. FEW BOOKS,
Bome Memarkable Eesays.

Tt In but seldom that we receive s collection of

papare so valuahle In respect of substantive
thonght and llterary form ss Are thoss con-
talned Ina volume called Modern Poe! Prophets,
by W, Nomwmax Ournmin (Clnclnnatl, the R
Olarke Company), Thesa papers may be cone
plderad collectivaly as & protest sgalnst the
dictum af *“Art for art's sake,” a dictum
whioh, In the bande of materialista, has had
somp molancholy resulia. Everything depends,
howavar, an the anthor of these eadnyn shows,
on an artist's fundamental philosophy; this he
Bas undertaken Lo demonstrate In & paper on
the conditiona of permanence In artor the rela
Sone of art to ontology, Mr. Guthrie Is ona
of those who balloves that, while the poets oan
hardly bs described as “God's only truth
tellers,'" wet they do bring sclentifo truths
and apaculations, the moral and social ideals of
thelr perlod, to the test of benuty., They serve
to make us feel the diMerence between Lhe re-
spectable and the heroic; betwean the half
truth, brilliant but death-denling, and the whole
truth, vital and quickening; between the plons
urable and the beautiful; betweon sucoess and
marit. The author anys truly that the failures
of poota technically admirable are as Instructive
as their anceesnon. We learn from the former
that no amount of art can make what is ranen-
tially unbeautiful parmanently pleasing. Their
puccesses, on the other hand, as being well
pprings of Joy, do more than teach. As Sir
Philip Bidney sald long ago, they not only show
the way, hut glve #o falr a prospect Into the way
as will entlce any man to enter intolt. Tt is
trus, aa Mr. Guthrie says, that what we need i
wot 8o much to know ns to love the truth. Meli-
eora video probogue, deteriora aequor, In a sum.
wlently common confesslon. Itis in will rather
than In discrimination that we fall, The true
and great pocts make us love the truth, and,
loving 1, embody it, They show us, Indeed,
that the truth Is large and many-sided,
Leopardl makes one feel that pessimism Is true;
Bhelley makes us sureratill of optimism; while
o Browning ensbles us to sen the relation be-
tweon both moods na parts of & more comuvre
heosive, more human view of life, Of thes nine
essayn in this volume, we shiall pass over those
on ldeal womanhood; on the “ Promethous Un-
bound "’ of Shelley, which our author deems an
Imperishable poem: on realistic art on the stage;
and on Wanlt Whitman, We shall conflog our
pelvea to the papers which denl with Leopard|
and * Evolutional Pessimism;” with the divorce
of morals from theology, exemplitled in the
“0Oborman " of Senancour and In Matthow
Arnold; with England’s agnostic poets, to wit.:
Clough, Swinburne, Hossetif, and Matthew
Arnold; and, finally, with the conditions of
permanence in works of art,

In the essay on Leopardi the author quotes
with approval Lolze's assertlion thal all man's
endeavors have, us a lnst resort, but one Mmesn.
ing, naniely, that they, In connection with those
of countleas others, should combine to trace an
Imago of the world from which we may learn
Wwhat woe have to reveronce as the true slgnifl-
eanco of existonce, what we bhave to do and what
to hope. This is pronounced an Inextinguish.
able spiritual demand, and the inference drawn
Is that, whenever any scientific revolution has
driven out old modes of thought, the now views
that take thoir place must Justify themselves
by the permanent or Increasing satisfaction
which they are capable of affording the spiritual
demand, which eannot be put off or ignored.
Mr. Guthrie points out that it is with a mors or
less conscious sense of Lhis need of self justifica-
tion that attempts aro made every now and
then to furnish subatitutes for ola falths, which

ence conceivea itsolf to have made [mpossi-

e. It is his opinlon that, In this feld
of the apologetics of science, the commonest
and most luxuriant growths are eguivocations
more or less subtle. For the great multitudes
life must be wmiserable, if the race Is to go for-
ward, The comfort of the majority can be pur-
chnsed only at the cost of general dogeneracy.
Men, therefore, are rohbed of any ignorant hope
of better times In the pear future. There must
of notesalty ateal over the man, who does not
fake for granted that he is an exception, a sensa
of the questionable worth of life for himself,
Even it be ahould ronceive himeelf fortunate,
he would, in proportion to the nobility of his
mature, never be able to reconcile himself to
the fallure of so many others. Our author sub,
mita that the evolutional philosophiy has, as
yot, done little or nothing to Jjustify itself
by supplying mind and beart with true poace.
From its own account of the mental facul-
ties of man, the distinction between truth and
falsehood Importa Into the former a power to
koep alive. The philosophy, then, which shall
give {ta adherents the best chance of survival in
the struggle for existence will be, ultimntely
the only true one, since It must eventually pre-
wall. Does the evoiutionsl philosophy Hberate a
current of vitallty! Does it or does It not * it
the average mon to live 1" It in becauns he con
slders the question fair that the author gives us
an aceount of Leopard(’s poetry, which, undoubt-
odly. nssumoes Luat life s not worth living,

What seems to the wriler of these essays most
moteworiby in Leopardl’s career ls not that he
was diseased in body wnd unfortunate In more
than ons respect, aud that no scope wis glven to
his marveilous powers, but that, while muny
men experience all this more or lees, 0 acute a
mind as Loeopard!'s, who anticlpated the attitude
imposed on man by the evolutional philosophy
[{ i no latury compensation. With most
maon, o strong i the instinetive love of life that
they Ond themeselves unable tonceept practically
the possimism which Joglcally followa from thelr

hilogophy. It scarcely seems fair, therefore, to

erive ‘Loopardi’'s pesslimism from his misfor
tunes. Many men undorcircumstances quite as
adverse, thanks to another theory of life tradi-
Slonally or rationally held, have been optimists,
What makes tho case of Leopardi particu-
larly Interesting I  that it was &p-
parently uncomplicated with moral laxity,
like that of Heine; that, the love of life be-
ing all but wholly neutralized by ever-present
pain and disappointmwent, ie was able to accept
entire the practical pesalminm of his philosophy,
Content with no evasions, however apecious, he
demandod elther that he should be comfortless
orthat his comfort nhould be connlstent with
Als philosophy. llere we are reminded that
Leopardl derived his mochanieal theory of the
universe sololy from the new astronomy, and
only anticipated the concluslons of blulogy,
without nny knowledige of the argumenta that
have sinee led up to them. It (s not surprising,
therefore, to fiud that his poetry does not al-
ways put the case an alrongly am one might con-
oolve It to be put to-day. Sometimes the post s
driven Irresistibly to doubl his radiesl con-
clusions, when, had he lived later, he would
have felt no scruple. For instance, on one oe-
oasion he exclajms: O, huwan nsture, If
thou be altogetber frail and vile, dust and
shadow, how Is it thou art capabls of
such lofty sentiments ! If thou be nable in part,
how then is it that thy worthler lmpulses and
thoughts can ba by such slight and baso causes
kindled and quenched by turos? Mr, Guthrie
proceeds to trannlate n number of extracls from
Loopardi’s poetry which bear upop his philoso-
phy. Thelir purport s thua sumimarized: Lifes,
for the seokers of pleasure at lenst, Is predomi-
nantly palaful. One of the greal sources of joy,
the capacity (o imagine and belisve truth to be
such aa wo wish, in gono, To seo purpose in Na-
ture is to porsonify what is, so far as woe can
toll, impersonal. Asresulting' from everyihing
inheavon anl on earth, whirling without rest, al-
Wiy# Lo return thither whence it came, I can con.
celve of no use or fruit.” The beauty of Nature
I8 no permunent consoler, becauss our sensitive-
ness to it diminishes with time, We become, Leo
pardl notes, as wo grow older, less and less
sousitive to Nature's beauty; this very ap-
procistion belongs, as Wordsworth percelved,
to youth, Driven inward, we find that the In-
dulging of resson to the utmost ends io’the
steriliization aud paraiysls of the beart. “Love,
the great source of joy, Is'made by death uncer
taln; and deuth, do what we will, Is odious for
one's self, and plteous In others, We cannot de-
rivo any plessure or comfort from s considera:
ton ol death, when we remember that it Is love's
fnevitable end, It is not strange that, from all

Shis, there emerged & specios of nibillam, Driven

taward and upward by the sense of Lho lnpum.

!

might deliver him from misery. Heindulged a

elency of the world and the insignifioancs o | tral
ml::.mmumhnmumdmwn. On the other hand, thé meral

great thirst for the absolute. He strove to think |

on and on, till he might pass beyond the
rench of wing weary sell-consclousness; “thusin
the midat of this Immensity, my thought s
drowned, and shipwreck in such sea to mo s
sweel." With regard to the world, present or
prospective, ho parmitted himsell no llusions.
He sald 1o his slster: “We scorn virtus whils
nllve, adore her when dead.” He complained
“ihat even the reward of mere glory Is denjed
to worthy pursulta,’” Unllke Mr. Swinburne,
he dreamed of no divine demoecracy: * Powear
and rule, however much concantrated, or how-
aver much wsubdivided, whoever In Invesiad
with them. under whatever name, will commit
abuses to the end of time,"

In the essay om Oberman and Matthew Ar
nold the indebtedness of the Iatter to the farmer
Is proved clearly by a series of quotations. Can
morala ba divorced from revealed religlon?
Obermann held that they could, and so did
Matthew Arnold. The spectacle of & world full
of injustios, where crime does not bring punish-
mont as surely as does s violation of mechanioal
Iaw, made Oberman feel that spirit and matier
are not In harmony; that eplirit, with lts needs,
s n solitary outenst In a unlverse which knows
nothing of right and wrong. Binde Naturs does
not reward virtue na such, nor punish vice as
such, thers must ba error in our coneceptions of
right and wrong, or elss their reward and pun-
Ishment are to ho sought ln man inatead of inthe
outer world. Hence Oberman firat tries to glve
himaell an nccount of what is not teaditionally
tut naturally right and wrong, Percelving,
however, that even then, nfter all correctiona
have boen made, there (s no certalnty of justice
in external life, he is led to aMem that virtue
is not a more or lesa painful meana to the
attalnment of a hypothetical jJoy-giving end;
thnt this, in truth, has been an old perniclous
mistake, to which is dus very much of our de-
spondency, and, therefore, not & little of our
depravity. On the contrary, virtue s not a
meana, hut an end, the object of & natural pre
potont pussion in men (or righteousness, and
being an end per ge, has a right to be considered
n good, without reference to any reward it may
bring hesides. Indeed, all goods resulting sec-
ondarily from virtue us A means ara secondary
and ndventitious, and would not be eagerly ox-
poected, if men were normal, and welghod proba-
bilities without prajudice, Oberman's conclu-
sion Is, that to teach men not to count upon
such accidental rewards of righteousness would
grently enhance thele felivity, For, if these
secondary goods were not much scught, their
partinl  presence or thelr absence would
no longer produce a sense of  disappoint-
ment and unfair troatment, which, reacting on
the moral sense, often tends to weaken the
Impulse to virtue in the unfortunate, because
virtue comoes to be regarded as lacking all nat-
ural sanction, and, therefore, as not endowed
with the obligatoriness of law, Religion, to be
sure, has done its best to make men look for uo
rewnrdn as due to right-doing in this lite; but It
has promised them in another. Rellgion’s mis-

tiuke has been to appeal to the mueination for |
| durance. If you trnin yourself to expect no
| more than you are likely to got, you will be con-

prospective reward, instead of making virtue
appear, in (taelf, a good highly desirabie, a
noule reward of lifelong eftort. It wuas Qber-
man's opinion that attention should have been
drawn to the fact of virtue’s fulfllling an eter-
nal and supreme human want. Instead of this,
an after-life of adequate reward and punish-
ment bas been held up to the eye of
fanoy and of faith, If this was once »
belp to morals, it Is certainly becom-
ing less and less potent as a wmotive for
conduct, since mankind at large trusts the hu-
man Imagination lews and less, and aciual cog-
nition more and more, Besldes, as Oberman
puinta out, this method of immortal reward and
punishment {s fatal to the dignity of wirtue, de-
grading It to the rank of & meuns; furthormore,
it vitiates the very essence of virtue ltselt, For
If, ns Jesus taught, good or evil lie in the mo-
tive of an act, then virtue for the sake of boati-
tude is not virtuous; It Is selflsly, grasplug; itis
egotism postponedto an imaginary hereafter; It
s, to une Matthew Arnold's expression, not dis-
Interested righteousness but other-worldliness,
Oberman gooes on to argue that in the downfall of
falso theology there isdunger that there will ben
rupture of barriers In morals and a destructive
flood of wice. Thin is only to be avolded by a
timely divorce of ethics and superstition,
wlhlchshall leave the Intter to its fate and prove
morality to be quite Independent of external
stimilus, since it has an Internal motive foree
of Its own, and at no time requires the me-
chanical, supervilious nid of rellglon, The
preacher’s duty, he says, Is not to preach u
heaven and a hell in some doubtful hereufter,
but to stir to consclous life the dawn of eraving
for righteousness, to horald an actual this-life
heaven of virtue; the supreme attainment of a
supreme end, which, belng within reach, inde-
pendent of the unmoral world of mechanism, is
positive, certaln, practies!, cognizable and
worth all peril and atrain. In the stimulntion
of this passion, with Its satisfuction depundent
only onthe will of the individual, les, hesays, the
secret of self-mastery, contentment and peace,

In » word, Oberman foresaw the downfall of
popular thaumaturgical Christlanity, and be
lieved that mora.dty would gain greatly if it
wilved the supvort of n foredoomed fanaticism
Inorder Lo base lis majesty on unimpenchable
eviduncve, * Do you want principles,’” he aska,
“that stick to the heart? Suwmmon, then, once
more to your ald thoss principles that are in the
beart of every well organized man,” Where re-
liglon touchos morality Is, according to Ober-
wan, chiefly In ita doctrine of un aftorex.
Istence of just rewaras and punishments, Ho
holds that, on one hand, this after-oxistence, in
the literal sense, is problematle, and, therefore,
only n restraint of a precarlous sort, while, on
the otlier hand, It sctually vitlates wirtue.
“lIs it not," he Inquires, **a notable fact that
the terrors of an after life have been
s check to very few of those who were
likely to be held back by nothlng else! For the
remainder of mankind there are more natural,
more direct, and thersfore more potent re-
strainte, Since man was endowed once for all
with a sense for order, since |t forms a part of Lis
nature, the need of (L should have been made o
connclous one In every Individual, Thus there
would have beon left fowar villalns than dogman
Ieave, nnd we should have been spared all those
which they oreate.”” We soe, then, that Instesd
of secking il In immortality Oberman finds the
true source of morality In man, ln & feculty
akin to his sense of the proportionate in the
realm of form, of the harmonlous in the
domein of sound, in an othinal instinct quite as
real as man’s mathetlo instinct, and reguiring
no artificial stimulation from belief in heaven
and hell, **16," he adds, '*the rules of marulity
preached to the people were true, consistent,
and never strained; If the reason for sach duty
were shown, nnd & due proportion observed; If
the rulea had reference only to thairactual ends,
we should bave nothing left to do but to hold In
check s handful of men whose ill-organized
brains have no sense for righteousness.”

We have here reproduced enough of Mr,
Guthrle's essay to make good his conclusion
that Matthew Arnold was lod by a sindy of
Senancour’s " Oberan' to attempt the divorece
of morals from rellglon. In ope other extract
from “Oberman” s set forth bis vision of the
true priest of ethics, a vision destined to find
fulfilment in the carcor of Arnold: *If there
were righteous men lovers of order by nature,
whoso first porsonal want was o bring men
back to more ununimity, more conformity, and
more Joy: If, leaving to one slde mn doubttul
whustever bas never been proved, they lmpres ed
on men's minds the principles of righteousness
and universal love which no one could confule;
if they ventured to speak of the unerring pathe
to bliss; If, carrled away by the truth they fele
and saw and which the listener, too, could not
but foresee, they were (o consecrate their |lyes
to proclaiming It in different ways and (o creat-
ing conviction by repetition," why, then, we
should bave just such & teacher as Maiihew
Arnold sotuslly was.

(11N

The paper on England's sgnostic posts beging
with an estimuato of Arthur Hugh Clough, With
him, loyalty to truth was & maxim, a necessity,

He recognized the sentimont stiachiog to LT

)

crosds, but held that It cannot and musb
power fostered by those cresds must, he sald, by
all means be pressrved, If the garden ls about
ta wither ina winter of discontent, lot us spasd-
i1y gather In the fowers and distll from them an
essence of ploty, self-oblation, and patience. We
have beon freed from the shaokles of history.
Duty, then, must e underatood In a batlar way,
in harmony with a rellglous fesling which has
outlived convietion. Duty, In other words, and
plety are maids no longer; nor wives aitbar, for
that matter. Decalogue nnd Conventlon, succes- ’
alye husbands of Duty,are both dead, Intellectunl [
conviction hne breathed his Inst and religlous
feeling or pisty (n alons. Two widows in woeds
of mourning, sworn nol 1o remarry, but tolive
on memories of old home bappiness, duty and
platy come, an It were, Lo espouse one another;
uL loast sueh soemin Lo he Clough's hope, Tosee
the worth of dount that destroys dogmalio
knowladge: to give reope Lo faith and yet not to
allow it to call [inelf knowledge; nol only to ses
the weight of doubt, but to feel it, and, there-
fore, to foster doubt while also fostering falth,
required, indeed, n courageoun soul. The con-
solousness that the abjuration of speonlative
thought, the derermination to work in thedark,
could not bring peace of soul save nt the costof
total self-denial, was perhaps, our author sug- |
wontn, the very thing which compelied Clough
wore and mora toun Impartinl great-hoarted
inclunlvencas: to sea things less and leas from
the viswpoint of self, to Inaist less and less upon |
his own salvation. Notwithstanding, however,
all this magnanimons and diMeult devotion te
a God who will not reveal himself, Clough found |
|
|

peace only In death,

It Clougrh, compailing doubt to what seemn Ita
legitimate function, and, at the same time, pre-
venting any usurpation of Improper authority
by falth, conld only live In flerce unreat, Mr.
HBwinburne Is not more fortunate, He addressed
himself with ** vigor and rigor™ to the solution
of the problem *“how to guard our unbelief,”
He attempts to solve It as follows: We must,
in the first place, eachow all legends associated
hitherto with outgrown superstitions, We mar,
It wo chouse, puraue the path of excesses to the
abode of & medimval Venus witch, We may In-
dulge in dotings like Chastelard's on some ob-
Jectofdesire, If satioty ordisenchantment should
agaln endanger us, we may take Imuginative |
refuge In times the religion of which was other
than ours, and wheroln lurk no hints of our dla- |
eciarded saperstitions In thelr wonted, and,
thercfore, dangerous form. We may seek an
asylum, for example, In the garden of
Proserpine, with Atalanta in Calydon, with
Erechtheus of legendary Athens, It may
be, however, that, in the end, we ahall
bebiold the Greek Fate benring unpleasant, if
remiote, resemblance to Providence, Notwith-
staniding all the fury of Mr. Swinburne's genlus,
and all his scholarship, in aplte of his excursion
with Baudelalre Into unhullowed regions, and
bis poralstent use of colored glasses that make
familinr ohjecis safely new and strange, ho is
notl nble to escape from his flerce unrest without
formulating a definite creed. This he does at
considerahle length in more than one pamsaage,
and Mr. Guthrie would epltomize It thus: Life
offers a reasonable amonnt of gratifieation In
relurn for a definite amount of exertion and en-

tent. Extravagant ambitions, unreasonable
hoart-claims, unantisfianle spiritual aspirations,
musi ba dellberately extirputed. One van sys-
tomatically Induce the atraphy, little by little,
of all thoso faculties, or, rather, supponed facul-
Lies, for whnich the present life affordn no scope.
Then the normal exercise of the rest will
constitute the summum Dbonum, Make
your mental and sentimental wislon coln-
elde exnctly with ocular perception. Get rid of
ghosts. Stop worrying about shadows, and
tike a good hold of the bone with your teeth.
In other terms, extingulsh yoarnings, delicate
drenmys, sensitive affectionsa, eccstatic wanta
which [nhere neither in the stomach, nor the
liver, nor the lungs. Be an intelligent, aensible,
rensonably genial, self-indulgent animal, and, If
you are that snd nothing else, you will find life
worth living, He who cuts his coat to his cloth
mi¥ go scantily clad, but does not get Into his
tailor's debt. Scant clothing, too, |8 pot so
dreadful when one |s well rid of the crass supor-
stitionof fine clothes. No doubt the case la
here put somewhat coarsely, but our author sulb- |
mits that It i= put truthfully, and he bide us
contrast Swinburne's philosophy with Words-
worth's declaration that * whose mind s but
the mind of his own eyes, ho ls & slave, the |
moanest we can meet.”

We come to llante Gabriel Toasett!, reallst
and symholist, who, in our author's view, at-
templs ta lucrease the power of falth by artineclal
stimulntion, sufficient to wake it gquasl-inde-
pendent of opinions and convictlions. How hns
he suceesded | In his sonnot serles we Hnd &
tale of life and love, of faith and doubt. The
poct begins with the reminder, not expressed
but mulrconscious, that we are not otherwise
now than in the fleah, To snticipats the time
whan we shall bo bodyless In sbsurd. The re-
lations of body serve ns a continuons orchestral
arcompaniment to Lthe broken melody of soul,
Certain forms, tones, color-comblinations, pos-
tures, are indissolubly tangled with our lovesand
hates. The body of his heloved cannol be dis-
tinguished by the loverfrom her soul, That her
soul lives he knows, becanuse her body testifles it
to hingenses. Inabscnee it ls memory and Imag-
Ination that, nt his bldding, furnish her soul
with n body. Notalways, however, do imagina-
ton and memory play tholr part so well, Lot the
loyers sit down in the pame room, each busy
at adiffercnt tnsk, and he feels all the while
ber presoace. Separate them many miles, and
only it happy lutervale s phe feit Lo be near.
Let death Intervens, und then only at rare mo-
monts Is his soul able to cry: **Your heart is
never away, but ever with mine forever.” Mr,
Guthrle conslders it fortunate that Hossettd did
nat torture hils heart to explain the * why "' of
love, Mis very skepticism dellvered him from
such love-killing scrutiny. The loud sea of mys-
tery on which death and birth open; the ultd-
mate things unutlered belind the intolerable
whuken shadow which serves them as a frafl
screen; the impenetrable distancas beyond the
utmost bound of thought; all these are God to
bim, Love be describes an the lust relay and ul-
timate outpost of eternity.

Wo bave seen that Hossett! turned to love
and put s tromendpus strain upon this passion,
A number of relovant passages quoted by our
author from Muatthew Arnold prove that the
Intter found the boat of love Loo weak, even nt
the outset,to bear bim on tho seas of his dis-
tress, Each individunal clings tenaciously to his
paat, but a different past so clung to Is s barrier
to mutual understanding,. Even nelf-knowledge
is wanting, the primary condition of the knowl-
edge of others. Baffed, then, in the direction
of soulantisfyiog, personul Jove, Matthow Ap
nold directed our eyes toward culture, toward
“knowing tho best that has boon taught In
every age,” o8 o basis for a general In-
tellectual sympathy, With BSBophocles, we
must learn to “soe life atendlly and ses
it whole," We must try to gain Goeothe's wide
and luminous view, accepting his message,
" Art atill bas truth; take refuge thers.” o,
thanks to wide reading and to seelng all noble
“plghts from pole to pule,” we are to enter luto
a gracious world of self<olusion, A sympathy
with extinet rellgious falth may do duty for per-
sonnl conviction, In default of this sympathy
wo may turn to poetry as s coriticlsm of life,
* under the conditions fixed by the laws of po-
etie truth and poetic beauty,” for consolation
and stay, or, if ope is bimsolf & post at heurt, he
MAY g0 1o nuature, ns the poot does, and, when
the head Is troubled and the beart aches, may
seck those mystic exaliations derived from »
treatment of naturo as a symbol of the soul
8o much for Arnold the poel. Arnold the
critio has told us that oconduct s three
fourths of lfe, “ What, then," asks our
author, “ls the other fourth!" Granted
that righteousness brings a great inherent bliss
wilh ft; stdll, It Is ot the entire bilss of which
man is capable, The other fourth of life should
be put under contributiop, Suppose, says Mr.
Outhrie, Lhat the other fourth were culturel
Then we should bave conduct and culture for a
complete rule of life, Buppose we should unite
to the satlsfaction of goodness the satlsfaction
of an unsordid play of mind and beart on what
is beautiful I Suppose the mathellc compensa
tion for the poverty of lle, which, by liself, is

insuMetont, were Joined to this sthiesl ¢
satlon, would not the prablem of Hife thus find
an adequate solution, one both sentimontal snd
rational, one both of (natinpt and of will, of
moral represslon compenaated by ssthetls sx-
panaion ! WL It not sntisfy the whale belng of
man and recommond itaslf more sirongly than
oan any other agnostio solution |
v,

In an emsay on tho permanence of ark Mr
Guthrie submits that it (s quite {mposaibls for
any one, who deslres io sos a noble work of art
porpetuated from age to ags, to postpono s set:
tiement In bls mind of the vital issue, realism
or ideallsm? Absolute realism Is at onoe dis-
wissed as an absurd theory which no great

| mrtist has ever carrled into his workshop, The
: theory Is compelied to make concesslon after

concesslon (o (ta opponents. The mere pmn‘t!m‘l
exigencies of a plicture, a atatus, a sonata, or a
poem forbid an unfiinching obedlence to the
maxina logically deducible from the extreme
position of the realints, Absoluterealism sould
requlrs that no alteration bo made in the data
of nature; that no right of selection, resolution,
and recombinalion of parts be clalmed by the
artist; that fiith of guiters and blues of heaven
should ba accounted squally Interesting and de-
lectable; that no sxtraneous attractions should
ba imported Into the objects selected Al random
forcopy; that the artist, without any imperti-
nent notlons of beauty and ugliness, should
transcribe unaltered, nnahaded, unemphansized
what hoe sees, injecting Into his work nothing of
hisown Intellectunl and moral self, no sugges-
tion of & persanal message to men, not the faint-
est lmpressof hin pr and p o, In
fact, absohute realism iaa theory which demands
of the artiat that he bea machine, and his work a
transparent window through which a man may
look upon theohjsctiveworld that surrounds him.
Indeed, tho artist would have to be a machine
undisturbed by any natural conditions whatso-
ever, nlways and In all places equally able
and willing to observe and reproduce. The
photographic camara is far (oo human to be the
ideal practitioner. It bas an unwarranted prej-
udice for light, Vague profundities of twilight
awe and midnight horror the nensitivo nlate re-
funea to report. The eye can give more than the
camera, but, unluckily, behind the eye Is lodgod
a living, senaltive soul, a medium whoss refract-
ing power Ia nover absolutely caloulable, Even
the eye sclentifically trained haa (ta theory to
prove, puta its own construction upon things,
scea only what atiracis it, and has a history
which determines its method of observation and
the nature of what atiracta or falls to attract.
Indeed, the very constitution of the eye lsa
mute reproof torealism, All things are seen ac-
conling to the oye's structure, and not, primnri-
Iy, according to the structure of things. Then,
agnin, there In a horizon. Once more, things
appear to us grouped according to our own
position. Boltis with the roul, and, sooner or

Inter, every artist will huve to reckon with the |

soul in its totality, Here the author interjocts
an averment that the artist who consults the
soul’s demand for beauty canunot afford to
neglect its doemand for good All reallam in
an exsggoerated attenpt to sntinfy the soul'ade-
mand for truth. We are cautloned, however, 1o
remember that man |s A unit, no matter how
much we may dissect bim In our text books of
piyehology, theology, rhelorie, or anatomy.
Thero is one soul with many fecultles. If it be
satisfiod as to truth, but morally offended, the
hurt will counteract the delight, Lat the artist
theorize as be will, he can never declare himaelt
Independent of the ultiuate moral Ideal, much
less of contemporary feslings as to what

Is  repulsive, foul. and villalnous. The
most  obstiuate reallat would find that
only thoss of his works which happened

to give some favorable aspect of nature, some
shocking or lovely combination, allowing of &

. definite, rationul, or rmotlonal rconstruction,
+ would attract and hold the attentlon of his pub-

He. The public nlways wan, and will bo, ideal-
Istic. It bas cnough to do with dust and squa-
lor. It loves tinsel, anything that will rescue it
from the wearinese of the commonplace. Fli-
delity to crude fact is the laat thing it appre-
oiates. It may admire nnd pralse the skill of
the literal coprist, but it will soon turn away,
bored or angered, from his works. In words,
one may assert that all things In nature are
equally beautiful. When it comes to practice,
one soon finde that all things will not equally
endure mriistic roproduction. Realism, then, Is
not so much & theory as a reactionist cry, Fun-
damentally, It is a plea for truth. As truth,
bowever, s not all that the soul sants, realinm
is impotent, or rather inadequate, to rule when
the reins of government are put in ita hands.,

What, then, will Mr. Guthrie say of Idealism ?
In the first place, how will he defend It1 To
give, in fancy, fres scope to the powersof na-
ture, to husten the process of thelr evolution,
to hring in idea the process to (ts apparently
rational conclusion, to its eraved completion
and perfection: this, in his view {8 to idenlize.
Lifcallstic art portrays the flnal state or sowe
vislbly advancing stage in the process of at-
tainment. Woure reminded how often in na-
ture we find {solated Instunces of reallstically
reproducible landscapes, faces, and color group-
ingr, Thene serve nseducative hints. The ur-
tist comprebenda that thess {solnted Instances
are what will bring a panic of joy to the hearts
of men. A radinnt sunsot: s vast expanse of
nacreous waters; s spread of marsh, netted
with reflected blue or gold; a plain  of
mingling flelds and woods; & burst of
ley poaks from among forested foothills;
& ravine loud with the rapturous tumult
of torrenta; the wupheaval of ecloud-con-
tinents threatening lo bury our awe-struck
world; m child in careless merriment; a woman,
the perfection of all things sson; such isolated

h &, ands th i Hke them, prosent
themselves ngaln and agaln in the history of
menkind, A hunger |s thereby whetted beyond
patient endurance. More! is the cry; More!
Thereupon the artiat catches glimpses with his
soul's eys of *the light that never was on nes
or land,” made imaginable, however, by his
oxperlence of stars, and moon, and sun; and
with symbols, to-wit, viaible forma, colors, musi-
cal tones nnd words, he essays to linpart his
vislons; symbals which, while they presant not
the things themselves, but ouly a sense-sugges-
tlon of them, give us who are, at bottom, most
Inlove with things, & moment's delirious ilju-
slon of scelng, hearing, having, and handling
the things themselves. To the extent implied
in this requisite illuslon, the artist must bo s
renllsl. He must be plausible,

Heverting to the problem of perpetulty for art,
the author suggesta that wo might ba able to
determine In advance what kind of art would
be permanently admirable, If we could but de-
clde which of the several philosophic hypotheses
will triumph. In other words, msked tosolve s
riddle, the suthor doen but propound another
moro difficult as s solution. He begins, for in-
atance, by masuming the truth of positivism; that
Into way, hetakos for granted, provisionally, that
the proper attitudeof the philosophlc mind s
that of hostllity to philosopby,waiving all theory,
andcontenting (tself with the mere sccumulation
of facts, the data of exporience. Of course. & clus-
nification, for conventance, will be made, and the
notes of each cluss will be atated; but the clasal-
fAcation must mlways be regarded as for con-
venlence only, and the noles of eich cluss as
tontative expressions; further expericnce may
require an entire reclassification and entire re-
slatement of the so-called laws of nsture. In
plaln words, wo are to adeept things as they
present themaelves to us, The law of causs and
effect i atated as & law of phenomenil sequence,
Observed faots are all that it ls licit to contem-
piate. If this be the true attitude of the intel-
ligent, what becomes of art| What s Its office
Obvlously, to express Lthe observed laws of ria
ture, the abstract statements of her customary
workings, allagorieally for the sake of thoss who
are yol unable to grasp them directly. Art, in
other words, takes the rank of a tore or less
unconsclous expositor or bandmaid of sclence.
This Is tho rank that M, Taine asaigns toit in the
first chapters of his * Philosophy of Art.” On
the bypothesis, however, of continuous humsn
progress, of ultimate unlvorsal education, this
officoaf art will bocome useless. Art will have
eventually s alnscure, It will be more and more
transparent, surrendoring more and more Ita
concrobe mothods, Finally, srt will be, as 8 teach

er, . to the nursery or kinder
garten, To enlt] men, itsonly sphare of
snjoyable usefulness will be that of mimlory.
But mimlery Is permanently ploasurable only
to those who possoss, or ballave that they onn or
will possess Lhe real things mimicked. What a
disbolleal apirit rould be that of & mhnicking
art for the poor and |mpotent, showing them
what they might enjoy, but must never
bave. The rich can enjoy more or less
the imitative sugmrestions of arl, bsoause they
ean, at any moment, replace them by the
posnitive ohjncts suggosted, Butl, even for the
rich, whatdignity s left for a mimicking art?
The dignity of the mirror behind a splendid
showoeane, foobly duplicating what Is before it
foran Instant, a feivolonaly amusing (Nusion as
the passsr by looks in. Here we are cautionerd
to remember that all {dealizing In art Is banned
by positivism as sentimentality quite behind
the times. Art, then, reasonably oan furnish
nothing but what already exista far more satin-
factorily in sennible reality, Whenover she ex:
plofta the vanlting ambition of the heart, sug-
gestathe purault of ralnbow-contacts, she is an
Immoral disturber of the normal eontentment
which the practieal man should cultivate above
all alse, Summing uv the ease for art, if pos-
ltivinm s to triumph, Mr. Guthrie says that the
love of things * as Lthey are makes art wicked
for the poor, foolish and trifling for the rich,
But what Is wicked and foolish or trifling suf-
fera extinetion in dus time. Only what (s kindly,
banefloent, wise and useful will be, in the long
ran, sonent and pressrved by men,

The author procseds to conalder the future of
art underone or another of the great hypothe-
ses in rospect to mind and matter that pressnt
themselves to all man except to conalatent posl:
tivista, These various philosophic aystems may
be compendiously described as dualism, as mon-
fam, as materialism, and an {dealism or apirit-
ism, We eannot follow the author through his
somewhat prolonged dinc of theso sy st
but we oan siate In a few worda hin conclusion,
It fs thatart will thrive and hold a ponition of
permanent dignity only with monism regnant.
It must suffor more or less from the predomi-
nance of either materinliam or spiritism. Un.
der the absolute conalstent rule of posi-
tivlam art must perish. With dualism su-
wrome, art would run great risks of losing
A falr balanre, boenuse the dunlist in almost
aure to emphnaizn one or the other of his uncom-
binable. bostila twain. On the whaole, Mr.
Guthrio is Inclined to think thar the undis
puled acceptance of monism [tself might tend
to injure the ariist through making bis work
too connolous n practice ol n precine and rigld
mnthetle. Who kmows, he unks, but that the
predominance of no philosophie theory o par-
ticular, of Intellectunl mnarchy, the mutual
checkmnting of varfous hypotheses, loaving the
artlat heart-whole and fancy-fres to follow hia
ereative Instincts, may constitute the most fa-
varablo condition for a rohust and delight-giv-
ing art? But. in that cass, what of the per-
petulty of art on the hypothesia of n ateady
growth of civilization and intellectual order?
M, W. H.

Britiah Central Afriea.

It In a valuable addition to our knowledge of
the Dark Continent, which is made ina quarto
volume of some five hundred pawes, entitled
British Central Africa, by Sir Harry H. Jons.
ATON (Edward Arnold),  The muthor was, for
seven years, the Hritish Commissioner and Con-
sul-General inthe Central Afrlcan Protectorate,
which in admininterc! directly by the imperinl
Government, He hnn, consequently, bud un-
asual epportunities of ohservation, and he has
profited hy them Lecauge be hrought to his post
an exveptionally good equipment and remark-
able Industry. His book is undoubtedly su-
perlor to any other relating tothe interior of
Africa. He does not, of course, undertike tn
answer every question that may be put by the
geographer, the geulogist, the anthropolo-
gist, the phllologist, the botanist, the mine
ralogist, the eoclologist, and the econo-
rmist. When he is unable, however, to
solve a prablem, he says s0 frankly, and
the number of Interesting and Important ques-
tions which he mannger 1o nnswaer Is surprising-
Iy large. A review of the book which should
simply essay to outline the Information con-
voyed would covoer saveral pages of this news-
paper. In this notice, the only inquiries upon
which we shall endeavor, with the author's ns-
sistance, to throw some light are these: What
s the revion called British Central Afrlcat
What s its history! What is the character of
the present native population) What Is likely
to be the future of the country )

The first Inquiry Is answered In the preface.
What s now termod Iiritlah Central Africa,
which cowprehends not only the Protes
tornte proper, but also the so-called Sphere
of Influence, lles north of the Znmbezl and
in the south centrul portion of the continent
of Afriea; It Is bounded on the north by
Lake Tangsanyika and the Congo Free State,
on the northeast by German East Africa, on
the osst, southenst, and west, by (he Portu-
guess poasessions, The sphere of Influence
is much larger than the actual protectorate,
which s chiofly confined to the districta border-
ing on Lake Nyasa nnd on the River Shire. The
spbere of influence Is, At present, sdministerad
under the charter of the Nritish South Africa
Company; whereaa the Protectorate, as we have
sald, bas, from the time of Its Inception, been
controlled by officers appointed directly by the
Imperial Gavernmont. As Sir H. H, Johnston
bappened to be the chief ngent in bringing all
this territory under Britlsh Influence, both on
behalf of the imperial Government and of the
chartered company, itlay with him to propose a
geographical and politieal verm for the reglon
thus seoured as & dependency of the Britiah Em-
pire, He chose the nnme of ** British Central
Africa,” because he hopod that the new sphere
of Hritish influence might include much of Cen-
tral Africe, where, at the time (18849) the terri.
torles of foreign powers were in a atate of flux,
no bard and (wat boundarics baving been deter-
mined, The author belioved, therefore, that, by
falr means, Great Britain's share north of the
Zunmbexl might be made to connect hier protecto-
rate on the Upper Nile with her dominions
south of the Zambexl, To thin end treatiss were
secured which advanced British territory from
the south end to the north end of Lake Tan-
gunylka, whora the British flng was planted, at
the request of the natives, (n Lthe spring of 1860;
tho snld treatles arrived too late, however, for
them to be taken Into conslderation at the time
the Anglo-German convention was drawn up.
Connequently, all the Britlsb Government could
do was to secure from Germany a right of way
across the Intervening atrip of territory;
and the boundaries of German East Africa
und of the Congo FKree Hiate were, honce
forth, conterminous in the district {m-
mediately north of Tanganyika. In like man-
ner the agents of the King of the Helgians
were able to make good thelr ¢lalms to the coun-
try west and southwest of Tunganyika. Thus
Britiuh Central Africa did not ul Umately attain
the geographical Umlts to which our suthor had
originally sapired, and which would have amply
Justified ita title. After all, however, the name
Inn fuirly correct designation of & territory in
the south cantral po tlon of the continent, sop-
arated by several hundred miles from the oaat
and weal coants, and strolching up to the equs-
torial reglons, The book before us, as we have
sald, denls only with that eastorn portion of
Britlab Central Afrida which has come, mors or
less, within the suthor's personal experience;
that s Lo say, it is principally confined to the ro-
wions bordering on Lake Tanganylks, Lake
Nyass, and the River Shire,

What (s the hlstory of this reglon? Itoannot
be mald to have fallen within the domain of
written history until about forty years ago, It
Is barely posaible, however, that the south end
of Lake Nyuas, and it s cortaln that & portion
of the River Shive, which Nows from it, wers
known to the Portuguese explorers at the lsttor
end of the sixteenith century, It isalso pro-
nounced posaible that, when Lhe Habaeans snd
Arabs traded with southeast Africa during the
first half of the Chiristian era, ove or snother of
them may have peneirated Into the countries
around Lake Nyasa. With this proviso as to
Lthe possibllity of such & journey, the suthow

and  esstablish
Benn on the lower Zambexl. The unwrit-
ten history of the roglon, the history which
onn be deduced from researchies Into langunges,
examinations of racial type, native traditions,
and archmologlonl researchos, strotches back
into the remotenses which veils the earlier
movemsnts of the human genus. To 8ir H. H.
Johnston it seoma probable that thres thousand
yeara ago the distribution of races In Africa
atood thus : The southern half of the continent,
from s little north of the equator to the Cape of
Good Hope, was very thinly populated with a
low negroid type, of which the pressnt Bush-
men and Hottentols, and possibly the plgmy
tribes of the Congo forests, are tha doscend.
ants. The north and northoast of Afrioa, from
Morocoo o Egrypt. and aeain from Egypt to
Somaliland, wero peopled mainly by the Ham-
ften, & race akin in origin and langunge Lo the
Bemitio type, which Iatter our author be
lievens to have boen o higher development from a
parent Hamitlo stock, The Hamites themsolves,
howsver, ohviously originated as s superior
ascending variety of the Negritio specles, from
which basal stock had been derived in aull
carller times the RBushman-Hottentol groun,
the Innguages of which, espocially the Hotten-
tot, are thought by some nuthorities to show re-
mole afMnitiea in structore to the Hamitic
tongues, Wenstward of the Hamites, and repre-
senting an earlier divergenee from the original
Negritio group, werse the trus black nexroes,
more closely allled, perbapn, in orlgin to the
Bushmen-Hottentota than to the more divergent
Hamites, But 3,000 years ago, or about the
time of the foundntion of Carth ge, our author
{s inclined to think that the true negroes were
bounded In their distribution by the norihern
limita of the Sahara Desert, by the Atlantic
Ocean on the west, by the great foresta of the
Congo HBasln off the south, and hy elther the
Nile Valley or tho Abyssinian highlands on the
easl. Hereand there dierent sectiona of the
Negritio stock would mingle. producing races
superior to the pure negro, like the Nublans, the
Somalia and the Fulve, which dwell more or less
on the border lands between the negro and the
Hamite. When the true negroes Invaded the
southern half of the African continent, some
two thousand years ngo, they carried with them
such culture, domestio animnals and cultivated
planta as they had derived indirectly from
Egypt. Bir H. H. Johnston s of the oplnlon
that, In Nyasa Land and nlong the shores of
Lake Tanganyikn, the history of negro culture
retrograded until the coming of the Arab and
the European. In one or two places on the shores
of Lake Nyasa, old pottery has been dug up ata
considerable depth below the surface, wilth treea
of great girth and age growing over Lhese re-
mnins. The pottery has been found lmbedded |
in the sand of an nncient shore line of Nyass,
now covered by about flve feet of humus,
in which buobab trees are strongly rooted.
From the approximats swe of the trees,
and from the time it should have taken 10 accu-
mulate the vegatable noil, some of this pottery
must have been five hundred or six hundred
yearnold, Onelarge pot thusdiscovered has been
deposited by our author in the British Musenm,
The few remains exhibit evidences of greater
skill and taste than is shown by the pottery pro-
duced at the present tlwe in the same district.
Researches founded on thestudy of langunges, of
religion, of traditions, and on the records of
Portuguese explorers in West Africa sesm to
sbow that In the western part of the continent
meny of the negro Stnten were in a far higher |
stage of culture 500 years ago than they are
now, As regards the particular region om-
clally called British Central Africa, our author
¢oes not beliave that the Bantu negroes took
posseasion of it earlier than about 1,000 years
ago, when they drove out or absorbed the ante-
cedent Bushmen race.

With the doubtful excention of the viait of an
occasional Arab slave dealer, these Bantu
negroes, themseolves comparatively newcomers,
hnd no contact with the outer world until the
arrival of the Portuguene on the east coast of
Africa, which is the first definlte landmark in
the written history of this portion of the con-
tinent. Vasco da Gama, after rounding the
Cupe of Good Hope {n 1495, stoppad at the Arab
scitlementa of Sofala (near the modern beira)
and Mozamblgue, and thenco passed onward to
Mulindi (nenr Mombass) snd Inidla, On his re-
turn from India he further explored the south-
east coast of Africa, and In Junuary, 1498 (prob-
ably from Information given by Arab pilotm,
enterod  with hia  llttle fleet the Queli-
mane River, which was connected Inter-
mittently with the maln Zamberi, and
which, Indeea, until the other day, was
supposed (o be the only certain means of reach-
Ing the Zambezi nbove its delta, This river he
called (he " River of Good Indications," The
name Quellmane, which he applied to n small vil-
lage twelve miles Inlund from the mouth of the
river (the origin of the now important town of
Quellmane, the capital of Portuguese Zambezin),
secmun to have been derived from the coast-
Arable term for interpreter, which was glven to
Vanco da Gama's guide and go-hetween,

For some lve conturies before the Portuguense
arrived, the Arabs of southern and eastorn Arn-
bin had formed or re-formed settlements along
the eant const of Africa from Somsllland to So-
fala. The word re-formed secms the more cor-
rect, because we nre now practically certain
that some racesof Southern Arabla had founded
ancient settlements, possibly in connection with
the Pheoeniclans, In Southeastern Africa, not
only on the east const, but far in the Interfor of
Mashonaland, These settlements were, It s
presumed, destroyed by the advent of the
Bantu tribes from the mnorth, who were
far more formidable enemles than the fee
ble Bushmen and Hotteutots. IL is pro-
nounced possible that the natives of Arabla
dld oot entirely give up their African trade,
although they had to quit the interior and con-
fine thelr settlemunts to the coast, but, whether
or no there was a lull in Arab enterprise during
the early part ol the Christinn era, there was &
groot revival in the tenth century, and, In the
sleventh, a strong Arab kinglom was formed
ot Kllwa (midway between Zanzibar and Mo
sambique), which exercised a kind of suzerainty
over (he other settlements or Sultanates
Mosques were built at this period, the remains
of which may be seen at the present day, The
Arab settloments founded ot this time in the
direction of British Central Africa were chiefly
established at Mozamblous, Ngojl (Angoche),
and Bens on the Zambesi. The Arabs, ap
parently, found no direct entrance Into the
Znmbezi River, and preferred to uso the Quell-
mane River, which could be easily nnvigated by
thelr dhows, This, in exceptionally rainy ses-
sons even at the present day, becomes cone
nected with the Znmbexi Hiver by overflow
creoks; and, possibly, some centuries ago was
the most northern branch of the delta, The
Arabs soem then to huve gone up this river, past
the village of Quelimane, and theu to nhave
travelled elther by water when the river was
full, or overland ut other seasons, to Sena, & set-
tlement not far from the junction of the Zawm.
bex! and the Shire, From Bena, again, they
had overland communivation with their settie-
ments at Sofala, near the modern town of
Beira. At first the Portuguese were recelved
by the Arabs In a friendly fashion, and
several of the Fortuguess were taken
up by Arab guldes from Quelimane to Sena, [je
fore many years were over, however, the Porty.
guess had dispossessed tho Arabs und had re-
placed them so completoly from Bofals to
Moramblgue that * they disappeared and never
roturned, even after the temporary decay of the
Portuguese power, whioh enabled the Araba to
reconquer the oast coast of Africa as far south
as Kilwa," Thisstatement seamsa little sweeop-
lng, for in & footnote the suthor oxpresses Lhe
bellef that the Arabs remained in possesalon of
Bons untll nearthe end of the alxtssnth cont ury,
and he says that their settlomenta at Angoche
really remain unconquered to this day,

i,

After Bona on the lower Zambez| fell Into the
hands of tho Portuguese It bocame Lhe bheadguar.
Lers of thelr admlalsiration, ana from Iy varlous

expeditions were sent southward to
the mold discover

were mosily unsaocesaldl, owing to i, .
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healthfulness of the olimate and the preseey of

the teatse fly. Another obatacle In 1y, way of

Portuguess enterprise wan the kingdon of Mo

nomotapa, a powerfal empl e of anty NeRTOM

probably relnted In stock to the Zylyy, Tb;

Influence of Monomotaps must linva ratiged

from the vicinity of the south end of Lay,
Nyasa to the Limpopo Itiver. Simiitansous)y
with the Arst Portugueso conguistudioses and
mining adventureres came Jesult iyimfgn.
arles, resolvad upon repoating lu the fambeg
country the stucoesses they hnd ohtalned
Ohristinnizing the Congo reglon, Severs) g
these mon were martyred, but, eventuully, they
established themselves at Zumbo, on s centea)
Zambezl, nt the conflusnceof the erant Linngwy
River, The modern capital of Tatls, now thy
mont Important Portiguese town on the Zhmbes),
wan not founded until the middle of the saran.
teenth century, and, orlinally, wan morely o
station of Jesult misslonaries, thovgh It wes ate
terward taken over by the Portukuess Gorary.
ment. At first, the principal Lownps were Zumbg
and EBena. The Portuguess soon penetrated
northward of the Zambezl, in the direction of
tho Maravi country and the watershed of Laks
Nyasa. Here they discoversd, or redincovered,
from hints given by Arabs or natives, thes gnld
depoalts of Misale, and, for a century or so aftar
ward, these gold mines were extensively worked,
Curiounly enough, however, the chief mineral
discoveries of the Portuguese at this time lay iy
the direction of sllver, though at Lhe pressay
day the English have no knowledge of any siivar
minen in the Zambezl country, In 1016 & Por
tugnese named Jasper Boearro offered to carry
samples of Zamberl sllver overland to Malindl,
s Portuguess settlement to the north of Mom.
basa, without going noar Mozambigque. The
motive of this offer lay in the fact that conald-
erihbla friction exinted betwean the central Gor.
ernment of Mozamblque, which was under the
Viceroy of Indin, and the Portuguess adven.
turers on the Zambezl, who objected to the grind-
ing monopolles which the Mozamblque authorl-
ties mought to establiah. Bocarro apparentiy
Journeyed from where the town of Tete now
stands to the upper Bhire River. crosaing
that stroam to Its junction with the Run; and
then passing through the Anguruo country In
the vicinity of Lake Chilwa he entered the Nu-
Jenda Valley, and so travelled on to the Rubuma
River, and thencs to the const at Mikindanl,
whence he continued his journey to Malind! by
sea. Bofar as trustworthy records go, this was
the first European to enter what Is now styled
British Central Africa, The Jesult priesta from
Zumbo, however, had journsyed westward into
the country of the Batonga, or Batoka, and
northward up the Luangwa River. Sir John
Kirk, who went travelling with Liringstonoe in
1838, and discovered groves of frult trees in the
Batoka country which may have been (n-
troduced by the Jeauits. The Iatter trans
mitted rumore of m mreat Iake (Nyasa),
which they styled Lake Maravl, * which really
meant “a lake In the country of the Maravi:"
Maravl being an old name, now nearly extinct,
of the Nyanja tribes [n tho southwest of Nyass
land. Butin the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury the Jesulta were expelled from all the
Portuguese dominions, and after their de-
parture from the Central Zambesz! there wasa
temporary diminution of Portuguese activitr.
It was not until the very end of the last cen-
tury that the interest of the Portuguese
Government (n its East African posses-
sions was Tevived by the capturs of
the Cape of Good Hope by the British.
In the year following the selzure of Cape Town
by an English force, Dr. Francisco de Lacerda,
a distinguished scientific man, who was a pro-
fessor of matbematica st Colmbra Univeraity,
nddressed m remarksble letter to the Lishon
Government, predicting that the result of the
English capture of Caps Town would be the
creation of s great British South African em-
pire, which would, If not counteracted betimes,
epread northward across the Zambezi and sop-
arate the Portuguese dominions of Aogola and
Mozambique. This our author cons! 'ers one of
the most notable examples of political fore-
sight which can be quoted. So struck was the
Fortuguese Government with Dr. Lacerda's
argument that it appointed him Governor of the
Z.mbezi, nnd authorized him to conduct an expe-
dition ncross Africa from the Zumbeszi country
to Angols, establishing Portuguese suseralanty
along his route. Dr. Lacerds, bowever, oaly
succeeded in reaching Eazermbe's capital, near
the south end of Lake Mweru, and eventually
died there in October, 1788, After his death
the expecition became s0 disorganized that, io-

etead of continuing the journey to Angola, I8
returned to Teie. Itisa mistake, howerver, to
supnose that Africa north of the Zambesi was
never traversed by the Portuguess. At the be-
fnmsna of the present century two Lalf-caste
'ortuguese nawmwed Baptista and Amars José
crussed from the Kwango River in the loterior
of Angolu to the Kazembe country near Lake
Muern, and thence come to lete on the Zam-
tezi. In 1831 Major Montelro and Capt. Gamitto
conducted w mission trom Tete to the Kazembe,
And, some yenrs su uently. ?Ll“ Porto, a
Portugueso colonist of Bihe, in the interior'of
Bengueln, is nlso sald to have rambled over
much of South Central Afriea; further, n car-
tain Candiio de Costa Cardoso claimed that he
sighted the sonthwest corner of Lake Nrasain
1846, None of Lhese explorers, however, with
the exception of Dr. Lacerdsa, sesn~d any
ecientitlc qualifications, and thelr journers led
tolittle or no geographicnl information or
litleal mecendancy, The real hisiory of Britlsh
Central Africa begins with the advent of Liv.
ingstone; this is too well known to need
recapltulation.

v,

In achapter on the negro of Sonth Central
Africa our author places before the resder a
studious summing up of his physical and men-
tal characteristics, He in described as being, In
aword, s fine animal, but, 1o his wild state be
exhibits » stunted mind, and a dull content
with his surroundings. which induces mental
stagnation, cessation of all upward progress, and
even retrogresslon toward the brute. Our au-
thor, indoed, fs inclined to think that, in some
respects, the tendency of the negro for sevaral
centuries past has been decidedly retrogressive.
Ashe has learned to read the unwritten his-
tory of Africa by researches into lnnguages, man-
ners, customs, and traditions, he seems to discern
n backward rather than s forward motion goloe
on for at least & thousand years past, & return
toward the savage and even the beunst. Our
author can even beliove 1t possible that, had

Africa been more isolated from contact with ths
reat of the world, aud been utterly cut off from
the immigration of Arabs and Eiropeans, the
rely negrold roces, loft to themselves, far
m advancing toward a higher type of human-
Ity, might have sotunlly reveriad, by docrees, 1o
noIype no longer human, just as (he great apes
Hneerine in the dense forestsof Western Africi,
into which they nre, relntively speiking, galie
recent lmigrants from Asin and Enrooe, hava
become, in miauy respects, deeraded types thas
have known better dayw, of lareer hralns, and
smaller tusks and stouter lews, Fortunsiely for
the black man, in all his varteties, oxcept tywa nr
three of the wost refroerade, ha (n not too far
rone for recovery, and for an upwnard turneof
the evolutionary typo, n turn which, If ress
lutely followed, may, at ssme future day, hricg
im npon a level with the yellow §f nop with the
white species of mian.
Wocome fnally to what Sie H, 1. Johnston
has Lo say abont the future of the region with
which ho in better sequninted than is any other
Europenn, He ls convineed, hie tolls us, that the
enstorn portion of Hreltlah Centrnl Afroea, the
portion with which he ls familinr, will never 'a
awhite man's country in the sense thst sl
Afrien sonth aof the Zamben, and all Africn
north of the Saliara, will eventunlly hecone
connfrios where the whitorace s fominant and

native (o the soil, Tt ishis opinton that, helween
tho Iatitudes of the Zowbezl and the Wue N iin
Afriea must, in the first Iustance, be governe

Inthe interestnof the hlack mnn, an! 1he hinck
man will continue thore ta be the rnce
predominant in numbers f not in  Inf

ence, The future of Lroplen]l Afries, In

short, is to bo another Indin, not another A
tralin, "Tho white man cannot colonize permne
nently Central Africas he con only seltle on o
few tavorad tracts, ns he would do in the north
of Tudia, Nevertheleas, Contril A'rica nossort 8
houndloss risources In the way of ot ree. foF
It In extremely rich in natural prodiet -,

Yegotnble, and mineral. These [t wil] pay the
uropean to develop, and (hey shold egual?
l‘ll‘ﬂﬂl‘ the black mon to produce, LUntaught 179
be Eunropean, he wan livire like an ant

miserably poar in the midst uf baudless wea

Tuught by the Firopean, ho will be ihile 16 0
Lhin wenlih to account and to bring (t o ni
ot, whilo the Europonn, on the ot ey hin 1w |
o anriched by this evelution of oot rpeice

Central Africs, howover, In our sithor's s
moent, s e remole from self goveriion! of Fis
tesentative institutions ns s the s 8100
Indin. Tt can onlv he wdmin st d e 0w
bonevolent dospotism of an perid tine
ment, though in the future and develone we
miniatration there I8 no rorson To wipgn se Ll
Lok m ooy ool serve as officlsls in cor
with white wen and with yellow men, Jus! s
Lthoere are n

L ro ofoials ln the aduilniaten onf
West African rnlanl'u:. fn‘:‘! Maluy Gtfloinis

& the government of the Biralt Selticwonts




