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CHAPTER X11.—CoxTrsUven.

Faving passed the gate, Axisl and Tesschar
grept down the winding passages of slons, grop-
fog their path by sueh light as fell from the nae-
o line of sky above theimn, 111l at length they
peached the court of the manctunry. Here the

was an wllent as desath, for the nolss from
{be city without conld not plerce the towering
walls of thnseive granite,

#1i s the very nit of Topbel,” murmured
fmachar, peering (hrotugh the dense shadovs,
mhe honse of Beclrebub, where his presence
gwells. Whither now, Azlell”

The FPrince pointed to two objects that wern
yiibie in the stariight, and answered:

*Thithier, at the foot of the sliinr of E1**

aAb. 1 remeniber,” snld Issachar, “where the
gicarsed woninn would have offered sacrifice,
and the priests cut me down bocanse I prophe-
wed 10 them of the wrath to come, that is
pow 8t hand. An ill-omened spot, indeed, and
a8 dllomened trest with the flends for wit-
peepes.  Wall, lond on, and T pray you be as
wrief ae may be, for this place weigha down my
goul. and 1 feol danger in it—danger to ths body

and the spirit.”
g4 they went forward. ““Be eareful,” whis-
persd Aziel presontly, “The pit of sacrifice is

st your feet.”

“Yeu, voo, he answered, “we walk upon the
edge of the pit. and in troth, T grow fearful, for
at the threshold of mch buildings the angel of
the Lord deserts us.”

“There are none here to fear.’ snid Axlel, but
even ax be spoke, though he could not seo it, &
white face roso above the edge of the pit, like
st of some ghost struegling from the tomb,
watched them a moment with cold eyes, then

dimpjenred again,
Now ther were near the greater plllar, nnd
gow from its shadows glided a black-velled

phage.
“Ellssa.” murmured Axlel.
“1t s 1, whispered a soft volce, byl who

eomes with youl”

“f, lssachar.” sall the Levite, "who would
pot sufTer that he of whom I am given charge
should seek such company alone. Now. priest-
e, sa5 Your say with the Prince yonder and
i ts be gone swiftly from this blood-stalned

pce.

“You speak harsh words to me, ssachar.”
she said gently, “yol T am most glad you have
rome, for, beliove me, 1 songht no lovers' meet-
fag with Prince Axiel, Listen. both of you.
You know thal they have consecraled m* high-
priesteas of Baaltis agninat my will, but 1 tell
you what I have already told Prince Azlel, that
1am no longer & worship of Baaltis, Yen,
here in her very tomple 1 renounce her, ovon
though she take my life in vengeance, O! gince
they made me pricstes= 1 have been farced 1o
Jearn all her worahip, and to seo sights that
would chill the bl to hear them. and I tell
you. Prince Azlel and Insachar, that T will bear
o more of it.  From El and Baaltis I turn to
him you worship, though, alas, little time is
Jeft to me In which to plead with him."'

“Why ia little time left!” broke in Aziel,

“Hacause my death Is very near me, Prince,
for it 1 Mive, soe what n fate Is mine, elther to
remaln hich priesiess of Baaltis and to her day
br day to how the knee and wonth by month to
make sacrifice—of what, think youl Well, of
the blood of maids und children. or, perhaps,
should Lheir fears overcome thelr scruples, to
be given br the Council na & neace offerine to
Ithobal, Well, T will boar noither of these bur-
dens of blood or sbame, They are too hea
for me, but umu:oalmg\mﬂl. too, shall
leavo this city, not in the body, but in the spirit,
searching for peace or sleep. It was for this
reason that T sousht to spoak with you in fare-
well, for in my weakness 1 desi that you

d know the truth of the cause and manner
of my end, now, sinoe me there (s no

esoape, fi farever, Prince Axfel, whom I

::; Inrurs:nad -‘hu‘gdlme.m SCATe

agnn, sven grave,
A moﬂoc‘i's her hand she turned to go.
ay." sald Aziel howrsely, “for we cannot be
c.dedthm;dmh,mronm'mumdm
lrn_l.vi the world, will you not dare fly with
me

“Perchance, Prince,” ahe answered with a
Iittle lavgh, “'But would you dare to take me,
and, If so, would Issachar here suffor iti No,
no; go vour own path in life and leave me dea
~it is the ensier way.

“In this matter 1 am master and not Issa-
char,” said Azlel, “though it is true that. should
it ploase him, be can warn the priests of El,
Listen, Elirsa: Either {nu leave this city with

”lr I stay in (¢t with you, You hear we,
achar

“| besr you." sald the Levite, "but perchance
hefors you throw more sharp words at my head
you will suffer me to speak. Sell-murder in a
erime, yet I honor this woman, who would shed
her own blood rather than the hlood of the
Innooent in sucrifice to who refuses to
b given in mnrrisge to one she hates; who,
womyrer, has found sirongth mnad grace to
trmuple on her devll worship, If 80 in truth she
Bbas, 1M, therefore. ahe will come with us, and
wecan essape with her, why, let her come; onl
awesr to me. Axiel, that you will minke no wife
of her till Solomon has beard this tale and
girven judement on it,”

That 1 will swear for him,” exclalmed Ellssa;
“is it pot so, Axel)”

“Ax von will, Indy,'" he answered. “Issachar,

u will have my word that until then aho shall

a8 1wy alster and no more,"”

“T hesr and I belleve you,” said Iasachar,
sding: “and the hour is good, for 1 shall not
be wiswad until dawn,™

S0 they turned to leave the temple, but al-
though they reached the cham of Azlel in
wmfoty, thelr hearts, which should have bheen
Hght “still, were heavy with the presage of new
®ITOW 10 Coe.

. Bonrvely could they have been heavier, In-
deed, Iind they seen o white-f WOmAR (TEeD
from the pit of death and follow them stealthily

till they baa their doors, then turn and

rn st }u& speed toward the college of the
(1)
i the chamber of Aziel they fonnd Metom.

“lrejalen to see you hack o in safery, since
. Mismore than I thought to do,” he sald, as they

Ehﬂd. then added, as the black-velled shape of
¥ followed them into the room. “but who
the thirdl Ab. 1 sen the y Kliasa. '

@ Haaltls accompany us upon our journeyjl

Yes.' answered el shortly,

“Then with ber on the one side and the holy
Isactar on the other, it sboukd not Iack for

ngs, sinece the evil must be great from
which u-mnm'ﬁl or r they are unable
fend us, t, Jady, If T may ask i, uave
bid farewaell to your most honored father!”

. orment me nol.” murmured Kiissa,

©_"Indeed. T did pot wish to, though you may re-
| Mmember that not so g0 you to

. Mlenoe e forever, Well, doubtless your de-

Jrture s too bhurried for farewells, and, fortu-

mules, 80 that my are kinder tlzu_wy
b 1 go Lo noo tall is ared. Now
ol b m;ou start; presently 1| will return for
"‘:h':"‘:'“ i‘ hl'nmm: u:um o round the
1 {11
_ tabiles, on which stiod tm. But conld tw‘u.db 1t-
Wi ot oot e (i “Roerd & noles
ore ; an
b Mol peaple mkln:‘ucltdlr m{n!dalhoplun
B CItis Metem with the mules,” said Axziel.

) .
In there was sll which, after a while,
st by Rod Kpeckiar ot s daor
i ; 3 44 os for us,

;- "-En no," eried Eliasa, “it 1s Doot that

| wilk Melem."

As the words her lips the door was
bt
r

open, and through it poured s mob of
privale. st the head of whom maiched
Shadid. By his slde was his daughier
Il.llna rhose palo rm the eyes burned an-
i a e Inupe In & w

Did T not tell you sof cried in a shrill
Svlce, pointing at the u-:ne.‘hﬂlhhom the Lady
Buitls arit her javer, and with them that priest
| i aee god who called down curses upon our

You told us indood, daughter,” answerod
shadid; loath 1o be-
b A vl Uty TR hop e B

' 157 of Page be added, 'Selzo them and sway 10
 Subgeons,”
Now Azie] drew hir sword and in front

o to protect her, but before he could
"ﬁfh: ‘l:lmn t wn.:lpllrm-k down Itdum behind,
as gl many hanods, g

B, ang bPiTmt, n!drdi.r 'jlihr'g Hke & n"f:.n' na
ko felt himeell carcied u'rtuhrmﬂll
ex, U wt lenglh be reac! an aly-
“f“tﬂ‘. where the gag and bandagoes were re-

wWhere mm 11" he asked,
n:’:r L_tl:;‘d:.n:ll-]:m: lu; 31- temple."” mwu‘n
Brea dogr Imhiude’tbr.:n': he Tl .

CHAPTER XIHI.
- THE sACRILEGE OF ALIEL.
9w loug be lay (o the dungean. losl in hitter
i adii Ilurm’-‘-ului by foars of Klinsa, Aziel
ot Ledl, for no lght oame there 10 mark

=

e ¢ f the liours. In the tumult of his
one terrible thought w clear; he and
| twon taken red- and must

3 the prioe of thelr sin
v hof e city, or-ih

S0 e e b

W he
Was little chance of sscepe.

Bachu a1t this: Aste) nderetoos

- " ", ol unde t
had bro t here for trial
teasea before him were thelr
he remombered that the place

E]
gullty, down the face of the
a shapeloss mass of broken
on the roadway at (ta foot.

sachar more gently, “soeing
noom to be the eauxe of them, these thines can
only by the will of God, and

have ha
threfore 1 was wrong to revile you."

reason of
hi

oyes mnd he

lnrnlnmnﬂl;

, nttoring an ox.

near welgnd and

i tlh:rugld ﬂum:

n A gTea

precipiee at the back of and dominating the city,
- fn ith him, was a rooky rift along
dizxy apol was :?1;,' - ‘?ﬂ llr?

o space of rock,

walled In uvon Litte sides, the prect torm-
Ing the fourth side of the square, ‘i‘ﬁ‘wﬁféﬂ.

" h
whlc!llhnn the trad

sonted upon stones t soamod to have

sst thers In pemiclre lo serve ns judgment
] osta and

estesses of El and Haaltis, ¢lad in their sacer-
otnl robes. To the right and Inll_":’or t;u':-n were
among w 114 P rOCOR-
Sakon, while at his sido, but
ted from lllmp'gr armed priesta, wore
WA in & dark vell, and
Insachar. Lastly, in front of hlm, a fire burned
upon a little altar, and behind the altar stood s
shrine containing & aymbolical eMgy of Baaltis
fashioned of gold and ivory and rl:‘o‘odin t{m
aste,

hat they three
l.mlht at the

chairs,

knole of specta
niped Metom
i

Flisan hersell,
th & hund

I out to him as that where

for judgment, to hurled, I fou

Aftor al &na solommn_Dause
been

the Shadid, who had
the dead Baaltis, the vell was
Ellasa, who looked at Axzfel and sl
"o yon know the fate that waits us?’ the
Prinee asked of Issachar in Helrew,

“I know, and I am md{," answered the old
Levite, “for since my sonl |

our when

re h me in my misfortune”

pare to reproac!
murmured Ellssa. “Have 1 not enough to bear,
knowine that 1 have l-mnught death upon him i
love! Oh, curse meo not,
may be forgiy g

ut pray that my ains
on me,
"That 1 will do ¢ladly, da

at, althongh you

Before she conld answer the Hbhadid com-

manded silonce, and at the same moment the
?;mhnglau stepped from behind the eMgy of

t LN
“Who are you and what do you here!™ asked
the Shadid, as though he did not know her,

“1 am Mesa, the daughter of her who was

the Lady Baaltis' she answered, “and m
rank ia that of mother of the priceteases of lllni.
1 appear to give true evidence against her, who
in the Lady Baaltls, ngainst

siranger named Aziel, and the priest of the God
of“}?e Jeawn,""

on
said the Shadid,

the Israelltish

and beware what you spoak,”

Mean bowed her head and began.
“From the time that shis was anainied I have

been suspicious of the Lady

i .,
“Why were you suspiciousr” asked the Eba.
.
The witness lot her eyes wander townard

Meotem, then hesitatod. vidently, for some
her own, ahe did not wish to implicate

1.
“1 was suspicions,” she answered, * because of
ocertaln words that eanie from the lips of the
thrown into
the holy trance before the altar of sacrifice. An

Lady Baaltis when she had

in my duty, 1 hent over her to bear the message
of the gods, but In place of it there came

babhlings of this stranger and of & meoting to

be held with him one bhour befose moourise by
e pillar of El in tho courtyard of the temple,
heresfier for several nights, a was my aunty,
I hid myself in the pit of offerings in the court-
van! and watched, Last night, &t an hour be-
fare the moonrise, the Lady Banltis came, dis-
uised, by the secrel way and wailed at the pil-
nr, where presently abe was joined by the Jew,
Aziel, and the Levite, who spoke with her,
“What thoy said 1 could not hear, hecanse
ther were too far from me, but at length they
left the temple and 1 traced them to the cham.
bers of the Jew, Aziel. Then, Shadid, 1 warned

you and the prirsts, and you came with mo and

fook them., Now. as mother of the priesi@sses,

demand that justice be done upon these

wicked cnes, according to the ancient custom,

5:[ the curse of Baaltie should fall upon this
.t

When she had her evidence with n

fininhad
cold staro of triumph and hate at her rival,

Mesa stepped Lo one side.
"You bave heard.” said the Shadid, address-
lagml:li: f:_l‘l.ow judges. “Do you need further
n

“Nay." answered their spokesman, “for with

{on wo took them together in the chamber of

he Prince Aziel. Set out the law of this mat-

ter, O Shadid, and let ;uallw be done nccording
to the strict letter o

the law—justice without
fear or favor,
“Hearken,” said the Shadid, *Last night

this woman, the daughter of Sakon, beinjg the

Lady Bunltis only elected, met men socretly in
the ecourts of the temple, and accompanied
them, or one of them, to the chapmber of Azxlel.

n Prince of leracl, the guest of =akon. Whether
or no she was about to Hy with him from the
city, which he should have left Inst night, we

cannot tell, and it is neediess to inquire, At
lenst, she was with hun. This, however, is
sure, that they did not sin in ignorance of onr
law, since with my own mooth 1 warned them
both that if the Lady Banitis consorts with an

man not her hushand duly named h{‘ her aroord-
ing to heor right shie must die. and her aocom-
pliee with ber, Therelore. Aziel, the Israelite,

we give you to death.dooming you presently to

be hurled from the edge of yonder preciplie.
“1 am in your power.” said the Prince, proud.

Iy, Yund you can murder me if you will, becanse
forsooth 1 have offended against some Inw of

Haal, vut 1 tell you, priest, that there are kings
in Jerusalem nnd Egypt who will demiand  my

at your bands, | have nothing wmore lo
BaYy, oxcepl (o beseech you to spare the life of
the Lady Ellass, sinee the faull of that meel-
t:.gp\:‘_iu not hers, bu’ wine,"

nee,' answered the Shadid, gravely, “we
kpow your rank and we know alva that vour
blood will be required at our bhands, but we
s cannot betray their lnw
Yet, for so » this

who serve our
for the fear of any ki
same law, It is not n ul that you should die,
since for you there ls u waoy of escape that

wude to safety and great honor, and she who was

1
the cause of your sin is the mistress of ita gute.
ﬁl..nn. holder of the spirit of Baaltis upon earth,

for e whowm the

sald. he must die, now, Speak. .
“Jt meems that wmy choice 15 small” said

Ellssa, with o faint amlle, *Praying you lo

mdon me far the deod, o save your iHe,
nes Aziel, T name you wy husband,’

Now, Azxiel was abait to answor her when the
Shadid broke In burrledly, “So be " he sald,

*Lady, we hear your choice, and wu acoept it as

we must. bul nol yet, Prince Axiel, can you
take your wile and with her my place and powaor,
Your lfs is eafe, indeed, for since the Haaltis,
being unwed, pames you as her mate, you have
done no sin. Yet she has sinoed, and dowu
awnits her, for agninst (he luw sbe has chosen
as husband one who worships a strauge god,
that is the greatest. Thure-
fore, either you must take I(neense and Lefore
us all make offering 1o Kl and Baaltis upon yon-
der allar, thus mﬁguadns 31'1'111r :.11111 and enter-

into ours, or sho must die, and  you, your
o from you, will be cxpelled

of all erimes

rank having
the cliy.

Now Axlel understood the trap that had been
Iald for bimw, an@ enw in it the handiwork of
Bakon and .\llimu. Elisss having A1 ntly
violated the religlous law, and he belng the
cause of her crime, even the authority of the
Governar of the city conld E:} prevent his daogh-
ter and his guest from ng put upon their
trial. 'rhu-aﬂu ho bad arrsnged thie farce
for po it would seem to bim, whereby both of
Lthem bt oscaps the legnl cansequences of
their crime, trusting, doubtless, to sccident and
the future 1o unravel this web of forced mar
riage, 1o free Axtel fromw an ecclesinstical
rank which he had not mwhtl. It was only

n thit Ellssa shou

band, and that Axiel should go

mﬁ tgarol:il}:i uf lhll;u‘:w&unr I:w';ﬂ:t{mi o{hizm-
n N salinlied,

RS p0n N B frae aud safe What 3

or and sale,

, indend, which, were
;'.',-‘{.‘.‘,’f‘fl. l\:mulnl die rather Lhan commii.

" h heard the decree and the full
. L:)lfeltﬂ‘a':hti':c came home to his niiod, nis
for u while his senscs
T WAS HO eu'lru for nimt

terror of
blood turned col
were bewllder

. The
either he must abjire hils faith at l' price o

gil.]
sonl, or, because of it. the woman
t?l'm:r:e ioved now, before bls eyes, must sul-

dd th, It was
fer & mont horr{lic an0 B Bow cauld be 45

hoaven and of these minis

- mﬂ‘: m.l't"‘]"‘g:rnrom:ntl vrula ?‘l 1‘;” :
m n bowl of inconse,

prieat held opt totloed La1 owith vandles of

roen slone Huallis,

. i Dwhiona i u:l 10 fl:ml?e hltpasll,

bideous to thinl
tors of
golden bowl, he nol

van! he was ask

w hose .
" L | house of lsrael, & servant
He. Azidl of (he ﬂii:u.ll.h. m;l'. :hiﬁhus:rtm uf

{"hf."hr "1:1,’] .1“1[; was monsirous,

:iﬁ;nut
be, But Flissa! Well, she must die; lite

could not be bought st such o

price.
“I cannot do it." he ped, with dry lips,

far bis ‘r:!u‘l'ul had
opoe wore the woman
Bt ot atod heloro the altar and aaid In her

e s

not boen
o Yow whous the Lady Baaltis has

frended #t the gods wm

dples and left,
to erumble

s safe I care little
what these dogs do to my body: bul, oh. my son,
1 weep for you, and cursed be

first you saw that woman's face,”

ﬁhwr." repliod e

you, El and
The ecbo

as though the mmoke of 't took the
avenging angel, lwlgh-’nr in its hand n sword
i

{ be your pleasure to name this man husband
before us all, then as the spouse of Basltis he
Egoes tis choores can-
not refuse her gift of love, but for so lone  as
nhe shall lUve must rule with her as Shadid of
El,_ But if you mwmlum no!._thw‘:‘. os 1 bhave

orunlly choose

he and

those o worked with bim had forgotien was

that t:iI: nfl'e:;llme tfll’ Iﬁrﬂmilo"l‘m :ozrld“l:;
r mes in the o

the woet deadly of o A :10“ L.

takl 1 of b
oy VALpe plraalaoy o e v
broken

hlh In 5
rmlﬂnnhi from so hored
e

use of s

n
ril and the seorn of :IJ m"&u fm:
ever, sinee It wan lcT love of him that she hud
v Inw. to violate which was

broken the priost]
death, and, although sbe had heen

.. 1]

her danger, yot In his wickodnoss and folly he
ﬁ{"hm to this pass. Hut lm.r’:htr

thrust il salde and broke In with Dery words,
“Hearken not 1o this man, Azlel.” he sald,
“who strivea to work u‘pun your weakneas to
Nooe” Tl fub "i:;“m"“
whose r face L} L B0
much trouble upon Uk ll|.1ltl1dﬂﬂ'mﬂ!‘n yonr
God and s the thrall of n.ru; Anh-
torethl Let her die; since dle she must, and
L

had bLrong

the ruin of your soul, ¥
On®  WOIAT

keep your own hesrt pure. for
abonld you :

wonld not listen; now, Ariel T warn you again,
and wos, woo, won to ¥ou shonld you shut
oars to my mesnge!" and, Urting his Lo
ward the akios, he began to pray aloud.

d
Moanw hiio Metem, who been drawing

near, spoke in a low voice.
“Prince,” he sald, ‘T am not chicken hoarted
and there are so many young wowen in the

world that ope more or less can scarcely mat-
ter; ntill. nithough she threatened to murder mo
Lo see Lthis one

three days sgv. 1 cannot
come o such an end.  Prinee, do not heed the
howii of that old fanauc, but remember,
that or all you are the canse of this Iady*s

plight, and be a man, Can you for the sake of

your own scruplee, however worthy, doom a
woman to such an end!” and he nodded toward
lbp preciploe and shuddered,

In 1 no other way!” Ariel asked him
oarsely,
“None, T awear 1t. They did not wish to kill

her, except that wildcat Mesa, who secks her

place, but having pi: her on her teial, If you
persist, they must. becwmse this Is one of the
aws that cannot be broker for favor or for gold.
'erhaps we might have found some other plan,
but none of us dreamed that you would refuse
#o pinnll & thing for the sake of a woman whom
you swore you loved, Hemember, this offering
of Incense is but a form to which you are
forcod agaiust your will—you can do penance
for it afterward, when I have arranged for hoth
of you to ascape the c¢ity, If your God can be
angry with you for burning a ninch of dust to
sve o woman, who at the least mueh

for you, then give me Baal, for be I» Jess cruel,

Now Azial looked toward him who held the

Lh::{!.:m?c?n‘. wrmpﬂh;u. WE&! all this v;hile
uilent, stop orward amd & !
“Prince Azlel," she sald, in n calm nn?iuq;il't

volve, I named you husband to save your life,

but with all my strength 1 m‘f of you, do not
this thing to save mine, which is of’!llllt value
and perhiaps best ended. Remewmber, Prinoe
Aziel, that belng what you are, a Jew, this net

of offering, however small it sooms, is yot the
greatest of sing, and one with which you should

not dare to stain your soul for the sake of n

woman who has chanced (o lnw&:u to your

sorrow, He gnided, therefore, by true wis-

dom of Issachar, and by my humble prayer,

Make an end of your doubts and Jet me dip,

kunowing that we do bat part a while, since in
the gutes of death 1 shall walt for you, Prince

Azniel,

Before Aziel could answer the Bhadid, cither
boeause hin patience was outworn, or because
he wished to put him to a sharper trial, uttered
& command. Thereupon four priests seired
Ellssa by the wrists and ankles, and carryl
her to the edgo of the precipice, thrust her gll;f
ti1l she nnng over it, her long hnr-mm!nf on
the wind, and her white and ghastly face
turned upward to the sky. Then ther paused,
waiting for the signal to lét her go.  The Shadid

raised his wand and pald:

“1s It your pleasure that thisa woman should
die or live, Prince Arxieli Declde swiftly, for
my arm is weak, and when the wand falls oppor-
tunity will have passed from you.

Now all eyes were fix~d upon the wand, and
the intense silence was broken nnlr by Bakon's
ery of despair. Metem wrung his nds in
grief, Iasachar veiled his eyes with his robo tn
shut out the sight of dread, and the priost, with
the howl of incense, thrust it toward Aziel im-
ploringly,

For some seconds, three perhaps, though to
him It seemed an age, the heart of Azlel was
ricked and torn In this terrific contest; then he
Flanceda at the agonized fuce of the doomed
wotnan, and just as the wand began to bend,
his human love and pity conquered.

“May He whom 1 blaspheme forgive me,"” he
murmured, then added aloud, “I will do sacri-
fice.” and taking the inconse he cast it into the
flames on the altar, repeating after the Shadld,
*Hy this act I give mysell to you worship
lils, the only true L

the gquiet afr. To his tormented mind it secmed
form of

flume, wherewith ve awny his perjured
moul from heaven. as our first forefathers were
driven from the gntes of Paradise,

To be continued,

END OF SECOND-STORY HOTELS.

They Grew Shabbler nud Nbhabbler Untll the

Inesitable Auction Takes Place.

One distressing feature ubout the old hotels

of New York is that they rarely bear thelr ad-
vancing years with dignity. The larger onos

are wore fortunkte in the late dnys of their

existence. But cheapuess nnd a loss of caste
come to them as surely as less honorable de
tline overtikes some of Lthe smaller establisl-

wents, These, Indeed, approach the end of

their usefulbness in really pathetle dejection.

Ouly casual disasters serve to call many of

these places 1o the puliliec mlod, But amen-
tion of their names brings to one a conscious-
nesa of an undefined, hazy acquaintance with
their existonce derived fromn wview of Lhe
name painted on an upper window or possibly
on i doar that opens on & Aight of stairs which
leads to the office of the establishment; for
these second:story holels are swmong those that
ure gradually passing awny., Sowe of theto
slill exist dowmntown in the business districis

of the city, HBut as no similar vlaces further
up arise to fill the space left vacant by thelr

destruction, they grow rarer every vear. The
et] comes quiotly. Home day au suctioneer's
flag fosts in front of the place and Hl-dressed
men jostle one another Lhrough the hialis, They
inppoct eagerly the faded carpets, the cheap
furtiture and the worn linen as well as the
chipped glass and clhiua, the wellrubbed

pluted table woare and the alher reonants of
decayed gentility and former prosperity, When

they wre out of the house the career of Lhe old
Liatel comes to an end. No suiclde ever at.

tricts attention to Mo No sudden death under
clrenmmstanuces wilel may cloud a family name

with shame calls the old place from oblivion,

These nre the means by wlleh some of these
plnces  find  themselves  unexpevtedly  the
ventre of & tragic  interest. They are
respoctabie  enough and  their record In as
vlear s many  of the shiny new hotels,

Ope  of them ds  typical "of wll in s
general fealures. A 1toom provided with the

customary  connter  and  letter racks was
reached by & flight of stalrs that mecends fromw

tho stroet. Aun elderly man, who must bave
learned bis dulies sl some eariier and more
favored stage of his career, sat behind the
oounter near s window through which the

light vame fmintly. The voues were dusty and
the stricture of the clevated joad made duy-
Meht dim mlways, Opposite hin were two un-
tidy boys, Ome of thein was alrﬂ-inf. Lils head
thrown back sgainst the wall and his mwoutn
open, The other road s paper.  Upening into

the office was a writing room. A few shoels

of paper were scatterod oves the top of s small
table, A few rusiy pens ond a botile of ok,
from which the top had been broken, stood on

the tmble. A mon, who was'obviously not a
Noew Yorker, stansd out of one of the windows

where thers was no wore interesting vista than

a stroteh of narrow If Lusy street,  The cahle

cirs blorked thal. Noother room for thr en:
tortalnment of guosts was visible beyond a

sioall "reception room.” A burnish sllver
water pitcher stood on a marble-dowped 1atde
i the centre of the wart carpet. A few chairs
sat witly agalnst the mouldy wallpaper.
l-.\'urnlni-.r was dusty and shaoby. The only

e in the place came frot the street

e wudily
outaide.

The patrons of those holels appear to he coun-
teyen who hove enougl motey Lo come 1o
the vilp, or men who come from other clties
and ate too mwuch “broke’ to go o olber

deces, Nobody In themn looks ss if plessure

«f been the causo of his presence. The
mssimum price in these places s usually the
winimum price in other hotels. They way pol
be o great deal cheaper than olher betler
known establisbments, but they look » grost
dewl cheapes, And that is almost ss Lupor-
topt. While the small hotels decline ’udu-

stenco

nlly undl they fAnally drop out of ex
under tho auctiopecr's hauimor, there is al

ways u chance for the larger bullaings, When
for one reason or suotbier prosperily has de-
parted, there are severnl means by which new
roprictors atiempt 1o woo it_back. ‘These are

wmiliar envugh to sl New Yorkers who walk
through the sireets with their eyes open. To
redevorate the bar and the offios, 1o put palms
shout the dink roon, commende 1o perve
table dliite. aud put 1o sn orchestri.  These
wre prelimipary efforts which are effective so
long us the curtains am jeft ugm and fh! pass-
v mpsove

ing crowd ls allowed to see new

riils, After these sre ¢ hotel may
1':: m?\ not sucoeed,  Whatever the fate msy bo

T Ul te no mesns by which the un
ihr o :I ubu:ﬂr.'t will be

.-LL? u to tell wky
was n';un_m OF BULONSS ?::IJI'M Irun.lt. lbl-:‘m
walensionsl eye 1o wh

:hﬁ-n bevowse highly ouounh{l m olhars

which

(Cobyright, 1808, by Clinton Ros.)

How | came to Corpns Christ) In Sanora 1
noed not tell, and I am glad T neod not, for
It In at the best & shamefnl story. Yet there
fancled I conld put my past away.
those | had wronged would not follaw so far,
and T felt safe—if & man can be sale from his
memories.  For memories now and then would
come, would bother: then | longod for money
with shieh (o make restitution with a hurried
For what | had left waw but a plttance,
to keep me for many years in this simple Mexi-
L had Jost most that 1 had stolen
In many ventures taken in the vain hope.

Have you ever been In Mexicol
Imagine that village far away over the barder,
Ita long, sunny strest, between the adobe houses
ita lisliess folk, with tnore of the Tndian than the
High above ot both sldes was the
street-scatiered alopes of the mountalng, and a
quarter mile up the valley on a rounded hill
stood the old mwonastery of Corpus Christl,
bullded, it was anid, by & generation that had
known Montezsuma. Who knows?  Perhaps the
mwonks did—these fow brown-cowled hrothers,
the survivors of the great order,
smoking I wondersd, thinking how much
easler a monastery might have been for me.

I myself did not make the acguaintance of the
monks, The villagers sometimes chatted with
I knew all the affairs of my fat landiady
and her hlack-eyed daughter, about whom three
young fellows were passionate,
been curlous when I hnd appeared on donkey
hack from over the slope. But habit stifles curl-
osity, and I lived on, almost the sole guest of the
For the mountain village was out of
Centuries had passed since
it had been n wtation on the route to the now
long abandoned silver mines of the mountains
And dayvs and months passed for mo as they
will in such an out-of-the - way place, where' the
events and tals of the world seem of no moment,
and as I say, 1 longed with an everincreasing
desire for all T had frittered away—honor and
position and love I had Jost In the New England
town, where the winters might be bitter and the
suinmers flerce, but where the old habit of wy
Anglo-Saxon blood ecalled,
money lo repair that wrong,
and of ity potentiality I dreamod,

1 had been at Torpus Christl a year before
the two who were to be my comrades ap-
One—1 knew him ms John Fenton—
was o little, clerkly, bookish man, with a cer
tain fright slways In his sunken eyes; yet
plainly » man of gentle breeding. The other,
who called himself Dorden, was his antithesls,
& burly, red-faced, oath-flinging bravo,
interests, I wondered, did they have in common.
But I did not dare ask them of their past,
of theirbond of union, leat theyZshould msk of
Possibly they had the aame reasons, for
they never inguired. We knew that we be-
longed somoewhere over the border.
and the sime co

do otherwise, Jehovah, whom ron
renounce, will swiftly be avenged on you and
ber, At the beginning 1 warned yon and you

the way of travel.

As wo talked little Fenton would
gloomily, and would disappcar upithe slope to
For he strangely had made
an acquaintance there: and every day he would
return with a pile of old manuscripts from the
library of the place; records-forgotten by
scholars—of the early history of Sonora. Then
Idorden let drop the only remark he ever had

about the pasts of elther; Fenton was a scholar,
been a tutor at & New Eng-
red what had
0 imilar.

never may forget 1t!—we
in my room,
Fenton read-

the monastery,

a linguls bo had
I.nww!::l:‘ wf-:

f Aziel's voice died d the e
fumes of -lh:lnmuu'r::enru [ d.a;:'u‘guﬂ?mu in

¥
Dorden and 1, at our gaming, a
the monastery, The monks, an illitera
did not care, or note, thelr treasures of the 1ime
t. and hor venturesome
L these far mountains—
Do Posnibly these
of Corpus Christl wondered at this
e-faced nan, who nmused his exile
with papers that to them had no value; for. as 1
bave sald, scholarahip had died in that clolster,
“If it were s0."" sald Fentou looking at us

*“¥Eh, what's s0, Bob!" aald Dorden.
*“That Miguel “antos lef: his treasu
nck;from Coryns Christl."”
said Dorden, “stop your — lingo,
No such loek.”
“luck!"” said 1 woaril
“Listen,'” sald the lit
say | wondered at. and he ]
“*nthosw days the Governor ruled Sonora not.
Miguel Santos.  Nay.
tribute of the Governor and of all who
and Miguel Santos’s wealth was groat
Yor every pitoe of gold, they say,
was bloodstained ! ™"
*“There are vihers.” sald Dorden, dealing the

when Spain was
gentlemen were a
peeking gold and its

“Listen, sald the other rather e

** But Inbis old age remorse selzed Santos and
hie retired fnto the monastery of Corpus Christi,
where be led in every rospect w salotly life—
save in the single one, that he made no restitu-
To this doy the treasure is hid In the
mountaius—wealth greater than all the King or
n ever had from Per,” "
EnL.” said Dorden, 1 wish 1I'd it, It's some-
thing, l_l_nb. to know as much as you about lan-

unges.

Hut Fenton looked at us both as if he knew
From the table he look a
yellowed poarchwent and held it ngainst the

wart o' Cap'n Kidd,

Abhot Pedro Juun,

“You don’t say,
Dorden exclalmed,
1 Lina soine trouble in waklog it out,"” Fen-

“Well, what of {1, sail Dorden,
tell where the money's 1o be
back to New York and floal & company. The
Santos Treasure Company, $10,000,000 paid 1n.
A fow chances at 00 rents"’
said Feulon, cagerly.
“Here In what i= written: ‘I, the monk Am-
brose, onee Miguel Santor, do confess
I am 70 and in security 1 bethink myself thut
desth caunot be far sway,
clares that the wicked shall be burned forever,
If that be indeed true—atid BO mun ever came
it bebouves me to
have thoukht me of the treasure | g
Should | restore Il to Lhose whenee
But the lurt Tor gold makes more crime than
It hins seemed Lo e, theu,

islite awWay where m;
now now iy aln,
could pot part with that which bas cost me so
mueh—perhaps even my esoul
.lrhe underground ri

the lust for wolisn,

cave's entrance, and 1 walled
alnet the yoar of the stream

gzﬁdlad.msr'.umy soull

|1 —
“!f:—tmk the bodiesl” sald Dorden, leaning
over, “All that stuff is buried up In "em woun-

the bodles through the door in the wall
*he ¢UfY over the underground river, an
ropped them in one by ane. Then I return d

cane dow
and to 30
Ly

G UKl

I was snire

Can you

Aw I sat fdly

These folk had

Ab, If 1 only had
For mold I longed

What

Isolation,
ndltions of past, make strange

i ation—among “theso
age folk—Istruck up a friendship
Mans a sunny dar we passed in
the shaded court of the inn, playiog gloomily
with n greasy pack Dorden bad.
we agreed: we wanted moner: that alone would
repalr the cloak of respectability we had worn

On one thing

smile

from
lot,

res in the

mnligning my own,
e man, whose past I

Santoa Iaid
ﬁu@d :
yond

ilece of

“He seema 1o have been,' sald Dorden, ‘‘a
1 &' jose they've been dig-
n' in ‘em mountning,'’

sald Fenton quietly,
the libhrary of Corpus Christi there's o 1ile of
ancient manuscripts that no one seems Lo care
at all about—the account books of torgorien
abbots, things of no earthly use exoept to the
antiquarisn  or the historian. Hut they've

e,

“Up thers in

, amused with ‘sm
books." sald Dorden.” Now, I'd ralber see & Sun-
aper. with the wurders und

“Well,” sald Fenton, "1 hadn't, you know.
So I've found some fun 1
I've nlmost been able 1o
You're chilckon-livers
“Well, 1 wish 1'd woney,
back. eh, and buy up somebody,”
house on Fifth
avenue, and another ud NSowport, and we'd run
hersns at Bhoopshead, and we'd ‘uve our wives
and darters” dresses and dismmonds all Hated g

“ghut up,” sald Fenton,
wives and doughters”

“MHe's a0 bit tiekbsh on some subjocts,” sald
*“Well, go on with your yarn, litle

1‘;1 lhnrg nosing ubout,
orgel.
1" sald Dorden.

“Don’t talk about

L.

“Well" said Fenton, *'| said to myself, if
this Miguel Nantos became o monk at Corpus
Christi, there's probably somewhers or other
He of pajers soniething more about
y § came to some papors of the
knew he was the Abbot
tos's time. 2o 1 broke opun the seal,
1 found this paper, written by the dying

Who'd have thought it

“Does e
We can

When

The church de-

rupare. 1
ned evilly,
had taken?

To the cave of
ad the casks carried.
hen 1 had a wall bullt twenty rods from the
the troasure there

In lhT wall
r. which opens if you touch it at &
When the work was done | gave

the mornin, lay
° bymlfnol( the

Aud

o

=3
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ARICE.

By CLINTON ROSSs,
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er, of repantanon,
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have visited the

world a» Migue] Santos,’
“What

himsotf abont

pose IL's there now!”’
“IMy you 'm
month water,

Dorden obsorved,

<11 At wero there,’ sald (he pale faced Fenton

“I've given up so_much—io gel moniy.
“No maore than 1.” eald llotls'an. -

But T wan watehing the yallowed parch.
ment which Dorden was holding, as 1 have sald,
low aver the candle. Muck lines were appear-
ing there. 1 easpod as 1 naw them, Wan this
that old secret?t Had he wrilten It ob the back
of the confession! Shonld we know i1, lhr-R‘l

Bhowld we get the gold with which 1 mig
minke my restitntion!
“The paper's hack, Fenuton,” T eriad
Fenton tu
den sent the grensy pack seattoring,

“Hoad It —for God's sake, read it! Can yonl”

Fenton read in a low voles:

© "An thou followest the disnsod road to the
silrer mine thon will cotne about fve Spanish
miles 1o & projecting rock. Golng to the west-
ern aide of this rock, pace dus west Ay }“lnl‘:(

which will In‘lnrﬂthw ngainst the clump

hushes by the cliMside, Under these thou wilt

find the opening of the cay Pugh the u .
hand L ‘h iro i W Ly

varner of the n door gnd it will swin
apen and thou wilt be cursed as was Migue
Santos."
“It's goupel truth, then," said Dorden.
"That he was cursed,” said Fenton, starting,

‘Damn the curse,” Dorden replied, “that the

treasure is there.
*Yes, It may be there,”" sald Fenton, rising.
“But the old road the fellow speaks o'."
Dorden said, “Haven't you read o it in ‘em

“It's the path to the left of the monastery,”
sald Fenton.

“We'll go there at sunrise, then,” sald Dor-

den, riging, “We'll divide.

“H it's trie,” sald T,
. Clt's got 1o be true,” Dorden retorted. “My
ek ins got to change somp time.”

Fenton sat there, the sweat pourlng from his
pale face,

“Yau poor, llnp fool,” Dorden sald, contemyp-

{::u_gly. “Now, the first thing is for us to go to

Ho seemad to direet us like a Captaln, and we
readily allowed him the leadership. Yet |
fancled something dancerons in his eves, and

I retnember tant after 1 was in bed 1 arose and
balted wy door, What if the dream were not a

droam? Aye, what Jif we, should flud that

treasure!  And then wy dream maddensd e,

nnd 1 tossed till the sun’ came over the moun-

tain top-the mountain, perhnps, of the cave of

the river.

We started out after breakfast, nlanlﬂ:}lﬂ,
o

a8 if we were on some thievisn errand,
wanner of thieves secmed to fall to us easily,
At first Lhe search promised well, for the old

the monastery was a marvellons piece

of engineering for lts day and time, Natu
so forveful In Mexico after all the years, ha

not destroyed man's work, %o anxjously we

followed that splendid and 1 iten way,
which reminded us nothing so much as of an o

Roman road, such s you may see along the

Mediterranean or the Adriatic.  Countless
treasure porhaps had been dragged over it in
the old days before the'mine to which it led hnd
been nbandoned. Yes, It told of old interests,
old passions. On we went doggedly, throuch
the thick wih, no one of us with a wor,
mutely following Dorden’s lead. Two hours
must have seed ~the growth made it tedi

ously slow—before atl last we saw the hiﬁh p{ln-
! My

;«‘. ng rock. Yes, the rock then existe
eRTL t upronriously nnd I knew how my

com fons felt from the pallor even Dorden

displayed. From the western side, ut the cven-
tm1q;f the rock’s base, he began to pace.
“One, two—""

Fenton and 1 followed, Yes, there was the

sheer face of the ollff and the thick trees and

bushea nt its footr. We stombled on over the

layers of rotting trunks and leaves, A snake,
so deadly In Sonora, ran out bhefore him, yet
Dorden persistod, and pagnin we were favored,
for we came diroctly, wilfh soarcely an error, on

the opening. Dorden had brooght a machets
and now procecded to cut the bushes away and

then we heard a low, dis ant rumble, as of sub-
dued thundoer,
*The river,"” l-t'.emnn cried at this repeated

evidence, Hut what we saw was more encour-
aging., For the eave stopped at abou’ twenty
nl by masonry, lichen cov-

ered, A bhundred wriggling crontures were on
the surface. Hut here was, indeed, what
m!nl Bantos, dead a full century and a balf,
romised; mnd there was the iron door,

rusted and dlscolored, so that we wondered if,

toct. JL was w

indeed, it would; answer to the p

ressure on the

upper loft'bund corner: wondered if in all the
ears the tresusre had not been taken, Again

t was Dorden making the trinl, while we stood

walting. The road to riches—10 the cave of San
tos's avarice—peemod easy, indeed.

The alr that swapt our faces was singulally
fresh nnd sweot, due to the waters that we
heard now In a deafening roar, Then the rush
of air seemmed 1o stop, Dorden had no diffeulty
in lghting the candle, which gave u feeble

glure in the vast plave,

“Careful,” be sald, as he mdvanced:and
wa saw we were on Lhe mi‘n: of n vast precls
plee, with the undlntim‘"l! n 1
roaring river far, far below. We all three
turned uboutl, our faces blanching. And then
a strange thing occurred. A pale white light
began to be diffused, 1 conld not secount for

it then: thovgh® now 1 understand that the

shifting sun had reached some opening alotig

the conrse of that underground viver. Tt was

a vast strenmn, indeed; » sheer fall of many
hundred foet, ns we now were able to see,  'The
further shore we coulid not tell in that half
light—now it hed become almost like early
twilight: but It seomod to mie as brosd as Lhe

Hudson, Whenee did it vome. and whither

were those waters carried in their mued whirls
But | was interrupted by Dorden’s cry, He
was pointing tovwanl o projecting elff, which
hung out far over the water. 1l was ap-

proached by a narrow ek, so that it furnied o

woinsuln Jutting into the air above the roar-
ng waters, The space might have had a diam-
eter of ANy fect.  kHul wrml we saw nstounded
us even W our expectantions, now ralsed by the
success of every stop of the search, On this
space were above a scure of iron chests, their
lds all opensd, revesling in the increasing
Hght the sheen of dinmonds, the blue and green
of sapphires, and the glow of rubles. They In
there beckonmyg, ns Miguel Santos had lefl
them, From many of the chests was the ap.
porhing yellow glare of golden volns; o many
hist in the motwent we could not caleulate
helr number, Yet we knew that here was
wealth such se Crossus's incaleulable riches of
qolid and preclons stones,  Hut why had they
wen put on that jutting rockt 1 questioned.

I don't believe the otliers even questioued,
Now that we could see gulte plaindy, Dorden
cast the candle down mto the deptiis and al-
must ran toward the treasure. 1 saw  him
igzily rushing along the narrow passage and
kneuling before one of the chents and crying
put lke o tanlae,  Fentan was close beliind
him, loating over the jewels. As [ followed he
pivked from one of the chests o plece of uanu-
wrl&l. S

“\What |s 14s! he sald, holding it up, for the
light now was stroug e:mm,:h Tor us tu read by,

“More of Suntos's words, " 1II'.i_l|TI!l"|.

“Look el the gold, not papers,” Donden eried,
But the fastinct of the sebolur tiastersd Fentou,
even in that mowment.

SAlguel Santos’s writlng,”” be auid, snd slow-
Iy b venderod |

“tigld thou comest by dishionestly shinit ¢ urse
thee alwass.  For ein must be ponanee,  Fool,
thou shalt peri=li with thy gold wnd thy pre
clous stones,  The punishituent o 2 igd on the
musbser i thint he slinll nol keep whil he gleats on,’

“Foal," came Dorden’s valee, hissing over our
shoujders. | lpoked wr Lim adimost fearfuliy,
for there was o waddisl glure 1 his eyes. Sud-
denly, like o flend, he threw himself on s both,
It ahall be wine.'" e eried, Only mine,” The
onelaught carried ux all three near the odge,
Fenton and 1 striggling to bold him bavk, In
wome wny —(iod Knows how - I diseataugled miy-
welf mnd turned just at the edge. My compan:
jons were pot there, but from afar was » litdie
snlash, while & woice eried out, in horrid de
spair—it indesd may bave been wmy stralved im

agination, aml yet, ludeed, it may Lave boen

Dorden's:

“Corsed!  Cursed!” cume that fearsome cry,
Fearsomme, § say. Jor | was fleeing. 1 was
acrone the narrow passage, and ss 1Sreachied the

firmer earth [ beand s great cranching and
erumbling belind, Awed even in‘wy  fear,

1
looked nbionit, The air soctued 1o be flled with

fiving coins and jewels, sending outl yellow

and rod, blue wnd green Mashes, and then the
oarth gave way, that greal orag sank, and in a

moinont—ses, it might have been a mginent,
but It secined to e a tedipualy horrible day
there canie & mighty Ifttllh. ann & spray siniek
wy face, even where

epds lo the bowols of the carth. Tts battom st

this point you wmay dud, showld yon ssutione,
rewn l.!!n uld r‘;w‘:uh coine und ,Lrwrh.’mnl |

sirewn wi
porhings with the

she gives aud takes cur bodies.

An for me, 1 had then po dewire Lo woarcl, nor

bave 1 now, n 1 turned and 1an ot of that

AOOL cave of avarice.  Outslde thy warm
Mexican wup beat on me,  But Ldid not duse to
‘ot pius SUCRristl, I turned down the

other side of 1he mountain. thinking of the <oul
I Miguel Mantos ssd those of wy two lnte
compatlong—Giod help them! For e o0 the
few yoars loft therw is ponaace for s past, nid
a0 1 have come hack Inlo the N oo Kugland
town where my orimwe was doue, As for the
ichos of (he cave of avarice, § wauld pol pouch
hem, even for Iﬁ oomfort of rocthiution 10
e socrel of Migdel Hantos

return lo €
ol

hose 1 robbed.

| Kk e |

village  of 'Corpus) Cliristi, in the State

w" Then T lied, and told bim

b s , Boou o on,

. is it, May It curse some other ns it
hn nﬁ.m monk_ or man who may find It,
ere writihg stopa.’' Fenton said, “'Hut
thero in line more M another hand, “The
devil haa the soul of hitn who was known Lo the

A 1 1l old chap wis, Anyway,”
N torden. “With all that maney tie might
have hiad i tline 0t for a king, without botherin®

“With all that money,” 1 sall. Do you sip-
I, It falely makes my

ihe paper, scared, while Dor-

prond o

ble mass of the

un
mwan 1o colwe on 1o Washington., They h
never wet befure, The President liked the man
w0 well that he swapped stories with him, He
wpenl hibio to the Attorney-General, oul of whosa
departinent the appuintment was to come, and
the following day 1he Prostdent dictated 1o the
Attorneyieneral the sppointruent.

| #0 hie found that the Demoeratic Con

»
dinipicts ~had voled against the Presidential
hnbby.

stood, w0 far above the
sirface of that great river which begins and

ronen of wen,  Yel most of
that grea. wealth wmay have boen carried by
e forvefnl current of the river far vt under
o onrth, which gives and takes our riclios. us

wall end with me. for the way to the cave is not
Elhrddmﬂ " even sbould you chance in

One business man in Minnsapolis has aban-
was s Uime when a
display of his socks upon the line on wash day
was warranted to draw acrowd, The rest of his
warb was docorous emough, but when It came to
hoas he turned an efulgent fancy Jooss, and ths
result was fearfol and wonderful. Friends
sajd: “Where on earth doss he et Lhe alrocious
thingn'" and his wife eajoled, ridiouled, and
threatened and even wept in vain. On the mat-
ter of seckties he might give In, but when it
come to hose ho was an adamant, Now, how-
ever, ho I8 a reformed chiaracter, and this is the

war it came nbout :

Ume day e received word that & myndieate
was to meet in Cleveland which wonld affect
his business interests vitally. His presence
might swing thinges his way, but there was
bardly time to make the (rip. By close figuring
on time tables he found that if be could make
an exceediong!y close connection in Chicago he

cotld reach Claveland in time for the mesting.

He telephoned home for his grip and took the

night train,

The train was due In Chlcago at 7 o'clock in
the morning. About 6:30 the Minneapolis man
wakenod and was beginning 10 dross when the
porter stuck a scared face through the curtaine,

“Fohde lawd's sake, suh!" he sald, rolling

hix eyes wildly,

“AWhat's the matter, Jolin 1" Mr. Bmith In-
quired, nonchalantly fastening his suspen ders,

“Deed, sul, I dunuo how it happened.”

“What bappened 1"

The porter backed away as if he expected
Hmlth to hit out from the shoulder,

1 tuk yoli shoers, kul, to shine 'em, an' 1 want
out on de platfohm, an' | done lost ‘etn off'n de
eyah.”

Stulth sat up suddenly and cracked his head
against the upper berth, That didn't make him
feel betler,

“Why, you bullet-headed Idiot!" he shouted,
" What do you suppose 1'm going to do without
shoes '

The porter cringed in contrition,

“Why, sub, 1'1l go out'n procuah you some

direckly we arrive in de city.”

" Hut 1 haven't got tirme to walt. I've got to
make close connections.'”
The porter looked worrled. Then he bright-

ened u

“Ef ri.-ud make 0 bold as to offah dein, subh,

you cud hove my ahoes foh de time bein’."

He pulled off asboe as he epoke and Hmith
tried to putiton, It was too amall by soveral
sizes, and, us the full awkwardness of the situ-
atlon dawned on bim, he gave vent to rmmarks
thnt were more forcible than elogant, He
couldn’t miss that meeting, though. It meant
thousands of dollara to ?lm. courss, he
could take a cab at the station In Chicago; but
he would have to go out to the cab., Me looked

down sl his hose, For the first time in hin life

he lhoufht they lonked 100 gay. He had been
those socks. They were turgunise bine
with red polka dots; and he remembered that
whon be bought them he hesitated becauses he
thought they seetued subdued in tone, Now they
ahrieked luudlf.
Tho train pulled into the station. The situs-
tion had to be faced, He looked at his wateh—

only twenty minutes Lo eateh the Eastern train,

Hue settied his hat fOrmly, seized his grip and
umbrolls anga stepped off the car, hen the

cammuters, pouring {oto the elty, were treated

to the sight of an Immaculate and distinguiahed-
lopking gentleman of forty walkiog sbhoeless
through the station and displaying a most

gorgeous pair of socks to the gaze of the mm:’-

tude, The multitude nppreciated It and shaw
their appreciation in facetious remarks. Smith
broke Into n cold perspiration and wondered
whether a hund thousand dollars was worth
the agohy; but he reached the streer and hid
himaelf in & cab, During the ride he smused
himsell by thinking of the wrath to come, when
he should reach the other station, It occurred to
him that be would send soe one in 1o buy his
tickel, and then would sprint for the train: but
there wasn't a minute to lose.  There wouldn't
be time for any one to bring a ticket back to him.
Once more be bracod bimself for the ordoal and

emorged Into public view, By the time he

reached the ticket office he had a crowd foilow-
ing him, and as he moved toward the wicket
thie excitement swelled to tremendous propor-
tions. Publlc opinion was unanlmous and
openly expressed: The man was craxy! Some

ane oukht to look after him!

The gate kouper stopped him, and a burly po-

liceman | up and showed an inclination to
arrest him. Smit a:kpl-lnod desperately. tyine

his sentences Into knots
theory of insanity: but be prevalled upon ti e

offcinls nnd fled down the platform to the par-

lor car, where he took refuge in the statsroom
and made the air blue—deenly, darkly, beauti-
fuli{ bhlue—hluer than tha obnoxious soc

Then he took the porter into his confidence
and found consolntion. The ip:mel' had a friend
in tlie station restaurant of a town through
which the train would pass Inter in the day. A
dospatch was sent to the friend, telling bl to
meet the train with a pair of men's shoes, num-
her —, well, any sort, any price, The friend
rose to the emergency, and was royally reward-

od; and HSmith arrived at the syndicate meetlog

in all the glory of new patent leathers.
Sinee then bhe wears sad hued hose, Binck is

his standby, but, an rare occasions, hie indulges

in nu{ ue.  History may never repent itself;
but, if it does, he is ready.

PRESIDENTI CHAMED MHIS MIND,

Sigurd a Commiwion In Advance of Appolul-

ment and Tore Il 1o Pleces the Soxt Day.
“Depend upon it sald an old politician to a

SuN reporter, “ the alippery places are thicker
sbout the ple counter than anywhere clse in the

world, 1aw nol eolug to preach any sermon

sgainst trylng tu get effice, 1t would be o waste
of time and loconsistent with wy own life, The
meanest gian | know is he who tolds as many
officens as hie ean got and then, when Le reajizes

that there are no more for him to hold. koes to

préaching Lo young men abont the ruln there 1s
in politics,

“Rut 1 do think It a good idea to impreas

upun Lhe young sspirant thaet he need count en
nothing in politics until he has held the place
long enough to drow Lis firet salary. You saw
that man who just went out. | saw him slip up
on an office after o President of the United
Stutes bad signad his commission, ad shuken
bls hand, and bad congratolated bim, It wus
not becuuse the Senate refused to contirm; the
fact |s, the naipe wss not sent to thesSenate,
ut the President was »0 cocksure he would
send It that the comfulsslon was wade out in
advance, for the Presldent whnted to sssurs
Lis appolotee, who was anxious to Jeave for
home on nperinnn business,

“The appointee was not an ofee secker. It

was b case where the offlce went gunning for
the man, and tbhere are such cases, aluhough
pome poople lnugh at the idea. The mun was
Indorsed by a sulid State delegation, Hepubli-
vans and Demovrats, by the two Senators, and
by Lthe citizens of the town where Lhe wan
lwedd, 1 wan! to say here that the Adminiss
tration was Democratio, and ths: this ook
i.hvr sinee the war, Maybe you can guess the

‘reaident ‘s nnme.
“The President was so impressod with this
nimity of indorseipent that be sent rurlum

T o third duy the man called on the Presi-

went snd sald Le st return home, and that,

wliile be wan oot gdying for {he office, he wanied
to kuow about It before be wen! back. It was
then that the President ordered his commission

wade oul, showed [t bim, and asked If that

was sufficient,

“Thet very day u vole was (o bo taken in
tho lower house of Congress on a weasure that
wis 4 Presidential bobby., The President Jok-

inely and, n= | believe, innocently. mentioned

the matier to the newly comilssioned man,

and then the two parted, the President eallin
out that he gues

sed ihe comiission \nunlﬂ
reach Lhe apmintee bofore he had a place to
hinne it.

“ M ¥ recollection is tiimt the yote on Lhe meas-
wre relerrod Lo was not taken untll night, Aoy
way, tho President bad no opportuhilly 10 ane-
Iyze the vote untdl the pext dey, Whoen be did

froin the howe of the appointee - he
city which comprised  several Cou,

“The Prosident was hot from Liis collar up.
While indulging in sotie etaphinthe United Siatos
swearing. bis freneied exos gluol themwselves v

| the comlssion bo had siened the duy before, in

advance of the appointment, which remsinsd
on biis deak over night, He grabbed it, crumwpled
it,and then tote iF into fragmeuts. which be
threw spon the fluar, Cne o0 the mien Who saw
this cxplosion was 1he =ecreiaiy of Hidte,

and to bim the President sald  thu! soch
was the cratitude (o politics; thal & men
whi vonld nol ventrol bis Congressiuan ol a
mattor vital 1o the Adminisiraiion, where the

two were of the same imrlr\.vuulri nat expect
Ihe Administration to appoint hioy.  When the
st reached Botoe be found & telegrapl ties-
g injopming him Lhat his mppoiutment would
not be wade. And o bis case i1 wihe 8 good
thing. Hedld nut know why ho alipped up for
HEArly | wo yoar:,

* A Jong time afterward this man was (1 the
vicinlly wherethe Prealdent was Laving some
wport. the Freslient invited him to come
over Joln. Itthe President vod the re-

¥ the man seat him, be mustfiave thought the

were \mulmll.rtﬂ.

b

sle wandersd
| resl of Lhe play so funny,
o

WATCH SAFE, MAN ASTRAY;.
ONE PHASE OF BUMAN NATUAR A%
BEEN AT TEER JEWELLER'S

before roaking up his mind to starh o,

“Deolng much business nowadays!™ he finally
sald, with an obviots effort, 5
M surprise was in the repairer's face an i

looked up from the wateh he was

“"Enough to keep me busy,” he sald,

“H'm, I supposs, now, it's mighty delicad®
work fixing up s walch?"'

“Like everytlilng else,” replied the sxperts
“It's not so hard = [t seams, after you've been *
st it & while. Not with most waltches, any« *
way. Some watches are contrary by nature

“Ihad & watch once,” sald the vixitor, *‘thal
never would go right.” And he launched Inte

the ahalf In front of him,

Prosonitly the tale booams rambling, and ne
wonder, for the relator was not intorosted In
what be was telling, All the time he lkeps
looking up and down the row of Hoking watohes

works. The reporfer, who was in the rear of
the storn with the propristor,wonld hardly have
been surprised Lo have seen him make a sweap
of the valuable instruments and rushed ous of
the place, This suspicion be mentiond to the
proprietor, who laughed.

* Doosn't look like a (hief, doos ha 1" said bhe.

Certainly the man, apart from his losss *

coaled nervousness, showed none of the ears
marks of one bent on eriminal practices. He
wns handsomely dressed, and looked decidedly
pro#perous.

“Now, 1 can dingnose his case without haviag

heard any more than you have,” continued the '~

proprietor. * He's a very common phenomenon,
Just walt hore and listen to me set him right,™
Going up to the visitor, bo sald:
* s there anything I can do for you, air 1™
*No; oh, no," said the man, quite perturbed.

“1 just stepped in to look about. Nothing of
any importasoes,””
He started for the door, but the other stopped

him.

“You eame in here to sce about a walch lafh
for repair, didn’t you I

“* Yes sald the man uqmr.
this the place I left It? !hmﬁk it was, ou
side, but after I got in I could have swora
T robably {o tbe thop where you laft1

= y in the op where you
Did this gentloman lsave o watch me
he asked of the repairer.

“No.slr; not unless it was several monthg
ago,” replied the watchmaker,

"This was a week ago,” said the man. Then
:n I:.Idé‘ed. with suspicion and anger vislbly rising

n his face:

It this {sn't the store, how did you know
what I came for 1"

“Let me answer that with a few gueations of
my own,” returned the prorriotnq, ‘You left &
waich to be repaired, didn’t you I

“Yes; a gold watch with asmall initial"—

“* And forgot Lo notice thy nusiuber or location
of the store "' "

“Well—or—yen, Yes, that's just what T afd."™

*Then when you found that you couldn't re-
member you started in Lo canvass t |
hrg‘?:ﬂjl mui::l Aour place of busivess I

“That's %

“You've u poking sround every .“Iz
store where there's u watchmsaker, ho th
when you ste the man you'll remember his (acel™

* Look here; are you s mind reader 1"

~But you don't ke to ask because you're
ashemed of baving done such a stupid thing 1

“Well, i1an't it epough to e B _man
ashamed I'' burst out the visitor. “Of all the
monumental asses that ever put on airs ana

retended to be men, I'm about the worst. Bug
gnw on eurth do you know all this—"'

“That'n llmpl:l" said the jeweller. "I kmow
about it because It bappens about once a week.™

“You menn to tell me Lhat there are
idiore loose of mwy particular denomination 1**

“Plenty of absent-minded men who do juss
whnt you've done. iy
ook e | Bt how am m'l'i:: to o

o1 10 ne ut how am

that watch back 1 T baven't the n’:&utnot!o‘:

of where 1 lefi it except that it was somewhére
downtown.”™

“Give men description of it and it I b of
any other jeweller Linving an unclaimed ﬁm
of that kind ULl Jet you know,’

“Hlank & (‘0. on the next block bhave got twa
unclaimed watches.”” put in the repairer. *Yom
might go down there,””

‘:‘&1 uch obliged.” said the man, and be burried
otl.

In ton minutes he was baok.

*1ag donbly obiiged to you." he said he
to (e propristor sud the repalrer. * You've nod
only res ored my watch, but my nell-r-rpluii
I'm not half so unique » fool s I thought
wak.

“There's & customer gained.” remarked the
eweller an his visitor departed. * We'd have
eard of his watch (n the course of time, any-

way, for the wen in this business meet and

compare notes on that very poimt; it'asuch &
cominon oceurrence,  The only case I know of
where a watch was lost for any |

was that of a prominent politician who fou

his watch had stopped, rushed into s store,

planked it down ou the counter an t
**1 want that repaired by Friday. Got te

leave town then,’

“0Out he rusbed agein, He left town withe
out his timeplece. For three months, on and
off, after his return, be guietly canvassad
Jewelry wtores in that vicinity. He @i y
found ‘his watch in the cigar store, where
his absent-mindedness he had loft it
off before the man behind the counter co
stop bim."

ARIFONA'S COWBOY REGIMENT.

Tis Mes Can Talk Spanish, as Well as Ride Well
and Yhoot Straight.

Prasis, March 29.-1In expectation of wasy
with Spain, Arizous has several regiments of
soldiers drilled and equipped and lackicg coly
camp supplies. A cowboy regiment that is
belng furmed s the pride of the Territory., Itie
composed of picked men who bave already had
lony service ln camp and In the saddle, who are
crack shots with rifle and revolver, who cam
ride any hurse iliat comes along, snd who are
alvo versed |n Spanish. .

This company is being formed and drilled
Col, A, E. Brodio, formerly an oficer of the
First United States Cavairy, now & mining.
engineer Ib Prescott. He bas the rogimens
almost complete, snd it is alroady well drilled.
He will go soon to Washington to get Lhe mooss-
sary authority for mustering in the companiss
now being formed. In case of war Col. Brodie

thinks the regiment should bo allowed Lo
mcl:?mu from Arizona lnstead of belng mu:E
L]

tham the

inthe East, ns Lo thinks the horse of the
western plaine is more bardy and ww.lhn
wiel more endurance in o cam
Eastern bred animal, The cowboys are very
wieh in earnest jo their milliary
and already form s well drilled flue
body of men. Their horsemanship
uuufd nol be excelied anywhere,

Hesides th wwholv regiment th,n-n
and eguip ten full com les of the Na
ﬂunﬂ, constituting the First Regiment
fantey, and baving a strength, inel
and up‘ul corps, of over OO men.
additlonsl companles are offered
towns, bu. cannot be jaustered in, us the
ment's full sire been .

Arigoun I8 on & war foollng, and is
resting on ber arms, waltin for the first
wation from Wasblogton Lhat Lroops are n
whan the cowboy yell will give

MAN BELONGS Y0 A LOWER ORDER,

in = Falure (ncerasilon Ho May Hope to Bew
come & Weoman,

A few weeks ago & new play was tried upon
& town near New York. The aulbor was s man,
bt in some way he had learned s good deal
about worpen's mental processes; and whon e
leading lady prooceeded Lo cut & Gordlan
by meotliods strictly feminjne, & girl in the
eave beamiod BUPreclhtl e,

“ O, you wily creature,' she murmured, sd-
dressing the abeent dramatist, Thon she turned
twpulsively to » serious-lovking woman whe
satl beside her.

“Now how could he have known she would
do just that I He certainly must e boon e

wolusn in some far-off incarustion.’”
Her m'lihlmr‘. soriousnosn bocame severity,

=

‘a’nd she frowned the [rivolous youug person
W,

"That is guite Impossible.' shie anid, with |
pressive wravily, “Evidently you ¥
wltudied the subjoct. Woman is & pro
slate, A man ey look forward o 4

wouan In s tuture inearaation; but he
to & lower onder und has never been feminineg

o
oy why the glrl found 9

“That's it. Is |




