn together all those among the
enemy who could fight or had a mind to tight
Two wagons were driven out of th Un. and
In a moment overturned ; and In a twinkling
the panic stricken troopers and tsamsters had
a haven In which they could etaad at bay.

Its value was soon proved. A company of
our musketeer, following some stragglers
through the medley of flying horses And mad-
dened cattl which covered the ground nar
th i ass. camo upon thia rude fortress, and
charged into It recklessly or In ignorance. In
a moment a volley from the wagon laid half a
de. so on tbe gio ind. The rest fell baek. and
scattered hither and thither. '1 her were

curecly dispersed hefor a handful of the
enemy a oftlcera and mounted men came riding
back from the front stabling their horeea iu
(lie inter .ais between the wagoa they took
pod inside Lverr moment others, aome with
arms and some without, came sti aggllng up.
When our cavalry at laat arrived on the scene
there were lull three hundred men in the
wagon work, and those th flower of tho
enemy. A II e tcept one had diamounted. Tbia
on, a man on a whit charger, aeemed to be
th mil of the defence

lur hors. flushed with triumph and yelling
loudly, ram down th line Ilk a torrent
sabring all who cam in their way. Half rod
on one side of the convoy aad half on the
other. They had mot with no rsslstasee hither-
to and expected none, and, Ilk th muskt-uin- .

were on tho barricade before ther knew
of Ita ei ism e In th open, th atouteet
hedgshog of pikes could scarcely have

a 'barge driven home with such blind
recklessness, but behind the) wagon it wa
different. IV very Interatloa bristled with pike-head-

while th muktmn poured in a
deadly fire from tbe wagon tope For a few
second the place belched flam and smoke.
Two or thru score of the foremost assailants
wentdown horae and man. The rest, saving
themselves ae best they uould swerved off to
either sido amid a roar of siscrstions and
sli eitsoi triumph.

My tody, trembling with horror, bad long
Ago retired, she would no longer look The
Weldgrave. too. was gons: with her. I sup-
posed. Halt the Gensrsl'a attendants had
been sent down the bill, some with one order,
some with another. In this crisis- - for I saw
cleArly that It was a crisis and that if tbe

could hold out until darknesefell the
issue must be doubtful I turned to look at
our commander Ue waa still cool, but hia
brow waa dark with paasloo. At one moment
he stepped forward as if to go down Into the
m. lee. the next he repressed the Impulse
The level ravs of tbe sun which just caught
the top of tbe bill shone in our eyes, while
dust and smoke began to veil the Held. We
could till make out tbat the cavalry were

weeping round and round th barricade,
pouring in now and then a voltoy of pistol

hot : but they appeared to be suffering mure
loss than they caused.

tiivena ring of wagons In (he open, stoutly
defended by resolute men. and I know nothing
more difficult to reduce- - Gazing In a kind ol
fascination into the deptba where the amoke
whirled aud eddied aa the stsam rolls this way
and that on a caldroa. I was wondering what
I ahould do were 1 iu command, when I aaw on
a suddea what sum on wa doing, aud I

braid ii.u Tzer. las utter an oath of relief.
Back from "he front of th convoy came three
wagons aurrouaded and urged on by a mob
offooiuieu; jolting and bumping ever the un-

even groucd. and often nearly oreiturned
ill they came on. and behind them a still

laiv.-e-r troop of men. I inally they came almost
a reast of the neuiy'e position and eom
thirty paces to one side of IU There, perforce
they stayed, for the leading boraea fell shut
but it waa near enough. In an inst-n- t our
meu swarmed up behind them and began to
t re Volleys intu lbs enemy's foi trees, while th
hors moving to and fro at a llttl distanc
forbad any attempt at a aally

' '1 at man has a head on hia shoulder. '

lien. Trerclaa muttered between his teeth.
" That Is tudWig' Now we have them "'

Hut I saw It wa not ludwig and presently
thelieneral saw it. tuo. I read u la his face
The man who had Uoujht up the wagons, und
who tould still be seen exposing himself
mounted and bareheaded in Hie hottest of
the fire, ordering tlueateaiug lulling lead-
ing au that w cuuld almuet bear bis voice
where we stood was th Waldgrave ilia blue
velvet cluak and bright fair head were unmls
takable. though darkaeaa was feat eioaiog
over th fight and It waa only at intervals w

cuuld see am thing through tbe pall of amuks.
'Mvet Weimar I cried involuntarily a

glow of warmth and piide ouuraiug through
air isiui lu that moment 1 loved th young
man as if b bad ba my so

T be aet I fell from the clouds. What weuid

s
mr lady ear tf anything happened to '" ?

What (hoold 1 say if I atood by now and (w
him fall? And h with no heedpl. broaat,
or bank. It waa madness nf him to expo
himself (0' I started forward, stung by ths
thought snd before I knew what I was doing
-f- or. In fact. I could havo don no good I
wa on the slope and daaeanding the MIL

at thnaamo moment th(inral gave th
word to tho who remained with him, and
began to descend also Th hill wes steep
there, and It took u flv( minutes to reach the
scene of action. .

If I had foolishly thought I entihl do any-
thing. I waa dleappolnted By that time th
bAttle wa over. MAnnlng vry wgon n Ithln
rnngn, And pouring In a (toady ffrn. our (hrp-shooter- s

had quickly thinned therenk behind
th barricade. Th nc.my' fir had llrst
slackened, and then caad A little later, on
wing, unable to hear the ahowsr of hot. had
broken and tried to fly. and In a moment our
pik mn had gained the work.

We heard th flight and pursuit go walling
np th( vsllsy, but ths disorder. nd darkn
and nols At the foot of the hill where wn found
ourselves, were audi that I atood scared and
bewildered, unoertoln which way to turn or
whlthertogo. On every (Id nf rce men were
(tripping (he deed, the wounitod wr erylng
for WAter. and cattl and nor, wounded or
meddened. wr rushing up and down among
broken wagon and proatrat load. Buch

ye of cruelty And greed glared At m across
dead men that I drew my sword and carried It
drawn. But the scene robbed m of hir my
facultle; I did not know which war to turn:
and until I came upon l.udwlg I wandered
Almleeslr About, looking for the Waldgrav.
without plan or system. It w my first ex-

perience of the drkr ld of wr. and In
horror It urpased anything 1 had Imagined
or thought possible.

l.udwlg. badly wounded In th tog. I found
ttndr wagon. 1 had stood clos leslda him
for som time without aealng him. and Be had
not spokan Hut when I moved away I sup- -

lie recognized my figure or stop, for when
had gone a few paces I heard a hoarse vole

calling my name. I wnt cautiously Lack to
the wagon, and aftor a momenta aeareli de-

tected him peering from under It with a whit.
flare face, which somehow reminded me of a
avag creature at bar
"IIaIIo"'! ald. "Why did you not apeak

before, man?"
"Get m om water, h whispered pain-

fully. " Water, for the love of heaven
I told him 1 had n i ltk or hottle. or I

should telor this hav ftchd som lor
others. II gave me his. nnd 1 waastartlng off
when I remembered Hint he might know how
the Waldgrave hud fared. I aakd him.

" He tod th pursuit." he muttered. " He I

all right." Then, us 1 was again turning, be
clutched my arm and continued. " Hav you a
Platol t"- ,ea." Isalii. " Why'"

" lend It m until you com bank. h
gasped. " If these vulture find me they will
lluish me. 1 know them. That Is better. I
(hall win through yet."

1 marked w her BIB wagon atood. and toft him.
Tho river wa 11 than a quarter of a mile
away, but It toy low. and th banks wer steep:
and In the darkness it was not easy to And a
way down to th water. Suoceodlng at last-a- nil

how still and peaceful It seemed as 1 bent
over the gentlv Mowing surface end heard the
idn sh nnd gurgle of the willows in the slisam
I llitod my bottleand climbed back to theptoln
level. Here I found a change. At Interval
up and down the valley great Urea had been
kindled. Some of them, burning high already,
lit up th wrecked convoy and the durk group
moving round It. and even threw a red. uncer-
tain glare far np the slopes ot the hill. AMM
by the light. I hastened back, and finding
l.udwlg without much difficulty, held th bot-
tle to his lips. II soeine.l nearly gone, but the
draught revived him marvellously.

When be had diunk I asked him if I could do
anything elan for him. 11 looked already
more like hi in self.

" i es ' he iaid. propping hia bscksgalnstth
wheel nnd speaking with hia usual hardihood.
"Tllour little (ieneral where I am. That la
all. I shall do now we havo light I am not
afraid of theseskulkers any longer. But here,
friend Martin. You naked about your w e

juet now?"
"Yea,"laid. " Has he returned ? '
"He never wont." ho replied coolly. Hut

If I had told you when you llrst asked me. you
would not have gone for water lor mo. He la
down. He fell, as nearly as I can remember,
on ths further aid of th ond llio from

With a curse I ran from him raging, and
searched round that Are and the next. Ilk
one bsld himself. Muny of the dead lay
stripped to tho skin already, so that It was
necessary to examine face And this ghastly
task, performed with trembling lingers und by
an uncertain light, took a long time. Ther
war man prowling about with knives and
bundles, whom I more than one Interrupted
In their work : but the sight of my pistol, and
perhaps of my fac-f- or I was full of (tore
Iontnlng and would have shot them Ilk rat
drove thm off whrevcr 1 cam. Not one
but many times the wounded and dying
begged m to mir by thorn and protect them :

but my water wus at an nd und mytimewua
not my own. 1 ran from plac to plac In a
fever of dread which allowed of no rest or re-

laxation. At last, when I IiaiI well nigh given
up hope. I found htm lying half stripped
among a heap of dead end wounded, at tbe
furthest corner of tbe barricade.

All hia llnsry wa goa. aud hia handsome
face and fair hair were stained and bedabbled
with dust and blood. But he waa not dead. I
could fed his heart beating faintly In his
breast: aud though lis toy senseless and
showed no other signs of life, 1 was thank! ul
to Und hop remained. I bur htm out ten
derlv. and laid him down by himself and
moistened hie lips with the dralnings of my
flask. Hut what next? I could not leave him.
The plunderers who had already robbed him
might return at anr moment. And yet. with-
out cordials and coverings and tusuv things
1 hsd not. the feeble si ark of life left In him
must go out I stood up and looked round in
despair. A lurid glare, a pltilul walling, a
passing of dark llgurea lllled the valley. A

hundred round u needed help, a hundred
wer be ond help. Ther wore non to give it.

I wa about to ran him iu my arms and
carry him In aanrch of it though I feared the
effect of the mutton on his wounds, when to
my joy and relief the measured tramp of foot-etep- a

broke on my ears, and I distinguished
with delight a party of men approaching with
torches- A few mounted officers followed
them, and two wagons oreaked slowly behind.
They wer collecting th wounded:

I ran to meet thorn. "I'ulck : ' lcriud breeth-tossl-
' This way' '

' .Not so fast! a harsh voice Interposed, and.
looking up. IHaw that the General hlinaelf waa
directing th party " Not so fast my friend."
lie rereated. "Who ia it r" and leaning for-

ward in hi aaddle he looked down at me.
"The Waldgrave iiupeit " I answered Impa-

tiently. "Heisliiirlaiuiesttodes.il. But he
la alive, and may live, v our Fxcallency. Only
direct them to com quickly."

Sitting un hi horse in th full glnr of the
torches he gazed duwo at me. and his fuca
wore a strange axpressiou of hesitatlou Ho
Is a iv

' he sail at laat.
" Yes. at present Hut lie will soon he dead if

we do not go to him." 1 retorted. 'Thia way!
He Ilea yonder."

' I .eel on"' th General curtly aald.
I obeyed. A moment brought our party to

th spot. Th Waldgrav still lay insensible.
his face pale and drawn, his eye- - halt ope
end disclosing the whites 1'ndsr the glare of
(lie lurches he looked so Ilk a corpse and so
far berund ai 1 that it waa not until I had
again thrust in hand into his reu.--t. in des-
perate fear, and full the movement of his heart
that 1 was reassured

As fur the General, after looking d wn at
bun for a while. , said quietly. He I dead."

"Jv'otso your ' xeellency " I answered, ris-
ing briskly fr m my knees. "He is stuuned.
That is all "

"He is dead." tho Genernl persisted coldly.
" f.eave him. We must hlp those flret who
need help "

They wer actually turning away! They had
muted a couple of pace before 1 could believe
It! Then 1 sprang to the General'- - ruin.

" Yuu mistake, yuur I eelieucy :" I cried, my
voice slu ill With excitement "In heaven's
name. -- top' He ia alive! I can feel his breath-
ing I swear he is alive!" 1 added, trembling
with emotion and terror.

" He ia dead! ' he said harshly. 'Bland back'"
Thau I understood in u flash hi

ioiipo-- o lav bared before me. 1 knew he was
playing with in: I read i'i the cold, derisive
uieuacso! hie ere tbat he knew th Waldgrav
lived, that lie knew he might live, might sur-
vive might aee the dawn, and that he wa

h( should not The perspiration
sprang out on my brow. 1 choked with iudig-UAtlo-

Mein Gutt " I cried I rsatlile-s- . aud but
for him rou would have been beaten "

"Stand b4Ck!" he iuuLtrel through his
closed lusth aud his eyes dickered wan rsge.
"Are you tired of yuur life, men '"

"Ay If rou live'" 1 roared, and 1 shook hia
rein ao that hia horse reared and almost un-
seated him. Hut still 1 clung to It. "Com
biuk i ome I aek " 1 cried mad with passion.
wild with indignation .it iieiclKry so vile end
cold bl'udul or t will heave you from yuur
huise. you viltolu! 1 wul -- "

1 stumbled as 1 (poke over a broken shaft of
a WBgon. Iu a moment half a dozen strong
arm closed roua I me. 1 was down aud up
again. I luught savagely, passionately at Hie
last !epetily having ti at cold, ageering
fa ebe! re me. gad knuwiiig it waa foi my
lue- but they were many tu one Ther
crushed me down and knell un m. and pres-
ent.! lay panting and quel Huiult um
Who bald me bad eJ hi dagger aud
stood looking tu the for a signal. I

losed uiy eyes (xpertiug th stroke And in
voluntAiiiy irew .u my leist a if that poor
ell or t might avert lb stroko

but tie i.eueral did u it give the signal He
sat gazing duw. At me with a rulhleas smll
on lie biin Up." lie s.uJ aluvily.
when he had eniuyed hi- - triumph lo the full.
" lie hia Up securely When we get ba k to
the camp we will have a sbooliag LB etch ..ud
he shall Und us In si urt i ' knave " be con-
tinued tiling up to me in a pai iwsm of au-
ger and slashing me aeros- - ths face with hia
r'diug wlnp ao crueilythat flesh ruse Iu
gi eat wale and fei back into the men
arm b.tnd and abudderin.,- - with palu 'I have
bad mr eye on vou l ut you w.M work me
no more uiiechlei. throw him lo lb eragua
ther " h continue! " lie uphis mouth II lie
aiAkssa nola- - Has any ogg en Ludwig.--"
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THE DOCTORS
or

HOYLAND.
V A. 0ON1H DOTI.B.
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Dr. Jam lllptor was alwar lookd upon
an vcsodlnglr lucky dog by all of th profs-(lo- n

who knew him. Ills father had preceded
him la a practice In th village of Hoyland. ia
the north of Ham rehire, and all was ready for
him on th vary llrst day that th law allowed
him to put hi nam at th foot ot a prescrip-
tion. In a tew yrs th old gentleman re-

tired and settled on th South Coast leaving
hia son in undtoputed possession of th whole
country (id. Hav for Dr. Horton. Bar

the young (urgeon had a clear mn
f six miles In vry direction and took hi

fl.Mio a rear, though, a I uaual in country
practice, th atabl swallowed up most ot
what tha consulting room earned.

Dr. James Rlptoy wa year
of age. rsrvod. learned, unmarried, with st
rather itorn feature, and a thinning of th
dark hair upon the top of hi head, which wa
worth quit a hundred a yer to him. lie wa
particularly happy in hi management of la-

dle. 11 had caught th ton of bland stern-
ness and decisis suavity which dominate
without offending. T.a lies, however, were not
equally happy in their managemantot him.
Professionally, h waa alwar at their service
Socially, h was a drop of quicksilver. In vnla
tlm country mammas spread out their simple
lures In front of him. Dane and picnics
wer not to his test, and he preferred during
his scanty leisure to shut himself up in his
study, and to bury himself la Virchow's Ar-

chives snd the professional journals.
study was a passion with him. and he would

have non of th rust which often gat bars
round a country practitioner. It waa his am-

bition to keep his knowledge a fresh and
bright na nt the moment whan he had stepped
out of the examination hall. He prided him-

self on being able at a moment' notice to
rattle off th seven ramification ot aome ob-

scure artery, or to give the exact percentage
of any physiological compound. After along
day's work he would sit up half the night per-

forming iridectomies and extraction upon
the sheep's ayes sent in br tha vlllsge butcher,
to the horror of hia housekeeper, who had to
remove th UObrl next morning. Ills lov
for his work was th on fanatlelem which
found a plac In bis drv. prcoto nature.

It was lb more to hia credit that he should
keep upto date In hia knowledge, since he had
no competition to tore blm to exertion. In
tho seven year during which he had prac-

tised in Hoyland three rival had pitted them-selv-

sgalnat him. two ia th village itself
and on In tha neighboring hamlet of I ower
Hoyland. Of theseonehad sickened and wait-
ed, being, aa It waa (aid, himself the only pa-

tient whom he had treated during his eighteen
months of ruralizing. A second had bought a
fourth (hare of a Basingstoke practice and
had departsd honorably, while a third had
vanisned on September night, leaving a
gutted house and an unpaid drug bill behind
blm. Hlnce then th district had become a
monopoly, and no one had dared to meaure
himself sgAlnst tbe est abilshed fame of th
Hoyland doctor.

It waa then, with a fllng of som surprise
and considerable curiosity that on driving
through Lower Hoyland on morning he per-

ceived that the new house at the end of th
village was occupied, and that a virgin brass
plat gl Nlened upon th (winging gate which
faced the high road. He pulled up hi a

chestnut mare. ac4 took a good look at
It "Verrinder Smith. M. D.." waa printed
across It in vary neat, (mall lettering. The
last man had had letters half a foot long,
with a lamp Ilk a fir station Dr .lames
Illptoy noted the difference, and deduced
from It that th newcomer might possibly
prove a more formidable opponent. He wa
convinced of It that evening when lie cam to
consult th currant medical directory. By It
be learned that Dr. Verrinder Smith waa the
holder oT superb degrees, that he had (tudled
with distinction at Edinburgh, Paris. Berlin.
and Vienna, and. Anally, that he had been
awarded a gold medal and the Le Hopkins
scholarship for original research In recogni-
tion of an exhaustive Inquiry Into th func-

tion ot th anterior spinal Bei v root. Dr.
liipley passed bla Ong(r through his thin hslr
In bewilderment as hs read hi rival' record.
What on earth could ao brilliant a man mean
br putting up hi plat iu a little liampsliiie
hamlet?

Hut Dr. lllptor furnished himself with an
to th riddle No doubt Dr. ei

smith bad einiplr come down ther In
order to pursu some scleutlllo research In
peace and quiet The plate was up as an ad-

dress rather than as an Invitation to patients.
Ot course, that must be the true explaaatlon.
In tliAt case tbe prsssnee ot this brilliant
neighbor would be a splendid thing for bis
own studies. Ha had often longed ter some
kindred mind, som steal on which h might
strike his Hint Chance had brought It to blm.
and he rejoiced exceedingly.

And this joy It wa which tod him to tak a
step which was quit at variant with hi
usual habits. It is th custom for a new-

comer among medical men to call first upon
th oldaak and ths llquelie upon th aubieci
I atrlct. 1'r. Rlptoy wa pedantically exact on

ucb points, and vet he delibaratolr drove over
next day and called upon Dr. Verrinder Smith.
Buch a waiving ut ceremony wa. he felt, a
gracious act upon his part, and a fit nrelud
to th Intimate relations which lis hopad to

staid. sh with his asighbor.
Th house waa nat and well appointed, and

Dr. Itlpley waa shown by a amart maid Into a
dapper llttl consulting room. A he passed
In he noticed two or three parasuls and a
lady's sub beune hanging In the ball. It was
a Pity (bat his colleague should be a married
man. it would put them upon adifferent foot-lo-

aud interfere with thoao loag evening of
high scientific talk which lie had plotured to
himself Gntlie other hand, ther wa much
in In consulting room to pleas him. Melio-

rate instruments sn more often In hospitals
than in th housss of private practitioners.
war scattered about. A sphygmograpb stood
upon tbs tabla. and a aasomeier like engine,
winch was new to Dr. Illptoy. in tbe corner A

bookcase full of ponderouc volumes in French
and German, paper covered for tbe Buet part,
and varying In tint from the (hell to th yolk
of a duck gg caught hi wandering eye,
and he waa deeply absorbed ia their titles
when the door opened auddenly balund him.
Turning round h found tiluiK facing a llttl
woman, whose plain, palish face waa remark-
able only for a pair of abrawd. bumurou or
uf a blu which had two chad too aucb
green lu It. She held a yweiiw in her toft
baud and th Doctor' card In her right.

" Huw do you do. Hr. Illptoy t" said ah.
"How do yuu do. madam r" returned th

vtoltor. " Your husband Is perhaps out ' "

"1 am not marrtod." said she. stmplr
"uli I beg rour pardon: 1 iuaut the Hoc-to- r

Hr. Serrlnder Smith "
' 1 am llr. verrinder smith."
llr. ltiptoy wa ao surprised that lie dropped

bis hat aud furgut te pick it up uguiu.
' W h,u '." lie gssped. the Lee Hopkins prize

msn' lou'' He liAd never s.u a womin
doctor telor. and his whu.u sOBaervatir ,ul
ros up iu revolt At th idea- - He could not re-
call ny I. ibli. al injunction that the man
shout remain ever tie doctor gad the woman
the nurse and yet he felt as if a t laspliemy
had been committed. His lace beirated his
feelings only tuo clearly

am sorry tu disappoint you." (aid tha
tody dryly

1 u certainly have surprissd me ." be
pi king up his hat

lou are not among our ebauipione ibeo '"
"I cannot (ay that the muvemeoi has my

Apt roial "
' And whv '
" I shnuid much prefer not to discuss it"

but 1 am sure uu will aaswsr a tody
..ue.t.uo."

' a 1 are in danger of loetog their privi-
leges when they usurp t be plac of th uiuer
aex- They cannot claim both.

Why sbuuld a wuman But ara her bread
by bw lieia I"

r

Dr. Meter felt Irritated by th ontot aanaar
la whleh the lady hia.

" I ahould much prefer not to be led Into a
glMUMton. Ml Balth."

"Dr. Smith," ah Interrupted.
" WIL Dr. Saith But If rou Insist upon sn

answer I mml say that I do not think medlcln
suitable profession for women, and that I

favgpronloh)ctlon tnmu!ln ladles.'
t wa SB exceedingly rude eoh aad h waa
shamed of It th Indent after ha had made It.

The ladr. however. (Imply ralssd herrbrow
snd smIUd.

"It (eemetom that you ar bagging th
question." ald he Of course If It make
women maacutln that would be a eonatder-ah- l

deterioration."
It was a neat llttl counter, and Dr. Rlptoy.

Ilk a pinked fencer, bowed hia acknowledg-
ment I mot go." ald he.

'lam sorry that w cannot comeroaoms
mora friendly conclusion, line w ar to be
neighbor." h remarked.

He bowed again, and took a atop toward th
door.

"It w a lingular eolneldnce." ah con-
tinued, that at Die Instant that you called t
waa reading your paper on Locomotor Ataxia'
In th7.incf,"

"Indd." aald h dryly.
" I thought It w a vry abto monograph."
" You ar vry good."
"Butth vlw which rou attribute to Trot.

Pltr of Bordeaux hav been repudiated by
hia."

"Ihavhlpamphltof lmio." said Dr. Rlp-
toy angrily.

'Iter la hi pamphlet of 1R01." Bh plekd
It from among a litter of periodicals. "If you
hav time to glance your eye doWB thl"passag

Dr. Rlptoy took It from hr and shot rapidly
through th paragraph which ah Indicated.
There was ao denying that It completely
knockod th bottom out of hi own article,
lie threw it down, and with another frigid bow
li mad for th door. A h took the reins
from the groom he glanced round and aaw
that the lady was atnndlng at her window, and
It emd to hlni that ah waa laughing
heartily.

All day th memory of this Interview haunt-
ed him. He felt that he had come very badly
out of It she hnd shown tiersll to b hia au--

lor on hi own pat subject. She had been
courteous whll h had been rude.ssi whn he had been angry. And theu.
above all. ther was hr presence, ber mon-stroii- s

Intrusion to rankl In his mini A
woman doctor had been an abstract thing be-
fore, repugnant, but distant. Now h waa
there In actual practice with a brass plate up
just Ilk hi own, competing for th aam

Mot tbat h feared th compan-
ion, but he objeoted to thl lowering
f his Ideal of womanhood. She could

not be more than thlrtr. and had a bright.
mobile face. too. He thought of her humorous
eyea and of her atrong. chin, it
revolted him the more io recall the detail ot
hr education. A man. of courae. oould com
through such an ordeal with all hia purity, but
It waa nothing short of aim melees in a woman.

But It waa uot long befor be learned that
ven her competition wa a thing to be feared

The novelty of her proeno had brought a
few ourloua Invalids into har consulting
rooms, and, once there, they had been ao Im- -

by tbe flrmne of ber manner, and by
he singular Instruments with

which she tapped and peered and sounds!.
that it formed th core of t hair conversa-
tion tor weak afterward. And toon ther
were tangible proofs of hr powers upon th
countryside 1 armer Kyton. whose callous
nicer had been quietly srreadihg over his
shin for years back under a gentle regime of
zine ointment, wa painted round with blister-
ing fluid and fount. After three blasphemous
nights, that hia aor was stimulated into heal-
ing. Mrs. Crowder, who had alwar regarded
th birth mark upon her second daughter.
Ellra. aa a sign of th indignation of th ( rsator
at a third helping of a raspberry tart which ahe
had partaken of during a critical period,
learned that, with the help of two galvanic
needles, the mischief was not Irreparable In
a month Dr. Verrinder Smith was known, aud
In two months sh was famous.

Occasionally Dr Itlpley mat har as he drove
upon bl round, sh had started a high dog-
cart, taking th rain herself, with a llttl
tiger behind. When ther met h Invariably
ralsad hi hat with punctilious politenae. but
the grim ssverltr of his fac snowed how for-
mal was ths courtesy. In fact, his dislike was
rapidly depnlng Into absolute detestation.

The unseved woman" WA th description of
her which bo permitted himself to give to
thos of hia patients who still rsmslned
sianch But. Indeed, they wor a rapidly de-
creasing body, and every day hi prlds waa

by the new of aoms fresh defection.
he tody had somehow Impressed the country

folk witfi an almust superstitious belief In her
and from far and near they Hocked toEowr. room.

But what galtod blm most of all was. when
sh did something which h had pr.uounead
to he Impracticable For all lilt knowledge he
lacked nerve a an operator, and uauallr ssnt
hi word cases up to London. Th lady, how-
ever, had no weakness of th sort, and took
everything that cam In hr way. Itwaiagnny
to him to hear that sh wa about tosti slghten
Utile Alec Turner's club foot, and right at th
fringe of tb rumor came a not from his
mother, tb rector wife, aaklng him if he
would be ao good a to act a ohlorotormlat.
It would be iahumanltr to refuse, a
there was no other who could tak tho place.
but It was gall and wormwood to his sensitive
nature. Yd. In (pltesot Ills vexation, he could
not but admire tbe dexterltr with which th
thing waa done Sh hnndtoil th little war-
like foot o gently, end hold th tlnr tenotomy
knife a an arttot hold bis pencil. On
straight lartlon. on snick of a tendon. and It
wa all over without a ataln upon th whits
towel which lay beneath. He had never MM
anything more maaterlv. aud he had the hon-
esty to arao. though her skill Inoi eased bis
dlallk ot her. The operation spread har fame
till further at hia expense, and

wa added to hia other giounu for de-
testing hr.

And thl verr detestation it was which
brought matters to a curious climax. Ona
winter's night, just as bs was rising from hi
lonely dlnser. a groom cam riding down from
Squtr 1 alrcastle's the rlchoet men In th dis-
trict, to say that his daughter had scalded her
hand, and that medical help was needed on t lie
instant Tb coachman had ridden for the
lady doctor, for It mattered nothing to th
Bqutr who cam s long as It were speedily.
Dr. Itlpley ruabed from his aurgery with the
determination that ah ahould not ffct an

ntranee Into this stronghold ot hia If hard
driving on his part could prevent It. He did

even wait to light hia lampa. but aprang
ntohtogigand flaw oft as fast as hoot could

rattle. II lived rathar nasi er to th Squire '(
than she did. and waa convinced that he could
get there well odors liar.

And o he would but for that whimsical l.meat of chance which will furver muddle up
tliesflsirs of this world and dumfound the
prophets Whether It came from the want of
his lights, or from his mind belug full of the
thoughts of bla rival, he allowed too little by
naif a foot In taking the sharp turn upon the
Basingstoke road The empty trap and ths
frightened bore clattered away Into thedark-nss- .

while th Squlra's groom crawled out of
th ditch Into which ha had been slid. He

truck a match, looked dowu at hia groaning
companion, and then, after the fashion uf

strong men when tliav see what theytough, seen before, he waa verr sick.
The Hoctor raised himself a llttl on liis

elbow In th glint of the match. He caught a
glimpse of something white and sharp bris-
tling through his troussr leg half way duwu
the shin

"compound!" ho groaned. "A three months'
job." and fainted.

When he came to himself the groom was
one. for he had scudded off to the Squirefoust for help, but a small peg wn holding a

gig lamp in front uf bis injur I tog and a
woman, with An opon cab of i ulished instru-
ments gluamlng In the yellow light, was deftly
slitting up hia trousar with acruuked pair of
aclssors" It's all right. Doctor." said aha soothingly.
"1 am aoaurry about It. )ou can have it.Horton but I am aura you will
allow m to help vou to night. 1 could hardly
believe my eye when 1 aaw you by the road."

" Th groom ha gon for help." groaned th
sufferer

' When It cornea we can move rou into tb
A little more light lolin' So! Ah. dear,Slg. wo ahall have laceration unless wu re-

duce thia before we inuve yuu. Allow uie to
iv rou a wbiff of chloroform and 1 hav no3 uubt that I cau cur It f!icintly tu
Hr. Ulpley never heard the and of that sen

tehee lie tried to ratoe a hand and tu mur-
mur something in proioat. but u sweei smu.l
waa lu his nostrils, and a ssnseof rich i ,
aad lethargy iol over bis jangled nerves.
Down h sank through ctoar. cool water, ever
dowu aud down int me gieeu shadow Pa
nealh, gently, without effort, who tho pleas-
ant chiming of a great belfry rose and fell
in his ears Then he rose again, up and
up. and aver up. with a terrible turbine- -

about his temples, unit at last be alio.
out of thoge green abadowa and was ou
in the light one more Two bright slilnn g

olden apola g. earned betore hia Uaed eyes,fle blinked and i.liuk I befoi he could gl e a
name to them. Ther were onlr the twt brass
balls at the end posts of his bed. and he was
lying la hie own lit to room w Hi a heed Ike a
antiun ball aud a tog like an lion bar- '1 urn

ing his (yes. Ik (aw (he 'aim lace ut Hr.
-- miih luokiug down ai in tu.

"Ah. at tost " (aid (lie. "I kept vou under
ail the WAV home, fur 1 knew how painl il tie
jo. ling Would be. 11 is iu g.tud ! n n at
with a atrong aide splint. 1 have orlsedmorphia draught fo: y u shad I leil rour
gioom lo ride for l'r. Ilortuu in t - morning "

1 shou'd prefer tbs- - you ildc nt nu
ttie eea ' aald Hi. I.iplwv lea 11

with a half hyalericul laugo Vju h .
re-- t of th parish as patient- - y u kl

mar es well make the thing
laving me also." It wa- - not a vi graeloui

speech but it was a volt ot pill nil i. i

auger which shone in her eyes as -- ue turuu 1

.. from his bedside
Ir liipley had a brother Wilism w!o ws- -

assistant surgeon at g Loiidug hospital an I

wl. l wa down in II ami -- I, le w.thiu a f"
hours of his hearing of the gecideat He
rase i his brows a hen he heard :h de ails.

vWiAt' You are pestered Willi uu of
those ' h tried

' I don't kuuw abat 1 should hav done with-
out ber."" I've so doubt she e ao excellent nurse

" bh knew bar wora a aU uinimt"

p for yourself. Jaas."sald th
man with a nlff.

"Bot apart from thst. you knowtlatthprtnclpl of th thing Is sll wrong."
"You think that la nothing to hs said oa

th othsrslde?"" (lood h' ana. do you V
"Well I don't know. It struck me during

th night that wn may hav been a littlenarrow in our view-- "
Nonena. James. Its all vsry fin for

women to win prizes In the leclur room, butyou know as wall I do that they are no us
In an emergency. Now I warrant that thiswomen was all nerve when h wa settingyour leg. ThatrsmlntU m thst I had barerjust tak a look at It aud that It is allright"

I would rather that you did not undo ifsaid the patient ' I hav har assuranc that It
Is all right"

Brothar William was deeply ihnckcd.
"Of course, if a woman's aaauran f

mora valu than th opinion of the ,ntsurgson of a London hospital, there is nothing
more to be said. ' ha remarked

"I ahould prefer that rou did pot touch it
aid thepatlent firmly, and Dr VY illlam went

hAck to London thst evening In a nun. Thlady who had heard of his coming was mucfcurprlsd on learning of hia departure
" We had a difference upon a point of pro-

fessional etiquette." aald l'r Jams
waa All th sxplAnAtlnn he would vouch!For two long month Hr lllptor waa brought
In contact with hi rival vrr dar and a
learned many things which he had net know
before 8h was a charming companion as
wall as a most assiduous doctor Her shortpresence during ths long, wssrr dar was Ilk
a flower In a sand waste What Intersster him
waa precisely what Interested her. and sh
could meet him at every point upon equal
terms. And rat under all her learning
and her firmness, ran a aweat. womanlv na
ture. peeping out In her talk shining in hargreenish erea. showing Itself In a thousand
Bubllewarswhle.il tha dulleat of men i

rest Snd h though a hit nf a prig and apedant, wa hr nomaan dull and had hnn'yenough to confesa when he was In the wrong" 1 don t know how lo apologize to rou " h
aid In his shamsfaced fashlononad.tr. when

he had progress,! so fer a to b ble to all In
an armchair with his leg upon another one : I
feel (hat 1 have bn quit In th wrong."

"Whr then?"
"Over thl woman question. I usd to thinkthat a woman must inevltablr lose sotnethinT

of her charm If h took up such studies "
"Oh. you don't think they nr ncesarl!runaoxed i lien V" ah cr si with a mlschlsvon

mil
I'leaaa don't recall my Idlotin axpresaln."" I feel ao pleased that I should have helped

In changing your vtow. I think that It la th
moat eliieere com pliment that I bare ever hkd
paid ma"

"At any rat. It Is the truth." said hs. and
was bappy all night at t he rmemhranoa of the
flush of pleesure which made hsr pals fac
look quite comely for the Instant.

For, indeed, he was alraady far PAdthiteg when h would acknowledge her as hequa! of any other woman Already h could
not dlsguls from hlmse.f that he had be-
come th one woman. Her dainty iklll, hrgentle touch, her sweet presence, th commu-
nity of their tastes, had all united to hopelees-l- y

upset his previous opinions. Itwaaedaik
day for him now when hi convaleaceno al-

lowed him to mlaa a vlalt and darker dill that
othsr on which h ssw approaching when all
occaalon for her visit would be at an end. It
cam around at laat. however, and he felt that
his whole life' fortune would Bang upon thelu of that final Interview. 11 wa a direct
man by nature, ao he laid bla hand upon here
aa It felt for his pulse, and b asked her If slis
would Ik his wife.

' What and units the prsctlcss?" (aid aha.
He started In pain and anger. "Surely roil

do not attribute anr such baae motive to me
he cried. "I love rsu as unselfishly as vr a
woman was loved." No, I was wrong. It was a foolish spssoh."
said she, moving hsr chair a little back, and
tapping her etethoeoope upon her knee ' For-
get that I ever said it I am ao aorrr to eause
rou anr disappoint msnt. and I apprsclaia
moat blghlr ths honor which rou do ms, but
what you aak la quits Impossible."

With another woman he might have urged
the point, but hia Inatlncta told him that It was
quite useless with this one. Her tone of voice
wss conclusive. He said nothing, but lcanad
bAok in his chair a stricken man.

" I am so sorrr." she said again. "If I hAd
known what WAspsssing in rour mind I should
have told rou earner that I Intend to devote in v
life enllrely to science There are many
women with a oapacltr for marriag. but fw
with a teste for blologr, I will remain true io
mr own Un then. I came down hers while
waiting for an opening In ths Paris 1'hrsiu-loglca- l

laboratory. I hav just heaid
that ther 1 a vasanor for ma ther
and so you will b troubled bo mora by my
Intrusion upon your practice I have dune
you an Injuatloe, aa you did m on. I thought
you narrow and pedantic, with no good qual-
ity. I have learned during your Illness to ap-

preciate you batter, and the recollection of our
friendship will alwsys be very pleasant to wa '

And so It cam about that In a vary few
weeks ther wa only on doctor In Holland.
But folks noticed that th on had gd many
years In a few months, that a weary aadnsss
lurked alwar In the deptha of hia blu eyes
and thst he wa toss concerned than ever with
th eligible young ladles whom chance, or
their country mamma, placed In his way.

A tvtivviii j one
The riil. or the Little Bfaa With BUS

Jig Whlsk.es.
" Cincinnati men are peculiar In their blast

of fun," said a commercial traveller aa he re
fused a drink, "and as th result of a sup-

posed bit of tuB out tber I have atopped drink-

ing. Whew! but 1 thought I had 'em fur a lift. e

while tb next morning. Hav you ever bad t
fright of tbat aort? Well. It paralyzes a man's
thirst tor a tlm. No. sir. I won't tak a drink.
Th small ot It brings back that Cincinnati
nightmare

" I was In that town for two days, and bull-

osas was good. My work was all completed
and the second night I met 'Cookssy' Larser
of Boston. We wsnt to th theatre and went

out between th acts. Cookssy was sat.
with his business end I was with mine, so n
determined to make a night uf it

"Do you know Cuoksey? Well, hs a'wari
haaatblrat, a dandy, and I waa a bit
that night mxelf. I remember getting it .
to tbe hotel and playing billiards with lo

There wer other man in ti.s
room. Thing were hazy. 'Setemui d

' wa Cookeay'a only remark
when he mlesed a (hot Tho hotel was (Bit,

and ( ooksey wa put In my room. Never gga

abto to discover just how wa did get to lei
Th hall boy laughed whan I tried to puine
him th next Jay. At any rat, we did get
bed. aad without our boot on. When 1 wo.t
up the next morning ther waa sand in mr

ye and a frlng In mr throat. Igh! IfM
taste it bow. I .'eund that I had more mean
feeing. In every part of my body than 1 nal
ever had bafor.

' Then I thought of ( ooky. He must M
bad ( I did. I (at up in bad to look at him

Sar. 1 thought ur I had 'ein Cokrway mar on th outside of the be i. asd he.
twesn us. sound asleep, was a little msn w.

i sd tide wh!skra spread all over th pillows
1 pinched m r sell rubbed my eyes, rousts i

twenty-riv- nnd luogsd again There he Was.

and hia wluakera were very i e '.
" I reached over aud woks up'onk-- r. lis

opened hia eye aa If he bad never teen
earth before. Then he looked at me and

roud smile begsu to break out. But at IBs
miuute lookaey'a eyea droned to the p. b
beaidehim. and the emlle changed to a Im

of deapalr. .Coky ald. Mr Gawd " 11 drot pi "

head back on hia Pillow and closed t - f
YVneu he opened thsm again he loosed a' the
pillow. My i iAwd I' be aald. what is it" Do you tee it too V I Asked

"See if Look st those red whiskers"' W'ellthAtaAveame.'aaysI for I thougnt i

had 'em.' . ., .

l'hen Cookaeyand 1 sat upan liook'd .
The man with ths red whiskers wsa vry
sound ass p Across his breast was s i isct
paier aud on it wa printed In big letters
Played billiards with you last nig t ''"' ' '

gsked me to steep with you.
" We r. a it" ' Did lis Cookssy?'
' ' Hamilno.' said ooksey.
' sav l's get out'

' We sneaked out quirtl. itilJi- -"
out saung a word. Iu the oitlce eou --

tu in'oiiuation A quarter w isied u M
' lev was rewarded with a gnu look

going West ud 1 wa going ast. W pa i

b lis and left.
Mv Gawd, .dd man.' aald Cooksev a

said goo by. did he reallr "
1 du nno ' says I.
I.e's swear uif ' saya CuoUeer

Vnd we did. Th it's all. No If ' - 'J
diink eouie'hing. give mo a milk and as '

(self Kick Mail is B.illsk US".'
i - Irsv
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