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f fliKfitll To SI"C'1 nrynn.

' aiiilfil The announcement comes from Washing- -

plllill on tuat William J- - Uhyan and AiiTiiun
mjijlll Skwall aro to bo the guests of honor at a

' 'jfjjjtij banquet In that city on JEFrunsoN'a birth- -

'SfinKl ' a7' uncr tuo direction of the National
jjjljljll Association of Democratio Clubs. "Alltho
flit II ' Democratio membors of Congress," says the
Irinft despatch, "and many Democrats from

.Willfll neighboring cities aro expected."
PJljjjjl IsBryanlam, then, to be al lowed to con- -

sittStll tlnuo to masquerade In tho guise of Democ- -

f'lsijjjl racyl Aro tho party leaders going to pet
3111 coddlo and put forward In and out of

' fill 111 season the dangerous demagogue who droTO
Unlfti thousands upon thousands of Democrats

' if iljllf 'nto vot'nK tno Republican ticket at tho
1 Slfln last Presidential election! Dotheyreally
I Ijjjjj j think that those Democrats will ever come

jljjjj j back to the party, if the distinctively Bryan--I

SB jjl , II o doctrines aro to bo permanently sano-j- $

;j J tloncd In Its councils?
sBill e 'cat"n8 men 'n tne Democratic or--

I lllll I
ganlzatlon may bo foolish enough to enter- -

If 8Jj tain such hopes, but If so they will be
! y Sjjij! grievously disappointed.
' I SI ill After such a victory as the Republicans

I IIJIl had lost autumn, a reaction Is only natural;
5 lilll nn "le Democratic party would have a

'. 8 Illil great opportunity, even this year and right
tfi(j) hero In this State and In tho Greater Now
1 IhiII York, If Its leaders would stand together
3 lllll for tho truo principles of Democracy before

I I fill! "ey wcre poisoned by Bryonism.
'1 jflill an t,lcJ not w'so enough to do this t
fiU ' If, on tho other hand, they Insist upon
I titjlj keeping Bbyan's nanio to tho fore, they
ii Hill will banish forovor from tho party the vast

i jf jll body of voters who had no Idoa of leaving
1.till It forever when they cast their ballots for

lllll McKinlky In November last.I JIlJl Too much Bryak, gentlemen, from this
1 Ijll time on, will mean too few Democratio
9 Ijll Yotes at tho next election.

K ftjlj The Lieglslaturo and tbo Charter.
' jjlj! The resolute passago at Albany of the
Mlilif charter for New York Is a notable lllustra- -

' Jjjj tlon of the principle that tho way to legls- -

' !fi 'ate to 'e8'slate. First, It was determined
fill 8' kat t'lero should be a Greater New York;
fill xiezt that there should be a committee to

1 Ifffllil prepare the charter, to be submitted to tho
If riljr ' ' Tjeglslature and there legalized. The pro--

P 'fcniiil ' gramme was sound, and Its simplicity was
' BisPK ' no affected by the magnitude of tho scheme.

Sjl) F' Unless It could be shown beyond question
' wlliir that the charter, when prepared, was faulty,

K the Legislature was in reason pledged to
;. Hk adopt It; and, such demonstration being

i will tt' ' Impossible, the Legislature has properly
' sUIH ' spurned tho clamor and sentiment roused
i; E'RjIJI ' Against the charter as drafted, and has done
I lllllil ' the deed like a public body conscious of its

Hillll tesponsibilitics and prepared to meet them.
r SllSllli Some of tho objections to the charter may
I Ijjlj I be well founded. They can be remedied.
1 filfl l Much of tho opposition was tho ever-ac- -

Mil r cumulating rebellion of critical human

I ff)lj; nature against anything that Is pro--

' rilHi posed for action. The remarks of varl- -

i ;sj: ' ous Republicans In tho Legislature show
"
i : that the irrepressiblo disposition to venge- -

iiij nnco on the part of tho element which kicks
- liiiill n Princlole' mU8t e expected to operate in

Ijljl I xbrce at election time. But In spite of these
J' HlHll political expectations, the great legislative
I niilll atep toward the decree of consolidation has

frj jljl been taken boldly, according to the plan,
r L ijll and as a public act calling for execution.fi. First, the Inbabltantsof the New Yorkdis- -

j CjB Met aro to bo congratulated upon the prac- -

r WM l tlcal achievement of this consolidation,
H I ' long and wisely desired. Secondly, all tho

lBKi II inhabitants of tho State are to be congratu- -

It UJ lated upon tho conclusive evidence aflortled,
H tbat tIi0 Ncw York Legislature Is situatedm r
MB in the Capitol at Albany, and not in tho

';' Ifl II casual meeting rooms of private societies
It H J uni1 Satherlngs in this town.
h li Jm

bIH E ' What Will Be tho Lighthouse TenderBB I ' Policy or" tho Administration?
HH The report that Secretary Lono has In- -HH formed the commander of the Dolphin that

HH' that vessel will not be required this sum- -

Ij!Mk mer for family uso as a pleasure yacht,
M ' means much to the American people and to

Plnfll the McKInley Administration, if tho good
(liUli news is true news.
IjUIH ' The last Democratic Administration pre- -

feBI vlous to Mr. Cleveland's first term, cm- -

HH phoslzed the Impropriety of tho embezzlo- -

!H ': ' ment of Governn-cn- t vessels for the private
, HI 1 accommodation of the President and mem- -
1

iB R ' ers of ''Is --'al,lne';- Mr- - Buchanan's In- -

in dlgnant refusal to go down the Potomac on
. If II plewuro trip at the expense of the public
H I treasury, will bo remembered to his
Bj li erc,dl,t' as long as any incident of his

'Mat! a executive career. Most of tho Republican
i Presidents since Buchanan's time have

JH Hi ,bcen sensitive to tho requirements of de--
'I rcncy in respect to this practice Mr,

KiBjj J Clkvuland was tho first President, belong.
KHJ D Ing to cither party, to show himself utterly
BHJ U callous. The effect of his example upon
jliBl I tho Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries

II who were in a position to help themselves
I) lo Oovoriimcnt tonnage and Government
l coal was pronounced and disastrous. Tho

it nbuso grew so familiar to the public that It
ramo to be considered almost as a matter of

li rourso ; and by tho operation of well-know- n

I 1 governing the deterioration of the
I moral sense, some citizens who themselves

9 would not steal a crooked pin viewed with- -

out repugnance the constant mlsappropriv
IW I tlonof the Government's property byofflcers

I Intrusted with its control, and even regarded
H any refcrenco to the scandal by the news- -

I papers as ungracious and Impolite, If not
actually seditious.

fl1'8 raay 80em a 8mQH matter, but It
counts immensely In a psychological way,
Tho theory of our Government and tho pres- -

!' ' ervatlon of tho democratic simplicity of
our Institutions aliko require constant vlg.
ilanca agaiust such trespasses. Mr. Mc- -

i'lWH Kinlky's Immediate predecessor probably
i'llMj uttered more phrases concerning the proper
I'BI relations and attitude of tho public ser- -

r H vant to the people employing him than anv
BflJ sU other men who have been In the Whites

IJifll i

fflflj

House. At tho samo time ho has done more
than all tho other Presidents together to
weaken tho traditional barriers against

and purely personal rule, lit saw
no reason why a ship of thn navy, or of the
revenue marine, or of the lighthouse fleet,
or halt n dozen of tho latter If need be,
should not bo withdrawn from the public
service and converted to his private uso
whenever It suited his convenience or pleas-
ure to travel or to go

Gradually tho pcoplo became accus-
tomed to tho Cleveland Idea of tho
functions of tho floral and arboreal fleet ;

and when ho actually sailed out of offlco on
ono of these Innocent little craft, extending
his habitual violation of them over Into tho
term of his successor, the spectacle, which
ten years earlier would have filled the coun-
try with amazement and disgust, excited no
special wonder and no Indignant outcry.

It is In tho power of President McKin-lry'- s

Administration to counteract theovil
effects of Mr. Cleveland's example, and to
restore In this country a correct under-
standing of the distinction botween ofllcial
management and personal embezzlement
of Government property. V'o sincerely
hopo that It is tho Intention of the Presi-
dent and his Constitutional advisers to
start right and contlnuo right.

Gen. Caltxto Garcia.
Gen. CAxrxTO Garcia whose recent ex-

ploits In eastern Cuba have added to tho
fame which he won in the ten years' war, Is
well known to the friends of Cuba in this
city, where ho has resided at various periods
In his adventurous life. lie Is a strong,
brilliant, earnest, and heroic character,
a man of parts, a soldier of unusual ex-

perience, a scholar in politics, and a na-tlv- o

Cuban, and, wo should think, he Is
about 00 years of ago. As a dashing
trooper ho may bo ranked with the late
Gen. Antonio Macko ; as a strategist, ho
Is hardly less skilful than Gen. Maximo
Gomez ; as a revolutionary leader, ho is
worthy of any responsibility ; as a man of
action, ho has a splendid record from other
times ; as a devoted patriot, ho has not a
superior in Cuba. Both intellect and vir-
tue belong to him. It gives us pleasure to
speak of the merits of Gaiicia, who, in tho
event of the establishment of the Cuban re-

public, will very surely stand well to tho
fore. No one who met him In this city last
year, or the year before last, failed to dis-

cern tho mettle of his spirit.
Gen. Garcia's report of his recent opera-

tions in the province of Santiago reminds
us of his operations In tho same province
twenty-flv- o years ago, though the army
which ho now commands is far greater
than the force which ho led at the earlier
time, and though his present campaign has
been marked with many moro successes of
Importance than was tho former one. In tho
ten years' war he had at first but a few hun-
dred followers, and yet with them he won
nearly every combat until the loss of life in
his ranks rendered further combat Impossi-
ble. He raised another and larger party, took
tho field again, fought for five years, and
had but twenty men in a camp near Zassal
when, suffering from a wound, ho was
taken prisoner, deported to Spain, and held
in confinement for several years. Tho
stories told of his achievements during that
war for Cuba are as stirring as any on
record, and help us to understand the char-acto- r

of the man who is now performing
deeds that surpass those of his early years.

As soon after the opening of tho present
war as it was in his power to leave Europe,
ho came to New York on his way to Cuba ;

and hero he got up the Hawkins expedition,
which met with misfortune. Ho reached
Cuba, however, early In last year, and was
at once ordered upon duty In tho cast. Ills
first service was to organize an army 0,000
strong ; and It is with this army that ho
has driven Spain out of all parts of tho
province of Santiago, with tho exception
of two or threo fortified seaports defended
by tho Spanish navy. His report of his
more recent operations, which we printed
on Thursday, is a military document of ex-
traordinary interest. His capture of tho
important city of Holguin, his birthplace,
which he had captured twenty-flv- o years
ago by a clover manoeuvre, was a most
daring feat of arms; and it Is to be said that
ho now has tho power which ho had not in
the former war to hold captured places.
Almost every paragraph of Garcia's report
is a bulletin of victory, though there is not
a boastful word in any part of It.

It is most pleasing to notice the praise
bestowed upon Garcia by the veteran
Gcneral-l- Chief of the revolution. There
is no jealousy In the mind of Gen. Gomez.
Ho sends compliments to Garcia In Santi-
ago as he formerly sent them to tho bravo
Macko in Pinar del Rio, and as ho has sent
them to every commander who deserved
them. He Is as proud of any success whicli
another may win as If it were won by him-
self. He who helps tho cause of Cuban
freedom is sure of commendation from Cu-
ba's military leader. Generous, indeed, Is
the spirit which ho has always manifested
toward his compatriots.

Wo look for yet greater service from Gen.
Calixto Garcia. Ho is esteemed and ad-
mired by the friends of liberty In this coun-
try, not less than by the armed forces that
fight under his leadership In Cuba.

By Balloon to the Polo.
Tho coming season promises to furnish a

test of the project of an air-
ship voyage toward tho North Pole.

Andree's attempt lost summer, it will lie
remembered, was baffled at tho decislvo
moment by unfavorable winds, which d

until he thought It too late In tho
season to venture. But In Juno ho Is to
proceed again, under King Oscar's patron-
age, as before, from Stockholm to Spitz-berge-

his old starting plaeo, with his bal.
loon, his bout, his sledges, and his precau-
tionary supply of food for four months. His
calculation Is that a favoring wind will
blow him to tho neighborhood of tho polo
within two days; but, assuming It to con-
tinue, he must perforce cross the polar area,
and it Is for tho exit, which may bo a long
process, that he prepares his largo stock of
provisions and his various appliances.

If the Swedish aeronaut should not suc-
ceed, Frenchmen may try. Last winter
Godard and Suncour, both well-know-

balloonlsts, planned a like trip. They pur-
posed to construct a balloon to carry seven
persons that would keep afloat two months,
as from extra stores of gas the balloon
could bo replenished. But slnco next year
has been named as the tlmo for start-
ing, this project Is not of Immediate inter-
est, and with good luck the pioneer Andrek
may make it unnecessary.

Tho project of reaching the North Pole is
an old one. Commander Ciieynk of tho
British Navy made a very elaborate plan
for such nn expedition, which was to have
been undertaken fifteen or sixteen years
ago, and meetings were held In London to
favor It. His Bchemo was to push far north
with a ship and then resort to three large j

balloons for piecing out tho voyage. Ho
expected to reach tho polo through the air
in thirty or forty hours. But tho project as
thus planned was costly, since to tho ex-

pense of tho ship was added that of bal-

loons weighing In all about threo tons, as
I hey were to carry seven persons, sledges,
dogs, and provisions and water for moro
than seven weeks. Finally tho plan was
reduced to ono for ships and sledges, with
ballooning as a last reliance ; and then it
was dropped altogether.

Some years later, about 1800, two French-
men, Besancon, tho aeronaut, and Hlr-mit-

tho astronomer, renewed the project,
but with Improvements, making it similar
to the present ono of ANDnto. They wero
to use a single balloon, and to start from
Spltzbcrgtn, while four largo bags of hydro-
gen gas were to bo carried, somewhat as in
Godard's project, to replenish waste. They
wore to tako olght dogs, a sledge, a small
canoe, and a month's provisions, while a
heavy ropo and anchor dragging along tho
Ico or water would keep tho balloon at a
regular distance from tho earth.

In these previous projects, us in Amman's,
It was clearly recognized that tho very sup-
position of a Btrong, favoring wind implied
the blowing of tho balloon past tho pole,
and tho necessity of an exit on the opposlto
Bldo of the Arctic circle. But Is this result
to bo relied upon! Tho French Society of
Aerial Navigation, after fully discussing
the subject, disapproved tho project of
Besancon and Hermite, who wero among
Its members. Tho President argued that
all tho information on tho subject showed a
probability that, instead of winds blowing
steadily across tho pole, there was a region
of circular currents, and a balloon once
among these would bo likely to be carried
aliout in them without power of escape. Ho
also dwelt upon tho difficulty of navigation
through mists and snows, and with frosts
upon tho ropes.

However, this adverse opinion, as wo see,
has not daunted tho Swedish aeronaut. Ho
has had some experience, having crossed
tho Gulf of Bothnia from Sweden to Fin-
land. His reply to tho theory of circular
currents is tho plan of abandoning tho
balloon, If necessary, and escaping by sledgo
and boat. A glanco at tho map, which
shows that tho northern part of Spltzbergen
reaches nearly to the eighty-firs- t parallel of
latitude, shows that thero would bo a clear
possibility of reaching the polo within two
days If favored by a strong wind.

And just hero it is interesting to note
that only a few weeks ago a balloon accom-
plished a Journey of 375 miles from Paris
to Agcn in a little more than thirty hours,
its rate varying from fifteen to fifty miles
an hour. Two still longer flights wero
mado during tho siege of Paris, one of the
balloons, much to tho distress of the occu-
pants, who could not prevent it, travelling
to Norway. At least good wishes can go
for the Swedish explorer, who will under-
take a task for which so many doubtless
expect no great success.

Tho Canadian Policy.
The usual speech from the Govornor Gen-

eral with which the Canadian Parliament
was opened on Thursday, contained a few
points of interest to this country.

Tho tariff revision foreshadowed in It
cannot be dealt with until Its details are
disclosed, but the declaration that "tho
advantages to accrue both to our Western
producers and the business Interests of tho
Dominion, from tho completion of tho
works for tho enlargement of tho St.
Lawrence canals, should no longer Imj de-

ferred," Isof significance. Tho Government,
we are told, has taken steps " for perfecting
the canal system by the close of 1898."
This implies that in tho season of 1800
is to begin tho race between Montreal and
New York for the grain trade of tho West, of
which Mr. Laurier spoke at the former
place In tho beginning of this year. We do
not think, however, that this city has much
to fear from this threatened spirit of Cana-
dian enterprise. Our commercial men ha o
not lost the energy and business aptitudes
that have made New York what It is, the
commercial metropolis of tho eastern sea-
board of the continent. When Canada de-
clares her independence, or enters a conti-
nental union, the waterways she Is about
to deepen will, no doubt, find traffic enough
to pay their cost of maintenance. Refer-
ring to the Behring Sea claims convention,
the Governor-Genera- l stated the stage at
which the proceedings for the adjudi-
cation of them had arrived, and ex-
pressed a hope that a final and satisfactory
settlement might bo speedily reached. It
is significant that no reference was mado to
the question of tho boundary between Brit-
ish Columbia and Alaska, and nono to
reciprocity.

Thu other points touched upon in tho
speech related to domestic affairs purely.
They included, among other things, an im-
portant reform in tho electoral law, involv-
ing tho abrogation of tho present franchise
act, v hlch creates special electoral districts,
with sepnrato rcglstrat'on for the Domin-
ion Parliament, so that provincial fran-
chises may servo for tho election of members
to the Ottawa House of Commons. As to tho
financial condition of Canada, it Is acknowl-
edged that tho receipts from tho ordinary
sources of rovenuo continue to bo Inade-
quate to meet the fixed charges on tho
country.

It will bo Interesting to see how, In view
of tho actual condition of things In Canada,
with Its extravagant system of govern,
ment and complete subordination of Cana-
dian Interests to those of a transatlantic
State, Mr, Laurier, however clever he may
be, can bring about tho condition of finan-
cial affairs for which he hopes.

England and the Treaty.
Judged by that sensitive and usually safe

gauge, tho hostility of British public opin-
ion to American interests In international
affairs, tho Senate amendments must bo
vastly improving tho arbitration treaty.

" Tho unanimous vote of tho Senate has
wrecked tho urbit ration treaty," cries tho
St. James's Gazette; " the Senators profess
friendship for the principle of arbitra-
tion, while they smother tho treaty with
amendments which mako it ridiculous."
Of lileo Import is the noil of tho Pall Stall
Gazette: "A promising plan has been
wrecked, merely to please sensational jingo-
ism and Tho iTirfmfii-lite- r

Gazette joins In tho chorus with tho
opinion that "it Is a very disappointing
and disconcert ing result of all the endeavors
of Lord Salishury and Secretary Olney."

It is only necessary to recoil tho utter-
ances of theso self-sam- e Knglish papers
upon tho Semite's action In tho caso of the
Venezuela dispute to see what their forth-puttin-

are worth now. At that time
they thought Congress was crazy for arbi-
tration, being even willing to fight for it ;

but now they upbraid tho Senate with
caution in adopting It.

The simple fact is that Congress over- - I

whelm ugly favored arbitration instead of J

tho law of tho stronger, when tho specific
caso of tho Venezuelan boundary was pre-
sented ; hut tho Senate Is properly wary In
committing tho country to arbitrate dis-
putes about which nothing is known, and
which have nut yet even arisen.

England, on tho other hand, had to bo
driven to accepting arbitration instead of
tho sword in her perfectly well-define- d

' quarrel with weak, littlo Venezuela, but she
now reproaches the Senate with being over-
cautious because It desires to guard a treaty
which, In Its original form, would havo tied
our hands in future quarrels v ith her.

Tho comments of tho London press indi-
cate that the Scnato is looking out pretty
carefully for American Interests.

Works of Imagination In the Old
Testament.

It is a striking paper on the lines of pro-
gressive religious thought which Prof. C.
A. Bniaos has contributed to tho current
number of tho North American Review.
Tho topic ho has chosen for discus-
sion Is tho extent to which Imaginative
literature figures in the sacred writings of
tho Hebrews. Among tho works which
may bo classed as distinctly artistic compo-
sitions nro enumerated tho Psalter, which
Is obviously a collection of lyric poetry; the
book of Proverbs, which Is a compendium
of sententious aphorisms and didactic
verso; tho book of Lamentations, which is
a collection of dirges ; the three elaborate
masterpieces, the book of Job, the Song of
Songs, and Kccleslostcs, and, lastly, threo
books, which, apparently, Dr. Bniaos re-
gards as essays in proso fiction, namely,
Jonah, I'sthor, and Ruth.

No ono, of course, would deny that tho
Psalter and tho book of Proverbs, oawcll
as many poems scattered through tho his-
torical books, bear witness to tho Insight
nnd graco of the Hebrew singers. It Is also
generally acknowledged that the threo
great pieces of composite poetry rise to
great heights of poetic art. Job, for in-
stance, is a gnomic, didactic drama, pre-
senting a combination of poetic skill that
would bo unique in tho world's literature,
had It not been closely approached in mod-
ern times by Goethe's " Faust," which,
Indeed, was modelled upon It. The
poetic features of tho Song of Songs
were imperfectly recognized until recent
times. Its divisions in the authorized ver-
sion and In tho revised version aro bad ; the
arrangements of chapters are wrong; tho
headings of the chapters are misleading. A
culminating sin was committed against tho
book in tho authorized Knglish version by
rendering many of its verses into Indelicate
language. Dr. Briogs declares that as a
matter of fact thero is not an immodest or
impure word or thought in tho work from
beginning to end. Modern scholarship
finds in it a drama of true love ; five acts of
n charming operetta, each act having its re-

frain. If love be holy and Christian, no
piece of poetry has a better claim to bo In the
canon of Holy Scripture than the Song of
Songs. In the book of Ecclcstastes is de-
picted the battle carried on within tho soul
between skepticism and faith, agnosticism
nnd the fear of God. Two sides of tho soul's
experience are portrayed, tho dork side of
doubt and tho bright side of piety; tho
difficulty often encountered in interpreting
tho book Is ascribed by Dr. Bmoos to tho
distribution of its material between theso
two sides. It is pronounced dangerous to
uso the two-edge- sword of its skepticism
and the keen arrows of its doubt, unless
ono keeps constantly in view that these
weapons of agnosticism are turned by tho
shield of Koiielktii's heroic faith and the
armor of his reverence for God.

Whllo admitting the existence of poetry
in tho Bible, many Christians are reluctant
to acknowledge that examples of proso
fiction also have been admitted to the
sacred canon. It Is, nevertheless, certain
that tho Haggadistic literature of the He-
brews, used chiefly for tho instruction of
the people in tho synagogues and in tho
schools. Is largely composed of such writ-
ings. Rabbis used parables, stories, and
legends of every variety of form and sub-
stance in order to teach doctrines and morals,
and even to enforce tho legal precepts of
tho Jewish religion. Jesus In His teach-
ings employed tho same methods. What
Is known as tho apochryphal books of the
Old Testament comprise many such stories
which havo been favorite themes of art.
We need only mention Judith and Holo-I'ERNE-

Zeruddauel and the King of Per-
sia, tho Moccabco mother and her seven
sons, Bel and tho Dragon, Torit, and
Susanna, all of which writings are regard-
ed as canonical by tho Catholic Church.
Among the books admitted to tho canon by
Protestant churches, three, as wo havo
said, are regarded by Dr. Briors as miotics- -

tlonably prosi works of the Imagination,
all written In the times that followed the
return from tho captivity in Baby-
lon. Theso nro Jonah, Ksther, and
Ruth. Half a dozen reasons aro given
for considering tho book of Jonah essen-
tially "an inspired work of the imagina-
tion." For instance, It was not tho aim of
tho writer to writo history; tho story Is
told only so for as it sets forth the pro-
phetic lessons of tho book; tho transition
from tho sea to Nineveh suggests rapid
flights of tho imagination and not the
steady flow of historical narration. Again,
tho prophet Jonah Is mentioned In tho his-
torical book of Kings, and a prediction of
minor Importance is attributed to him. it
Is deemed remarkable by Dr. Uiucas that
tho book of Jonah should pass over this
ministry in the land of Israel, and that, on
tho other hand, the book of Kings should
omit to notico such an Important prophet-
ic ministry as is recounted In tho book of
Jonah. As for tho miracles reported in
Jonah, theso seem to Dr. Briogs rather
marvels than true miracles. Thero Is noth-
ing resembling them in the miracle work-lug- s

in tho Old or New Testament ; they
aro more liko tho wonders of tho " Arabian
Nights." It Is true that thero are great
shurksln the Mcdltcrancan Sea, which are
alleged to hao swallowed men and horses
and afterward to havo cast them up. But,
though this wero admitted, tho chief diffi-
culty would remain ; how could wo explain
the suspension of tho digestive processes of
the fish for so long a tlmo and tho

of Jonah while In tho bowels of
tho fish, as Indicated by his ability to pray f
Kvcn if theso dlfllculties could lie overcome,
Dr. Dltmos points out that tho most serious
objection would still confront us; It is not
so mucli tho supernatural power exhibited
in the miracle that troubles one, as tho
character of tho miracle; there Is In it an
element of tho extravagant and the gro-
tesque; thesimpllcity, sublimity, and grace
which characterize tho miracles of Biblical
history arc absent. It is hard to Iiclievo
that a being of holiness and majesty could
work such a. grotesque and extravagant
miracle as that described In tho story of tho
great fish. So, too, the story of the wonder-
ful growth and withering of the tree Is, In
Dr. Brioos's opinion, more like the magic
exemplified In Oriental tales than any of

thoBlbllcal miracles. Even moro marvellous
and Incredlblo seems tho alleged rcpentanco
of Nineveh, from tho King on his throno to
tho humblest townsman. Wo are reminded
that Nineveh at that tlmo was tho capital
of a proud and conquering nation, of tho
greatest empire of tho world. Some apolo-
gists, indeed, have striven to minimize tho
rcpentanco by describing it as merely on
official one, ordered by tho monarch ; but,
according to tho story, God recognized tho
sincerity of the repentance, and recalled his
decree of destruction on that account.
Should wo not sec, asks Dr. Bnians, In tho
rcpentanco of Ninovch an Ideal of tho
Imagination f It may bo said that Jesus
by His uso of tho book of Jonah gavo
His sanction to tho historical valuo of
the narrative For Dr. Brigqs tho objec-
tion has but littlo weight; seeing that
Jesus continually used for purposes of In-

struction stories of His own composition,
and would, not unnaturally, recur at times
to stories drawn from tho Old Testament.
If It bo urgod that Jesus makes a realistic
uso of it, as if Ho believed tho story to bo
true, Dr. Briogs would reply that Ho does
not make a more realistic uso of Jonah than
Uo'docs of tho story of Dives and Lazarus.
For such reasons the story of Jonah is de-
clared to bo an essay In prose Action, a work
of the Imagination.

As regards the book of Ruth, we aro re-
minded that in our English BIblo It Is
placed among the historical books; that
was the arrangement in the Hellenistic
canon; but in the Rabbinical canon, which
was based on an earlier scheme, Ruth is
put among tho later and miscellaneous
writings, chiefly poetical. Tho language
of tho book, being tlngod with Aramaic,
makes It probablo that It was not written
until after the Babylonian exile. Whllo
Dr. Briogs does not deny that Ruin
and Boaz wero historical characters,
he looks upon tho book of Ruth
as a work of tho Imagination; in point
of fact, as a charming idyll. The historical
persons, Ruth and Boaz, and tho events of
their courtship and marriago wero em-
bellished by tho Imaginative author of tho
narrative In order to set forth tho lesson
that tho grace of God pushes beyond tho
race of Abraham, and redeems even tho
Moabitcs, for whom no provision was
made in tho law code of Dcutoronomy or in
the discipline of Nehemiah. Tho further
fact is noted that the narrativo proper has
appended to It a genealogical tabic, which
did not belong to the original document.

Tho book of Esther is placed In tbo Hel-

lenistic canon after the apochryphal pieces
of fiction called Toblt and Judith, and In
tbo Rabbinical canon It is classed with tho
miscellaneous writings; at all times its
title to figure among the canonical books
has been deemed most doubtful. It has
been held by many scholars that this book,
the language of which is one of the latest
specimens of Biblical Hebrew, is a piece of
historical fiction designed to set forth tho
importance of the Purim festival as a na-
tional feast, and to teach tho lesson of pa-
triotism. Dr. Briogs is not even inclined to
admit that the book is an historical
romance. Ho believes that the feast of Pu-
rim had another origin than that reported
In the story of Esther. It Is further pointed
out that there Is no theology In the book ;
the name of God is not used at all, but tho
name of the Persian monarch occurs 187
times In 100 verses. The Greek additions
to Esther use the Divino name as freely as It
is used in other writings; but in tho He-bro-

text of Esther, wherein there was no
religion, there was no occasion for the em-
ployment of the name of the Deity, and ono
docs not miss it unless his attention
is called to the fact. It is likewise
to bo remarked that the morals
of Esther aro not of tho highest order.
Esther is praised for her beauty and tact,
but sho docs not appear as a
damsel liko Ruth. Sho Is far from sen-
sitive from virgin delicacy and womanly
virtue. She is perfectly ready to sacrifice
her honor in the interest of patriotism.
One of the Greek additions, indeed, to the
Hebrew text tries to mask this fault by the
insertion of a special prayer. In a word,
EsTnER, liko Jonah and Ruth, Is ranked
by Dr. Bmoos not among historical writ-
ings, but among tho masterpieces of tho
Imagination of tho ancient Hebrews.

Tho Mexican Herald points out with
earnestness the evidence of the aucorssral finan-
cial management of tho last Administration:

"Clcteuhd left a strong Treasarr balance for bis
successors In 1889 and 1807, but when he succeeded
IUbiusox bo found a badlj depleted fund. Clete-ux- d

going out In 1889. left 1185,574,000. Hauisot
going out In 1HSS, left (24,128,000. Clxteukd go-

ing out In 1807, left $112,837,000."
Thus thoro comes from a remote and unex-

pected quarter full corroboration of tho exist-
ence of the "surplus" whlih Mr. Cleveland eo
proudly exhibited in his last annual mcasnuo
to Congress. And vet Mr. Clevklaso mlsht
have "left" a surplus of $350,000,000, If, In-
stead of borrowine '.202,000,000, ho had bor-
rowed a round (500,000,000 before leaving. Ho
would have left Blill more if ho had borrowed u
billion, and a half.

If any one supposes that tho Republican
Legislature Is bossed bv an leader of
Intelligence such as the Hon. T. C. Platt is
often described to bo, let him look at tho Lexow
fool anti-trus- t bills.

flood Pops are wearing out their "pants"tiding to and fro homeOTer the mueb hated railroadsntAony Republican
The Kansas Populists ride on railroads merely

to punish them. Their hearts are full of wrath
against these engines of iniquity, but after all, a
freo pass is soothing to the feelings of a states-
man returning to tho bosom of his constituency
after a winter of exhausting Intellectual Jar
at Topeka. lie would like to make tho
railroads carry everybody, not a monopolist,
for nothing. Meanwhlla It is comforting to
think that the corporation is not making an)-thin- g

out of him, but wearing out its n heels
in carrying his, and revolving swiftly townrd
perdition. When the railroads get so poor thatthey feel compollod to go out of business, then
tho Populist BUto la to step in and run them.
Then Populist statesmen will spend their du)a
and nights in bullet cars, and reduced capital-
ists will be glad to flag trains for them.

Two news Items wero printed in TnE Sun
yesterday which, while interestlngin themseh es,
are moro interesting when taken together, Ono
announced that after tho death of Sire. SaIiah
Hiciuiinu of West Mlltou, Saratoga county, at
the ago of 80 years, thtro wero left upon tho
pension rolls of tho United Htatcs only two
widows of soldiers of tho American Hoolution,
Tho other was a brief account of the funeral of
Meiicv Foster Clark at Orange, N. j t the
ago of 93 years. She, it was said, was ono of thovery few surviving children of Itevolutlonary
soldlors. The final period at which services to
tho country for which a pension could be drawn
on account of porsonal activity In tho Involu-
tion ended about ono hundred and fifteen years
ago. It Is remarkablo that any child of aItevolutlonary soldier should bo still liv-
ing, moro remarkablo that the widow ofa Itevolutlonary soldior should be alive
and more remarkable still that such awidow should be In exlstcnco at a moro youthful
age than that of a Itevolutlonary soldier's child.Itls obvious that such a fact cannot be accountedfor as a mere Instance of exceptional longevity.
Urs. Sarah lUciLMiiia of West Milton and the

two surviving widows of Revolutionary soldiers
must have married their husbands when tho lat-

ter were far advanced In years and they them-sclv-

wero very young. This, taken along with
tho fact that thero aro now on our pension rolls
3,287 widows of soldiers of the war of 1812, who
must also as young girls have married very old
husband, tho fact also being remembered that
pensions to widows of soldiers ore continued
throughout their lives, gives somo cluo to tho
reason for tho extraordinary discrepancy be-

tween Sirs. Sarah Kiciiards's widowhood and
SIeuct Foster Clark's condition as a Revolu-
tionary soldier's child.

Judging from this, we should say that in tho
year 2000 wo ohnll still bo paying pensions to
the widows of the soldiers of our civil war.

Tho Appellate Term of tho Supremo
Court mado n decision on Thursday which may
bo of interest to unmnrrlcd men and, incident-
ally, young unmarried women, too. One Caro-
line ItunEMBTKiN agreed, about a year and a I

half ago, to marry PiHLll1 Stromdero, who pre- - I

sented her with a diamond engagement ring,
her ownership of which was conditional on their
subsequent marriage. At that time CAROLINE
was II), whllo PniLir was of age. Three monthB
after tho engagement sho gavo Philip tho
"rnarhlo heart," but failed to accompany it with
tho diamond ring. Then Philip, Instead of
musing "There's only ono girl in tho world,"
and without oven threatening suicide, brought
suit in a District Court to recover his gift. Tho
Judge of that court awarded PniLir the valuo
of tho ring on tho ground that its ownership was
provisional on the couple's marriage and that
the contract had been broken. Justice SIcAdau,
however, in Uio Appellate Term, reverses all this
and orders a new trial. We quote from his de-
cision:

"It might bare been prudent for the defendant to
return the token to the plaintiff when she oonolnded
to discard him, but this Is a matter of ethics, and we
muit deal solelr with the legal phase of the contro-
versy. Thoufth an Infant Is free to disaffirm a con-

tract, jet tho consideration recelred must be restored
upon dUarnrmanoe, provided It has not been parted
with during Infancy. nre, however, the defendant
Is still an Infant, and bas sold the diamond, and tt
does not appear that sha still has the proceeds. Sho
has the ring setting, but as Its ralne apart from the
stone has not been established, the Judgment cannot
be modified as to the setting alone, errn If a recorery
to that extent could be sustained against an Infant.

"We are unable to end any solid legal ground upon
which the recorery can be sustained."

It remains to be seen on the new trial whether
a fellow who falls in love with a young woman
may give her a sparkling solitaire with any like-
lihood of thereafter wearing It as a shirt stud,
in caso bis fiancee should chango her mind.

A resolution providing for the submission
to the people of Texas of a constitutional amend-
ment authorizing counties to vote a tax of four
cents an aero for the destruction of prairie dogs
has been favorably reported by a committee of
tho Houso of Representatives of that State.
Now. it Is known that in the view of
mnny industrious thinkers In the South-
west and elsewhere constitutions are tol-

erated only because they aro the subject
of amendment. The more they ore amended
the better they aro supposed to be by the numer-
ous gentlemen in the constitution repair line.
No doubt it seems necessary that the Texas Con-
stitution shall be amended. No doubt that in-

strument will remain regrettably imperfect so
long as there are no prairie dogs in it. No doubt
four cents an acre would not be an excessive
tax for counties to Impose for the pur-pos- o

of clearing tho prairie of dogs. Tet
Toxas should beware. The prairie dog is tbo
most venerated animal and the tutelar genius of
one of tho most famous of American institu-
tions, tho Division of Ornithology and Mammal-
ogy in the Department of Agriculture at Wash-
ington. To Dr. Clixtox Hart Merriau, the
learned chief of that division, and to all his
fellow ornithologists and mammalogisU the
prairie dog is very precious. Shall Tex-
as counties lay a tax of four cents an
acre for tho purpose of exterminating the
gifted and valuable members of the great
Uvnomys clan I The Division of Ornithology
and Mammalogy is ono of the choicest boons
bestowed upon tho American peoplo under the
general welfare division of the Constitution,
and the prairie dog is ono of the choicest boons
bestowed by nature upon the Division of Orni-
thology and Mammalogy. We repeat the warn-
ing: Let Texas beware.

Students of legislation can afford to throw
away all other text books and devote themselves
to commentaries on the late Legislature of Okla-
homa. Thut body had all the legislative talents,
and it used them nobly. It considered multi-
tudinous bills for the abolition of most things
and for tho reform of all. In point of language
it was as boiling as tho most tropical
rhetorician could desire. It made many ter-
rible and deccptivo motions and feints for
tho purpose of striking terror Into monopo-
lies and corporations. It carried hullabaloo to
tho verge of deliralion. and adjourned without
having done anything In particular. In short,
it w as a model, and its work survives It in a con-
dition of truly oracular ambiguity, such as
promises to give many Jobs to the courts
and future legislators. It was an accom-
modating concern. It would pass a bill
commanding so and so, and then kind-
ly pass a bill prohibiting so and so. All this
in puro desire to satisfy everybody or In
tho immitigable fury of lawmaking. Thus of
two election bills passed on tho samo day, one
directs thai tho name of a candidate shall be
printed upon a tickot as many times as he has
nominations from different parties; the other
solemnly forbids him to have his name upon
tho ticket more than once. One bill says
that a county clerk shall be imprisoned if he
does not make out the tax levy in a certain way;
another bill says a county clerk shall be impris-
oned if ho docs mako out the tax levy in the
manner prescribed by the former bill. The Ok-
lahoma Legislature deserves the wreath. It
was first in a sevcro race.

Ixing before his talents had mado the Im-
pression, even in Minnesota, which they were
destined to make, tho famo of tho Hon. Nick
1'oTTaiESER was predicted in these columns.
Karly and often it was here set down that the
Hon. Nick PoTTOiESKn was tho rising states-
man and sure to be numbered among the most
splendid ornaments of tho Copher reserve.
Since then the Hon. Nick PorToiESKn has
rltcn and perched high. In committee and
on the floor no othor member of tho Minne-
sota Senate is half so inspiring. No other mem-
ber Invents moro numerous or abler projects of
legislation, Tho Hon. Nick Pottqieser Is at
tho top, and if thero is n higher and a malner
top ho Is tho man to climb up to and occupy lu

Nariop.the Ally by Arlon. 2:071, and NanovHinkn. S at. cm W more .peed tnaaur otheryearling at the rorlws farm --Turf, Field and
Is lloston no longer Boston, or Is It dead I

Hero is Sir. FonnKs, a citizen of Slassachusetta,
who has sniffed tho air of Cambridge, who gives
a jioor young horso u namothat for inanity andilliteracy would disgrace a bedlamito pothouse,
and lloston never emits n peep of rebuke or
shame. Stupid made-u- p names of the Narlontypo would mako one think that a great number
of tho American trotting track people were edu-cuti-

in tho barnyard.

Louisiana and the Tariff BUI.
IVoni the .Vrir Orleane Timet Democrat.

A meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was heldyeatenlay afternoon lo consider the section of tboDlnEW.yTurirrLlll.lni.o.lng a duty on matting. Mr
A, T, Paulson, who Is au Importer of China and Japan'
matting, liitniduie.1 absolution directed against thatportion of the Tariff bill pertaining to the duty onfloor mailing.

Mr, S. Odenhelmer mored u a substitute that theChamber of Commerce farors the speedy pauageofthe Tariff till ua reported, and urge lu Reprewnta-lire- .
In CongriM to ,d their auUtance towardsecuring that cud The substitute w a. carried byayes to 8 noes.

Autl.Paa Dllla That Didn't pa,
From the. Indianamitt Journal.

There has boea an autl free pa bUI In each of th.PopulUt Legislature., but each of them hu beenotea aowB.

cBMUTtAirzrr ox noLzitns.
PraflMMr Oeldwla Smllb Br. Lyman A.

btti Attitude Toward Cnrlstlaalty.
To tub Editor or Tiir Suit Sir : In a recent

number of I)r, Lyman Abbott's organ, tho Out-loo-

I find mysolf held up as a sad hut salutary
example of thn lnftdclltv fostered 1) an

theology; though I think It not alto-
gether unlikely that if genulno conviction wero
to bo tbo solo measure, I)r. Lyman Ah'mtt
would find my faith not less oxtcnslvo than his
own.

Dr. Lyman Abbott has put Christianity on
rollers, and is engaged in moUng it from its
ancient site to ono more on n levol with niojoru
ideas, and less oxposod to danger from tho

of science, especially from tho discovery
of evolution. Tho rollers employed in the op-

eration are the old names and phrases of ortho-
doxy used in a now and sense.
Belief In the Inspiration of tho Hible
Is still strongly and oven unctuously pro-
fessed, but when you ask what inspiration
means, you find that Itmeansnothlng moro than
a spiritual excellence which Is sharod by purely
human works, and that It docs not preclude light
or even contemptuous treatment of books of
Scripturo, such as tho Proverbs, Ecclcslastcs, Job,
and tho story of Jonah, to the last of which Jesus
appeals as foreshadowing his own burial and
resurrection, llolief In tho miracles Is professed,
but tho miracles are represented, in deference to
physical science, as manifestations of a higher
law, an explanation which would make them no
miracles at alL Belief In redemption Is pro-
fessed, but it is not, as St. Paul thought, a re-

demption from the consequences of the fall of
Adam, or from any fall, but only from the
normal weakness of the flesh. The Mes-
siah, to bring him Into the modern line of
thought, becomes the "Messiah of humanity,"
though "humanity" Is an Idea foreign to the
Jewish mind, and even to the mind, larger in
this respect, of the Greek. The Bible, with the
samo object. Is to bo read, not " mechanically,"
that Is, according to its plain meaning, but In a
philosophical or allegorical sense, of which the
slmplo souls of the writers never dreamed. Rev-
elation, It seems, was hidden from the revealers.

I would respectfully submit that a system of
factitious rationalization, call It "spiritual the-
ology," or what yon will. Is no more likely than
the fabrications of tho Jesuit to supply a firm
foundation for religion. Its tendency Is not only
to falsify our views of particular facts or doc-
trines, but to subvert our general allegiance to
truth. If mistrust of It Is infidelity, I must al-

low myself to be called an Infidel.
March 25. Goldwiw Surra.

The Beatrlctln T Canal Campetttlaa.
To toe Editor or TheSuw Sir: The posi-

tion taken by the millers of Rochester In respect
to tho Parshall bill now pending at Albany is
not only Indefensible, but also most outrageous.
The Parshall bill simply restores to corporations
wishing to use the canals the right of sufficient
capital for their needs, which had existed since
1848, until it was removed by the sneak act of
1890, restricting the capital of canal transporta-
tion companies to 950,000.

The Consolidated Canal Company Is Incorpor-
ated at $50,000, and wishes to Increase to $400,-00-

With this sum it would build terminals at
Buffalo and New York, new and powerful canal
steamers, and put business methods at work on
tho canal. It would make a specialty of carry-
ing flour, pork, canned meats, canned goods, and,
in fact, every class of manufactured food prod-
ucts. Not a pound of this traffic now move over
the canals, and it is plain that the number ofboats now running could be duplicated, and allused in the traffic of food products.

This traffic would be In competition with therailroads, and the result would be. of course,cheaper rates on tho canals than now charged
on the railroads. This means the cheapening ofevery loaf of bread on the poor man's table as
well as eveiT other neoessarr of Ufo that moves
from the West to the East. The main oppositionto this measure now comes from the millers atIVbester, Syracuse, and Niagara Foils. W. S.
McMillan, acting as their spokesman, saidin tho Rochester Pott-Kxpre-- tt on March 20that "Western mills turn out flour by thethousands of barrels a day. and if this (Parshall)
bill passes ther will be able to land their prod-
ucts even in Rochester at a cheaper rate thanwo can produco It," He added that West-ern mills have their wheat fields at their doors,and can land their flour In this city far cheaper
than we can turn it out of our milla.

This means that, to benefit the Rochester mil-
lers, the Legislature must by law prevent any
lower rates of freight on food products, becauseit might lower the cost of bread.

The Produco Exchange, the Maritime Ex-change, tho Chamber of Commerce, and theBoard of Trade and Transportation have de-
clared In favor of the Parshall MIL

BcPrALO, March 25. G. H. Ratmokd.
CnrtaUan KntfMvoren and the 2aTerai
To rax EDrroa or Tmt BvSir: If th action of the

Christian Endearorer. was only, a. "A Layman "

says, a request to the Ooremor to " act promptly " oa
the Mayor's recommendation toremoreOommlasloasr
Parker, even that was a gratuitous tcipertlneoea.
But he suggests that the "young men" thought ti"concelrable" that the Oorernor might b "wlahlna-fo- r

Just suth light " a. they could glie huntThese "young men" do not seem to "conoatr"that the Ooremor la. in this matter, both lads axtd
Jury, and can only rightfully decide according to lawand erldenoe The "outspoken opinion of honestmen cannot or ought not to " weigh " with him inbo least, if he does not nnd legal ground of action.When a caae t on trial an "outspoken opinion" ta Juryman, eren though It be that of an "bottct"""..J ." comt ,0 b knowledg of the Court. 1."ely to glre that " honert man " an opportunityto -- lt Idly" In a prUon oeU and do ooiulderaM"wishing" that h bad not made hlmaeU ao

I am .till of the opinion that the"young men "hare proved themsalTea "callow, fool-ish, and Impudent." x CuaanABaooxxTX, March 8.

Th Firemen and th Craat Cotabratiaa.
To Tint Enrroa or Tmt Scs Sir: Intnl. morning

Sex " Citizen " want, to know what reason than can
be for Teteran firemen to partlolpat ht th Oraat
parade, and asks: "Was Grant a Oremanr"

Grant may not bare been a tinman, but be and th
cauae of the Union had no mora ardent and earnestsupporters than the Xew York Volunteer Firemen.For the Information of "Cltlsen" I would aay thaione or the Terr nm regiment, which leftthe Elerentb S. Y 8. Volunteers, or First FlreZou.rri!was composed wholly of rotunteer Bremen, asthe Serenty third JC. Y. s. Volunteer, or second Fl"
Zouares At the same time hundred, of volunteerfiremen went out with the other regiment, which didhonor to this city and the naUon

If my recollection aerre me. Grant was also Presi-dent of theM United State, a. well a. a ".oldler"and there may be some honor due htm for that, at anrrate I hare nerer een any record of his hariu ei.rbeen a "marine" or "aaUor." W. L. C. Exkmtt.New Yoag. March to.

Vrt-- a Sote r Baal interest.
Mr. Or.tnx.by Dlsra.il, Lord Beaeoniflald'a

nephew and heir, waa ron'Jy married to Ml. bUts
In London.

Prof. Karl MendeUutohn Dartholdy, elrtut son ot
Felix Mendelssohn, ha Just dld at Bragg la
Switzerland, gd 89 years. FI. was profor of
history at Freiburg In Braltgau.

Parisians are disturbed t a sohem that threat-
ens to ruin th Champ. Elyst.s. The noisy steam
surface line from St. Germain which now atop, at I
the Aro d Trlomphe I. to be extndd to th Bond n
Point, nearly opposite the Fatal, de 1'Inau.trte. f)

South Africa U anxious to bar a real university
of lu own. Th Cape UnlTerstty Is .Imply an ot.
amlntng body like the London Unlrantty, and It Is
proposed to ch.ng It Into teaching nnlTerity,
Th Boer, of th Cap Colony with th examina-
tions to b h.ld In Dutch s well aa In Xagltab.

tl.tght has been made a condition fur the ad.
mission of women to the British postal serrtc, on
the ground that the department cannot adapt the
furniture of tne mat Offices to th stf nf us ser
vant.. Otrls of flfreen must be at least a feet talt, 1
thnx of sixteen D rest 1, and tno of eighteen s I
feet 9. I

A Jovial old lady of Paris, after prortdluz lib. I
erally for some distant relatives, latl by will 1
(400,000 In small sums to a large number of casual
acquaintance, that she picked up In the street.
She wa. au Invalid and bad been left without n.sr
relative or connections, but, being determined in
have Jolly people about her, she gave balls ani
parties to which ahe Invited any person whose face
attracted her In omnibuses or .bops. When sh
died sh remembered all In her wilt.

Frenoh criminals manage to Moap the detect
Ives occasionally. A man who bad been President
of tbe Chamber of Commerce at Rocbeforl ran 1
away nearly twenty year. go. afur committing
fauds ana forgeries Involving over half a million 1
francs, and wa condemned to twenty yars' Im 1
prlsonment by default. Just before th term wsi i
over, when, according to Trench law, th sen 1
tnce could no longer b tnforoed through pre I
scrlptlon, h it., arrv.ied ir anotbar swindle t I
Lyons, where b had been living nndlaturbad .11 Ithe Urn under anotbar name, and bad eitab IUihd a number or mutual benefit tnsnrano com. Ipanits, which did a basin of 107,000,000 fr.uoa, IH ha. Just ban trtod again and suit M Jail f I,long tana.


