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j - r Tk trailed States ta th X,st Qnerter of a
BK ' ! Century.
Wt It was an extremely useful, but very difficult',t undertaking, the outcome of whloh l embodied

I ; '. n two large octavo volumrscollccttvelyentltled
I 1 'f 37n UirUim o (he Isitl ituarttr Venlurv tn the

f rnttrd Slafe. 1870-180- ly E. ResjAUltt As- -

j xrnnvvn (Scrlbuers). Tlicso volumes are based

t upon a series uf papers published In Scrllmer't
f J J!f(j(m)iir. but. while the original matter has

i --. . been revised and, to a large extent, rewritten
1 i extensive additions havo been made tn an to
I ji , form a consecutive narrative, 'ihe author,
f a k of course, does not profess to oiler an

Itf exhausllvo history or tho United States
i j. since 1870, or to ilo moro than ninlte provisional

t h

comment on tl.o more Ituportant events whlrh
are recorded. Ho Is nware that, with regard to

, C the purport of some of theso events, committers
I I ; ot Congress have rundo contradictory report".
j f Fully to explain tho acts of pttbllo men and the
(

. policies of administration falling within the
j ) ; period covered by these volumes we shall neod

j,
L the light to be ultimately cast by State and prl--

V ? Tate papers which, as yet, aro unsealed. The
I t s, utmost that can bo asked of the author of such a

1 . J compilation Is that hoshallevlncodlrcrctlnnand
iyt f freedom from prejudice. Tho exhibition ot such
' 'f qualities may bo conceded for thu most part In
i It this Instance, bnt, of course, an author must

t needs write from his own point of view, and It
r anot to he expected that his conclusions will

commend thimselves to all of his readers. In
some cases, to be mentioned presently, they do

t
not commend themselves to ns. Considered

i. f merely as a repertory of facts, recorded now here
. else except In the Mies of newspapers, the book

before us will bo found of great value for pur- -

g poses of references there Is no substitute for It
i K at present, and many years aro likely to elapso
ff . before oue la forthcoming.

Of the thirteen chapters composing the first
H volume, we turn first to the chapter which deals
.8 with the Credit Mobiller exposure. It will be
tp remembered thut In July. 1RU'.', Coneress

'if created the Union Paclflo Hallway Comoany to
:1j build a railroad from the Mls-ou- rl Ittver to tho
!Rj. Faclfio Ocean, fixing at $1,000,000,000 the
ji amount of Its stock, lending It a vast sum In

"If Government bonds, endowing It with an
I enormous amount of land alone the route, andI! l allowing It till lb70 to completo the road. The

ehares could bo sold but slowly, however,
', nd It was soon made clear that, unless

Conirress should otter still more temptlnK
I terms, the proji-o- t would not bo carried
- out. Accordinislj, a more liberal act
. was passed, but een this did not put
!" the road In a way to completion. Contractors
j, besitated to undertuko the building of such a

ft line, or any part of It. and hut eleven miles were
constructed up to September. 1805. The cen- -

n? eral impression was either that the road coula
Ui not bo built, or that It would never pav. In
Ijt 11 arch. 18BJ. however, the Credit Moblllerof
5 America, a company oreanized tn 1830 by the
j Pennsylvania Letflslature as the Pennsylvania

Fiscal Acency, and In Its new form soon amply
i' equipped wltu capital, contracted with the
J; Union I'aclllc to co forward with the corntruc- -
f, tlon. Two hundred and forty-seve- n miles of
if road were built, larrylnc the line to the
if 100th meridian. Then arose trouble within

i the Credit Alobllier Company. T. C. Dnrant,
r President of this and nt of the

Mj.'f Union Pacific Company, wished the Moblllerto
realize at once all possible profit out of the con- -

'flr f atraction, while his 'opponents. New England
'H; t citizens, bellevlne that tne road was to evemn- -

i ci ally pay. were inclined to deal honestly with it,

.7 expectine tbelr profits as corporators In the Mo--
B f blller to come from the appreciation of the

jHL f Union Paclflc stock, in which, to a crest extent,
IBs . the contractors were paid for their work. This

1 party soucht to eject Durant from the Mobiller
j i management, and at lencth did so, but

B his power tn the railway corporation was
H. sufficient to prevent the Mobiller. as such,
Hl . from Eettlne a further contract. After much
HHi- contention, during which the Mobiller was onHHj the verge or falllnc. Durant consented that
B. 1 Oakes Ames micJit take a contract to push tho

JB construction of tho road. Mr. Ames was, at the
fSB $ tlmr. a Mobiller stockholder and a representa- -

B ', tlve In Congress from Massachusetts. Ames's
P J contract was dated Aug. 10, 1807, but. on the
PjK $ ISth of the next October, he mide It over to
Jp seven trustees, who took Ames's place as con- -

Bf I tractors. They did all the thlnzs which he had
j;S ''' acreed to do, and were remnnerated Just as he

Sj4 y was to be. The trustees bound thnelves
? HI 'j to pay over all the profits of their'' contract to the Mobiller stockholders In

fm !i the proportions in which these ser--
'B I erally held stock at the date of the contract.
- ; This arrangement was fully carried out, and'' j, the road was finished under It. Mr. Andrews
, T' .' describes It as "an adroit way of clrcumvent- -
B' lng Durant and enabling the Mobiller to build

:LB' the road in spite of him." During 1807 and
J 18tS8. Ames sold snares of Credit Mobiller stock

B' 'V to many members of Congress, lie gave away
JJ none, bnt in a number of cases payment was

imt j considerably subseqnent to the sale. Though
i ' then worth much more, every share was sold
'y M f for par and interest. jut what It cost Ames

E i, blmsclf. Mr. Andrews does not say, but weI A say, that every sale mode under such dream- -

; stances to Congressmen was intended and un- -
' H 't demtood to be a bribe.

M I. Col. II. S. McComb of Delaware, In virtue of a
i snbicrlptlon that he sala he had made for a

B friend, clslmed of Ames J2J.000 In Mobiller
B i stock, which he alleged had never been re--IB eeived. Letters passed back and forth between
B F McComb and Ames, in one of which, the latter,

, BlS s, plain, outspoken man, declared that he had?'' placed the stock with influential gentlemen
iSI; (naming several Congressmen) " where it wouldjB' do the most good." Press and public esgerly
'Hi caught up this phrase. Soon It was in every
ill' month, and everywhere was placed upon it

''HI' the worst construction which the words could

' bear. McComb pressed his suit, and, at last,
'iH' the letters were published. Tux NV Vork
'tlMi- - BtiHotSrpt 4. 187 In the very beat of the

BY4 Greeley campaign, came out with the headingK "The King of Frauds; How the Credit Mobiller
; B Bought Its Way Through Congress;" stating

B.J; that Ames bad distributed In bribes thirty
t H(' thousand shares of the mock. worth nine millions
r B ef dollars. The scandal ran through the country

B like wildfire, the allegations being very gener- -

B? ally believed. Mr. Andrews goes on to as.
; if sert that the allegations comprised partly gross

', fabrications and partly gross exaggerations.
k To our surprise, he seems to think that the
1 bribery was excusable because "Mr. Ames's

, motive was laudable the completion of a great
national work, which has long since paid the

' ' P country many times llscnst. lie knew that the
" Factflo Railway had many bitter enemies In
'' l; Congress and outside of It, most of them not

( pnblto spirited, but the blackmailer servants
ef Durant. who stood ready, if opportunity of- -

' fered, to work Its ruin. He Ames wished to be
" fortified. Uls methods certainly carried him to

the verge of propriety, and perhaps beyond;
V but, everything considered, the evidence shows

- little ground for the peculiar execration visited.', uiion him," It Is a fact, and Mr. Andrews feels;! bound to record It, that tho Poland committee
'fjf of the House, reporting on Feb. 18. 1870, de- -

" It clared that Ames had acted with "Intent tain- -

j g fluence the voles of members." Mr. Andrews
'

tries to extennste the fact by adding that, "In
, ij; the sense that be sought to Interest men In

i the enterprise, and to prevent them from
f sacrificing It to apathy or spite, this was

J probably true. That It was true in any
X

"
is other sense Is, at least, not proved." Sorely

,, i Mr. Andrews ought to recognize the grave
r , t Impropriety of Congressmen accepting a stock' 'i when legislation affecting Its value was liable

at sny moment to come before them. The plea
J made by Oakes hinnelf that he should not be

Xi made a scapegoat was certainly pathetic, but It
i' i w" essentially unsound; for. as between the' tempted and the tempter, the latter is more

j S, worthy of punishment, "These, then, aro my
K offences," suld Ames in his defence, ."that I

' 5 have risked reputation, fortune, everything, In
n enterprise of Incalciiluble moment to tho

Government, from which the capital of tho
world shrank; that I have sought to strengthen
the work thus rashly undertaken, by

the ebarltfthlo Judgment of tho
publlo upon obstacles and embarrassments;
that I bars had friends, some of them In officialt

life, with whom I hats been wllllntr to share
advantageous opportunities for Investment;
that I have kept to the truth, through good and
evil report, denying nothing, concealing noth-

ing, reserving nothing. Who will say that I

alone am to bo offered up a sacrifice, to appease
a publlo clamor, or expiate the sins of others.
Not until such nn offering Is mmlo will I bellovo
It possible. Hut If this body shall so nrdor, that
It can best be purlllod by tho choice of a slnglo

victim. I shall accept Its mandate, appenlniK

with unfaltering confMonco to the Impartial
verdict of history for that lndUatlon which
It Is prnuoicd to deny mo Ikti-.- Tho
appeal was made In vain. Tho commutes
reeommended his expulsion, and the Houso
proceeded to censure Ames; II would probibly
havo expelled him, hnil not thonllcp.nl oflenco
been committed In a preilous Congre-- s. Sinn
after suffering this censure, which nggranteilii
dlsiase already fastened upon him, Mr. Ames
went homo to die. Ono Is always soiri rorn
scapegoat, but ne cannot accept Mr. Andrews's
Judgment that the ehantes made In Congress
against Oakes Ames had. In no wise, the weight
attached to them. 'I he only thing lo be

In the Credit Mobiller business was tho
fallnro of the House to censure or expel not
only Ames himself, but eery member who
could be proved lo havo accepted a bribe.

II.
Mr. Andrews gives hut an Imperfect aocount

of the famous "Mulligan letters," all of which
Mr. Ulalne professed to rend In thu House of
Representatives. HesupprosMS the klgnlllcmit
phraso "Hum this letter," and, of thu sub-

stance of tho documents, recalls only what
might be construed ns favurable to lllaliie. Wo
shall not dwell. howcer, on this mailer, but
pass directly to theebnpter which douls w II li tho
Tlldcn-Hnju- s imbroglio. As to the outenmoof
the election, Mr. Andrews candidly reports thut
the "Hon. Hugh MoCnllooh, a UepublU.au. but
eminently freo from piirtlan bias, was of

at the llmo, and so long as he lived, that
It the distinguished Northern mon whovll'ed
the disputed btates had staled nt home, olid
there hud been no outsldo piessuro upon tho re-

turning boards, their rerllflcalcs would lmo
been In favor of the Democratic elortlon." This
Is unquestionably true of Louisiana and Florida,
If not of South Carolina. Mr. Audrows con-

tinues: "This opinion was confirmed by a re-

mark of tho President of tho Western Union
Telegraph Company nt the annual meeting of
the Union League Club of New York In 1S78.
In a conversation with that gentleman, Mr.
McCullocn happened to speak of the elertlun uf
Mr. Hayes, when the former Interrupted by say-

ing, ' Hut he was not elected.' If ho was not,
the emanations of our office failed to show It,'
McCulIoch replied. 'Oh, yes,' was the rejoin-
der, 'but that was because the examiners
ild not know whoro to look.' 'Mr, Tildon,'
said a prominent Republican, "wa. I suppose,
legally elected, but not fairly.' This w ns doubt-
less the conclusion of a great many other Re-

publicans, as well as of practically all the Demo-
crats." For the Judgment rendered by thu Elec-

toral Commission, that Mr. Hayes hnd been
elected President, Mr. Andrews thinks that
"Mr. Justice Hradle was mude to bear wholly
uumerl'.cd censure. The fault lay not in
him, but elsewhere." On the contrary, the
fault lay mainly In htm. It was his vole
which caused the Commission, after re-

fusing to go behind the returns in the a',o
of Florida, Louisiana, and bouth Carolina.
to insist upon going behind them in the ca.se
of Oregon, It Is true that, next to Ilradley,
Congress was the greatest sinner, tn that it had
failed to pass a law to forestall the difficulty of
rival electors. In a succeeding chapter Mr.
Andrews has much to say about the personal
honesty of Hayes. How does he reconcile this
alleged honesty with his bestowal of Federal
offices upon the ringleaders in the concoction of
fraudulent returns from Louisiana?

Ill his account of the Garfleld-Hancoc- k cam-pal- e

J. the author recalls the disgraceful incident
that occurred at a dinner given in New York In

honor of S.W. Dorsey. The
Mr. Arthur. In a vein of pleasantry, remarked
that the Republicans bad been victorious In
Indiana by a liberal use of "soap." IlJt why,
one may ask, should Mr. Andrews not show
himself equally candid tn the case of Mr. Oar-fiel-

Why. wben devoting a page to 's

"highly honorable record," should
he overlook the subject's Implication In
the Credit Mobiller scandal? Not only
did Garfield acceDt a bribe from Oakes
Ames, but he lied about It-- The fucts are set
forth In the report of the Poland committee, a
committee the majority of which was composed
of Garfield's fellow Republicans. Mr. An-

drews should remember tnat he Is trjlug to
write history, and should tell the truth, no mat-
ter whom It harts. The Credit Mobiller affair
and Garfield's connection with it no more con-

stitute a petty negligible incident than does the
"soap" story.

New nistorr of the lllddle Ace.
It is a serviceable text book which Messrs. O.J.

Tiiatchlh and F. bciiwiLC have (riven us in
Eurnpt in VttilidtlleAu (Scrlbners). The authors
have been engaged for some year-- i In teaching
geueral Kuropean history ut the University of
Chicago, and the present book had its origin In

the needs of class-roo- work. Of the boocs
already current which cover the mine ground,
most address themselves either to students of
high schools or to specialists, and, therefore,
are un suited for use In college classes by virtue
either of their Bummary treatment or their
minute expanslveness. The period which
ostensibly forms the subject of the present
work extends from ftOO to 1S0O A. D but. In
the preliminary chapters, the authors really
find a starting point In 250 A. D when the
Germanic peoples began to press upon the
Roman Kmplre. The value of such a treatise
may be tested by marking what the authors
have to say regarding a certain number of
especially important questions, nmong which
may be mentioned the continuity of the Roman
Empire up to 800 A. D.. the effect of the corona-
tion, of Charles the Great as Emperor of the
West, the growth of feudalism, monastlclsm,
the Papacy and Mohammedanism, the develop-
ment of the oities, the achievements of the
Normans tn Italy, the relation of the house of
Anjou to Italy and to Hungary, the decree of
civilization attained In the middle ages, and,
finally, the Italian Renaissance.

I.
Let us glance, first, at the preliminary chap-

ter on tho remarkable reaction of the Roman
Empire against the Germans In the middle of
the sixth century. 1 he whole of northern Africa,
the whole of Italy, a part of Spain, and the whole
of Ulyrla were recovered by the Romans, whose
centre ol government, of course, was now Con-

stantinople. There cau be no doubt that Jus.
tlnlun thoroughly hated the Germans, and thut
Itwasapa.-to- f his well.deflnid pltu to reduc
or destroy them all. Not contont with destro).
lng the Teutonlo peoples, which had already
settled on Roman soil, Justinian Intrigued with
the tribes that were still uorth of tho Danube,
and fomented thslr quarrels. For curs, he
kept the Lombards and Gepldm fighting with
one another. In the hope that. In the end, thoy
would mutually destroy rach other andslhus
free him from two dangerous tribes thut were
likely at any momont to lnade his territory.
At any rate, so long as they were warring with
each other, he felt that he was safe from their
attacks. Justinian's policy was destined to fall.
He was unable to carry It loatriumpbnnt Issue
because of the wars which he was compelled to
wage with the Persians, the blavs, the Avars,
and the Bulgarians. Justinian's wars with
Persia have but little Interest for us In
themselves. They are Important, however,
because they hindered him from carrying
out his n policy. Rut for these
wars with the Persians and with bnrbarluns
In the East, he certainly would have been able
to give much more attention to the West, and it
Is probable that ho would bate greatly weak-
ened, If not entirely destroyed, thu Franks, as
be did the Vandals and the Ostrogoth. His
best Generals and troops had to be recalled
from Italy und sent to Persia at a time when he
needed their help In tho West In order to de.
stroy the German kingdoms, and restore the
empire to Its former boundaries and greatness.
It was In bis time that the blavs mad: their en-
trance Into history. In 617 tuny reached Uyr- -

rachlnm, on the west coast of Illyrla. In M0 they
overran many provinces, and even threatened
Constantinople. Almost ovory year they mnde
thrmsshes full by Invading soma part of the
Roman territory. 1'roin this time onward tho
empire was never frco from them. Their tnvn-slo-

continued until, lln.Mly. they eutlled In
the tract now represented by tho many Slavic
provinces In southern Au-trl- a and the northern
part of tho llalknu peninsula. In thu following
centuries they moved south In great numbers.
Greece became very largely Mavlc; tho Pelo-
ponnesus was called Minimis. Their migration
cost Justinian n great deal of trouble, and pre-- v

luted lit nt from earning on his conoursts In
other parts of tho i mplre, Tho Bulgarians w ero
orlg liiuly n I'ral-Altnl- c people, but when they
tamo into Huropo they settled among some
H.avlo populations and wcro absorbed by them.
Nothing was left tn them but their name,
which mine tn be applied to tho blavs, among
whom they nettled Year nfter year this mixed
peoplu invaded the empire and devastated many
of Its fairest district. Perhaps their most
fnrmlilabio Incursion took place In Ml). In that
year they ravngid the Italknu peninsula as far
south as the Gulf of Corinth, taking and sack-
ing many cities. In 0 jS the Avars, who are now
definitely Identified with the Cotrlgur-Hun-

entered the empire from the east. After doing
much damage ihry finally settled on tho middle
Danube, anil estnhlhbcd tho kingdom of tne
Avars, which two and a half centuries later was
destroved by L'hurlia the Great. Luckily for
tho (leriuuulo element in the empire. It was
si rengt hened at the very time of Justinian's op-

position by thu formation uf the great tribe of
liuvarlans, the settlement of the lnmbnrds In
1i.iIi.iuh1 tho phenomenal growth of iho Franks.
1 ho liuvarlans first nppiar ns a strong, v Igorous,
und warlike pcnule, occupilng tho teirllory
which still bears their hanio, and from which
they vrcro never nfterward removed.

II.
The significance of the coronation of Charles

the Grout as Roman Emperor In the West Is

distinct!) Indicated In tho book before us. Ic
those parts of the empire vv hlch had been occu-
pied by tho barbarians the memory of the em-

pire had almost died out. although a certain
defurence was still occasionally paid by practl-call- v

Independent States to the Emperor at
Constantinople, who was recognized as the sole
legal representative of the Roman dominion.
In tho West, which had been Christianized
largely by the efforts of the Ulshop of Rome,
this dignitary became a kind of centre and his
authority a bond of union. While the
Church thus formed a sort of spiritual
realm, she herielf did not forget the existence
of the Roman empire, whose peat was now at
Constantinople. Among churchmen, that Is to
say, among all educated moil, the Idta that the
empire must stand so long as the world should
exist bud nut died out. The Bishops of Rome
therefore regarded the Emperor at Constanti-
nople as their legitimate head and were subject
to him. In return, however, for their obedlenco
they received only Insults and violence. The
Emperor was ucver able to protect them and
was often, according to their Judgment, too of-

ficious In ecclesiastical matters. It w as natural,
therefore, that the Bishops of Rome should
at last think of revolting from tbe Emperor at
Constantinople and of eeiklng nn Emperor In

the West. 'I his revolt came to a head
when, in Rome, on Christmas Dav, 800. the
Pop placed the imperial crown on the had of
Charles, King of the Franks, and all the people
present shouted and hailed him Emperor.
Apart from the general drift of things, there
wero several specific reasons for this act on the
part of the Pope. While the Church had been
neglected b the Emperors at Constantlnoule.
Charles had bten most energetic In her service,
and was. in fact, discharging tbe function sup-
posed to be peculiar!) Imperial. The Wrst was
shocked, too. because, for the first time In the
history of the Roman Empire, the throne was
occupied by a woman. It seemed to the pople
of thut age that such a position should be
filled only by a man, and they were un-

willing to acknowledge a woman as Empress.
Not only was the sovereign a woman, but
the women had been guillyof inhuman cruelty.
Irene hml deposed. Imprisoned, aud blinded hsr
own sou. Constantino VI. It was fell that such
a criminal ns this must not occupy the high po-

sition of protector of tho Church. There was
also heresy in the East. During the eighth cen-
tury there had been a great struggle Ihere
aLout the worship of Images. The court and
tho learned generally opposed their use, while

t the monks and common people had refused to be
deprived of them. It was deemed a shame that
the orthodox West should be subjected to the
East, thus drtilid with heresy. There was
al'o a feeling In Itome at this time that Constan-
tinople was an upstart city. Home had always
claimed the right to eltct the Empror, and to
flcurous the capital of the world; but these
aiguilles had beon usurped by Constantinople.
The time had now rome. It was thought, for
Home to reassert her rights, anu again become
thu head of the lll.lvere. bho could do this by
rejecting the ruler on the Hos;orus anu elect-
ing auEmteror In the West. According to
Egiuhard. churle-s'- s biographer, Charles did not
know thai the Pope was Intending to crown
hlin, but was taken wholly b surprise. We nre
told furthermore, on ihe bmiio authority, that If
he hnd known Ihu Pope's intention he would
not have gone into the church that day.
Three reasons aro suggested In this book for
Chnrlen' dissatisfaction. In thu first place it
cut across his plans and interrupted his
negotiations with th court nt Constantinople;
again, he may havo been displeased that the
coronation should have taken place without
sunieieiit preparation and ceremony; then, too,
probably, hu was angry that he hnd been
crowned by the Pope, instead of being permit-
ted to crown himself. Charles knew, more-
over, that he was not legally Emperor; that his
cotonatiun had biun nn ivcl.of rebellion against
the legitimate noverelgn. There was but one
thing lhat could make him a legal Emperor, and
that wnstheacqulescunceof thu F.mporor In the
East. 'Ihls he determined to secure at any
price. He did not resent tho many Insults
offered him by the Eastern Emperor, but
preserved a conciliatory attitude, and was,
at Inst, successful (In 811.') in obtain,
lng the recognition which he so ear-
nestly desired. In that year he was greeted as
"Imperator" and "Haslleus" by the ambas-
sadors of the Eastern court. The defect in bis
title was thereby removed, and Charles seems
not to have trouoled himself any further about
th Eastern Emperor. He evidently thought,
however, that ho was himself Emperor In tbe
West only. Hu nuver disputed the existence or
tho legalln of the Emperor in tho East. He did
not regard his coronal Ion as the deposition of
Irene, but, on tbo contrary, continued to have
dlplomullc relations with Constantinople. Or
what hud occurred III A. D. 800 the people of
Rome took a different view. To them it was,
and was meant to Tie, n revolt. They believed
that they hud deposed tho Eastern line and re-

stored the supiemacy of the West. In their
list, of l.mperors the noma of Charles the Great
follows Juicily after that of Constantino VI.

'1 his restoration of the empire In the West
was a momentous event, because of tho vast In-

fluence it had upon the later history uf Europe.
It bound Ituly und Geruiuny tocetlier In a union
which, while it had Its compensations, was, on
the whole, ruinous lo both, nt least politically.
In consequence of Charles's coronation the Ger-
man Emperors were unable, for 700 years, to
froo themselves from tho Idea ihnl they must
rule Ituly. They were, therefoie, continually
wasting their strength In useless cumpulgns In
tho llallau peninsula, Instead of extending Ger-
many to tbe earn, the only direction in which
t here was a possibility of success. 'Iho Emperors
woro themselves out In Italy, but were never
able to unite Germany, The best dua of the
beslGurUiun sovereigns were spent on Italian
soil. The political unification of Germany was
thcieby mudo Impossible until our limes.

Ill,
In a chapter on feudalism, tho latest conclu-

sions on a difficult subject ure set forth briefly
and cleurly 'lo comprehend feudal Miclety wo
should not fix our ees too exclusive!) on th
feudal lord und his rights and duties, but eon.
aider carefully the situation of the other two
clabtes, namely, the peasunts or tillers of the

1 soli, and the cliueus or Inhabitants of the

' "" "" -r

towns. The Und was ordinarily divided Into
large estates or domain. In the hands of what
may bo called great landlords, who, of course,
did no work themselves. Very often they did
not even oversee their estates, but left that work
to the care of a foreman or agent. This office of
agent often becumu a flef, but some-
times It was farmed out for a certain
sum. Tho holder of It received no salary,
but was expocled to get his pay out
of tho administration of the office Itself.
This he did at the expense of the peasants,
Tho central house, or manor of tho estate, was
regarded ns the re'Idenro of tho lord, although
It frequently happened that hu spent little time
tn It, especlnll) If he possessed several domains.
Often the manor would be the residence of the
agent. About the manor was usually a consid-
erable amount of lnnd. which was held Imme-
diately by tbe lord ahd cultivated for his
benefit. Since all his tenants owed hlmaeer.
tain number of ilnys' labor, ho novcr experienced
any difficulty In having this land well culti-
vated. All the rest uf the tillable laud and
meadow was divided Into small lots. These were
parcelled out among the tenants, and became
hereditary In the families of those who tilled
them. The tenants lived generally In Utile
houses grouped together, forming a village. All
tbe Inhabitants of the country were known as
peasants (rustic!, villeins), and may be divided
Into two classes, serf and free, though, within
these two divisions, there were many varia-
tions. A separate chapter is devoted ton de-

scription of the class of cltlrens, but we need
only note that most of the cities arose after the
establishment of feudalism ; they vv ero straight-
way forced Into the feudal relation. 'Ihoy
were, in fact, regarded as feudal personali-
ties or entitles, and received much the snmo
treatment ns would u feudal Individual. The
city, as a whole, owed feudal duties, and might
have such duties owed to It. As the municipali-
ties grew largo and rich they reslstod the fendnl
claims nf their lords, and wcro one of the powers
that dcstrojtd feudalism. 'Ihe feudal uvstrm
may bo said to have reached Its hclghth from
the tenth to the thirteenth century, and then to
have gradually declined. The Invention of gun-
powder revolutionized the methods of warfare,
giving to lnfuutry an ascenuancy ovor cavalry.
Against firearms the knight's armor and his
castle wcro equally useless. Tho closo of the
middle ages is marked by the rapid growth
of the power of the Kings, who succeeded In
gathering nil the elements of authority Into
their own hands. Gradually feudal tenures
wero changed Into allodial tenures. Vari-
ous forces were at work to decrease the number
of serfs and villeins, such as the Crusades, tbe
great pests and the Incessant wars. The feudal
lords were eventually left without a sufficient
number of tenants to do their work. The
demand for workmen created now sources of
supply, and wo find, at once, a growing number
of free laborers, who worked for wage, without
any feudal ties. The fifteenth century saw
the breaking up of feudalism, although In
France and elsewhere certain fragments re-

mained till the Frenoh Revolution, and the
social organization of Europe is still largely
feudal In Its fundamental Ideas.

IV.
Of monastlclsm there is a succinct account In

sixteen pages, while eighty-fiv- e pages aro allot-
ted to th pivotal subject of the growth of the
Papacy aud the relations of that Institution to
the empire. Both the dark and the bright sides
of monastlclsm are distinctly brought out.
There were manv periods of decadence In tbe
history of tbe institution. The piety of the
monks gave them popularity and wealth;
wealth. In lis turn, gave leisure, and led lo Idle-
ness and profligacy. The principles of monastl-
clsm were onposed lo the dignity of tbe family
and to the proper position of woman In society.
Again, the best human talent was frequently
drawn Into the monastery, and hence lost to
the hint. Much more. Indeed, might be said
against the Institution, but the good which It
did far outwelched the evils. Monastlclsm
furnished the missionaries to Christianize
western and northern Europe, The monxs were
also rlvlllzers. Every monastery founded by
them became a centre of human life and learn-
ing, and hence a source of Illumination to the
surrounding country. They cleared the Istids
atd brought them under cultivation. They
were skilled farmers and taught, by their ex-

ample, tb dignity of labor, in an age when the
soldier was the world's hero. They preserved
much of the civilization of Home, and
transmitted It to the barbarians. They were
the teachers of tho West. Literature and learn-
ing found a refuge with them In times of vio-

lence. Their monasteries were the hotels of the
middle age, and they cared for Ihe poor and the
sick. They were tho greatest builders of medt-rev-

times, and many of the great churches of
Europe were built by them. We owe them, in
fine, an Immense debt of gratitude

Of the Inog struggle between the Popes and
the Emperors we need only remark that It
resulted In the political dismemberment of
both Germany aud Italy. While the great
feudal lords of Gennuny weregaliiiugauloiiomy
there, tbe cities of northern Italy were ac-

quiring Independence, and tho French, under
tho Ilouteof Anjou gained a firm fi otho'd in
the southern part of the peninsula. The
Papacy still retained Its lands in tbe central
pnrt. at the end of tho mlddlo ages, but,
considered as a spiritual Institution, Papacy
had begun to lose ground. It was becoming
gradually divested of th religious character It
had possessed in thedn)s of Gregory the Great,
and was now coming to be regarded more as
a great political factor. It had placed temporal
power above Its religious Interests, ai d. there-
fore, the final assurance of Its victory over tb
empire was tbe beginning of Us decline.

V.
To Mohammed, Mohammedanism, and the

Crusades, tbe authors of tho book before us as
sign about a hundred pages, but tho subject
could not be adequately treated In a smaller
space. The direct and ludlrsrt cfficts of tho
Crusades on Europe are well summed up, Thoy
undoubtedly did nioch to Increase the power of
the Papaoy, especially during the first hundred
years. Urban II. was virtually at the bead u(
Christian Europe, and his leadership of a most
popular movement confirmed him In his high
place In the mind of the Christian world.
Chivalry was, perhaps, an inevitable outgrowth
of the feudal syrUm, but tbe Crusades forced
It to become organized, aud made of It the
Institution which it became. The military-monkis- h

orders owed their existence en-

tirely to the Crusades. The oouquests of
the order of leulonio Knights among the
heathen along tho Baltic mar be regarded as
one of the most Important of their Indirect ef-

fects. It Is also certain ll.atthe Crusades helped
to demolish feudalism. The barons often sold
their rlgbts, privileges, lamle, and other feudal
possessions. In order to get money to go on a
crusade. The creation of anew nobility to re-

place tbe old was thereby hastened, Again, as
we have said, tbe Crurailesuiiiilmnnid tho num-
ber of the feudal subjects uf th" )"c I class,
and so created the demand f jr workmen, which
resulted in the elevation f ihecifs intoaOiiss
of free 'I he) alno had nouin
effect on tbe process It) which tho Kings
were increasing tbelr power, '. Ilm ex-

pense of the nobles, biuce, luureovei,
they brought together large numbers of
people of all countries, they devi loped thu
consciousness of national diffeiences Each ha.
tlon Lame todlsllku all the others ono of the
necessury steps, apparently . in the duv elupment
of nationality. On loinnierie the Influence o'
the Crusades was inurkid. They gave a great
Impetus to shipbuilding, since tho carrying of
pilgrims between Europe and Asia biciimr
a lucrative occupation, nod the amount of trudu
was greatly Increased. Many new objects of
merchandise were now Introduced for thu first
tlnio Into Europe. 'Ihu Crusad.s created and
supplied a large demand In the West for wines,
suear, cotton, silk, all kinds of textile fabrics,
rugs, pottery, glassware, suites, medicines, s,

colorlug substances, liut-iise- , various
kindsof oIL mu.tlc.dates.gralns, and runny other
things. It would not be loo much to say that
the Crusades made Europe rich. The cities, es.
pecliill). profiled by tbo expansion of commune;
thu rise of the citUeu. or inlildlo class, was
greatly expedited. 'Ihe literature and leurufiig
of Europe were also profoundly affected Ihe
Crusades gave a strung impulso to literary ac.

tlvlty. Many chronicles, histories, end poems
were written about them, and the legends which
grew out of them were Innumerable. The liter-atn-re

of chivalry may be traced. Indirectly, to
the same Impulse. The great cjcles of legends
nbont Solomon, Troy, anil Aloxander the Great
arose under the same Influence. In 1141 the
Koran was translated Into Latin. About the
same time a school was established In Paris to
teach the Eastern languages, suoh as Arablo
and Armenian. Europe's fund of Information,
also, was materially Increased. As regards
ronlogy, the Crusnders breams acquainted with
man) animals which aroused their curiosity.
The Intirest thus nwnKcned resulted In tho
formation of zoological gardens, first of all, In
Slc'ly and Italy, In whloh strange animals wero
collected, not simply to gratify curiosity, but
also to satisfy a thirst for scientific knowledge,
Mnrcov er, some new domestic animals were In-
troduced Into Europe, such as tho mule, the
donkey, and tho Arab horse. In botany nnd
prnctlcal farming Europe hvl much to lenrn
from the Arabs. They taught the best methods
of Irrigation. Tho "Dutch" windmill Is
an Arablo Invention, mid was used for
grinding corn and drawing water In tbe
East. It was Imported Into Europe by
the Crusaders. Many new plants and trees
were brought to tho West, and experiments
made In their cultivation. Among them were
not only sugar and cotton, already mentioned,
but a'eo rice. Indigo, (inme, and saffron; the
mulberry tree, the pistachio tree, the fig, citron,
pomegranate, watormclin, muskmclnn, apri-
cot, plum, and artichoke. In medicine
and chemistry, which, among tho Arabs
wero closely related, the Christians lenrnod
of divers syrups. Juleps, and elixirs; of
camphor, senna, rhubard. and many simi-
lar Ingredients. Many chemical terms,
such as alembic, alcohol, alkivil, borax,
and amalgam are Arablo In orli'ln. The ad-
vances made by the Arabs In mathematics and
astronomy arc ton well known to need mom
than nn allusion. The Inter-
course between tho Christians and the Moham-meilan- s

facilitated thospread tntho West of the
Arabic achievements In those directions. Many
astronomical terms, such as zenith, nadir, azi-

muth, and almanac, were derived from the
Arabic

TI.
Mot Important of all was the general enlarge-

ment of the Intellectual horizon of Europe,
caused by the travels of Western Christians In
foreign lands which had a different, higher, and
finer civilization than their own. Life In the
West was still very rude. Tbe houses lacked
all luxuries and comforts, and most of those
things which are now regarded as necessities.
Tbe Western European, whose experiences bad
been very limited Indeed, onlerea Into a new
world when he set out on a crusade. He found
now climates, new natural products, strange
costumes, houses, nnd customs. The features of
the land-cap- and even the skies above Mm.
were different. In tho dwellings he found
many new objects of convenience, embellish-
ment, and refinement, such as baths, divans,
sofas, alcoves, mattresses, cars (Tea, baldaquins.
Jars, and precious stones. The words talisman,
amulet, carat, and the names of many stones are
Arabic The geographical knowledge of the
West had ben vry circumscribed, but the
Crusades gave experience in travel and a prac-
tical knowledge nf large territory. Great In-

terest was aroused tn th study of geography.
A tolerably thorough acquaintance with
the Mediterranean and of large parts
of Asia and of Africa was acquired. The cari-
osity awakoned by new regions, supplemented
with mercenary and commercial Incentives, led
Europeans to undertake long journeys of dis-
covery Travellers of this kind, only a little
less famdus'than Marco Polo, were Plan Carpln
and Andrew of Longjutnrau. The accounts of
their Journeys whloh they published were very
widely read, and, while convevlng Information,
Increased the Interest of Europe In foreign
lands. The Influence of the Crusades In this
direction can hardly be overestimated. With-
out them the Renaissance could not have been
what It was.

In a chapter' on the Italian Renaissance, the
authors, of this book correct some misconcep-
tions which ar still current to a certain extent.
We still occasionally hear the Renaissance de-

scribed ns tbe first gleam of light which shot
across Europe In the thousand yeurs succeeding
tho deposition (In 4711) of Aucustulus, the last
Roman Emperor of the Wet before the appear-
ance of Charlemngno. Nothing Is more er-

roneous. 1 be middle age had. as tho authors
are at pains to show. In s, chapter devoted
to tho purpo-e- , a hlkh civilisation of Its
own. The civilization, however, was clerical
and feudal, and, from principle, severely
limited. The Renaissance, on the otber
hand, was secular, and freely and ambitiously
expansive, like antiquity. It succeeded, tn the
order of lime, but it did not try to unroot the
world of medlixval thought, and. like all legltl-mai- o

historical agencies. It ended In adopting
and assimilating the bettor possession of its
predecessors. The Renaissance gave back lo
the world the classicism which hnd been lost,
but it did not oast off medlicval Christianity,
and, therefore, rested, as modern civilization
down to our own day rests, upon the fnslon and
reciprocal modification of these two congeries
of Ideas.

Nkeptletsm Esempttfled Im Fit Qresvt
Drama.

It Is a remarkable .book for which w are In-

debted to the late John Owen, which the
Messrs. Putnam have published under the title,
'Ihe I'ixe Oinil Meptlcul Dramas nt ffs'orv.
Tour of theso are, of course, tho masturwork of
the grcale-- t of Greek dramatists, the "Prome-
theus Hound" of iEechylus; the noblest ol Old
Testament bm ks possessing a dramatic plot and
character, that is to say, tho Book of Job; tbe
" Hamlet" of bhukespeare, and the "Faust" of
Goethe; to which Is added tho treatment of the
Faust problem by Calderon from a Roman
Catholic point of view In "El Maglco Prodlgl-nho.- "

No dramas have attracted so much of the
world's attention as these five, nor have anr
others manifested so adequately the Intellectual
and spiritual Idiosyncrasies of their wrltsrs. In
grouping and considering them together, Mr.
Owen's aim was to show that the problems and
difficulties with which men have coped through
all llmo are essentially similar; Promotbeus, tn
opposition to the Olympian deities; the patri-
arch Job, in antagonism to the Hebrew Jahve;
Faust aud thu Wonder- - Working Magician,

with the Deity of the modern world,
and with the laws by which Ilo rules It; theso
four aro all vindicators of lbs selfsame Issue,
protiiconlsis In the selfsame battle. They oc-

cupy the same stnmlpointof Inherent justice
aud of automatic mental Independence, of

reason and conscience; they begin
from lbs same starting point; they employ
largel) thu same arguments, they arrive mostly
at the same coucluiilons, '1 lie author concedes,
however, thai u oid of exception ma) be
tliuught needful for Hi rulet, hero closMtled as
one of the fivuskcpilrai thinkers. In harmony
with the bent of n nuiluualily which is far morn
practical than rpeculvllve. ills doubt is largely
comerped tlth action. In point of fact, lis
combines speculative with practical doubt, hut
it I In the direction uf action that he seeks und
Hilda his actual conclusions. '1 hn problem Ham-
let aims to nolve Is ralher doubt In action than
doubt In speculation, but evun here the raa-nn- s

bo appeals lo are not unlike tliosu of sperulutlvo
doubters, and, so far, much of his riasonlng
Illustrates und Is Illustrated b) the arguments
of other skeptical fri o thlukcrj.

I.

About a fourth of the volume Is allotted to
.1ehylus's great drama. By Hiodouble method
of auulyels and comparison the author endeav-
ors to explain thu maivellous fascination
which the Pioiiietheus ink Ih has exercised ag
alter ago upon the strongest intellects Hu
shows thai it appeals directly to all that Is
heroic, magnanimous, and disinterested In
man's highest nature. Whenever human giants
have been erusuwl by some overmastering and
uiisciupuloun i) runny und have demanded
some principle of roistance to It; whenever
met) havo striven for further kuow ledge
and enlightenment and have determined, at
wi.nlovur risk, to attain it; whenever the
champions of mankind have felt their energies

i

thwarted, and their aspirations circumscribed
by the Iron fetters of fate or circumstance;
whenever ethical qualities, justice, unselfish-
ness, generosity, have proved themselves su-

perior to mere forceand authority, whether sup-
posedly divine or human; whenover leaders of
men have had to contend w Ith neglect, with sol-

itude and frlendlesshcss, with abuso and perse-
cution; then tho Image of tho suffering Titan
and bis Indomitable spirit havo exercised a po-

tent sway. Whaturor may have been the na-
ture and exteut of the worship which rome
writers suppose to hivo been offered nt his
shrine In the Academy at Athens, the chnrnclor
of Prometheus has undoubtedly beon enshrined
In many a human heart nnd has obtained from
congenial spirits a full measure nf fealty and
reverence. With the single exception of a cru-
cified Jesus.no example of suffering goodness
hns taken so profound a hold on the Imagina-
tions and affections of mankind.

The extent of this power Is Instructively
shown by Its diversified character. Not only
has the Promethean fire kindled the Intellects
and quickened tho Imaginations of all the most
eminent thinkers In tbe world's history, hut It
has disseminated Its Influence In the multiform,
trradlalory manner tn which all great con-
ceptions exerclso their power. Mr. Owen ex-

hibits the nature and amount of this diversity
by a list of the moro lllustrluus nmong those
who have been atlrsctrd by the story and have
recognized Its profound significance. Prome-
theus has exercised, for example, a prepotent
sway on Heslod, Eschylus, Socrates, Plalo,
Luclnu, Cicero, Plotlnus, some of the later Chris-
tian Fathers, upon Abelard, Giordano Bruno,
Cuinpaiiella, Bacon. Vlco, Calderon, Jean Paul,
Herder, Goetho, Flchte, Helnu. Leopnrdl, bhcl-le-

B)ron, aud Coleridge. Nor of less Import
nre tho varied modes In which the narrative
has been reconstructed, and Informed with now
meanings, b) these nnd other variously minded
thlnkeis. Whllo Idealists such as Plato and
Plotlnus In ancient, and Coleridge In modern
times, have discovered In It the germ of nn ab-
struse nnd elaborate systotn of transcendental-lsra- ,

cynics and misanthropists, like l.uctan and
Leopnrdl, have. In the spirit of Mephlstopheles,
thrown ridicule on the Promethean gift of rea-
son to mankind. Slielle) Inturpreted the myth
In a myellco-tiaturiill.t- sense. haracterlstlo of
his genius, but also significant of,tbo g

capacity of the theme It)mn seized espe-
cially upon those, features of Prometheus which
represent th Titan as contending wllb Invinci-
ble destiny. CninpaiiMlla. Bacon, Jean Paul,
Herder, Goethe, and Flchte agree in laying
stress on the Eschyllan notion that Prome-
theus enlightens maukind against the volition
of tbe powers that be; while Giordano Bruno
and Heine made tbe suffering Prometheus a
s)mbnlof downtrodden humanity In Its peren-
nial struggle with tyranny, whether humnn or
superhuman. Such are some of the many

which the "Prometheus Bound" has
received, a few of tho vestments in which the
Titan has bean endued by tbe Intellects aud
fancies of various Interpreters.

II.
In summing up the outcome of a study of the

Book of Job, Mr. Own holds that no attentive
reader ran rise from Its pernsal without a new
sense of revelation, not at all unlike the

of new knowledge which n pious but
thoughtful and candid Greek would have de-

rived from witnessing a representation of
on tbe stage, and from contrasting Its

lessons with tho old mythological lore In which
he had been Indoctrinated, in the author's opln-te-

a Hebrew student or a modern student of
ths Book of Job can hardly fall to be struck
With Job's sublime belief In ahsolute Justice as
a sovereign power In the universe, however
much Ha duo manifestation might be Impeded
from different causes; or with the fact that It
was precisely this which formed tbe basis of
Job's Invlnc Ible trust In Jahv e, or rather In the
goodness and Justice which Jahve personified
to his spiritual consciousness. Nor can such a
student fail to notice the subjective side of tbe
preceding considerations, to wit. Job's unassail-
able conviction of bis own Integrity, and. there-
fore, the virtual Infallibility which heasslcns
to the hamsn consciousness. We should ob-

serve, too. as the outcome of these two princi-
ples, the distinct sanction nf honest doubt, fr-- o

Inquiry, and free speech, whloh Is presented by
the words of Job, and, thereby, tbe Justifiability
of all questioning and research based on tbe
pure love of truth, especially it attended by

Intellectual candor, and religious
reverence. Recognized, also, by any thought-
ful eludent would be the greatly enlarged
scope assigned, both In Jove's speeches
and Jahve's discnurse, to ancient He-

brew notions on the subject of God and his
government of the world; nor can any one fall
to perceive tho effects of these broader con-
ceptions In enlarging man's own views both of
himself and of his true place In the universe. In
short, to a candid and Intellectual Hebrew, the
study uf the book might not Inaptly be defined
as a 111 eral education, especially if hu bad been
nurtured on theocratic notions and Ideas
of national excluslvensss. But such a reader
would bo ultimate!) brought, as rroineiheus.
Job. Faust, nnd all other genuine Inquirer- - havo
been brought, lo a conviction of the drnwbiuks
of human search after truth, drnwbai ks pro-
ceeding from the unbounded scope of knowl-edg-

as well as from the limited powers of man.
He would learn from Job the common lesson of
all the skeptical dramas, that spcrulatlvo
truth Is forman an Impo.slblllty. and that man
most learn to be with tbe narrower but
sufficing range of practical nnd ethical duty.

III.
After undertaking. In upward of a hundred

pages, a detailed aliuly.lv of Goethe's greatest
work, Mr. Owen proceeds to adjudge Ilo position
among tbu five great knowledge dramas of the
world. He fluds Its chief point of difference,
wheucoutrusted with "Prometheus" and "Job,"
In the incomparably greater breadth of Its
scope. Regarded from the v lew-poi- of human
hlbtory, if Prometheus represents that stage of
Greek speculation lu whloh UDthoIugy give
place to and Independent
thought, if Job porlra) Hebrew speculation at
a similar stage, Goethu's "Faust" ihlblts tho
extreme directions as well as the many varie
ties of all modern European speculation, from
the median at ages to the preseut time. If, on
tbu other baud, we regard the three dra-
mas as stages in human freedom, tbe first
of them says to raanklud: "You may crlll-els- e

m)lhologlcal or traditional Ideas of God
when they are inconsistent with justice." The
second sajui " You may question religious

of Deity, as well as of human duty,
when theso conflict with man's freedom and
bis moral consciousness." The third drama. In-
cluding and far extending all prioi permission
of the kind, su)Si "You may question all d

knowledge of a speculative kind, no mut-
ter what its origin, extent, or sanction." There Is,
In truth, iiu limit lo the critical skepticism of" Faust." All objects of human knuwli dgu and
study, physical science no leas than philosophy
and tboology, aio luvulved In the same mlety
Incertitude, and tbe side task of huiuanli),

to Goethe, Is perpetual Mrtlienor tea. i n,
accompanied though this lui wllh continual
liability lu error.

Wo ar cannoned, at tho samo llmo, not to
forget too twofold aspect of the skepticism In
"laust," bid Li t.ldu with his iinn suspense
and contradistinguished from It, both In aim
and origin, Is tbadestructlve icudeucy uf Meph.
lslopbeles. Goethe seems to buve recognized
iho truth lhat Inquiry is Just as much opposed
to of gatiou as to affirmation, though it Is Inter-esttn- g

to notice that, even lu tho role of Mcpula.
tophules, he dlsrerussomokind of utility, fortho
reason thut, In some of Us phases, destruction is
the inev liable counterpart of production lu na-
ture. Mill that role, In lu tendency

annihilation and In Its effnit lo re-d-

the wondrous unlversu of vitality
to a mere KwiaUtrt (eternal vacuum)
represents that aspect of speculiuiun vvhlrh was
ever most reiulslvu to Goethe, and whatever
Juslltliatloii can be claimed for It Is left tn be
made by .Mephlstopheles himself. No doubt thu
ultlmati tBiiipe of Faust Horn theelulelius uf
tils nuiniilo imnpunlon must be held to symhol-iz- e

Gne the" couv ictlon of the preference of
to negation 'Ihe diama begins with iho

maxim that error must accompaii) luqulo.und
cods ith the verdict that Inquiry is a condition J

ot flnal human redsmptlon. nencMr.Owe
would say that perpetual research reoetr
" Fanst" (u benediction and apothsoals.

IV.
In the chapter assigned to " El Maglco Pre- -.

dlgloio," the author sets forth a number of
vslld reasons for classifying this piece among
the dramas of free thought. Unquestionably
It manifests, to a certain extent, the perennial
dissonance botvveen the search after truth on

the ono hand and dogma on the other. At the
same time. It Is pointed out that th soope

which Calderon allowed to his treatment of th
subject was very limited. We see nothing hers
of the generous appreciation of all human
knowledge which Is to be found In the "Pro-
metheus;" nothing of the free movement of
human Instincts and feelings presented In th
Hook of Job; less even than nothTng of th i

profundity of the g and many I

sided speculations that pertain to "Fanst." i
Here knowledge Is regarded under one aapaot
only, to wit, the quantum of truth whlob. V

exists Id the dogmas of Romanism. Of general, Ji

secular, mundane knowledge, Calderon Is In fj
variably susplolons, as. Indeed, became an offl- - 1

clal of the Holy Office and an ardent Romanist 1

priest. This temper la manifested on different I
occasions throughout the progress of the play. 1
Thus tho dramatist makes the Demon haves)
special power uver the attainment of knowl- - j

edge, as If the process were of an Infernal ne--
ture, for when Cyprian, the hero of the piece, ,

declares his determination to solve his double,
the Demon replies that be will hide their solo- - ,

tlon from him. So. when the Demon
tbo nngello Insurrection, knowledgo Is put for-
ward as tbe qualification that entitled him ts
attempt tho usurpation of supremacy In heaven.
Again, knowledge Is connected with maglo, '
as H the latter art, with all Its Infernal I
connotations, represented only the consum- - I
mate Intellectual attainment. Tho same spirit i"
Is manifested In Cyprian's confession, after
he had become a Christian, of the unsatlsfao.
tory results of hit studies. No doubt, this con-
fession pertains to all the dramas of free thought.
That study engenders doubt Is a skeptical
commonplace, nnd the recognition of It as a
profound truth Is not Incompatible with the
most untiring and determined search: but Cal-

deron employs tho maxim not as an incitement
to knowledgo. but as a plea for obscurantism.
In short, his standpoint Is that of eccleslastlclsm,
the standpoint, namely, that, all truth being
comprehended In tho creed of the Church, seou- - '

lar knowledge of every kind Is a useless If not
profane acquisition, a standpoint which,

hns much to sny for Itself.lon
grounds ol antiquity, seeing that It is the ground
of the prohibition Imposed on Adam with ref-
erence tn " tho tree In tho midst ot the garden."

It U not dlsputid that, with all Its shortcom- -
Inge, dramatic and philosophical, Calderon'i
pla) will always excite and sustain a high de-

gree of Interest. In respect of Spanish free
tbonght.lt has a special significance. It may
be characterized as the high-wat- mark of
religious nnd philosophical Inquiry within the I
limits of Spanish Romanism. That Calderon I
represented, and still represents, all that Is mos f
distinctive In the religion, the genera) culture, V

tho manners and Usages of bis countrymen U

undeniable. He Is an authenilo exponent noi
only of the Spain of Philip IV., but, wllb slight
modifications, of the Spain of the present
day. To a philosophical outsider, such as the
late Mr. Owun was, nothing In the recent cele-
bration of the b. centenary of the poet's death
seems more striking than the avidity with
which his countrymen seized upon those natural
attributes w hlch have made Calderon the great
poet uf his natlou, together with their sublime
unconsciousness of imperfections aud short-
comings, compared with which the htchest alti-
tude of poetlo sentiment and Imacinullun is
devoid ot any durable worth. In Mr. Owen's
opinion, no greater proof could be advanced J
than that which Spaniards, by their undlsorim- -
lnutingeulogios of Calderon, have themselves J
piofTered, of the narrowness, obscurautlsm, and
deficiency of broad and liberal culture which fl
continue to characterize their most benighted 1
corner of modern Europe. When the re. I
generation uf Spain has made unmistakable I
progress, we may be sure that the movement Jwill be accompanied by an Increasing deprecla. jB
tlon of Calderon as the highest Intellect of his H
country. Nut that his real merits will ever be 9
questioned. Hut Spaniards, emerging from tbe H
dark prison cells of the twin giants, eecleslas--
tlclsiu and civil despotism, will soon begin to 1
perceive thnt nc amount of poetlo Imagination, a
no dramatic versatility or excellence, nn de--
tee of grace, tenderness, and pathos, and no 1
power of verrfflcnlluncnnbe held tocompenaat
for teachings which, prompted by bigotry. In-

tolerance, and religious and political servitude,
have helped lo intensify and sustain them,

V.
We have reserved for the last the author's

exposition of "Hamlet's" relations to the other
great dramas of free thought. It Is pointed out, I
In the first place, that Hamlet, like Prome- - I
thcus nd Ji b. Is nt war with his surroundings.
He represents ono aspect ot the dissonance
which must ineviwh!) emerge between the
finite and the Infinite. He was tbe victim of a
remorseless fute. which is nono the less harsh
In that It assumes the form of an Imperious (
duty. Hamlet, indeed, merges the Idea of nn I
overruling Providence in the allied com epiion j
of uu Irreversible fate, hut with tbe government 1
of tho universe he Is, like Prometheus, at open
fiud. He also resembles the great Titan In the
fact that he repreeents, though not always with
equal resolution. Justice against crime, human
rl.-n-t against arbitrary tyranny, and truth J

against falsehood and hypocrisy. He Is
further like him In that the motive of
all his efforts, ono main element of all I
his suffering. Is his own disinterestedness, fl

since It Is clear thnt Hamlet was actuated. In 9
his passion for revenge, by filial affection for his I
excellent father, and by a sense of the Irrcpnra- - I
bio loss Denmark hud sustained by that father's Juntimely death. So far, therefore, hlssuflerlngs,
like these of Prometheus, are, lu their nature,
vicarious. That there are, on tho other hand,
points of contrast. Is obvious. The high estl.
mute.whlch Prometheus had formed or mankind i
aud of Its capability of progress, differs much
from Hamlet's contempt for tho mon of hi '

lime, though It Is evident thnt his own relations
to his fellow men had been sy embittered by his
misfortunes as to make lilm Incapable of pro-
nouncing an Impartial Judgment un the point.

Ihe special affinity which Hamlet bears te
Job Is that he Is a vindicator of human rights
against human falsities; he asserts the claims
of Ihe individual consciousness against social
proscriptions nnd opinions. Like Job, Hamlut
has been oppressed by the ruling powers of the
universe. Llko him. he refuses an unworthy
coiiiprumlso.vv Ith what he believes to hu lujus-tlc- e.

even though It may bo seated on a throne.In moody kolltude. but with an Invlnolble sense
of reclltudu, he stands apart, both from God
and from men. Again, Hamlet both despises ,

and refuses confldunco In tbe unconquerable
fate which Is his ordinary conception of delt) ;
treats It, in short, as Jobdoes the Hebrew Jahve.Lastl) . as Guethu'n drama represents man In hisstruggle with the great problems of tho unl-- .
verse, restlessly exploring every avenue to
kmnvledge aud testing every pathway that ,J
promises to loud to happiness, o Shake-s- p

arc's master character Investigates the
minor universe of inutikind and gathers from
his survey bitterness nnd unbelief, Faust
represents the struggle of the flulto with tbe in-- ,
flnlle lu tbo douiKlii of speculative and tilled- - f1
lectual leseurch; Hamlet represents the sm '
strugglo In tbe arena of human life and social '
duty, Faust nplllcs freedom from tirauiilratdogma uud preconception; Hamlet, freedom
frum social restraints and shams and from the
coercion of duties imposed without due warrant '
andauthorit). Fuust longs for intellectual and
scientific truth; Hamlet desires human and
moral truth; while both one aud the other par-
take of a despair of sa'l.f) r sacred hun-
ger. Faust dislikes the cramping and benumb-
ing effect of false knowledge and pretenilousdogma; Hutulol directs his plea against social
usages and opinion, with their customary hoi.
lownoss and bypoorlsy. laust, lu llu. se. ks &eccentric path, of knowledge, as a protest ffagainst thu ordinary methodsuf human science; 1 iIlknilt tatfecis an "antlo disposition," in order W

contempt 'for the Vmai, strait-lace- d maxims ot mere convention."lJ, U.W,iI.


