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THE GAUCHO AT HOME,

Bouth American Cowboys as
Seen in Patagonia.

WILD LIFE IN THE PAMPAS.

Wonderful Horsemen Who Have
Got the Name of Desperadoes.

Whey Place a Low Value on Muman Lifs
and Thelr Honor fs Easlly ONended-
Gune They Desplas, but They Are Guleh
15 Use Thelr Miivershandied Kalves—Tha
Monah Life in the Desert to Which They
Cling -Panthers and Ouirlches Mapply
Varlety te 'Fhelr Diet of Ment,

*Wo would rather hear the bird sing than the
motse sgieak,” s n common saying of that most
tntarenting clnas of men In South Amerlea
Ruown to the world as gauchos, sod it 1« the
saying which, better than all others originating
with them, gives an insight Into thelr character
an aclnss, To this may be pdded the book defl-
nitlen of thele natne, Gaueho, In the Bpanish-
English lexicon, (s a term In architecture " ap-
plisl to unaven superficies,” The gaucho Is the

tparrow, As it dodged lehind & buak at the
strange slght of & human being, wonld not ba
heard by the ordinacy traveller. Thes Allting of
the desort hiare wonld not be peen, and unless the
ostrich or the guanacn were stambled upon hy
accident, no algn of life would come lo cheer
wlther the ear or the eye.

Navertheleas, when once & man han learned
the secretn of the desert and {ta savags Joys, he
returns (o |t a8 to the armae of some flerce awent.
heart, finding thers & spell, an elation - that
tnakes all other kinds of life seem Inwipld. Na-
tirn has bn store undescribed pleasires for those
who can return 1o live & nstural life In the
wilderness,

It & In ctirlotin feahion that many of the
gnnchos of Patagotia have gone to the wilder
ness o live on the bounties of natare, and It e n
curious life they lead thers, A ship s driven
ashore on the Patagonian coast oither by real
nechdent or purposely, Lhat her owners may col.
lect the Insnrance. OFf her crew, ahould they
esoape, At least one will become a gaucho, They
will all resch one of the settloments, where
a chanes to take nmervies as sheep honde
ern will Lo offered  them., Several will
enter thin service and =0 learn the simple
artn of the plalnsman - to ride a musiang, 1o
ronst meat on the steel rd that Jeans above a
fire of small brish, to throw the lasso and the
bolas, to hold the fur robe enlled a guillango
about the shoulders while galloping across the
desert in the teeth of a gale. The sheplerd life
peemn pood for m thme, fn spite of the stead y diet
of mutton, with only an oceasionnl chinge
guanaco meat, the riba of & panther, o¢ the
wings of an ostrich, By and by, howaver, this
life palls. Why should one be tied down Lo one
spot when the whole wilderness lies bators him
and nature will there supply every want? Why
shonld one take orders when Le ean follow

hils own free will? Why mix In the guarrels

yoursell think ons of Any wsn 16 Ha" he re.
plind.

“Hat I have heard that vou gentlemen of the
pintos have misnadorstandings with esch other,
and that you then fight to k1"

“I e trae”

“Waonld not & good revolver ba & handy thing
to use In selfadofence st such a time 7

“Ae wonld Indesd. To defond nneself-why,
1 mapposs nothing conld be better for that. Bat
we flo not fight so.  To think of alinoting & an
when — Bah!  Pardon me, my friend, bat 1
oan ses you have never felt & tman's Soah glve as
you drove yonr stesl home.”

The story of the lfe of the gauche on the
desort Is full of miventurs, The gascho's day
bogine with the eapturs of & horse from his
herd, It s liternlly & eapture, for the plains
horee, no matter how well tralned, hates the
draw of thecineli, Where a man travels alons
one of his lierd must be secnrely staked ont over
night, that he may be able to founad up and load
the rest, If there be lomls, Semetimes the pre-
eantlon of staking ls of no avall, for thers are
wild horses all over Patagonia, and the joy of
thelr Hves is to stampede a tame herd, sapecially
A herd with mares in (t. For this reason mares
will sell for & dollar or two each, whers stallions
or geldings of less strength and poorer tealning
are sold for ten or more,

When the horses are packed and attended to,
break fast of coffee, possibly, and colil meat left
from the last repast will sepve, Int the usual
bl of fare s a cup of mald, the tea herh of
Paraguny, and a plpe of tobmeco, - The marning
appotite of everybody In SBpanish Amerioa
sootns (o be that of & man who has boen on a
spres Lthe night before. Some bilter bracing
drink 18 all that is wanted, Theua the matd pot
15 slung to the saddie, a lnst Inok |4 cast overthe
camp ground to see that nothing Is lefi, the
finger tips tonch the cloch to ses that It 1s

eawhoy, the shepherd, and the plal of
thie prairies and deserta that extend from the
Rio Graode do Hal In Brazil to the Andes and
from the Grand Clinco foreats of the Argentine
o thie Siealt of Magellan, 1o s an out.ofdoors
gitiren of somewhat * uneven superficios,™

My first view of & gancho wis had on Flores
Island, the guarantine swstion of Uriguay,

Ince where nearly all the passengers bound on
zlﬂ English steamers for the River Plate during
o yellow fover season aro obliged to stop for
disinfection and observation. Wa had been on
the ialand & little over aday when a steer waa
butchored to renew the fresh meat supply,
Nearly all the passengers went (0 see the beast
sufTer, nmong the rest n Heazilinn naval of cer
en route Lo a station on the Missiones, After a
little time lis came to my room. asked why [ had
not been at the killiog, and ndded :

“It i» now the best time to go. The killing
was nothing—a gancho put bis koife Into ite
throat and It bled to death—but now the gauchos
will bave an asade,  INd you see an asado ever
In your life? 1Itis the finest of meat, They will
ronst the pibs of the cow by the fire"

Noar the bulldings set aalde for the use of the
third-class passengers from Hrazll we found &
number of gauchos preparing to roast the riba of
beof over a small opon fire—a fire a0 small that
the coals and ashes occupied no more space on
the ground than the ribs would have covered,
The rib pleco was threaded, so to speak, on a
#londer but stiff bar of steol five feot long. The
bar was thrust ioto the ground so that the heef
was Inclined likea shelter tent above the blazing
fire, and there It remalned for about twe hours,
belng turned oecnsionally by the gauchos,

Although this was the first time I had seen
boef ronsted In just that fashion, I was much
more interested in the gauchos and certaln
other things they did than in thelr roast of beef,
nd the oMeer not toldl me tho men were gau-
chos I should very llkely have mistaken them for
sallors. The Nantucket whaler fresh from a

‘three years' crulse (n, the Pacifio never showed

s aweeler roll in his galt than did these South
Ameriean cowboys as they fetehed to alongside
the fire or veered off in search of fuel to keep it
burning, Nor waa the resemblance In the galt
alone, for every man of them wore & belt with a
knife, the handle of which was just where the
man’s hand would tind It in the shortest time,
Then, too, the hiats of the gauchos were of
the nondescript sort, and all worn easily on

* what asallor would eall the northwest corner

or some other corner of the head. Tho leg gear,
bowever, waa by no means nautleal. Jackal.
wiys loved flowing trousers, but not flowing as
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and envyings and strifes of the head statlon
when silence and safety and peace may be found
beyond the range? The sheplierd becomes a
wild gancho,

And then there {8 the soldler stationed on the
frontier. In the old days he was llke s broak-
water to stop the Indians who In waves cama to
whelm the seattered settlemonts. Now there Is
peace, but the old forts are still manned.

*Bo many officers are martinets.” the soldlers
will say, " and at best It isadog's iife in the bar.
racks. Let us bo wolves instead.” The soldier
turns gaucho, sometimes without walting for
the formality of a discharge.

Last of all there ts the Ind who Is growing to
man's nize in the ofMcers’ quarters of & frontler
post, or in the general store of the frontler set-
tlement. The desert calls to such boys every
fday as the sea calls to thechildren on Nantucket
beach. They linve lnssoen and bolas as the
Yankee boys have skates and bascballs, They
are riding mustangs before the New York boy
In trusted on n tricyele.  Meantimo tho gancho
I8 ever before them with his swagger and dash,
his hearty Inugh, and nhis quick anger. Mothers
mnay frighten their children when habes in
arms by sayine * The gaucho will carry you off,™
and may tell the older boys that the gaucho is
the personification of all that Is ribald —the des-
perado of the plains—but as the leaders of the

theso were, At first gl the h d
to hwve hrown zousve trousers, with white leg-
Kgings at the ankles, but a closer Inspection

. showed that they wore rather close-Atting cot-

son drawers i place of trousers, and that In ad-
dition thelr legs were clothed from the ankles
up with n length—say three yards—of wide
brown cotton goods, One end of this plece of
gooda was tuckod up through the belt and spread
oul across the small of the back. Then the
other e¢nd was brought up between the legs,
tucked up under the belt and sproad out across
the belly until ita edges touched the edges of
tha rear end. That Is all there was of
ft. The stuff bagged down between the
legn in a fashiion that made the wearer the maost
ridiculous looking man, in my Judgment, on the
continent. The nearest aporoach to it In North
Amorica can bo found in the trousors with flaps
in front which the good farm wife used to make
for her husband in tha old days. Tt Is true that
tho Yuma Indian of the Colorado desert wears a
short length of cloth in something after the
same fashlon, but he draws the ends through
tho belt until they hang down before and be-
hind, leaving the middls to fit close to the body,
in which fashion he appears to be wearing s
short skirt.

“What do they wear that cloth bagging be-
theen tho legs for ¥ sald | to the Brazilian,

“You owe to remoember,” ho replied, *the
gnacho lives on the plains where no tailors find
themacives in order to make clothon «d la mode,
eh? And the gaucho cannot himself to make
trousers and he cannot Elmself o put what you
cpll them—the patches over the holes in the
trousors where he sits in the saddle, But he
ean to buy cloth and to wear one end hetween
him and the saddle to-day and the other end to-
morrow and ancther part lo-morrow —past Lo
morrow. Caramba! The cloth never can to
wesr out In much time, but it can to cover the
hales behind la his trousers,  Is it not troo 7

CUaramba s a Spanish word, meaning in the
American language gosh, It is In common use
wae wmong South Americans of all classes, a
et worth mentionlog, perhaps, for the reason
that the gauchos have no more forcible word for
use even under elreumstances that would lead
au American cowboy Into the most sulphurous
depths of profanity.

Hilleulous as tho gaucho appeared when seen
ou Flores Island surrounded by houses and
people dressed sultalily for & summer stroll on
Broadway, he seemed a very different being
when I came o meet bim in Patagonla. A hawk
mounted on a smooth walput perch in a bity
museum does pot seem quite the samae bird that
it does when It snatohes a partridge frow under
the Jaws of a snarling fox on the edge of &
thicket in the Adirondack wilderness, To see
the gaucho at his best, that ls, where he will
bo found most Interesting, one must go where
Bbo lives uttorly free from all restraint, even the
restraint of sssocldtion. Such a place (s Pata-
gonia, This great southorn dosert gives perfect
freedom to ila roving sons, It Is & wondrous
solltude. One rides away from the valley of the
abream In which he has left his slhip, until the
orest of & hill shuts out the view of the water,
and then finds bimself wlone utterly. Peblles
red and brown, that bave bean rounded by the
waves, with the gray and yellowish sand of
altritias, are under his fest. On every slde are
scattoped clumps of siiff. gaunt gray bushes,
Further away the land rises in koolls and
IR MeR K IR TOr W © hamgy D Tnnaseape,
one rides to the top of the highest oreat In view,
only W Ml that the ridges bhe saw bee
fore have apparently moved on, At any
puta, before him stand ridgea and Loolis

L &f precisely the shape he bad looked

ot o fiest scaling the mesa. Turning sround
and looking back, the ridges and Kaoolls just sean
1u front are found duplicated. Oae may ride for
howurs witih never & chauge n the landscape
which the ondinury eye can detect, It ks an un.
sy ing gray wilderoess, [ s as allentas it In
dosvilate. The wind blows strong io the ftace, Lut
it slows os whistle, nedther doss 1L make & rastle
ti the buabvs. wiless I8 be & gade. The brusl
does not eveu butied ur swsy wader its o pnlse,
It s, save to the most observant, usually »

- umwm:u the lalut cbirpof & desory |
“
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eomtrriers du bols of Canada wore the suns
of French gentiemen, »so the chief men
of the gauchon are of what Is called good
family. Isaw one of that hind-—an English-
man by birth. He wore on his shoulders a
poncho, & small squaw mads blanket with n
hole in the middle through which he could
thrust his head. On his feet were potlo boots, a
sort of foot gear made of the skin of the legs of
s oolt. About his walst was n belt that earried
& knife, of which the handle was sliver and the
blood-stalned blade & foot long. He was un-

tight, and then the gaucho swings Into the
eaddle.

Tho gaucho born to the life Is of the very best
class of riders. Drunk or sober, asleep or awake,
over the smooth mesa or acrcss the broken
gronnd of a gully, the gnucho pits In his saddle
as easlly, as securely, and as comfortablyas a
New Yorker sita in s oross seat of an elevated
train enr that has no other passengers. And
yot the gaucho's seat (s apparently (nsecure, for
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his legs dangls about In a way that would be
simply shooking to s Central Park riding mas-
ter, and one has to see tho gaucho's mustang
Jump sldowayns and land stiff-legged, while tho
gaucho's legs are still dangling, and to seo the
loak of absolute unconcern on the gaucho's face
when the mustang jumps so ngain and again, to
thoroughly appreciate him ns a horseman.

The gaucho once mounted, whero will he go
and how will he pasa the day ? One may ns well
ask the frst questlon of an Indlan as of »
guanaco feeding In a gully. Mo will go where

along, and ocoastonally he comes suddanty on &
ook of parividges, aronnd which he gallops
ontil he gota thew confased, when he dashes fn
and strikes some down with a blow of his lassan,

Out of the day's captores he will ksop the
skina of the ontrich, for the feathers are worth
40 centa gold & ponnd in (s setiiomonts, and ho
#olls them that he may buy more matd, some
maore silver for decorating his saddle, and soms
ribbotia and oandy to carry to & more oF leas at-
tractive squaw. The money left after the pur-
chase 6f thess necessaries of 1ife In used (o by
Ing & jae of the largest aize abtainable with the
resvirees At command, That In to say the
enueho geta drnnk whenever he goes to a settle-
ment. Gietting deiank in the one clvilizsd halit
to which he clings to the end of Hfe. In all other
reapects the Patagonia gancho In a pretaresgue
savage, the Arab of the Ronthern desotl, who
passes his days In wandering from oasis (o oasls,

Thess gauchos of Patagonia are only one
specion of & elass, There are ganchon, na has
heens Intimated, on thes eattle and shenp ranelies,
They are much mors frequently seen by
travellers than sre the Patagoninne, becaiiss
thev gather at the pampa rallroad stations, and
may even bo found In certaln quarters of Buenos
Ayres, They wear thelr distingnishing dress
everywhere, and s may be reengnized readily,
An deen from n ralirond teain they look lika
slouching lonfers, but every teaveller who has
soen them thus hins recorded that, no matter
ride

hot  drank ey  were, they conld
thelr hotses when onee lifted to the sad.
die, and that the effect of the ride waa

to clear away the fumes of thelr favorite
delnk -rum. The ordinare travellers sees the
gancho at his worst, In fact, the gauncho has
stemed Lo be anch a worthless dog Lo 8o mkny
travellers, and a0 many travellers have written
and printed thelr impreasions of the gaucho that
ho hias In these Iater years learned that all for-
olgners regard him as a pretty Lard cltlzen,
Now, the gaucho Is above all things a man of
pride, and even of vanlty, He wanis to sppear
wall, especially befors strangers, and so it has
come Lo pass that to call & gaucho s gavcho 18 Lo
Insult Lilm,

Strangers shonll always avald (nsalting »
gaucho until after they have got the dropon
Iim with right good guns, The gaucho Is the
handlest man with s knife In the workd, and
hin estiouste of the valtie of Kuman 1ife |s aslow
A Lhist lield by any class of men In the world.

“What does It matter? Many beautiful
horses die,” he will say when he hears of the
doath of a friend,

"1 was in n gaucho saloon up the river ona day
last summer,” suld n Buenos Ayres man to me,
*whoen s Frenchman looking for a ranch to buy
came in. He wanted to amoke and had elgar-
otten, but no matches, And what was very much
worse for hilm, he did not know the etiguetts of
theocension. With clgnrettes In hand, he placed
one in his mouth and then in pollitest terina
nskod the favor of a Light from & gaucho who was
pulling s cigarette stub, possibly & little more
than s guarter ineh long, ®o far he had done
woll. The gaucho said, ‘with pleasure’ and
the Frenchman wis soon pnfMfng his clgarette.
Then he made a woll-nigh fatal error, Instead
of returning the worthless stub with thanks he
dropped it on the fAovor, Intendiug, as he said
afterwards, to nsk the gaucho to do him the favor
of taking a froah one, But he didn't have time
enough to even open his mouth. Dropplog the
stul was an insult. It implisd that the gaucho
had been smoking a too short stub, Carambal
Thut Frenchman was impaled on a twelve-lnch
blade before lie knew what was to happen.™

Not only I8 the gaucho weitlen down as &
desporado; he is ealled the laziest of men, and
b proof of this chisrge Is cited the fact that he
will saddio a horse and ride half & mile rather
than walk forty rods. Hut the trath is that in
nis peeuliar field he will work down any other
kind of man. Give him horses and set him to
branding cattle. He will begin his day's work
by saddling the horse before the peep of the
langest day of the year and then will drink a cup
of coffee, mount, and go to work, Forseven hionrs
hie will gallop nbout the excited herd, whirling
and throwing the heavy rope, downing the eat.-
tle with marvellous precision, and then out of
the exuberance of his spirita gallop ngalost the
stronger bulls s they Nee from the hands of the
marker to send them rolling over and over In a
cloud of dust. At the endof seven hours or so he
willwant what he ealls break fast—a few pounds
of bolled and roasted meat will sufMice, and if he
have a couple of nllet-like lonves of bread tho
slze of his fat, known therens galletas, ho counts
It n fenst. This caten, and a clgarette rolled, he
mounts and continues the work for soven hours
more. And that Is not an extraordinary day,
either. A ride of 100 milen in a dayis not
counted great by a gaucho, while seventy-flve
miles n day for a week, during which three
camps will be mado withoat food or water, Is a
matter of frequent occurrence, In short, the
gaucho does any work that anybody can do on
a horse, and he does it Ina guantity and with a
good h that are astonishing. Attending to

et % i "h\‘m' ;:_{',. ::I'I'"’ A
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shaved, unwashed, and ungroomed. But he
bad on a suit of fine silk underwear, *he-
cauae, don't you know, | ean't get used to the
beastly scratching of furs and fannels.™

The outfit of the Patagonian gaucho is simple
and not expensive, With one good horse and
three dogs he can start, but & swell gaucho may
bave a score of horses and a dozon dogs, To
these ho must sdd a good saddle, with numerons
saddlecloths, which are usuaily nothing but
small biankota woven by the Telinelohe squaws
from guanseo halr and wool, purchased or stolen
at the ranches. Equally necessary are the
guillangaos, the great fur robes made by sewing
together the skins of young guanscos. With
two or three of these the gaucho can poss the
nlght comfortably In the lee of a bit of brush
oven when a bllzasrd |8 raging. The water-
proof canvas bag Uned with fur would be warmer
sod lighter, but the gaucho will have none of It
because his quillangos sorve as overcoats by day,

The weapons of the gauchn sre slmple, and
with one exception Incxpensive. They are the
lasso, the bolss, and the knife. The last, hav-
Ing & carved silver haadle, may cost ae much na
8¢5 gold, The lasso is & horsebalr rope. The
bolas bave beon descritied by every writer who
baa visited the Hiver Plate, but it way be worth
telling here that the rendor can make them for |
himsel! by taking eithor two or three round
balls of lron an iuch apd A quarter o diameter,
or Lwe or Lhree round stenes of two
and A quarier Inches in dinmeler, and
securing one o each end of & ptoul curd three
et long, Then tie together the olher ends of the

corda, waking s gomd big knot in doing so, To
use the bolas, grasp this big koot and one of the '
bolar, and then after whirling the free bela or |
bolas sbout the hend to give thews speed, hurl

e Whiols Gl b Aoy Tirget handy. If the |
novice does not crack his skull in bis earlies
eforts o master the bolas, they quickly become
an offective weapon with & raoge of twenly
yards.  After considersble practice s healthy
wan can Achieve s range of thirty yards, while
Aty or sizty yards may be covered by the man
of exceptional skill. The gauchos tell of ranges

| scorns all others.

up to 100 yards, with & two-ball vutfit made of |
iron. It may be so.

Having these weapons. the gaucio commonly |
The Winchester undg 1he
valver, indispensables to the plalnsmnn of e
miates, would mrely be accepted wan git

“1 am astoalehed (o learn that you do nos
varry a good revolver,” sald | W s geucho who
talked Englinh fusntiy

"Aond | am astoolsbed Lo bhesr people like

L .

! Lils paunther meat, with hi

the whim takes him and stop where night finds

him, He has absoluotely no reason for taking |

thought for the morrow, and he takes none. He
will pass the day galloplng easlly across the
desert, In the maln, with mad dashes this way
mnd that as the dogs start an ostrich, He will
dismount to break the neck and disembowel the
bird when overtaken or when tangled up by the
bolas, 1le will vhase & young guanaco, as well,
and when an ostrich hus started from under his
horse's fool, so to speak, an often happens at o
rorialn period of the sesson, lis goes back on its
track after killing it, because he knows It was
on n nest when started, and that In Anding the
e e will fAind & delloacy of the desert.

The Patagonls ostrioch egg is & huge affalr,
equal in weight to mors than half s dozen hen's
egRs. The ganoho breaks n hole tn one end to let
thestoamn escape, and thon stands it Inthe ashies
at the edgeof the fire and lets itroast. OF course,
It must be turned oceasionally. Bocanse these
tEgs are a hearty kind of fowd they are usually
eaten ot the gaucho's evening dinner. And the
gauchodinner is & trewendons affalr, so far as
guantity bs cancerned,

Having galloped over the plains all day, with,
pechnps, w wlop for luncheon, & cup of maté,
andd wsmoke at midday, the gancho s hangry
when night comes, Hat, althougls he may bave
mure mical Lhan any three mien may oat, he will
nir have enough to satlafy his appstite. This is
not because the gagncho b & glatton, but beeause
& meat diet does not fally satisfy Lhe demands

of the human system. The Indians eat
fungus of varlons klods, gras roots and
seeds, and berries In the season.  The

gnucho will gather the bervies because they are
everywhere abandant. He will plek up & handy
Lt of fungus, bat will not go out of his way o
fiid i The bunch-grass semd s 100 siuall &
matter fur hils bappy-go-ducky soul. 5o he s
always hungry at Bight, and never sallafied en-
tirely unlesa, indeed, he chances 1o kill & gosd
fat panther, The fat of the young paniber is the
wiest eatlafying food of the desert. To 191l Just
how many pounds of youpg panther meatas
gnucho will eat would be to theow & duubt oyer
this whule nerrative Lo the minde of readers not
poated un such matters

However, witly Lis guabsco, Lis ostrich, aud
mate rup after, and
his plpe after thet, the gaucho is contonted, §f
wol entirely salisfied
an ccvasiohal shunk, which ke Kills by break-
lug its back with & buls, and so prevents its
using Its patural weapon of oflence He may
alao srike & Pejagouias bare as it scampers

cattle {s nut hard work In the sense that ditch
digging s hard, but & cowboy'a life Is not one of
eaan (o vither North or South America

Itlsan interesting fact that the (nflation of
Argentine currency which reduced the value of
a paper dollar to 30 conts gold did not Increase
the number of dollars pall per month to the
ganchn, lu other words, the gaucho now gets
the smme number of dollnes (20 to 50) por month
that he used to get, but when he goes to the
store to buy fancy saddle gear, silver-handled
knives, and bright goods for his sweethoart, ho
finids the prices just four times as high as they
used to bo.  So tu these days the gaucho thinks
the world has gone wrong, and he lougs for a
revolution aud now legislators who will pass
Iaws to make monoy more plentiful, .

The home life of the gaucho of the pampas
ean boe duplicated on the plains of New Mexico.
The walls of his house are almost Invariably
sun-dried blocks of taud wnd the roof s a flat
Inyer of mud over brush, supported on the
erooked trunks of willow trees usually found in
the valleys of streams. For the roof, a thatch
of tho long pamgps grass Is common. This Is
much better, because It 1s tight until it rots.
The mwl roof leaks in time of raln so badly that
the family moves out of doors, Fact! The floor
In the earth ns the bullder found It. There may
bo two or three rooms, but one ususlly suMces,
Hare the gauoho and his family, and his mother
or his wife's mother, and o sister or two pass
thelr lives. A few skins of esttle and panthers
and desr will serve for a bed when a blanket
hus been thrown over them. A brazler may
sometimes be found, and on this water is bolled
to make maté. The food —meatof various kinds
only-will he bolied and rossted over thie open
fire bullt without or under & aimple shelter in
the wel seanon. There is often no table, and
chairs are scarce. The food, if served on a table,
In simply heaped up on a platter or dish of some
kind, and wach one makes s grab at the heap.
As aften as otherwise each helps himself from
the pot or the roast us It hangs over the fire, One
Jalm his fork loto & convenieot spot of the ronst
~-forks are common on the pampas—and with o
clever stroke of his big sheath knife cuts off
n wlab of meat, One end of the siab is
Mivved lnto the mouth when an upward
strokeof the knife divides the slab, leaving &
fairly ronvenlent plege in the mouth, Watch-
Inga family of elght or ten, men, women, and
ehithdren, squatting arownd a fre, simultansously
Ripping the ends of slabs of meat Into Lhelr
totithin, and with upward strokes of keen-edged
kuives cutting away the slab and leaving the
maulh full of the steaming roast, the whole
group talking and laughing continually mean-
thae ~that ls one of the mest interesting, If not
Lthe most plessing, saperisnces of » journoy In
the Argentine Repullle. The traveller who vis-
s a gascho family must nesds Joln in the
feaat, fullowing the faskilon of Lis host, and It is
& fact that muore than e leaderfoot has sllced
G the tip of his noso (B &0 efort W cul off Lis
wouthful of meat only.

Inlis socinl snd home life the gaschols, as
ane would expect from what has been sald, an
sflectionate husband aud father for the most of
the time, with ocoasional outburats of tem per
when bo treats thow dependent an hio with
great criclty Dancing is the (syvorite ammuse-
wentik of Lho sozos when toget Ler, and Lhe gaucho
s then —and st every apportunity. ln fact & mwoat

Fur variety Le may hove | persistent gallaut, and s succonsful one, too.

Nest to an lotrigue the gaucho loves o gam-
ble with cards and play billlards. He s alto-
aviher ou excliable to wake a gesublior it o
cumpele with & coid-blowded profrealoual from

the Rocky Mountaln mining camps, batl he
navertheless acquires groat akill In the manipn-
fation of & dieck of eards, ard he educates hin
eyon nniil he can detect the slightest marks on
the baok of & enrd and o recognize the hand of
an opponent. Tndeod, chenting in connted an A
mark of auperior skill in playine any game of
oarda.  The gancho would be groatly astonished
as well asangered if callod a raseal for chenting.
At eonvenlont distances aoross the pampas
and at every rallway station will be found the
gancho saloons, They are mod.walled huots, of
contee, but laeger than the homes of the gau.
chot, The walla will be fonnd occapled with
varions Government ordinances rolating to af.
falrs in the distriet, and sapecinally to the sale ot
Ignors.  With these will be great, ortide Hitho.
grapha representing eventa in the last revolution
of some other fighting scenes,  Mingled with
both ordinanees and lthographs are the tiny
pletures that coine with thes packages of clgnr-
etten on  snle everpwhere,  Thets clgnrotto
pletures are of A sort 19 make A
Notth Ameriean, of even & Norlth Amer.
fean  manufactarer of  clgareties,  gasp,
The pampa saloons aeil bt two kinds of deinks
that are roasonably pure—rum and besr, The
beer in made In the suburb of Boenon Ayres
Qullmes—and Quilmes beor Is good.  The native
rmm 18 consumed In vast quantities by the
gauchos, but It is not popular with ranch owners
simply beeanse (Lls cheap, One wonld ns soon
expect to ind Siock Exehangs brokers working
the growler after n day's business as (0 see n
pampa ranch owner bring ot s bottle of rum,
The Hguor glasses of tho pampa salosn are pe-
culiar, They are water tumblers (nahape and
outer dimensions, while the capacity s that of

fta mmell when many leagoss down the wind
from i, And are dtampeded by the ndor becanss
in the otd dags the Indians wers predatory.
They sny that pampa deer kill a vanomoos snake
by ronuing aronnd it and exhaling an odor from
tho leg glands (LAt eventanlly suffonstes the
reptile. Many people affect not to belleve any
of this elass of enuchio Mtories But sver alncs
there wern gauchos, they have besn drying the
stamache of ostriches, and after powdering the
stiff have boen taking it for disordera of the
stomach, while (¢ 18 only within It years that
pepain has been on sale among civilized people
ne n remedy for dyspepsin

The wnr:l feature, all things considered, of
the charmetor of the gaacho e his cruelty
th animals, Cattle herding or growing of
the rangn Ik naturally and (nevitably blunt-
ing to the fAiner feollngs of the herders. In
the States, an In the Argention, It 1s made &
eruel business by law, The law provides that
rafigs cattle et be branded, and beanding
Is Infamonsly «rnel.  From branding cattle
to deliberately tortaring them for the pleas-
nre of secing their safferings s but astep. 1
have known an Oxford graduate 12 akin a fox
alivessn great Is the degrading Influence of
cowbay life, But the gaucho does nol become
degrnded (n this respect; he ls barn 8o, OF the
gancho's religion, n sentenco will sufMes, He
watlil be inanlled were e to tell him he was
not w Christian—meaning & Catholle—bat he
has nover heard of the Bermon on the Mount,
anil s ne Incapable of appreciating ita doe-
irines ne n Yankes person who belioves in the
foreordalned damnation of human sotils,

Compared with North American cowhoys, we
find that there are more, A great perosntage of,

THE DEAERT CGAUCHO'R WOME,

New York whiskey glasses, The amount of
giasa in one will make it welgh nearly half a
pound. A more compact or better ahaped
misslle for a anloon fight would be hand to find.
Gaucho etiquette, as already intimated, (s &
matter demanding the closest study of the
stranger, That the gaucho fa hospitable, and in
Lils way generous, need not besald, The stranger
who entera s pampa saloon will bo asked to
drink, without fall. It he wishes todrink ho
should say so, and when he has awallowell his
potion should ask the other fellow to have some-
thing. Butif he does not wish to deink he need
not do mso, provided he knows how to refuse,
The correct form of refusal is Lo say:

** Many thanks, sir; many thanks, I have had
all that T wish to drink, but will you not glve me

A FTUBRRORN STRER,

the pleasnre of paying for the drinks for your-
self and the gentlemen, your frlends ¥**

To this the gaucho will reply by deolining
with thanks and the matter Is ended comfort-
ably. It is an offence to decline bluntly to drink,
because In the gaucho's mind such n refusal
could only come from one who felt himself very
much abave the company assembled,

There Is one kind of & drink, however, which
no one nhould refuse without first, as said in an-
other case, getting the drop with a good gun on

rough riders among the gauchos, The gaucho's
acat fs more careless In appearance, but {t s
perfectly secure. They do not practiss se many
fancy tricks, such as riding in quadrilles, but
they can hang over the alde of a horse to escape
n bullet, or still hang on to the horse when dend.
They know not the glorles of u Stetaon hat, with
its band of gold brald, but solid silver saddie
horns and stirrups and plaitings on saddle Aaps
are their delight.  They have not that provident
ambion which turns cowboys Into bank-
ern  and  statesmen, but they have a
hearty contempt for a shallow pate. they
hinte n horso thilef and lyneh him with fleres
glen, and they despise the man who kills with a
bullet as one who In & cownrd and who misaes
the most sostatie threill of dellght that ecmes to
& man hunter-the dellght of feeling the thrust
of the knife that cleaves the vietim's hoart,
They may be savages, but they are not animala,
They laugh and sing, dance and Alrt, gamble
and drink, race and fight, work and endure,
and so long as they do not lose thelr horses—-
k0 long, to use thelr own Ngurative expres-
slon, ns they do not lose their feet. they never
weo a dull day and rarely feel a sorrow worth
the menticn.

Among the mgreat variety of books {n South
America now sccessible to readars of English
the majority refer in one way or another to the
Argentine Republlo partly because It Is & lead-
ing pation thers, but chiefly because Buenos
Ayres is, s Itsa people eay, *the Athens of
South Amerlea,” Nearly all theso books have
been written by Englishmen, and it is to Eng-
lish writers that Americans commonly look
with confldence for information about many
other things, and In many other matters, than
those of geography. Hecause of this tendency
and trustfulness of American readess [ think [
cannot do better, In concluding this sketeh of
Argentine gauchos than to quote s sentence
from & work entitled “ Argentine, Matagonian,
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Brings comfort and im
to

t and

monnl  enjoyment when

ghtly . The many, who live bets

ter than others and enjoy lite more, with

lesn expenditure, by more promptly

adapting the world's best products to

the neede of phiysical being, will attest
the valne to health of the

pure liquid
laxative principles embraced in the
remedy, Byrup of Figs.

Its exeellence i due to its presenting
in the form most acceptable and pleas
ant to the tasto, the refreshing and truly
beneficial properties of m perfect laxs
ative : effectunlly cleansing the system,
dispelling colds, headaches and fevers
lmrpomnnenlly curing constipation,
It has given satisfaction to millions
met with the approval of the medi
profession, because it acts on the Kid-
neys, Liver and Bowels without weak-
ening them and it is perfectly free from
every objectionable substance.

Byrup of l"icrnilfnr sale by all drugs
ﬂmin%ﬂum #1 bottles, but it is mane
ufactured by the California Fig Byrup
Co. only, whose name is printed on every
package, also the name, Byrup of
and being well informed, I’;::Lvlrll.l nos
socept any subatitute if o

GEN. CLAY'S HOUSE AND BRIDRN,

Al the N-wmr;r_l‘lnnm of the Girl Ave
Fakes— A Gllmpens of Mer.
From the CourferJournal

After telling about his marriage to Dora Rich-
ardson, Gen, Cassins M, Clay took me through
liin vast hotuse, He was talking all the tims, ot
In a rambling way, as one would expect from »
man of his advanced age, but ha told in s most
entertalning manner about how he had builg
the house at a cost of nearly one hundred thoue
sand dollars, and how he had constructed ig
w0 that It was more of a fort than & resldence,
Herels the way hetold the story of the house
anid its valuable contenta:

“Thin so_In the best bullt mldﬁn in

merica, Ita foundation is on the solid rock.

Lie brick were all selootad T“ ® MOTLAT WaAS
made with a great deal more lime than la usually
[un in bullder's mortar. Asn ult not & par-

ole of mortar has been washed m botween
the bricks by the rfinl that have beaten against
them, and it is so hard to-day that you eannot
atick a knife blade Ll:!m I oll see there in no
yl g el AT o

L1
windnw 1 o8 oult, !.::1 m{tl? &hllmt ime«
possible to destroy the house by fire.

“ Yeu, the ceilings are y high.
drawing room is one of the largest in America,
and very few in Europe can compare to it in
grandedr and beanty. Here (s & pictare of

lexaniler, who n ahort time ago. This is

is wife, 'haomn mo theso pictures the day
they wers mar . Here Is an nnuegru h note
In this frame from them in which me
to accept the picture. Opposite t ple=
ures, which, u!uu noe, are steel angravin
life-slze oil po
n

iual‘nunlendl rtralt of the
dead Emperor one of the 1]
artista in Husain, but 1 sent {t to a friend
in Missourl, and In ita stead g hung thas

plmm ::r trn hr.ﬂﬂuﬁlu-. wlml ell me {

m At Foxtown, He was only /eArs O
hzn and dl-d. bofore reaching mtl atate,
ou can see e wan a some, manly fellow,
This Elr.tnre of & seml-nude woman was given to
mie when | was in Hussin, and ls by one of thele
most noted artists, whose name [ cannot recall,
They tell you the Hussians are all bn; n:tlnm.
ure.

but 1 think they are true children o
Tha{s ari shows {hll..
“ Now, come intn this room and I will show

n. This in f l
g”ﬂ:nlnxlnm.nn "3?;3 \‘:ﬂ, ¢ 10 defen
.

(sl
ihc.nn to :t mm’:rmﬁmtj 4 ur::,
the Nu\m o

on seo it Is made of brasa, It s
nearly

ree feet long and hoa n bore of ons
r.nd A quarter inches, Hu'?me I was to ahoot
nto s mob with that loaded with this now ex-
plosive, why, it would tear them all to pieces, It
would wlm&hlm off the face of the earth. Why
did 1 bulld my house and fortd it this
wny t To ]lmlﬁ‘lmml from the Ku-Klux, The
anti-slavery men many enemies immedi-
atoly after "Iu- war, and of course I had more
than my share of them. They formed them-
il.llvm' lnl,'t.l nn 31‘“'““““ Ihhmm ns II.'Ilohl{tl-
Hx hian, an suppose wou ave
hnnrr&u me had I mf been n;, well fortifled
against them.

GAUCTO RALOON OX THE DESERT.

the other follow, and that drink is maté. The
drinking of maté among the gauchos and
among all Argentines for that matter, s like the
smoking of the calumet among North American
Indlans. A small gourd Is nearly filled with the
powdered herb, and then bolling water I8 poured
In to All the cup, This done a sliver tube with

| stralner at the bottom Is poked Into the decoe-

tlon, and the drinker sucks the liguid up
through the tube. Now, ss soon as the tes
has been sucked out the tea maker fills
the gourd once mors with hot water and
passes 1L to the next person in the group,
and so oo, The one gourd and the one tube must
serve for all the company. 1t will try the stom-
ach of the Inexperienced traveller to take the
tube into his mouth wet from the lips of &
drunken gaucho, but he had better do it with
thanks and look happy. It s better to put s vilo
Lube in the mouth than to receive n keon knife
blade In the belly, And those are the horns of
thedilemma often presented to the man who
Iiterviews gauchon In thelr native baunts, Awil
of all things It is the worst losult possible to
wipe off o mouthplece before taking It intn the
wouth,

Though Ignorant of books, the gaucho s &
keon obwerver of nature. He is a thinker,
bright, teo, If not & deep one. His terms and
saylngs ought to be gathered lnto a book for the
lnstruction as well as the smusewens of his
fellow man, He calls the chase of 1he ostrich
the wild mirth of the deseri. 'The pantler s
“the friend of man." becatuse it has buen kiown
to defend men from the atlpck of the more
viclous Jagusr, and because It often comes Lo
purr about solltary travellers on the pampas, ny
o tame cat might do, The rattlesuake, & ajies

¢lew not known in Patsgunia, however, s the |

bell svake. The dragon Ay s “the son of e
southwest gale,” because that wind, knewn
a8 the pampero, often briugs «louds of
these fnsocts. There I & huge and

fiwrce spider on the botter punipas that does |

ot hesitate to attack man—a most repulslve
and fearsome being. The gaucbos have u weind
song in which they tell of an army of these that
came Lo attack a vity, aud although the men of
the town fought braveiy, all were routed ard
whelmed by the terrille fos,

The stranger lu the roglon Bnds it difMoylt 1o
@el within shuot ing range of e beautitul black
Awan, but the gauchus, two or three togother,
#ei Lo the les of & fook and then chargiog ug

them with wild shouts and scrvams scare the 'j-lum;

birds w0 that they are taken alive.

They say that borses know an Indias camp by 3::&:““‘“‘“

¢

and Chillan Sketches,” by Mr. C. E. Akers. He
says (page 115);
*The native gauchn, too, Is

not s very highly
Interesting individua).*

Jonw R. Sreans,
TABRY'S FREAK KITTEN.

¥t Has Just nn Many Ears as Legs, and Is
Her Especinl Pride,
From the Ban Proncisro Ecaminer,

The coruer of Fourth and Hownrd streets has
A freak. Willlam Ensberg's Sallle, whieh A e
Is & much-prized tabby catof the ordinary black
and'gray striped varloty, Is the mamma of [
kltten which will be handicapped tn her strug-
kles through lite by n rhortage of bone in the
regular complement of fect and legs commonly
assigned tu eats. As If o compensate In same
degren for this luek of completion nature has as-
slpmed the woe kitty an extra oar,

It is the righit fore leg that Is miisalng, and the
third ear lwattached tothe lofL nide of the kitty's
CrOWR, seeming to be an offshoot or branch of
the regular var on that side, ** Sallle, Jr." s
now n month old, and Is the pet s pride of her
mother, who has beon rather an indifMrront par-

ent to her ordinary progeny, The th tern
that preceded s.uf.. Jr., l*’:l:ll rised I‘;l.r'v:}‘.nd
:’mﬁ"l;‘uu‘r:- elalra‘ nlllj:tr.rh-rur wriued and with
ot by v ilistingn them  from ]

sets ol black and yra Hllcl‘li. e iy
2,.-: wv:ahull enou l'm care for them.

ok, G 8 long a8 FKusberg's smplo

wouli feed them, Salile cared rmlrlh.g ?2!' Il‘h’—e:-
?ud disearded thom entirely as so0n as Doasi-
ale, Hallle, Ji., was alone In her eluley Lo the
world, snd Ber mouther manifests The greatest
ralicitude for hor, Any Ao, no matier how Lig
oan gol u fati by poslng araund the il fres
Aid the men who manifest o) respeol by durn-

AN »oon as

. After we hid had talked at lepflh about his

and | nsked him if [ could not ses
his young bride, Hl: face darkened up instantly
and he replied: *No, she not dreased 1o he
sorn, t\lyr hair {anot fixed in the fashionable
way. You see she has no mother, nobody to fix
her np like other flr‘u are fixed.”

1 then told him I would be glad toget npleture
of himnelf anid one of his bride. He roplivd that
he would give me plnnr? of himself which
was taken in 1802, but which, by the way, does
not look anything like he does now., I u-{tl bt
thut, fearing he had no picture of himsell M;g
wife, I hud ught n p mnm;ihrr along to
take them, but he refused point blank (o allow
his wifu to sit for Ler pleture, and also declined
aguin to lot me see hor.

"She nover had & pleture taken,” continned
the Colonel, *and 1 will not allow her to have
one taken until shie Is fixed up with nice clothes
and her hair is properly dressed.”

This statement, of course, thows that the
alleged picture of the girl whic has appeared
in print was not her likeness at all. In reality,
the picture which has done duty for Gen. Clay's
young bride la the likeness of a lLexington
young woman, Inst of having short hair,
;:n':"l' m_bluh-.l pleture gives her, slio has very

1] .

I wrs sitting some distance from the fireplace
In the litllrr *a library, and from where 1 sat [
saw the girl come into the dining room aln -

ng and arrange the luncheon on the table. [
unt & good view of her, and am, ore, en-
abled to yive a pretty fair deseription of her
appearance, She wors w Appes to he n
black calieo dress, Hhe had on & work apron
and appearsd to be intent upon her work, = She
has & very heavy suit of black hair, which was
Hluitad and bung down her back to her waist,
he I below the medium helght and Is rather
stookily bullt, Her face, while not ugly. s far
from belng bemutiful, Her intensely Liack eyes
wot deop in her head ; cheek bones are promi-
nent, ber month is falrl prr;l.f. but her whole
sppearance indicates the ordinary mountaim
girl, Hhe has vory litthe education and is n‘ll.-
gether rustio in her appearance manners.

“ My Sick Sisters,
* Let me tell you something,
“For years 1 have been
almost a constant sufferer
from female trouble in all its
dreadful forms: —

e ﬂ:"i

“ Shooting
pains all
over my

body, sick

headache,
spinal
weakness,
faintness,
dizziness,

WARTUET wamplen  depression,

and everything that was horrid,

ing the kitten over with n oot Instead o
have ravagely UWien and « n“:u-dl ‘h‘.llh.—
haw po oliiection lisany one petting Livr baby luas
lc.l;-a T, rewiwitful way, and her objections are
ily Interponed when sbho thinks that lwrsis i
!n_l_umlud Lhe Liglploes mlie.
The Kittun appesrs (v sppreciate that s me-
1 I8 lacking (0 her compoaition. sud 1 much
purgiod when sliv gots & i, ble fevan relying on
Phe leg that Is not there. On aueh: e she
reashies out with har shoulder Jolud, apparently
lh:'uln-h aj-r Chie wxtennion that shoulid le thers
4 wr Lo al, Ll 3
‘*!{I Sy e b s contoybed and play ful as
4o frws joint of the missipg low asppears to
bnalde uf 11ie ak i, bat it does not T.r.._.?.': i th:
Ivual, mave whon sallle, Jr.. thruses it furward In
A whdensor 10 stabd on . As o COI | L L
&l Ler * throe-curipred arrangemient, the kit-
ten has develupet » pecullar gait, runslug or
thutting with the two perfeot bind logs sad
bopping with the other. As o volseuence of
Sabtru work, the luf fure 1--r s much belter de.
B any of the olbers, and when Sallle,
s & prog o st up with, sbe looks
& Cal lu Lhe walier

Fo Baea L

* Hried many docto=s in dif.
ferent parts of the U, S, but
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegeta-
ble Compound has done more
for me than all the doctors.

"1 feel it my duty to tell
you these facts that vou alse
may be cured. My ‘heart is
full of gratitude to .{[r.«. Pink-
ham, Mrs. Harriet Wam.
pler, 507 Kasota Block, Min.
ncaln lis, Minn,

. Mrs, Pinkham's Compound
is the one unfailing remedy
for these troubles,
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