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SHEEP IN PATAGONIA,

Ranohmen to Whom Fortune
Has Oome Qulokly.

GREAT PROFITS CLAIMED,

A Boom Ian Sheep Farming Jost
Under Pavorable Conditions.

Now

Bome Suesconfml Meon Btartsd with Caplin!
aad Bems Dida't-Thres Mhipwreched
PMailors em the Mosd to Fortnne -Mard
Work Required and Mardskips to Ra
Eadured-Eslimatenalthe Cont, Exprancs,
aad Profiis of a Ranch-FPaculinr Favor.
akls Clrenmats That 4 Nomwt -
Faselantion of the WilA Lifs on the Plalun,

Patagonia I8 just now enjoying & boom In
shesp. Novellsts who want to looate the for.

gotten anols who has becoms rich and diesin

the nlek of tima to leavs his money where it will
o the moat good should not ovarlook Datagonia,
Anstralla ae & place for making a fortuna in
sheep qulckly has bocome nbsalete, while Pata-
gonla s just now coming to the front with most
remarkable strides. At the port of Gallegos, an
Tun Bux has told, T had & long conversation
with Fdelmiro Mayer, Governor of the Paia-
gonlan territory of Hanta Crue. The greater
part of this talk was devoted to the alieop buals
ness, the one productive industry of the reglon
fhat now pays a profit to all having eapital in
L Of the stories that hie told & few will serve as
mmples (liostrating the growth of the sheep
buainess in this new country.

John Hamilton and James Saunders, Rritlsh
#ubjects, went to Patagonia in 1885, arriving
thers with £500 each and a thorough knowl-
odge of the sheep buniness, They booght some
land and rented some more from the Govern-
ment and expended the reat of thelr money In w
fBook of shieep, nniting thelr funds as partners,
An time went on, and they were able to sell
wool, they invested thelr gains in mors sheep
and more land. In the season of IRGS they
sheared 42,000 sheep and were the owners of
fAfty-elght sqnare leaguea of Iand, of which
twenty leagues were pald for in full and the
mortenge ofi the rest waslhn such shispe as to
give them no uneasiness, By the estimate of
Gav, Mayer the sale of the wool from the 42,000
ahoap Lo 1804 pald the owners Just $42,000 gold
eloan profit above nil the expenses,

Another Englishtman—~I hiave lost his name—
wont Lo Patagonin In 1850 with no capltal save
his knowledge of the sheep business and & good
reputation. Having abundant testimonials as

thenp are mors sanilly stolan than cattle.”

" Are you ever tronbled with dronght 1

" Not In senthern Patagonin, This conntry Is
reRlly & desere, and got 1t In well watared: by
whish T menn that thers are plenty of Inkes
andd springs south of (he Gallegos, althoagh the
relon hetwaen hess waters |s slther very ke
A shinglo beach or n rock.strawn waste.”

In Tunia Arenas everybody seemed alln and
willlng 1o thik about sheep, Meh who awned
inrgn hepls wern in all cases enthusiastle oyver
tha present outlonk of the business, bnt thele
fignres wora A (rifla Tegs Bosining than those of
Giov, Mayer, Thus one man who was
manager for & Freneh eompany ovwning
something over 100,000  sheep, wilth the

franes an every hond clear of all expennes frim
the #nle af wool mlone. The lncréase of tha
Inrbin avsraged nbout 10 pey eent, of the awes,
And this wos an additlonal profil,. Wien 10l
LHAL eatimates made up the eoast callsd for 100
por cont, neresas he replicd that that eni'l Tn
had aniy where labor was abundant enbuegh 19
earo for tho lambs when Arst drapped, The lamh
At birth does not know anything—=nuot even
Ita own mother. BEran on Anding her by
acoident it does not know wiiere to get Its
natnral  nourishment, but & asn  likely
to suckle a look of wool as the teat. Such lelp-
lenn belngs need great eare, though after & wesk
or ao they requirs no morsattantion. The long.
wooled varistion of shieep are in favor there.
A common ews will welgh from 100 ra w0
pounds in tha fall. The lowest average of
wool sheared 18 sald to be 7 ponndas per shewp.
A printed table of statistion which the mannger
carried shinwad that the averags yield In 1850 In
all the Argentins was 4.4 pounds, whils that of
the United States was exactly that of the loweat
yield of his flock—7 pounde.  His range was
conaidered poorer than the averages, but {1 had

necennary Dotaen, Kald that they mades thres |

lngs. With this for & starting polnt you have;
New l-—nﬂnsq_ sny ¥in m
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braed to grow at this tims, They will cost 0
shlllings per head, and the eattie say 11 ahil-
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Thisis s profit of alittle over elaven par cent
on the crplial Invested, nfter nllowing lnrge
wnpn for repalirs and sdditional foncing, e
tnfrs would Linve to e made every year, but aot
toomo grent an extent ae that estimated on the

average rauch of two sauare Ivagunes. Mean-
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THE HOME UF THE MANAOGER OF A RANOR wiTn 100,000 SUEFP, PATAGONTA.

to his charscter and qualiffiontions he got sheep
and the use of lnnd on eredit; & capitalist waa
found to grub stake him. as the miners say. In
1893 this man sold out his accumulations for
£26,000 and with his wife aud children went
back to England to llve Ukealord. 1t Is &
carions fact that will be elaborated further on
that this family returned to Gallegos early In
1804, bought for cash elght leagues of Jand, and
stocked It with sheep, They are there now, and
they will never again leave Patagonia save for
brief Intervals,

Teaw a man at Gallegos who had gone there
to work se a carpenter. He did not have $10
when he arrived ~In fuct e went thers in the
steerage of one of the Government transports,
He had been lu Gallegos lesa than thres years,
and he had a family to support out of his earn-
Ings meantima, Nevertheless e was the owner
of 1,000 sheep, of which two-thirds were ewes,
In the ordinary course, ks matters run, he will
be s man of Independent Income in five years,

There are thres sallors I the country whe,
within Ove years, wers wrecked on the cosst
and landed with nothing but the clotheson thele
backs. A good many sillors hiave been wrecked
thera at one tituo and another, because the
marine lnsuranco companies can never prove
fraud so far away (rom civilized parts, About
all theas wrecked crows go to Punta Arenas, the
wold diggings, or tho doga, but the threq meon-
tloned went to work on sheep ranches, and now
bave several thonsand sheop each,

“Aud kow many men have gone intn the
sheop business and fuiled 1™ saldl I, whisn Gav,
Nayoer bad told of thess things.

* Not one."

* Have any big companioes tried it 1

* Yes, down on the Chill territory.

* Have nny of them falled ¥

" Not yet. On the contrary, all hava pald Lig
dlvidends, but, of course, A comprny muy be
made to fail by Its manager, Ths L “# o the
hands of Individuals of moderste meana is just
now the best In the world. It s better than 100
per cent.

* Fanould think everyhody In Ruenos Ayres,
Valparalso, lLondon, and every other money
ocantre dealing with this reglon would be rush-
ing Into it, then."

“The country s filing up rapldly, bnt of
course capitalists mre generally ahy of & businesa
that offers such blg dividends, Hesldes, one
muat lears the slieep business {f he would get
rich at It even here,"”

“How much land remains now for the capltal-
st to bay 1

“In Banta Cruz territory theres are to be had

2,800 square leagues of strictly first-class land,
It wlll earry more than 1,000 sheep per ledgue
and It is held by the Government at from $2.500
0 83,000 gold per league, acoording to location,
You can find about 12,000 square leagues more
of falr land that can be had st prices consider.
ably leas. It would perhaps prove a better in-
vestment In the lung run. The territory hins
about 12,000 leagnes of worthiess land -
lava beds, &c., utterly barres- almost too poar
0 suUpport & guanacs,
B Of course a very poor man cannot huy even
& single league of good land, and he doesn't
meed to buy, Opneocught 1o have same capltal
with which ¢ by sheep, but the land can be
vented for periods of, say, len yeams, subject to
purchase at a stated price. [f one can ralse the
money for the sheep, the land need not wrouble
him. The rentalof the best land ls but §20,
wold, per year for a league.”

* What Is the cast of sheep now toa man who
would lavest 1

" From 82 10 82,60 gold per ewe, Rams cost
from £2 cach up to any price you want to pay
for fancy stock. The ordinary ram at £7 is the
one to buy now.'

“Then, for a falr begloning, how much capital
should & man have ™

* Five thousand dolisrs guld."

“ But how did the sallors, with nelther capital
nor & knowledge of the business, get on ¥

“They accumulated bolh by hard work, and
it can still be done readily. The sheep owners

arealwaye glad to bire sober youug men who |

are ambitious to learn the business aud williug
0 sndure the locident bardabips. Thelr torms
Are Lok very sitractive perbaps. The learner
slgns & contract to work tor fung years. The
first yoar he gots no wages In casli. Iiia food
and shophgrd’s outft are supplled, but he must
clothe himsell. The nest year he will recelve
from £3 to £3 per month, and the Isst year from
£4 L £5 » month, according to his abllity. He

must bu a first-class man to get £3, however. |

Meantime, If ha has iy capital, he can
Eeep a4 many shesp of hia own as be
waia, AR o exveesd  LUUD s Legin

witd, Thems Le may pasture op the owoer's
basd, and thie owaer furnishes ths rame w0 Tun
with thew, Iie way also keop tha lucresse aof
Lhis ook of alissp on the ewuer's raoge, 80 that
Bithe ead of Lis four years' apjreaticeship Ly
Bot anly may Lave Lis espearience. b ot he atiould
have pot less thwn 7,000 Lead of shevp. That,
of coutes, b fur the 5 uulh with cagilal o siant
with, With 8o capital e would get vi but
slowly, far bls wages will ol buy 1any sbesp,”

s the United States the pres e of youag
Ml sl Clacs b Leviige cwaers of hords very
wlten seg. vy ta Jdaplete ibe hidivgss of thos
whoare oo, Palinia"sald I, ™ | o ps
o LAl med gt conlims L4« . 2
ot aud pe-uars full grown snimas  Are you
o abled s ln Paisgoula

“Neot yol We bave road sbout yous rustlors,

sustained two aheep to the hectare—one sheep |
on anacre and a quarter of the range.

The great difloulty that owners of large herds
had in making profita, he said, was in finding
Inborers competent to do the work, The Scotoh-
men stood at the head of all In efliciency.
After them camo natives of Uruguay and Chili,
and, last of all, the Argantines, Citizens of the
United States were never seen there, Itallans
wers numerous enough in the ports, but they
did not take kindly to thesolitary life on the
ranch. The Chillana, if treated with great
conrtesy, were very falr men, but the Argen.
tines would take offetice when none was In-
tended, When the Chilian was offended he
would leave the ranch at once, very often withs |
out stopping to collect his pay. The Argentine
would first stlek o knlfe Into the offending per-
son and then lenve. The Beotchmon attended
to business duy and night and never made any
trouble, but at the end of threo or four years he
wan off to care for & herd of his own,

The ona dlsense to which Patagonia sheep are
liable is the scab. Thisis kept under by dipping
them fn various kinds of baths, the expense for
the bath running from §40 to $00 gold per yuar
for every 1,000 shevp. The next greatest ox-
pense (s for the Killing of panthers, A common
night’s work of a panthor Is the killing of sheep
to the value of 100 gold, Every shepherd,
therefore, carrles a carbine, and must be sup-
plied with all the cartridges ho wants, Thess
rifles sl for less money in Punta Arenas stores
than In New York gun shops, but the annual
expense for rifles and cartridges on some ranches
runa up to hundreds of dollars,

Foxes and n species of wildeat make havoo
with the young lambs, and so these must be exter-
minated, too, What with huntiug down ver-
min and looking after the sheep to keop them
on the range and to dip them for the scab, the
French manager had to employ & man for every
2,600 sbheep in his flock., On the whole, hin
flocks, numbering o Lttle over 100,000 sheep,
cost thie company 200,000 francs per vear, while
the sale of the lant clip yielded 800,000 francs,
and the price was not bigh., In his Judgment it
would be a vory poor business man who, afier

time the flocks have been Improved by Judiclons
culling. It will be observed, when comparing
thess figures with those of a Patagonlan sheep
herder, that the working expenses are put at
thirty-five par cent, of the gross Income in the
Buenoa Ayres ranch, while In Patagonin the
expensa  was apparently forty per cent.
But, na n matter of fuct, In proportion
to the number of sheep, the Patagonian expense
s much lesa than that In the Stata of Huenos
Ayres. Toputit In Awmerlean gold, the annual
expense per sheep In Patngonia ls about 40 cents,
while in Duenos Ayres it is about 50 cents. The
Pataganian rench does not eount any Income
from the sale of wethers or culls or csttle, but
the clip averages two pounda per bead more,
and this more than makes up for the lack of a
warket for eatile nnd culls. Then, too, the cost
of land In Patagonin, or, if it is leased, the an-
nual reutal, s but & trifle when one
conslders the cost of land In the State of
Ituenos Ayres. Further than that the I'ata-
gonian men do not now pay s cent s year for
fencing or repalvs, and scarcely mnything for
bulidings or yards, Corrals most indeed be
bullt in connection with the plant for dipping
the ehecp for the scab, but a fow spools of wire
and a fow good posts for corners serve every
purpose at vresent. The crooked littlo trunks
of the Patagonian sage bush are used to il in the
wires between +the posts, so that the corral
fence at present Is really a mat made of three
or four wires filled with twigs,

On the whole the grent profitsa of the Pata-
gonlan shieep owner wro nowdue to the small ax-
pensn of managing sheep, and the exponss ia
small because the range is wide and uncrowded,
Every pracileal sheep man knows how rapid'y
these conditions must change as the range fills
up, and the resders who saw the cattle business
gv to rmmsh in the free range reglons of the
United Stiates can easily guess what will happen
to the alieep men of Fatagonin if the range thare
is overstocked, especially wlhen it Is remein.
Lered that the present bigli profits load to mstip-
shiod method of conducting the business,

In connsetion with the profits of the sheep fo-
dustry must be mentloned the effect of rag

| starting with & good ootfit and 1.000 ewes on
tha Patagonin range, il not attain an income |
of $20,000 gulil & year st the end of Len ycars,
This being the moat conservative estimste nf
the profits of sheep growing in Patagonia, the
picture s & whale s cortalnly enchnnting. It
will probably remind some of Tur Sex's read-
| ern It the Southwest af the days. samethilog like
| twenty years ago, when tho jrofite of the cattle
btislions In Texas, New Mexlon, Uklaboma, snid
| oher gross-atd-water conuntrios were setting
| peaple wild, These readers saw great mansions |
bullt and furnished in & style to make mer-
chants smile aud artists weep— bullt out of the |
profts lu cattle,  They saw men go loto the eatl- |
|
|
|

tle Lusiness one day with no eapital but s
broad-brimmed Lt and the next, s Lo apeak,
saw them draw eeriifled chiocks for tens of
thousauds of dollars. Patagonls sheep are
wow Just where Texas cattle were when the |
owners began o reach out for the green botlom
Iande of the Arkansas und the Platte, the San |
Augunstine plalus of Neow Mosion and the Ko |
Grande valley of Colorade  But becanse Lthe
leaders in the sheep Busing +a mre bhard . lieaded |
Seotwbmon the Patagonin biom shows s such
crasy doluges aa churactecized the eattle husl
ness, Hales of catile herds by Louk secounis st
20 por hoad were not nukvown o Teans, The
purchaser of the Patagouin luck of sheep pays
froe §2 0 $2.50 gold pur bvad count; i,
Nevertheluss, it is oot in the usture of any
busines to pay 140 per cent or wore profit per |
anuvn for any length of thwe, | do pot doubt
the dgures of wither the manager of 1he Freach
Chmpany or Gov. Mayer, but the conditions are
now of 8 kind that canuot last. Jt s thersfore
waorth connidering what the sheep owners in the
well-setiled parts of the Argeotine are doing.
The follewing Ggures are furiiabhed by Mr. Her-
bert Gibson, & pative of the ntale of Buends
Arres, though of Buglinh descent. ool Lho bast

kuown stisap beesders of the country. [le sagye:

“Two square leagues, or sey 13657 scres of
land. cepable of carrying 14,000 ghesp, 1600
velthe, agd il horses wol muares. can Ge ouir
vhaseld Bt SOl ngn » I LT M Pe Aives
b g g Ly eabany b 8 3 e Xl
Saue Frpairs, of oo oow AL MEARLLe Sldmmanng
fencing must b bo'l to et 1l naikiiges of Lhe

| B peuprietan. | We Wikl suppoee st Use shoup |

A PATALONIA SNEPHERL'S KUCHEYS

money on the prosperity of the slicep uwner.
In both Argetitina and Chill the nattonal
money was at 8o great A discoant when | was
ere that & gold dollar would bay from
B o § 4 puper, neconding to (e fuetuations
of the murket,  Becnuse of this depressed cons
dition of the currency, both countries had abaut
the chenpest labor to Lo foupd suywhere, Thnt
s to wiy, when the ctrrency was lofated and
i» alillity to purchiase gold fell there was Mitle,
if any, tncrease in the number of dollars gald o
runch hands per moutl, Now the slieep swier
wolls and continues to seil hils wool in Furope fur
goll. He exchangos as muoch of this gold as hn
must for paper with which to pay hils men; but
because the paper dollar luis b cunio worth only
27 or UN cenis in gold be can now puy off lis
men with less than  onethied myoh
Rold as was furmerly equired. So far as tood
s concerned, the workmen sre unafertod, for
they et noilitog Lot weat sud  ground poot
catled farine, with Paraguay tes todrink, bit for
their clothes they must pay four Liies as mich
o furmorly, bocause about wll the clinth of the
rvglon codaue In The fall in the cup-
ency
bdvintiiage to the rasch uwners, and Lhey will
#outly tesdsl sy sttompt topnt it on & par with

n Europe

s licap mnney lias b

Wobd, They da not waat 10 depressed further,
however, loab Lhore arise s pressurs o higher
wages Eversthing b Just rlght for the Yata-

putilan ranchiman vow, aad so bung s thoro is
L0 war Lstween Argontios and CLlil ever the
boundary hv wiidl svmaln enntent,

The bumes urd thie hosoe Hfe of the slipnp
owners 8 sl benders are well worth de-
scriledng in s what has bheen sain
of the et prolis the caroiul sed Indasts
OWnReTs Bty waake. ] veritesd wbe of the Lest
rapekes in the terrttony of Satta Crazs It was
Ircated thirve miles beluw Banba Ciue city, sl
Way e property of bwo brothers of Eoglish

Bne cEegs witl

Lisod, thwveh ther were burn bo the Falkland
Pelanils v Falk s belng full of ahevp
and fo wore | !t B Rand s hatrs, these broghis
e Lok Lamr Fatare @bl wailk oner o
Vata_wlg, i 1 1= Blabigwe wlel
1 el . vo el o EUb B
Valiay e ruBcbp g Lha { Ll mauls L Tus
No wsiter bow dry Wb scanon, thepefuce, baey

ware niie of gress fur el Sucka, cad no mad-

——

But have had no experiencs with them, (hough | are Lincoln arcesss, probably the most profitabls | ter how severs the bilesards of winter, sheep

contd find yianty of shelter under the hills and
steep banks and in the les of the clumps of
brash that grow on low ground. Tha brosh,
tan, wan in sufMcient quantity and of & siee to
werve uf foel and for buflding coreals. Tt was as
good a loeation as one sould aak for.

On the tongue of moderatsly bhigh ground
whore the two valleys united to snter that of
tha Santa Crus they bhailt their house. 1t was s
mansion for that country. The walls wers of
veriteal bonrds battened with thin strips, and
tha roof was of corrugated fron. This stractare
was divided by wooden partitions Into four com.
fortable rouma, of which two contained two
bodn each, one was & general living room and
kitobon rombined, and the fonrth was s store
room. ALl bt the last had good wooden floorm,
Thore was & good wrought.lron cocok stove in
themain room, and & table and chalrs that
hnd come from a furniture factory, The beds,
ton,  wers  of factory make, and there
wern shoots an woll oa blankets on them,
There were & faw photographs on  the
walls — portralts of relatives and friends -
and sverywhern & profusion of grocery and to-
bacto store lithographs, All thess things conld
be scon whitt the doors were closed because there
were windows with glass In them and the glass
wis kept olean. Thers was a broom In the
cortinr, and the floor showed that it waa used
regnlnriy,  In short, here was & hiouse that was
tent nnd comlortnble,

1 ate dinner with the irothers. We had mut-
tan roastod over o ontdoor fhee—1hie boat kind
o romst—with fresh-baked bread, Yankes hard
thek, and coffen with granuiated sugar and
Yunkes condensed milk in It. Knowing some-
thing of ranch life as it ls ordinarily found in
Fatagoning, I anid toone of the brothers:

“1 do nut bolleve there {8 a sheep man In

Patigonintlint llyes more comfortalily than you® |
“We havs about |

1 faney not” he sald,
everthing that we waut, and do not mesn to

" starve for the sake of saving slzpence extra”

Iherear an employee who bhad been a sallor
and had turoed shepbiord with good success,
rolled his eyos expressively toward m bright-
eolorsd lithograph on the wall above the table,
This pleture showed a pretty girl leaning over &

| farmynrd gate In & way to show her well-

routled form to sdyantage, while her akiria
wore o short that she was at least In no danger
of tripping on them when she walked., Jack's
gaie Hugered on the fale form for & minuts, and
tuen he sald

“We have everything that the soul eonld long
for, except soclety. Yon can't get the kind of &
wife you want to coms to thia country.”™

“I've heard,” sald I, " iLhat the Tehuslohe
girls nre pretty and coquettish In their man.
ners and not at All averse to marrylng stalwart
young white men."

“Thnt's no,” sald Jack. 1 know. I tried it
I gave an old buck slx horses for his daughter,
nnd she was the prettiest one In the whoie
tribe. We ware married Tehuelche {mshion.
They killed and ate half the horses | gave
for her. and made & dance, and the med|-
cine man shook his ratties over us and put
charms around our necks to keep the devils off,
That was the swelleat Patagonia wedding of
the year, I'll lay five pounds. Bo we set up
bousckouplng. Then the old buck and the
mother and the grandmother, and the sainters of
the grandmother, and the brothers and sisters
of the buck and of the mother—Lord! The
whole tribe came to visltus, It took ten sheep
or ahorse & day to supply them with grub, I
stord [t for & month and then I got & divorce."

“That's an Interesting incident. How did
you manage the divorce business 1™

*Took my Winohester and run the damned
outfit to the other side of the Cordilloras.”

Somuch for tlie ranch of Messrs, James Betta
& Hrother, Here ln tse description of another
a8 furnishied by Mr. O, E, Ackers, an Engllsh-
man who Las travelled over a considerable part
of Patagonin:

** The headquarters are located in a house that
s fourteen feet rquars, bullt of stone and mud,
The flvor conslsis of the ground In the condition
that nature placed It there. The roof is almost
fiat and made of boughe of ahirnba on the top of
which are plled up some slx loches of mud'
Through this covering the rain comes pouring
down in wet weather to such an extent that the
dwellers generally leave (t, because, as they say,
they find it dryer outaide. Thatls to say, they
wo to such shelter as is afforded by two thin
calico tents,

“The furniture Ia in keeping with the bulld-
Ing. 1t conslsts of & plank to do duty for &
talile, another one aa s bench, and two or three
emply boxes to take the place of chalra. In the
carners are some piles of very dirty old bags,
over which are thrown some guansco akins.

Theso form general lounges by day and beds |

and bedding by night. Against one wall a
board Is Axed to act as & shelf. Ita chief sup-
port [s a strap of rawhide ranning to the roof.
On this may be found s varled assortment of
bits of ment, grease, candles, Paragusy tea,
sugar, salt, tobacen, tools—In fact, It is & cateh-
all for everything in the establishment,

" The food served consista of meat, sither bofled

| or roasted before the fire, some farine (which

| Bgualid,

uf the greatess

|

more closely resembles sawdust than anything
else), and to follow the repast some Paraguay
tea. The number of plates is five, all of tin.,
There are four forks; to cut up the meat each
man uses his shoath knife. Four tin cops and &
kettlo complete the dinner service. Tocomplete
the genernl effect there (s always an appearance
nand atmosphersof dirt over both house and food
from which the most careless cottager in Eng-
land would shriok in blank dismay.

*“Itwasin the shearing season when I made
my sequalntuoce with thls ranch, and when
meal time came round It brought Into the house
the superintendent, his asalstant, and two fore-
wen, fresh from the sheep yards. They were
conted with dlst and gresse from head to foot,
and thelr hands and clothes were plontifully
bespatiered with blood. Waahlog was & luzury
they seldom Indulged In, and they sat down to
gnaw and tear at thelr food like so many wild
beusts; and yeot all these men had, more or less,
boen brought up among elvilized surroundings,
aud had slmply degeserated into thelr present
mode of 1ife from force of long babit,

"The bauds working at the shearing were
yrincipally Indlans,
bave of any kiud of work except live stock s of
the most limited description, and the way they
shiesy kheep would drive an Australlan squatter
out of bissetiics, They Arsttie down the animal
aud then cul and slash it about as IF determined
Lo take off as much hide as wool, In Patagonis
it Is necossary (o employ these men, because
not enough Europeans can be found tu face the
privations of life in the far south,™

I saw hall & dusen sheep men togother in Gal-
legom. They hnd come to the settloment partly on
Lusiness and partly for the pleasures of soclety,
With s doaen villagers they wers seated at &
larigw table In the dining room of ooe of the
hotels. A huge kerosens lamp overhead
allonded falr light—enough at least, to show
Lt the crowd was ubabiaved, unwashed, and
Each man had siumbler at his elbow,
A fat, ruund bottle that held abous s gallon of
Clarvt was passed along at frequent intervals to
keep e tumblers full. All but one man wers
deinling wine, The esception was an Eoglish-
wan, and ha ook whiskey, Half the crowd
wore play ing cards, and Lhers were kernals of
eorp lu little heaps as chips before each player,

"This is » great game,” sald Mz, Willlam
Clark, formwerly of Salem, Mase, & ranchman,
who wcted as wy guide. * You play it eb? Of
codrse yul do,  Why, man, they've naly cors

fur chips, but they are winning and losing » |

hundred dollars aoud more every §nwe."
Tu Judge fram their dress Lhey couldn'y
alund Lo lose Aty conts,™

TOf vourse Ly couldn'y, but they're rich—
mist ol thein.  Esch red kernel ls & dollar chip,
el wh @ one tweniy-five cests. This la s
groat cuuniry."™

ot e e that old fellow with o ragged shirt
8L the buead of the watile ooo of the rich ones I

“hou i be 6 Hagged, eh? Well, rather,
buk Le's the proprietws of this botel sad owos
Len thoynaud sheop besides.”

“Awd the swarthy old pirate alongside with
the big heap of reds ~whe's he 2
Vou call bl & puate ¢ How did you god it
PoTkabs just what be s He lear me s
Hundovd fod lung ago sl obarged e Lwo por
ElE, & Sebuth, He's the Uovernuseot black-
Sk, He gels suly B0 & mouih, bub be bas
busdoods of dollass losned oul od Vue juw senb

-1

The knuwledge these men |

amonth, Rig plleof reda, oh? You eall him s
pirate? That's jost what he (a."

On farther tnquicy I lenrnod that three men
playing at the table with the laudiord had In-
comes belter than §2.000 gold & year, while the
rest wore employees on amall wages pald in
paper, the best-dressed man belng & servant on
$20 a month. Four had been well edicated
and two could barely remd. Apparently they
wors all enjoying themaelves, and | asked Clark
If they wore. e looked at mo In aston ishiment.

" Why. man, of course they are. YWhat more
could you want 7 he salid,

The aheop man does not want angthing mere,

Mention has been made of o man who #old ont
hils holdings in Patagonia for £00,000, and then
went home to England to enjoy the proceeds of
his labor, only to find on arciving thera that ha
wan unahle to enfoy himself as he had expected
todn, 1his family had lived in Patagotln only
n very few goars, but the 08 Inoa mavd hut,
whers thers was not a single restinint of civll-
gatlon, hwd ohimnged theie habita and thoughts
wo much that they wera utterly ont of place

clean and herself neat wua & burden for the
wite, evon when shin had servants to holp hor:
to wash and abave, nnd wear & starchied eoline,
made life Intoleralile for the hushand, The
Intent wild instinet in both hisd nsserted aelf
nathl iewas beyond enntrol, and they returmisd
with Joy to the savage fremlom of the desert.
And so it hadt happened to every sl mAan
Wvilng among bl sheep that | et ar heand of,
except the two brothers near Santa € ras Thnt
thern were other exceptions I have nodoubt,
bt they wore mers exceptions, The ranchimen
of Patagonin aro simiost to a man cducatad, and
by tholr youthful teaining refined. Some, as
makl, nre nniversity men, but ne s class they Hvn
| livea that, to people of culture and reflnement,
seem utterly savage. They leconme so Accis-
| tomed to this manoer of life that they wiil
endure no other,
| The desert (s o strangs reglon. It (s forever
[

bleak, barren, and monotonous ta the eye. With
{ta plercing winds and blizaacds on the one hand
and Ita flerce heata and thirsty wastes on the
ather, It 1a apparentiy the most Inhosplinhile
reglon In the warld,
heartstrings of men, ateips off thelr thin veneer
of clvilleation, teaches them Joya of whioh they
had henrd only such falnt rumors An MY come
i6 dreams, and so hiolds them fast. “Buch things
were and are 1o meni In sl men: in us too."
Jorx R. SPrana,

STORIES OF THE HAWKS,

Hharp Work or l;l_;;l"- Among Annoylng
Rats and Squirrels,

Boemaxton, Dee. 20.—One morning recently

Farmer Rosolved IR, Hallstead of Elkland towns

barn that he had finlshed bullding a few days
before. It flew out in a moment with a squeal.
ing rat in each claw, and the interested farmer
watched It till it met another hawk In midair,
The two circled and undolated side by slde for
A apell, when the one with the rata resumed Ita
fiight toward the forest, The othier hawk Im-
mediately polnted for the barn, shot through the
window, litted out a few seconds lnter with a
atruggling rat in each talon, and salled off inthe
same direction. Mr. Hallstead started to tell
his wife about what he had seen, when the
hawka, or & pair exactly like them, flaw into the
barn window, and came out shortly with their
claws full of squeallng rata, There was no
graln or hay In the new barn, and the farmer
wondered where all the rats came from. He
was aloo In A quandary as to how the flerce for.
oot birds knew where to find rats under a roof,
On golong into the upper part of the barn Mr.
Hallstead saw ncores of rats scamperiog arcund
on the floor, and the mystery of thelr presence
was nolved. Two nighta before, aduy or so nfter
the barn hiad been completed, the young peopls
of the township had & ball on the upper fAoor,
The jocund rustics brought pecks of pop corn
to the party, and between the dances they sat
on rough wooden benches and munched it with
thelr partners. When the ball broke up lows of
the pop corn was left, and the rural merry.
makers threw It at one another till the floor was
covered, The rata In the other barna soon got
scent of the fragrant pop corn, and sawarmed

nto the new buollding after It; bat how the
awks ascertained that the rats were there in
rge numbers nune of thie smart local nuturals
iais wero abile to tell,

Mr, Hallstead's d
footed cornenters, and the flerce
upon him, LIt bis pose and ears till the blool
ran, went him yelping down the staies, 1'he
farmer wont at the rats with ashovel, and they
AN ughll cluthing and forced bhim to elear out,
They bit bim on the ears and neck before i
could shake thom off, and he decided to let thom
alone, AlLdunk that marht he saw two owis it
| throueh the window and sall out with four rats,
The hawka contiuued to dart [nto the barn sev-
oral umes aday, and they n}wa{-_ steered for
the woods with thelr claws full. When the use-
ful pirds of prey ceased Lo come Dot & rat waa Lo
bo sesn in the barn, although alot of the pup.
corn still remnined on the Hoor,

barn belonging I.o’Eulum’ Putninm of Sugar
Loat Hill burned i“ in Tull, and the nuuf:r
m&rmrut rats Ao Into Mr. Patuam's house
and attscked the baby In the eradle. Mrs, Put-
nam was working In the buttery, and the crios
of Lhe lnfant were s different from what they
E::"‘”g were that she rushed 1o It in groat
le, he found rats climblog and pushing
all over the cradie, A tame hen
ed Dick was dolug his best to protect
ba ﬂ by catching the rats right and Jefy, glv-
& each a squeeze and then dropping it. .du.
Putnam seized her little one and started for the
next room. The ravenous rodents elung to her
skiris, and ;.ho imwk puiled them off and piiched
them fatally, working as though he kuow that
the Infant was in danger. Dick Sapped snd
opped and flung the rats around until Mrs,
‘utuam got out of the roow without any of
Lthem cﬂulln w_her clothing. The helpless 1it-
| tie child was 1y bitton on the fave nnd hands,
and Mrs, Futnam sald afterward that the blood«
thirsty rats would surely have killed the baby
AT the wate Lawk hnd not salled tuto them
moat a8 8090 a8 they swarnied into the houss,
When Mrs. Putuam returned to the roow Dick
was still killing ut.a.m he didn't let up untls
more than thirty lay on the foor,

When col wutbarmln npairof red squle.
rels ook up thelr wbode In Erastus Felker's
residence on Pleasant Stream. At tioues Loy
minde » great rackel over the celllngs and e
| tween the partitions, but the nlmble litile ful-

lows were blce Lo look at when they skipped sid
| ehatterced in the trees, o the folks i thie holse

decided 1o uu}g up with the sunoyance through
the winter. FEariy this month one of the n....ng
fell alck, and the noise of the playful s
made bier very nervous and wakoful eves
A palr of blac

had beon the means of causing the squirrels Lo
aettle in the house for the winter. Mi. Felker
found more than & bushel of the nuty under 1 he
secand-story fHoor, and bepeath s plunk walk
belween the house nnd atreet fho provioent it le
auimals lud stored up o peck more, Uloe nelgli-

rly squirrels were not contented in any ono

{nrt of the dwelllng, They seampered all oy er
he Bouse betweonh the roams, Their pightly
cupering and barkiog tosdy becom iy u-“z,e“.-.
alde to the Invalid, and Mr, Felker deesdol o
sacrificothein fur her bak i,

’Iu set three traps in e garret, but the squirs
rels had so much natursl food ekl swny Lhat
they woulda's touch sy kind of hait

pltehed Into the four.

uirrels
Kght.

The vats
conldn't get at the nolsy lttle nut gatlisrers
the use of polson was ontof the question, and
Lthe spartive squirrels continued to ves the siok

raont Bights by rolling suts sround overinsd

r hours at astreteh,  The nolse was ik that
made by s kitten with & spoul on s bare Boor,
and there wis no way of stupping it, they all
voncluded,

Finally one of the neighbam brought a
blue hawk to Mr, Felker's wud pla
beain In the gariet. The bird hadn't been fod in
two days, abd It wesn's i bt good sstured. 1L
sat still, thounh, and whon Mr. Felkor went up
oL sundown 1o feed 1L 16 wis 14 Lhie satbie fumi -
ton, Hut 1t hadu't siayed on s -n.l.nI‘l the
tlme, for the skius of the l-],l-llﬂrf:lu\ b e
floor, the hawk's vraw was chockful, i1s e e.
wore bright, mnd it was lo the very best o f
bumor. The annoyiug nolses censed it once, 1od
the patient bugan Lo recuver right anay.

st
al It on s

Caney and Tommy Dosns the Winmers,
The members of the Brooklya Handbail lub
epenl snother eojoyable duy In the cogrt yeslers
day. Amcug the many visitirs wigy Adlogls
| Terry, the old Brookiyn pitcher, wesl 7 W,
Wheelook of the Denver A. ", Terr; vy » there
| s Do better exerciee than handbidl toeond Loy

& basebodl player, and he bs playing doaly ju il

Hrouklys Y, l? A Ty 2 "
Clue of the Loet gamies wt the vourt yosteniay

was o te-handed Cusbest, 15wl 4

mehmidt atd James bupte, Jr., wids etk P
taak of Beoting Phillpd Caory, the b &+ bt
b, skl | Ve lalisr woigees)
Lhe yuung = MEluue palr bo e exi "
| SUlering b doefoat a tho Sest gane. After L hat
however, the “rhamp ™ pod bls “ st aw >
Toer put v s Dittle lsore stoaw, and drew out
abead in both geiues. This s Lhe weig
F.Casey and 7. bon i [l (g
J. Dabnie. Jo., gad B s st il -.-‘ ‘|. e
EMLar paimas | rl Aere
Bajor i pripady sid W dukien P =
B w0 Wk e & L] '
Cabilew ald W Jiwa s . g F t
[ Qe iy 7 8l eeed
i — .P-.-- TReterreteertinnds

among their old frienda To keep her hotsa |

But it takes hold of the |

ship saw a large white-breasted hawk dart Into |
n sashless window near the peak of a wagon |

nts pounced | |

|
I
|
|
q 0w bs my feieud,” responded the Intter.
|
|
k waluut trees lu the frong yard |
|

|
! 2 Then draw )l'.:m' knife.!

DUELS FOUGHT RY INDIANSE
Oue Was with Hiftes and Ons with Kalves
and Bath Were Deatly.

From the Ciactnnatt Enguiver,

“ A disl which T withessod In 1870 at Stanid.
fng Hock Agency, Dakota” sald an old peout,
“ hetween Soput “have Hend and Chifef Crooked
Neck of the Honkpapn Slonx, was a perform.
ance tlat wonld hnve cnlled for applanse fromm
the mood eritloal atdienco thnt ever witnessed o
spanish hull fght. Shate Head, it will e re-
membersd, wis one of the Indian police whn
oenn Rilled abile attemptiog the arrest of Ritting
Bull in the fall of 1800, To 170 1 whs inter-
proter and chiol of soottsat Fort Yates, near
standing ook Agenes, whintel had thirty Slonx
| tndlan seouts under my command, who were se-
| torted from the friendly lands and qunrts red At

the military post with theie familles. The milis

tary authoritics lssted rathons only 4 the seouls,

while thelr fumillesdrow from the Indinh sgent.

fhe el was sianglitersd on Uhe east bank of
L the river, Vhe T i CPoksing in boats.

1 usunlly accompanled Lhe seoiis when they
went for their beef. About 150 Texas sterrs

wern KiVlef every two woeks. These worn par-
| eolied ont to the sevoral bands, begtinndne with
the inrger, who woulil peeelve twelve o Hfleen

el as thele shnko, e next ten or teolve, and |

o whn wottlil get 1w

ambwer,  Ladtly,
Wil

sooon Lo the smaller Lin

we three, according to 1ueir

sbrigeii T 1

v

Fanbllvs, or 0

bpeodds wpd » w

L N T TR TR T S T

tetwoon =hwve Hemd wind o pomakesd

aver T he ks nf hesf,
Soahmae Head, Crooked Neek, Clineloy Pap-
pn, e Bate breesl, atill Loe W dow MoUnrty, &
| osgunse wha Dok Been oo rrivd fom s hite man,
wers glvens smoarartor eue I (s the Inst oot idsued,

Bhave Homb, Papgen, and the widow dmoiedi-

ately begun skinning 1he beef, when Crooked

Noek approached the soout, and, piacing his

bond o hils shoubiler, pushed him violently

aslde, saying: * You belong to thie soldiersy you
bave no eleht Hetos go ta Lhe fort for your heer,'
1 atood not more thon Wity feel nway. Blinve

Head cast ot Jook of delinnce nt his sssallant |

and then came to joe and said, poluting utl

Cronked Neok: "That mnn has dedven me away

from my beof, If 1 way not utnler your come

mend [ would know wimt to de, Lut now | await
| youra i IF you lenve me [ree Lot he I4
notm Do Kevp re awny Mot my beef,

A mnwwersd that sines the agent had glven
him m guueter af thint beel thint It was, thvre
fare, Lis, nud be bad o perfent cight to take it

Then,” wabd et l--ll] thist man Lo Kevp sway
from me' 1 apswered that Crooked Neok dud
not belong o my cowpany and I had oo k-
P thorlty over him,
| Viery well,' sald the seout, *1 shall take
| my beef,' and relolning the others he again

offered to nasist in dressing I!&l’ bewf, only to be
J aguin thrust sway by Crooked Neck. This time |
| e gave utteranece to that sivagos growl, whioh, |

once heard, ean never be forgotien, and climbe |

L ont of the slaughtes pen on the north side,
hiw ritle from lils wife, s turned o
i ot on thist side of the carral
| facing the river. Crooked Nook, selzing his ritte,
awent out of the corral on the south slde, snd,
turning to the rlght, the two combatants met
face to face on the west slide of the corral, He-
twoen themn was the ageney wagon, which was
backed up to the fence (o recelve the heef, The
first shot wis tfieed by Chilef Crooked Neok over
the rear end of the wagon, The driver, supposing
that he was the alijeot of nttack, frantioally
whipped up his mules, leaviog a cloar Aold be-
tween Lhe rwu enraged warrlors, whio were not
more than ten yards apart, Talk about an In-
dian wir danes! Hero wias oxeouted s dance
that surpassid nnything of the kind I ever saw,
Shave Head was the most agile of the two,
Jumping from side to slde, rearing high in the
air, and again bending low down to the ground
all the time keoping bis_eyve lixed on his fos an I
his gun rendy for use, The corral had been sur-
rounded by not less than 1,000 Indians, men,
wornen, and chiidren, Wt when the firing beian
they Lnd surged 1o one Kde, leaving the space 1o
the rear of pach combatant clenr,

* P he second sliot was ainin fired by Crooked
Neck, but lie agaln missed his mark, and during
the instant required by him to throw another
cartridge fnto place, Shave Head, who was stlll
A= statae, took sl and Ored, The ball struck
Crooked Neok tn the hip, which celppled him
mothnt Le Lad but one leg to danee on. As #oon
as Shave Head fived ho resumed his duncing,
keeplng it up uniil his antagonist fired again,
when ho repented his former tactios, putlulm,- in
his dauce while he took alm and fired, This
time he brought Cronked Neck down with a bul- |
Ivt through Kils breast, He fell forward on Lis

ace, his gun under him,
forwanl, Lolding up thelr hands and calling |
upon the scout to desist- hie had killed Lis man,

* But Shave Hend was determined to make It
nnure thing, First pointing his gun toward the
erowd to warn them back, he advanced 1o the
prostrate Indian and, holding the muoesle of Lis
gun within two feet of his vicilm, fired threo
shots Into his head, He theo resumed his danc-
ing, anid facing the erowd he moved backward
o Lhe rives, and leaping into a bont was rowed
to thie west side, whero | fuund him Inter away |
out on the prairie perf--rrhh|1 the Indisn rite for
purification atter shodding bloowd,

“The Inat duel of which 1T was a witness was |
fought with knives, 1t was in 1870, A pnrtdv of
tonri=ts were visiting the agency at Standing
ock, Dak., and wishing to see an lodian camp
by night they applied to me for an escort.

1 gnva them three of my best scouts and
| soon after dark thev started for Wolf Meok-

ace’s camp, four miles up the river, They had '
wen gouie albout two hiours when s warrlor
came down from the eamp and reported  1ins |
the tourists were giviog the Indians whiskey. |
I mounted & horse and rode awiftly to the camp, |
Tying wy horse 1o s tree, | atole luuﬂ'l{ nINong
the te In_oneof which | recognlzed the
volee of ong of My scouts sent as an escort for
the tourists, Euntering the tepee, | found the
| seout Goud-Toned Metal, vitting with his back

to the door, Lis face to Lhe fire, which was burn-
ing in the middle of the tepes. ‘There was bnt
one olher occupant, Kill The Hear, who sat dl-
rectly opposite the seout, the dee botween them.
quart botile hnlf flled with whiskoy stood an
the ground near the fire st the scout's right

L in the dudl
Nevk began

" e
|

| spwetators chicersd It Instily,

His friends prossed |

po, Rul-{‘ t trm and close
| 1o their saddies, urging their %ﬁ{i‘\:’i‘“"“‘
L

hand, Turnine to the rl&hlu 1 entered, | ok
useat fuciog the fire midway botween the two
Indians, 1 lind exacted n promise from all of
my seouts wot (o drink whiskey, so I said to
Gond-Toned Metal, * Is this the wuy you keep
¥our promise r
**The son of & great man In Washington,” he
answersd, “gave me thils whiskey,and 1 folt hound |
to honor him by drinking it 1€ s good whiskey,
| Take pome yonrseli,!

N0 Lroplied, * [ will not drink from this bat. |
tle, nor will nny une else; " and reaching over |
took the bottle Ty biaod sod tapped f‘: slinrp.

1y ngminst n stone whioh lay newr the fire, break-
ing the hottle and spllling the contenrs,

UNat e word wasspoken for fully s mioute,
when KU The Hear broke the stlonre by siying
to Good-Toned Metal: *1 thoukht this white
man was your fricnil,’

**Your friend destroyed your whiskey,'
O He his o right to do as e pleascs with my
whiskey,'

2 Huli ! pontemptuousty, *1 thought you were
& birave man.*

* Rkl The Bear no donbt sald this with the in.
tentionof turning the stout against ma, Wit be
mimidy the grintest misinke of his §ife, LEL T
Toted Moetal bl Inbited Just enouel wiilskey
to wake b m dangerous man,
T of K1 The Bear aron
ol suviuEnry of by nnture, §
ing nll the Terocity of a wild
sl
B

Ihe sneariog
Ehe demas
00 LI

[ t. hin eyva
detinpnce upan Kl The Bear. bo an.
i "lam brave ! Are you
L entus Lhe reply,
Ut Are yon brave enougl to diey
Lt

e

“Two bright Lisles tishied In the firellshe.
Without pising 1o tholr Teel $hey oane Loget e
Hgnting over the tire and seattering conls in
evary direction,  Good,Toned Metal, wi
kriews L tle tlos, 0hirast bis kabfe ta (b | {}
Wil The Bear's peck, severing the orvnt &
e the frn blow. At every beat of @l
vrent i-lr"l'lu- qu hlaisl spnrisd oul, coy
everybiing 1 the tepee, myself Ineluled
Ve Il: ol sk bow ki‘:uu.1
¥ t ane.
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Bub 1he seuut was

il mnid he enviie
Risshi o f Lids wics
Larurlling
mwaring the
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DBEFINITION OF 4 KNGO KAROUT.

The Assoclation Devaird 1o This Pavticuler
Tree Seis Furih Lis Huiew,

Frnasa bha Braslvin §

Al & recent tneting of 1he Kooekat ! Asan-
winfhon, b § in tlls ciry i) -..,..
Adopted oy s deBiltionand Timailation uf
MERAE .
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SPORTS OF 'l_'llF. COWBOYS,

TESTA OF AKIIL T1H AT WOULD Xor
DO FOR ORDINANY RIDERS.

A Bart of Tax of War, w1UN Panies for ths
Oppostng Forees and with 4 Maanitnl
Hhock ae the Ead of 11— 108 Hasee's Pal’

Tperra, Tex, Dee. Y0 Na aus anjoya
rovghness sndd danieer in fpoit ke tag), & the
cawbog,  THA aiasemefls (ar shepies thin Fasts
ern games of footlall and pole i poiat of skill
and steeniietl fnd Fisk, The games of (e cows
By hiawd v natines: In facl, they all g make
upAaday anpiors,  As tn owiat the day bs dalled
an ol tow-puncher dan bhest anawer,

I Rin't @ot o naie a8 | Knows nl™ heeaid,
I Jnst our day for fan, atd the game s Jush
& PN game, Lhint's all”

I meetingof Tewns and OkIahnma enws
punchers Inat solsig, nfter e work wan done
1w plbposed 1o Lo s enivepanehers’ dag

herasteet b few popes mald one of them,

This mien wora T ine [y alont In enmhp whea
this annonncorient was e, but i s twinks
Hige they wers on thikie feit saddling  horses,
tghtenineg givths and preparing for setion in
genersl, Deforn an Easterner coulid Lave tridled
his Lor e the men Dad divided into two opposing
sitles,  One man froee e boakds hind anstang lile
Forpe, Oons vrd o f Wl wous Lemaly secueed to the
horn of b saddle, The  loose ends of 1he
(LT witke  Lhen il tomtetbier, thue
lenving the two rlders Jolned to @ncli ttlisr hy
Abut 100 feet of rope fastened o thelr saddie
horts. They took thelr stand facing the same
way, and only a few foet apart, lenving the rope
slack between them, Soddenly, ns If st a pigs
nal, tliey put spars 1o thele ponles, and dashed
off at full wpael, Fora while the rops trailed in
n doubje curve, but gradually it tightened ne
the two r.ders began to Lturtn ¢ach to the outside
and away from each other. Finally the motlon
viased, ench horse pulling sgalnst the other in
such & way that nelther had theadvantage.

Thestrain on the rope was tremendous, bud
the ropon, consdructed to stand the pulling of &
finililenmd steer, stood this teat also, The plue
Mitle ponles pantsd and lutgw and steain
tlivir nerves mgnonat each other, Thelr riders
b wll they could do to enconrnge thelr anls
anid to keep them In such & position as to

ol theie own seats,  Had elther ,‘mﬁ turned
ais manarely for s fale pull, the rider

i
medintely. It was a test that requl fin
hovsomnushlp, n stosdy hand, and & practis
ey, It was s well-Tought _battle, and the
For spome minutes
nelther fmn)' secmiesd wbile to pull the other, tng
genlunlly tho Tesns pony seemed to gain the
adlvantage, Step by step he backed away, pulls

Iu:f his oppanent with him,
Heelng o wan baaten If he reolled on brute
force, the Oklalivma man determined to see
whnt strategy would do, Kee the rpe al-
waye taut his palloped around the clreumfers
enve of o clrele of which his antagonist was th
centre nid the rops s lus,  First e gallo
i ome direction and then in the oppoalte. Then
hie stopedd altogether and alackenesd the rope.
e ondy hopes was to brash his antagonis l‘.llﬂnf
Lids skl le with the rope, and as long as his o
ponent taced him N‘mnly he couid not do th
Onee murs the Oklnhomn pancher sincks th
rr-||n- Lty opponent's pony turos slightly,
nislek as o flish the rope has swung around, an
the Texan 1s lifted clear of his saddle an
tnr-inrn "iirlll"?u’ tl; the U‘I‘l;ll d. T
“Hurt, " nska ono of own me
defented punelier remounts u:a :om'ﬁu aide,
Naw.'
" Well, you oughter Y hter have
your neck broke !E!r -mb;‘m '.‘.."‘
Moeantime while the firat contest n
going on _preparations have been made for &
second, Two other riders have been jolned gr
ropes at thele dle horna, much afier the
munierof the others, except that in
the ropes are longer than they were before.
This tline the riders takes thelr places facln
ench uther, and as far apart homlpn wi
allow, AtLagiven ntntzt my off o oppu-

Fenjheha

r
h
wlu:uhl Lave Luen brushed off by the ro

Iscane

site directions, each tow o er. o a
mament lhrr pass, and in s moment mon?ch
comens at full speed to the end of his rope. Thin

second contest Is as short and _Flcltlnlu"ln
first wan long and Interesting. Ight-
ens with s Jerk, there Ia & momen oo-:bdu?.

and then the two riders are jerked
through the alr st least two t-’-t lhﬂf.lll.l;
| ht:nu' hu:kl.“’h n Sikend
Mie momen
arma and loge mu” Ilﬁng wildiy H
they fall back ward to -?onn rre
with their saddles on top of them, r ho
tug and strain for one M& then, feel-
ink the restraint gone, h off & bondred
yardanod then swop to plok The dle
irths broke with the force [ k of mest-
rn . llnéh sldea viewed the matter in a pleasant
ight and cheered at y.opoi tholﬂum They
fairly roared with langhter, hs-r thi whita
hatsin the alr, and dise oir six-ahooters
nt vacancy. Two of the men rode afterthe
escaped horses: others went to see about the
men who ware thrown.

The Texan was alntdh“
on his feet. His opponent was somew
stunned, but otherwise unhurt.

The next two cowboys to ride againat eanh
other were Shorty Wilkus and a Texan known
as Poppy. They, like the other con
stoml with lhtlrrnm tulnaenha er,
simuitaneously off they star| like the wiud,
The rope whizzes over the » prairie grace,
tnkes up Its alack, tghtons, and then comen the
shiock, In the fmllon”ul ol s nd ho
and rider come from s headlong n.lmp tond
halt. Orvdinary horsea would be a:r ed from
their feet, ordinary riders would Nuﬁ eadlong
over thelr horses' necks, ordinary saddle girthe
would snap like twine, but as it 18, none of t
culnmities occurs, The pon stock e
with buwed necks and firmly planted foet. stralne
Ling mguinst the ro

ano fndieation of the awful .b&"" VO U

tained. ‘They have taken care elr ponles
du not pull uq!uurul; ainst emch other, Were
it mot for that slight uullnnl.lug.ol [ horses
the rupes would have swept t o8 riders

less (o A moment,
Whatever may be the opinion of l.htm'um
as 1o the morul nnd humanitarian aspect of the
OrNe.

sport, he cannot help sdmitting that the b
[ n.un-m"; Wispiayed I superi Lot |?o reader
bllndfold his Lorse and ride st full lop
Aguinst nn oak tree or stone wall, If he keeps

Lia seat wfler the concusaton he muy consider
Iuilii:lf vgual Lo theo feats performed by the
puneliers,

For over an hour such eontests went on, with
fortune favoring sometimes one side and some-
times thswther, Incldents th the * fun* wers
numwerots,  Une of ke must amusiog was
when Lon unce witempled 1o ride against &
g Texan muvcoed Huby, Hance was a little
feliow and nol preposscssing in appearance, His
poly nlso wis sionll, even for acow pony. To
vary the monetony of the proceedings, Hub:
kept hls viand with oue end of the ro hmnn{
o s pldic horn, while Rance with the other
eud gnl.u\l\-nl oif at full spesd, Soon cawne the
slioek, uud the reasult was as might have been
eapocted, Hubs®s puny braced (taelf and with-
#ood the sbock all right, but with Rance snd
hism gy the resuit wos otberwlw, They were
Jerhed backward by the force of the jer, aud
Lell, man mnd horse together, In s plle,

I his pony fell on top W Low Luth esca
being killed was o mgstery. Ranee picked hiog-
dowhile the bluod streamcd (rom bie
vodl the diet out of his eyes und mouth
Ld barrs oul of bis bair, aad rellov

by swearing vtrwruualr. This lus
or, wos not s exhibition of anger or buk
l-u.] 1t was atmmlr Hance's way of express.
tug bis disgust at pot belng abie o uvercomethe
e hntlcal laws of weght und women lum.,

Thiv bnat thing of the day—as weil us the lass
of all punchers’ days—was what might be valle
vl & LUK of wur colitest, & geivril o un HieL, an-
sworlpg, unintentionally euough, 1o the mélde of
woelenl togrnanients, 10 wis held In the even-
ropes were twisted Logether inuto one
w= Lhe ovcesion regulred threefold
stane. mome elght or wn slugle

tennd t each side of the cahle,
Letng attpched ta the seddle
] ridor L Teaun crowd ou ope
wide and e UKk crowd ol the oiier, I' -
battlo I siraight tug, vae J‘
agninst the o Ponles and wien, every nerve

W .- |; wls wers pulbing wa it o and death e
e . !

]-.. + Haind

Huwey

the siruggle. Same were bveating
apmbi=l e rogws ns ¥ would in pulling &
Boaws Juied (i bnbiess:  others wors praliing
L Rowand, witl the bong ropw sirvts i hWAY
BBt wt Ehtran. e thirwefolil calils el i,
. " vride gnve way s fen [ ol sud | ww
the wilwr.  mou, howeser, i becsine nrlcnl
pal e Fesann were belig aurgull o ~ hen
the e T T e Toguts swung :uunﬂ
ol vl te volapgie their otipatots B
brtisly Lhony Tromm thair sudbibles. ‘1 ils mss omeng
wWas vt by a Aber BN I Whicheywe
1 2ot ey bt astitest Las the advalie
taghe s 4 « vwviillent o bz rope i85 boon,
s Wils i | " e vush & hiag
Posan b K. He ks divng auniy, byt now 145
Frx e k g roated s lig wround st full
et (A aliink him. He and s
. b Lhuer He guts on
- b Lhe huriy-burly of horees
3 s Lntsidy wibmriied Lo saloty,
Wis rod r rednilin it fy
Sling 1o the
o wll =y aiven vanisl rujes
' e vl b, Lirees L r Cli=
1 i, Yaala, Cliniven, phiouling,
shiul, Finsliy 1y be dins
wor Tenans »iill petain tuelr plagces,
boar Gk 1yl s miilidbes are el s, Thia
e ds s hmvy wel
vovs biralsed faces, arod
Tl imbusle wneps w ey nils
b 4 Were us Ladly nped Ui
v i L«d- Killed, gl w L]
Fy L blim Load of goond fin g
fup prevetivd, The s i ‘
A i W
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