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Too Much Rryan,

The announcement comes from Washing-
ton that WiLLIAM J. BRYAN and ARTHUR
BEwWALL are to be the gueats of honor at a
banquet in that city on JeErrFenrson’s birth.
day, under the direction of the National
Assoclation of Democratic Cluba, * All the
Democratio members of Congress,” says the
despateh, “and many Democrats from
nelghboring cities are expectad.”

Is Bryanisam, then, to be allowed to con-
tinue to masquerade In the gulse of Demoe-
racy! Are the party leaders going to pet
and coddle and put forward in and out of
season the dangerous demagogue who drove
thousands upon thousands of Democrats
into voting the Hepublican ticket at the
Inst Presidential election? Do they really
think that those Democrats will ever come
back to the party, If the distinctively Bryan-
fte doctrines are to be permanently sanc-
tioned in its councils?

The leading men In the Democratic or-
ganization may be foolish enough to enter-
tain such hopes, but if so they will be
grievously disappointed.

After such a viotory as the Republicans
had last autumn, a reaction Is only natural;
and the Demoerntle party would have a
great opportunity, even this year and right
here In this State and in the Greater New
York, If ita leaders would stand together
for the true principles of Democracy before
they were poisoned by Bryanism.

Can they not be wise enongh to do this?

If, on the other hand, they Insist upon
keeping BrRYAN'Ss name to the fare, they
will banish forever from the party the vast
body of voters who had no ldea of leaving
it forever when they cast their ballota for
McKiINLEY In November last,

Too much BRYAX, gentlemen, from this
time on, will mean too few Demoeratlo
wvotes at the next election,

The Legislature and the Charter.

The resolute passage at Albany of the
charter for New York is a notable illustra-

‘ tion of the principle that the way to legis-

late in to legislate. First, it was determined
that there should be a Greater New York;
next that there should be a committee to
prepare the charter, to be submitted to the
Legislature and there legalized. The pro-
gramme was sound, and ita simplicity waa

. mot affected by the magnitude of the schems.

Unless it conld be shown beyond question
that the charter, when prepared, was faulty,
the Legislature was in reason pledged to
adopt it; and, such demonstration being
impossible, the Legislature has properly
spurncd the clamor and sentiment roused
against the charter as drafted, and has done
the deed like a public body consclous of (ts
reaponsibilities and prepared to meet them,

Some of the objections to the charter may
be well founded. They ean be remedied.
Much of the opposition was the ever-ac-
cumulating rebellion of critical human
nature agalnst anything that Is pro-
posed for action. The remarks of vari-
ous Republicans in the Legislature show
that the Irrepressible disposition to venge-
ance on the part of the element which kilcks
on principle, must be expected to operate in
force at election time, But In spite of these
political expectations, the great legislative
step toward the decree of consolidation has
been taken boldly, according to the plan,
and as & public act calling for exeention.

First, the Inhabitants of the New York dis-
trict are to be congratulated upon the prac-
tical achievement of this consolidation,
long and wisely desired. Secondly, all the
Inhabitants of the State are to be congratu-
lated upon the conclusive evidence afforded,
that the New York Legislature ls sitnated
in the Capitol at Albany, and not In the
casual meeting rooms of private societies
and gatherings In this town,

What Will Be the Lighthouse Tender
FPolicy of the Administration?

The report that Secretary Loxs has In.
formed the commander of the Dolphin that
that vessel will not be required this sum.
mer for family use as a pleasure yacht,

" means much to the American people and to

the McKinley Administration, if the good
news s true news,

The Inst Democratie Administration pre.
vious to Mr, CLEVELAND'S first term, em-
phasized the impropriety of the embenzle-
ment of Government vessels for the privale
accornmodation of the President and mem-
bers of his Cabinet. Mr. BUCHANAN'S n-
dignant refusal to go down the Potomac on
& pleasure trip at the expense of the public
treasury, will be remembered to his
eredit as long ss any incident of his
executive career. Most of the Republican
Presidents since BUcHANAN'S time have

. baen sensitive to the requirements of de-

‘eency In respect to this practice. Mr.
CLEVELAND was the first President, belong-
Ing to either party, to show himself utterly
eallous, The effect of his example upon
the Becretarles and Assistant Secretaries
who wero in & position to help themselves
to Government tonnage and Government
conl was pronounced and disastrous, The
abuse grew so familiar to the public that it
camo to be consldersd almost as & matter of
course ; and by the operation of well-known
laws governing the deterioration of the
moral sense, some citizens who themselves
would nof steal & crooked pin viewed with-
oul repugnance the constant misappropria-
tlon of the Government's property by officern
Intrusted with {ts control, and even regarded
any reference to the scandal by the news.
papers as ungracious and lmpolite, if not
actunlly sediti ous.

This may seem a small matter, but it
counts irpmensely In & psychological way.
The theory of our Government and tho prea-
ervation of the democratic simplicity of
our Institutions alike require constant vig-
ilance ogaipst such trespasses. Mr, M-
KINLexy's immediate predecessor probably
uttered more phrases concerning the proper
relations aud attitude of the public ser-
vant to the people smploying him than
six other men who have been in the White

r

than all the other Presldents together to
weaken tho traditional barriers against au-
toeratie and purely personal rule, Je aaw
no reason why a ship of the navy, or of the
rovenue maring, or of the lighthouse fleet,
or Linlf a dozen of the latter if need be,
shonld not be withdrawn from the publie
service and converted to his private use
whenever it sulted his convenlence or pleas.
ure to travel or to go agunning or a-flah-
ing, Gradually the people became accus:
tomed to the Cleveland Idea of the
functions of the floral amd arboreal fleet ;
and when lie actually sailed out of office on
one of these Innocent little eraft, extending
his habitual vielation of them over into tho
term of his successor, the spectacle, which
ten years earlier wounld have filled the coun-
try with amagement and disgust, excited no
special wonder and no indignant outery.

It Is In the power of President MoK
LEY's Administration to counteract the evil
effects of Mr. CLEVELAND'S example, and to
restors in this country a correct under-
standing of the distinetlon botween official
management and personnl embezzlement
of Government property. We sincerely
hape that It is the intention of the Presi-
dent and his Constitutional advisers to
start right and continue right.

Gen. Calixto Garcia.

Gen. CALIXTO GAROTA, whose recent ex-
ploita In eastern Cuba have added to the
fame which hs won In the ten years' war, is
well known to the friends of Cuba In this
city, where he has resided at varlouaperiods
in his adventurous life, He is a strong,
brilllant, earnest, and herole character,
a man of parts, a soldier of unusual ex-
perience, a scholar in polities, and a na-
tiva Cuban, and, we should think, he is
about 00 yeara of age. As a dashing
trooper he may be ranked with the late
Gen. AxTtonNto MACkO; as a strategist, he
{8 hardly leaa skilful than Gen, Maximo
Gougz; as a revolutionary leader, ho is
worthy of any responslbility ; as & man of
action, he haa a splendid record from other
times; as a devoted patriot, he has not a
superior In Cuba. Both Intellect and wir-
tue belong to him. It givea us pleasure to
speak of the merita of GARciA, who, In the
event of the establishment of the Cuban re-
publie, will very surely stand well to the
fore. No one who met him In this city last
year, or the year before last, falled to dia-
ecern the mettle of his spirit.

Gen, Ganrcia's report of his recent opera-
tlons in the province of Santiago reminds
us of his operations In the same province
twenty-five years ago, though the army
which he now rommands [s far greater
than the force which he led at the earlier
time, and though his present campalgn has
been marked with many more successes of
importance than was the formerone. Inthe
ten years' war he had at fimt but a few hun-
dred followers, and yet with them he wen
nearly every combat until the loas of life in
his ranks rendered further combat Impoas|-
ble. He raised anotherand larger party, took
the fleld again, fought for five years, and
had but twenty men in a camp near Zassal
when, suffering from a wound, he was
taken prisoner, deported to Spain, and held
in conflnement for several years. The
stories told of his achievements during that
war for Cuba are as stirring as nny on
record, and help us to understand the char-
acter of the man who is now performing

‘deeds that surpass those of hin early years.

As soon after the opening of the present
war as it was in his power to leave Europe,
he came to New York on his way to Cuba;
and here he got up the Hawkins expedition,
which met with misfortune. He reached
Cuba, however, early In last year, and was
at once ordered upon duty In the east. His
first service was to organize an army 6,000
strong ; and [t Is with this army that he
has driven Spaln out of all parts of the
provinee of Santiago, with the exception
of two or three fortifled seaporta defended
by the Spanish navy. His report of his
more recent operations, which we printed
on Thursduy, Is o military document of ex-
traordinary interest. His capture of the
Important city of Holguin, his birthplace,
which he had captured twenty-five years
ago by a clever manmuvre, wes & most
daring feat of arms; and It |s to besald that
he now has the power which he had not In
the former war to hold captured places.
Almost every paragraph of GARCIA'S report
is a bulletin of victory, though there is not
a boastful word in any part of it.

It Is most pleasing to notice the praise
bestowed upon GAnrcia by the veteran
General-In-Chief of the revolution. There
I8 no jealousy In the mind of Gen, Gompz,
He senda compliments to GARciA in Santi-
ago as he formerly sent them to the brave
Macgo in Pinar del Rio, and as he has sent
them to every commander who deserved
them, He Is as proud of any success which
another may win as if it were won by him-
self. He who helps the cause of Cuban
frecdom s sure of commendation from Cu-
ha's military leader. Generous, Indeed, s
the spirit which he has always manifested
toward his compatriots,

We look for yet greater service from Gen,
Carixro Gancia, He is esteemed and ad-
mired by the friends of liberty in this coun-
try, not less than by the armed forces that
fight under his leademhip in Cuba.

By Balloon to the Pole,

The coming season promises to furnish a
test of the long-cherished project of an alr-
ship voyage toward the North Pole,

ANDREE'S attempt last summer, it will be
remembered, was bafed at the decisive
moment by unfavorable winds, which con-
tinued until he thought it too late in the
season to venture, But in June he s to
proceed agaln, under King OscAn's patron.
age, as before, from Stockholm to Spitz.
bergen, his old starting place, with his hal-
loon, hils boat, his aledges, and hin precau-
tionary supply of food for four months, Hia
caleulation s that a favoring wind will
blow him to the neighborhood of the pole
within twe days; but, assuming it to con-
tinue, he must perforce eross the polar area,
and it Is for the exit, which may be a long
process, that he prepares his large stock of
provislons and his various appliances,

If the Swedish asronaut should not sue-
ceed, Frenchmen may try. Last winter
Goparp and Svrvouw, both well-known
balloonists, planned a like trip, They pur-
posed to construct a balloon to carry seven
persons that would keep afloat two months,
ni from extra stores of gas the balloon
could bo replenished, But since next year
has been named as the time for start-
ing, this project is not of immedlate inter-
eat, and with good luck the ploneer Axprig
may make it unnecessary,

The project of reaching the North Pole is
an old ene. Commander Caeysg of the
Hritish Navy made a very elaborate plan
for such an expedition, which was to have
been undertaken fifteen or sixtecn years
ago, and mestings were held in London to
favor it, His scheme was to push far north
with a sLip and then resort to three large

expected to reach tha pola through the air
in thirty or forty houra, Bul the project ns
thus planned was costly, slnee to the ex-
pense of the ship was added that of bal.

loons welghing in all about three tons, as |

they were to carry sevan persons, sledgens,
dogn, and provislons and water for mors
than seven weeks, Finally the plan was
reduced to one for shipa and sledges, with
ballooning as a last rellance; and then it
was dropped altogether,

Some yeara later, nbout 1800, two French-
men, BruaxgoN, the aeronaut, and Hen-
MITE, the astronomer, renewed the project,
but with improvements, making it similar
to the present one of Axprir, They wern
to use a wingle balloon, and to start from
Spitzbergen, while four large bags of hydro.
gen gns were to be earried, somewhat as In
Gonanp's project, to replenish waste. They
were to take eight dogs, asledge, a amall
eanoe, and a month's provisions, while a
heavy rope and anchor dragging along the
lee or water would keep the balloon at a
regular distanee from the earth,

I these previous projocts, as in ANDRER'S,
it waa clearly recognized that the very sup-
position of a strong, favoring wind implied
the blowing of the balloon past the pole,
and the necessity of an exit on the opposite
slde of the Arctle cirele. But is this resnlt
to bo relled upont? The French Soclety of
Acerinl Navigation, after fully diseunsing
the subject, disapproved the project of
Besaxcox and HeErMITE, who were among
its members. The Prenident argued that
all the Information on the aubject showed a
probabllity that, instead of winds blowing
ateadily ncroas the pole, there was a region
of circular currents, and a balloon once
among these would be likely to be carried
about in them without power of escape, He
also dwelt upon the difMenlty of navigation
through mists and snows, and with frosts
upon the ropes,

However, thls adverse opinion, as we see,
haa not daunted the Swedish asronaut. He
has had some experience, having crossed
the Gulf of Bothnla from Sweden to Fin-
land. His reply to the theory of eireular
currenta {8 the plan of abandoning the
balloon, if necessary, and escaping by sledge
and boat., A glance at the map, which
shows that the northern part of Spitzbergen
reaches nearly to the eighty-first parallel of
latitude, shows that there would be a clear
possibility of reaching the pole within two
dayn if favored by a strong wind.

And just here it Is Interesting to note
that only a few weeks ago a balloon accom-
plished a journey of 970 mlles from Paria
to Agen in a little more than thirty hours,
ita rate varying from fifteen to fifty miles
an hour., Two still longer flights were
made during the siege of Paris, one of the
balloons, much to the distress of the oceu-
pants, who could not prevent it, travelling
to Norwany. At least good wishes can go
for the Swedish explorer, who will under-
take a task for which so many doubtleas
expect no great success,

The Canadian Policy.

The usual speech from the Governor-Gen-
eral with which the Canadian Parliament
wns opened on Thursday, contained a few
points of intereat to this country,

The tariff revision foreshmdowed In It
cannot be dealt with until Its detalls are

diselosed, but the declaration that *the i distribution of its material between these
advantages to accrue both to our Western | two sides. It is pronounced dangerous to

producers and the business interests of the
Dominlon, from the completion of the
works for the enlargement of the St
Lawrence canals, should no longer be de.
ferred,” Inof significance. The Government,
weare told, has taken steps ** for perfecting
the canal ayatem by the close of 180K,
This implles that in the season of 1809
in to begin the race between Montreal and
New York for the grain trade of the West, of
which Mr. LAURIER spoke at the former
place In the beginning of this year, We do
not think, however, that this eity has much
to fear from this threatened spirit of Cana-
dian enterprise, Ourcommercial men have
not lost the energy and business aptitudes
that have made New York what It is, the
commereinl metropolin of the eastern wen-
board of the continent, When Canada de-
clares her Independence, or enters a conti-
nental union, the waterwarys she [a about
to deepen will, no doubt, find trafe enongh
to pay their cost of maintenance, Refer-
ring to the Behring Sea clalms convention,
the Governor-General stated the stage at
which the procecdings for the adjudi-
cation of them had arrived, and ex-
pressed a hope that a final and satisfactory
settlement might be speedily reached, It
is significant that no reference was made to
the question of the boundary between Brit-
Ish Columbis and Alaska, and none to
reciprocity.

The other points touched upon In the
speech related to domestie affairs purely.
They Included, among other things, an inf-
portant reform in the electoral law, involy-
ing the abrogation of the present franchise
act, which creates special electoral districts,
with separate registrat'on for the Domin-
lon Parllament, so that provinclal fran-
chlses may serve for the election of members
tothe Ottawa House of Commons. As to the
finanelal candition of Canada, It s acknowl-
edged that the recelpts from the ordinary
sources of revenue continue to be Inade-
quate to meet the fixed charges on the
country.,

It will be interesting to ses how, In view
of the actual condition of things in Cannda,
with its extravagant system of govern-
ment and complete subordination of Cana-
dian Interests to those of a transatlantic
State, Mr. LAURIER, however clever he may
be, ean bring about the condition of finan.
clal affairs for which he hopes,

England and the Troaty.

Judged by that sensltive and usually safe
gauge, the hostility of British publie opin-
lon to Ameriean Interests In International
affalrs, the Senate amendments must be
vastly improving the arbitration treaty,

*The unanimous vote of the Senate han
wrecked the arbiteation trenty,” erles the
St. Jamena's (iazette; ** the Senators profess
friendship for the principle of arbitra-
tlow, while they smother the treaty with
amendments which muke it ridiculous,"
Of like import §s the wall of the Pall Mall
Gazelte: " A promising plan has been
wrecked, merely to please sensational jingo-
Ism and self-importance.” The Westmin-
#ter (azette joins in the chorus with the
opinion that “it is a very disappointing
and disconeerting result of all the endeavors
of Lord Sauissury aud Seoretary OLNEY,”

It Is only necessary to reeall the utter-
ances of these aell-same English papers
upon the Senute's action in the case of the
Venezuels dispute to see what thelr forth-
puttings are worth now, At that time
they thought Congress was erazy for arbi-
tration, being even willlng to fight for it
but pow they upbraid the Senste with
cautlon in adopting it,

The simple faot is that Congresa over-
whelmingly tavored arbitration instead of

House. At the same time ho has done more l balloons for plecing out the voyage. He the law of the stronger, when the speoclifio

cnse of the Venesuelan boundary was pre-
wonted ; but the Senate is properly wary in
committing the country to arbitrate dia.
putes about which nothing I8 known, and
which have not yot even arlsen,
| England, on the other hand, had to be
| driven to nccopting arbitration instead of

the sword In her perfectly well-defined
| quarrel with weak, little Venezuols, but she
now repronches the Senate with belng over-
onutlons Leonnse [t desiren to guard a troaty
which, In [ta original form, would have tied
onr hands in future quarrels with her,

The comments of the London press Indl-
oate that the Senate is looking out pretty
carefully for American interests,

Worka of Imagination in the Old

Testament,

It is astriking papar on the lines of pro-
gressive religions thought which Prof. C.
A. Brioos has contributed to the current
number of the North American Review.
The topic he bas chosen for discus.
slon Is the extent to which Imaginative
literature flgures In the sacred writings of
the Hobrews. Among the works which
mny be classed as distinetly artistic compo-
sitions are enumerated the Psalter, which
I8 obvlously a collection of lyrie poetry ; the
book of Proverbs, which Isa compendium
of sententious aphorisms and didactie
verse; the book of Lamentations, which is
n collection of dirges; the three elaborate
masterpieces, the book of Job, the Song of
Songs, nnd Ecclesinstes, and, laatly, thres
books, which, apparently, Dr. BRiaGs re-
gards as essays In prose flotion, namely,
Jonnh, Esther, and Ruth,

No one, of conrse, would deny that the
Pualter and the book of Proverbs, as well
as many poems scattered through the his-
torleal hooks, bear witness to the Insight
and grace of the Hebrew singers. It in also
generally acknowledged that the three
great pleces of composite poetry rise to
great helghts of poetic art, Job, for in-
stance, is a gnomie, didactie drama, pre-
senting a combination of poetic skill that
would be unique in the world's literature,
had it not been closely approached in mod-
ern times by Gorrne's' Faust,” which,
indeed, was modelled uvpon it. The
poetic features of the Song of Songs
were lmperfectly recognized until recent
times. Its divisions In the authorized ver-
sion and In the revised verslon are bad ; the
arrangements of chaptera are wrong; the
headings of the chapters are misleading. A
culminating sin was committed against the
book in the authorized English version by~
rendering many of ita verses Into Indelicato
language. Dr. Brices declares that as a
matter of fact there is not an Immodest or
impure word or thought in the work from
beginning to end. Modern scholarship
findy in ita drama of true love ; five acta of
a charming operctta, each act having its re-
frain. If love be holy and Christian, no
plece of poetry has a better claim tobe Inthe
canon of Holy Scripturs than the Song of
Songa.  In the book of Ecclesiastea is de-
picted the battle enrried on within the soul
between skepticism and faith, agnosticism
and the fear of Gop, Two sides of the soul's
experience are portrayed, the dark side of
doubt and the bright side of plety; the
difficulty often encountered In Interpreting

the book Is ascribed by Dr. BriGos to the

use the two-edged sword of ita skepticism
and the keen arrows of ita doubt, unless
one keepa constantly in view that thess
weapons of agnosticism are turned by the
shield of KonweLern's herole faith and the
arrmoor of his reverence for Gop,

While admitting the existence of poctry
in the Bible, many Christians are relunctant
to acknowledge that examples of proso
fiction also have been admitted to the
sacred canon. [t is, nevertheless, certain
that the Haggadistic literature of the He-
brews, used chiefly for the Instruction of
the people in the synagogues and in the
schools, is largely composed of such writ-
ings. Hahbls used parables, stories, and
legends of every variety of form and sub-
stance inordertoteach doctrines and morals,
and even to enforee the legal precepts of
the Jewish religion. Jears in His tench-
ings employed the same methods, What
in known as the apochryphal books of the
Old Testament comprise many such stories
which have been favorite themes of art.
We need only mention Juvpitn and Howno-
FERNES, ZERUBBABEL and the King of Per.
sin, the Maccabee mother and her seven
sous, BrEL and the Dragon, Tomir, and
SusaNNaA, all of which writings are regard-
ed as canonieal by the Catholle Church.,
Among the books admitted to the canon by
Protestant churches, three, as we have
said, are regarded by Dr. BrigGs as unques-
tionably pross works of the Imngination,
all written in the times that followed the
return . from the captivity in Baby-
lon, These are Jonnh, Esther, and
Ruth. 1alf a dozen reasons are given
for considering the book of Jonah essen-
tlally “*an inspired work of the imagina-
tion." For instance, it was not the aim of
the writer to write history; the story is
told only so far as it seta forth the pro-
phetle lessons of the book; the transition
from the sea to Nineveh suggests rapid
flights of the imagination and not the
steady flow of historical narration. Again,
the prophet Joxan is mentioned in the his-
torical book of Kings, and a prediction of
minor Importance is attributed to him, f¢
in deemed remarkable by Dr. Bricas that
the book of Jonsh should pass over thin
minlstry in the land of Israel, and that, on
the other hand, the book of Kings should
omit to notice such an Important prophet-
f¢ ministry aa Ia recounted in the book of
Jonah. As for the miracles reported In
Jonnl, these seem to Dr. Bricas rather
marvels than true miracles, There is noth.
Ing resembling them In the miracle work-
Ings In the Old or New Testament ; they
are more like the wonders of the ** Arabian
Nights.” It is true that there are great
shurks in the Mediteranean Sca, which are
alleged to heve swallowed men and horses
and afterward to have east them up. But,
though thin were admitted, the chief diffi-
culty would remain ; how could we explain
the suspension of the digentive processes of
the tish for s0 long o time and the self-con-
sclousnes of Joxan while inthe bowels of
the fish, as indicated by his ability to prayt
Even If these difliculties could be overcome,
Dir. Brigas points out that the most serious
objection would still confront us; it is not
#0 much the supernatural power exhibited
in the miracle that troubles one, as the
character of the mirncle; there is in it an
element of the extravagant and the gro-
tesque; the simplicity, sublimity, and grace
which characterize the miracles of Biblical
history are absent. It s hard to believe
that a being of holiness and majesty could
work such a grotesque and extravagant
miracle as that described in the story of the
great fish, Sop, too, the story of the wonder-

ful growth and withering of the tree is, in
Dr. BriGos's opinion, more llke the magio
exemplified Lo Oriental tales than any of

the Biblical miracles. Kven more marvellous
and ineredible seems the alleged repentance
of Nineveh, from the King on his throne to
the humblest townsman, We are reminded
that Nineveh at that time waas the capltal
of a proud and conquering nation, of the
greatest empire of the world., Some apolo-
glsta, Indeed, have striven to minimize the
repentance by deseribing It as merely an
official ane, ordared by the monarch; but,
according to the story, Gobp recognized the
sincerity of the repentance, and recalled his
decree of destruction on that account,
Should we not see, asks Dr. Baas, in the
repentance of Nineveh an ideal of the
imagination! It may be sald that Jesus
by His use of the book of Jonah gave
His sanction to the historieal value of
the narrative. For Dr. Bricas the ohjec-
tipn has but little welght; seeing that
Jesus continually used for purposes of in-
struction atorles of His own composition,
and would, not unnaturally, recur at times
to storiea drawn from the Old Teatament.
If it be urged that Jesvs makes a realistic
use of It, as if He believed the story to be
true, Dr. Brigas would reply that He does
not make a more realistic use of Jonah than
He'doen of the story of Dives and LAZARUS,
For such reasons the story of Joxan Is de.
clared to be an easay in pross fiction, a work
of the Imagination.

An regards the book of Ruth, we are re-
minded that In our English Bible It Is
placed among the historical books; that
was the arrangement in the Hellenistle
eanon; but in the Rabbinieal canon, which
was based on an earlier scheme, Ruth is
put among the later and miscellaneous
writings, chiefly poetical. The language
of the book, being tinged with Aramale,
makes it probable that It was not written
until after the Babylonian exile. While
Dr. Brioes does not deny that Rtrm
and Boaz were historical characters,
he looks upon the book of Ruth
as an work of the imagination; in point
of fact, ns a charming idyll. The historical
persons, RuTe and Boaz, and the events of
thelr courtahip and marriage were em-
bellished by the imaginative author of the
narrative in order to set forth the lesson
that the grace of Gon pushes beyond the
race of APRARAM, and redeema even the
Moabites, for whom no provision was
made in the law code of Deutoronomy or In
the discipline of Neheminh. The further
fact is noted that the narrative proper has
appended to it a genealogical table, which
did not belong to the original document.

The hook of Esther Is placed in the Hel-
leniatic canon after the apochryphal pieces
of fiction called Tobit and Judith, and in
the Itabbinical eanon It In classed with the
miscellaneous writings; at all times ita
title to figure among the canonical books
has been deemed most doubtful, It has
been held by many scholars that this book,
the language of which is one of the latest
specimens of Biblical Hebrew, is a plece of
historical fiction designed to set forth the
importance of the Purim festival as a na-
tional feant, and to teach the lesson of pa-
triotism. Dr. BR1GGS is not even {nclined to
admit that the book is an historieal
romance, He belioves that the feast of Pu-
rim bad another origin than that reported
in the story of Esther. It Is further pointed
out that there In no theology in the book ;
the name of Gob is not used at all, but the
name of the Persian monarch occurs 187
times In 166 verses. The Greek additions
to Esther use the Divine name as freely as it
is used in other writings; but in the He-
brew text of Eather, wherein there was no
rellglon, there wan no occasion for the em-
ployment of the name of the Deity, and one
does not miss it unless his attention
is called to the fact., It is likewiss
to be remarked that the moruls
of EsTiEr are not of the highest order.
Estnen is praised for her beauty and tacr,
but she does not appear as a God-fearing
damsel like RrtH. She Is far from sen-
sitlve from virgin delicacy and womanly
virtue. She is perfectly ready to sacrifice
her honor in the Interest of patriotism.
Oneof the Greek additions, indeed, to the
Hebrew text tries to mask this fault by the
insertion of a specinl prayer. In a word,
EstHER, like JoNAE and RouTH, is ranked
by Dr. Bnicos not among historical writ-
Ings, but among the masterpieces of tho
Imagination of the anclent Hebrews,

The Mexican Herald points out with
earmestnoss the evidence of the sucoessful finan-
cla) management of the last Administration:

Y Creverawp Jeft & strong Treasory balance for his
successors In 1869 and 1807, but when ha succeedsd
Minmmon ho found a badly depleted fund. CrLeve-
LAND going oust In 1880, loft §1065,074,000. Hammmsox
golog out to 1800, left 824,126,000, CLEVELAND go-
ing out tn 1807, left §112,897,000.*

Thus thore comes from a remote and unex-
pocted quarter full corroboration of the exist-
enceo of Lthe “surplus " which Mr, CLEVELAND o
proudly exhibited In his last annual mesasngo
to Congress, And yot Mr. CLEVELAND might
bhave *left™ a surplus of §350,000,000, If, in-
stend of borrowing $262,000,000, he had bor:
rowsd a round §500,000,000 before leaving, He
would have left still more if ho had borrowed a
billion and a balf,

If any one supposes that the Republican
Legislature is bossed by an all-powerful loader of
intelligonce such as the Hon. T. C. PLATT s
often described to be, let him look at the Loxow
fool anti-trust bills,

Good Por nre wnrtnt‘ out their " pants *
riding to and fro home over the muoh hated rallroads.
—dnthony Republioan.

The Kansas Populists ride on railroads merel y
to punish them. Thelr hearts aro full of wrath
sgnlnst these engines of Inlquity, but after all, a
freo pass (s soothing to the feelings of a states-
man returning to the bosom of lis constituency
after a winter of exhausting intelloctual jur
at Topeks. He would like to make the
rallronds carry everybody, not a monopolist,
for nothing. Meanwhile It I8 comforting to
think that the corporation I8 not muaking any-
thing out of him, but wearing out ita wheels
In carrying his, and revolving swiftly toward
perdition. When the rallroads get o poor thint
they fecl compelled to go out of business, then
the Populist Blate s to step In and run thew,
Then Popullst statesmen will spond their daya
and nights in buffet cars, and reduced capltal-
Ists will be glad to Nag trains for them,

Two news [tema were printed in Tne Sux
yeatorday which, while interesting In themselyes,
are more interesting when taken together. One
announced that after the death of Mre, Sanan
Iucnanos of Weat Milton, Harntogn county, at
the ago of BO yoars, there woere left upon the
penslon rolls of the Unlted States only two
wlilows of soldiers of the Amorican Rovolution,
The other was & brief account of the funeral of
Mency Foater CLARK al Orange, N. J., at the
agoof 93 years. Hhe, it was suld, was one of the
very fow murviving children of Hevolutionary
soldiers. The final period at whioh services to
tho country for which a pension could be drawn
on acoount of porsonal activity in the Revolu-
tiom ended about one hundred and fifteen yoars
ago. It is remarksble that any child of a
Hevolutionary soldier should be il livs
Ing, more remarkablo that the widow uf
& Hevolutionary wsoldier should be alive,
and more remarkable still  that such &
widow ahould be in existence at a more youphtul
&ge than that of a Revolutionary soldier's olild,
::luobﬂnuthulueh a fact cannot be accounted

& & mere instance of excsptional longevisy,
Mre, Baman Ricuanos of West Milton muz.

two surviving widows of Revolutionary soldiers
munt have married their huabands when the Int-
tor were far advanoed in yoars and thay them-
polven were very young. This, taken along with
the fact that thore are now on our pension rolls
8,287 widows of soldiers of the war of 1812, who
must also an young girls have married very old
hustinnds, the fact also belng remembered that
penkiona to widowa of soldlers are continned
thronghout thele lvens, glves some clus to the
renson for the extraordinary discrepancy be-
tweon Mrs. Saran Ricnanoe's widowhood and
Meney Foetien CLang's condition as a Revolu-
tionary soldler's obild,

Judglng trom thin, we should say that In the
year 2000 wp uhall atill be paying pensions to
the widows of the soldiers of our clvil war,

The Appellate Term of the Supreme
Court made a declslon on Thursday which may
be of Intereat to unmarried men and, Incldent-
nlly, young unmarried women, too. One CAno-
LINE RUnexeTEIN agreed, about n year and a
half ngo, 1o marry PmLi STROMBERG, who pros
sented her with s diamond engngement ring,
her ownerahip of which was conditlonal on thelr
subsequent marriage. At that time CAnoLINe
wis 19, while Pnivre was of age. Three montha
afler the engagement she gave Prir the
“marhle heart," butfailed to accompany it with
the diamond ring. Then Puitar, instead of
muning * There's only one girl in the world,”
and without even threatening sulclde, brought
mult in a District Court to recover his gift. The
Judge of that court awarded Privie the value
of the ring on the ground that {ts ownership was
provislonal on the couple’s marringe and that
the contract had bean broken. Junstios MocADaw,
however, In the Appellate Torm, reverses all this
and orders a new trial, We quota from his de-
clafon:

“It might have hean prudent for the defendant to
roturn the token to the plaintiff when she oconcluded
1o discard him, but this 1y & matter of ethios, and we
must deal solely with the legal phass of the sontro-
veruy. Though an Infant is free to dlsafMrm a con-
tract, yet the conslderation recelved must be restored
upon disamMrmance, provided It bas not been parted
with during infancy. Here, however, the defendant
fustill an Infant, and haa sold the diamond, and It
does not appear that aho still has the proceeds. FBba
has the ring setting, but as fts valos apart from the
stons has not been entahl . the Judg t
be modified as to the setting alone, even If a recovery
to that extent could be sustalned agalnst an infant.

* Wo are unablo to ind any solld lagal ground upon
which the recovery can be sustained.*

It remains to be seen on the new trial whether
a fellow who falls in love with a young woman
may give her a sparkling solitaire with any like-
lihood of thereafter wearing It as a ahirt stud,
in cose bis flancée should change her mind,

A resolution providing for the submission
to the peaple of Texan of a constitutional amend-
ment authorizing counties to vote a tax of four
cents an acre for the destruction of prairie dogs
has been favorably reported by a commiftes of
the House of Hepresentatives of that Biate,
Now, it I|s known that in the view of
mnny industrious thinkers In the Bonth-
west and elsewhere conatitutions are tol-
ernted only becauss they arn the nmubject
of amendment. The more they are nmended
the better they are supposed to be by the numer-
oun gentlemen in the constitution repair line.
Nodoubt it secmu necessary that the Texas Con-
stitution shall be amended. No doubt that in-
strument will remain regrettably imperfect so
long as thore are no prairie doge in {t. No doubt
four cents an acre would not be an excessive
tax for counties to Impose for the pur-
pose of clearing the prairie of doge. Yot
Texna should beware, The prairie dog is the
most venerated animal and the tutelar genfun of
one of the wmost famous of American (nstitu-
tions, the MMvislon of Oralthology and Mammal-
ogy in the Department of Agrienlture at Waah-
ington. To Dr. CLnToN HaART MERRIAM, Lhe
loarned chief of that division, and to all his
fellow ornithologists and mammalogista the
prairie dog is very preclous. Hhall Tex-
as counties lay a tax of four cents an
acre for the purpose of exterminating the
gifted and valuable members of the great
CUynomys clanl The Division of Ornithology
and Mammalogy is one of the cholcest boons
bestowed upon the American people under the
goneral welfure division of the Constitution,
and the prairie dog isone of the choloest boons
bestowed by nature upon the Division of Ornl-
thology and Mammalogy. We repeat the warn-
ing: Lot Texas beware.

Students of legislation can afford to throw
away all other text books and devote themaelves
to commentaries on the late Legislature of Okla-
Lomna. That body had all the legislative talents,
and it used them nobly. It consldersd mult-
tudinons bills for the abolition of most things
and for the reform of all. In polnt of lanzuage
it was as btolling as the meost tropieal
rhotorician  could desire. It made many ter-
rible and deceptive motions and feints for
the purpose of striking terror Into monopo-
lies and corporations. It carried hullabaloo to
the verge of dellration, and adjourned without
baving done anything in particular., In short,
it was a model, and {ta work survives it In a con-
ditlon of truly oracular ambiguity, soch as
promiscs to give many jobs to the courts
nod future legislators, It was an accom-
modating concern. It would pass a bill
commanding so  and s0, and then kind-
Iy poss o bill prohibiting so and so. All this
in pure desire to satisfy everybody or In
the lmmitiguble fury of lawmaking, Thus of
two election bills passed on the same day, one
dirccts that the name of & candidate shall be
printed upon u tickel as many times as he has
fominations from different parties; the other
rolewnly forbids him to have his name upon
the ticket more than once. One bill says
that a county clerk shall be Imprisoned if he
does not make out the tax levy in a certaln WAaY;
another billl says a county clerk shall be {mpris-
oned if ho does make out the tax levy in the
manner prescribod by the former bill. The Ok-
Inhoma Legislature deserves the wreath. 1t
was lirst in n severe race,

Lang before his talents had made the {m-
pression, even in Minnesota, which they were
destined to make, the fame of tho Hon, Nick
Porraieser was predictad in these columns,
Early and often It was here set down that the
Hon, Nicx Por1oigagn was the rising states
man and sure to be numbered nuiong the most
#plendid ornaments of the Goplier reserve,
Since then the Hon. Nick Porroiesgr has
risen mnd perched high, In committee and
on the floor no other membor of the Minne
=0la Senate [s balf o inspiring. No other mem-
ber Invents more numerous or abler projecta of
loglslation, The Hon. Nick PorTaiesEm |s [}
the top, and if there s a higher and & mainer
top he ia the man to climb up to and occupy it

o

Ao e At b Arin, 2074, aad Ny
yearllug at the Forbes farin —Turs, Fald aﬁ Farm,

In Boston ue longer HBoston, or is it dead )
Hore s Mr, Founes, a ¢ltizen of Massachuselte,
who han suiffed the air of Cambridge, who gives
o poor young horao o nnme that for inanity and
iiteracy would disgrace a bodlamite pothouse,
nud Hoston never emiis o peep of rebuke or
shame, Stupld made-up names of the Narfon
typo would make one think that a Ereat number
of the American trolUing track people were sdu-
vitod in the barnyand,

Louislans mud the Tarir miil.
Fromi the New tivleans Times Demiocral,

A moeting of the Chamber of Commerce was hald
yroteniay afternvon o conalder (he sectlon of the
Dlogley Turf LI, imposing & duty on msivng, Mr.
A. T, Pattlson, whi ts an tmporter of Ohins snd Japan
mattug, lutrsluced s resolution direcied Agalust that
portion of the Tarlff bill portalolog 1o the duty on
floor matting,

Mr. K. Odenhelmer moved as & sulwiituse that the
Chamber of Commernse favomn the spendy passage of
the TarilM bill ws reported, and urges Its Beop nim-

ON ROLLERS,

Profemer Saldwin Smith on Pr. Lyman Ak
Bott's Attitude Townrd Christlanity.

To raw Eorror oF T SuN—S8ir: In a recent
number of Dr, Lyman Abbott's organ, the Our.
look, I find myself held up as s sad but anlitary
example of the Infldelity fontered hy an un-
splritunal theology; thongh T think It not alto:
gother unlikely that If genuine conviction wern
to bo the solo measure, Dr. Lyman Ablwitt
would find my falth not leas extennlve than his
own,

Dr. Lyman Abbott has put Christianity on
rollers, and is engagod In moving It from its
nncient nite to one more on a level with modorn
Idoas, and loss oxposed to danger from tho dis
coveries of sclence, espacially from the discovery
of evolution, The rollera employed In the op-
erntion are the old namens and phrasos of ortho-
doxy used in n new and non-natural sense.
Bellef in the Inspiration of the Bible
is stlll sirongly and even unctuously pro-
fesnod, but whon you ask what Inspirstion
maana, you find that it means nothing more than
aspiritual excollencs which ls shared by purely
human works, and that it does not preclude light
or even conlemptuous treatmont of books of
Beripture, such aa the Proverbs, Ecclealastes, Job,
and the story of Jonah, to the lnst of which Jeaus
appeals as foreshadowing hin own burial and
resurrection. Belief in the miracles is professed,
but the miracles are represeniod, in defersnce to
physical sclence, na manifestationn of a higher
Iaw, an explanation which would make them no
miracles at all. Bellef In redemption is pro-
feased, but It is not, as Bt. Paul thought, s re-
demption from the consequences of the fall of
Adam, or from any fall, but only from the
normal weakneas of the fleah. The Mes-
siah, to bring him Into the modern line of
thought, becomes the * Messish of humanity,”
though *“‘humanity " is an idea forelgn to the
Jewlsh mind, and even to the mind, larger In
thin respoot, of the (reek. The Bible, with the
samn object, s to be read, not * mochanically,”
that is, socording to {ts plain meaning, but In &
philosophical or allegorical sense, of which the
simple souls of the writers never dreamed. Rov-
clation, It seems, was hidden from the revealers,

I would respectfully submit that a system of
factitious rationallzation, eall it * spiritual the-
ology,” or what yon will, Is no more likely than
the fabriestions of the Jesuit to supply afirm
foundation for religlon. Its tendency is not only
to falsify our views of particular facts or doc-
trines, but to subvert our general allegiance to
truth. If mistrust of it Is Infldelity, I must al-
low myuelf to be called an infidel.

Manon 25, Gorpwn Bxrra.

The Rastriction of Canal Competition.

To tae Eprror or Tum Sux—S8ir: The posi.
tion taken by the millers of Rochester in respect
to the Parshall bill now pending at Albany is
not only indefenaible, but also most outrageons
The Paraball bill simply restores to corporations
wishing to use the canals the right of sufcieny
ecaplital for their neods, which had existed aince
1548, until it was removed by the sneak act of
1804, restricting the caplital of canal transporta-
tion companies to §50,000,

The Consolidated Canal Company is incorpor
ated at §£50,000, and wishes to Increass to §400,-
000. With this sum it would bulld terminals as
Buffalo and New York, new and powerful canal
steamers, and put business msthods at work on
the canal. Tt would make a specialty of earry-
ing flour, pork, canned meats, eanned goods, and,
in fact, every class of man ured food prod-
ucts. Not a pound of thistraffic now moves over
the canals, and it In in that the number of
boats now runn be duplicated, and all
used in Lhe traftie of food products.

This traffic would be in mm“reuuun with the
rallroads, and the result would be, of con
cheaper rates on the than now ch
on the raliroads. This means the cheapening of
every Joaf of bread on the poor man's table na

well as every uthernm:}:: life that moves
from the West to the East. main o ition
thia measure now comes from the

thousands of barrels a day, and If

bill passes they will be able to land their -
ucts even In ester at a cheaper rate
wWe cAn it." He added that West-

roduce

:ﬂ:ll millai En‘ra lthlgnizlrﬂwho?t ll:d:!‘adl't htbﬂrr doors,

nirl can lan r flour in

than we can turn it out of our nilh.r Shvnps
bis means that, to benefit the Roc

mil-
lers, the

lature must by law prevent
an

lower rates of freight on food
it might lower lhet:gu of !n-g“l
rhmv ‘n%urﬁc&‘ﬁm d th
v the C
Board of Trade and mumm ;:n d.:
clared in favor of the bilL
BrrFravLo, March 25, G. H. RaTMoxD,
S Chr End asad the Govermor. ™

To TAE Eormon oF TRE Sce—Sir: If the action of the
Christian Endeavorers was only, as “A Layman™
says, a requesi to the Governor 10 “ act prompily ™ oa
the Mayor's recommendation 40 remove Commissionss
Parker. even that was s gratultous impertinescs.

Hut he & that these * "
-'mmlwwtmmmmn?hw

¥
for just such light ** as they could give him!
These * young Bot

men " do seem to * -
that the Governor W, In this matter, both fudge and
jm‘?. and can anly rightfully decide 10 law
atd oy | ﬁ',, g

of hopest
men ' cannot or ought not to “weigh™ with him Ia
the least. If be doea not fAnd legal ground of sction.
When a case 1s on tndn-‘mm&u opinlon " te
. jurr&niu. even gm& It be of an * honest

man,” ocomes to the koowledge of the Court, is
very llkely to give that * honest man ™ an opp Ly
to “ait Jdly " in = oull and do considerabls
“wishing ** that he Bot made himself so stper-
serviceable. 1 am stil]l of the Lthat thoss
k7 and Trpudentr o T e aoTaee
pudent.” A .
BrooxLys, March 26,

——————
The Firemen and the Grant Oslobration.

To Tux Eprron oF Tux Srx—Sir: Inthis morning's
Brw * Clilaen ™ wants 1o know what resson there can
be for veleran firemen to participate In the Grast
parade, and asks: * Was Grant a Greman P

Grant may not have been & Qreman, but be and the
cause of the Unfon hiad no more ardent and sarnsst
supporters than the New York Volunteer Firemen,

or the Information of ~Citteen' 1 would say that
one of the very first menta which left this city,
the Eleventh N, ¥ 8 Volunteers. or First Firo Zouaves,
was compiaed wholly of volunieer fremen, as was
the Seventy-thind N. ¥. 8. Voluntesrs, or second Fire
Zouaves. At the same time hundreds of volubteer
Aremen went out with the other reglments
IH;I'IUI' to ""1."“:’. und the nation.
my recollection serves me, Grant .
dent gl' these United Staton ma well :l-u mW°
and there may be some bhoaor due him for that, ay Boy
rale | bave never seen any record of
Leen & Y marine’ or * sallor,”
New Youx, March 90,

g

Foreign Notoo of Meal Lntorvet.

Mr. Coptngaby Disrsell, Lord Beacousfleld’'s
nephaw and belr, was recently married to Miss Slive
In London,

Frof, Katl Mendelssohn Bartboldy, eldest son of
Folix Mendelssohn, has just died at Brogg Im
Bwitkerland, aged 09 yours, Ha wai professor of
bistory as Prelburg In Drsisgau,

Parisians are disturbed st s schema that threat-
ens 1o ruln the Champs Elysies. The nolsy stesm
surface line from Si. Germaln which now stops a8
the Aro de Triomphs Is 10 be extonded to the Rond
Foint, nearly opposite the Palals de I'Inaustrie,

South Africs Is anxions to bave a real untversity
of Ita owi, The Cape Universlty is simply an ev.
amining body like the London Universivy, and it s
proposed to chanke (¢ Inlo & teaching university.
The Boors of the Cape Colony wish the exadline
tlone to be held In Duteh as well as In Baugliah,

Helght bas been made & condition fur the ad.
misglon of wowen to the British postal servire, on
the ground that the department cannet adapt (he
fura:ture of the Post OMces to the slre »f (14 ser
vants. Oirls of Afteon muss be at least 8 foer tall,
thosw of sixicen O foel 1, and nose of eighteen 3
fosl 8,

A Jovial old lady of Parls, afver providiug 1
erally for some distant relatives, latt by will
$400,000 |8 small sums 80 & large number of casial
Acqualntances (hatahe pleked up In the sirests,
Sbe was au Invalld and bad been lefl withous nesr
relatives or conoections, bus, belng determined 'n
have Jolly peopls about her, she gave balle and
partles Lo which abe lnvited any person whoss face
Atiracted her lo omnlbuses or shops. When she
died she remembered all In hor will,

Freaoh erl ! e 0 escape Che deteot
Ives nccanlonally. A man who had bean Presidens
of the Ohambler of Cowmmerce av Rochefort rat
AWAF nearly Iwemily years wgo, aller comumniitiug
fauds ana forgeries luvoiving over balf a mililon
france, and was condemued 0 tweaty years' im

Hyes In Congress (o lend thelr asslstance twward
securing that cod, The subwiitute wan carried hy 4y
wyes (v 8 noes,

Anti-Pam Bills That Dide'l Pass,
From the Indlanapolia Jouwrnal,
Thore bas buen an sull-free Pass bl in each of the

Fopulist Leglalatures, but sach of
oted them has been

pri Lhy default, Just before the term was
Over, when, sccording to French law, the sen
tenice pould no longer be enforoed throumh pre
soription, he wes arrested ter another swindle st
Lyoss, whers be had been living undisdurted il
the ilme under another meme, and hed estab
lished & nDumber of 1 bensfl oom-
panies, which did & bustunses of 187,000,000 frases

Ho bas Jus been Wiod agals and oens o Jall Gew &
lokg borm.




