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South Amorican Oowboys as
Seen in Patagonia

I

WILD LIFE IN THE PAMPAS
t
I

Wonderful Horsemen Who Have
Got the Name of Desperadoes

Srhejr rlee n Low Tntne OK Unman Life
aad Their Honor Ii Easily OOVnrttd
Clan They Ileiplse but Thry Ate Qnlek
tn Vie Their HIlTtrhmidlrd Knle Thi

I Hough Ilf In the bunt to Which They
Cllnsr nthcrn mid Onirlelir Nn plr-
Vxrletr to Tbelr Diet of MeatI

Wo would rather hear the bird sing than the
I mouse leAkIIs n common saying of that most
I lass of men In South AmericaitersUnl tho world ni gaucho and It tIs tho

aylng which better than nil other originating
wltli them given an Insight into their character
as A class To this may bo added the book defl-

nltlnn of their name Gaucho In the Spanish
English lexicon Is n term In architecture ap-

plied
¬

to uneven superficies Tho gaucho Is the
nv1tnv tlm fctiftnhpifl unit the ttlnlnRtnan of

the prairies and deserts that extend from the

i I

1 Rio Granite do Hul In Ilrazll to the Andes and
from the Urand Chaco forests of the Argentinattho Strait of Magellan Ho Is an outofdoors

f t cltzel of somewhat uneven sUI >rOcctiNt view of a gaucho was on Floret
1i Island the quarantine sLtlol of Uruguay a

place where nearly all passengers bund on
tho KngllMi steamers for the Itlvcr
the yellow foyer season are obliged to stop for

disinfection anti observation We had been on
the Wand a llltlo over a day when a steer was
butchered to renew tho fresh meat supply
Nearly alt the passengers went to see the butsuffer among therst n Ilrazlllan naval

t I en route La station on the Mlsstoncs After a
little time he came to my roomMkO why I had
nut ben at thetlnllIlt time to go Tho kllnla nothing gaucho put his knife lIthroat and It bled to death but now the gauchos

t wilt have an atadnI Did you tea an cuatlo ever
r in your life 1 It Is the finest of meat They will
t roast the ribs of the cow by the fire

f Near the buildings set Mule for the use of the
I

tblrclas passengers from BrazIl we found a

lumber gauchos preparing to roast the ribs of

bet over a small open firea fro so slnal that
coals and ashes occupied no morspace on

the ground than the ribs would have covered
The rib piece was threaded s to speak on a
lender but stilT bar of steel five feet long The

f bar wns thrust Into tho groundsothatthebeef
c

was Inclined llko n shelter tent above tho blazing
fire and there It remained for about two hourbeing turned occasionally by tho gauchos

Although this was the first time I had seen
beef roasted In just that fashion I was much
moro interested In the gauchos and certain

i other things they did than In their roast of beef
Had the omeer not told mo tho men were lau

t chos I should very likely have mistaken or

110t Tho Nantucket whaler fresh from a
> thIyears cruise Intho Pacific never showed

1 sweeter roll In his gait than did these South
American cowboys as they fetched to alongside

t > the fire or veered off In search of fuel to keep It-

s burning Nor was the resemblance In the gait
alone for every man of them wore a belt with a
knife the handle of which was just where tho
mans hand wouldlnd It In the shortest time
Then too the gauchos w r of
tho nondescript sort and all worn easily on-

t what a sailor would call the northwest corner
Or some other corner of tho head Tho leg gear
however was by no means nautical Jack al-

ways
¬

loved lowing trousers but not flowing as
theo were At first glance the gauchos seme

> > to have brown zouave trousers with leg-
I pings at the ankles but a closer Inspection

showed that they worn rather closefitting cot
ton emwerln place of trousers and that In ad

their leiwere clothed from the ankles
up with a say three yards of wide

< brown cotton goods One end of this piece of

los was tucked up through the belt and spread
olL across the small of tho back Then the
other end was brought up between the legs
tucked up under the belt and spread out across
the belly unUIts edges touched the edges of
tho rear That Is nil there was of
It The stuff bagged down between the
legs In a fashion that mode the wearer the most
ridiculous looking man In my JUdgent on the
continent The nearest L North
America can bo found In tho trousers with laps
In front which the goofarm wife used to make
for her husbind In days It Iis true that
the Yuma Indian of tho Colorado desert wears a
short length of cloth In something after the
same fashion but ho draws the ends through
tho belt until they hang down before and bbind leaving the middle to fit coo to the body
in which fashion ha appears bwearing a
abort skirt

What do they wear that cloth bogging btween tho legs for 1 said I to tho Brazilian
You owo to remember ho replied the

gaucho lives on the plains where no tailors find
themselves In order to make clothes dllal mode
eh 1 And the gaucho cannot himself to make
truerand ho cannot himself to put what you

C call them tho patches over the holes In the
111 trouicra where he sll In the saddle Hut he

can to buy cloth to wear one end between
him and the saddle today aud the other end to ¬

morrow and another zpart tomorrow past tz>
morrow Carambl The cloth never can to
wear out Uuch time but it can Lcover the
bolebehind In his trousers Is It not true 1

Caramba Is 1 HpanUh word meaning in the
American language gosh It ii In common use
use among Houth Americans of al classes a

o tact worth mentioning perhaps the reasony that the tauthoi hive no more forcible word for
use even under circumstances that would ledan American cowlray Into the most sulphurous
depths of profanity

Itldlculous athe gaucho appeared when seen
on Klorra Island surrounded by houses and
people dressed suitably for a summer stroll on
Broadwny he Framed a very different being
when I arne Lmeet him In Patagonia A hawk
mounted on a smooth walnut perch In a city
muieum dues not seem quite the same bird that
It does when It snatches a partridge fronr under
the jaws of a snarling fox on the edge cf a
thicket In the Adirondack wilderness To see-
the gaucho at his best that 18where he will
be found most interesting one must go where-
he lives utterly free from all restraint even the
restraint of association Such a place Is Pata-
gonia

¬

This great southern desert gives perfect
freedom tn its roving sons It is a wondrous
solitude One rides away from the valley of the
stream in which he lisa left his ship until the
crest of a hill shuts out the view of the water
end then finds himself alone utterly Pebbles
red and brown that have been rounded by the
waves with tho gray and yellowish sand of
altrltlas are under his feet On every side are

r scatttrv clumps of stn gaunt gray bushes
Further away tho Ilnd rises In knolls an-
dridesaekhwora clGllapone ride to the top of Ilhest
only to find that the ridges he Wbtote have apparently moved on At any

to before him stand ridges sod knolls
ft precisely the shape he b looked

4 atoit first scaling the mesa Turnlnl around
I and looking back the ridges and just seen

IIn front are found duplicated One may ride for
Imun wlt never 1 change in the lalullap
ivhlch ordinary eye can detect It II
xaryhu gray wiiatriicw It Is as silent a It IIt-

ilcfiilate The wudblowsstrongInIhe face but
It du itocublitlv neither does It male a rustle-
In Iu bushes unlcw It bo a fcaK Tho brushr doe a not oel bend or sway under Its Impulse-
It IIs save to the mot observant usually a

t a UfclcsxdMcrt Uhe falat chirp of desert I

I

L

sparrow A It dole behind a bush at the
strange sightl of being would not bheard by the ordinary traveller The flitting
thodescrt haraoulllt be teen and unless the
ostrich or guanaco erl stumble uix n by

ntdent no sign of life come to cheer
ear or the eye

Neverthelees when once a man has learned
the secrets of the desert and Us savare Joys he
returns to It as to the arms of some fierce sweet-
heart finding there a spell an elation that
makes all other kinds of life teem Insipid Na
turn has In ttoreundctcrlbtd pleasures for those
who can return to live a natural life In tho
wilderness

It Is In curious fashion that many of the
gauchos of Patagonia have gone to the wilder
ness Llive on the bounties of nature and It IIK a
curious life they lead there A ship Is driven
ashore on the tatagonlan cost either by rent
accident or purposely that her owners may col-

lect the Insurance Of her crew should they
escape at least one wilt become a gaucho They
will all reach one of tho settlement where
a chance to take service as sheep her-
der

¬

will bo offered them Several will
enter this service and s learn the simple
arts of the plainsman ride a mustang to
roast meat on the steel roil that leans above a-

fire of small brush to throw the losjo and the
bolas to hold tho fur robe called a qulllnngo
about the shoulders while galloping across tho
desert In the teeth of a gate The shepherd life
seems for a time In spite of the steady diet
of Kwith only an occasional chance to
guanaco meat the ribof a panther or the

winKof an ostrich and by however this
Us Why should one be tied down to one

spot when the whole wilderness lies before him
and nature will there supply every want Why
should one take orders when he can follow
his own free will Why mix In the quarrels

t
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and envylngs and strifes of the head station
when sllencoand safety and peace may be found
beyond the range I The shepherd becomes a
wild gaucho

And then there Is the soldier on theslatonefrontier In the old days ho lke break-
water

¬

to stop the Indians who In waves came to
whelm the scattered settlements Now there Is
peace but the old forts are still mannO

Rmany officers are soldiers
will say and at best It Isadoga life In the bar-
racks

¬

Let us bwolves Instead The soldier
turns gaucho sometimes without waiting for
the formality discharge

Last of all there IIs the lad who Is growing to
mans size In the officers quarters of a frontier
post or In the general store of the frontier set-
tlement

¬

The desert tails to such boys every
day as the sea calls to thechlldrcnon Nantucket
bach They have lassoes and bolas A the

boys have skates and baseballs They-
are riding mustangs before the New York boy
IIs trusted on a tricycle Meantime tho gaucho
IIs everbcoro them with Ills swagger anti dealt

hi laugh and his quick anger Mothers
may frighten their children when bbs in
arms by saying The gaucho will carry you otand may tell the older boys that the gaucho
the personification of alt that Is ribald tho des-
perado

¬

of the lalns but as the leaders of the
emtrrttn du bl of Canada were the sons
of French gentlemen 8 the chief men
of the gauchos are of what Is railed good
family I saw one of that kind an English-
man

¬

by birth He wore on his shoulders a
poncho a small squaw made blanket with a
hole In the middle through which ho could
thrust his head On his feet were potto bt a
sort of foot gear made of the skin of legs of
a colt About his waist was a belt that carried
a knife of which the handle was silver and tho
bloodstained blade a foot long lie was un ¬

jtUt eLNatv41w7tw-
Ii

haTe unwAhe and ungroomed nut he
on a fine silk underwear be-

cause
¬

dont you know I cant get used to the
beastly scratching of furs flannels

The outfit of the Iatagonlan gaucho Is simple
and not expensive With one good horse antI
three dogs he can start but a swell gaucho may
have a score of horses anti a dozen dogs To
these he must add a good saddle with numerous
adleclotha which are usually notblnl but

blankets woven by the squaws
from guanaco hair and wool purchased orstolen-
at the ranches Equally necessary are the
qutllantjat the great fur robes made by sewing
together the skins of young luanaos With
two or three of these the Ilueho can pass the
night comfortably In the 110 of a bit of brush
even when a blizzard is raging The water
nroof canvas bag lined with fur would warmer
sod lighter but the icaucho will have none of It
because his quittances berve overcoats by day

The weapons of the gaucho are and
with one exception Inexpnsie They are the
lasso the betas and The last hav-
Ing a carved silver handle lay cost as much aIl Bold The lasso li a horsehair rope Tho
bolas have been described by every writer who

bAvisited tIm River Plate but It may be worth
telling here that the reader can make them for
himself by taking either two or three round
balls of Iron aInch and a quarter In diameter-
or two or three round stones of two
and a quarter Inches In diameter and
securing one to each end of a Stout threecurfeet long Then together the ollerends of the
cords making a good btllmoL doing so To
use the bolas grasp big knot and one of tho
beta and then after wblrlnl the free bole or
boles about the head them speedjiu-
rlttefiglebOtnt aVaWTarKsfhandy If the
novice does not crack hit skull In his earlier
efforts mute the bolas they quickly become
an effective weapon with a range of twenty
yards After considerable practice a healthy
man can achieve a range of thirty yards while
fifty or sixty yards may bcovered by the man
of exceptlonsl skill The gauchos tell of ranges
up to 100 yards wlh a twoball outfit made
Iron ltmaybeso-

havIng these weapon the gaucho commonly
scorns all others The Winchester an 4 the re-

volver
¬

IndUpeiuable to the 11411IUU of the
Mates would rarely baccepted us a gilt

1 am astonished1 to learn that you do not
carry a good revolver said I La gaucho who
talked English fluently

And I am utonhhed to hear people like-
s

t =

yourel think one of any US to us he re
pliedRut

I have heard that you gentlemen of the
plains have misunderstandings with each other
and that you then fight tkill

It is tru-
eWoul not 1good revolver be a handy thing-

to at such a time-

It
1

would Indeed To defend oneselfwhy-
I suppose nothing could be better for that lut-

e do not fight so To think of shooting Iwhen llahl Pardon me my friend but I
can see you have never felt a mans flesh give ayou throve your steel home

The story of the life of tho gaucho on the
desert Is tll of adventure The gauchos day
begins the rapture of a horse from his

her It IIs literally a capture for the plains
no matter how well trained hat tho

draw of thoclnch Where a man
one of his herd must be securely staked oiitover
night that he may be nblo to round up anti load
tho rest I there be loads Sometimes the Ire

¬

caution staking Is of no avail for there
wild horses alt over IMtagnnlo and the Joy ot
their lives Is to stampede a tame herd especially-
a herd with mares In It For this reason mares
will sell for a dollar or two each where stallions
or geldings of less strength and poorer training
are sold for ten or more

When tho horses are packed nnd attended to
breakfast of coffee possibly and cold meat left
front the last repast will serve hut tho usual
bill of taro I a cup of matf the tea lion ol-

1ariguay a pipe of tobacco The morning
appetite of everybody In Hpanlsh America
seems tn bo that of n man who has been on n
spree the night before Homo bitter Iraenldrink Is all that Is wanted Thou the
Is slung to the saddle a last look Is cast over the
camp ground to see that nothing IIs left the
finger tips touch tbcinch to see that It Is

g
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tight and then the gaucho swings Into the
saddle

Tho gaucho born to the life Is of tim very best
class of riders Drunk or sober asteepor awake
over the smooth mesa or across the broken
ground of a sully tho Gaucho sits In his saddle
as easily asecurely and as comfortably a-

New Yorker sits In a cro s seat of an elevated
train car that has no other passengers Anti
yet the gauchos seat is apparently Insecure for

=== c
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his legs dangle about In a way that would 0simply shocking to a Central Park riding mu-
ter

¬

and one has to see tho gauchos mustang
jump sideways and land stifflegged while the
gauchos legs are still dangling and to see the
look of absolute unconcern on the gauchos taco
when the mustang jumps so again all again to
thoroughly appreciate him as a horseman-

The gaucho once mounted where will he go
and how will he pass the day 7 One may as welask the first question of an Indian as
guanaco feeding 1in a gully Ho will go where

C
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simple

Ilve

L

of

the whim takes him end stop where night finds
him Hn has absolutely no reason for taking
thoulhfor the morrow anti he takes none Ho

pas the day galloping easily across the
desert In the main with ninth dashes this way
anti that oa the dogs etart an ostrich He will
dismount to break the neck and dl <embone tho
bird when overtaken or when tangled up by the
bolas He will chase 1 young guanaco as well
anti when an ostrich has started from under his
hOrs feet so to speak as often happens at a
certain period of the season hOIDM bock on Its
track after killing It It was
onmnretwhienstarteland that In Inllnl the
eggs he will find a delicacy of the dertThe Intagonla ostrich egg IIs a huge affair
equU In weight to more than halt a dozen hens
eggs The gaucho breaks a hole In one end to let
the steam escape and then stands It In the ashes
at the edge of the fire and lets it roast Of course
it must bturned occasionally Because tbeso
eggs are a hearty kind of food they are usually
eaten at the gauchos evening dinner Anti the
gaucho dinner Is n tremendous affair sfar Aquantity U concerned

Having galloped over the plains all day with
perlmw a atop for luncheon a cup of mat
and a hnole at midday the gaucho Is hungry
when night comes lint although be may have
more meat than any three men may eat he winot have enough to satisfy hit appetite
not because the gaucho U a glutton but because-
a meat diet does not fully satisfy the demands-
of the human system The Indians eat

I fungus of arlous kinds grass roots and
seeds and berries In the lon The
gaucho wIll gather the berries because they are
everywhere abundant He will pick up a handy

t fungus but wH notvanut liUway to
find I The bunditrass seed U too small
mAter for Ms happygolucky soul Bo he is-

always hungry at night and never satisfied en
tlrrly unleea Indee he chances to kilt a sofat pauther fat of the young panther 11
most tatlsfyluz food of the desert To tell just
hoW many pounds of > oung panther meat a
gaucho will rat wuuld be to throw a doutyt over
this whole narrathe In the minds of readers not
posted on such maters

However tltlt hU guanaco his ostrich and
hlluather torah with hl mute cup after and
hU pipe otter that the gaucho U contented If
lot entirely satUUed for variety be may hae-
Aloccasional skunk which he kllli by break-
Ing Its hack with a boa and to prevents IU

u111 Its natural weapon of offence He may
sulks a 1aVagonlaa hare aIt scampers

JTh1 T

along and occasionally he comes suddenly on a
flock of partridges around which he gallops
until he gets them confiued when he dashes In
and strikes sonic down with a blow of his lasso

Out of tho days captures he wilt keep the
skins of the ostrich for the feathers are worth
SO centgold a the settlements and heplndlnthat buy more mat some
more silver for decrtnl hit saddle and Imoribbons anti candy tcarry to a more or less at-

tractive
¬

squaw money left after the pur-
chase

¬

of these necessaries of life IIs used In buy-
ing

¬

a jag of the largest sl7e obtainable with the
resources at command That U to say tho
gaucho gets drunk whenever he goes to n settle-
ment

¬

Getting drunk lIs the ono clvlllfed hsblt-
to which he clings to thecnd of life In nil other
respects the 1atagonla gancho IU a picturesque
savage the Arab of the Southern desert who

leehis dajs In wandering from oasis to oasis
These gauchos of Iatneonlt are only ono

species of a class There ere gauchos as has
been Intimated on the cattle and sheep ranches
They are much more frequently seen by
travellers than are the ratagnntan because
thev gather nt tho ampi railroad stations and
maycven bo found lit certnlnquarteM of Buenos
Ayve They wear their distinguishing dress
everywhere anti no may be recognized readily
As seen front n railroad train they look like
slouching loafers but every traveller who haseen them thus lias recorded that no matter
lion drunk they were they could rldo
their lmr ei whn once lifted to the sod
the and tthat tim effect of tho ride was
to clear away the fumes of their favorIte
drink rum Tho ordinary travellers sees tho
gaucho at his worst IIn fact the gaucha has
seemed to be such a worthless dog to so many
traveler and BO many travellers have written
anllrlnled their Impressions of the gaucho that
ho has In these later years learned that all for

llner recant him as A nrettv hard citizen
Now the gaucho iIs above allI things a man of
pride and even ofvanltr He wants Lappear
well especially before strangers and so It has
como
Insult

to
him-

Strangers

pass that tcall a gaucho a gaucho Ito

should always avoid Insulting a
gaucho until after they have got tho drop on
hln with right good guns The gaucho Is the
handiest man with a knife In tho world and
his estimate of the value of human life Is as low
ns that heM by any class of men In the world

What does It matter 1 Many beautiful
horses tile ho wi say when he hears of the
death of n

I wan In 1 gaucho saloon up tho river one day
last summer said n Ilucnos Ayres man to me

when a frenchman looking for a ranch to buy
camo IIn He wanted to smoke and had cigar-
ettes

¬

hit no matches And what was very much
worse for hlt he did not know the etiquette of
hcoccaxlon With cigarettes In hand he placed-
one In his mouth and then In politest terms
asked tho favor of a light from a gaucho who was
puffing a cigarette stub possibly a little more
Man n quarter Inch long to tar ho had done
veil The gaucho said with pleasure and

the Frenchman was soon puffing his cigarette
flrn he made a wcllnlgh fatal error Instead

tho worthless stub with thanks he-

roppnl It on tho floor Intending as he said
afterwards to ask LhelauchoLclohlm the favor
ot taking a fresh one have time
enough to oven open his mouth Dropping the
tub was an Insult It Implied that tho gaucho
had brn smoking a ton short stub Carambal
Thi irrnchman was hnple on a twelveInch
blade before ho know was to happen

Not only Is tho gaucho written down as a
desperado he IIs called the laziest of men and
In proof of this charge IIs cited the fact that ho
vlll Muldlo a horse and rule half a mile rather
than walk forty rods hut the truth Is that In
his peculiar field he wi work down any other
kind of man Uve horses and set him to
branding Ho will begin his days work
hyaldlnl the horse before tho peep of the

day of the year and then will drink n cup
of coffee mount and go to work Forseven boors
ho will gallop about the excited herd whlrlnlanti throwing the heavy rope downing ¬
tie with marvellous precision and then out of
the exuberance of his spirits gallop against the
stronger bulls as they flee from the hands of the
marker to send them rUnl over ant over In a
cloud of dust At the seven hours or so he
will want what he calls break tnta few 11101of boiled and roasted meat will suffice he
have a cnuplu of bulletlike loaves of brea tho
size of his 1st known herons gaUeta counts-
It a feast This eaten and a cigarette role he
mounts anti continues the work for seven houtmore Anti that IIs not an extraordinary day
either A ride of 100 miles In a day Is not
counted great by a gaucho while seventyfive
miles a day for a week during which three
camps wibmade without food or water IIs a
mater frequent occurrence In short the
gaucho does nny work that anybody can do on
a horse und he does tt In a Quantity and with a
good humor that are astonlshlli Attending to
cattlo Is nut hard sense that ditch
digging IIs hard but a cowbo s life IIs not one of
ease In either North or South America

Ilan Interesting fact that the Inflation of
Argentine currency which rrduce the value of
a paper dollarJ to IO cents gold not Increase
the number of dollars paid per month to tho
gaucho In other words the gaucho now gets
the same number of dolnrO to 80 per month
that ho used to get he goes to the
store to buy fancy saddle gear silverhandled
knives and bright goods for hl sweetheart he
finds the prices just four as high as they
used to be Ho In these days tho gaucho thinks
the world has lanwrong and he longs for a
revolution aud now legislators who will pass
laws to make money moro plentiful

The homo life of the gaucho of the pampas
can be duplicated on the plains of New Mexico
The walls of his house are almost Invariably
sundried blok of mud and the roof I a flat
layer of over brush supported on the
crooked trunkof willow trees usually found In
the valleys streams Fur the roof a thatch
of tho long pampa grass IIs common This Is
much better because It Is tight untlL rots
The mud roof leaks In time of rain badly that
tho family moves out of doors Fact Tho floor
IM the earth as the builder tountlt There may

btwo or three rooms but usually isufiice
Here the gaucho and his family and his mother-
or his wifes mother and a sister or two pass
their lives A tow skins of cattlo and panthers
anti deer will serve for a bwhen a blanket
has been thrown over A brazier may
sometimes be found ant on this water Is boiled
to make mat The foodmeat various kinds
only wi blel and rLe over the open
fire or a simple shelter In
the wet season There Is often no table and
chairs are scarce The food If on a table-
Is servrsimply heaped up on a or chh of some
kind and each one makes a grab at the heap
As often as otherwise each helps himself from
the pot or the roast as U hanes over the tire One

Jabhis fork Into a convenient spot of the roast
forks are common on the pAmpand with a

clever stroke of his big 1nlte cuts off
a slab of meat One end of slab Iflipped Into the mouth when an upward
stroke of the knife divides the slab leaving a
fairly convenient piece In the mouth Watch-
Ing a family of eight or ten men women and
children squattlngaround a lire simultaneously
flipping th ends of slabs of meat Into their
mouths andI with upward strokes of keenedged
knives cutting away the slab and leavlnl the
mouth full of the steaming roast whole
group talking and laughing continually mean ¬

tmethaL la one of the most Interesting If not
moat 1loalnl experiences of a journey In

tha Illpblk The traveller who vis-
its

¬

a gaucho PusL needs join In the
teat following the fashion of his host and It la
a fact that more than one tenderfoot has sliced
oft the tip of hU nose In an effort to cut off hits
mouthful of meat only

In his social and home life the gaucho 1as
ono would expect from what has ben sid an
affectionate husband aud father for the most of
the time with occasional outbursts of temper
when ho treats those dependent on him with
great cruelty Dancing Is the favorite amuse-
ment

¬

of the scxea when together and the gaucho
tIs then aud ateveyollorlunlln fact a most
persistent ialant uccostul one toNext to an Intrlluethe gaucho loves tgap ¬

ble with ply blllUrds He alto-
gether

¬

too excitable make a gambler to
compete with a coldblooded professional from

t ld f

the Ilocky Mountain mining ramps but he
nevertheless acquires great skiin the manipu-
lation

¬

of a deck of cards educates his
eyeuntil he can detect tho slightest marks on
the back of a card and so recognlro the hand of
an opponent Indeed cheating IH counted aa
market superior skill In playing any game of
cards Tho gaucho would lie greatly astonished
well angered If called a rascal fornicating
At convenient distances across the t 1mpiand at every railway station will be

gaucho saloon They aro mudwalled tints of
course but larger than tho homes of the gau-
cho

¬

Tho walls will bo found occupied with
various Oovernment ordinances rolaUnl to af-
fairs

¬

In the district and e tale ot
liquors With these will be great crude litho-
graphs

¬

representing events In thelast revolution
or some other fighting fcencs Mingled with
both ordinances and lithographs are the tiny
pictures that come with the packages of cigar-
ettes

¬

on sale everywhere Thirst cigarette
pictures are of n sort to make n
North American or even a North Amer-
ican

¬

manufacturer of cigarettes gap-
The painpasaloons 1but two kinds of drinkthat are reasonably pure rum and beer
beer IIs made In the suburb of Buenos Ayres
jullmcsand Outlines beer Is good The native
rum Is consumed In vast quantities by tho
Itaucho but It Is not popular with ranch owners
simply because tt Is cheap One would ns soon
expect to find Stock Exchange brokers working
tho growler after a days business as In oceu

PIpranch owner bring tint a bottle of rum
glasses of tho pnmpa saloon are pe-

culiar
¬

They are water tumblers In shapo and
outer dimensions while the capacity Is that of
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New York whiskey glasses Tho amount of
glass In one will make It weigh nearly half a
pound A more compact or better
missile for a saloon fight would bhard tohAp

Indlaucho etiquette as already intimated I a
mater demanding the closest study of the
stranger That the gaucho Iis hospitable and In
his way generous need not bo said The stranger
who enters a nampa saloon will basked to
drink without tal If he wishes to drink ho
should say 8 anl when ho has swalowe his
potion should ask the other fellow some-
thing

¬

Hut If he docs not wish to drink he neOnot do s provided ho knows how treuseThe correct form of refusal Is to say
Many thanks sir many thanks I have had

all that I wish to drink but will you not give me

u
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the pleasure of paying for the drinks for your-
self

¬

antiI the gentlemen your friends 7

To this the gaucho wilt reply by declining
with thanks and the matter IIs ended comfort-
ably

¬

It Is an offence to decline bluntly to drink
because In the gauchos mind such a refusal
could only come from ono who felt himself very
much abe the company assembled

one kind of a drink however which-
no ono should refuse without first as said In an ¬

other case getting tho drop with a good gun on

v
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the other fellow and that drink Is mat The
drinking of mats among the gauchos and
among Argentines for that matter U like tho
smoking of tho calumet among North American
Indians A small gourd Is nearly filled with the
powdered herb anti then boiling water Is
In to fill the cup This done Isilver tube

pure
strainer at tho bottom IIs kO Into the decoc
tlon and the drinker the liquid up
through the tube Now a soon as the ttea
has been sucked out the tea maker fills
the gourd once more with hot water and
passes I to tho next person In the group
and so The oneJurand the one tube must
serve for al the company It will try tho stom-
ach of Inexperienced traveller to take the
tub Into his mouth wet from tho lips of a

gaucho but he had better do It with
thank look happy It libeller to Puta Uo

tub the mouth that to receive a keen knife
blae In the belly And thoie are the horns of

dilemma often presented to the man wh-
ohltenlewslauclolln their native haunts Ami

althnl worst Insult possible to
a mouthpiece before taking It into the

mouth
Though Ignorant of books the gaucho Is a

ken observer of nature He iis a thinker
bright too If not a deep one Ills terms and
sayings ought to 0gathered into a book for the
Instruction as well as the amusement of lila
fellow man He calls the chase of the ostrich
the wild mirth of the desert The oanther Is

the friend of man because It hiss been knuun
to defend men from the attack of the moro
vicious jaguar and because IItofteu comes to
purr about solitary traveller on the pampnt as
a tame do Thecat mlKh rattlesnake i e
des not Pulazunla however Is the
bell snake Tho dragon fly Is the ton of the
southwest gale because that wind
as the pampero often brings c loudno1of
thes Insects There IIs a huge and
fierce spider on the hotter pampas that don
not hesitate to attack man a mOt repulsive
and fearsome being The gauchos have a weird
song In which they tell of an army of the c that
came to aUacl 1city anti although the men of t
the ought bravely all were routed
whelmed by the terrible fO il1 ij

The stranger In the region finds It difficult to
get within shooting of the baultulllakswan but the gauchos two or tbre iget to the lee of a flock and then charging on

i

them with wild shouts and screams scare the
birds ethat they ataken alive I

They say that hence know an Indian camp by
tf

1U smell when many learedown the wind

from and are the odor becauseIIn old days tho Indians were predatory
They gay that pampa deer kill Ivenomous snake
by running around It anti exhaling an odor from
the leg glands that eventually suffocates the
reptile Many people alcenot to believe any
of this class of < Ilorles Hut ever since

there were gauchos they have been urging the
stomachs of otrlehcanti after powdering the
stuff have ben tlkiDK It for disorders of the
stomach U Is only within late years that
pepsin Itins teen on sale among civilized people-

as a remedy for dyspepsia
The worst feature all thinK considered of

this character of tho Is his cruelty
to animals Cattle herlnl

Iauclo or growing on
tho ran n Is Inevitably blunt
Ing to tho finer feelings of the
tho Hlntes R In the Argentine It Is mall a

cruel business by law The law provides that
range cattle Hunt be branded anti branding-
Is Infamously vend Front branding rattle
to deliberately torturing them for the plea
lire of seeing their sufferings IIs but a step I
have known an Oxford graduate to skin A fox
allvcsn great IN the degrading Influence of
urnboy life Hut the gaucho doe not become
degraded In this respect ho Is born s Of the
gauchos religion a sentence wi suffice Ho
would be Insulted were ohe t him ho was
not a Chrlstlanmeanlng 1 Onthollcbut he
has not IT heard of thin Sermon on the Mount
anti 1s as Incapable of appreciating 11 do
trines ns a Yankee person who blove In the
foreordained damnation of hlmnn suls

Compared with North American cowboys we
find that there are more a great percentage of

nOM

range

rough riders among the gauchos The gauchos
seat Is moro careless In appearance but tt IIs

pertectyeur They do not practise 1many
fancy trlck such as titling In quadrilles but
they can hang over the side of a horse to escape
a bulfet or still hanl on to the hone yhen dead
They know not glories of n Stetson tint with
itt band of gold braid but solid silver saddle
horns and stirrups and plattlngs on saddle flaps
are their delight They have not that provident
ambltjon which turns cowboys Into bank ¬

ers and statesmen but they have a
hearty contempt for a shallow pate they
hate a horse thief and lynch him with fierce
glee anti they desplso tho man who kills with a
bullet rut one who In n coward and who misses
the most ecstatic thrill of delight that ccmes to
a man hunterthe delight of feeling tho thrust-
of tho knife that cleaves thou Ictlms heart
They may bsavages but they are not animals
They laugh anti sing dance nnd 11rgamble
and drink race anti flht work endure
anSI FO long as they ra loan their horses
wi long to use their own figurative expres-
sion

¬

as they do not lose their feet they never
A 01 Ant t fi R0 Dvuvn nu

the mcntlcn
Among the great variety of books In South

America now accessible readers of English
the majority refer in ono way or another to the
Argentine Republic partly bcaut It Is 1 lead-
ing

¬

nation there but chiefly because Buenos
ArC Iis aIts people cay the Athens of
South America Nearly all theso books have
been written by Englishmen and It IIs to Enllish writers that Americans commonly lokwith confidence for Information about many
other things and in many other matters than
those of geography Dccause of this tendency-
and trustfulness of American readers I think I
cannot do better In concluding this sketch of
Argentine gauchos than to quote a sentence
from a work entitled Argentine Patagonian

1
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and Chilian Sketches by Mr C E Akers He
says page 115

The native gaucho to IIs not a very highly
Interesting Individual JOHN R SPEARS

TVtlfiirA FItKtK KtrrEV
It Ha Just as Slany Jr m Iel med IsHer ipcrlul Pride

Vow IA f San inacpoo rarnfiur
The corner of Fourth and Howard streets has-

a freak William Knsberirs Halite which same
Is a luchprl7O tabby catof the ordinary black

strlpol variety 1 the mamma of a
kitten which will bhandlcnllleIn her strug
kles through life aie bone In theregular complement of feet and legs commonly
assigned to rain As If L compensate In somedegree for this lack of comletol nature hassignal the wee kitty etra ear as

It U tho right tort leg that Is missing and thethird ear attached to the left side of the kittys
crown seeming to bo an ofshot or ofbrnlclthe regular tar on that 111 Is
now 1month old aDIIIs the pet and pride of hermother who has been rather an Indifferent par

progeny The three hittersKiSS Jr comprised three antiformed and with
setsrllhlniof

to lltllUllh them
kittens

from any otherh soon athey were old enough to rare for themeelsI or as long as Kluberi1would ted them hallle car d nothing
employees
for themanti dlesrdat thembl entirely a 1 Mioli 51 IioIsiIf rAlll Jr was atone In her etitfy to thiswitrid isnI lie motherr themallteti greatest

oleltlde for ler Al dOl no matttight noslll nd the littlefreItantI tIio men
log thu whllanltet ilisresiwit 1 lurlawlh DCbavebcencarsgety and clawed llhat
regularniobJcUul to any ute petting her baby IIa

isa auth herrllctul objection reUlly 111 she thinks tba IIru isIntenied tlIdpl i mite
I aNa to appreciate that smething Iis latkig her conuiwltlon lpuzzlcil II nnd is muchscum net a tumblu fruitthe leg that is punt thre On such> relhll on

lierrlhel ojt with her shoulder Joint apparently116urh ltf the rxteusioii that lloiuliil tie theretimes liu is us ttluoutctl aua playfulainr kitten aTheI flrs Joint ot the missing toInlde of the skiii hit it dues leI APlait b
au
least sy when Slle Jr thruII1t forward lu-

of
elidstuor lu fU iilerthrcifcijnnrnii I Arrangement kitten has H peculiar gaitdeeloP running orItntting two IWfvct hind legs antiHopping with the other As x imuence ofIextra work the loft fiiru Ileg IIs much better dteloped than any of the others when SallleJr antUSeS it prop In sit MkAI up lobmol lt a thepll-

ULr
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KNOWLEDGE
comfort and Improvement ants

ti DrlnJ pcrtonnl enjoyment when
tightly used The many who live bet-
ter

¬

than othersand enjoy life more with
less expenditure by more promptly
adapting the worlds best products to
the needs of physical being w1 fittest
tho value to health of the liquid
laxative principles embraced in the
remedy Syrup of Figs

exce Icnce is due to lie presenting
in tho form most nrcrptnhlo and pica
ant to tho taste the refreshing truly
beneficial properties of n perfect lax
ativo effectually cleansing tho system
dispelling colds headaches and fevers
and permanently curing constipation
It has given satisfaction 1millions and
mot with the approval tho medical
profession bcamI acta on the Kid
noyg Liver without weak
cuing them and it ia perfectly free from
everobjectionable substance

of Flgis for sale by all drug
guts in COc bottles but it is maufacturcd by tho California Fig Syrup
Coonlywhoeo name lis printon every
package also the name of Figs
and being well Informed you will not
apt any substitute i oflercd

h Sick SisterILet me tell you something
IFor years I have been

almost a constant sufferer
from female trouble in all its
dreadful forms

J f iN-

Hy

pains
Shooting

all-

overJ l my I

t body side

i A heacachc
spln

weakness
t faintness

dizziness
Mi IARfl wAMpi depression

and everything that washorrid
a I tried manydoctoTS in dif

ferent parts of the U S but
Lydia E Pinkhnnfs Vegeta
ble Compound has done more
for me than all the doctorsI I feel it my duty to tell
you these facts that you alsc
may be cured My heart is
full of gratitude to Mrs Pink
ham Mrs Harriet Vainpier 507 Kasota Block Min-
neapolis

¬

Minn
Mrs Pinkhams Compound

is the one unfailing remedy
for these troubleI

S
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GEN CLAYS ito usir AND union
All the Nemcpaper Picture of tle Girl Arm

aket ailmpie of
fvn the OcTurftrsTournaZ

After tolling abut his marriage tDora Rich-
ardson Ion M Clay took me through-
his vast house Ho was talking all tho time hot
In a rambling way as one would expect from st
man of his advanced but he told In a mostae
entrtlnlnl manner about how ho had built

a cost of nearly one hundred thou-
sand

¬

loIAr and how he lied constructed It
no that was more of a fort than a residence
Hero itithe way he told the story of housethl
antI Its valuable contents

This house Is the best built residence la
America IU foundation Is on the solid mkwere all and the waselectmade with lime than Isusually
nut In builders mortar As n result not a par-
ticle

¬

of mortar has been wanhed from between
tha bricks by the rains that havo beaten against
them and It IH so hard today that you cannot
stick a knife blade Into It You see there Is no
wood except the window frames that could be
set on fire A storming party might burn the
window frames out but It would 1m almost im-
possible

¬

to destroy thin house bv it re-
Yes the ceilings are remarkably high Thisdrawing room U one of the ilargest In America

and very few In Europe can compare to It In
grandeur anti beanty Here Is a picture ofAlexander who died a short time ago This Is
his wife Ihey gave mo theso pictures the day
they were married Here Is an autograph note
In tills frame from them In which they beg me
tn accept the picture Opposite to those pic-
tures

¬
which us you see are steel engravings

I hail a splendid lifesize oil portrait of tho
dead Emperor painted by one of the best
artists In Kussfa but I sent It to a friend
In Missouri and Jn tin stead f hung thatpicture my boy CasMus who helped me inmy light at Koxtown He was only 14 years oldthen and died before reaching man s estate
You can see ho was a handsome manly fellow
This picture of a turnlnude woman was given tome when I was In Hussla and U by one of their
most noted artists whose name I cannot recallThey tell you the Russians are all barbariansbut I think they are true children of natureTheir art shows that

Now come lull this room and I will showyou my cannon This is one of the two cannon Ihad made In Lexington with which to defendthe ofllce of the True American The other one
I gave to a friend of mine who was Secretary ofthe Navy You see It Is made of brass It Iisnearly three feet long and has n bore of onoanti a quarter inches tiuppose I was to shoot
111150 a mob with that loaded with this new ex-
plosive why It would tear them all to pieces Itwould wipe them off the face of the earth Why
did I build my house and fortify it thisway To protect myself from the KuKlux Thinantislavery men had many enemies immedi-ately

¬
after this war and of course I had morothan my share of then They formed them-

selves
¬

Into an organization known as the KuKliixKlan and I suppose they would havehanged me had I not been so well fortifiedagainst them
After we lied had talked at length about hlhpusv anti home I asked him If I could not seehis young bride His face darkened up instantlyanti he replied No she Is not dressed to hoseen Her hair Is not fixed in the fashionableway You see she lisa no mother nobody to lizher up like other girls are fixed
I then told him I would lit glad to get n pictureof himself anti one of his bride He replied thathe would give me n picture of himself whichwas taken In IHO1 but which by the way doesnot look anything like he does now I tnld himthat tearing ho hail no picture of himself antiwife Iliad brought a photographer along totake them but he refused point blank to allowhis wlfu to sit for her picture anti also declinedagain to let me ace her

i4hii never hail 11 picture taken continuedthe Colonel and 1 will not allow her to haveone taken until site It flied up with nice clothesami her hair Is properly dressedThis statement of course shows that thealleged picture of thin girl which has appearedIn print was not her likeness at all In realItythe picture which has done duty for Gen Claysyoung bride Is the likeness of a Lexingtonyoung woman Instead of having short hairns the published picture gives her she has veryloni hair
I was sitting some distance from the fireplaceIn this Oencrals library and front where I sat Isaw this girl come Into the dining room adjoin ¬log and arrange the luncheon on the table Ilent a good view of tier and am therefore en ¬shied to give a pretty fair description of herappearance She worn what appeared to be ablack rallco dress Khe hal on a work apronand appeared to be Intent upon her work Hhihiss a very heavy suit of black hair which wasplaited und hung down her back to her waistthue 1 below tIn medium height and lis ratherstocklly built Her fare while not ugly Is farfrom being beautiful liar Intensely black eyeset deep In her head her cheek bones ate promi ¬nent her mouth Is fairly pretty but her wholeappearance indicates the ordinary mountaingirl Khe ha very little education and is altogcther rustic In her appearance and manners


