1S, ASTOR GIVES A BALL

gk FIRST LARGE PRIVATE FUNC.
¥ JI0N OF THE SEASON,

enldenes In Fifih Avenus and the
';‘I...:.l,.. Oue of Mer Sop, John Facoh
Aster, 1hirown Upen (o the Gnentn, of
Whom Thare Were Abeut Five Hundred,

e 1ast night gave the fArst args pri-

Sirs. Ab

1o ball vl the seAson ak her reaidence, H42
“nh avenue, It was s vory largo as welline
:‘]mm-_., ¢ witale, the gnosts numbering closs
300, The at/aining liouss of Mr. and Mra,
?nhﬂ Sacoi Astar was thrown open for the
eechsion. Thin s possibile, ns the two houses

are ander 0 sligle roof, and is eMectad by the
drogping of & alding door 1o the main halls
way uf Mre Astor’s home, Fhe guests on
{lialy arrival Word tons eysd Immediately in the
i 1w the Boor albove, whure the large sitting
peota was used a8 & cloak foom for the ladies.
Fup corridor was adornod with exotios, ard
the stalrany taleony with vines, foliage, and
yoses, AL lenving the vloak rooma the gnests
dosce wledd e broad white marble stalrway.

the walls of this stalrway are hung with
the Astor! family  portralte.  The rallings
wors trivimed last night sith rare ferus and
asparnitis slnes, and the enurmous newel posts
wore canverted into Yeds of Amoerican Beauty
poses. AL Ll npex were great olusters of
ascentlon 1llles, 'alms were urouned In the
paltsacnl sases and jardinioves fillod with long-
gtemmed Amerioan HDeauty roses. Mrs, Astor
pecelved the euests In the salon unassisted,
Bhe was magnifcently attlred In white satin
aod brocade, with point Ince. The low cop.
sace was almost covered with diamonds, and
ahiecwore # pecklace and tiara,  Standing near
per were Mrs, John Jacob Astor, Mrs, M,
Orma Witson, and Mrs, Astor's granddaughter,
Miss Van Alen,

e decorations in the ball room conslated
ehledly of a fow palms, nnd nosegays of Amnrl-
eati Loauty rosed (n vases. The walls of the
ro.m, which is also the art gallery, are hung
with paintings The Iunarlan Band was
stationed (n the' musfo baleony, which was deo-
prated with tralling vines and roses. The stip-
per ot milnight followed the first lnformal

dancine, and afterward there was s cotlilon,
Nearly 100 couples danced in this,  Ellsha
Dyer, dr., and lichard Petors led. AMiss Van
Alen was Mr, Dyor's partuer, and Mr. Peters
danced with Mrs. M. Orme Wilsen., The fa-
vors for the men were sliver cluarette casns,
maleh buxes, penolls, and fancy leather pocket-
oonas, ani Tor the ladies trinkets, sat:liet bagn,
fans, aril other knlekknnoks,

During Le _entire evening s buffet aupper
was sorved, The long table took up one end
of the dintng room, Thers was & grand dis-
play of the Astor silver, and 1o tho vases an
eenteil orna ments purple orchids were massed.
While the prellinloary dancing wus (o prog
peas sinall rounid tables for the general supper
wars piaced In the dinlog rooms of Mra, As-
tor's resldence and in the n‘ll]ulnlnn one of her
son. John Jacob Astor, and (n the halls of both
hon

L
The gowns worn by the guests were unusu.
Ny beautiful, They were of allk, smtn, and
;nrldu. sonie embroldered Ia siiver or guld,
aod many vrofusely trimmed with the Bnest

ART NOTES,

Fletures by Dinx and Monsssan at Avery's
Gnllery,

The extibitions at the Avery Gallery In Fifth
Avenne usually connint of ploturss by Ameriean
artists, and one or two have been held thare
Lhin senson beforo the holidays. Others are to
follow, beglnning with Me, Hopkinson Bmith's
water colors the middle of this month, bt In
the moan time a remarkable group of thros
platiros is offered asa variation from the cus.
tomary anpect of the walls. One of the plotures
I8 & Iarge canvas by Diaz called Figurea and
Landscapo,” the other two ars * Mornlog and
“Evening" by Roussean. All thres wers pe.
ootitly purchesed In Franos from privaie
oollections, and the group may wall be
expocted w0 attract a8 much  attention
As  the Turoer shown wt the samw wnl
lery 1ast year. The wize of the ploture
by Diar, 70x50 Inches, Is quite out of the com.
mon, The composition s ol onusunl exeept
that there s & largo number of Ngures. Thres
or four, with a lundscape setting, uaunlly auf.

Need as a motive for a plettre with this prolifie

palnter, but hero there are twolve, They aro all
women and are grooped on the greensward in
AL oDen place ot the eilge of & foreat, some lofly
rochs, the son, and the sky appearing beyond
throughin gap In the follage, The fgurss are
partly nude and the dominant notes In the
fdrapery beside warmly tinted white are red and
blue, There are such delclencles in drawing
and such ecesntricities In constenction of the
fures as nre habitual with Dinz, but this lack
of ncademle perfection la more than atoned for
by the aplondid beauty of eolor which pervades
the pleture. In this respoct it Is entirely de-
lighttul,

The landacapes by Roussean, bath upright
canvares of oqunl alps, HIxTH Inohes, nre elthor
very early or very late examples of Lils work,
H’h' plotures are slgned buy not dated, Almost
everything goes to shiow that they are among
the works of his Intest perdod, At first glance
the earious presHaphaelite detail of the tres
trunks and follage, the nalve and somewhat
clumsy treatment of the accessory fligures in
the furegrounds give an Impresslon of qualnt-
neas that hiardly comporta with the richness of
facture employed by loussenn In stoch moastoer.
pleces s ™ Le Givre™ and * Los Gurges d'Ap.
remont.”  This impression fadeos away as the
depth and tonality of the skies begin to be felt,
and the pleturss, in aplte of the latuess of the
slihovettes made by the trees ngninst the skies,
appear more and more unified and harnonions,
The red akyin the * Evening" ls especially
strong and vibeating, and In the lower part Just
above the horizon It s full of glow ann atmoss
pherlo envelape, The composition la each ple-
ture s somewhat formal, but entirely clinrnos
teristic of certain plinses of Honseau's work,

A WIFE ELOFPES WITIT AN AUTOR,

HMhe Wanted to Go on the Stage—Her Mas.
baad Forgives Mer,

Acting Captain Hogan of the Eldridge stroat
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SOROSIS TALKS OF HOME.

IS THE WAT WE LIVE NOW BETTER
THAN THE OLD OR WURNEY

Hupposs the Dear B4 Grandmother Wan
Frizstied Her White Malr nnd Gone (o the
Cint and Hospltallty Conslate af Tauch.
Iag » Batton, There Are Campennntionn,

Borosls began the new year with a fine meet-
ing yesterday in the new ballroom of the Wal-
dorf. The dlscussions were lively from start to
fAnish.  Mres, WiHam Tod Helmuth presided In
her usual gracoful and splrited way. Khoe san-
nounced that the Committes on HMouse and
Home had eharge of the discassion and intros
duced the Chafrman, Alles May Heudder,

In presenting the question, ** Ara the Innnva-
tions of modern times benelelal to home 1ite s
Mrs. Soudder said:

* Whoen the ladles on ihe negative drew a plic-
tare of 1thie quaint old-time home, with its olil-
fanhiloned Nower garden abloom wilh marigolde,
pinks, and hollyhoeks, with fta open log fre,
with its mother and davghter working side by
slde at tasks that many women of to-day
desplae, many of you will sigh for the lowly old-
funhioned thateh, and aroe with the smnall boy
who, when saked if ho wanted o mausion in tho
nkies, replied, * No, 1 don't. 1 live In the top
fiat of & seven-story house and have to run all
the errands.’ ut when the speakers cnlled on
to defend the medern home are honard, you'll
rejolea to think that yom wre living In
1807, with nall of Ite Isboreaviog mee
ohilnes, travelling facliities, tolephones, fold-
ing veds and what not. I'm  sfrald you'll
find yourself in the pllght of a littlo girl In the
IPresidentinl campnign of *650. Une of her graud-
fathors was a Hopubliean; the other a Demos
erit. When she went to the Louse of one in the
morning shie was taught to sny * Hureah for
Giarfleld," and in the nfternoon when sho visited
the othor ahe waa tatught to say * Harrah for
Hancock,! Fioslly one night she went home
and sald * Mamma, I've hiurrahed for Garileld
and hurrahed for llancock until 1T don't know
who I'm for, nud 1 slu't s-gola' o Lurrab for
anybady any more,' "

Busan Hayes Ward answered to the guestion,
* You, 8 thousnnd times yes, 1ahnll substitute
thoe word changes for Innovations,' shie sald,
“and what thess chauges are can only be binted
at. Among them are wholesome food, honlth-
ful dress, vutdoor eports, shorter Lours of toll,
the many professions opon to women, Ister mar-
ringes, anid smaller faroilies of ehildren, Nar-
row It down o lndividuals, and there Is the
bachelor man, the Massachosotts spinsier, and
the new wowan, Thess are s fow of the mod.
ern changes; Amoug the [armers muolines
bave taken the place of men on the farm and

anual labor in the feld and In the Liouse Is
Iuhiter, and fathers, wothers, and childron are
brought nearer together, Ul poople are youngs

erand young yeople are older than thoy used 1o

Lie, and po & spirit of caninraderisoxlsis betwoen

parent aml ohikdl, Childien have the fresdum

of the home, Loy take Lthslr plensures thers,

Their fatliers used 1o take tinles Lo the baru,

“A mors widestirend Xnowledge of lhiyglene
has done wonders for the home, Hies not the
lessening of lufant mortality s tlessed bearing
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LITE TOPICE ABOUT YOWXN,

The Prooklyn Welters' Ulub, an organiza-
tlon ofamateurs that has been held uplo
fame In the columns of Tne Suy whenever
the oetrelon warranted, has A aturdy rival In
New York which oparntes under the name of
a Gulld, At Jeast half a dosen members of
the New York rlub have desked off pleces that
have found thelr way Into print in book form,
and the entertalnmant that the cther mambers
got from them I8 thrilling, Tas mestings of
the ¢lub are social affalirs. At the Iast one
four plano solos woere played by ss many mem-
Lats, and then by way of ohanee anothar mem-
ber read two of her awn posras in guiok sne-
cossfon, These were redelved “with roarked
evidences of approval.” The club historlan
doesn't say wheither oF not these posmns had
been “put In ecold type The next selec-
tlons wurs the genuine articls, and every one
uresent could see the books from whioh they
were written, After tlie poema a womman
with s hyphienated name remd & chapter from
nreal Look that ahie had wrltten, The herolne
of the book is & amaell girl whose charactor [s &
cotnpromise hetween Tom Sawyer and  Na.
paleon, with a dash of sentiment to polish it
off, The Euellsh In which tho girl's story is
(ol waa fnvented by the author, A Imd.llr'l:
hiatorian _aroso alisr the spplunse had d
awny  and resd jnst ons chapter froimm  his
atirring history. He was followed by another
woman, who resd an original story (unpub-
Hshedi s and then the exclted sesslon of the
Gulld was over, M

Ploturoa of the woman who danced atthe
Elierry dinner have been on view for two years
inseveral of ths up-town photograph abops,
represontiog ber in a contume which exlilbited
her froely enough fo satlsfy any ordinary de-
maods for tho realism of the danee du ventre,
anid lLer onuuterfelt presentmants were not In
that envirenment considored teo olbjectiouable
for such unrestrained exhibitlon, One of Lthe

other singera who appeared tliare was on & roof
gnrdon all dast sommer, and sho wes onn of
tte few really ablectionable features of the

performance. So  these young women and
what they were Ih the halit of dolog were
well known befors they ever were seen at

Mherry's. (ne night last weok a singer at a
suppar given (noa Jrivate house and attended
Ly m e of the beat known people 1o the clty,
rang Yyette Gullbert's song, “"Co fall Inutj-ntra
pMagir,'t Thia 8 uwor an effort particaiarly
well adapted to mixed pudiences in & publlo
wiusle hall, mnd the eoct In a deawing room
was tmbly not diminished particularly, as
the woman cave the song 1 cxaer imitetion
of Yvelte Giullbert, and It In ono of that nlmi-
or's buldest efforts,  When another French
tlnger nttempied one of her masierpleces In
n PVlitshurgh club, the members sho ved thelr
anpreclation. of lher ofMorw In such sa o=
Plintic way thnt shie had 1o beat a retrest, bulb
that waa ln thie West, and New Yorkera do
things betier, or Wt all avents they ars mnare
ncountomed to them and lera likely to loso
slchit of taes wrilstio slde of the exhibition in
view of the sentiment of the song and the
mannoer of 18 performance,

The performance of *‘Hiexfried’ will nrob-
ably vrove the moat popular of thie seasun at
the Metropolitan, and even s chauge in the
cnst and the retirement of wsuch a popular
sloger as Mme, Melba make no apparont effeat
on the slze of the audience. The singers who

appenred are enthuslastlc over the care with
which Anton Seld] attended to the relinarsals,
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SAF8 BACKUS IS8 DILATORT,

Lawyer Elder Accuses Ilim of Patting OF
the Trinl of Firs Adjuster Yuughun,
The case of Henry 5. Vaughan, the fire ad-
Junter, who s inder adiotment for presenting
to & Phlladelphin Insuratice company & frandu-
lent proof of loss, was sot down poremptorily
for trinl In the County Court, Brooklyn, yester-
day, Vaughnn was indlcted tn April last, bug
Distriet Attorney Hackus has never called the
ease for trinl, and Robert Klder, counsel for
Vaughao, o week ago asked that bis cllient have
a apeedy trinl or that the Indictment be dise
missed, Judge Asploall at that time sel the
cane aown paramptorily for trial yesterday, but
when the ease was callad before Judee Hurd
District Attorney Backus aaiil he was not reanidy
for trial and asked for suother postponsiment,
Mr. Elder charged the District Attorney with
acting In bad faith, and alleged that the only
reason he put off the trial was to Lold the In-
dlctment as & mennca over Yaughoao, In order
to ecompel him to discontinua a jibel suit Insti-
tuted aenlnst & New York newspapoer. Mr,
Elder then moved that the Indletment be dis.
miased, and sald that the Listrict Attorney had

Bublications,
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T'he Puritan

A JOURNAL FOR GENTLEWOMEN.

PURITAN is Mr Munsey’s latest conception—the
newest thing {rom his publishing house. There are many
publications in this country and in Europe that are expressly

designed for women, but there is none like THE PURITAN.

OUT 'TODAY

THE PURITAN is now on sale, and can be had from your news-
If he has sold his supply, he will get you a copy. You
should have this {irst number of THE PURITAN. You will
like it, and, besides, everybody wants first numbers of publications;
everybody will be sure to have the first number of THE
PURITAN, If for any reason you cannot get it from your news-
dealer, you can get it direct from the publisher.

FRANK A. MUNSEY, New York.
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““Droch”
what girls and

women like to
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