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THANKSGIVING, NINETY-SETEN,
Thank Thee, O God, who didst ordain
The bounteous aropa that naturae ylelds,
Who gave to earth the sun and raln,
And blessed the workers in the flelds !

Our barna are filled with golien stores,
The happy Innd's astic with health,
The world's a-begging at onr doora
To share in this imporial wealth,

We bring, O Lord, with willing hand,
The fruit of love and labor's galn,
The gift that riscs from the land,
The growth of valley, hill, and plaln,

Bank Notes or Governmoent Notes?

Out of the multitude of conflicting
schemes of currency reform which ure now
urged upon the people, a fundamental lssue
in shaping itself, which will haveto be de-
cided before any measnre of permanent
utility can be arrived at. Ttisthis: Shall the
paper money of the natlon be lssued ex-
clusively Yy the banks, or shall it be lssned
exclusively by the Government? At pres.
ent, both agencies are in operation, and
each one is struggling for supremacy over
the other. This condition of things cannot
last. One or the other of the two rivals
must surrender to the other, and leave to it
the function of supplying the people with
currency other than coin,

On behalf of the banks are ehlisted not
only the small army of bank stockholdera
and offigers, and of borrowers of money who
look to the banks for accommodation, but,
also, the whole tribe of Mugwumps, who
Insiat that the mass of our citizens are not
to be trusted to manage their own affairs,
but ought to turn over tho duty to the
“better class,” as the only men competent
to perform it, Thus, the Secretoary of the
Treasury, Mr, Lymax J. Gaor, who re-
nigned the presidency of a great Chicago
bank to accept his present oflice, spoke on
Tuesday evening at the Chamber of Com-
merce dinner in this city of *“the national
Treasury awkwardly performing an office
entirely foreign to its proper functions,"
and, on the same occasion, that superla-
tively eminent Mugwump, Mr, ALEXAN-
pER E, Orn, said:

“Ithink we are all of one mind, that there cannot
be two great bank y ully operated
B the same time in this country, ona by the Govern-
meat and one by the people, and that that which ts
80t legitimate must ultl ly stand maide, and there
eannot be much A of op that or
later the Government muat be thaf one,”

In the same spirit, the Mugwump Times,
yesterday morning, editorially denounced
the Issue of currency by the Government
exclusively, as o scheme of inflation des-
Lined Lo bankrupt the nation, because under
it the currency would be controlled by Con-
gress and not put In charge of the banks,
The T'imes, however, omits to mention that,
four times within twelve years, namely, in
16884, 1800, 1893, and 1805, the banks of
this city defaulted on thelr obligations to
their depositors, and that these depositors,
in order to get currency with which to
carry on thelr business bad to sell thelr
checks to Wall street brokers at a consld

tetent on bonda |
with the monay which It guar-
anbees, Btill loss should the banks be al-
lowed to Issue cireulation without security
and without llmit. The Government money
should always be redeemable in gold, and
instead of being, na the Times falnely anserta
It would be, unlimited in amount, it would
be limited by redemption to no greater
volnme than the wants of legitimate busl.
ness require. How mueh this volume
could consaintently withita redemption be
{ncreassd over that of our present Gov.
ernment money, experience would deter-
mine. Probably §236,000,000 of It would be
needed to take the place of the 286,000,
000 of outstanding bank currency, and
posalbly more ; but, whatever its amount,
it should always be redeemable in gold, and,
therefore, it would be ns good as gold,

A National Thanksgiving Day,

How many of our good Americans re.
member when Thanksglving became n na-
tional holiday? It is worth while to re-
mind the younger gencration, at least,
when and how this heppened. Kvery
achoolboy is familiar with the story of the
onrly settlers of bleak New England, who,
when unexpectedly delivered from the
perils of starvation in a savage wilderness,
solemnly gave thanks to Almighty Gop for
this signal interposition In their favor.
And how, from age to age, from genera-
tion to generation, this plous resolve
bloomed and ripened until Thanksglving
beeame national and not sectional, this,
too, Ia a matter of history so conspleuous
that to recall all the succesalve stages of
the process would be superfluous,

Still, the annunl eall to thankfulness from
all the people remnined a matter of local,
not national, concern. Up to the brenking
out of the great civil war, each State (posal-
bly with avery few exceptions) through its
own Executive made public proclamation of
an autumnal day for thanksgiving, prayer,
and praise for the materinl blessings of the
year, True, durlng the Presidentinl termn
of the lllustrious WAsSHINGTON, ‘' the unex-
ampled prosperity of all classes of our clti-
zens' and our enjoyment of peace and tran-
quillity induced that great and good man
to irsue his proclamation appointing the
10th of February, 1705, a8 a day for thanks.
glving and prayer,

It is also true that, of all WAsHINGTON'S
more immediate snccessors, only James
Maprsox was devout enough or thoughtful
enongh to ask the people of the United
States to come together nnd observe a day
for national thanksgiving, The festival, so
far as the nation was concerned, lost Itas
homogeneous character,

It remnined for ABRAHAM LiXcoLN of
blessed memory to revive a cuatom sograte.
ful to the hearts and so alluring to the
homes of the American people. The cause
of the imperilled Federal Union was at the
lowest low-water mark In the summer of
1863. The men and women of the present
generation of Americans cannot know the
bitterness of the dark days of that summer.
Gop grant that they may never know such
days! The turnipg point came In July,
when, In the midst of a popular depression
most profound, the fall of Vicksburgopened
the Miaslssippl sothat the Fatherof Waters
thereafter flowed unvexed to the wsea, and
LEeE's Invaslon of the North was frustrated
by the battle of Gettysburg. The country
flamed with exoltement, and although the
war stlll Inated longer than the most san-
guine of those who agonized for peace
could have expected, it was felt that the
end of strife could not be greatly delayed.
President LiNcoLN issued an official bulle-
tin addressed to the people of the United
States In which, after recounting theevents
which appeared to be the harbingers of the
return of peace, he expressed his de-
sire that **He whose will, not ours,
should ewermore be done, be every-
where remembered and reverenced with
profoundest gratitnde.” This was on the

erable discount. To vest in such weak in-
stitutions, and in the less responsible banks
of the rural districts, the exclusive function
of issuing paper money, Is an act of folly
which our people will never commit.
Progress toward shaping the final issue
we have mentioned, has already got so far
as that the advocates of bank ourrency are
divided into two parties, one that desires
to have the bank currency guaranteed by
the Government and redeemed through the
Treasury; and one that deslires to bave It
independent of the Government, and is-
sued, as it was, thirty-five years ago, by

A | each bank against Its own assets, and re-

eemed only at the counter of the bank
Issuing {t. The advocates of a Govern-
ment guaranteed and Government redeemed
currency do not differ In prineciple from
those who advocate the lssue of currency
by the Government direot, The dif-
ference is, that the partisans of the
banks contend that the proilts of
the Iessue shall Inure to the banks
and not tothe Government, The Govern-
ment is to print the notes, take charge of
the fund for theirredemption, redeem them
when presented, and pany them when the
banks fall to pay them, That the Govern-
ment might as well do the business on its
own account and for its own beneflt, is too
plain to need demonstration. As for al-
lowing the thousands of little banks all
over the country to issue notes at pleasure,
and let the people take the risk of their
being good, that Is an absurdity, which
needs only to be seen to be refected,

The Mugwump advocates of bank cur-
rency, seeing that It will be impossible to
get the people to consent to the extinetion
by direct measures of the Government cur-
rency they now possess and thesubstitution
for it of bank currency, alm at accomplisk-
ing the same object by Indirection, They
accept the measures which Tug SuN has
long urged, namely, the separation of the
lssuing of demand notes from the other
business of the Trensury, the establishment,
for the redemption of those notes, of a gold
rederve not liable for other Government

requirements, and the relssue of pe
decrned notes only sgalust  fresh e
posits of gold, With this measure

ndopted, and with the enlarged prive
Heges of issuing circnlntion which they
demand for the banks, they intend that the
banky shull gradually turn into the Treas
ary all the Government notes they enn pro-
Jure, hoard the gold obtained for them in
fheirown vaults, and fill the vacuu in the
sirculation thus ereated with bank notes,
To defeat this scheme it is Indispensable
that the banks be deprived, as soon ns L
ean be done without Infringing upon their
vested rights, of the privilege of Issuing
circulation altogether, The Government
uotes would thus eventually he the sole
paper money of the country, and their
volume would never be reduced by redemp-
tlon so us to Inconvenlence trade,

In the present conflict Tug Son tukes
the only logical and sound position, It Ix,
that all the paper moncy of the country
shall be {ssued by the Government directly
and redeemed by It directly, without em-
Playing the banks to do it and paying them

{

Fourth of July, 1863, and on the fifteenth
day of that month the President Issued his
proclamation appointing the 6th of Au-
gust as a day for Natlonal Thanksgiving.
e recited the reasons for the people’s
‘““mugmented confidence that the Union of
the Btates would be maintained, their
Constitution preserved, and their pence
and prosperity permanently restored,”
And in hils recommendation for an ab-
servance of the day appointed, he be-
sought the people to Invoke Divine wis-
dom “to lead the whole natlon through
paths of repentance and submission to the
Divine will, back to the perfect enjoyment
of union and fraternal peace,” Young stu.
dents of thelr country's history cannot do
better than read this unique proclama-
tion, if they would know something of the
great, loving nature of AsRAnAM LiNcoOLY,
whose heart, in the midst of wasting war,
yearned so fondly for the happiness, peace,
and prosperity of every son and dauglter
of the republlic.

On the 3d of October, In that same year,
President LINCOLN imsued another procla-
mation setting npart the last Thursday in
November to be observed as a Natlonal
Thanksgiving Day. From that time for-
ward each succecding President of (he
United States has followed the precedent
set by Apranmaym LiNcons, to whom be-
longs the credit of making the festival
truly national.

The civil war accomplished many things
for us n4 a people., Bome of thess
things were to have been expected ; many
of them were unlooked for. Among the
results of the war was the establishment
of a natlonal homogeneity before unknown,
No section of the Unlon lost its self-reapect,
and all galned in respect for every other,
Briefly, sections and sectlonal lines disap-
peared. We became one, with one hope,
one destiny,

And with the animation of one common
purpone, moved by a common impulse, on
this Natlonal Thanksgiving Day, we may
well thank the Almighty Ruler of Man-
kind that He has made us and preserved
us & nation,

Unecle Bam as a Land Owner.

The statistics of tho Genersl Tand Office
sliow that this country, first and last, has
had the prodiglous amount of 1,835,017,-
(32 neres of land to dispose of, This area
includes everything not in the original
thirteen States, ns now constituted,

These lands fall Into four classes. First
ure those already disposed of or appro-
printed. They include 214,414,305 ncres
vold for cash, 102,280,228 taken up as
homentends, 160,470,402 granted toStates,
104,584,508 given to railronds and other
ronds, canals  aond  river lmproveinent
projects, State or corporation, 70,000,000
in private grants, 60,252,700 in military
bonuty warrants, 16,116,228 in timber-
culture entries, and other smaller classes,
aggregating 741,702,365 acres, under this
liead, For various reasons these estimates
are rough, but they are near enongh to the
trus amounts for practical purposes,

Next we have the reserved lands, These

include 81,040,413 acres sct spart for the
i

Indians, :c..m—'m'” jons, |

9,972,000 an national parka, 895,425 for
forts and other milltary purposes, with
enongh miscellaneons to bring the aggre-
gate to 182,441,774

The third groat class comprises the lands
of Alnaka, In which few surveys and dis.
posals have yet been made, the aggregnte
belng 860,620,600, With the advancs of
sleilization Alaska may not remain wholly
n olasa by Itsell.

Finally, we bave the fourthh class, or
lands now vacant and subject to mettle-
ment, amountiug to 091,343,003 acres,
Of these, howover, nearly half, or 272,
204,120 acres, have not yet beon surveyed,
The largest body of vacant public Iands s
In Montann, 71,492,917 acres, Nevada fol.
lowing with 01,678,688, and Arizona,
Callfornia, Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico,
Utah, and Wyoming each baving over
40,000,000 neres,

But while these figures of the extent of
the public lands available for settlement
are no great, practically a large part of the
best land, in accessible places, Is taken up,
The arid tracts not susceptible of frriga-
tion and the mountaln and forest reglons
which eannot now be used for farming
constitute a very considerable portion of

Fthe nearly 600,000,000 acres of vacant

publie Iands.  The old saying that * Uncle
Sam I rich enough to give ns all a farm" in
not heard much nowadays. He la still a
big land owner, but has been lavish with
his beat possensions.

Newspapers and the Election,

**The decline of the Intluencoof the press,
especially In New York,” latreated of by
the State, of Columbia, In South Carolina,
us baving been demonstrated in our Iate
election. With that assumption as a text,
onr South Carolina contemporary preaches
n moving homily on the causes of the in.
difference of the New York public to news.
paper opinions.

The assumption, hawever, is false and
groundless, Never before was the power of
newspapers in Influencing public opinion
demonatrated so strikingly as in our recent
election. The Low vote was drummed up
wholly by the newspapers, and it was &
Inrge vote, Without newspaper help, he
would have made no show at the polls
which would have been at all Impressive.

Morcover, he owed his strength at the
election to a pure fletion of newspaper
manufacture. Actually, there is no such
thing mns “Plattism.” It s aimply the
usual methods of party organization
which prevall in the country gonerally.
They are substantinlly the same as
those pursued by THURLOW WEED In
the early history of ' the Republican
party In this State, and afterward
by Roscor Coxkrixg. In particular,
they  bear & close resemblance to
those of that consummate Democratio
leader and manager, SAMUEL J. TILDEN,
All the same, New York newspapers suce
ceeded in making a bogy of “ Plattism,”
with which they frightened many thou-
sands of otherwise sensible and intelligent
citizens, including a very considerable part
of the Republicans themselves,

If that was not a striking journalistic
feat, and if it did not demonstrate the
power of newspapers over public oplnlon,
where else ean a more Impressive be found 1
When newspapers can fool thus an enlight-
ened community, how can it be sald that
their Influence is declining? *

Tammany's success followed as a natural
consequence of this newspaper humbug.
Low's election was impossible, since the
prevailing publle spirit was opposed to the
tone and theory of munlcipal government
for which he stood, and this opposition was
aggravated and intensifled by his campaign
and the persons and Influences directing it.
Because Tammany stood most squarely
sgainst the things the Low movement
sought to accomplish it was put in power
by a great majorily over him,

That Is all the lesson to be learned from

- our electlon, so far us the influence of news-

papers is concerned. It showed that the
number of people in New York who ecan be
fooled by the newspapers Is great, and that
the newspapers who sst about It method.
feally have great power to fool them.

The Alleged Necesslty of Defending
Europe Against the United Btates,

We have waited a day or two to see
whether any oue In Europe would throw
light on the curlous assertion publiely
made by Count GOLUCHOWSKI, the Austro-
Hungarian Minister, that measures must
be promptly taken to protect the Continent
of Europe against the competition of
American  republica. All that can be
gleaned from the comments on the speech
is that Russia and Huogary, which, nor
mally, produce a considerable surplus of
wheat for export, would like to keep the
Continental market to themselves by shut-
ting out of it the wheat from the United
States and Argentina.

In order to carry out this proposal, it
would, obviously, be needful thatall the
countries of Continental Europe, which are
normnlly or occasionally importers of
wheat, should agree to admit the prod-
uct of Hussia and Hungary duty free,
while imposing s duty on the wheat coming
from the United States and Argentina; or
else should arrange s joint scheme of pref-
erential duties which should diseriminate
against the American republics named, It
I8 extremely lmprobable that such an ar-
rangement could be made. It Is posaible,
indeed, that the Berlin Government might
desire to oblige its Austrian ally by admit-
ting Hungarian wheat upon terms more fa-
vorable than those prescribed by the exist-
ing tariff, The reduction, however, if con-
slderable enough to prove of value to Hun-
garlan  agriculturists, would provoke a
atorm of protests on the part of the German
Agrarian party, Moreover, the slightest
lowering of rates in the Interests of Austro-
Hungary would scerue to the benefit of
every other country, the commercial treaty
between which and Germany contains the
“most favored nntlon” clanse, Germany,
therefore, In order to satlsly the wheat
producers of Hungary, would have to de-
nounce almost all of her existing commer-
clol treaties, and this ot o tlme when the
export of German manufactures in increas-
ing at & rate which has excited a good deal
of dismay in England. But if Germany, in
view of the consequences, could not afford
to make any congession to Austro-Hupgary
in the way of preferential duties upon
grain, much less could she do it in the cass
of Rusala, which, considered as an exporter
of wheat to neighboring countries, is eyed
by the Germun hosbaodman with far more
apprehension.

If we turn to France we are encountered
by conditions essentially similar, France,
no doubt, would be glad, If she could, to
gratify ber ally, the St, Petersburg Govern-
ment, by admittiog Russian wheat upon
casler terma than those lmposed upon the
product of transatlantie countries, but ahe
would bave no motive whatever for dolng

withont dulm‘lnelng' her commaroial treaties
with all other eountries which eontaln the
““most favored nation” clause, and sBmong
these treaties would be those with the
United States and Argentins, French man-
ufacturers would thus be sxposed, as would
Geérman manufacturers under like condl-
tions, to lose the hold which they now pos.
sean on transatlantie markets, and thelr
loss would mean the galn of England,
which would be quite able to supply the
whole American and Argentine demand for
Imported manutactures,

Thus we sce that It would not be practi-
eable to bring about a commercial leagus
of Continental Europe having for {ts pur-
poss the excluslon of American food prod.
ucts, It was a resentful wish rather than
a deliberate and hopeful purposs which
Connt Gorvomowskr expressed. Like
other Austro-Hungarian atatesmoen, ho re.
members the downtall of MAXIMILIAN, and
regards with Ire the inclination nf the
Ameriean people to Interfere In behalf of
the Cuban subjects of Queen CHRISTINA,
who Is an Austrian Archduchess, He is
also annoyed because the Dingley tariff
has, to some extent, checked the outflow of
Austro-Huogarian producta to the United
States. He knows that Germany, France,
and Italy have llkewise been pinched by
the Dingley tariff, and, accordingly, it oo-
curred to hlm that now or never waa the
time to organize a collective counter-move-
ment agalnat American food staples, Now
or never is, no doubt, the alternative, but
the Austro-Hungarlan Minister will find
that it Is ** never,” and not * now."

Assuming, however, for the sake of argu-
ment, that it might be possible to combine
the whole of Continental Europe in a cus-
toms league, the sole aim of which should
be to bar out the United States, Argontina
and such other American republics as are
exporters of food, we can see that the result
would be disastrous, and almost catastroph-
fe for the members of such a combination.
From those countries to which we could
send nothing we should be unable to buy
anything; and all the work doue in this
hemisphere for so many years by the agents
of the manufacturers of Continental
Europe would be thrown away, Weshould
be cast into the arms of Epgland, who
would become our sole European purveyor,
for the reason that she would be our sole
European customer,

Contrasting, ns we should be forced to do,
the repellent attitude of Continental Eu-
rope with England’s eagerness to welcoma
us, it may be that our traditional good will
toward France and Russia would eventu-
ally give way, and bo replaced by contrary
sentiments. There would be, in a word, no
surer way of performing the difficult task
of converting the majority of Amerisans
from Anglophobists into Anglophiliststhan
for Continental Europe to organize a tariff
league aguinst American products,

Industry Elevators,

It is two or threcdays since any proposals
for anew party have been recelved at this of-
fice. The fault has not beenours, The party
makers have been busy getting ready for
Thanksgiving, But now the bird has been
bought and the intellect leaps again.

The latest party on the list is the Federal
party. This party is going to * reconcile
civil liberty with industrial d 1 ol

Improvement in buniness cond
tions, more serlous and more subetan:
tial performances bocome the general
rule. Plays of a hinforical character,
thosa based npon popular novels of estab-
lished merit, Bhakespearean plays, and old
comedy revivals come to the front, These
conditions arenow seen at a majority of the
principnl New York thoatres, where playa
of a serlious character appeal to the Intelll-
geneo of the best theatregoers,

Furtherevidence of prosperous conditions
is found In the standard of prices for then-
tre soata, This has been ralsed, gradually
and pretty generally, for the best places,
with a corresponding advance in the prices
charged for those leas desirable, When
times are bad and business s poor the the-
atrieal managers, always alert to the state
of the publie’s purse, announce reductions
to what are sometimes called * popular
prices.” These recesslons reflect exlsting
conditions, When times have improved, or
are manifestly Improving, additions hero
and there are made to the scale of prices
charged. Just now at first-class theatres
the tariff i about as high as it ever has
been in New York.

Altogother, the theatrical situation on
Thanksgiving Day, 1807, the best day of
the year for the managers, indicates the
Improved conditlons which general busi.
ness prosperity is rapidly restoring. And
each houses in New York gives two per-
formances to-day.

Bryanism in Long Clothes,

The Democrats of Springfleld, Mass., have
nominated a candidate for Mayor on a plat-
form which eries for the municipal owner.
ship of gas, electricity, and street railroads.
The mun who offered the resolutions advo-
cated them on the ground, among others,
that ** municipal ownership is In line with
national ownership, which is coming to
the front in the near future as A national
question.” Only “afew scattering nays"
were cast agalnst this platform.

In Springfield, which most people would
regard as n conservative town, the Democ-
racy is committed to a policy of munic-
ipal ownership, as a preparation for natlon-
al ownership, of certain conveniencies or ne-
cessitles, This policy, once started, can-
not stop at any limits assigned to it now.
Municipal and national bake shops, buteh-
er shops, beer shops must come If the gen-
timental and demagogic clamor about
“ franchises” goes on. A terrible, all-med-
dling, all-powerful socialist State, control-
ling all the means of production and dis-
tribution, is the logleal result of sucha
policy ns the Springfleld Demoerats have
jauntily announced.

Bryanism grows worse as it grows older,

In & pamphlet entitled * The Rent-Pro-
ducing Capneity of Cuba,” Scilor Fipen .
Prerma opposes the plan that the Cubans shall
pay to Spain a heavy warlndemnity in exchange
for the recognition of thelr independence,

In Sefior Pierra's opinfon $100,000,000 is
heavy burden to impose upon the republio of
Cuba as its initial national debt. The wealth of
the Ialand, very much overestimated by Spaniah
writers, has beon destroyed almost totally by
the war, The population has heen greatly re-
duced, and the community's eredit cannot be
refatablished for several yearas after peace is
won, How could 1,400,000 inhabltants, a 1ib-
eral estimate of Cnba's population at the end of
the present war, pay off a debt amounting to
£71 per capltal

Sofor Pimrpra polnts out the fact that Chili,

b 2k
by a proceas which may be thought kinder
to industrial dependence, whatever that is,
than to eivil liberty. The functions of the
Government are to be extended, Nothing
less eould be expected of a Federal party.
Property rights are not to be affected, It
is really pleasant to find somebody in the
new party line who 1s willing to grant that
property has any rights, The new Federal-
ists are unexpectedly conservative.

The elevation of depressed indostry is to
be brought about by means of an amend-
ment to the Constitution. A simple rem-
edy, the Inevitable preamble of a new
party. Industry, depressed to earth, is to
rise agnin through a Constitutional amend-
ment which provides that the Industries of
the country, duly and broadly classified,
shall bave immediate representation in
Congress, sald representatives, arranged in
departments llke a monopolist stors, to be
chosen by the depressed Industriallsts in
each classifled industry, agriculture, com-
merce, flsh, and 80 on. From these de-
partments or compartments of depressed
Industry are to come “all administrative
powers required to conduct the industries
of the country,” Conatitutlonal conduct of
industries Is not only to make American
industries flourish llke & green bay tree,
but, in the opinlon of the new Federalist or
Federalists, * it will be an advance In gov-
ernmental selence,"”

Posslbly the people arenot yet sufficlently
advanced to make this advance. Still, there
is something attractive about these depart-
ments of industry elevalors,

The Theatre as a Barometer of Trade,

Thanksglving Day is traditionally the
best day in the year for theatre mausgers,
if not always for their patrons, It is a
somewhat slgoificant circumstance this
year, an evidence of returning prosperity,
that the principal theatres have been
crowded recently to repletion, and the fa-
millar slgn * Last Nights" Is not to be ob-
served In the announcements of the chief
places of amusement, At least five of the
principal houses have been playing to what
is called in the phrasevlogy of the box
office " standing room only." This desig-
nation, long in use, has not always the
merit of mccuracy; for, when theatrical
business ls very good and public patronage
is nbnormally large, there is not even any
standing room, The old phrase, however,
has been 50 long in use that it hus come to
have a special significance,

Usually when theatrical business is lan.
gulshivg, managers scck to attract audi-
ences by announcements concerning either
the close of the current bill or the lmmi.
nence of the substitution of a new bill,
When public patronage is liberal, ns s now
the case, no such announcements are made,
A perusal of the advertisements of some of
the leading thestres shows that not before
in many years have there been B0 many
houses in New York with & clear fleld and
without wunderlined future attractions,
This Is Invariably a sign of good business,
of returning prosperity nud of the restora.
tlon of those material conditions which are
most favorable to genernl business,

Another Inevitable sign of assured pros
perity retlected in the patronage of theatres
In large clties, in the character of the enter-
talnments offered, When times are bad,
when the current of busluess husslackened,
when the pressure of obligationsoverdue ls
heavy und the means of meeting them are
scant, it is found uniformly that light, friv.
olous, diverting, and nonsensical entertain.
wents predominate, bringing o surcease of
care and distracting the sttentlom of
theatregoers from more serious matters,

Colombia, and the Argentine Republic, all hav-
log larger populations than Cuba's and richer
lands, have smaller debts in proportion to their
ront-producing capacity and the number of their
inhabltants, It is sad, he remarks, to have to
pay such an enormous indemnity after so many
sacrifices of blood and treasure for the recogni-
tion of Cuba’s right to freedom.

Grorce FREDERICK WrILLiaMa of Massachu-
petts has the most beautiful collection of defonts of
any man o polithes,—Jroy 3

Troy Interfered with the gods more than once
nnd with the Greeks once, and was punished for
it. Has Troy lenrned nothing? The mliddie
name of one of the most modest stntosmen in
Dodham, Mass,, 18 not ** FREDERICK," but piain
“Frep."” *Freprick" savorsof the feudal
and the plutocratic, the robber barons, and the
money lords, Plain ** Frep" ls approprinte to s
plain *friend of the plain people,” Mr. Wi~
L1AMS s tnuch more friendly to the * people™
than the “peoaple” are to him, but that I no
roason why Troy should try to rab him of his just
name. Nor is It true that he has a collection of
defents. When he seems to be beaten, the
“poople’ are beaten. Ask him,

The Hon, Evciip MARTIN, & Nebraska
National Democrat of fame. says: " If Bryan-
ism remains supremo I shall be a Republican,”
An HBryanism does remaln supreme, it is time
for Mr. ManTiv to earry out his resolution.
National Democratsare gotting to be the lone-
liest things on earth.

Wo have Loo many statesmen like that Pu';m-
Hat who, after makiog the welkin roar in behalfl of
the referendum, wrote (o a nowspaper to ask what
the referendum meant,—Philadelphia Ledyer.

How can thore bo too many such statesmen §
How can thero be enough? Youn micht ae
well say that we could over hoar or have
enough of the referendum. The charm of
the referendum to highly postic natures
is the beauty and the mystery of Its
name, Awmsociated with the equally fascinatiog
pamwe of Initintive it becomes the dream snd
hope of milllons. “In Xanadu did Kvsta
Knan." Would this be improved by substitut-
ing *in Canada did Jusa Cooxs 1" Who cares
what referendum means! It means to the
ear of & Judiclous hearer a thousand things
utterable and & milllon unutterable, If
MirroN had heard of the Initiative annd ref-
erondum he would have put them on the map,
They have more Lthan the musio of Javan and
Guadire, of Ormus or of Ind, CoLERIDGE would
have woven s garment of plpe dreams around
thom, Por would have made thom n magioal
dark poem of refraing, KirriNo may got bold of
thom yot,

ANe " orderad blm to
b T NI A ATRIcls ge, ordered biem

A long reat for Mr, CAINE must moan that he
Is writing snotber long book. A long rest for
the rost of the community mweans that he hus
promised not to write.

Our esteemed contemporary, the Clarks.
ville Times, unites with cortaln other hopeful
caleulstors of polltical nativities in nominating
the Hon, Canren Hanuisoy of Chiongo as
the Democratic candidate for Presldent In
1900, Mr., HapmmwoN s an nctive young
man, and he Is surrounded by a i
of statesmon, but If It bo true that bo dis
charged an elevator boy In the Chicago Clty
Hall for the erime of not knowlng him by sight,
he will bave to learn to bo & trifle loss rash and
sudden before he can be conslderod us an fw-
portant politlcal quantlty. Torses, llght or
dark, must not be allowed to kick upon tou Hght
provooation,

A Just man struggling with the storm of
politivs and his own powerful ideas may be
pitied, If mot helped, on Thankegiving Day,
Buch a man {s the Hon TRoMAS JONES-JONEY,
Governor of Arkansas, Mr, JONESJONES Wopl
Inst Thanksgiving, snd bhe has wade solemn
proclamation of his intentlon Lo weop wedey.
Casting hls penetrating eye over the couns
try, the Hon., THoMAN JoxeEs-JONFEA canoob
flud prosperity. *“Whore s prosperity 1"
be cries, *“The Money Devil may be pros
perous, He usually 1s, Ho batlens on Lhe
blood of the plain people. Are they prosper
ous! They never will be untll we have 16 1L0 1,

" and comsaquently

fal for,” Bo the Hon. Troman Jowss:
Jowes whimpers and sulks. Turkey is a sor
row to him. If he will abide cranbarry saues, it
s for the hope of congenial sourness. More
thian the hopo of the * tolling masses' has been
ruined In JoxwsJoNma's opinion. Nohody
was killod an the big football gamios® Josmes
Jowms hates football an If It ware an honest dol-
1ar, Don't forget to make due libation of lce-
water to-day in honor of JoN®s-JoxEs,

VAN o says "1
Boy, | ar jmash“ ¥a guoas there are

Yon know not BoLomox and deny all his glory.
Unigue, unrivalled, unapproachable, unparal-
leled, unlimited, the Hon. Bon Vax Praro
glittors among and above tho ordinary atates.
men, oxtraordinary elsewhaore, of Chicago, oven
an the moon among the minor stars. Joun
Powena weara Lthe red light of Mars, Hinky
Dink {s the distant but impressive Aldebaran,
Patim Hovse Jors Imitates the cold and billous
lght without light of Baturn, All the rost
togethor and all the myrind milky ways of all
theso * sparklers” and bosom glasses and rings
of price nre, compered with the fulgence, re-
fulgenoce and effulgence of Bow Vax Puaan, an
the pale bronze hend of Tom WaTsoxX (s to the
primeval fires that baked the world,

The descriptions of the garb donned by
the Hon. WiLtiam Jexxivas Bryax, leading
Juvenilein the melodramaof ¥ The Silver King,"
when he witched Missourl with noble foothalls
ship lant Tuesdny, cannot be trusted,  In some
respoots Lthoy are Intrinsfeally improbable, No
good man need refuse to believe that the hervle
form of the leading Juvenile was draped “ina
striped aweater” when he strode upon the fleld
of fame. No good man can be Induced by argu-
mients or turtures to believe that the herole form
wasndraped In a swoaterof * old gold and black."
Black it might put on as a slgn agalnst prospers
ity, Gold, the accursed livery of the Money
Kings, it would not paint itself with In hoalth or
in diseass, The leading juvenlle's motley con-
slated of blue and silver, 10 stripes to 1. Blue
for regret and silver for immortal hope.

Nreaking ‘*the Endiess Chaim.™

To vur Epiton oF Tne Sun—2Sir: The vigoroua edito-
rial in this morniog's issue, in which the procesa of
breaking the * endiosa chiuin ' 1a sot forth ao that any
one may understand it contains one polnt upon
which there la llkely to be a difference of opinlon
sufMeclent to defeat the proposed measure which you
properly regard the bLest thint can atpresent be de-
vised with hope of success. I refer tothe proviso to
repoal the ack of May 31, 1HTH,

A eareful reading of that act will show that, Inaddl-
tion to dircoting the rel of the g ka once
red d, it also proh the cancellation of the
notes provided for In the Hesumption act of 1875;
consequontly the ropeal of the act of 16878 would per-
mit (If not actually direit) the cancellation of notes
redeemad In coln.

It appears wise, therefore, to eliminate from the
proposed this repealing clavse; fodeed no
mention whatsoever nesd be made of the act of 1878,
sinoe the compulsory ot d notes can
be abrogated without such reference. The simplost
proposl to lish the purposs appears to be
that embodied in the subjolned bill, Introduced Iast
July by the Hon, John Murray Mitchell, and now be-
fors the Banking and Currency Committes of the
House of Representatives. (GALLATINUN.

New Yonx, Nov, 28, 1607,

A BILL TO ESTABLIOH A CURRENCY REAKRVE FUNL,

e it pnected by the Benate and House of Repressn:
tatives of the United States of America in Congross
assembled: That there shall be established in the
Degiartment of the Treasury a fund, to be deslgnated
and koown as the ** Curn roserve fund,” 1o be
kept saparate from all other funds or moneys in the
Treasury, and to be scoounted for distinotly from the
geners! cash In the Tressury; provided, however,
that the aald fund, or

any part thereof, may be held
in any Sun-Treasury, m.l:ll, or assay office of tho
Unitod States.

Skc. 2. That the Bocretary of the Treasury shall, lm-
distely after the p ge of thls act, deposit and
¥ intu sald fund, out of the moneys now In the

reasury, the sum of one bundred and fifty millions
of dollars; of which sum not over oue hundred mil-
lion aball copsint of gold coin or bullion reserved for
redemption of TUnolted States notes (the sald bul-
lon to be converted Into coin as speedily as may by,
and the remalnder of sald sum shail conalst of equal
amounts of United States notes and of Treasury notes
of 1800, And the sald Secretary of the Treasury shall
further deposit and pay Luto the sald fund, from time
to time, any gold vuin or bullion, United Stat s
noted, or 'I'n-uurz notes of 1800, in the Tresaury In
oxcess of neash balance of 870,000,000 (an d cash
balance to be determined fn the same manner in
which It s now determined), nutil the ns aata
a  ouotinthesald fund shall smount to §200,000,000;
Brovh!ed. that untll the sald som of §200,000.-

00 shall have been depoalted in sald fund no bonda
of the United ftates not actually due and payable
shall be purchased or redesmed.

See, 8, That whenever any United States notes or
Treasiry notes of 1800 are preaentad for medemption
in gold coin they shall be redeemed out of the gold
colo beld in sald fund, and an amount of such notes
riual tothe 80 red d ahall e deposited In
the fund, so that theamotunt of money held o sald fund
slinll never be diminlebed: and none of sald notes
ahall be reissued for any purpose whatsoever except
In exchange for a llke smount of guld coin or gold
bulllon to be deposited 1o sald fund; and it s fur-
ther provided that the Secrctary of the Treasury mny,
aud he ls bereby authorlzed 80, exchange gold cuin
hold In the general cash of the Treasury fornotes
held in the fand; and he 18 hereby further authorized
to exchange notes of one denomination for s lke
amount of potes of snother denomination, or notes
of one of the two olasses, for allke amount of notes
of the other cless, and may replace noles worn or
unfit for olrouiation by new notes of the snmin class;
bt none of thess exchanges shiall at any time dbmin.
fahi the amount of money o be held in the sald fund,

Bec. 4. That all authority whatsoever for the lssne
or relssus of certificates for deposits of gold colnor
gold bulllon Is hereby rescinded.

See, b, That all actaor parts of seta nconelstens
with the provislons of thia act are hereby repeaied,

The Gebbler's Address.

Frienda and Fellow Sufferers.
1 come not bero to talk.
You know too well

Thoe story of our thralldom.
Weo are slaves;

The bright sun rises to his course and lights

A race of alaves—op & treol

He sete, and his last beams fall on aslave—
Gulng to roost!

Not such as swept alomg by the full tide of power
The vougueror Ind to crimson glory

And undying fame,

Hut base Tuanksgiving slaves

Whose erimson glory {s no more

Than cranborries,

Mingled with the pals cast

of celery,

And whose martial cloak

And winding sheet

Are oysters and gravy,

Buoh shames are common,

Dut 1 have koown decpor wWrongs.

1 that speak to you,

1 liad & brother ouoe,

A 100 loo bird,

Full of bronge feathern and nops,

And with s gobble in his mauly bosom

Like the melodious plesaing

Of s blg bass drum,

How | loved that gracions boy!

Younger by fifteen h

Brother at once and son.

Ho loft my sldo,

An sutomn bloom on his

Waving wattles

And astrut tn his proud and haughty tread.
In one short hour

That pretty, barmless bird was slaln,
Butohered to make s human holldayl
Gods | can s turkey long debate
‘Which of the two to choose,
Thanksgiving or Death?

And I am told that veugoanos ia not ours!
Oh, peors of mipe,

To you I must unload my grief.

It you bave tears o alind,

Prepare to shod them uow!

Are wo Lo boar the (lls we have,

Or fiy to others that we wob not of P
My valoe lastill for war |

Bouse, yo Turkeys!

Rouse, yo alaves!

Have yo (st pons?

Louk at the pext Thanksgiviog

To see them dle!

Have yo tender daughters 7

Look Lo see them Lorn from your arim,
Aud carried to the shambiles,

And if yo dare call for Justice,

He snswersd by their hash |

Vet this is thus,

And thls Thanksgiviag law !

w. L L

The Christmas number of Neribner's Magazine
makes its appearance with a cover distiovtly Christ-
was ¥, though not conventonally so, The contenis
are as tinely as the cover. Mr. Frost gives hiscon.
oeption of the Christmas “alide " In * Plokwiok,"
and Mr, Heury Vau Dyke tells & Christumas story,
Hudyard Kipling affords a poeu, Joel Chiandler llar-
rla & srory, Cosmo Markhouse tellp abopt Sir Edward
Yaynter, Prealdest of the Lritlsh Hoyal Acsdemy,
ond J. Juasell Taylor bas & poem. Guy Welniore
Carryl, Walter Wyckofr, RBobert Horrlek, Barab Harn
well Elllott, Charles Preacott Bherman, Whitoomb
Hiley, W. M. Browne, and Clars E. Leughlls are other
eopiritutors (0 & ploasiog numbes

something bo b |

consintient Noemenciainre,

To rae Eorron or Tie Bon—S8ir: I think
attention should be drawn to the peculiar deslgs
nations ndopted for the artista’ namoes on the
lists proposod for the new Acadomy of Dosign.
In the oases of Raphnel, Michasl Angelo, and
Titlan only the baptismal names aro used, withe
out the family names, Santl, Buonarottl, Ve
colll. 1t 18 am if wo should place upon one of
our natlonal structures the names of George,
Danlel, and Benjamin, taking for granted thad
the Intelligence of the reader would mupply
Washington, Webstor, and Franklin an the
most noted mon of 1hose names, 1n fact, thewe
national names could wore ensily taken for
granted than the othors, ainoe Lthey are so muock
m familine tonll,

Qﬁlh Mlohnel Angelo, no doubt Huonarotti s
tatendod, though three men named Michoel Ans
golo appear as importapt painters of the slxe

conth and seventeenth conturies, The name of

taphie] occura also moro than onee,

With Ghiriandajo the n]il'uﬂlllﬂ ruleisndopled
it I the family name; nnd while Tominico is n
doubit meant,thore are two of hi - [brothers known
In the history of painting  Hoitleolll s only am
sdopted namo, and that Claude Gellée should
bo simply oalled ** Lorraine,” that is to say, the
person ming m Loreaine, scomy very
sLrango. og\'a wonld not think {t proper to desig=
nate a distingulshed porson from New Yor
slinply ms “the New Yorker” instend of giving

by ﬂﬂ“«l’é"f{mnm nlmost Indiorous whem
Jacopo ltnhnnl'.i n{mnnn as Tintoretto, hls nleks
patie, *“the little dyer.” As if we shonld in=
seribe Abyahnm Lincoln on u public monumont
08 " the ralleplitter,” or Presidont Giarflold os
“the towpath boy.' Huch s liberty would very
propoecly nrouse public indignution,

A grent edueationsl Institution llke the Acads
emy of Dosfgn,ln reforring in a public manner to
the most famous representative men of 1ts pro=
fossion, should present their nnmes in a form
which i3 not only correct but dignifed.

Vasann

Niw Youk, Nov, 24,
LONDON'S FIRE SERVICE,

A Defence of Kiritlah Mothoda Agninst Yankes
Arpersions,

ToTne Emron o Tne 8uNn—Sir: Your cor-
reapondent, Chartes T, Hills, writing under the
eaption “London Fires and New York Fires,”
takes himself altogethor too serfously,

Think of & man gravely discussing a despateh
which says that the Fire Department of the
world's largest cily takes twenty minutes te
reach n fire!

Why, even a messenger boy could have walked
to and from the nearby tire station in loss time,

even bhind he forgotien the numorous telegraph
offlees opposite the burning hullding.

Mr. 11iils neod not havoe inthnnted that he had
never secn the proctical working of the London
depurtiment, for that is evident upon the face of
bis lotter, His aec urney may bo judged by his
funciful statemwent. that * the policeman proba-
by ran (o the nearcst fre station,” when the
despateh, upon which he places so  much

ence, oxproessly <avas the policeman did not
dure to lenve his post” and could give the alarm
ou!{' with hils " penny (1) whintle,'

The time occupicd by all the detalls ﬁ-m{r
amusing correspondent discussen is so lttle
thint, when the writer's house in tho suburbs of
Landon was burned s few yonrs ago, the ongloes
were working three minutes aftor the fire wos
discovored. To us In New York thin s not es-
pecinlly quick, and any Englishman who has
obmerved the two systems without projudice
will admit the inferiority of hisown, Hut it is
not the burlvsque shiow Mr. Hills writes it down,
If it wore, B20,000,000 tires might be the daily
occurrence e sevins to linnglne they are,

What the London Fire Depariment needs in n
better paid service. There, us in her Pollee Do-
partment, she §s tnulty, 1t please don'allow
such misstatetments 16 go unchelle ngusd, Thave
several friends In London who read The Svx,
and they might snlcker. Warten LEvont.

BrookLys, N, Y., Nov. 21,

—_—
His Flual €,
From the Minncapolis Tribupe,

There is a cortain young man In this eity hes
longing to the Four Hundred who docs not call
on a coertaln young lndy of hils set any more, and
the groat hired-gir]l question is at the bottom of
the tronhle. The young mnn nuld three com-
panions, in their corts to add to their fund of
worldly knowlodge, ottended one of thoedances
whore the domestic help nro wont tocongregnte
on Saturday nl* e, nnd they had o very des
lightful time, he young mun in question paid
minrked nottention to n potite voung lady,
but Pluade:l a previons engagement when
the time to escort the young ladies howe
arrived, The other evening, in glanein
over his list of engagements, he dscovers
that it was about time to return a party eail dug
n young lady, und started out to fultll his ens
gagomwent. He arrived at the house snd THI:F
the bell, The door wias openel by the najd
who looked at the young man for s minute, I'l'IIl-[
thon aald:

“Gond eracions, you must nol come to the
front door to see mes the help must recolve theie
company at the buck door,”

t was tho polite young Indy of the < ryvanta®
hall, and the young mnn_ fell off the steps in his
hurry to leave, and thix s the ronson why n cor-
tain young man cally po more on a certiin
youmny lady.

Versnililny.

From the Chicago Dadly Triliune,

* Mister, please give men fow conts to Lny
somoething (o eat. baven't bad n blle fur twe
dags, and I'in—-"'

ut the muan bad passed on,

* Minter, won't you pleasi: give me o fow conts
to buy w loaf of brew! Cie e pore old mother ?
She's hungrey, nnd there oun't eon any coal in
the house tur—"'

But this man also lad posssl an,

* Mister, won't you please give mnn fow cents
fur me blind father! He haln't got no use of
bl legs, and—"

The thied man likewise hind fulled to yield up,

* Mister, won't you pleaso bo so kind ns1ogive
a few conts to a pore orphan that baln’t zot no
bome, ind hain't had, nothin® 1o cat sence lasg
Friduy, und can't —'

N response,
to hour him. .

* Mister, won'l vou plonse give a few cents to
o man Lhat's dyln’ of thirstt I Lain't had s
whiskey fur three doys, wnd o gl ¥ nonr—
Thanks ! Mav hoaven bloss vou, sie !

Tho fourth man had not scemed

An Infaliibie Hard-Winter Sign.
From the Buffalo Evening Times

BaTtavia, Nov. 92.—0n Friday of last week &
son wan born 10 Mr, and Mres, Goorge Waterinan
of Sonth Byron, & scettlewment about ten mlles
distant,  The advent of (his youngster has
eaused n considernble comntion in and nrounid
that village, ‘The rearon is becanse the child
catie into the world with a fine rr-uwtll of halr
on {ts head, The enpillory paich which covers
the Infant's head s six inchea in length and
quite thick,

A resbdent of South Byron, who fs inclined to
draw mornls from sll nppenings, declares thnt
the ‘llu!nnrm-nnl wrowih of bair on this Infant's
hend s w sure Indicntion that o severs wintor is
in prospect,  Soaure s thisman of the trath of
his prognostivations that he wpent oll of Saturs
duy fn lnying inan cxtra supply of fucl for Lthe
coming mont b,

Hadly Frigitoned by an Echo,
From the (actanati Enguirer,

Lomevinee, Ky., Nov, 21, <Engineer Frank
Huring, who hml.lﬁhl the Big Four train (rom
North Vernon to-night, had tho most feighttul
experience of Lis 1fe. It was his Nrst run on
the rona, nod he was not informod as to the
myateries of ' Eeho Cul,' o spol (eared by train-
men, foonted near MeNah's Station, Ind. As
the truin entered Echo Cut Harlng blow hils
whistle several thoes, and in o sevond the sound
of pru]unfr--{ whintling, evidently trom a train
nhewd of him fo the ent, coma bsek, He gulekly
reveraod lils uurlno. and, with bis whistle throts
tie wide open, brought the train to s standstill,
He wan completely prasteated by the strain he
boad undercone, Hoving brought his train on
to the city, he was somowhat orestfullon when
told that the supposed warning whistlo was sline
ply nu echo,

—t—

A Fouutinin In & Stemp,
Frum the Richmond Regiater,

1. W.and J. M. Cornelison report a ourions
phenomenon on tho farm of T, J, Bmith, twe
miles fromn town, on the Lancastor pike. Om
cutting down o large elm troe, thoy wers astons
ished 1o soe a stream of water gush ont of the
stump nnd fall In sparkling spray like water
from a fountain, This wus two wooks sgo, and

there hins bocn no oessntion of the flow. The
suppnsition ds thot thero isa spr'ng beneath the
tree, Lo which treo worius during the drought
wade an artiftcial chaunel, ond when tho troee

waas cut Lhe waler found n way of escaplng.

TLumps of Lusclonsness for (he 'Possam,

From the Albany Gy Herald.

Porsimmons are fast getting vlpo and mellow,
and will soon becotue pendant Jutips of criamwy
Tupcionsnens it for tho palites of tho most (ags
tinfous epleure oxtunt,  Aside from thoir e
licious Havor, the perdimwon dederves Lhe
decpest roverence of overy Lvor tia eracker un
aocount of the leading purt it playa in keeplng
Lr'er 'possun’s sldes round snd (a0 throukbont
the winter,

Noe Amons,

Frow the Kansas City Journal,

The conviers of the penitentiary are siiil wondering
it County Attortoy Miller of Wyandotle, who s
Mvered an adidress beforoe theim In the prdson chapel
it bong ago. was Joking when he startod out Ly sy
Wi, 1 am glad to see you all o 1o slay.*

et Vadorsimnd.

Fraw the HBoaton Traveller
*0h, Clareose," vselaled M MeMride as ber

IINII.‘I#ilf .'s""d e Louss, *baby's cul & twoih."
hy do you lot ber play with kuives 2" sakod the
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