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Heahefori's Antoblomraphy.

It fa an uoneuslly entertaining book which
M, Hexnr Roonmsront has given us under the
title of The Adventures of My Life, In wwo
vyolnmes, arranged for Eneilah readera, and
transisted by Enwesr W, Sumimn, (Edward
Amadld). It s well known that the author's
1ite hias been full of strange viclssitudes, He
Bimeelf scompares his caresr to that of & man on
& switchback rallway, continually plongea
fram the highest anmmits into the darkest
depths, For example, It was but & fow months
afger the day when the populists throw down
the Balnte Pdlagle prison doors to liberate
Roohefort and earry him In trlumph to take
bis seat in the Natlonal Defence Gorernment
that he was aragged to Versallles In chalns and
threataned with death. He rehearsed, ne tells
us, his execution In the narrow cell of the Ver-
sallles pricon when It was declared to be Im-
minent, a8 he had no derire to bo taken una-
wares. Ans it turned out, death at the hands of
aliring party was veplaced, In his case, by a
alower, though, as It was belleved, a no loes sure
mode of execution, namoly, perpotual incarcer
aton In & fortiNed place, He was tranaportnd
to themost cannibalistio part of the antipodes,
bat, when frienda and enemies alike belleved
that be had been melted by the tropleal heat, he
was puddenly discovered taking a header Into
the Pacific Ocean, and turning up again In Eu.
ropa. Rochefort's 1life has been even more
waried than ngliated, As the sonol s dramatic
author, and himself the wrlter of several vaude-
villea, as journalint, Depoty, and outlaw, he
has moved In all classes of soclety, He has
traversed 1ife in the midet of nps and downs,
rubbing elbows with many celebraied men, and
playing s rOle In many a eatastrophe.
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I8 is well known that M. Henrl Rochefort.
Hke that other French tribune of the people,
Mirabeau, was of noble birth. He tells us In
shis book, however, that, although the title of
marquls belongs to him, the early years of his
life were spent In the most middie-class fash-
fon. He can recall hia mother seated near the
window of thelr apartment in the Rue Jean
Jaoques Roussean, mending his clothes or
making bis sister's gowns, Althoogh related
o very mreat familles, they were, In fact, quite
poor. The Immennse satates owned In the prov-
inee of Berrl by hils grandfather, the Marquis
de Rochefort Lugay, fell a prey tg the Biack
Band duriog the very earliest of tho revolution-
ary manifestations. Although a spendthrift
and a gambler, this grandfather, wo are assured,
was a most refined and Intelllgent man, e
foresaw that a veritable social overthrow wonld
result from the Incal rislogs, rlotings, and dis-
turbances that were signalled throughout the
length and breadth of the country in 1785, He
emigrated at about the same time as the King's
brother, the Count de Provence, afterward
Loula XVI1L. and In order to live at Coblenz he
was obliged to ralse money on his Berri es-
tates st exorbliant rates of Interest. An-
ticipating., moreover. that the properties of
the Emlgrés would  be conflscated, he
eventuslly sold his castles and forest be
fore the laws agalnst the Emigrés were pro-
mnlgated, In this way he sucrificed about two
milliondollars’ worth of real estate. The entire
village of Gargllesse, which was situated near
Grorge Sand's literary Lome of Nohant, once
bel I to Rochefort's famlly, and they en.
joyed In the locality the righte of * haute, basse
et moyenne justice,” It appears that explosions
of indepenidence and liberalism are to be fonnd
in the records of the family as having occurred
even in the mediwval period. Guy de Roche.
fort, the Chancellor of France, who created the
Grand Councll (sfterward the Conseil d'Etat),
to control the financlal and even the political
vagaries of the powers tlial were, gave exprea-
slon to hitherto unhefird-of sentimants in the
sddress with which he innugurated the sittings
of thls Commisalon, * Remember,” he sald,
*that Kings are made for the people, and not the
people for Kinga.” The author's great-uncle, ton,
Philibert e Hochefort. early adopted the
prineiples of the Hevolution, although he was
& marquia’s son, and Lieutenant of the Marslals
of France for the province of Issouadan, where,
in his position of judge on questions of honor,
hn exercised a moral magistracy over the pobil-
ity of the neighborlicod, While his brother was
waglng war with Condé's army st the beginning
of 1794, Phllibert de Rochefort obiained a cer-
tiflcate of oltizenship at the hands of the Coun-
ell of the Issondaon Commune, This ceruficate,
which has been recently publisiied, «ets forth
that "' Citizen Hochefort, noble thoogh he may
be,” bad shown himsel! in every clrcumstance
to be a true republican and a zealous defender
of llberty and equality.

Fortunately, or anfortunately for the anthor
of there volumes, the precautlon which lila
grandfather had taken to eell his property did
not wurn to his profit. The purchasers Lad ar-
ranged to pay for the estates in paper currency,
acd, shiortly after the transfer, the two million
dollars in paper had shirunk to lesas than ten
thousand dollars In gold, When the Marqnols
de Rochefort Lugay returned quite penniless
to France, the salvage of his former splendor
consiated of his knight's eroes of the Order of
Bt. Louls and hils Lieutenant-Colonel’'s eommis-
elon In Tnpdd’s army. As the =ale of hin prop-
eorty had bLeen regularly and legally effected, ho
bad noshare in the distribution of the famonus
*Emigrants’ Mililurd " whicn was exclusively
employed tp lndemnify those who had saffered
from the canfiscation lawe. The Marquis's wife
bad not accompianied her nostand into exile,
but concealed heraell In Paris, where, toward
the end of 1702 shw was arrested. To her
grandson It 1s still w mystery how she manawed
to escajie aprenring before thie Hevolutionary
Tribunal. It Is suggesied that she may have
owed her escape tn hier son, n great pet of the
failers, who, by mirspelling the nome of »
prisoner In whom they tonk nn Interest, wers
able tosave him from the acuffold, Rochefort's
fother, after he grew up, vegetatea in Parls,
until the fall of the Empire, when he left for
the Isle of Bourbon, IIe held there the
rank of General Secretarv, buat, In reality,
bad the powars of a Governor, On the over-
throw of the Bourbon rigime he fell back on
the writing of plays as a means of suppurt. It
was on Jan. 31, 1831, that Henrl oehefort was
born. As his mother already had three chil-
dren, all giris, ie was sent into the country to
be nursed, and when he returned, at the age of
three, he nad acquired the peasant dialeot
When he was six years old, ho was tnken to visit
bis father's mstar, Mnie, de Saint Maur, whose
busband was the widower of the Due de Rivi.
dre's slster, It wasthisnduke who, while Ambaas-
sudor at Canstantinople, had the gnod fortune o
purehase the Venas de Milo for a mere song. 1t
seemn that Admiral Dumont d'Urville, who
fArat saw thestatue, observed that It then had
both arms, One hand heid an apple; the other
was 6o the border of the chiamys, Wblch had
evidently been uplified to show Parls her foot,
If the Duke nd been less disinterested, and. In-
stond of offerltug the statue to Louls XVIIIL,
had given It to his sister, the Venus de Milo
mighkt now have boen ln llockefory's family.

L

At the age nf 12 Henrl Rochefort waa sent to
boarding schnol In the Collége Halnt Lounls.
Reanlling his schoo) esperlence, ho says that he
has bean Incarcerated In a great sumber of
prisons, locluding the lron oage beiwesn the
decks of the vessel which trausported hlin to
New Caledonin, yet his beart was light on enter-
fug those “arlous Jails eompared with what he
felt when Lie walked for the frst time through
the passangos of the Salut Louls College, then
sliouted In the Ruo de ln Harpe. The body
alonoe ia beld oaptive In prison, wherssn Fronch
boarding school life lan sysicm of iImprisonment
acoompanled by a survelllapee which hatnts
you from tho time you put your stocklogs un in
the morning until you return to bed, Buchs
sehool, Rochufort tells us, ls & physical, Intel-
leotunl, and moral hell,

Abthoe age of 18 ochefort left the Collége
Baint Louls with a degree, and, as his parents
could not afford w support him, he became &
tutor ln the family of the Comiesse de Mont-
bran. He was emnployed for two hours s day,
aud recelved for his services $7.60 & mouth.
Presently ho sel to work to write plays, bus re-
oalved not tho leass enco ement w follow

.

his literary bank  He wrota some articles for a
paper atarted by Atexandre Domne the sider,
bt his preconcelved anxiety on the score of
parment was completely
dallara he earned by writing & tovel sntitisd
“Mnazarin's Nieces," which had been ordered
from Engens de Mirecourt, a literary man of
donbiful reputation. Hochefort prepared »
draft, which Mirecourt In his turn aubmitted
to his poblishers wa his own work., Hy
and by he got 820 s month for search.
ing for doeuments oconcerning the Philip-
pine Islands, for ose In & serlen of articles o be
written by Paol Merrusu for the Rere dex Denr
AMondes, Ahout the same time (1851) he hacame
an auxillare clerk In the Inventions OMce at
the Hotal de Ville, He was thus employed at
tho time of Louls Bonaparte’s cunp d'éiat, He
tells un that when he was at Brossels, many
years afterward, Vietor Hago, whose speech In
the Chamber of PeeraIn favor of the abrogn-
tlon of the law of exlle had contribinted to the
roturn of King Jerome to Parle, related that
Prinee Napoleon had burst Into his house
on the morning of Dec. £, 18451, In A tower.
ing rage. against hls cousin. Prines Napo-
lean had been very Intimnte with Victor Hugo
and hia friends. He accordingly gave free relgn
to b ls Indignation, and declared that the miser,
able Louls was a disgrace to the family, ™1
evon,™ he added, **he balonged to the family,
thadirty bastard, But weall know lie doesn'e,
The King of Holland took measures to dlsavow
the paternity, T hope he will get himself shot,
1t would be a gond riddanee for everybody, and,
abave all, for his'family.” Vieor Hugo never
saw the Prince agnin, Several days aftor thiy
outburst, the bot-headed Napoleon entered the
Elysate, and his Republican Indignation was ap-
peased at the cost to France of 2,000,000 francs
& year until 1870,

It Ia, perhaps, not surprising to find that M,
Rochiefort has something unpleasant to say
abotit Marle Antolnetts ' and the Empress
Eugénle, His grandmoather, who witnessed the
former's executlon, used to say that there was
only & amall erowd aronnd the scaflold, and
that the Queen, frightfully overcome, lovkea as
If she was bent double. She was almost lifted
on tothe plank, whers she fell withont s move-
ment. Roohefort decinres It to be Indisputahle
thint the sufferings of the Quean during the lnst
ferr months of her 1ifo were disproportionate to
the crimes mttributed to her. Hesays: ** Marin
Theresn's daughter, vitlated by the abomin-
able example of her mother. the most shame-
less woman of the times, came Lo Paris
filled with ldens of pleasure.” Ho goes on to
nsser: that the diamond pecklace affalr,
concerning which the court and the King him-
velf knew all the secrets, was aimply the resnit
of Marie Antolnette's precocity In her passion
for pleasure of every sort, ' My grapdfather,
and afterward my father, were very intimate
with the Marquis @'Autichamp, & gentleman of
unbounded bravery and of absolute devotion to
the royallst canse. At the court of Louls XV,
he was called * the handsome I'Autichamp,’
Although he was no longer & young man when
Marle Antolnette arrived In France, she soon
notleed him and he became one of her first
favorites, Insplte of her love of chunge, ho ro-
mained the adviser to whom she Invarl-
ably addressed herself when she wns In
one of the numerous scrapes into which
she slld so ensily. It was of D'Autis
champ that she wsought advice when the
frightful neckince scandal burst, snd showed
the Queen of France in the character of the
kept woman of a cardinal,” What Rochefort
procesas to relate s mcarcely credible, but he
avers It to be absolutely trune. " Dazzled by
the hare-brained prodigality. the superb pres.
ence, and the high gentlemanly breeding of
young Roban, who had visited Vienna sev.
eral timmes before belng appointed Ambassa.
dor there In 1772, Marie Antolnette, neglect-
ed by her Imperial mother, whose cupidity
went so far ms to permit her daughliter to
want for everything, nllowed herself to bLe
betrayed by the audaclous prince, who pre-
tended that he could not llve under two millious
s year and that no woman could resist
him. £o [ repeat on the suthority of the
Marquis d'Autichamp that Louls XVI. simply
hnd—assuming he took It—what was jeft by ¢lie
man who, later ov, was to become Grand Al-
moner of his court. It Ia therefore, not sur-
prising, when the buosband refosed to give
1,800,000 franes for the necklace she had set
her heart upon, that the wife should have ap-
pealed to the olther man." M. Hochefort pro-
fesses to be able to add of his own knowledoe
that the Princess Rohan de Rochefort. fiancée
of the Dued® Enghien, d n vert

tive correapondance, which bad passed between
her uncle, Cardinal Roban, and the Queen.
After the death, howerer, of theman who. sub-
sequuently to the pecklace locident, was unly
known by the nickname of Huban-Collier,
and, afler the arrest of the Duc J'Enchilen
nt her realdence. the Princess threw the
packet of lettera into the fire, lest they shoulil
fall into the hands of (he authoritios. It s well
kuwown that at the 1ime of the necklace scandal
puhlle opinion demanded n victim. Mme. de la
Motte nnd an obscure confederata wers sacri-
ficed. Hochefort Insists that the Innocence of
the convieted woman, to whom an acquittel had
been promised in return for hersilence, was so
nutorious that the Emigrés always regarded her
na s political victim, Her husband. the Count
de la Molte, in apite of having been sentenced
by default to hard labor for life for alleged com-
plicity in the affalr, continued to be recelved In
the bLest soviety, constituted by the eourt of
the eoxiled princes in Lonmlon. Louls XVIII
companaated him for the Injustice hie had saf-
fered by giving him & pennion of £20,000.
Rochefort points out that this wonld have
been a shocking favor had it been conferred
opou a man who, afier robbing the sister-indaw
of the relgning monarch, hind done all in his
power to dishonor her, The author's conciud-
Ing observation on this subject in that Marle
Antoinette's feroclons egotism, and the henrt-
lesaness with which she abandoned her best
friends, ended in allenating everrbody. Even
those whom she had snccessively received Into
the most intimate frinndship recotled from hier,
It was with terror that thoy watched her push
the King and the kingdom to the brink of the
precipice. Thus It happened that when the
knoll sounded,the Queen only found Count Fer-
son, the latest of her favorites, to protect lier,
He was the man who contributed Lo prepare Lhe
flight o Varennes,

With regard to the Empress Eugenle, who Is
here spoken of as Mme. Bonaparte, we are told
that Rochefort used 1o see her whilo she won
still Mile, do Montije, riding In the Eols de
Boulogne, " In the course of my morning
walks," he writes, [ nearly nlways saw an
Amnazon with suave expression and drooping
eyelashes, whom | noticed rathier attentively for
two reasons, Tho firet was that she resembled
ous of my coustns: the second was because she
wna usually accompanied by a gentleman on
horseback, whom I had seen at Important ple-
ture anlee, and wonom | afterward discovered
was onn of Danker Asusdo's sons, Storles of
the early meetings between the Emperor
snd his flancée, and ler published por.
traits, soabled me to Identify the Amazon
with the drooping eyelnshes, which, I sup-
pose, she knew how 10 ralse st the right mo-
ment.' At this perlod, It seemn, the color of
her halr bardered wpon suburn, It was not
copper-colored, and still less carroty, but had
the verltable Vonetian and Titianesque ting,
Two years Iater her Lalr gradually became
Hyhter, thanks to & pallleitea d'or powdering,
This extinguished the brilllancy of her locks,
The fashlon wus «oon ndopted by the cocodelles
of the Second Empire. The sxplosion of ine
credulity with which the rumors of this mar-
riage were recolved, and the wonersl stupnfac.
tlon exhibited when the news becume ofMclal,
are well known, 'I'he fumily ealled Imperisl, by
which (s meant the Princess Mathilde among
otliers, was eapecially exaspernted, The wioks
edeat atorles and  the bitterest guatralnme
viianated from the Ewperor's relatives, M,
Huchefort points out that Napaleon 111, who was
uever very Parisian, ageravated the opposition
by the sort of challenge Le Inserted in his
“manifesto.” He had the wantof (act tosey
o Lis toatrl Ial munon L that e was
mareylng o woman he loved and * respected.”
Asif o man ever had the eynicivm (o avow
that lie marrled & woman he did not respect.

It was » cloar way of saylng to his people,

fastifisd, Twenty |

“Parhape you don't respsot hér, but 1t s dif
srent with me."

Pletrl, who was attached to the Empress’s
peeraturinl stafl aftor hor marriags, told Hoche-
fort, on the eve of the Oralnl trial, that the
Emprass had lmplored the Emperor to slan
the assmsain's pardon In advance In case he
wis  condemned to death, “ How." naked
Roshefort, * ean you explain this intersst in Or-
sin1? He tried to marder hor, and just missea
hin mark.," The answer was: “ Nobixly at the
Tullerlen can make {tout. The Empress had
an attack of hysterla when the Emperor re-
fused to listen to her pleading, She even went
#0 far as to repronch the Emperor with bard-
ness of henrt toward a man who, after all, had
only fulfilled a patriotle misslon.” It Is sog-
gested that slie may have beeu prompled by
fenr lest the vengeance of liallan republicans
sliould be drawn down upon her lusband's and
her son's heoad, or that, with her Spaniard’'s su-
poerstition, she may have been afrald tliat the
blond of thix man might recoll upon herself
and her child. Thers Is no doubt, we are
nsalred, mbout  her  repeated efforia o
pave Orsinl from the seaffold. She reached

a point at  which the Emperor would
hare glven way to  her enireaties IF his
minlaters had not resisted. They drew oup o

et of persona killed and Icfured by the bomba,
and unanimoualy threatened to reslgn If the ex-
ecotion were not earried vot.  But for this Inels
dent Oralnl would have saved his neck. On the
duy of his execntinon the Empross remalned
locked In her boudolr and wonld recelve no vis-
itnrs. For n long time after the catastrophe
she ungined herseil to be surrounded by mur-
dersrs, Un the discavery of another bplot she
Immedintely sent for her chief secretary. He
found her In a state of feverish agitatlon, She
was #till In her dressing gown, which every now
and then alipred down and exposed her shoul-
ders. *'1 beg your Majosty's pardon,” Lo snld
respectfully. * Buot 1 wonld be permitted to
mention that under the secretary I8 & man”
“A man under the secretury!” sereamed the
Empress, as she left thedesk nnd rushed around
the room. **Oh Lheavena! Help! Heolp!™
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In the same chapter Iochefort adverts to the
thoughtlessness or evaoiclsm which led Louls
Nanoleon, who should have known of the esca.
pades of his grandiuother, to Indnlge In the sin.
eular prophecy anent the future of hin wife,
“Blie will have the virtues of Josephine,' The
esonpades of Juaephine before. during, nnd aftor
her marriago with Napoleon have seandalized
publie opinlon In Franes to such an extent thint
her grandson vonld not have been lgnorant of
her reputatlon, M, [loctefort tells us that he
Las the proof of auchi knoswledge, for when,
na & member of the Government of the
National [efence, he went to tho Tollerea on
Sept. &, 1870, to make n list of the Emperor's
prpers, he found n note from Josephine nd.
dressed to Aurraa's seeretary In Lermus similar to
the followlng: " Tell Barras that [ cannot sup
with hiim thils evening, Boaaparte reiurns to-
nleht,” Napoleon 111, himself bad carefally put
this missles nway 1o a green box, which he kept
In n plgeon biole of his desk. He had endorsed
It with the words " d conserver,” in his own
handwriting,

A curious plot againat the Emperor, of mueh
later date than Orsinl’s, Is recounted by Roche-
fort., It will be remembered that, in splte of
the endenvars of de Morny's band to make Parls
n clty of plensure, It became gradually more and
more a centre of discontent, of protest, and even
of conspiraoy. What [a leas generally known s
that a sort of republican police wan organized
by the side of the Imperial police. 1ts members
watched the Emperar closely, knew the lours
he ieft the Paris, the objecta of hin afternoon
walk= and uften of his nocturnal escapndes, A
regular woman-hunter, of adveniuroos tempera.
ment, and, beyond a deubl. courageous, he
sometimes went, after midnight, to the resl-

denee of the Countess de Castiglione,
the beautifal Ttaltan whose  portralt
was exhibited in the Salon of 1850,

These nocturnnl excursfons without escort sug-
gested o group of young men the ldea of kids
orpuing the Emperor. (tne of them nfierward
expiained all the detalls of the echiemn to
Hochefort and gave him proof of Lthe exist-
ence of the plot. The affalr would have been
all the more sensational becanse, {r It
bad succeeded, the hero of the December
coup o ftat would have suddenly and ut.
terly disappeared and nobody wonla ever have
lwaglned what had become of him. The plan,
although at first siebt fantasticaud even clown.
iah. was remarkably well combined. 'The con-
spirators purchmsed an old wagon used for the
empiying of cesspools, witn all the geur neces-
rary  fur the work. Disgulsed am  rewer
scavengers they walted a few yoards from
the house, near the Champs Elysées,
ocenpled by Mme. de Ca-tigllene, for
the lmperial lover vitlier to enter or to leave the
pince. As he got out of his carriage or re-
mounted lie was to Lave been selzed, hurled in-
to the recepiacle opened to receive him, wnd
trotted off to be shot as refuse into the sewnge
repository nt La Villette. From thistragic-bur-
lesque ond, which would have recalled that of
Heilogabalus, kiiied by the prmtoriats in the
Intrines of his palace, Napoleon 111 was saved
by one of those chnnces which nobody conlad
provide against, The Emperor, who earrled his
love of wornen Lo erotomania, suddenly took a
dislike to nis Ttalinn, and reploced her AL twens
ty-four hours' notlve by the wife of one of his
Liegitimate cousine, Still, on three ennsecut!ve
nighta, the professlotial  wagon stood for
two hours at a streteb almost st the Coun-
tess's duor, witbuut the police suspecting any-
thing beyond the preparations for one of those
sanitary overntions wnlch will be indispensable
wnshl the " wll-in-the-sewers ' syntem lins been
establishied in France an it has long existed in
Englund, Tuhe nolse, or one might say the
utdur, of this plot spread vaguely in Porls. It was
even sald thet the Itallan Cotiniess was in the
weerel, and that, in the ardor of her patriotism,
shit had lent hor eyes as the bait of thosnare lald
for the enemy who Leld Lhe capital of ltaly
with a French uarrison. M. Huchefort de-
nounces as entirely erroneous Lhis supposition,
which would have made Mme, do Castigllons
aJudith, repaving hier dishonor by the death af
Holufernes. The autlior's characterlstlc com-
ment s that Napoleon was for her nn oppreasor
of whom slie demsnded nothing better than
Lo be oppressed.

Y.

After writing for some time for the Figaro,
Rochefort started the Lanferne, which, how.
ever, was presently selzed, ana the editor had to
g0 Into exile, This was o 1HUS, While in
Hrussels he saw o good denl of Vietor Hugo.
The Iatter was at this time U years old, but, In
spite of his long life of stroggle and uninter-
rupted labor, lie showed no slgn of age or wearl-
nesn,  Jis beard lad bocome w little grayer, but
his complezion wan frosh, snd lis beautiful
forshiead, beneuth which glsnces of remnrkable
penetration darted out Hike arrows, still retalned
o marble-llke polish. Many people pleturs s
great poet as always walking {n the nurcole of
his glory. AL Hoehefars tells us that no more er-
roneuun idea could be formed of Viotor Hugo, lHe
waa very fond, it neems, of provoking and mnin-
talning discussions, and acecpted withh thor-
ough good falth the force of any arguments
sdvanced, In the philosophileal and lterary
debates whiok arose salmost dally In the house-
hold, he treated M, Hochefart and his sonn as
upon an equal footlng with hlrmaelf, snd never
wssumed the autovrncy that his genius gave
bim, A little incldent acvounts for the aym-
pathy whioh the poet showed for Lhe neweouimer
frow the first woment of thelr acqunlntences
ehip. Oue day M. Rochefort mule o wager
with his son Clarles that ho wouild repest
Lo Caravane, one of the finest passages

of the Chatiments, fram  beglhning to ond,
withous missing w syllable. The volume
was Leld opon while he recited the four

bhundred lones without s slip. He contluued
by reciting ful.lrul}'r lotig poews of the mos-
tor, and Victor Hogo was wo astonislied at this
foat of memoury applled 10 his own work that
tonrs flooded his syen. After that It Is onsy to
understand why ke regarded M. Hochofort al-
most &8 onn of the family., The existonce led by
the preat writer at this period is deseribed; It
wolilid be hard w lmagine ous more rigorously
regnlar, Every evenlog, no matter how inter-
outing the conversatlon might be, ur how great
the nwmber of visitors, he went 10 bed as tha

o'closk. This alavery to duly wancarried to the
point of asceticlam. He only guitted hia bed-
clamber in ihe early morning to take & cold
donche. From 6 o'clack untll 11 o'clock In the
morning Vietar Hogo's time was entirely de-
voled %0 his work, At the last.-named hour
nis working dey ended. Then he had A heary
luncheon and mads it n matter of amour projpre
toshow off his appetite. Nobody wus allowed
to goto his garret and Interrupt him upon any
exctnes during working hours. Notwithetanding
thia, Nie invited M, Rochefort saveral times
tago and see him ar work, One day when he
heard him on the stairs be saked him to come
in, The visitor opened the door of a tiny room
and stepped inalde with all sorts of precantions
for fenr of treading upon the wet sheets of
manusoript, which wers Iying abont on the
mantelplece, the bed and the floor. A pronf of
the rapidity with which Vietar Hugo worked
was Lhat the Ink on the medlum.alzed hlulsn
papier ha used was senreely dry before n second
sheot was well nigh eomploted. Heo invariably
wrote with goose-nulll pens, which apluttered
oceasfonally and left blots en route. His mana-
saript waa so spaced thint oach pnge contained
ten lines nt the outslde. M. Rochefort anked
him one mornlng how mtuch he hnd earned
when ho threw one of his pages of copy aside,
*Abont a hondred francs a page,” ho answered.

Victor: Hugo has boen accused of avarice,
The truth, according to Rochefort, Is Lhiat every
dny while ho lived in Brussels ho had five or
alx gueats nt his table, without enunting his
own children, and Hochefort. who was living In
his family. *“The most casual sequaintanes
that camo from Parls toslinke hands with me
was invited Lo dipner, and 1 was often ashamed
at introduelng ateungers to whom he showad
himself as hospltnble and thonghtfol as If be
had known them tor years,” Atthe same time
the nuthor of tlinse volumes protests that his
admiration for the great poet never led him to
whut his eyes to Lls fallings, They were not
very serioum, Indeed, and conslsted almost
exclusively of prooccupations concerning the
folse judgmenta of publioc oplnlon and of
old Hterary prejudices which sometimes caused
bim to be upjust. When he was not ine
fMasioal by pernonal animosity, the Impor.
tiality, clearness, and pxactness of his aporecis-
tion were most striking, Weare told that ait
hls ndmiration was eentred upon La Fontaloe,
whose style Impressed him tosnch adegree that
hie appeared to be Jealous of him. He wasalways
baunted, too, by Auguste Harbler's " Inmbes, '
“Thore are,” he said, **some remarkable linea
In his work which probably he could pot write
nmgain, and which ecertninly nobody wlse
could write, Some eof them might have
beenn penned on the bharriesdes,” His vood
faith prompted him to he more outspoken than
he would have been, had the oride ex-
isted which has been »u often !mputed to hilm
by those who knew nothing of the man, Not
only did be unhesitatingly and unreservediy
bow down before any work which he pro-
clalmed groat and besutifol, but he loved tndoe
so, On the other hand, he would never go buck
upan his disapproval; for instance, Hochefort
endeavored to get him to read Stendhal's
" Rouge ot Noir.," *“1tried torend that thing"
salidl Victor Hugo: * how conld you get further
thnn the fodrth page? You understand dinlect,
thien ¥ 1 know It s not well written.” replied
Rochefort, ** i), in his langoage and actions,
thn personality of Jullen Sorel In none the less
the type which represents the passions, andaci-
tiea, ambitions as  well as the Incohler.
encies and violences of human activity. Every
young man at a given moment hias boen more or
lesa n Julien Sorel. Unless you admit that, how
ean you explaln the snccess of a hook which has
altendy engrossed two generations?' " But,"
rejoined Victor Hueo. obstinately. * I'm not en-
grossed In French grammatical errors, Every
time | try to decipher a phrase in your favorite
book, It 1» ns though | were having a tnoth
drawn, The only works which have a chance of
traversing centuries are those that are properiy
written. [loyon think If Voltaire's * Candile’
were in the same style as * Houge et Nolr* wa
should atill read it? Montesquien lives hecause
hots well written. M. Stendhinlcan nover live be-
canse he did nut concelve for an insiant wnat
writing was. Nobody has more admiration than
1 have for the almost miraculoos insight of
Halzae. Hin ls a brain of the first order. But
itlsonly a Lraln; it ls ot & pen. Etyle s the
artof expressing every sensation by the ald of
worde, Head Balzac aaln. You will very soon
notioe thal he Is Ignorant of his Innguage, and
alinost Invariably faila to convey the excellent
things he wants to say. For this reason his
hour to sipk into oblivion will come much
tooner than is thooght.”

YL

A chapter Ia devoted by Rochefart to the mur-
derof Vietor Nolr, a crime which had moch to
do with the final overtlirow of the Second
Ewimire, 1t
Prin¢e Pierre Bonapartoe insulted atd Intenaed
to aasansinate, Hut it so happened that, befors
Hochefort’s seconds had  arrived. 'aschal
titonsset’'s, of whoin Victor Noir was one, were
ndmltted to thoe apartment of the 'riuce, who
stralghtway fired on Victor Noir at close quar-
ters,. Weare told that, on hearing of the nasas-
sination, the Empreas let fall a word which
depicted  the astate of mind prevailing
at the Tullerien “Ah. what a good
cousin!™  ebe cried, referring  to  the
murderer. She did not worry about the mur.
dered man, 1t wili be remembered thnt I'rince
Pinrre malntained that he shiot in sclf-defence,
Viewor Nolr hnsing slapped Lils fuco. Asa mat.
ter of fact, his companion, Ulrle de Fonvielle,
on whom the Prince subseguently turned his
wearon, asaured Rochefort that not only did
hin friend mot slap Plerre Bonaparte's face,
bk, on the cuntrary, hold hin Lot in bis gloved
hand during the whole of the nterview, was
calm throughout, and did not make the slightest
gesture which conld concelvably be regarded an
inidleating an aggressive Intent.

Ruchefort saw nothing of the begloning of
the Faris Commune. for It was durleg his 1.
ness and convalescence that the revolution of
Mnmrch 18, 1871, broke out. Ita incldents were
related to him later in the prison where lie was
confined in eompany with those who had taken
part In it. From the multitude of stories wold
him the thing which remained the most Arily
Nxed in bis mind was that the necossity of a
“bleeding "' Ll boen declded upon by Thivrs
and Ernost Pleard, who exchanged despatolies
on the subject, which were discovered by (Vv ler
Paln during the Commune, This corroapond-
ence was put on one salde by him, and would
have thrown s light upon the secrets and
the orlgin of the movemant that ended In the
proclamation of the Commune, | nfortunately,
nfter liln arrest his wife, who know that the
discovery of any papers of & suspicious nnture
was enough to get her hiuaband shot, threw
these documents Into the fire, and the Com-
munists were, therefors, o longer in & position
to revenl Lo the world thoe Minksturial plot
which hiad for ite objeot tho capture of the cin-
nons which the Natlona! Guard had In battery
on the helghts of Montmartre,  When
Hocnhefort was able to enter Parls, the Com.
mune had been orgaulzed for some time, He
found, he says, that the peopie walked the
Boulevard in perfect security, without reguin.
tione and without police, * What contributed
to discredit Thiers,” says Rochofurt. " was lis
undeniable, thongh unavowed nasoclation with
the Prussinus for the repression of the poeial.
Istle movement which hind raused Parls to fall
Into the Lands of the revolutionists, If the
French army, after two months of slege, had
not succesded in pevetrating into the capital,
thero In no doubt that the Versallies Assembly
would have begged Blsmarck to send a large
I'russinn army Into the city. The lutter would
probably have been less ferocious than the
othier.” The author of there voluomes thloks

thut, but  for the strategical gnorance of
Flourens, aud, above all, the Dbiunder of
Lulller, the ex-naval oficer. who, Introst-

od with the sccupstion of the Moot Valerlen,
linil contented himself with the pramise glven
Ly the ofMicer in command Lhere Lo evacuate,
the Versaliles Assembly would have been sur.
rounded and obljged to treat with those whom
it called “Communeux." According to Hoche-
fort, the truth is thet France was then waver-
ing between a consecration of its republican In-
stitutions and tho restoratlon of the throne,
Right and patriotlam were 0 manifestly
on e e of the Communsrds tha

was Rochefort himeelf whom |

Toulowss, Lyons, and Marsoilles, anxious
the strides made by the reaction, ravolted, In
tholr turn, against Versallles; and 12 Thiers, In
alarm, ind nht pabliely engaged to maintaln
the rapnblie, all tho largo towns wonld have falle
en away from him one after the other,” Finding
himuelf it Parls, Rochiefort declared himsel! In
favar of the Commene, but did not proclalm
himeelf & partisan of everything it mightdo,
By and by e fannd plenty of ground for oritl-
olam, and eventually he was chinsed from Parls
by the Commune,

viL

Tt will bs remembersd that M, Roohefort
ercaped from New Calsdonia, and nltlmately
renchied San Francisco, Some of his Impros-
slonm of the United States nre amusing, For
Instance, his exporience in & sleoping cas antone.
Iatied him. The system of beda 1ot Into the par-
titlone of compnrtments was, at that time, un-
known In Earope. Our author obeserves that
“the Amerloan girls I onr sleeping car, al-
though probably guite as good gunrdians
of thelr honor as the Freneh, wers more fres
and ensy, and better *eliums.’ 1 had for my
bed-nolglibor, lier tair Tocks wlmost toteling my
orlnkly bale, 0 young Indy of twenty, who was
travelllng alone froin San Franolsco to New
York, wnere shie was to be moreied, The perfeat
security in which slie lived among suel o erowd
of men had a really respeeialble and touehing
charaotor, She mnde no fius ahont sleening in
the snme wagon, std a8 sonn s oUr HEAUS wers
on our respective plilows we used th tell sio-
rien through the pirtition. She spoke Fronch
fairly distincuy. Her leauty," mida Roehefurg,
“wan, porhnps, of the sequired-taste category,
Shie had somewhat thick, thougl tempting, Hymg
sUill, shio sprond & rex stless clinrm around her.
The other Indies whase soglety luck had decteed
that we should #njoy for elglit days were qulte
ns interesting, and had none of the almparing
and eoguetry which Is usunlly nffected by Furo-
pean ladies. They are much mors eneyelopidie
than in our countries: Lhey discuss politics
withont pedaniry, atd aro thoroughly well In-
formed on contimpnrary avents,"

Eisewhere in tue same cliapter the authoer
remnrka: “The American womin 14 getiernlly
respecialiln: but when shie censes to be, her eda-
eation, her Intelleciunl superiority, and ber
nacvural daring mnkio her tlin most sedactive,
Lhnat a8 to say, the most dangerois, of alvens
turesses, In the great citles of America thore 1s
oot n dow-elnss eourcuss wha ls oot well up in
the literature and poiides of  her country,
Miss Adn Menken, who played the mute
rila of  dupgdre tn tho  drama  * Fugl-
tives," mt the Galetd, was also o lectirer
atd nnanthoress. Inour latitudes the wlieas
tinh of an ketress of that desesiptlon would be
Just nbout sufficient 1o ennble lier to deciplior
the love letters that Mutter down from the Uilrd
gnllery, nnd ten times our of twelve shio wogld
only be capabiv of replying to them by o nod of
the head. The sennidal provoked Ly thi cories
spondence exclinneed letween the tonhow of
tlie Czar and Miss Blavkfonl showed thae, i «he
hind noscranles, Lhis sdventuress was uot lack-
ing in education or wit"

AL Rockefort was by no means friendly to
Gnubetin, This Is evident from the taneof the
ohapter entitled * Gambertw's End:a Waoman's
Vengeance" The author begine by giving us
fome astounding dotnils concerning Laa bot n's
hatite, v hich were coanmunicated by the wife
of n former Deputy who was verv (nrimate

with the Dictator. It reetos that Ginmherle
spentn week at their country plave, st tiiat,
aiter hisdeparture, ot anly nad the floer to be

scrubled, but the cortaing and walls to be
wastioh, He lnundnred the bed rocm with hisex.
pectorativns, and the girl whotook his coffes up
to bim in the moroing almost (urned stk at
the condition of the rosms. It will be remem-
bered that the officinl accannt of the ineidunt
which caused his death ran as follows: ™AL
tinmbetta, while handling a revolver Lhis minrne
Ing. was slightly wounded in the hand. The
huilet merely passed throueh the Qosb, and the
injury Is mot serious.” ‘Lhe truth was that
Ginmmbetun hind been woundeid tot by one but by
twn bullets, and one of the injurios nt lenst was
mortal. Moreover, ao fur from {5juring himself,
tie ind been mssassinated. Hochelort says that
thu wife of one of Gombetin's {niimate friends
tdd hime all about ithe arama. s cousey, and
the muost loslgnificant detalls concerning it
Among other tinisuns, Gambetin had one which
dateld from his youtl, to which the woman
concerimd clung the more tenaciousiy in pro-
portion to the ipportance of the situntion shie
Loped o attabn, OFf low oricing but ambitioons
ana turhulent, she succewded in becoming the
contrn of all the piots and moaneuvres of the
Gambeitiet entoturage, When this woman
lenrned that Gambetta was in the babit of
meeting s cestaln Countess in a lttle place

al Jordles she jost  hier hend completely,
hoastened to the spot and arrived at the
psyeholozionl moment. A= she Lad all the

Keys of the villa, and Knew every nook and
corner of it she surprised the lovers and ficed
on thie Wioman; ot on tiambeits, who gener-
vitaly threw hioteell between the rivals and
recoivind twn bulleis, one tearing the museles of
the arm and the other perforating the brenst
bune, The arrest of the mtrderess would have
compromised overybody, tneluding the mur.
dered man awd aimost ail the Opportunist

chilefs. 5o they put their heéads togother to con-
coct m fahle to shield (he guilty womau and
provide her a littie anuuity which would per-

mit her to leave 1'aris. Avoording to Rochies
fort the allowance i3 still panl Lo ber.

v,

Rochefort was one of jloulanger's friends, and,
i they hind pot flud from France, both would
hiavo suffered the pennity to which they were
vondemnned, namely, perpetual teansporintion,
Hochelort says that the question of the sube
sidies that enalled the Houlangist Natlonal
Commiitee to oarey on ita costly propagands
thtoughout France was neser mchtioted (n bis
prescnce, Mo deolares that ho apd Bis personal
friendsneverdrew s penny from the party funds,
He does not feel enlled upon to pronosunce an
oplnlon betwesn Houlanger's tnthate friends’
statoment o the subfect and the stery that
the maney camo from the Ducliesso d'Uzes,
and  even from the Orieans family, 1t Is
evidont enough that one »l's or the
other wiaa decviveil, or wnd deceiving the
puilidie, It Ia munnifest, al-o, that Hochefort bes
Jieves that the Heactionists wounld hiave found
themselves mistaken by Houlanger, He writea:
“ Antu the proosfses the Cienersl wias sllegad o
hove made to the Urleanisis, the Legitimiste,
and the Bonapnriists, thesw pariles would Lave
been Incredibly stupld to have taken them se-
riously In the face of Houlanger's doclaration
repented at the yarious bapguers o Tours,
Nevers, La  MHorchelle, and Amiens, where
ne never missed an opportunity of afiroe
Ing  bis republiean  fantl”  Our  author
further nasserta that  all the  eriticisms
parred npon.loulanker, even the most favor-
able, are commpletely  errinenus: e ul-
ways wndeme hlsconfAdant,and opuened bis hoart
o me the more sincerely becnuse s Knew that
| was Incupable of Letraylig him, or making
use of Lim 1o serve oy own ends,  Pollties wore
for him an Indlspeusnble, though a secondary,
mecident,. The sole vbjeer which he obstinately
pursged was the avenging of our disasters and
the recovery of the Jost provinees, lle ouly
louked forward to the moment when, having
cumpletely reorganized tho army, he should
find an opportunity of placing tlmself at i
hesd to march pgaluet the enemy." Recur-
ring to the subject cliewhere, Hochefort
reasserts: It was with the most generous
sontimients and to obiain the inost noble re-
sults, quite without any personal luterest, that
be (Bouianger) aspired to the Prosidency of the
Republie; a positlon tbat every Frenoh eltizen
has s pight to sim w1, aml wolch, during the Lt
twenty-fiye years, ins sometimes fallen into the
hands of Individustis hiut Hitle gualified 10 ne-
cupy 1t We add (Lot Roehefors hoas no doubt
that Boulanger conld have effected a coup
d'étas on theevening of theday when hie was
elected Doputy fur 'nris by ahoge maejoriiy.
»* Nutbing would linve been easier to accomplish.
Confident an we wera Of the rosult of the elecs
tlon, thie only thing remsining to be doue was Lo
call upon furty ThabsaBd of our friends (o meet
at an agrecd spoL st midpnight, when Gen. Hou-
laogor would put Dbinselt st their bead,
morally supporied by the 244,000 votes
which had jusl demonstrated his popularity.
O the morrew the Consutuent Assembly would

have boet stimmonsd &t Vernaiilen for the revls
alon of the Constitation, and thors In no deubit
that, under the prossuro of ovents, the Banste
wonld have been swept awny.'" [t appenes that
neveral members of the Bonlnngist Natfonid
Committes urged thnlr chile! ta profit by the
breclows opportunity., Ho resalntely rofased:
to move, Aotingupon the nesiinption that 16 was
ponsible to obiain power (0 France by lowal
methods, As M. Hochefort points ont, he need
only Lo have glanoed at the hilstury of the enin-
Lry o satlafy himeelf of the conteary.

X,

M. Rochefort has livel an an exile a good deal
In London, and a somewhat anexpected com-
ment of his on the Hritlsh mutropolis deserves
reproductlon. " The report rune’ le eays,
“tnat the cost of living s exessslve fn London,
I do not hesliate todeclare that it v two or tlires
times lens expensive than in Parle. Wiae s
motre highly pald for thers than horofainxiurios;
thin notunl necessitien of Hife cost leas In London
than in Paris.  After tho Linnl<hnionts of 1851,
ithe refueees would have literally divd of
hunger anywhere but in England,  Some of
them lived thers on ton and oven eight (ol
lnrs a month.” Thin ftact. which Is eoriainiy
aurpeaing, s thus expinined by M. Hachfort:
" Tho resvuroes which the gront coity offers to
tho poorest nre due prinelpally to the custom,
adopted by butchers and fishmongers in London
of disposing at nighifall of the stock of provi.
tlonn Iafu in for the day. They bave too much
respect for thelr customers to supply them with
stale meat or fish. Consequently, between
linlf past 8 and H o'clock In the evening,
the pieces that have been left on  hand
Are oold for s fow pence. I used to bo
astonished, at dusk, to are files of women and
children line up befors cach hutcher stall, They
weore nolther beggnrs nor paupers, bue economi-
cal people who enmo to lny in thelr store at the
hour when a cutof salmon or s plece of bosf
had fallen from the coupleof shillings they
were quoted at In the morning to a few far-
things." The outlawsof the Commune nred to
clnb together and sent out to this- evening
markel to obtaln at incredibly low prices nour-
Isliment of exactly the same quality as that
which the rich Inbhabitants had purchaeed st
Its full price In tue wnornicg,

Jewiah Life 1n the Middie Agen,

The student of folk lore will find that Jewtsh
Life An the Matille Agea «Macmillan) containg s
vast ntmount of interesting information, but he
will have to use his own abilities in shifting and
arranging the matter compiled by the author,
Mr. lsnaen Apnanass of London, ro as to get a
clear Listorieal vlew of thesnbject. An Abso-
lute disrepnrd for Listorieal consecutivenoss
chuaracterizes the whoie work, Deseribing a
custum that previiled nmong the Jews in soine
parts of Germany in the fifteenth century, the
nuthor at one sweep drives Lis render back Lo
the Gnronle period, between the seventh and
wlevenih centurles, citing the anthority of
rabibis whose central seat was somewhers In
Persin: and then again he sends him forward to
the rabnbinieal tenchings of Holland or Jtaly.
Amopng the historical authorities elted by Mr.
Abratinms s the rowancer Grmotz, whose
work on Jewish history 18 full of the
wlldest  bypotheses and most confusing
specilations on thie events of the sariy ages, and
it I8, moreover, extremely subjective and irrae
tlonally versonnl o its description of events ofa
later day. In his reasining moppears  the
tendency of the seliool of modern Jewlsh stu-
dents, who would obliterate the past of thelr re-
liglon aml thelr history to secure happlness for
the members uf \heir race io the presont. Kot
the worid tukes an lbterest in the Jewish people
simply becatne of thelr past,and by argulng thelr
historleal vicissltules nnil religlous peculinrl-
ties ont of existence, you oblterate thelr iden-
tity nnel coneign them o disintegration. This
dlspositivnof 3r. Alralinnis avvears in these re-
marks In liln preface: 1 confess that when I
underteok to writes of Jewish iife lo the middie
apes, | did so uniler the {mpression that Jewlah
1fe was everywliere more or less similar,and that
it woald be pussibie to uresent a generlo image
of It. Lieaper research bias completoly dispelled
this bellef. Possbily the reader may note with
disappoltitment that my book reveals no central
principle; that it is a survey less of Jewish life
than of Jewish lives.” Further on he says:
“The superficial appearance of a natlonal
entity has, I fear, originated the movement now
popular with =ome modern Jews In favor of
erent.ng n Jewisli State, politieally independent
and perhaps religiously homogeneous, | speak
reeretfully, beeause one does nod like to see en-
thusinsm wisted aver a cotiception which bas
no ronts in the past, snd no fruits to offer for the
future.” In these remarks lies the cenirs of
gravity of modern latitodiuaring Jewish schol-
nrs: the conception of n * central prinelple "
which united the Jewsin all the bygone ages
Line no roots in the past,” and it s thereforon
waste of energy or * enthusinsm ™ to work forn
restoration of the people in the Tuture.

Diesplte euch an enunvintion of principle on
the part of the author, his book benrs a differont

message, It twells of a “Jewish (dentity,”
wlich the passing ages could not ob-
Ierate, and which held its own In dire

distress ns well as lu prosperity. Throughout the
midille ages there was n solidarliy among
the dispersed members of the race, wlich
nothing could destroy. The Jow of ono pary of
the world had o feeling of kipship for his
brother Jew of acother clime, Inspite of thelr
dissimilarity of dress, tastes, and mannersof liv-
fng. This solldarity was reoted 1o the *“ central
principle " of thelr religlons confeasion, which
Mr. Aurnhams tries to lgnore, and in the senso
of responsibllity of one for the other, which
e jearned nuthor cannot iguore, because it
ltes within the range of the life he depicts.
Throughout the nges there was never adivergs
ence of bellef among the Jews in all parts of
the warld, in so far as the principal tenots of
thuir falth were concerned. The Jews of Per-
sin, Africa. and of all parts of Europe belleved
In fiod, levelation, Immorinlity, and in the
unfnn and selection of thelr poople. In thelr
synagoguos Lthe same order of prayer was pre-
gerved (n all the lanids of thelr dispersion,  Mr.
Abrahams does not speak abuol these things,
for sich evidences of a “ecentral prinelple **
do nel belong o bls progremme, bui  he
telis us many thiogs which bear testimony
Lo the siime effeet,

In tlie first chapter of the ook the suthor
slows us thint “the synagogue was the centre of
soclal Hie" na well ns of rellglous worshlp
among the Jews, He refors (e rouler Lo Jose
plivs for proof that, even »o far back nas the
thmes of the Maccabess, the temple at Jerusa
tem was the central place for ull soclal move-
ments, The synigogue replacsd the tample
thruughout thoe dispersion, But, barring a
prayor that was recited In belinlf of the ruler of
the thine, poilties was cxcluded from it pre-
eltirts, Uhers were, liowever, rare lnstances tn
which the Jews as s body displayed politieal
partieanship, In tho middle of the'fourteenth
eentury the Jews courdgecusly fought for
Do Vedro of Unstlio agalnst his  Lalf |
vrother, Henrey de Trastamara, A Jewish
trounpdour  of that age.  Santob  do Clars
rlon, compllil moral and political maxims
for the hite. In 118K the Jews of Canter- |
ey penyed for the monks as wgaitst the Arch-
Wiehops fn o local dispute, Ata much Iater |
date the Jews of llome erected o Lrophy In front
of one of thoir synagogues {n honor of the temn-
pOTArY establinhiment of a pepublican tovern-
went, "UnUl ke beginniog of the sixteenth
centiiry they wers never for lung cut off frum
the common life around them, Nay, thelr io-
terests were wilder than thase of tivir suviron-

comprlled (he Jewa to announce In thelt sy

By this Castilian emdn of 1919 the Jewnsof Spaly
wete, In coriati nases In which stolen apparel
and fuenliurs had beon pladiged with them by
Chirtstinns, th swenr 6n oath In the sFnagoRnd
that ths cransaction hind been honost o Intens
tlon on thelr part. Slmilar ordinances were o
forced by the Govoarnments of Home, Franeg
and tiermany. The valuntary anpouncements
of this kKind, too, wers at Inast as numoernis e
the enforeed. 18 was an anelent enatom, dating
baek to oarly Talmudlieal times, for the shamank
or Yurger th nnnounce every Saturday In the
synagogans the reaults of lawanits, and to Inform
the congragation that cerinin properties were
In tho mnarket, A rabblof the fourteenth esn-
tury In Vienna cansed a Jow to bo beanded an e
linr and decelver In s publie sunonnesment 1o
the synagogue, because he would not stand by a
bargain whioh s had agroed to vertmily, Im
Frankfort the hendle of the synagogue took hile
stand Lefors the ark daring the services on tim
Sabhath nand proclalmed that certain arth
oles hind bwen stolen or lost, and solomnly
nrdered that any worshipper who knew anys
thing of the missing property ahould hinmedte
ately glve Information to the authorities, In
ltaly It wans neceasary fora Jow who (ntended
to leave his tawn to publiely announce his ine
tention In the synagngue, and to invite =l
who had clalms against him (o proffer them,
It fan custom still prevalent |o mavy Jowlsh
cungregations for & man who wistes tosell
ploce of Innld to announce (h the synagogue
that every one who hins s clnim on the property
shoald lay It befors the rabbinienl tribunal
Soch a proclamation I8 to be made thres times
and a record of It insertod fu the deed of sale,

Tho distant Jewish communities In all parta
of the world were always In Intercommunicme
tion with ench other. In the Talmuale and
Gaonle perlods, from the first to the eleventh
century, the seats of rabbinical nuthority were
in Persin, Io the towns of Bura and Pombedite,
and the “eyes of all Israel " wers turned thither
for religions Instruction. After the disoreanls
wation of those rchools, ail the Jewish rommunfe
tles sought thelr rellgious Instruction at the
hands of the great rabbis that arose in various
parts of the world at varloon times. The cene
teal went of Judalvm was whers a great rahbl
presided over a school of eompetent scholars,
and Ity loention changed from Habylon to Core
dova, thwnes to Cairn, then agaln to the
Rline eountry: still later to Holland: in the
Intest perlods to Poland and Russin. And an the
spiritunl  Interests of the Jews from all
parts of the world gravitated toward the
sent of rabbinmioal learning wherever It was,
the most distant communities eame Into enne
tact with each other, and a constant intercourse
botween them was the result.  The Jews of
the most ivolated places beonwe fumiliar with
tho manners of their hretbren, as with thelr
trado, and thelr sociml econditlon in forelgm
countrics, The vehicles of intercommunication
waore in the first place the mesiengers of the
rabbinieal sehool in authority, who carrled the
dacislons and enactments of the school to the
varlons communities, where they wers made
known throogh the local rabbis in the synse-
gogues. Then there were the messengers of the
communlities that applied to the school for de-
cislons in cases of difficulty which thelr
local teachers could not decide, or In cares
of dispule between varioun eommunities,
There were also many itinernnt preacherag
studenita who made long journeys to (ears the
wisdom and methods of distant rabbis of re-
nown; merchanta and artisans whe plodded
many a weary mile In search 0f emplorment of
of new markels for thelr warcs: siralling cnne
tors who were amhitious to Introdice thelr new
bymns and tunes In as wide n cirels as possibleg
plous pligrims travelllng to the Holy Land, and
in rome rare Instanoces professioral teavellers
who ventured into the remolest parts of the
waorld to dircover the traces of thelr dispersed
co-religloniats, The nrinles of Jewish ftiners
ants whoe kept up Intercourse between the
various communities of their brethrea
nlwayas grew |arger as Jewish perseon-
tions  nnd expatriation erew maore freqguend
from the time of the Crusades down to the end
of the tighteenth century. 'In this way a very

between remote countries, and news spreadl
very fast. When the ghettos were establlshed,
the Germaon Jews had thelr own regular letter
carriers. 5o complets were thelr menns of comle
munieatlon that Jews wers oftéen employed te
cArry the messages of the Giovernment. The
privacy of letters in the linndas of Jewish oare
rlers was nbsolotely eafe, for nowhere up to the
eleventh century was n case recorded [n which
fuch a trust was vielated, though there was no
rahbinieal enactment registered to the cffeoy
that it must be gRept sacred, It secms that the
Talmudie teachings, bearing In general on lme
piicie good faithin private affalrs between Lhe
fuithful, were sufficlent for that purpose

Ttut in the eleventh contury Rabbi Gershom of
Mayence, afterward of Metz, Issued an order
that every one who read  aoother man's lettes
without permission shoold be in contomely
t*Herenit, and the mere mention of this order by
a formuln of five Hebrew letters (5'hd'r'p’) pus
on the envelope sconred the desired privaoy bet-

ter than twenty reals. Among the plous Jews
in Russin and the Orlent the formula still has
the same efMect.

The instance just colted furnishes a falr exe
ample of the activity of the rabbls durine the
Middle Ages, Thelr funetion wasnot marely te
teneli the law and to docide on relliglons ques
tions, bBut b¥ the authority which the law
Invested In them they aleo hind to enforce regie
Iatlons for the conduct of the fuithful In every
posaible direction of social and communat 1fe,
The samoe Rabbi Gershom was known nasthe
“Lumiuntry of Extle™ and a5 aa the * Master
of Ordinances," the ¢lgob: lonce of which put &
man ineoatumely or under anathoina. It was
he who proliiblted palygamy to the Jows of
Eurape. 1le twsued a great many ordinances
muost of which were neespted and are in foroe
oven to thisday., Among otheras thess may be
mentloned: No wrlt of divoree ean be tssued by
aratbl nnless the woman declares hier consend
to the wseparation. No man may leave
hls house for a term of olghteon months

gonpneryice untiihe hind gained a public prom- |

ment, for they bad the exceptioual intergsts of
a eomtuon religlon destitute of & politieal cen-
pret Thus speass the anthior who assorted In
the introdduction of Lis work that be eould not
dreeavee any oenteal peinciple which united the
Jows of the middio ages,
Pl lignow hin the svnngogue refleoted the so-
elal Btenf the dows In all fu essentind fentures,
ik awothb in which might was right, the
T iy wrisd from thelr eammun oppression (o
‘ yas el v ol e's rights, Auy Jew who oone.
coinpd thint he bad a griovanee neplnst Uiy fel-
: qow, bnd thie privilegs of Interrapting the »yna-
|

unless his wife agrees to  his  abesnce.
A Jew who ronounces his  falth undes
eompulsion and returns to the synagogne aften
ward, must never he nobralded by his fellow’
believers for hin temporary apostasy, Ordils
naneea of this kind, for which there was ne'
direet precedent n the written and oral laws,
wern ealled Takanoth, Soms of them were only
toeal, otliers ware promulgated and made blode
Ine upon all Iseael, Put in no place was &
Yakanah bindlng unless the loeal rabbl sube
perihed toit, Asother instances of ordinances
of this kind the following may be Interestungs
In Egypt thio Mohammedans stole Jewlsh tombs
stones, ohllterated the inscriptions, and sold
them ngnin to Jews, The rabbin of that couns
try checked this abyse by is<uing & Takanah
that no stone should bo pnt as A monns
ment upon s grave unless It was new from
the guarry. In muny towns \n Germany, Ltaiy,
and elsnwhers aot-Jewlsh fiihiwongerd took to
eharging exorbitant prices to Jews bocause they

| Kknow that the lastter thonght muach of flah an g

datnty dl=1 for the =abbath; but the local rabbis
stopped thinextortion and puniahed the greedy
verdors by wsulng an order thnt no Jow should
eat fiah on the Hablath for & torm of three

wonths, In consequenes of eorcnption in the
clvil courts o rabbinienl ordinsnes probiblied
the Jows from aning their fellow bellevors before
such acourt, Oue such ordinsuce prohibited
gambling, anothor prolabited selling wine to
Molammedans, sl snethier defined  the
amount of Jjewelry autl ornsments, and
even ihe colum of the diess s Jewlsh'
woman miht wear, A local ordinanee In Slolly
peotitited the adulteration of wite, aud the
practice of Lousestoslingso begging. A Iarge
number of ordinances regulated the prioes of
Yonse ront in varfous loealinies; prondbitied Jews
o rent groutds tenanted by otherJeas slthous
the termiiscdon of the Intter: fleo)d tho conniles
mion e hioh an agent was entitled 10r nego! Ints
Inig thie snlaof u house, 1o birie?, the rabildnioal
Postiotht regulated srvery phase of anclal and
votnmunal Hee, nutl exte il o8 awany #ven tnto
Dl privmte life of tho Juw, secirding ta the des
masds of Lhe thing and the circumstances, 18

foee of redross, S0 fally was this onderstom] by | teuded Ino every cass Lo promoie & sonse

the tioveriments of Europe that 1t was occasion-
ally utilized for thelr owp purpases. “ In the

of equity, to guard the "communlon of
Jernel™ agtalnel the abuse of the outalie world,

ghirtsanth ©entury the Epglish Governmuss Lund above all, w malnwain Lhe we

'1‘..

worore quittanees of dabts dne from Christiang

complete system of communication was kept'up -




