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What the Purser Knew of It and How
He Suddenly Saw New Light.

By SUTCLIFFE HINE.

“Apeak Ing of pluck,” said the purser of
the Laconlc, “'the bravest man, the very brav.
oot 1 ever knaw, wan a thief*

Mr. Horrocks delivared himaelf of this state.
ment durlng & momentary hosh in the after-
dinner ehay of the smoke reom, and with-
drew hiseyen from the littls neat man who
had just come in. Fla examined with fnter.
et the bntt of his elgar, and carsfally Heked
an angle of leaf which threatened to come
1oose,

Bir Randal Versker, the hydraulie speelal
fot. who hind won the auetian pool on the run
that day, was standing coffee and llgueurs
round, and the purser, after telling the attend-
ant sfewnrd that hin was a kiimmel and
cognac, stuck the elgar Intn the enrner of hia
mouth and Jingled ths keys <in hin trousera
pocket. Then he thrust his heels out straight
befors him, and blew truneated consa of to-
bacco mmoke at an incandescent lamp in the
deck abave.

The general falk In the amoke room did not
goon Mr. Horrocke, sa hecams hin ofMee,
was & noted recontenr, and oniy Plteairn
continued his remarkes on the silver auestion
an affecting the export trade In Rradford man-
ufsciured goods, Pltealrn had crossad to New
York nine times In the Laconie already, and
Bad anotion that he knew by heart all the
purser’s tales. Moreover, being. In Lis capact-
&y as drummer, a moat wiaely travelled man
himeelf, he fquite belleved that his own re-
marks wore thoroughly well worth listening to.

“He stole the biggear dlamond I ever saw,”
the purser remarked meditatively, during one
of Pltealrn’s pauses for breath. It was &
stone that should have gone down into history
on the rim of some Emperor's crown. But. so
far as 1 know, It naver came un to the surface
amin after that fellow stole it

“Probably broken wp," suggeeted Vereker,
*“and sold In pleces.*

The purser looked down sharply, “‘How
dld you hear abour it, Sir Randal? he asked.
. Vereker laughed. *‘I was only gensraliz-
ing." hesald, "‘Ihaven't anotion of what
you're talking ahout,”™

‘“They christaned it the ‘King Diamond* ont
at Kimberley."

"“Never heard of it." sald 8ir Randal. *1
Jeave Lady Vereker to specialize In diamonds
for the pair of us'

“Now there you are again." maid Pitealrn.
“Diamonaa sre just ilks sllver, The price
wvaries according to the quantity pat on the
market, and as things are situated at pressnt,
the nations are ut the marcy of traders who've
get capital and brains enough to make cor-
nare, Now, If I had the managine of ft—"

“You haven't,” the purser out in acidly,
“and you mre never llkely to have, You can
Eandle diamnnds in a tie pln. but In bulk
they'd just lummox you.'

*'Oh, trot out your chestnut, old man," sald
Pitcalrn. *‘Some one wake me If | snore.™

The smoke room rustled ftself into easy
positions for listening, and the purser. after
protendine for a minute or so to ignore the
silence suddenly looked down and sald:

*Oh, you want the table, do you?"'

"For heaven's sake, go on, man, and get it
over," sald Pltcalrn.

“"Well," sald the purser, “there's only one
fellow In thisrmoke room this yarn'll be a
ehsstnut to, and hie's new to the Laconic, It
is0’t & yarn I usually trot out for the benefit
of passengers. It shinws up one man as &
apecinlly fine sample of fool, and he's & man
1've a particular liking for, and he's sitting In
my bresches this minute. I didn't alwaye
use to be In this western ocean trade. |
started life atses on the Cape run, and I'd
worked up from the very bottom to belng pur-
ser on the finest ship that went dewn there.
It was a jolly snog berth. [ ean tell you, with
lota of plekings, and as this business with the
King Diamond bundied me cut of It and left
mo to cool my heels about the atrests for a
matter of twenty very lean months, It fsn't
a thing I chatter about through aheer pride
al being sacked."

“Which llne was that on?" asked Plteairn,

"Never you mind,” sald the purser. ‘It
was one ol the two big oues, and you can toss
up belween them. But It was the popular
Hne just then, because tnhe other hiad had
some accldents, snd we were the popular
ship. We were ram jam full, and the skip-
per had let his room to a Hatton Garden Jew
for a Lundred guineas for ths run nome, and
was bunking In the chart house. He'd a rec-
ord passenger list, and they were all very
flush. Nothing was too oxpensive; they always

in cases of champeayne, and | guess

e liguor profits alnne on that run footed up
to more than o thousand pounds. 1 tell joul
felt very cock-a-whoop over it. I didn't ase

hew the firm conld aveld giving me a rise.""

Pltcalrn besan to hum “For he's a Jolly
| wood purser.’” but the smoke room scowled him
to sllince,

“Among other things we'd abon: a gallon
and a baif of Jdlamonds on board, and that's a
kind of freight wilch bays (n & way which
would surprise idlots who anly know about
the cost of sending shoddy mcrosa the west-
ern ocean,’”

“Sanddy doesn't come from Bradford,' sald
Pitealrn. *'Shinddy s made--—*"

“OnTkill that man, somebody,"” the smoke
room shouted, and the purser proceedod.

“The dismonds were dono up In little ean-
waa bugs (barring the biz stone, which had a
spocial mealed caso to  itself,) and na of
course thoy weran't polished they looked like
89 many rusty pebbles. The bmgs wers put in
® safe, and the safe was under my bed place.
There wan only one key to the ssfe, and that
lived at the end of wmy walch chain. It was
moxious work being responsibie for thoss gems,
1 can tell you, so long as we'd any land conneos
tlon with South Africa, but once we were
clear I felt pretty easy, There wasan elec-
tric bell fitted tothe door of the safe, and If
anvhody meddled wha didn*t know how to un-
switch It thers’'d have been nolse enongh
apread about to wake the ship, And, besides,
if auzpbody did loot the diamonds., what
were they to do with them? Madelra and
Bouthampton were the only places we touched,
and If there wan suyilhing gone you can bet
your life no one would have been allowed to
quit theabip till we koew where it was.

“Now, dismondnsare all very well In their
place, but toomuch diamonds In the sonveran-
tlen~—especially when none of them Liappens to
be yours—rather sour onone., And 1 can tell
you the popular talk on that ship falrly
made me {1l at times, There were only twe
toples for general conversation, and thoes
were dlumonds and thelr prices, and when
any one wanted to be brilllantly original, he
talked about the King Dianmond. snd drow
pletures of It in lsad penecilon the back of our
wine lists. 1 should think | must have heard
the history of that Infernal etone at least
slghteen thiusand times, counting all thefvari-
atluns, How a Kafllr found it in the blus
clay, how Le swallowed it. how they gave bim
medicine, Low three [. D, B. Hopje-wallop-
pers from [Potticoat lane were after it, how the
syoper owners safoguarded it with gune and a
six-ton hurglar-proof bax, how hal? the white
men in the “apedld obelsance to It through
fron bars at balf & guinea & head, how ayndi-
oabes were formed to buy up tenth whares in
the gem, and mil the resiof the degrading
money grabbiog rubbish. I might have wl.
mired Uintatone myself if I'd had & fuir
chance, and even have worshipped it as u
mild sort of god, but the talk about it killed
all my interest, and §f it lindn't been for the
profit it would bring the steamer as carrler, 1
should have gone very near hating it.  And so,
oa things were, I was just driven into chuin-
ming with a man called Farren out of disgost
for every one else on the passeneer liat,

*'1 tell you stralght that on say other tri

this i‘m':n wan lhl‘l]l. & man ol-l nt}nu{d ﬂnwu hu?
¥y ore than & n y
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dersiand dering eyes, and ha'd a nortof mis-
slonary 'nn:"om tgut 1':! no use for what-
ever, But hedidn't talk diamonds; thought
they ware sinful, or somnthing, and | ull.ynu.
after a spall with the others, that man's so
clety used lnoom. ﬁ’mn 1tke & vinlt to H_:z
countey, I'd tip him the wink, and he and 1
alip away from the reat, and g¢o down to my
room, and put up our heele and rest.  Hed
stretch hilmeelf out on the sofa, and 1'd slip
my shoea and lle on the bed and just listen
while ha talked, At times, 1'd feel that grate-
ful to him I nlmosat wished he'd hand aronnd
at for & vollection after he'd Aniehed,
“Well, gentlemen, things went an In this
wav—diamonds, diamonds, dlamonds, with
short refrealilng spslin of Facren, till after
we'd laft Madelra. and hind made hall a day'a
wtenm  toward ncu{-' and then a queerish
thi happened, We came across s slean-
or Iving to right In onr track, .
“There's nothine In that, yon'll say. Well,
perhaps not. but walt & bit. Thin steasier,
as sonn as we draw abeam of har, mada rteam
and bore away on our course, keaping parallel
0 us, about & quarier of & mile off (o por,
It dosan’t take mnuch to Interost peoplo on A
lang voyage llner, and you can guess (L wWasn'
long before most pairs of ovea aboard were
turned onto the other steamer espocinlly as
alie haopened En be n yacht. Whn was sha?
plenty of peopla were anking. and the answer
tn that was slmple. Blie wan Lord Hay-
bury's yacht, = ﬁr-n new sixtean knotter,
Her pleturs had besn in all the jiiustrated 1-!\-
ra, and twe nf nur ofMieara hnd rean hee hae

are ahe left the yard, 8o there was no mistake |

about that matter. Hut what she was np to
no one could say. and otir paasengers made a
regn ar industry out of betting over it,

“Wo aMcers of the ahlp Aldn't worry our
heads much about the matter. If vou wera
to tiy and find out the why and whereiore of
all the queer things you see in the two Atlan-
tien, ] gueos you'd go Arst gray and then hald,
and then In A Junatl: asyluom within thres

enrs’ time, And so we looked at the yacht,
E‘l.nltlnl mlwways In the same pluce on onr port
i, Without worrying our hends partici-
larly an to what her little game miaht be.
Hut, as | sav, the passengers wore ifferent,
It wan & bran - new Intereat to the lot of them,
It was an Al tonle to gnmble on, and I tell
‘ol the talk In thiat smoks room bhegan to get
ntarsating. We'l got sone really imagina-
tive and aceomplished llars on onr passenger
Ll::tlnv. trip, and thiey wern nlua"l rendy 1o
k uo thelr talk with good aolid bete

“They became regularly amusing to listen
to. Diamonds were not apoken of once after
Lord Raybury's yucht loined us and I hogun
to think that our passsheers could make
themaslves as nice and chiesry a lot as any
man might want to meet. [ just let Farren
slide. I'd got no use for any more of his ger-
mon-and-water talk, and the day aftar the
vaoht turned up, when he asked himself
Apwn to my room while | was making up some
acconnts after lunch. et him know sharply
enough that penple who came In thera had to
walt for an iInvitation. A pureer like e
doesn't chum with cheap testotnilars of the
Mr. Farren type nuninss ha's pretty harvd up for
amate, But, wark you, that man wns no
fool, and hie got around me tvo days Inter in
away Ldon't think anyhedy could convenlent-
1y have guessed at.

“Fram  whnt urned out afterward [ ann-
rose he tntended to play his little gamedl-
rectly aftor the vacht folneéd na. but the weath.
er was & blt dirty then, and ¥t freshened up o
a snorting bhreers dirmt'y afterward, which
we carried with us ail the road through the
bay. There was a big ugly head sea runnlie,
which knocked a couple of knots oft our pace,
and the yacht was making very wet wenther
of it indeed. A careful skinper wonld havn
slowed her down, but ker's dldn’t. e
rammed her at it, and risked carcving every-
thing away. He hung on exnctly In Lils place,
aod vur paasengers betted Lord Ravburs was
an board foreing the old man to drive her.

“Hut when we rounded Ushant and apened
out the channnl, the Lireeze loft urand the son
wentdown a bit, sithough 1t waa still nely
ennagh. And that was the time Farren
came on the carpet again, and although, as |
sav, what he d1d got me the aack from the com-
pany. I'll own that no man could have shann
more real dare-devi]l armor.-nlated pluck,

“Hecame up to me 1a the nport alles way
that amy just after lunch, waobling about on

hin feet, ke he alwaysdid when we wers in |
[ by and walted for a slynal.

B POR-WAY,

UM, Horrocks,” Lie says, which his ¢heayp.
sickly grin, "it's & long thne sinve we've hind
une of pur chats together.'

s add 1, ‘I've been hitay. ['m busy
now, ['m very _belilnd, iaud with making up
the ship's papers,.” )

AR eaye Lie, “you've heen so tnken up with
this yacht business that it's dragged yon avay
from your work. It seems to dave made o
lnrile amonnt of intervat (1 tne ship.’

oLt 1 osaia, Cthey wil! et on anytning.”

“He laughed In a wenk sort of wai. “Well,
purser,’ saya he. '1 hope you've feathered your
nest over the affair.’ .

*‘ITean’t say 1 have,” sald I, and heganito
move off toward my ronn;,

***Pity that,” says he, ‘when it's sn casy,”

1 tarned round, “How do you mean® Could
you niake mouey onut of jt?’

** “Certainty | could, If [ wislied tn: only, as
you know, 1 vonsider it wrong to bet,'

“*Then’, salld I, a bit sarcastically, ‘you
must have information which nobody else on
this ship has got."

“*His eyes wandered over me with a look of
surprice. and a lorch sent him against a cabin
door. He wasa ma.a who never fonund his
son *And why shouldn’t 1 have® he snys,

U Well, If 1t comes to that, how can yon of
all people know what the yacht 1= deing here”

* *Never mind. Mr. Horrovks, how | nloked
up the knowiedge, but you can take it from
me that 1 not only know who's aloard, but
1nlso Ennw that yachi's cxact husiness"

* *That's an aseet of value,” T anld, and then
stopped und consldered a minute, ‘lsthere
any conalderatinon [ ould offer wnloh would
Induce you to ?M‘t with the kiunwledge?

My dear Horrocks,' he sald, "§f sao want
to know, of course. '] tell you freely anongh.
1'd have told you any thoe f sou'd psked
me.
one annther since the yachi's been

“He nad me there,

" CIt' A bit of a long stary,' e wenton,
‘hot If you can wait a minnute or so I'lL1ell
1t vou pow—If you hink no one (s llkoly
to overhear us, standing where we are,’

** ‘Certainly not, Mr. Farren.' snid [. *You
come right along to my room and Lave s clgar,
Youn won't drink whiskey I know, but you
rhall have (ved (emonnde in two shakes if you
care for thet.'"

The purser of the Laconle veascd speaking.
and_ so.aped & mavh. When it was well
alight oo held the charred eud of his clgar in
the fame, and watclhied 1twith Interest. *'1
am afraid,” heeald, “that 1 am boring so0
gentlamen with sll these preluninories, |
never could tell a tale well, Bealides, t .
one man in this smoke room who eould finlsh
this rarn much better than I can. (e knows
a lot of facts about It that 1 have nnt even
Kue st up t now."

The eyes of the smole room swung round
till they mil converged an Flteairn, but that
oxcallent person for ouce fn his lfe looked
slightly nonplussed. ‘The purser camo to his
rescue. He Intimated that Pliealrn’'s braln
wan quite unequul to guessing the seauel of

In sight.*

could Buish it to doso 1o detall, We hegan
to look st one another with fntorest. It was
occurriog to euch of us _ that we must have
struck dp a shipboard  acqnaintonce with
sutue ot who only s few yoeurs previously
had been concerned In a very rotnarkable rol.
pery. But after o cursary surver hmd uot
shown any oue to npoear abtrusively cullty
tlthough for rome reason we few of us seemed
o his Inoking exactly wt our bost just then
a quaint Jeeling of restrafut got hiold of us,
Eanch man sexmed to feel that it war vaguely
Insulting to look at his nelghbor, and eves
gisnced up towsrd the deck nbove, and ihe
stnoke  mirt  thickened. Nut by degrees
rlllll"ti were Iowerad, and found a safe rost-
ng place nn the perasn of Mr, Horroeks,

It wan Vereker who voleed the woneral
wish. 1 think, purser.’” e mnld, “we shagl
have to bother you. Yon have shown such
powsr as A raconteur that the other man,
whoever he mey be, I8 evidently nervous of
entering into competition.

The pnrser grinned, and bit the end trom a
treal clgar.  “Funny thing, Sir Randal,” said
e, hut Farren was nervous, tan, W hen

arron came (nto my root that diny I thotught

e would have fninted. and for good ten min.
utes e eat there onmy sofa with the colors
olng and comiing fromn his face like the lime-
ight in w theatre.  Hut 1 didn’s burry him or
anvihing., llet him take hils time, and et an
the bed anid watehed the yacht through my
porthnle. Hhs wasthere In ber usual place
Just abeam. with about a quarter of & milo
of ugly looking water batwean her and os, and
1 wan conniug over in my mind how 1 wis
gojne to make dividends out of Ler,

‘Farran’roused me up by calllng my name,
and | teil vou what [ saw when 1 tornen
round falrly made me awent. o wasstond-
ing there with hin back against the door and
one hand turoing the Key behind him as |
looked., He'd arevolver In his other s, with
the pecond fnwer on (ho trigeor, and 1t didn’t
require much bralum to ree tlint chatever olse
he might Le he was no hloom'ng amatenr with
a eun. He war lnoking yslek enongh sl
but I glve him eredit, he came 10 Iﬁu polnt
llke a man,

“rNow 'l tell you, Mr. Horrocks. what
that yacht's there for,” he snys, ‘sShe's come
to take away the King Dipmond, wnd 'm
here to carry It noross (o her. Pl grouble vou
for that safe key which hangs at the end of
your watch chiain,’

“Well, I'tl own freely I was took mil of &
hemn, "By henvens, Mr. Farren,’ 1 Legan to
staminer, "this is plracy—'but he oot me short.

‘] qlaho rep with yon,” he answeraed, ‘hut
we'll take all that for sald., 1've got ne time
to talk— and—it would annoy e very much to
shoot you, | don’t Hke yon for yourself, Hor.
rocks, but you mentionesd you have s wife anf
tamily In london, and 'ven respect tor them,
Turn round, plense. Thauks. Now, you'll
?uite underntanud that my pistol s within &
oot of your backbone, an you forve me
o alioot vou, I shall just take the key and
hvlp m"ulr. Bo 1 want son to elearly undur-
stand thint you'll only lose sour Iife If you are
obstinate through abliy foollsh notlons of be-
Ing faithfel to vour trust, and lose It quite

Ty

unelesaly,  Kindly shift your bedclothes gl te
the floor.

"1 ald i,

**‘Now awitoh off that infernal al bell
which you brag, about and open the aale,’

wThe Kink Dlamond. pleass.’

h 3 i . 3
"I handed, bim she morooco cass, Ihde

s
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Cense all right in his pocket,
| alioved meross for the Mexlenn (Galf.

It limed Yeen il

VIt wam no une iy tallking,

Only ldon't think we've reen much of |

i | w him constantly.
the yarn. aud ngain invitod the otly man who | B v s it ¥

the two clloks aa he o and shut it ts
mAke stre the gem was al mh and t he
ered me han ied my
neck and go out n;l the oabin, “T'll isave r’::n
your wailon and a half of nlhlfd(emla ",
and you can wwear that you defended them
{f vou think that will save your oredit. Any-
WAY, say what you chooss, I will never com-
teadiet you, Now, outsids, vlease, qulckly.

"I stapped Into the alley way and the d
alatuted on my heels, [ heard the bolt ahnot
In the lsok, and I fancy it's to my credit thn;
1 dldn't atay there gaping to think, |
for Lhe chart houss at top spescd. The sl
man wasn't thare. He'd gone on to the upper
bridge, And away 1 went after him.

I gave bl my tale in twonty worda, and
mstinctively we  both  looked toward the
f-n--ht. Hhe had slowed down and was Fﬂlinl
fi tnward onr wrack, Bevond & douot Farren
hatd spoken the truth. She was thers afier
tie King Diamond, snd ho had signalled her
out of my enhin port,

Hut what wiastih bs the next move we
conld not guese,  (he skipper rang ‘stand by
10 the angine room, and walted devalppmenta
with his hand on the talegraph, My gréat
Hentt!" 1 henrd him mutier, ‘they're never gn.
Ing to have the cheek to hoard us. They'll
H.-In-v In lml.l'll oar platos If they try it on with

4 aea runnine.”

"1 reminded him that the_yaoht had two
knots more sperd than we hauu. i

"I know that,' says the nold man, ‘HY
gim, this Is a regnlar hnhlnmn Crusoe pirany
nusiness, And the worst of ft is, 17 they
come on hoard here with a dozen rifles we's
nothing that can atop them from just helping
themaelves to what they fancy—--' He ran
Iiin eve round the horigon, There wna s ITnin-
burg-Amerlcan boat away astern of os, and a
conple of steam eolliern and half n dozen
ol wid  jnmmers on one side or tha
other. and not such & thing as s r-n:mr:g
plght, of conrse, (et Lecause wa  wants
one. ‘That vaoht's n ron away with, that's
wh=t's the matter with_ her. This lan’t a
wrt of game a man like Lord Raybury would

plny,* s

**"She's slowing down, sir.' said 1. ‘Sha'y
drnpplug astarn of us,’ and 1 wus golng to say
sompthing else when & reguine strenm of yells
hroke out from  onr passsligers, who wers all
leaning over the part rail to ses what this
yuoht they uad been betting about so industris
oualy win up tn. \

“Man overboard! Thers he is! Hy Jove,
he's sunk. Noothere holis again! Throw a
e Loy, some one! It's Farren, thav little
minslonary man, Farren! He [umped out
through a port, fust syueeszed oul head firat.
He was suciked dawn ynider the ﬂrnnﬂi-r! He's
got #noarm cut off!  He hasn't, ha's holding on
to a cork belr with that arm he lsn't awim-
ming with!  He Isn't swimming, he can't
swim: lonk at the way he'n elnwing abont I*

The mateon wateh had got A whistle ha-
tween lustectlh before you could say “knife.
‘Port lifeboat,’ ho shouted. *Tumble art the
erew'-nnd then led the way himaelf, and aent
for the awnine lashings with his knife, He
left the bridge w the old man, and the oid
minn ranz off the enginea.  Buta Hig steamer
ke wurs carvien way, and we weren't pre-
pred, and the racht wie, They slowed down
tlpse by Farren, ard tnelr hoat wans in the wa-
ter Gefore ones had left the aavits, and [ guess
they had pleked him up and gor him on board
and thelr boat run up ngaln befors oors was
Lalf wny to where the life buoys flonted,

*Thera war nothing for 1'; we wern just
helnless, nul woe Limd to ss& that yacht star-
board ber nelm and steam away for the apen
e, with Farren anil the King Diamond and
my chara ter, wnd all onr ponr nld steanibonat’s
hlooming  credit stowed awny unider her
hatclies, The only thing we conld do was to go
ol o Senthampton and  report.  Hut we
dlidn’t much expect to recover the King Din.
mond ngain, . A man that conldn't swim and
whf.;l...? plick to drop Lhirndirst cul of & port
into A heavy sea, aod 118k being chiawad up by

the propeller, wan't the surt to give op s
plum once he'd got his fincers over it nd
that 18 abeut what happened.

*The vacht Liad been run away with. She

wits all reads for sen, and victualled {or a long
crialse, when up comes n chap with a let-
tar, foreed, of course, slgned ‘Rasbury,' to
the sklpper, Llelling him to accept hearer's
orders In every purtienlar. The chap, who
was Furren's partner, met our steamer with
Wi of board by arrangeniant at rea, and stood
He plcked Farren
up precious mear drowned. with the morocco
and then they
When
bircted, Lord Raybury's
1 Humlly. when roal ran
meeives in the Flurida
channel, Farred and his friend rowed off In &
Loiv., seyite they would arrnnee abour re-
bunkering. and natarally enough didn't tarn

varht's skipper
letter was shown, =
ont and they foun

| up again, and the yacht, afier drifting three

dagn helplesaly wnder canvas in the Gualf
Stream. was poeked up bv a tramp and towed
intn Narfolk, Va,

“*The whoie thirg was about ne disgustingly
simnplensa oy coull want when you knew how
o, atil the compnt ¥, who hadn't
Lienn worked up to,
© been prevented.
The Hlamed thing
had leaked intothe papers and somebody Lnd
g0t ta be a eeapegoit, and hinre was I close
and handy, I guess they wouidn't have been
buman if ther hadn't sacked me”

“And the Liverpool.-New York ran wonld
bave milessd  its bost pureer,” rajd  Pltealrn,
“Old fellow, here's yonr most excellsnt and
honoredd Len!th! Hut did the fools of police
pever atitmble upon vonr Farren man®"”

warohionl the Wway it i
sulil the robbery micht ha

“Not they," sall Horrocks, “'Sofar as |
knoaw the fellow nover came up to tho sur.
face -till now, ™

“What's this*"” sald Piteairn. "D’'von mean
to say he's in this smoking room right now?"”

“That's what 1 mean.” siid the pueser. *'1
sunposs ha's been sick or sorry or something
before, but, any way, thin is his tirst appearance
ot this ship; so he's twen under toe surface
row for Ave vears ind one month—and-—per-
haps hieo may have eomet _ing to explain,*

'}'hr purser it his new clgar, and nn nne
ulm\m. The only souns were the nolses of
the slilp nand the faint clash of ths sear qutside.

The purser got hic cigar in full blsst and
lonked at the glowir g tip mndiraliuclg". “*Dun-
dns is the nemne b - shiinpe ! under here,” he
olwerved nt last, ity for come peaple. inn't
It, that they can't change a face as handily ns
thiey ean alter osignature.™

““1 beg your pardon.' ssid the little anle.
mun with slopitig shoulders who ant next to
Vereker, “hnt ynit apoarently mean me, par-
aer. My namo's_Dumidns, and through sen-
slckness thig Is gy Hret appearnnce in this
room, Dl [ annex this celebriuted gom?™*

“You did,” saif Horrneks grimly,

“Well,” sald the amall man, "I appear to ba
more fortanate than 1 1hought, and fur inore
fond of the salt water. What do you think,
Vereker® Just fve jearsand a nonth age |
think Fon said, purser™

Sir andal Verskorilld not answer at nnos.
He Iny back frst and lnughed tll]l tenrs ran
down the crow's feet at the cormers of his
eves. But nt last he sobwred lown und t
his volee again, and  eald:  °° Pupier, Fum
afrald you've gol the wrong plg by the ear this
time, Five years ago from now Mr. Dundaa
was Second Secietary In the Hritlsh Embasay
ut Pokin. T was dolng work at Shanghad then,
In fuet, I've known

him all my life,”

Tie ourser apld, "Oh,” and looked red and
fonlish. Dundas, liowever, hinl some more to
add on the subject. “*Your man. Farren,"” he
s, Ve evidentiy very mnrch like me In per-
sonal nppeuratice*”

“Or Istouldn’t have tumbled into making
sucli u mistnke.' #ald the purser,

“Preciscly.  Well, just Lefore [ came hers
1 hnppened to e in ~anghlial. and a doctor I
know there told me thes ' got my double in hos-

Ital.  Out of euriosity 1 went to see him, and

must sy the pair of ns were as miuch slike
ne two—er hock buttles. It wasn't & flat-
tering Mo, birausa the nther poor fellow wan
clean maid. He'da lump ¢ rongh crystal al-
most as hig as A plgeon’s egz which he fan-
oled was nodlnmond that everybody was try-
ing ta steal from him,  Carlous alisped eryatal
1t was, too, with minrkings Iike throe accurate
contentric circles In one ent,"

UMy great seott!™ paid tho purser, “and

. a rross fust around the corner from the other

end: Long.shaped. and & bit of a faint yellow
smudge down one sldei

“That's the thing,” sald Dundas.

“Why, man,' shouted the puraer, “'it's the
Ring LDinmond i f you're talking about,
There conldn't be unother ke 11"

“lut 1 otell you" sald Dundas, *'it was no
dlnmond at all, It was only some sort of crys.
1l that wue nnt hard enough te scratch wluss,

yand ne cans wkn would bave taken I* for any-

thilne else when he came to handle (8.7
“Whew," mall the purser,and mopped a
aoist torohend with his pocket handkorchler,
I you aver have the gem fou ware falk-
ing of in your f'ngers?’ asi.ed Veroker.
“Came to think of it, ] nevar did,” the pursar
aald, It wan sealed before me. and then deliv-
ered Into my charge, and | gave s recelpt.” 3
“Then, 1t an outsiiler intight form & theary,**
sald Vereker, ““the renl stons was stolen some-
where at the Cape. and a forgery sent home
s thint the theft wight not be discovered tiii
as lute an hour as possihie, ow those thiloves
out thers musi have chnekled when they
hoard of Farren & Co. comming ex-machina to
helo nlay their game. '
“Chiristophier  Mowes,**  enld
thoughtfuily. "You're right,
That's the game for a thoussnd.
that stotis now by any chaniret"
“Al. thore you're msking mo too mueh,”
nhl Vereker. **But 1 shouldn't say {t was
proken up.  When it had oficially ceased to
exist, It could be vers casily smugaied out of
the Cioe, mnd onee it ot cartod away to the
Fast, thure would he besps of  purcliasers
reacy to buy and hold their tongues for a Lt~
tle discount, A Shah or an Indlan rajab never
cares about s big dinmond’s history, so long
adlje wota ft enugly lnto his tressury, Very
likely, to hazard snothor guess, it was brought
Lomo n your own stesiuer, not many yards
awny from its bogus cousin, That would
vy heen Lhie »afest way to dispone of jt.*
The purser nlfh o UWell," he awid, [
ehull give wy ollicinl report of this to my old
company, for the sske of helping o clear my
own tleket, And thoy can act how they
lrane, Hutif that stono were mine, I guess
‘d rell my present luterest In ‘L for Just two
tingers of whiskey."
"Itealrn struck a bell, and the smoke room
steward came toward him.,
sald, “'what'll everybody have? It's my
shout, I fine myself drinks round for inter-

the purser,
EBir  Handal,
And where's

th olng t th
Tl it o i B 1 oot I o

rupting, 1 thought it was merel !
rh!miut we \:'or« ®olng to have. {'d.n:q!{a.:
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CHAPTER XIX.
THE FALL OF THE GREAT PLACR

On the morrow atsundown all that re-
mained of Thomas Owen was Iald to reat belore
the altar of tha little chursh, Nodwengo, the
King and Hokosa lowering him Into the gravs,
while Johin, his first disciple. read over him
the burinl service of the Christians, which it
hnd been one of the desd man's last labora to
tranelate into the langunage of the Amasuka,

Hefors the veremony was finlahed a soldler,
earrying n apear in his hand, puahed his way
through the dense and weeping crowid, and hav-
ing saluted, whinpered something into the enr
of the King. Nodwango atarted, and with a
last look of farewell at the face of lils Triend,
left the chapel, accompanied by some of his
Genernls, who were present, muttering to Ho.
kosa that he was to follow when all wis done.
Accordingly some few ininutes lator he went
and was admitied into the Conncli Hut, whers
Captainn and messengars wors to be seen ar-
riving and departing eontinuoualy.

“Hokosa," said the King, “you have dealt
treacherously with me in the past. but [ e
lieve now that your heart {a truo. At the
least, I follow the commanda of onr dead mas.
tar and trust you, Listen. The outposta have
nighted an Impi of many reglments advancing
toward the Great Place, though whether or no
it be my own Impt returning victorious from
the war with my brother, I cannot say. Thers
is this agninat it, however, that & messenger
has but just arrived reporting that the Genorals
have perovived the hosts of Hafela encamped
upon a ridge over against the gorge, where
they uwaited him. If that be so, they can
scarcely have given him battle, for the men.
senger is awift of foot and has travelled night
and day., Yet how can this be the Impl of
Hafeln, who, say the Generals, is encamped
upon the ridge?**

“‘Ha may have left the ridze, King, bhaving
been warned of the ambuah.'

““It cannot be, for when the runner started
his firen wers there and hie soldiers were gath-
ered ronnd them.*

“"Then perhaps hls Captalns situpon the
ridge with some portion of his strength to de-
ceive those who await him in the gorge. while,
knowing that hers men are fow, he himeelf
swoops down upon you with the main body of
his fmpl.*

At least wo shall learn presently." an-
awered the Kine, ""but if it be as | fear and we
are ovutwitted, what Is thers that we can do
against so many?"

Now, one of the Captains advised that they
should stay and hold the place,

It s too larke,” answered the Ring."'They
will burst the fences and break our line.™*

Annther suggested that they aliould iy, and,
avoiding the regimeants of Hafeln in the dark-
ness of the night, should travel swiftly in
scarch of the main/army that had besn sent to
lie in ammhuash,

“What," sald Nodwengo. "leaving the aged
and thie women and children to perish, for
how cun we take such s multitude? No, 1
will have noone of this plan.™

Then Hokosa apoke. “'King.” he sald, "'lis-
ten tomy counsel, (Command now that all the
women and the old men, taking with them
such cattle and food as are In the town, depart
at onece Into the Valley of Death, and rollsct
in the npen space that Hes heyond the™Troe of
Donm, near the epring of water that is thers,
The valley Ia narrew and the cliffs are steep,
and It may chance that by the help of Heaven
we shall le able to hold it till the army re-
turns to relleve us, to ssek which®messengers
musi be sent at once with thess tidings.*”

“The vlan s good." sald tue King “though
none had theaght of it, but so we shall lose the
town.™

“Townns zan be rebuilt,” an:wered Hokona,
“but who may reatore the lives nf men?"

Anthe words left his lips, & runner burst into
the councll, cryiug, "King, the impl 1+ thiat of
Hafela. and the Prince leads it In person.  Al-
ready they stand upon the Plain of Fire,™

Then Nodwengo rose and {ssued his orders,
commanding that all the ineffective populaiion
of the town, torether with such food and cattlo an
could Le gathered, shrnuld retreat at once inta
the Valley of Death, By this time the four or
five thoarand enldiers who were left in the
Great Place had been paraded on the open
aground In frong of the King's house, where
they stond, stil and sitent, in the moonlight.
Nodwengo and the Captalne went onut to them,
and as they saw him come they lHfted their
sprars llke one man, glving him the royal sa-
Inta nf "“King!" Hu held up.his hand and ad-

dressed them,
“Holdlers.,”" he raid, “we have been out-
witted. My impl {s afar, and that of Hafela

is at our gates. Yonder In the valley. though
wo be few, we can defend oursel ves 1111 suceor
reaches us, which already moessengers have
gnne out tonseek. But first we must give
time for the women and children, the sick and
the agod, to withdraw with food and cattle,
and this wa can do inone way only, by keeping
Hafeln at bav till they have passed the archwary,
all of them, Now, moldlers, for the sake of
your own lives, of your hanor and of vhore you
love, awear to me in the holy Name, which we
have been tanoght to worship. that you will
fight oot this fight withoat fear or faltering.**

""We swear it In the holy Name," roared the
regiments,

“Then victory is already ours,” soawered
the King. *'Follow me. Children of Fire!" and
shaking his groat spear, hie led the way toward
that portlon of thevuter fence upan which
Hafela was wdvancing. Br now ths town
behiod thrm wass seene of almost Indescribable
tumult and confusion, for the companies de-
alled to the task were clearing the numberless
hutes of thelr occupants and collacting womon,
children, mand oxen in thousands, prepuratory
to driviog them Intothe deflle. Panle had
selzed many of thess poor creatures, who, In
imagination, already saw themnelves fmpaled
upnn the cruel spears of I1.feia’s troops, and,
Indesd. In not & few Instances, belleved those
who were urging them forward tw be the
onemy. WWomen shrieked and wrong their
hands, children walled pitecnsly, oxen lowed,
and the infirm and aged vented tholr grief In
groans and criss to Heaven for mercy. In
truth, so difMenlt was the task of marshalling
this motley array st nighe, numboring as it did
10,000 or 12,000 souls, that a full hour went
by before the mob bagan'to move, alowly and
uncertalnly, toward the place of refuge,
whersof the opouing was so narrow that but
few of them eould pass It at a time,

Meanwhile Hafela was developing thin'attack, |
Formlug his ¢reat army into the shape of & |

weidge, h» ralsed Lis battle ory and rushied down
on the first line of fordfications, which he
stormed without difenlty, for they were de-
fended by a few skirmishers only. Next he
attacked tho second line, aod carrled it after
heavy,fighting, thon harled himsclf upin the
main fence of the kraal, Here it was that the
fraoy began In earnest, for here Nodwengo waa
waiting forthim. Thrice the thousands rolled
on in foes of a storm of spears, and thrice they
tell back from the wide fenoce of thorns aud the
wall of stone bahind it. By now the battle had
raged for about an hour and a half, and 1t was
reported Lo the King that the firet of the wo-
men and children had passed the archway loto
the valley, and that all of them were cloar of
the enstern gatelof the town,

*"Then it Is time that we follow them," sald
the King, "‘for If we wait here untll the war-
rlors of Hafela are among us, our retroat will
bocome & rout. and scon there will be none
to follow, Let one company,’ and he uamed
it, “hold the fence for & whils to give ns time
to withdraw, taking the wounded with un"

*We hear you, King," ssld one of the com-
pany, "'bot our Captaan is killed. "

"Who smong you will take over the com.

anked Nodwengo of the group of offcars
about him. )

“I, King," answered old Hokoan, lifting his
spear, ®'for 1 care not whather I live or dle."

“Go to, boaster!' cried another. “Wha
among us ca“es whether he llves or dles when
the King commands?"

“Thut wo shall know to-morrow,” sald Ho-
kos, and the soldiers Inuehed at {he retort,

“d0 be 1t said the King: and while silentiy
and sawiftly he led off the regiments, keaping
In the shndow of the huts, Hokosa and his hun-
dAred men poated themsslves behind the woak-
ened fence and wall. Now for the fonrth
tims the attackine rogimsnt came forward
grimly, on thin aceasinn led by the Prince bime«
#nl®.  An they draw near, Hokosn leaped npon
the wall, and, standing thers In the bright
moonlight where all conld see him, he called
to them to halt,  Instinetivaly  hey nbeyed.

“In it Mafela whom Taee yonder?' ha naked.

“Ay, It 18 1" nnswered the Prines, “What
woinld you with me, wizard and traltor?

““Thia enly, Hafela. | waonld ask you what
you seck hore?"

“"That which you nromlsed me, Hoko s, tha
crown of my father and esrtain other things."

“Then get you Fack, Hafeln, for yvou shall
never win them. Iave T prophesied falasly tn
vou At aay tima? Not sn-nalther do I prohpe-
av falanly now. Oet vou haok whenee yon
cama, an your wolves with yon, elss shall
you hlde here forsyver,*

"o yon dare to call down evil on me,
wizard® shnuated the Peines furlously. “Your
wife 18 mine, anvl now [ take your life almso,"
and with wll his strangth he hurled at him
the great spear he held.

It hissed past 1Mokosa’s head, tonching his
ear. iut he never-flinched from the steel,

“A  ponr cast, Prines,”” he enld, Innghine,
“hut so It must liave besn, for 1 am guirded
by that wlilch sou cannot een, My wife yon
have, and she =hiall te your riin, My lfe vou
may take, but are it leaves me, Hafeln, I shall
sen you dend and vour army seabiered, The
Menncnger I8 padned awas, hut hi4 power Is
fallen upon me, and 1 4peak the troth o you,
O, Prinece and wartiors whio are nlreaay dead,”

Now a shriek of lisimav and fury rose from
the humdreds who heard this propheey aof (11,
for of Hokosa and his magle they wereterri-
by nfraid,

R Wim! KN the wizard ! they slionted,
antd w rnin of spears rushesd toward hilm,

They rushied toward b, they passed whove,
below. around, but of them  all not ane
tonched him.

DI L oot tell yon thint 1 was cuarded by
that which you cannot see?' he asked, con-
temptuonslv. and  then  slowly  desconded
from the wall, minid«t n great siience,

“When nien are searca the tongus must play
a part,” heesplained to hils vompantons, whe
stared at him wondering., “'Hy now the King
and those with him should linve reached the
enstern gate: wheress, Lind we foughit at ones,
Hafela would be harl upon his heale, for we
are few, ainl who can hold a buffale with n rope
of girads® Yet [think that 1 =poke truth shen
I told Tm that the garment of the Messenger
has fallen apon my shoulders, and thint death
awnlta him and his companies. as it Awaits me
also and waony of us,  Now, friends, be ready,
for the bull charges and soon we mnst feel Lis
horns, Tnis, at least, is left to you, to die
gloriously.™

While he was= #till speakiug the Arst Oles of
the rewlmont rushed upon the fence, tearing
aride the thorns with thelr hands till & passage
waz made through them. Then :20_\ NETRNK
upon the wallZthere to he met by o spears of
Hokoan winid his men *hrusting upward from be.
acath 118 aliclter, Thine sfter time they spransg,
and time atter time thoy fell back dead or
wounded, till at last, dasliing forward in one
dense coinmn, they poured over the tones os
the rising tide ponrs over the rolks on e sea-
shora, driving the defenders sefora them by
thy aliecr weght of numbers,

“The game (s plavelil” cried okosa, “Fly
aow to the eastorn gate, for here we can do noth-
Ing more.”

S0 they fird, those who survived of them, and
After thom came Lhe foe, sackine and firing the
desertod town as Lhey ndvanced.

Holosa and his mien, er rither the hal? of
them, rearhod the gate and passed it in safoty,
barring it after them, and thereliy delaring the
attackers il they could inrst their way through
it. Now hundreds of huta wern aflre, and the
finrnes sprond awiftly, Hehitlug uo the country
far and wide, In the glare of them. Hokosn
could pee that already a full two-thirds of the
srowil of fugitives Lind passed the nerrow arch:
while Nodwengo and the coldiers xere d-awn
up In_ecompatiler upon  the <teep and rocky
slupe that lud to it, protectinge thelr retreat.

He advanced and reported himeelt,

s vau have ved throngh it sald Nod-
wengo,

“*1 shiall die whist my hour comes, and not be.
tore,” Hokosa answered.  *We did well ¥on.
der, and yeot the most of us are alive 1o tall the
tale, tor [ knew when 1o go.  He ready, King,
for the foe press us close, anil that mob beliind
us crawls onward 1tke b snafl’”

A= lie spoke the pursuers hrake threugh the
fenoe und gate of the burnlne town, aud once
wore the Nieht bewgan, They lind the ndvantage
of numbers: bt Nolwengo anid lis troops
stootd in a wide road upon higher ground oro-
tecred on efthior side by walls, and wore, mure-
over., rested, not breatlileas and weary sith
try el like the men of Hafels.  Blowls, Melit-
Ing evers Inch of the wae, Noddwenen wnse
pushed back, and slowly the long ant-like line
nf women and sick and eattle crept through
thie wpeting In the rock. till at length all of
thom were gone,

It = time,” sald Nodwengn, glancing be
latn.ul him, "lar ovr arms erow weary. '’

Then he oave ordersand coanpany by eom-
puny the defending force followed on thie path
of the fogltives, 11l at lengtii, nmldst a roar of
rage and disnppolntment, the last of them vine.
islied through the arch, Hokosa amane them,
and the place was blocked with stones, above
which shioue a hodge of ape rs.

CHAPTER XX.
SOMA BETS A EXNANK.

Thus endml the first night's bntile, since for
this time the enemy had lLad enough, Nod-
wengo and his men had siso hind enoogh. for ont
of the 3,000 of thews soie 1,100 were killed o
wounded, Yot they might not rest. for ail
that unight, assletold by the women, they la-
hored, budding atone woalls ncrons 1he narrow-
Al parts of the valley, A< theenttle, women
and chlldren were moved along the gorie,
which In slimpe miny e compared to n small
pottle with twn necks, one st eithor endd, and
sncamped In the ovenlng of the second neck,
where was the spring of water. Thin spof was
ehosen btk Lecanse here alone water eould bo
abialned, withinut which they conld not hold out
more than u single dov, and beeause the koppie
whereon avew the strnngedooking eapho bia
Kiiown as tie Tree of Dootm, afforaed o naviaral
ramipart ageinst wit ok,

sShortly  after dnwn, while the nsoldiers
wure rasting and eating of such foord as could
be procired, for the most part =trins of raw
or hulf-vonked meat.out from hastily-killed ont.
vle, thie vuslwnglit wan penewed with yvigor
Hufoln directing hiseiort= to the fording of the
natural archway. Hut, strlve as he wopld,
this he could not do. “or ft waos chnked with
stoues and tharns sl gunrited by hrave men,

“You do but waate your lnbor, Hafeln,' wald
Noma, who stood by hin watehing the sasault,

Whal, then, Is to b done?® he asked, “ror
unlees we eome ot them we cannot K tpem,
It waa clever of them to take refuge In thishole,
I thought surels that they wouldl it it out
yvonder, boneath the fencens of the tirent Place,™

AR shie naswered, "f&-l; fargnt that they
had Hokoss on thelr side, Did yon, then,
think to cateh bim sleaping? ‘Thisretreat wans
Hokosn's counsel, 1 lenroed it from the lips of
thint wonnded Captain before they killed him,
Now, 1t seemna that the o are but two paths 1o
tollow, aind you can choose bstween them, ‘Fhg
aue s tosend nregiment a gay and a half's jonre-
ney weross the el top o wanrd the further
mouth of the valley snd to wylt Ll thewe Jnck-
als starve in their bole, for certalnly they “an
never come ont,*

It Law staried six hours sinee,” sndd Hafela,
“and though the precipices npre sieep, having
the moan ta vave! by, It shonld reach the river
month of the valley before dawn  tomorrow
entting Nodwengo off fro the plalns, If Indead
he shoulid dare to venture out Vv non them,
which, with o smnll & foroe, he will noido,
Yot thin Arst nlan of yours must fall, Noma,
peelng that before they starve within the tien.
ernia of Nodwengo will be back npon ue from
the mountaing, catohing us betwoen the ham-
mer and the anvil, and I know not how that
fght would go."

Yot soan or late, it must be fought.™

“Nay," e anawered, “fur mmy htwe In that
should the fmpi return to fAod Nodwengo
dead, they will surrender and seknowisdge me

ing, whoam the frsx of the blood royal,
But what your second plan?"’

Hy way nf anawar she pointed to the oliff
above them, On the right-hand slde, facing
the archway, was a flat ledge overhunging
the valley nt & helght of a hundred fest.

It you caa come yonder,'' she aald, ‘It
will ba easy to storm this uate, for there lis
rocks In plenty, and men cannnt Aght when
stones are dropping =n thieir Leails,™

“But how can we come yonder
home of viltures,
et w foot?  Look, the cliff above is aheer,
Na rock rabbit could stand upon 1"

With her eye Noma measured the dis-
tanve from the brink of the preciplee to tie
broad ledge commanding the walley.

“Slxty paces, not more,'" she sald. *"'Well,

onder are oxen in plenty, and out of thelir

™ np‘n LD made, aud out of ropes

tp that

mand of these men and hold 't.ln breach?™

where never & man has |
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“Well thought of, Noma,' said Hafsls

“Hokosa told us 1sst night_that te him bid
the wisaun of the Messonger, bue If

{nl- lnh m.r 'H‘R""‘ _!.'hal- to you lLina passed
N eitns tn me. that somne or It ahldes

with him." answered Noma lnughing.

Then the Prines gave orders, and with
many workers of hides tolling at it, within
twa hours Uie Indder was roady, the siavos
of It, st twenty inches apnrt, being formed of
knobkerries, or the broken shafta of atab-
bing spenes. Now they lowared it from the
top of the preciples, =3 that Its end rested
apon the ledue, and down it came soveral
mon, who awing upon fte Wlddy length like
spidare on a web, Heaching this great ahelf
In safety and ndvancing to the edgo of It
these moan started a boulder, which, alt'augh
Ay It ohanced It hurt no one, foll In the
midst of a group of defendars and bounded
AWAY thm-l:la them,

“Naw we must be going'' sld Hokoea,
loaking up, ‘‘for no men can ARkt avainst
rocks, and our speats cannot reach thoke
birds, Had the army beon taught the use of
the Low, mn 1 counselled (n past days, we
might wt{ll hmve held the archwav, hit they
called 1t A worian's weapon, and would have
none of it

An ho spoke anctlier stone foll, l:-ruﬂhirqirnn.
the Hife of a muan wiio siood 1 ext to him, Toary
they reireated to the fiest wall, which had
besn plind ap during the night, whore It was
not_posstble to yoll pocks upon them from the
cliffs above, This wall, and otliers reared at
Intervals behind (1 they set to work t= strongth-
an as much as they could, making the ot
of the thme that was left ta them befors the
enemy coull clear the way and march en to
attack.  Prosently they were ‘through, and
sweaping down upon thern with a roar, think-
In to carey the wall st o single rueh.  Hot In
this thay falled, Indesd, it was only nfter an
hone's hued Beliting, and by the expedient of
eontinunlly mttacking the work with frash
eampanies thint mt length they starmed it,

Wihen [Takoss saw that he could no inueer
hinld the place, but befoie the fos was unon him,
he drew aff Lin soldiors to the second wall, A

uarter of a mile or mware aivay, and here the
eht begnn neain.  And so it went an for hour
aftar hour, as ane by ane the fartifentions were
enrried by the welght of nambors, for the at-
tackers fought desperately umler the eve of
thuir Prinee, varing nothing for the ferrihle
Toss they «iuffered in men,  Twice the force of
the defenders was clinnged, by order of Nod-
weatigo, fresli mien belog sent from (he com-
panies heiil (n resorve 1o tuke the pinee of those
whn had horne the hrunt f the battle, This,
inleed, It was necessary to do, seeing that it
was impossible to carry woater to o many,.nand
in that hurning valley men coulid not fight for
long atlitrst,  Only Hekosa ttaved on, for they
brought Lim drink In n geurd, and wherever
the fray was flereest there L was alwi ya: nor.
although spenrs were enfned upon him by hun-
droae, was ha tonched v ane of them,

Al length, as the night fell, the King's men
were drlven from their Inat scherm. in the west-
ern hnlf of the valley, aeross ths onen spnee,
back upon the kapnie wlere stood the Treo of
Doom.  Here they stuyed n while, until, over-
matched and ontworn, thes were pushed from
its rocks across the narrow stretch of hroken
ground, lnta the shielter of a g=rat stone relierm
or wall, thut ran from slde to =ide of the fur.
thiar neck of the valley, wherson thaousands
of women, ard such men ns could be spared,
hid been seorking incessantly during the past
night and day,

t xan as he retreated among the last npon
this wall that Mokona caught slght of Noma
dor the ficet time sinee they parted in the housn
of the Aessanger. In the fore frant of his
troopm, directing the attack was Hafeln, the
Prince. mmd at Lin side stood Noma, carryine in
her himnd a Uttle sliteld and & apear. At thls
moment. she raw Wim, and called to him:

“You have foueght well. Wizard, hut to-mor-
row all vour magiec sbhall avail von nething,
“or it ahall be your last day npon this earth ™

YAy, Nama," he sald, “and vours, alen,

Then of a studden a company of the King's
men rushed fram the shealter of the wall tipon
the atta~Kers, driving them back to the koonla,
and kill'ng =overal, snthat in thr ronfusion
and gathering darknoss Hokosw lost sight of
her. thrug & man at hie xide declared that
he saw hLor fall teneath the thrus of an nese:
gal.  And thus ended tha second day,

Now ahen the watch had been set the King
and his Captaine took counsel together, for
thielr Tiearts wern hravy.,

“Listen,"”” sald Nodwengo, *‘Ont of 5,000
saldiers o thousand hiave bonn killed and n
thousind He among u+ woundel.
wronning of 1hem.
mete ntd chlldren and sfek to the number of
12,000, & d hetween ns and those wha would
biteher them every ane there stands bnt wsin-
glo wall, Nor is this the worst aof (1. The
Apring cannot sunpls the seanta of so great o
multitade In this hot place. and It is fenresd
thut vresently the water will Lo done, What
way shall we tnen?
perhaps lic will spare the Hves af the women
and chfldren, but whatever he may promise,
the must of us he will surely slay. If we
fizhit and are defeated, then onece his  regi-
ments are among us, all wi'l ha slaln according
to the anclent custom of our people, |
have bethought me tha: we might retreat
through the valley, but the river havand n in
flogd: nlsn, it 18 eertain that before this myl.
ttnde conld reach {t. the 'rinee will inve sent
A foreeto ceut us off while he harasees anr
rear, Now, lat him who has eonnsel speak.’

“King, I have connsel,” sait Hokosa, "' What
weoroe the words that the Messenger apoke to ns
bafore he dled? Did he not sav: “Fven now
tlie heathen (& at vour gates, and many nf van
ahall perish on his apeara: but 1 tell vou that
hashall not ennguer: DIl he not sav: “Re
falthfol and cling to the Cross, and dn not dare
todwht yonr Lord, for He will protect vay
wid your chlldren after von, and He will he
your Captain and ron shall be His neaple?' Tid
he nnt hid voualen to lsten f0 my ennneel?
Then listen to i1, for it iahis: Your cnsa
neema desperate, Lut have no fenr and take no
thonght for the morrmw, for all shall vet he
well. Lot ue now orav to Him that the Mea
senger has revealed 1o ns, and Whom now he
Implores on our bebindf In that place whers he

is to gnide ns and to seve ns, £or then sarely |
? ! {ng too much,

He wlll hieasken !o onr peaver.'

“So ba it sald Nodwengn, and gning out
he steod upon a plllar of stone in the moni-
Heht and offered up his supplleation in the
Lienving af the multitnde,

Meanwhile those (n the campof Hafoln wore
also taking counsel. They had fought brave.
Iv, Inderd, and carried the schinnses: hut at
grent cast, aines for svery man that Nodwengen
had lost three of thelrs had fallen.  Moreover,
they were In evil case with wearlness and the
want of water, a= each dron thev deank must
he carried to them from the CGreal Place (o
bags made of raw hide. which emused (t to
stink, for they had hut few eoneda with them,

UNow, it Is o mtranee,” said Hafela, ‘‘that
these men =hould ekt a0 hravely, seeing that
thiers are bt & handful, Thers can he searce
A.000 of them lefi. and vet | donb! not that be.
fore we carry those Inst walls of theirs as
many of us or more will he down, Ave, and
after they are aone with we must meoet their
weent Imipl when It returns, and of what will
befall na then I seareelr like to think."”

M fartune will hefall vyon whils Hokosa
Nyven,” broke in Noma, “Had It not heen for
!;lm‘ this trouhle had beon done with hy now:
it he s s wlzard und by his wizardrles he de-
feats us and putr heart into Nodwengo and
the _warrlors,  Yon yourselt have aeon Lim
thisTday defylug ne, not ones, bt many tines,
four upon his Aesh steel has ne power: ayv ! and
this ts byt the beginning of evil, for 1 amr sure
thint he leads you i somn deep tran whers
vail ahall periah everlastinels it he not
Timsolt declare that the power of that dead
white worlier of miracles had fallen upon him,
and wlio can feght nenlnst magle?'”

“Who, fnderd® aald Hafeln, humbly: for,
Nke all mavnces, lie was very suparstlifnua,
and. moarsnser. o sincsrs bellsver fn Hokos's
supernatural casneities, *“This wizard {8 ton
strong for ne: he s Involeerahle, and. an

know wall. he ean rend the secret thonghts of
meri And ean #ick windom feom the dead.
while to hifx eves the dnrkness is na Wind. "

“Nav, Hafeln,” ancwered Noma, “there is
one crack In his shislhl.  Hear me! If wo enn
Bt “patch him and hold Lilm fast, woe shall
hevs o need 1o foar Wim more, and 1 think T
kunnw jinw ta hait the tran*

“How wilt vou balt (17" naked ITafela.
s Miulway helwasn the keppis and
the wall hehind whieh lie the men of tRn King

standa a fat rock, and all ahout t
etretelied the hodirs nf dend m]d?l:lll:m\nw
thic ix mv plan: thnt when next ane of l.hmu:
Aark etorni clonds passes over the faos of the
maoon, stx ot the mtroneest of anr warriors
slinild creon tipas Lheie bellles into the shadow
of that ro<t, anud thess cast themaelves down
this woav and that, ne thangh ther were alan
ramhercd Geith Zthet slain,  This “dane, yoo
alini] ddespatel n hernld to enll iy the ones of
the King that van desite 1o treat with him of
peara. Thet ho will answer that it 1lils he "
’“ﬂ een rt:"wld‘mim]'Ih "r'lr walls af his enmp
and your hern shnll refuse, s ‘o
fl?m;_'fr'n?rhn"rn Aain ; AFing that el

At lin slinll n that If Nodwe o
Hoknsa to ndenancs aline to that ﬂ;“r":‘-;:km‘-’:!ﬁ
will hid me. Noma, wlhiom none can fear, tn dn
|‘p;...iu»_ and thiat thera we oan falk In
sight of hoth avles, and  roturning make
rapart ta yol and 1a Nodwenen,  Afrer.
ward, so anon ns Hokosa Tian set Lis foot nnn
the rock, those men wlhin seem to he doad shnll
speing upon him and drag him to anr camp
where we ean deal with him: for onee the
wizardis takon, tha canes of Nodwarign (s Josep !

BA goad nitfall" said the Prinse; “but wiil
ﬂtl\lrln:hw]:l].!& In;-lu I!!?"' fon th d

¥ iink s, Aafein, for eh ress
in altogether without fenr; he will ::.Trr ";:
may be, to make peaco on hehalf of the King:
And he has this strange wonkness, thai he stili
Inves me. and will searcely suffer an oceaning
of mpeaking with me (o go past, although he

haw divarced me.
‘S0 he (0 aald the Prinee,  “The game rAD
we lnse nothing,

k_arp

he: trind, ,I.Piﬂl ir i fildlll. why,
wheress, auccoeds, wo gal
I= murch: for with yon | tl\ln: Itir?:lta:x.|;r“;':'ir I
will never prosper whils that aecursnd wiz m:
siia sonder weaving hisonells, and bringin .:Il
men tadeath by hundreds and hy I'P.ou-arfd“"‘.
Then he r{:m—o lila arders. and presently
wihnn & ciond passed nver the face of thn m mh
::'l kmvn T"Ill‘ rnrwlard Il;ad"t the lee nf u,:. ﬂ:,‘_
ek and threw hemsely.
lh;:- am}r:tm]llhnﬂdu-'l.m‘“ down here and
on the clond passad, and th
g, scrons he coen e e o 4,00
a branch In
© CAmS upon a oisslon of u:e.od toshow that

(T be continued,)

| and others Ibet thelr pocketbooks,

Hnark to the |
Also we linve with us wo- |

If we surrender to 1Tafeln |

A WOMAN LItN TRAINER.

MME, PIANXKA'S EXPPRIENCES IN
THE CAGE OF HERk PRIS,

Lians Are Treacherons Mennin, Mhe Mare,
and HSometimen Peave Castly to the
thowman—1nn Lion's Cage Tralntng the
Antmals~Sex ARninst SNex In the Uage,

A wedding in & Hons' caeo (with the llons In
It} relleves the caremaony of n gunl depl of the
conventionality usually surcounding sueh nee
cantonn, and three of the beasts Nell In mos
mentary repose Are  ploturesgue sl es fos
the customary ushera and best niag, even it
they are not likely 1o become popuine, Mma,
Planka, one of the few llon tamers, cintieed
har nama under snoh elrcumsiancos, and wha
still enjoys molng Into the same caen four ap
five times aday, She has still the husoand 15y
sha married slx yonrs ago At St Lonis in (he
enge. Hntthe eage ham Do new terrors for hee
on that acconnt,

RBawe ot the expariencen of the few wamen
who underiake to enter llona’ enges and gor.
form with them are so dlfTerent from (ne pies
Ile impression on the subject that they ars
worth reconnting, It s not gennarally known
that there s no beast used In publie perform.
ances less 1o be connted on and mors peraistent
In trenchery than the llon, * Lions are lione ™
In Mme, Plankn's summing up of thelr dispasie
tlon: and the tone of 1t Implisn & world of
knnwledge of thelr natures which reoma moat
readily condensed In Artemus Ward's formuls
“oncertain eritters,.”

“There's Nero," sald Mme. Pianka, wholna
hlonde so unmistakahly from north Germany
that her own words ars not needed to verify the
supposition, “who woulll never attuck anyhboly,
to judge from the wav he generally behavos,
Bue it wan from him that I received the worst
Infuries 1 ever had, Ie atiacked me in 81 Panl
when I was ahowing there, and the rears I gnt
thnt nlght will never leave me. Splitfire was
aboot to have cubs, and ehe was more anrly
than usual. [ had to whip her, and I did ic
hard. Nero was the father of her cubs, and
when [ was ralsing my hand onee to strike her he
Jnmped up out of the corner of the vage, lenped
on my shionlders, tore the akin, and broke my
shoulderblade: and all because 1 was benting
hix mate. He had never done anything of the
kind befores during all the years I had acted
with him, and thera was no reasor for my rus-
pecting that he ever would. T never trustthe
lioneases for s moment, Even Mra. Bowser, who
lias nlwnys heen gentle enough, hatea me, an
every female animal hates a woman who has tn
control her, My husband can go Into the cagn
with her, and even with Spitfire, and thes'rean
mild an Inmbs. But he doesn't dare to gnin
when Nero Is in there. It's *sex against sex’ |n
the Hon® cage.™

Onenf the featires of the lon taming business
from a purely professional point of view that
will interest ontaiders grew out of the St. Paul
story that Mme. Planka told Tre BUN reportar,
When Nero tried to protect hismate and leapod
on the performer, hils welght shook the cace
until it tottered and nearly fell to the groond,
The two lioneasea were In the cage with him
and Mme. Pianka. The people In front of the
cage took fright, mnd In panie rushed from the
aoot. Some sprained thelr ankles or thelr wrists,
Allof them
went to the manager to be relmbursed for thelr
loss, It was the owner of the lions, however,
who was called upan to pay, It Is a matter of
profesalooal athlics that the manager shall not
be compelled to pay the damages in such a cave,
If there was any responsibiity on anybody, i8
rosted on thelr awner,

“ But we couldn’t have it sald that we bnd
left without paring or we couldn’t have gone
away to let the manager besued,” Mme. Pianka
explained. " Then we would naver have gotten
engagements anywhere. Eo we pald nut $400
for ankles and wrista that were sald to have
teen epralned and pockethooks that were sa'd
to have been lost, Once, in Montreal., Spitfire
got loose at_1%2 o'clock one night after the per-
formnance. She was gone forthree hours, They
found her tinally in & lumber yard unider a plle
of boards, | was walting to hear where she
might be found, and star out to get at her,
I climbed under the pile of wood and could sve
nothing but her eves shining fu the dark. When
I got to her it took an hour more for the men to
11ft away the lumber. She was quiet enough,
but | ronld nnt persuade her to crawl oni,
and thera wan hll‘dl; room enough for
me lytng flat on  the ground to stay
under the wood. We Iay slde by
side  thers for mn  hour, she snarling
at the noise of the men at work as they came
nearer and nearer lifting off the boarils. ‘Lhey
woere afraid to take off the Inst few hetween
them and =pitfire and me. So 1 wana left to lift
then nwny myself. By that time the ecage had
been Lrought ap, and when 1 had cleared away
what remuitied of the lumber she was willing to
ernwl into the cage.  On the way to the lnmber
yard she hal knocked down s man and killed »
horae, We had to pay for the horse, and the
mian wanted damages, too, Not only did he
wriil to be pald, buteverybody who had enjoyed
himacll dnring the hunt wanted his share. :(fo-
body was paid that time hut 1the owner of the
horss, The man who was knocked down was a
wealthy mnn in Montreal, who had been drink-
Nothing happened to him more
mariouns than & bad fright. Hpitfire was behind
a post when he came along and Jumped out
with #0 much force as to knock him down.
But he wanted to h«rld for an experience that
few men in the world ever had."

The work of preparing to go into the cage is
not of stich a character as the public belleves it
tn he. Mme, l'iankn sava that her own expe=
rience Is practically that of others who are
trainad for thie businesa.

*1 had been training horses in England," she
said, “and {t wassuggested to methat there was
a gond epportunity fora woman who was will-
ing to undertnke the lion Lusiness, [ was ace
enstaomed to unlmais from my experience with
horses, and | saw LiAL there was more monesy in
tbe Lon business, A trainer in the cirens [ was
travelling with offered to take mo&nm the cuge.
The Arst time | was frightened, dreadfully
frightened, and I suppose that 1 did the whois
thing only oan my nerve, The tralner put mn
o front of him, and teld me just whers to step
and what to do. When he was going to step Le
told me, nnd in that way we went abaut the
cage, Two lons were In iIt. The next dny

want through the same experience, lesr
frightened, and soon was bold enough to take a
few steps mysell, so that he followed me in-
stend of my keeplng In frunt of him and walk
ing In mccordance with hin suggestion. The
third day we got into the cage togethor,

' Onestep with the right,’ he rald to start os

Iputmy foot forward and the doar of the
cage slammed shut behind me. He had stepped
out, aud to prevent the llons seelng him whlﬂn ‘
whs alone in the rage, ran out of the tent
kuew that everything | was trying to do de-
ffmloll nn just what hngpmrﬂ in that saecond,

£ 1 was ever tn conguer them and siay there, it
had to be done the Inatant the two beasts look o4
up and raw me there, They did that at once
and I won, FHow [ did 1t 1don't know. But [
managed 1o lel them ses that there was to be
one master there, Then | got onut of the cage &
quickly ms T conld. It was vasy after that. Thes
necepted me as their miniress and dld what thery
were 1old 1o, 17 1 hnd loat then, the game would
huve been up, [ mightn’t have been killed, fo
:._h;lldu:m-tr hmll sent In m"ﬂ tn watch me, but t

0 isver have wone
LY IR NG, ['{ mck into that eage

Reswarda for what they do as will an punish
ments for what they refuss to do are part ot
the =ystem ol which the three lions that Mme
Plankn appears with have been trained, Hut
::::‘Lm:;orzir;r:g:izl'?t\-er all::t?hm them to lenrr

L mlie smys,

feature in controlling tlarrm. 9. Mosk imporiant
ex, who {s ten months old anil powerful,
will always bo urolean to me.” she says, © ho
cause he knows how much more powerful lie =
than 1 am, have played with him sinee ho
wns acub. Fe has knocked me down anl
knows that I cannot struggle with hin, o
soon as they find that out they are uscless.
Neronever meant to attfok me that nlght in

EL Paul, hut wan only s=Ring an effort to kee
me away from Sp'*fre. There was so mibeh
confusion after what he did that he never resls
feod Lis awn vower, But [ have never heon ahla
in mlx years 1o traln him to undertake thie oant
;rlrk. I hinve succerded by beatine and biibing
H Il’ulu'l him tn jump throngh & hoop whien
"“;".dlr Wika present. A half hour Inter, at 1he
r" lie P!‘ffﬂl'l anee, he conld not be madeo todn
t by any poseible means, Spitfire, who hites ma
l|"ll would sttack me If she got the chance, s
tie ona 1 like best and theone ! love to put
rough her performance, because shin fnes
overy blt of it with & snarl, Mrs Howser hates
me, :m but I8 tun docile to robe), wid Nerd
rrml:.gl never hurt me for snything, nithongh 't
vTIj auee as though he meant to, it the
’ elpus Bpltfire, w‘tn her ugly disposition, is my

Avorite always. Urobably 1111 always linve Ler,

x::;:::!ogn1lbirrormr; waonld :m&' 1er. we |

| nown by ever in e

ness, She hea & benutiful 1:._.,;:_’-1..:;' -:::
b ¥. and none of the 2nﬂlm"h‘l| kit

enn wants ner. I ecan't give “ar Ao,
#o It 1ooke s though  Spifire o meod
wodld he together for many years to oo
We're both young, nnd | exPeel togn o L
omge As long an I imve the sirengily tocrnw 7
It | gave It up onee and hotght & isbee
Chicago. But I'wanted the eage, ot w o

I went hack to the Lions again, sn | it

sp, wrh

stick to them. Some day R aafte
as fiftenn timen. They l;ll‘r!:h‘l- " 1ot bl
whsn't ton mueh far me.  Hut o [

whan | take my vacations wnd go * piome’ S0 e
month or so, “Home' |s the Iitle irav: | -
eirous that I eame over fram Fngland wi .a o
when | get back thers with my ald fronis s

prrlorm in & Lenk as many times & day se Hie
erowd comes In Lo wateh the show, | sm more

d
8% home Lthan suywhers slse outside Lhe cals’




