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B- FsMUflPlEyS, LAST TRIP.

H hjs iVRMita potsx fob a tovxq
Kf JIUJV OJT TUB BUttDBK.

It , Hnpstne In lb" Dnjrs When Smasgllns- -

Hr" , on Canaan Intn Nrtkrrn Nan rk
Hk" a ReoMlable OeeniMitlon An Innneper's
KjjP1 H ISaen Tuunel-- an Bictllna Drlf at Xiaat.

Hi Jn the smoking compartment of a Montreal
? sleeper, bound for New York one night last

Km .week were halt a dozen men dlsouislng politics,

service of the rood, and tho poislblo annexe- -

f.tion of Canada. As the train ran across the
Into the Unltod States one of the mon

MK looked 01 of the window with the Interest of
Kg!" a man seeking familiar scenes. There was Just
E$L light enough for him to see that tho long ditch- -

Wm marked farms of Canada, Jwlth their stone
npi bouses, had been left behind, and that the less
E& picturesque farms of the States stretched
IKE out from the track. Settling himself bock In

l& his seat and Including the other smokers In
'$& fils audience he said:
KS. "Vnil country hasn't changed In twenty-fiv- e

HP' yean, except for the Introduction of this rail- -

)&. toad. I was born in this neighborhood, and ol- -

'J&, though It sounds like a queer admission, up to
ivj the time T was 22 years old I spent much of my
vm. time In smuggling whiskey, brandy, and alcc--
fffi hoi across tho linos. For various reasons thoro

. isn't much of this sort of thing dono now.
W. Probably the chief reason is that it doosn't pay,
ijb ,and then again, it Is not looked upon as re- -

M- - spectable. My father was engaged In the
&'. tame business beforo me, and several of our

Sft, neighbors, good churchmen, were In It up to
WL their eyes, and It la not strange that my con- -

wt, science didn't begin to work on this subject
',m until one of the respected citizens of a near-b-y

ff. ' town was convicted and sent to prison for
ftWf smuggling. The Government mado an cxanv
rift plo of him, and although all of his acquaint- -

km1 knees rogretted.lt at tho time, it has proroa a
II' ffood thing.
jt , "Didn't the customs offlcors interforet Well,
'$; come of them did conscientiously when they
& 'sot a chance, and there were plenty of them

f.r. ' all alone this line who only mado a bluff of in- -

S torfertng that deceived no one oxcept tho Gov- -

Jsj ornment. I knew ono offlcor who was In the
business himself. As a young man I thought

- that smuggling was all right, and it never oo- -

3jg curred to me that I was a thlof. I haven't
ff done any of It since. Coming through this ro- -

j: "glon has brought bock somo of tho old expert- -

SM ances. There wero then, and I havo hoard
. J that there aro now, many stores built along

My the line, so that ono-ha- sliould bo In Canada
I'SE and the other In New York State. This made It
S'j$j cosy to smuggle In small.artlclos, but at the samo
R$9K time the customs ofllcera had to watch these
I$Ht'' ' Stores closely or loso their Jobs.

SsL "I worked a better scheme than that. When
jjj J was 10 years old my father, whose farm was
&' In the neighborhood, gave mo a fast marc.
5j tEhe was very fast for thoso days, though she
H 'wouldn't be worth talking about now. I built a

'., light gig for her. and I defied
Sffii every officer along the lino to catch mo. They
fx$. all knew that I was smuggling, but nono of
;$fe them could get the proof. My method was
'& "simple. I would leavo homo about dusk In
Hji tny gig and drlvo leisurely across tho lino to a
W-- ltttlo stono hotel, whero I rccelvod my liquor.
sSf The placo was known to bo a depot for smug--

3S plors, and suspicion was always directed
RjjP toward anv man who frequented It. Tho pro- -

j&" prtetor was a French-Canadia- and as shifty"
;W aj an Indian. On tho ground floor of his houso
5fl was a dingy dining room and opening into it a
jd very respoctnblo barroom for Locr Canada.
W The bar Itself was of mahogany, and back of it
ME Stood an imposing nrray of ulo kegs. Tho pro- -

.';f prletor's nsmo nas Dumas, nnd hu imagination
S. was as fortllo ns that of his illustrious nanio- -
gfe lake. It pleased him to fonl tho customs olll- -

?a- eera and he did it in many different ways.
s& Dumas kept his liquors In long,

Jtfgs in his cellar. There was no roason why
be shouldn't have as big it stock on band as hofv chose, and whenever Inquisitive, customs olll-ce-

camo over the line on npylng expeditions
Dumas was ready to take tbcm into bis cellar

"jS; and exhibit his stock. Not until flvo years
,SE After I bad left the smuggling business did thes5 Ulcers discover that ono blc cask In Human's

"" cellar was simply n, blind thnt concealed tho

' ' if i ii "'.-- !'- - .. .....-i- r
entrance to tunnel that ran to ths bora thktr
or forty feet back from the house .

"That was the keynote of the smuggling
Time and again I hove sat In Dnmas's

arroom drinking lale with 'follows whom I
knew to be spotters sent to keep tabs on me,
while- Dumas s man, Madore, has softly rollod
my keg of liquor through tho tunnel arid Into
tbo barn. My gig was fitted up with three
heavy straps, so arranged that a keg could be
held by them clore up under the seat. )y slip-
ping tho strnps clear to qno vldo I could ratify
drop the keg If I were closely prosoed. When
everything had been arranged Mofloro would
como into tbo barroom whistling. That was
ray cue to order my horse hitched up. When
that was dono I would saunter out to the bar,
get into my gig and orlvo out by a back road.
Once started I know that no customs ofllrcr
could catch me. Tho customs spotters who
knew that Dumas kept his liquors in his cellar,
and who had watched me all the time and had
seen nothing taken from the cellar, concluded
that I had been bluffed out. Time nnd again I
workod that patno and many a long dark ride
I lmo taken to hind mr sturr safely. It tbo
ofllicrs decided to guard a certain road I bad

friends who nould tip mo off, and tome-me- s

I have been forced to drive ten or fifteen
miles out of my way to evado them. One nlgbt
when two of ihem got after mo and my horso
was tired out I saw that I was bound to bo
ovorhnulod. I drove into the ditch, slipped
my straps and dropped tho keg, and then I
Jogged along waiting to bo overtaken. On
camo tho two officers with their horse blowing
heavily.

" 'Halt now,' shouted one of thorn, 'or we will
shoot. WoVo got you this time,"

" 'What do you meant' I auswered, stopping
my horse.

'Tlio ofllcers drew up alongside, examined
roy gig and tockcts&nd then the spokesman
said:" 'That's all right. You can go ahead. We
vtoro Just fooling.'

"I told thorn that they could go ahead and I
would follow when I got good and ready. Off
they drove swearing at themselves nnd at me,
anil as soon as they wero out of hearing I drove
back, picked up my keg and landed It safely,

"Tbo Government knew well enough that
thcro was smuggling going on up hero, and
they sent along a special agent to spy It out.
He was a smooth one, and ho nearly got me.
This fellow his nnmo was Dart went direct
to Dumus's place and said that ho had got Into
a ltttlo trouble In the States, and ha wanted
Dumas to take caro of him until it blew over.
Tnat flattered Dumas's pride, and the old man
took him In nnd made much of htm. Dart and
Dumas became great chums. They went duck
hunting together, they Ashed and drank to-
gether. As soon as I saw Dart I suspected
him, nnd bo wasn't slow in guoslng what
brought mo to soe Dumas so regularly. Dart
tried to pump me by being hall follow and by
cursing tbo customs officers. I was only a boy,
but I wasn't so cosily caught as all that. I
defended tho customs mon and condemned
smuggling. Dart Just wlnkod bis left eyo in a
knowing sort of way. Fortunately, as It
turned out, Dumas didn't glvo awny his tunnel.
Ho admitted to Dart that his placo was a head-
quarters for smugglers, out ho didn't commit
hlmsolf any further,

"I had mado three successful trips whllo
Dart nas staying with Dumas, and I guess that
my success had made roe a bit careless. My
fourth trip was tho last smnggllng cxpodltlon
that 1 over engaged in, and It came so near D-
oing my finish in all ways that It thoroughly
frightcnod mo. It was n cold, nasty night In
October, and I reached Dumas s placo about R
o'clock. Dart was sitting In tho bar. and I
Joined him. Wo drank mora than tho usual
quantity of ale, and when Madore came In
whistling to tndlcato that my keg was strapped
on tho gig I said:'" Well, Dart, I'm going Just as soon as Madore
can hitch up.'

" 'I think I'll take a little horseback ride
myself,' ho answered, 'and see If I can't clear
mv head of this nlo.'

"This dlsturbod me, for I couldn't say any-
thing for fear bo might get on to the right track
nnd suspect my gig. I have slnco thought that
Dart suspected tbnt I picked up my goods
somowhero along the road, nnd ho expected to
detect mo In tho act. I hurried out of the
bam and drovo out JUst as Dart camo out of the
barroom to got his horso saddled.

"Throo miles down the road nnd Just after Ihad crossed tho line I hoard a horso galloping
behind inc. I know It was Dart, and that he
would overhaul mo unless I could roach a forka mile nbeud and confuse him as to which road
I had token. I whipped up mv mare and ws
flew. As I looked ovor her head Into tho dark-
ness I saw n light that was ovldontly a lantern
Just about whero tho forks of tbo road were.
Dart had cornered me. I knew it. As soon as
I saw that lantern I knew that revenue offi-
cers wero with It. I couldn't Blip my kog

tho straps wero tanglod up. In an In-
stant I hod mado up mv mind hat to do.
There was a fairly lovel field on my left with
no fence on the road. Without stopping my
maro's speed I turnod Into It. My gig bumped
clean oil tho ground. It was rough riding, nutI realized that It v. as my only chanco. Tho
nolso that I made going across that Held
warned Dart and the other officers what hadhappened, and they yelled to mo to nop. Ididn't, and then fnllovt cd a dozen or lunra shots
from their revolvers. The balls whistled over

car head. I don't imow.bow t got to tho woodej
ifomtda scoro of old Wood roads." and selecting
one of them, I walked my horso in and waited.
I heard those fellows beating the bush around
Joe for two hours. I had slipped the keg nnd
'concealed It, but I dldn t want to be captured,
even though they had no evldenco ogolnat mo.
The ofllcers gave It up, nnd I dro0 homo at
davllzbt minus tho keg. My mnro was usod up,
and a friend of mine tipped mo off that tho
irame was up. Dart was a special ngent, and

' he was going to dog me until he got evldenco
enough to arrest me. I thought It nil over, and
I concluded that If I stayed eo near tho Cana-
dian lino the temptation to smugglo a bit
would bo so strong that I should weaken, and
nrobably end by bolng captured. I bud savod

snug little sum. nnd with it I went to New
York I havo lived there since, nnd 1 am
heartily ashamod of my .arly smuggling.

"Dart Is connected with tho Secret Service,
and a few venra ago I met him In the Hoffman
House in Dew York. Durons'a place had been
closed, and Dart, a'ter vtohad a drink together
In remembrance of Dumas's old ale, atd:

" 'Were you emtitrgllng or not the night wo
chased you into the Heldst'

"That question Is outlawed, I answored,
'and you didn't catch me. Let's talk about
something else.'

"(Jomlng over this railroad, whore I once
drove with my smuggled (roods, has brought it
all book to mo. That a all, '

TltArXLZEltB' XLTBXU.V.

Its KVeeatten Is Kol Mads Public ror Iteasons
Which Wilt Da UuilersUoiJ.

From (as St. Lout Rtublte.
The pilgrim allghti-- on tho depot platform of

a small Ohio town shortly boforo midnight. A
hack stood near by a nnd tho
tired traveller was soon en routo to whnt the
driver assured him was the best hotel In town.
When the carriage stopped tho visitor pulled
half a dollar from his pocket and tendered it.

" No, thank you. sir," said the Jehu. " Pleased
to havo accommodated you."

Three minutes later the man had registered.
"Want to goto your room right away, Mr.

Smith I" queried the clerk,
"Yes."
" Well, say," said the clerk, with a mysterious

wink, "how would a good drink of whiskey
strike you before you go to bed I"

"If It's a drink of good whiskey I think It
might be the proper thing," was Mr. Smith's
answer.

The clerk took one with his guest, "Just to ho
soolable," and tho somowhat astonished Mr,
Smith retired.

Next morning Mr. Smith arose with the
sparrows, but the clerk was with him.

"Morning, Mr. Smith," said ho. "FIopo you
slept well. Just going Into breakfast I Say"

anotbi-- r confidential wink "whit do you
think of a nlco cocktail for an npnctlzert"

Mr. Smith, who bellovos In picking up all tho
gold nuggets on which ho stubs bis toes whllo
walking llfo's pithuny, yielded assent. Ho also
woudercd whut kind of a game ho had dis-
covered.

At noon the obsequious clerk was at the
dining room door.

"Would a bottle of beer fit in with your
dinner. Mr. Smith I"

Tho now thoroughly aatonlshod Smith simply
no tded.

That aftornoon be left town. His bill was
simply for bed. breakfast, and dinner. The
whiskey, cocktail, and beer were not In evtdenoe.

At the dopot ho was engaged in conversation
by a somewhat Inebriated Individual who was
proclaiming in vociferous tones the beauties
and glories of the town.

" M'fr'nd. where did you stop I"
Mr. Smith told him." You sh'd been at ozzer house." was the em- -

answer. "Everything free. Flowed with
lqu'r."
Mr. Smith thought be had done protty well in

the spirituous lino and said so.
Then tho ticket agent smiled and said:" If those darned tool hotel keepers don't quit

fighting thoy'll bust thoniselves and make the
brewers independently rich."

Tbo namo of this olyslum Is therefore sup-
pressed out of consideration for tho heirs and
assigns of tho hotel mon.

Why the Whipping Peat Law In Virginia Was
tl'pealed.

From the Boston Herald.
RlCTTMOM). Vo,. Dec, 10. A bill has been pre-

pared and will at once bo Introduced In theVirginia Legislature to rostoro tho whipping
post. This obsoleto ovldonco of barbarity existed
in this State for many years prior to 1881. Its
repeal was due to the fact that under Its opera-
tions a young and protty wlilto girl was flogged
fortbo thoftof apilrof shoes. Tbo story was
published, and such a cry went up all over tho
State thnt the law was soon wiped off thn statuto
books. It was Intended for tho benoflt o' tho
colored population, and enme to Ignominious
and speedy death when a young whlto girl bo-- i
came Its victim.

JUST HAJ), G0Itf TO, IllE I

TALK Or JL 8AJLORHAX Of A OALX
"IX TUB SOVTH BBA.

It Blew Htm t aB iand Where Thrr Were
aavaa-e- Whn rirrd at Ihe Vewsla with
Ballet or ntd Then It Blew Him Awnr

lie Ytontd Like te rind That Island,
No," said the man, sitting listlessly on the

pier, as he puffed away languidly enough at a
pipe of peculiar shape, "No, I ain't got no
boart to epllco myself to hope nnd go to the
Klondiko country. Nor no other country, for
thnt mattor, exrept I git a Job that take me
there and pays mo for It by the month regular.
Co rae.t understand how a man might fall down
n well and romo up with a bucketful of gold,
but I ain't tbo man. That kind of lu(k Is meant
for soiiiobodv else. Once, though, there wasn't
any kind of a snap that I wouldn't undertako ;
but slnto tho setback ogot In the Paclflo ten
yoars ago noxt March I ain't had no wind In
mr sails to speak of and I don't so much a keep
a lookout now to seo which way we're goln'. It
there's land nhojd, nil right; and It there ain't,
ull right just tho same."

Tho man sltl ing on n bag of peanuts adjoining
tho speaker asked n question,

"Didn't you never hear of that! the
mnn in response "I thought everybody
knowo I what a blow I got out there. Of course
I'll toll you If you'd llkotahenr. It happened
down In the IMcllla somewhere, about 160' west.
'JO'HOUth, where tho sea's ns full of lsUndsasa
yellor dog Is of Mens, unil.ns I aid, Just ten
yoirango como noxt Mnrdi. I wasn't In iho
sailor business exactly, bolng n trader on tho
Boastnetld of h nnvlgnlor, nnd.hai in' n friend In
Auckland, Now Zo iland. vtho llkol my stlo, ho
ilxcdnio up with a sailing vessel nnd a crew of
ton mon nnd n skipper, nnd wo went sailing
around among tho Islands of the archipelago
looking for bargains, as It were.

"I guess wed been splnshln' around in tho
water for flvo or slxwcoks or such a matter,
and doln' llko Itiley did with tho hotel when
ono night thu wonther thickened on us. and by
midnight there was a wind that would
tako tho hilr off of the hoad of a barrel, and wo
were sktnnlu' beforo it like n scared dog. Uy
morning there wnsn't any land In sight, some-
thing thnt don't hnppon ofton among nil tbcm
islands scnttcrcd ever; where, and our boat was
mnkln' about forty miles n minute. bntBhowns
gain' nround In circles mostly and tearln' up
the water worse thnii nbull in acblny shop,

" Along In tho nttornoon the wind laid down n
bit, and when wo sighted an island off our
weather bow a kind of beat up to It, or what-
ever thoin sillor Idlers called It, and we got in
under thn lee of It and found a little Imrbo that
looked like It mUbt afford us enough protection
to mskosnino roptlrs after tho wind had got
done bnvlng fun with us. Thero was a chance,
too. thnt wo might And a bargain in something
lavln'nrounl wafting for our arrival.

''It was dark by the time wo got in nnd wo
couldn't toll much what kind of a place It was
oxcont that It wns rocky nnd mount ilnous with
n mncll llko n do id volcano, and It socmed to bo
big enough to accommodate a good many

Wo anchored about thrco hundred
janlu from shore, and though thero was still
more vind than wo cared to havo. it wns not so
bad but thnt wo could keep tho schooner whoro
vo wanted hor.

"There wasn't any signs of Itfo on the island
that wo could soe, but there was plonty of good
water and nico fruit, nnd tho boat that wo sont
off ns soon as wo got sottlca brought back not
only fruit and water, but an animal that looked
as near llko ono of our rabbits ns nnytbing
could look, and that rusted tho samo way. Wo
hod about got ready to turn In, sar at 0 o'clock
that n uht, when wo boird voices of peoplo on
shore veiling in somo queer lnngungo that nono
of us understood. The puoplu didn't seem to
llko us boln' thoro, though, that was plain
enough, and wo begun to send word to them
thnt wo wero all right, and if they didn't
want us wo would get out as soon as
tho weather would permit. It didn't sound
that wny to them, likely, for at midnight they
hnd tilled the shore nnd bad llros burning all
along. Wo could seo thoy wero block and thnt
they didn't wear ony mora clothes thnn wns
needed, and that they wero nrmod with bows
and arrow sand spears and a few old muskets
Ukr-- most of thorn natives bavo. The sen was too
rough ror ttiirn to try to get at us In boats In
tho dark, so they took it out In sllngin' stump
speeches at uh from tbo shore." That's whatthey slung at first, but when wo
began to yell back nt tho howlin' devils they
changed their tactics, nnd nlorg about 3 o'clock
In the morning thoy let off ono or two of tbclr
old musKots with a roar thnt sounded llko war
times. Wo glvo them the laugh on this, but
pretty soon they got tho range, and the first
thing wo got serious about was a shot that
went through our first mato and buried Itsolf
In tho foremast. They wore ounco balls thatwere comln' our wav oior tho wavrs. nnd ovory
tlmoono of them hit tho ship It sounded with
n dull thud that meant business clean
down to tbo bottom of the see. After
tho first fifteen or twenty shots. I don't think
thoy ever missed our bout again, hitting either in
the hull or tho rigging, and six of our men got a
bullot through them somewhoro. Wo got out

- r i

on deck with. oar. and banged awa tea
shots to their one, but they bad tbo whole Island
to hide ln..whll our boat was the only thing
they oonld hit except wind and water, eo they
counted more than we did.

"All the time tho shooting was going on our
skipper was trying to get the ship headed
around so's we could escape ns soon as light
came, for wo would soon bo In tbo soup, we
knew.lt them natives ever got their boats out
and .surrounded us. Our crew was crlpuled,
andlt was n hard Job dodging bullets and work- -
Ing ship, but vtemanngod somehow, nnd just as
soon ns thcro was a bit of light to show us how
to keep otr the rocks wo caught Iho wind that
was still blowing a gnlo nnd lot her go right out
to tho open. Wo wont llko lightning, ton. nnd
the gale got to boa hurricane, and no lost three
men trying to do something with tho sails, nnd
thon we lost tho anils. 'I ho mate died
of his wound, nnd so did four moru
of tbo ere and that got us down to hard pan
nnd tho wind still the stuftln' out of
tho soa and scatterln' It all over tho ship and
tho sky nnd the bosom of tho ocean. I nevor
seen anything llko It, nnd tho skipper said If it
kept up none of us wouldn't eier seo anything
like it again. Two days later ovurything on
deck had been blowed to tho four cor-
ners of tbo compass and thero wnsn't anybody
left but tho sklppor and me and tho cook, a
Cblnymnn Just ornory enough to bo the only
man not to got hurt,

"Tho third day we alghlod a ship, and when
we put up our signals for help tho ship bore
down on us. There wasn't anything to be
dono but for ns to got out our llfuboat then nnd
pull ovor to the vossol that was thero to save
us, nnd we dono so as soon as wo could. Uut It
wns an unlucky day for tho skipper, for as he

Into tho bont ho Inst his halnnco and went
endforemost Into the wnler. I tried to mnko

thoChiiiyman go In after him, but tho heathen
wouldn't, and as I couldn't swim I dnson't. so
tho poor skipper was lost, Thet left tho Chlny-mn- n

nnd mo, and wo got cato aboard tho other
ship, where wo had good caro.

" We didn't loose our ship, though, for thestranger was out of repair herself owing to tho
blow, nnd, as the wind settled that night, she
lay to to fix up n bit. Tho noxt day, sccln our
old achooncr boil In' around In n mighty lono-som- o

way. I asked the Cuptaln If I couldn't hao
n bont and a crew to go over to her and get out
my valuables. He let mo hnvn It. of course, and
when wo got on tbo schooner's deck and begun
to look around we found something that I
hnvon't recovered fro ii jot I notleed first In n
broken timber a nleco of ycllorlsh lookln' metal

. that seemed kind of natural, and, goln' closer to
examine It, I found It wasn't nothing mora or
loss than puro gold. At first I couldn't under-
stand how Hover got there, but a little further
study showed mo that it wits a bullot, and that
It hnd been shot thero by tbcm dorn natives
back nt that island.

"Thnt put an ldoa Into my noddle, and, not
sayln'nword to anybody, I sllppod around and
found nnothcr bullet boln In iho stumpof tho
mast that was loft, I dug into it with u hatchet
and found another cold bullet. Then 1 oliaBed
for nnuthcr ono nnd found It lower down in tho
mast, nnd soon dug out my third ounre. Ily
this timo tho men with mo got onto whnt I wns
doing, nnd mado mo toll them whnt I had found.
Ynu ought to Iihvo seen them after that. It
was worso than n rush to tho Klondike,
for. In n minuto. evory man hnd out hla knlfo
chnsln bullot holes all over that deck. They
dugout all they could find nnd then went over
the sides nnd got out nil thoro was In tho side
of tho ship that had been noxt to the shore. I

doing mv share nt It. und as I hnd tho
hatchet I could do faster work and got out somo- -
tiling like thirty-lli- o bullets, tho rest of them
goltlnc from twcho to twenty n niece. In all
about mOotincos was dug out of the wood, for
the bullets run somo heavier than nn ounco
nplcco. Tho worth of tho lot wn $3,000 when
wo finally got to San Francisco whero woturncd
it Into tho mint.

"Wo cot back to tho other ship nB fast as wo
could, and I told tho Captnln nbout our find and

i what it meant to us nil If wo could get to tho
island nnd open up negotiations with tho na-
tives. It was a plain cnae that they had gold as

I most other people hnd iron, and the used it for
bullets, and that night they must hato shot
nwny SS5.000 worth, counting whnt wont into
our timbers nnd tho men thnt wo lost. Nobody
could tell how much they had fired nt game and
other natives nil their lives, nnd thoro wasn't
any reason for bcllcvihg that tho island wnsn't
full of It and tho fool natives didn't know any
more what It was than to trade It off to us by
tho boat load for any trinkets wo might tako
along with us. It was n bonanza nnd no mis-t-ik-

nnd tbo Captnln got ns enthusiastic as I
was. whllo tho men wore plumb crazy.

"Dutwh t'sthoiiBO tHlklngl I wnsn't born
with a gold island In my mouth, and when It
comes to back to that one, I couldn't
pilot a ship thoro worth n cent. Wo sailed
around looking for tho dcrn thing for n month,
when the Captain couldn't stny no longornnd
then wo went on to San Francisco nnd got n
ship and como back on tho quiet lo king for It
again. No good; no good. Wo Just couldn't
find it. I mado another try for it two years
later, and then I w cnt off on a three years' trad-In- g

trip through China, nnd I Just got Into Now
York four days ago. I ain't got no heart nnv
more, hut I ain't old onough otto quit, nnd If I
llvo till noxt year I'm going to make anothertry. It's got to be tho samo thing though. No
Klondiko or any other strange gods. That Island
Is for me or I'll die lookln' for It."

THE FIRE OF AGUIftB.fr

A mtz-o'-Tur-m- drbadxd X
TBlTEXVBLAjf PJiAiKaUBW,

A Bailtshmaa Whn Waa nrpnethwd by It
and Kearlf Brawn lata it fined ftnscratl-llsa- s

Anant thn raanomrnoa Aeeldeafa
That the rialBsaen Attribute la toreerj.

"It waa 10 o'clock of a moonless night that
Domingo Verato, the llanero, or plainsman, and
I started from camp to ride the last ten miles of
our round," said Edgar Mnystrom, who for
several yoars was engaged In exporting cattle
and bides from Venezuela, "It wan the time
of year when the annual Inundation of the Ori-
noco and its tributary valloys was to bo ex-

pected, and on the broad ranges of Diego Peres
and hi neighbors along tho Apureiltiver, all
hands for weeks past bad been In the saddle
driving-- tho cattle from the river bottoms and
savannas to tho higher plains where they
would'be safe from the freibet. Wo bad lath-
ered all the cattlo we could find late at the
closo of this dav, and had eaten our supper of
broiled bref and tortillas cooked nt a campflre,
Thon, whllo tho other Uaneros drove the stock
toward tho mountains, Verato and I rodo for
the groat bend of the river to seo If thero were
any signs yet of high water.

"Wo had gono perhaps half the distance when
I law off on tho right, at about the lovel of my
eyes, a ball of flamo which, If It bad been on
the ocoan, I should have taken to bo tho star-
board light of a ship. It was rod of color, and
In the darkness that shroudod tho plain It
could not be told whether It was near or far
away. I called my companion's attention to it,
but ho muttered something that I could not
understand, and sheered his horse a little
from the light. As we rode on for a while with-

out spoaklng, I noticed that the light kept
abreast of us. I spoko again,

'"What Is it, Domingo!' I asked, "Let's ride
jvor nnd seo.'

"As I spoke I turned my horso's head toward
tho flame. Tho llanero laid bis hand on my
brldlo rein.

", 'SeCor, In the name of Jesus and Mary and
Joseph, ride straight on,' he said, sworvlng
from tho light as ho quickened his horse's pace.
Do you not know! That light Is the fire of
Agulrre.'

"I had not been years In the pampas country
without having heard of the Ore of Agulrre
tho Ignls-fatuu- s that moves and shifts about
the Vonezuolan pampas, appearing sometimes
as a distant light, and again as a boll of living
flro in tho traveller's path. Llanoros who bavo
been bold enough to approach this flamo assort

l that near at band thcro may be seen in it the
, burning entrails of Aguirro Lopo do Agulrre.

tho tyrant, tho discoverer of tho uppor Amazon,
and oppressor of Spaniard and Indian in his
rulcrshtp of New Granada. Now, tho llancros
boliovo his soul Is condemnod to wander on tho
pampas wrapped In flamo, and this roving fire
Is an ovil omen. Domingo Verato, my com-
panion, was a bravo man, whom I had seen
face wild bull and Jaguar without flinching,
and ho bore on his body the scars of more than
ono knifo due), but plainly ha was unoasy in
mind at thn Bight of this light that had como
into view, and would have liked to be somo-- I
vhsro else" "No. sonor, do not vonturo near the light,
but pray thnt it depart,' he said, as ourhorsosloped ov er tho plain. 'Havo you hoard of what
befell Abrnn Lostando, who last year rodo to-
ward the flame of Aguirro thinking that it was
n camp flro of his fellows where ho could And
warmth and food I He suspected nothing of
tho reality until bis horso stumbled In a badger
hole nt the edgo of ngully nnd they rolled to thebottom togetber. The horso's leg was broken
and Abran limped homo with Ills shoulder
wrenched nnd two ribs broken so thnt ho didnot ride again for thrco months. Worso stillwas the fate of Antonio Lestro In my fathor'sday. Ho was a daredevil who feared nothing

I and one night during the rodto When tbo flro of
I Aguirro appeared he rodo toward It saying tohis comrades that ho would not return until ho
i aad overtaken the light Horso and ridor nevor
I were seen by mortal eye again; only tho tracks

of tho horso loading into a broad pool of tho
Apuro. Crocodiles! Caribcsl Tho fiend In per-
son it may havo been! Quien sabct Thoro
were plenty of ways for his ending once he badfollowed tho evil light where it took him.'"I do not account myself in the least super--
stltlous, and tho talk of Verato only served to

U assAen jonnbi' bad seen, the utiophore
cent claw of punk-wt- o I in umber uwamps ana
the vaporous lights that float sometimes above
marshes. 'The light that I now saw was er

and brighter, mora resembling those WUi
balls of tire which In high southorn latitudes TB
appear, at-th- mauthoad nnd yardorms of ships f

the corpus sanctl lights, or, as sailors
call them, corposant, which usnnlly are as-
sumed to be of eloctrlcal origin. I thought I
saw ftictuinoo to mako the investigation I de-
sired, when, with an exclamation thnt was an P
oath it not a prayer, tho llanero brought his v
horse to a standstill with a Jork at tho bridle
that nearly set the creature bock on its
haunches tor thore, dead ahead, at about Its
formor distance away, was blazing tho light
which an Instant before had boon abreast of us,

"We won't turn out for It, Domingo,' I
said, and touched mr horse with tho spur. I
beard the llanero calling to mo In horror- - .
strloken tones, but I gn o him no hood as mr fe

horso bounded ahead, for all my attention was T
bent upon the light which I nicunt should not
escape in."How long I went nnd bow far I could form
no Idea, for the light, receding, seemed to
grow upon my consciousness so that I lost all
senso ot time and space Ihon something tell
softly around my arms and body, tightened
sharply about me, nnd, as my horse plunged
forward and downward as If tho earth bad
dropped from beneath bis feet, I was drawn
swiftly backward out from my saddle I
struck tho ground a considerable distance In
tho rear of whero I had left tho horse's back,
and Instantly wns dragged through tho grnss
for some distance, unablo to help myself until
tho pull upon mo slackened, and, half stunned 1
by the rough handling I had undergone I m
lookod up at Domingo Verato bending over m
mo loosening tho nooso ot his lasso from about M
my arms and body. Jt"'Hullol What does this porformanco meant MM
What happened, nnywayf I asked, getting to
my feet and staring around. 'Whoro's my horse !goner INI"Vcrnto's horso was standing closo by, Its iMears pricked and nostrils distended in high M
excitement. My horso was nowhere In view. 11
As my eyes took In theso things there camo to t '(
my oars the sound of surging waters and j gm
heavy sploshlngs. Tho llanero polutcd In the " hw
direction his horse was looking, and I saw, at ug
the samo distanco away aB beforo, tho light I mm
bad followed. It blazed abovo a great up ifm
rooted tree that swung and tilted in a vast ',
expanse of heaving waters, overspreading what
on tho day before had been the dry savanna I

and bottom lands by tho river. 9"Surging and odd) Ing against tho steep bans I

that separated tho lower fro-- tho higher plain,
the waters continually woro undermining It,
and the splnshlngs 1 heard were the fall of
earth and trees into tho flood. Amid the . m
heavier sounds roso tho frightened crlos of birds
and beasts, and on tho fuco of tho waters could H
bo seen Indistinctly horo and thcro a swimming v,
capyvara or a Jagunr. driven from Its covert. Ior the horned heads of cattle overlooked In the i
round-u- p ot tho wcoks before. Of my horsa 9
nothing was to be seen. It had been swopt
away Instantly nnd drowned. s9J

"Tho Inundation had come, and Verato and I ?""woro tho llrst in tho Dlcgo Perez country to K'
behold It. As wo rodo for tho ranch, riding' tmR
doublo upon his horse ha told mo how in splta 9J
of his fears, ha had followed mo when I took 99J
after tbo deluding light. It bod bcon n lontj 99Jpursuit, far longor than I wns aw aro of, ana i V
strangely I hnd heard nnd seen nothing of the
flood as I approached tho bank. I now boliovo w
that I was mesmerized or hypnotlzod through 'J Isteadily gazing upon tho floating flame In- -
deed. Verato said as much to me ' 9

'"You wero encantado (enchanted with th
flro of Agulrre,' he said. 'You rido straight
fter It Into the water and drown never think. I 9J
"Luckily he had heard nnd recognized tbo

sounds of tho Inundation, and spurring after 9Jmo had thrown his lasso Just in tlnio to pull mo
back from destruction. 9

"This is ono experience my own with tho e km
.flro of Aguirro. If you go to the Venozuelan f9J

the Uaneros will tell ynu a thousand, JflV
f course, tho phenomenon, which is no mora 4aK

remarkable than that of the corpus sanctl ot tho 99B
seas, must be explainable on accepted natural 99BJgrounds. Nevertheless, my ndvlco, like that 99W
of the llanoros, would be to let It alone for It 997
will lead Its follower Into undesirable placos. "fe-lt Is not for nothing that this 99l
bears its bad name a9J

Hew Alaskan Indiana Trap Bears, W--H

From the ttorntno Oreaontan. !
William B. Otis, who has been all over tha

world as one of tho ichthyologists In the employ 99
of the Government, has Just returned from his 9second visit from studying tho fish in Alaskan "

waters. Ho says:
"Strips of whalobone aro folded Into tho shape

ot tho letter N.' enveloped In 'bunks' ot iitr,
and frozen that way. Tho fat thus prepared U
loft in promising spots for groat white bears to
devour. Along comes ono of tbo monsters,
gulps a lump down wholo: tho gnstrlo Julc s
melt the fat and eat away tlio strings of tendon
with which tbo whalebono Is bound; tbewha'x-bon- e

springs out straight across tho antniM'o
stomach, and presently it dies. Next day Mr
Eskimo comes along and gathers in a bearskin
worth several quarts of whiskey."

I J CHRISTMAS JEWELRY ECONOMY. TF I
"JL.oo LAMBERT JEWELRY LASTS. -- .JJL 'X Wsmnu. orlwc. braumov.ni.nt, 800m The most inexpensive gift bought at Lambert's wears a lifetime. It doesn't make the giver feel cheap by proving to be shoddy after a month or two of wear. When you buy Lambert jewelry for gifts you don't pay out money for a mere passine burnffc money as in July fireworks-y- our gift ,s an anchor in the memory of the recipient for years to come. Christmas is coming at a gallop. If you want to make your gift selections calmly and deliberately, come early in the the S Chriftmas

E
IW nt by thC 0rH,0CkAan? Lk thruUg,h Ur big aSSrtme.nt riStmaS WatcheS M kinds f aseS that are honest and substantial-n- one at any price that are not. All makes of movements that will keepTtrue time-n- one w J no WalthamSf

Lambert movements-- all largest assortment in the city. We are headquarters for Opera Glasses-- our stock is all our own direct importation, and includes everything that is fashionable in design and good We nave no real Sbleminm pms, seals, etc. This line has been our particular fad for years. The prices are right--and each article guaranteed. Your Christmas money will go further and buy more and better value at our store than any place in the city.
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