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Memairs of Thameellor Kont.

Ono of Lhs mont intarenting of recently lssned
Blographioal works (s the volume of Memolrs
and Lelters af Ohancellor Kent, 17681847,
compiled by hia great grandpon, Mr, Witsiam
Kmnr, of the New York bar, and published by
Moesars, LAttle, Brown & Company of Raston,
Mass. Interosting in that it is the story of the
1ife of ome who was an Industrious and consclen-
tioun student, an eminsnt Jurist and an 1lus-
trionacitizen, and In that it glves the reader an
sxoeptional opportunity to study the system
and patlent imothod by whieh the great Ohan-
oellor gradually beeame the embodiment of a
wvant atore of legal and genoral erodition and
fitted himselt for the task of enriching and an-
larging the commercinl laws of his country:
while tho gllmpses of many of thelliustrious
meon and wommn of ono hundred yoars ago in
thetapslves make the volume valuable, |,

Chancellor Kent wan of pure Now England
doscent, 1l father, Moss Kent, a graduate of
Yals, establinhind himsoll as part farmer, part
Jawyerin Dutchess, now Putnam, county, New
York, and here In 1763, James Kent, the
futurs Chancellor, was born. He, too, was
graduated from Yale—in 1781 —and some sixty
yours lator an account of his college life was
supplied by ona of his classmates In & letter to
the Hon. William Kent, which !s valuable as
showing the system of edncation pursued in
the university at that day. A great part of the
prosent volume Is made up of the series of mem-
orands of impresaions and events in his career
preparsd by the Chancellor himself shortly
after bis alevation to the Supreme Court bench,
After throe yoars' sorvics In the law offfoe of
Judge Benson of Albany he was admitted to
practioe at the bar (n 1784, and we find him
writing to the classmate who supplies the nc-
ponnt of his college 1ife:

*I mm yot a poor clork to an attorney, and all
my property in confined to my chest: but I have
A thiret for knowledge and a determination to
put In & clalm for some of thoss honors which
fmprint immortality upon characters; and this
thirst and this dotermination, I trusi, under
Providenece, will load me forward to some of
thoso . good and generous actions, and that
sacred integrity of condnet and principle, which
will rendor me not a dishonorable object to the
fow who lave me."”

From this time on the account of his life isa
record of pationt and continuous toll. He reads
Bmaollett's History of England about this pariod,
makes soveral volumes of manuscript notes of
Hume's History, abridges Tale's History of the
Comanon Laws and the old books of practice,
reads Blackstone again and again, and makesn
manuseript digest of Rapin's dissoriation on the
Jaws and customs of the Anglo-Saxons. Here
we nay quote a passage from Lhe momoranda
which shows the splrit of thoroughneas in which
amanof thal day set about the work of self-
education. Itecalling the fact that aince loaving
college his classichl atudies had been neglected,
besayn:

“ At the June civcuit, in 1786, 1 saw Edward
Livingnton [afterward the codifier for Louiai-
ann}, and he had a pocket Horace and read some
passages Lo me, and pointed out  their beauties,
assuming that T well understood Horace. [ said
nothing, but was struck with shame and morti-
flention. I purchased immediately Horace and
Virgil, a dictionary and grammar, and a Greek
lexicon and grammar, and the Testament, and 1
formed my resolution, promptly and decidedly,
to recover the lost langunges, I studied In my
little cottago mornings, and devoted an hour to
fireck and an honr to Latin daily. 1soon ine
preased It to two for each tongue in the twenty-
four hours.” "Then follows n minute acconnt of
A aystematic course of studies pursued during n
humber of yoars, in which by earefully dividing
the hoursof the working day he wanable tocover
auamount of literary ground that to us in these
days of greater hurry and less systematic effort
peoinn ineredible. By theyear 1703 we find that
ho has  become s master of Lntin, Greek, and
French, and has stored his mind with the best
of the richeaof theso literatures, in the mean-
time working hard and steadlly advanciog in
his prolessi and h in bhis domostlo life
and duties: for he had married in 1785, at the
ageof 21, I recall my recollections' he saya,
**back to the period at which 1 commenced the
independent and happy station of Jord of my
own fireside. Our hionse was small, neat, and
convenient. It lmpressed all who entered it
with the Image of domostio taste and fellclty, 1
sus) 02! that few persona have over lived with
more satisfaction than [ did in my simple, snug,
and classic style nt Pougbkeepsio from October,
1786, to my removal to New York on the 27th
of April, 1704." »

Though making as yet no considerable Income,
he was gradunlly winning an coviable position
and reputation at the bar, and he now came in
contoct with Alexandor Hamilton, for whom be
conoolved a doep nnd lasting admiration, and
the momoranda give us pen pletures, both of the
brilliant soldlor siatesman and the opponent
with whom his namo is o Indissolubly
linked in our history by the tragedy of fate. It
is o curious fact that in all the Chancellor's
papers the only direet wention of {hat tragedy
in contalned in a brief note made in i volume of
newspapey cuttings containing all the published
mocounts of the celebrated duel: * Oen. Hamil-
ton killed in n duel wilh Col. Burr." Iu
reference Lo Lhis affair the biographer (olls a
story, current in the family traditions, which is
not without intorest. Mr. Kent, though in early
life n supporterof and bellover in Aaron Burr,
never forgave him for tho denth of his friend,
Gon, Hamilton, and wus always willing to main-
tain the truth of the statemenis made by him-
self and Hamilton which. had led to the dusl
Happening one day, not long after Burr's rotern
from Epgland, to see him in Nassau street, al-
though on the opposite side of the street, the
Cbancellor could not restrain his indigoation,
but rushed across the street and shook his
cane in Burr's face, exclaiming in a voice
choked" with passion: *You are a scoundrel,
plrl—a scoundrel!’" Burr flushed at the eplthet,
and was abont to make n hasty answer, but
time and misfortune had dulled the keenness of
his temper, and, checking himsalf as he paused
to conalder the dignity of his adversary, ho
contented himself with rnising bis hat, and,
making s sweeplug bow, exclaimed: ** The opin-
$ons of tho learned Chancellor are always enti-
tled to the highest conslderation.” He then
passod on, leaving the Chancellor somewhat sur-
prised and motitiod,

In May, 1700, Mr. Kent was elocted a member
of the New York Assembly for Dutchess county,
and at this time begins an intimate correspond-
ence with his younger brother, Moss Kent,
which vontinued for many years, and of which
the Judge's letters form o consldershle part of
the present volume. An adbherent of the Fod-
oral party, Kent was bitterly opposed to the re-
olection of Oov. Clintos, und suthusiasti-
cally supported his opponent, John Jay,
the Chlet Justice of the Unlted Htiates,
The fallyre of his efforts was o heavy
blow, and Clinton's appolutment of Burr
s opo of the Judges of the Supreme Court
of New York, presumably as o reward for ser
vices rendered during the cumpalgn, was s fur
ther sourco of bitter indignation and dlsgust.
In 1798, having by this time galned furthor
reputation by his writings asd bis spoeches in
the Assomibly, e moved to New York, there to
atlempt Lo bulld up w practice, nnd bringing,
aocording Lo the memorands, *'a small. well-
chosen lbrary, scauty furniture, and £100 in
oash. leaving real property holilnd to the value
of £200, and this was the total result of my
nlght yoara' scttl L ut Pooghkeepsle, But 1
pwed pothing, and came to the clty with good
phsractor and A scholur's roputation,”

Feor a tinie his prospects looked gloomy, Husi
ness was alow in coming, noil in place of the

. ploasant country home the little housshold was

now oktablished In s nerrow sud dirty streei.
And here ocours an incident that ilasiraton in a
a0k unamnusing way the young lawyer's readi
pess of resource and sound business Insilnet,
Just at thls time, vhen supplies were at u low
shls, Mrs. Kont was one moralng startied by the
Appoaranne st the door of o wheelharrow loaded
up with books. 'These were the works of De
Yhou, the French jurial, cedered some timse
pefore by her hustand in & moment of enbhiu:
sssm, ond now accompanied by a nole
asking' for m eash paymant of $40. The
lawyee was oqunl to the orcaslon, Moeting
fls friend, Mr, Livingston, a trusiee of the

{

“Howaver famillar Mr, Tdvingston may sihee
quently hinve bacoms with the historians and
civillans of the continent,” ways the present
blograplior, “ be vens obviooaly not vory cloar an
to the identity of this Thuamos, though he
agresd with great gravity that the atwenoce of
hin works oansed & sed chasm  in the
ahelvea of the library, Mr Kent Informed
him that & eopy ocotld be procured In New
York, and (hbat he would even charge himself
with Lhe office of sendine It to the libeary, The
offer was gratefully aconpted, Another whenl
barrow was apeedily abtained, the works of the
groat Thoamos (with the bill) were carried ta
the lbrary, and debl went away from, and
smiles agnin lighted np, the humble but hapny
household of Markotfield street.” Thin seems
to show that & busineas instinot and a wide-open
woattor eyoare profitabie even to the best of
men In time of ndversity,

Brighter days came with Kent's appointment
to the Professoraship of Law at Columbia Colloge
At A malary of £200 per annum, and though, for
some unexplained reason, the first locturea did
not nttenct the attention they were worthy of,
we And them highly spoken of In soma detailed
critielsmn contained In three valuable lettars,
wrltten by the then Viee-Preaident of Lhe United
Hiates, John Ademn, to hisson, In 1707 he wan
honored by the thustess of Columbia with the
degreo of Doctor of Laws, Forty-one yearsjater,
Inn note superscribed on a letler from thess
gontlomen, he racords the fact that ho had juat
heard hin non, Witliam Kent, deliver his firat
law lecture at the Universily of New York,
and thus inadgurate nalrmilar conrse to his own,
Public honers now began to multiply., Fle wan
elected to the Assembly for the city of New
York, recelved the anpointment of Hecorder,
and in 1708 bocame & Judge of the Bupreme
Conrt, and now, at 85 yeurs of age, afler five
youars of life in New York, he returned to
Poughkeopsle at least, as he tells us, £1.000
richer than when he loft. Boon after Lhis he
noved once more, this time to Albany, which
remalned his hoadquarters for twenty five years,
during which time he ocoupled the bench eithor
of the Suprome Court, or of the Court of Chan:
cery, making trips to Lhe varlous counly seata
for the purpose of holding the cireult courta.
Extending over this period s a series of Ietters
to his wife, charming In their vein of guietly
humorons comment, and In the light they throw
upon the simplicity and real happiness of the
Chancellor'sdomestic life.

The condition of the Supreme Court nt the
time of bis o to the bench was not such
ns the charscter ana honor of the State do-
manded. The Judges, though by no moans de-
Aoient In lenrning and avllity, seemed to have
discharged tholr duties in n very imperfect and
unsatlsfactory manner. Not only was there
great delay in the determination of eausen, bnt
the decisions when pronounced were often far
from supplying proof of a mature consldoration.
The Judges' opinions, even in the most important
cases, wore noldom In writing, and no reporta
wore published and no records preserved of the
grounds on which theirdecisions were based. In
order to redeem the character of bench and bar
and the honor of the State great changea had to
be effoclad ; and they wers affected mainly by the
efforts and example of Lthe new Judge. In every
case that had been reserved for decision he pre-
vared a written opinlon, clear in style, forelble
In rensoning, and sustained by references to
nuthorities, while to his consideration of an nr
gumaont he bronght lhis vast store of legal learn.
Ing and wide genoral reading. It #soon became
evident to his brother Judges that they must
elther surrender Lo the new man (he effective
control and administration of all important
business of the court or, if sollcitous to main-
tain thelr own digoity, must imitate his exam-
ple. The immedinto result was the awakening
of aspirit of emulation in the discharge of their
duties, and In the space of & few years the
Suprome Court of this State was placed on that

f elevation of dignity. autherity, and influence

that from that day it has continued to maintain.

Though with the close of his first in the
Assembly of the State Mr. Kent fded his
active participation in political life,'he to the
last followed with deep interest the drift of
politieal sentiment. Though he was, as we have
said, o Federalist by conviction, and a great
ndmirer of the able writers of that party, in the
long contest at the close of which Mr. Jefferson
was clected President on the thirty-sixth ballot,
it seemis probable that he was not a very sealous
piartisan of either slde. In the efforts of the
Democrats to reconstruct the Judiciary he took
no active part further than to expresa an opinion
on thendvisability of the memsure, and, through-
out the discussion, he, with his brother Judges,
hield a position of dignified reserve in regard to
tho final disposition of their official positions:
and in 1843, at the age of 60, he retired from
ofiice. The Constitutional Convention, In which
he, himself, had borne u part, had fixed this uge
as the llmit to the Chencellor's term of ofce,
Having now faithfully served bis own State, his
services ware Lo be rendered to the whole Union,
his years of judicial work belng but preparntory
to the great work that bas rendered his name
immortal, Although, during hia long career, he
had earned a comfortable support for himself
nnd family, he had not sequired sufMeient prop-
orty to eoable him Lo live wholly at his ense.
The Sablne farm, to which he ever looked
forward a3 the resting place in which
o might enjoy leisure for atudy and
hls well-loved literary pursuits, was still
a dream of the future, Me must still
work ; and so he once more removed 1o the city
of New York, where he eatablished an office for
chamber practice, and was lmomedintely re-
elected to his former chalr of law in Columbin
College, which, during all the years of his resig-
nation, had r ined unoccupied. He now be-
wan the preparation of thoss law lectures which,
upan thelr completion, were Lo form the famous
work which crowned his lfe, Using these leg-
turds oo & baals, at tho age of 63 he beagan the
task of reducing to writing the voluminous
wass of the common law of this country, and
the rosultant treatise was publlshed under bhins
own supervislon and at his own expense.

The sale of the book exceeded his high-
oat expectations, and he was encour
nged to continue the work. ‘The second

volume was printed in Docember, 1827; the third
volume in Octobor, 1828, and the fourth was
added in November, 1830, The second edition
sppoared In due time and met with a ready sale,
snd o the autmmn of 1835 o third edition
was demanded, Ho still continued to correct
and wdd to the work, and It was not till the
completion of the fourth edition in 1841 that
the great labor of his litetlme ended. Then, and
then only, he conteminlated taking a rest from
his Jabors. The commentaries were so colpre-
henalve, so aocurate in deduotion and reason-
ing, so highly sclentific, and at the same time so
cloar and slwple in statemont and deaign that
they at once came Into general use in all parte
of the country, In the Jusiice courts, in
the  terms  held at county towns and in
the high ocourts of the State Lhey be-
came the highest authority on the fundamental
principles of Amorican Iaw, " Kent's Com-
mentaries” s now tho first book placed in the
hunds of the law student, It stands on the shelf
of overy practicing lawyer, and It has run
turough fourteen editions, while to-day the de-
mni! migd sale for IL is steady in o) parts of the
country, This is the Chancellor's manument.
In the later years of his life the Chanoollor
formed an intimate personal acqusintance and
friendsliip with Danlel Wabster, and an fnter-
etting <cries of Intters shows that Lthe great ex-
poundel of the Consbitution wans not anly politi-
cally iy aecord with his friend, but also drew.
upoh veenslon, from his fund of wistom and
expoerionce,

Chancellor Kent was never Lthe posseéssor of
preat forensio talent, nor, s he himsell notes,
wans ho over distingulshed In contentions sl the
bar. He was u griceful, elogueat, and interai-
iug speaker, but L was Lhropgh the pen that he
best spoke, and, upon the few ooccasions nn
which e made publio addresses, he wade use of
wotes, Onn of the inest of these addrosses was
ik magnificent euloglum on Alexander Hamil
ton, aud an appendix to the present volume
contains his memaories of the great slates.
man writlen In reply Lo & request from Gen,
Hamilton's widow for some notes of lis
reminigconces and impressions of her husband,
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ho “Uhat you have met in the sosety | ‘

Jibenry nny of the works of Lhe great Thuamus 1™ " -

hin stbsequent lifa, The Intter years of the
| Chanosllor's long, usefal life were pessed In

nencefi]l happiness, and {f was not tHl after he
‘had renched the age of 80 that e showed any

groat ovidencs of declining strength, and per-
| haps in all hislong oareer thelest ton yssrs of
hin life may belooked upon as the bapplest. As
the resnlt of his legal and litsrary labors he had
now acquired an ample compeotency of fortane;
the wife who for sixty-three yanrs had been the
partner of every thouzht was with him, and his
family was settled aroutid him, while his labors
‘a8 & lawyer, though graduaily becoming lesa
frequent, hnd not ceaded. The greatest and
purest consolation of age was found in his
lHterary readings, in which ho took as great en-
Joyment at the nge of 54 as In early youth. In
hin dally walks through the town ho whas uni-
vorsally known, and men liked to palnt to him
s n romarkable example of protracied agility
and strength. Readers of the pleasant gossip re-
corded In “ Phillp Hone's Diary " may recall thin
ploture of him as he was in 1840: “ Cheerful,
playful and instractive, such a mixtureof learn-
{ng and simpllelty, n head so sound and a heart
no lght, n consclence fres from reproach and an
imagination poetioal as that of a youthful lover,
80 much for good habits, early assumed and
never departed from; Indusiry, sobriety, a course
of life vold of offence before God and man, An
enthusinstic love of litarsture and an habitual
averslon to debt, that fell disturber of the hap-
piness of profossional men. Hoch was James
Kont."

Iarelyis ah life an r ded and com-
plete na was the life of this good man who em-
bodlod mo many of the qualities that go to the
making of an Ideal citizen of the republic. By
steadfast endeavor and patient effort he rose
from poverty to a position of the higheat emi-
nence. Hoe was upright, honorable, and prudant
in the conduet of his business affairs and happy
in his private life, and ho left a name that will
be honored, not in his own profession alone, but
by all his countrymen so long as our nation shall
oxist.

Wih the Congquering Turk,

_Under the title TFith the Conguering Turk,
Confeanions of a Bashi-Bagonk (Dodd, Mead &
Co), Mr. G. W, StervENs publishes a volume
mado up in substance of s series of letters writ-
ten by him an correspondent for the London
Daily Mail during the late Helleno-Turkish
war. Mr. Steevens throughout the war was
with the staff of Kdhem Pasha, Turkish Com-
mander-in-Chief. and he has here set down just
what, in that advantageons position, he saw
from day to dny,

We first have s preliminary pleture of the
strange kaleldoscople mixture of rnces gathered
togother in Salonlea, the eity to which the
(ireckn, Bulgars, Servians, and Wallachs cling,
that Turkey refuces to yleld and that Austria
and Russia are ready to fight for. OF Ita 120,000
inhabltants, about 256,000 are Greeks, over one-
half Jows, and the reat a mixoed population in
which the Turk slightly preponderntes. Here
wo seo the Jowesses, the most beautiful and the
mont educaied and eultivated of the women In
Balonion, their gorgeous skirts embroldered with
flowers, their eaps marvels of cunning needle-
work and gay with all the colors of the
riinbow: Spanish Jews, dressing and talk-
ing much ns their ancestors did at
home in the days of Ferdinand and Isabelln;
Albanians In gaiters; kilted Wallachs; Bul-
gars in sheepakin caps, and fez-crowned Turks—
all forming part of a city that is probably one of
the noiniest in the world. It is a town of perpet-
ual holiday and fiddling for some proportion at
lenst of its inhabitante. And, moreover, it has
at least three Sundays In the week. There is
Friday for the Mussulman, Saturday for the
Jew, and Sunday for the Christian. Each relig-
fously réstson his own day and abstains from his
business, and everybody else has more or less to
abstain because of him. After some unsatisfac-
tory walting io"thls almost too lively lown, Mr.
Steevens got under way for the front,and on
the road to Elassona hoe showa us the Turkish
soldier at work—ragyed, dirty, sllpshod, looking
anything but the ideal soldier, and yot an inde
fatigable worker, Slow and heavy, ho Is strong
as an ox, capable of marching with heavy loads
and not afrald to put his grimy hands
to nanything there may be to be done.
At Elassona, where 100,000 soldlers were
under the command of Edhem Pasha, we soo
them in fighting goar—not spick and span as
the men of & crack regiment, and even more
than a trifie out at elbow and at knes, but hard
and wiry fellows, who have come from the hills
of Macedonia, from Marmorn, Angora, snd
Trebizond, not becauss they want to fight, but
because they must. From 24 to 34, In war
time even until 40, these mon must turn out
almost every yoar to defend tholr race nnd faith
either ngainst dissfTection st home or danger
from abroad. Mr, Bteevens describes thewn
throughout as pationt, weary, steadfast fight-
ers, standing to their arms In all wonthers,
stolidly ready to do thele duty, and only eager
to fght because they want to get it ovor
ance and for all, that they may return to thelr
squalld bomes with the promise of a fow
years of posco. His first Impression of the
Turkish Ariny was one of melancholy, These
peisants sesined to bo waiting, sober-eyed and
grave, to finlsh an unplessant and distasteful
tusk, nnd (napired by nonoe of the buoyaney and
hope for glory with which the seldier usually
yoos into war. Edbhem's nrmy along the frontier
oonalsted of soven Infancry divisions with artil-
lery, a cavalry division with horse artillery, and
aleven balleries of reserve artillery. These
seven divisions were posted tocover the line of
frontier from Grevena on the west o Knte-
rina on the Gulf of Salonlca. Tha normal
strength of the division was two infantiry bri-
gades of elght battalions apiece, Tho nominal
strength of a battallon was 1,000 men. But
Mpr. Steevens, Judging from all the battalions he
saw during tho campaign, is inclined to doubt
whetbher Lheir averngo offcotive strongth waa
much more than 600, Each division had four
batteries of slx guns spiece, though the artil
lery reserve eounted sixty-six guos more. The
grand total of the Army of Thessaly hesetsdown
at 67,200 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 240 guns.,
The strongest point of the line was Elassons,
where 28,400 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 168
guns could be concentrated in nome five hours,
As for the strength of the Greek force, the
Turks had no accurate information. The wild.
et accounts of the Greeks themselves put it at
100,000, but, as it was distributed along the
whole frontler from son to ses, n longer line
than the Turkish, Edbhein had not to fear the
attack of more than 40,000 atthe very out-
side, at any glven polng, and he, in addition
to the forces ho bind before the Meluna, could
concentrate over 40,000 at Larissn at a day's
nopive. Strategleally, everything thus was |n
favor of the Turks, In the guality of the
men themselves, the superiority was still
more marked. The Turkish Army bas been
reprosented by Imaginative correspondents,
who saw It from & snfe distance, a8 undlscl
plined, disorderly, nnd discased, ns lacking in
horees, Lransport, clothes, snd supplies; all of
which statemants Mr. Hleevens says wore un-
true, Hesaw no drunkenness and no brawling,
The Turkish troops, ho says, drank nothink but
wiler and coffon, while stewed grapes twice a
week furnished thelr noarest approach to a
carpuse, Ornamenial in apperrance the srmy
of Elassonn was not,  When u battalion lined up
on parade It wins not unususl to see one man in
W blnefacod uniform rubbing shoulders with
another in o groen, while, as he describes it,
their sanduls lpoked lke old st ulippers and
thelr galters like badly wound hospital band-
wiges ted up with loose ends of string, The
moen, mostly peasants of tve-and-thirty and up
ward, were slovenly at thele drills, and the ofl-
oern thompolves wore somctimes out at elbow,
Thean, however, were but small Juatters. The
uniforms might not be pretty to look at, but
they wore warin., “The Turk might be a bt dig-
shevellod, but be meant Lusiness, - Useful, un-
tiving, and foarless the army undoubtedly was,

mwopary trouble and some dysentery, bul the
amount of alsease was surprisingly small, while
Lhe exceliont permancat hospltal arrangements

As for slckness, there was & good deal of pul- |
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1 the recenily pabiished recollsotions of the

Russo-Turkish war written by
purwoon of the Turkish Army, the thoroughness
and sxcellence of nll hoapltal arrangements In
the Sultan’s army even Lhen Bas been very
clearly pointed out, As the war progressed,
however, the fisld ambulance service proved
ubtarly inadeqrate,

Home exvlanslion, by the way, of the manner
in whioch news of the Turkish Army was man-
ufactured - for consumption at Athens: and
abroad In given by Mr, Frederlck Palmer In his
recontly published beok, “ Qolng to War with
Greoce,” Mr, Palmer, who wan with the Groeks
ot Larisaa saynt .

“1 told littls Volkes of the Acropolis that the
Turkish soldlers, T thought, were ill-fed and
badly uniformed. Tn his paper be quoted me ss
saying that the Turks were naked and starving,
‘Why did you put it that way!' T aeked him, ‘I
only made It strovgdr,’ he ropllied guile Inno-
Jcently, adding, with a awing of his hat, an en-
thuninatio * Five o guerre! Tosjours la con:
quite ' " '

On Enster Bundny bogan the batile of Meluna,
the first important enagement of  tho ~war,
which had opened with the desultory fighting at
Karya the day bafore. Tho Groaks had sttacked
in foroe at dusk on the Saturday evening, and
had swarmed up the low hills that flank Meluns
Pass, and oocupied the line of the frontier, sur-
rounding the Turkish blookhonse at the hond of
the pass [tsalf. The pass is five milos distant
from Elassonn, and it woas 2 In the morning be-
fors the Turks came Into action In force.
With four batialions they nad driven the Groeks
back to the hills and rescued the beloaguered
outpost. of the blockhouse, all day long
n atendy Ore from either side kopt up,
no aitompt being made (o ghin  ground
by elther mide, the flight resolving itsoif
Into m ateady twenty-six hours' fusillude. Then,
‘at nightfall, the Turks charged with fixed bay-
onets. The Groeks stood thelr ground Lill tha
enemy wan some Lhirty yards away, then turned
tadl and fled. They had had enough. The battie
of Meluna wan over, and the Turks had won the
mato of Thoasaly. It was a comparatively blood-
less victory. While the total Turkish foree en-
waged wan little, if any, short of 30,000 mon,
with four fleld batleries na well as mountoed
guns, and tho Greek strength probably not much
inforior, nfter twentiy-ix hours’ continuous
fighting hoth sldes only lost about sixty
killod and probably 600 wounded. At Gravelot
tho Germana loal over 19,000 men ont of
280,000—that is, more than & in 100. At
Meluna the Jloms can hardly have boen
mors than 1 to 1,000. It was, in many ways, a
curious battle. On either side the forces wero
spread oul over the hills, and the fighting was
carrivd out inn way that Is traditional in all
tho Halkan peninmulas. There was no volley
firing. Each mnn bullt a little heap of stones,
Iay down behind it and fired when' hoe felt in.
clined. It is. an Mr. Stoovens anyns, n mothod of
fighting that bespeaks want of energy rather
than n wantof courage, ns an English corre-
spondent records the fact that he had seenn
company of Turks fight in this way till the Inst
man was killed,

At this point the war practically stood still for
some Ltime, while the Turkish force prepared for
the Invasion of Thessaly, Down along the zig-
zags of Meluna the army of Edhem marched
into the plainy, sometimes slowly, always moy-
Ing with infinite care, until the dark maes began
to form and eninrge and sproad over the plain
at the foot of the pass. Guns, battery after bat-
tery, cavalry, slowly poured down the hillside
and crossed the Greek frontler, while the encmy
mado no slgn. Then came the so-called battle
of Matl, the deciding action of the firat slage ol
the war. Hero the Turks had the advantage
of numbers, having in all about 55,007 men,
while the whole Greek force, sccording to
Heuter's correspondent, conaisted of about thir
teen battallons of a thousand Infintry aploce,
five squadrons and thirty-aix guna. The Greeks,
however, baving had time to intreneh them-
selves, hnd the advantage of position, The fight-
ing began in the centre, with a amart cannonade
from either side, while by about, 1 o'clock the

latt, where the Turkish artillery wasdolng good
work. The fight was soon over., The Greek
position yas broken up by the steady fire of the
Turkish batterics, and by next morning tho
Greck army had vanished, leaving the road
opento Larissu. The huge nrmy of the conguer-
“Ing Turks was now pouring down from every
apening into the plain, with horse, foot, and bag-
gogo traina. And here, says Mr. Steevens, the
conquerors displayed no exultation. Through
the rich cornflelds of the plain of Thessily, they
marched slouchingly but composedly, and he
describes Lhe entry into Larissn as alniost o kind
of Sunday-school treat,so orderly und so woods
nutured was everything on the part of the vic-
tors, The Greeks had fled In disorder after two
days of desultory shell Hre, lenving everything
bebind them. It wasa flight in which officers
ran bellowing with terror and left thelr men—a
flight headed by the Commnnder-in-Chier, the
King's son himself. Ilere let Mr, Steevens bhim-
eell describe the scene In Larissa: *The velled
Mussilman wouien bad come out, now that the
soldiers ware abroad in the town; they wire
walking up and down under their parasols,
Children, Turk and Jow and Greek alike, were
playing in the stroeis. Dogn werg banking In the
sun. ‘Tho shops were mustly close-aliuttered,
Up and down with wonderiug oyes—they had
bardly seen Salonica coming through, and, Lo
many, Larisaa was the flrst town of their lives—
strolled half-barbarous Anantolinns. And, with
it all, no outrage. 1 will not say that thore was
no single case of disorder. A few men were ar-
rested for looting. Tney were condomned to be
shot, but I am happy to say they were let off
next morning with o thrashing.  Hut 1 patrolled
the clty for hours, and 1 do say that the order,
the discipline, and the good humor of the Turks
could bave been exceoded by no nation in the
world. More, [ do not bellove Lhat any natlon
oould have equalled it. Inno other country I
ever honrd of are soldiers so well disciplined, so
slimply, unquestioningly, even childishly obe-
dient to thelr officera. The ofMicers had for-
bidden plllage and violence. and the soldiers
obeyed."

The good order may, too, have been lo part
due to the facta that the Turks entered Larissa
in cold blood, that the Gresk population had
bolted and thut the Greek criminals released
from jail bad been beforchand snd taken most
of the oot in slgbt. Larissa, moreover, wans only
o half hostile elty, and as the Turks marched in
the Munsulman population came oul to salute
tholr deliverers, They laughed and erled aud
hugied cach other io the streets, the Grecks
wore forgotten and overy one was happy, Unly
the Jews seemed to have kept a wamo snd
unemotious! oye upon the inanclal possibilities
of the situation. They, we are told, did a fine
business In Greek notes taken from the doad,
which they cheerfully negotinted at 30 por cont.
of thelr face value,

At this poiny the Turk, as is his habit in time
af victory, became careless and apathetie, and
In the first battlo of Velestino which followed
he mot with his only defeat of tho war. The
Greoks under Col. Smolenski numbered about
1,200, with four batteries strongly intrenched,
The Turks opposed them with 8,000 men with
four batteries. It Velestino were taken, it would
mean the culting of the Greek lne in balf, and
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Groeke Jofy one mugnifivent position after an-
othor befars they had even bognn to suffer. Be-
fote polng into the war they sosmed to have
ovarestimutod thele power of sndurance. They
did not rohlise what fighting moant. As
for the Turkish army, It is summed up by Mr.
Hteovons ns muoh like the Turklsh transport
sarvice. Liko the phok horse, which brings up
1is ammunition of broad and water, it 1s strong,

‘pationt, stupld, slow, and indomitable, and It

goes lis own way, whoover tries to gulde it. Tt

.makes wonderful marches, only it s liable to

start al the wrong time and arrive at the wrong

plnoe, It has no Oring Iine and no fire Alsols

pline, and when the enomy is retroating Lhe
oavalry Is oarofully held back from pursult. In
short, it Is an army made up of wondsrfal Bght-
ors lod by tho worst oMoeers in the world. The
Gleriorals, excepting only Edhem, Beyfoullah,
and B ea, were Insubordinate, sluggish, Incapa-
ble of combinatlon, ignorant often of the range
of thelr own guna.

It was a queer nfMalr altogelher, in which the
teagic and the farclenl wers strangoely blended;
and, on the whole, Mr, Hteevens has writton an
exoellont account of what e saw. He (s always
nlert, sonsible, and Intoresting, and less prollx
than many of those soleran gontlemen whao, in
the compurrative seatrity of the bargago wawon,
wore wont to alb In Judgment and settle the
issues of & war, each in his own Individual way,

Yonur modern war correspondent prides him-
moll upon being, before all sles, unomotionnl,
The days of tho old descriptive writing In the
Homorle manner bave gone by, The modern
method cortesponds to that of the Impros
slonist In anothor branch of art. Vividly
oolored pleturos brought before the eye
in short, sharp, descriptive passages have
taken the - placo of thosn stately, prolix,
and, it must Be confossed, somewhat tire-
some narratlves written by the mon of the
older schoal. Part of the modern man’s method
conslsts In showing us the ragged edgos of tho
romantic stnff of which the old-time war story
win knit. He shows us the baitiefleld on tho
morning aftor an engagement. Bodles of the
dead stelpped and Iying festering In the hot sun,
heads caked with blood, fleah puffed and awollen,
flies fensting on the half decomposed faces,
wounds, dry, dirty, and gaping. Tt is not so
romantio n method of trentment as that of the
older men, who loved toshow us all the glory
and pomnp and clrecumstance of war, but. it has
1ts unos,

Here |8 a pleture of one of tha Turkish vil-
Inges in war time: * It was o jumble of huts,
partly unmortared  stone, partly mud bricks
dried into stone and washed by the rain into
mud again, The dirty little housca hod dirty
little courta bofore them Inelosad In high stone
or mud walle, Here and there squuttod a
noldler; hero and there a beggar; here and there
i blnek blat, which on nearer view became n
Turkish woman in domine, The road Lhat ran

«through this villageé was an open sewer; the

hovsea plashed alopg It hoof deep in hith, In
the middle of it dogs were gnawing at a dead
dankey, one-hulf bones and the other half putre-
faction. Now and ngain we had to scramble
ovoer heaps of dung ns high as n man, and on the
top of these played ehildren—pretty, brown-
skinned, Himpid-eyed girls, with plgtalls down
thuir backs and trousers down Lo thelr bare foe:,
They were fat and ruddy enough for children,
But tho stink of that villan was an abiding
horrop,"

Wo do notalways share the author's intense
interest in spocnlations ans to the probable con-
tents of tho evening pof au few, and many of
the. purcly personal detalls of his narrative wo
are willing to tulie ne read, ns the lnwyers sny.
Whother tho war correspondent merely aatis.
flea his corporeal meods with a slice cut from
the hindguarter of n dead horse, or fares
sumptuonsly upon the pottikd meats drawn
from n well-atocked portable lnrder, seoms, after
all, hut of secoudary importance, if bhe keops o

{ cool head and lets us know what the fighting

men are doing; nnd this Mr. Steevens seoins Lo
have done.

A Study of Dickens.

In ' Charles Dickens; o Oritical Study’' (Modd
Mead & Co) Mr, Groral Grasxa hus written o
brilliant, Iuteresting, and, on the whole, ex-
tremely sensible and waell-balanced monograph
upon the groat English novelist. At a time
when so many eritlea affect to look down upon
the art of Dickens as hopelessly nntlqunted and
unreal, und when we are assured thut the world
hna progressed to o point at which it demands
somethlng more selenced nnd more complex as
[ts mental nourishmoent than that which he pro-
vided,Itis pleasant to Ainda young writer who has
proved himsoll worthy of respectful considerns
tion ns n novelist boldly standing out In defonce
of the idealism, the cheerful optimism, and the
high moral purpose that were the distingulishe-
ing charactoristica of all that Dickens wrote,
We mnay not sgroo with this Intest champlon in
ali hia conclusions, lmt we are bound 1o res
poct Lils sincerity, his knowiedge of his sub-

Ject, hls sympathy, and the modesty with
wlich his views are in every coso ex
pressed. In a sories of short chapters he

tronts of tho age in which Dickens lived: the
prowth of the man and writer; lils art, voracity,
and morul purpose; his style; s hnmor and
pathos and other matters, and the resultant
gives ua a clear nod vivid Impression of the
whole subject nnd forms one of the hest short
studies of theman nnd his work yet written,
Tounderstand the position held by Dickens
In tho publie regard, and estimnte his wctivity
In relntion to the age In which be lved; it is
neceasary, firat, to glanco at gowme of the condi-
tions of life in England in that day, In 18352,
Lthe yenr of the passing of e Reform bill, he
wik 20 yoars old, and had begun work ns a
shorthand writer snd w journslist, «lis venrs of
wpprenticeship to lfe nnd Hlevature wora thosn
which saw the rise and estiblishment of a new
socinl and political power, owing its develop-
ment to conl apd steel nnd machinery, o TR1Z,
the yoear of his birth, we read of rloting workmen
who smashed machinery and wore restealned by
foree, and betweon then und 1831, the dateof the
Poor Law Amendment act, there was mors riot-
ing on the one hand and at the snme time vast
wrowth of population and commerce cn the
other. Side by wide we sce tho beginnings of
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very robost ehd, Aitiing fn byvlaces noar
Rothester Onstle, with s bead full of Partridge,

Berap, Tom Pipes and Bancho Panss,” and we

know also tho story of the less happy life that |

began in London soon after, David Copperfisld
has mode the world familine with the pathetic
fAgure of nlittle Ind slaving at ignolils tasks In

ngrimy London stroel, David oleansd botties

for n wins merchant, Dickens, nsa ohild, did the
same work for n firm of blacking makers. Luok-
fly for the world, he went to school at 12 years
old, and from that day never lost astep upon
tho path of success. Ho had sebn much of the
mivery of life, and had learned the lesson of
sympathy In perhaps the enly school In which it
oan ba troly loarned, but his early yearaof hard.
ship had not soured his disposition. When, st
24, b found himself the moat popular author of
his day, he could laugh and make the world
Jlaugh with him, and so wislded the strongest
wonpon in his fight on behalf of the weak and
the opprossed,

At the timo whan Dickens was apprantice to
hin eraft, the Jeading namen among writers of
fietion waore thoss of Peacosk, Mra, Norton, Bal
wer, Alnsworth, and Marryat, Tennyson had
already appoarad, Browning had printed a poeim,
and " Hartor Hesartus” had made an unobiry-
sive appenrance, while the cstablishment of
Chambery's Joupnal and Knight's Penny Mago-
ine (ndionted the growth of & new wpublie,
which no author had hitherto addresssd di-
roctly, and which could only be redched by pube
lioation in the cheapest form. Tt waato this
mathod of publieation In cheap periodieal
installoonts that one of Dickens's muche
criticised wonknesses wns duoe.  The early
novels appoared In monthly parts, and publea-
tion wan often begun with only three or four
parts compleled, The novel bocaman kind of
Improvisation, n narrative to be carrled forward
As far as poesible In conformity with the reader's
aste. It was impossible for Lhe suthor ta nmiake
any changes in the earller chaplers of the slory
aor to seo mentally, nsn whole, the work on
which he was sngaged. Morsover, Dickens, ns
wn know, always kept hin eve upon the
siles nocount, and this sometimes lod to
cutions  resulta,  After " Martin  Churzle.
wit” was well under way, the declining
#alo showed that the monthly Installments
were nob  proving so altractive as usual,
Straighiway the hero was sont to Ameriea, Ine
tarost was reawnkenad, and the recelpts lowed
in ms rapldly as over. Bo, too, we know that
Dickons aleo was alwaya Influenced by s desire
not to offend his readers, ** Do you think It may
be dane without muking people Angry 1 ho serls
ounly writes to Foster whon contemplating the
introduction of n cortain character in * Domhey
and =on.™ And this, to the modern school of
critics, I8 proof poaitive of his philistinium.
And yet, ns Mr. Glssing polnts aut, all such erit-
leism I8 perhapa Irrelevant, Dickens hnd be
fore bim no such ortistic idesl as somany of
the modern wrilers strive for. He noever desired
frecdom to offend his publie, Srmpathy with
bis roaders was to him the very broath of lfe,
nnd the more complete that symprthy the betler
ilid ho esiteam his work, He minde no attempt
to convert hin renders Lo o new view of literary
morals,  Against folly or Injustice, social or

.palltieal, he would use all the resources of his

urt, and he mude no secret of the fuet that he
wrole with n moral purpose, Thinis theone thing,
lhowever, that Is scornfully forbidden by every
rilo of the schools of rigld art. He never, on the
other hand, deliberately aacrificed truth to re-
finement, and yet e drew the line at anything
that, to him, seemed neodlessly unplensant,
Bill Sikes and Naney, for example, never ofoe
utter u vile word, though, as a matier of
fact, in real life, they would do so with overy
other breath. Anag, If such morely nhuatraot
discussions wore worth while, it might be ar-
gued here that, asreal, living, breathing figures,
thoy stand out more clearly than any of the
foul-mouthed gots and brutal erimminals that
Zoln has go often put bofore us, Dickens dalib-
orately {deallzed, often, It mnay bo admitted, 1o
apointat which his charascters became alinost
absurd, But he did so with a set purpose, and,
to understand hia whole design, we must roalize
tho position In which he stood with relation to
his readers, Sitting in his study at Gadshill he
was, as he wrote, In actual touch with his pub-
le.  His relationship to his readers was an [nti-
mato personal one such ns no other writer had
enjoyed at that timo and such as will nover,
probably, be possiblo again,

In My, Gissing's chapter on the women and
children of Dickens we find much with which it
Is not ensy to agree. The essorist, in his own
novels, has never shown himsolf stroog in his
porirniture of women. He, somehow, does not
senm to understand them, and, in this chapter,
he s Inclined to overaccentunte the satire with
which DHekens porteayed certanin of his female
characters, nnd to do seant justiee to the many
fMgures on which lie bestowed so much admira-
ble and appreciative eare. Nor do wo believe
that be could prove his statement that Dickens
never was A favorite with his fomale readers,
anid that many of them could see in him
something like a personnl enemy, a conflrmed
Hbeller of ull who speak the feminine tongue,

George Ellot belioved that Shakespears was
unjust to women, and wo have recenlly seon on
sugry fomale writing soriously to protest
ngainst the bard of Avon's "arrogant and
domineering attitude toward the opposite sex,""
which ghe considers renders him a most per-
nicious toachor for the modern malden and
young man. Yet we need hardly believe that
this reprosents the feeling of the modern edy-
ented woman teward Dickens,

Mr, Gissing's attitude in the matter Is best
shown by o quotation: * Setting anside his
would:-be teagio figures, the Lady Dedlocks and
Edaith Dombaeys: neglocting #l=o, for the moment,
his exemplars in the life of home (doubitfully sym-
vuthetie to the female readers of our duy), It is
abvions that Dlvkens wrole of women in his lve-
lieat spiritofsatire. Wonderful ns fact and ad-
mirable ns art are the numberleas pletures of
more ov less detestable widows, wives, and spin-
stors which appenr throughout his books,
yond dispute, thoy must bo held among his (Inest
works, This portealiure alone would sstablish
his olaim lo grentness. And I think it might boe
forvibly argued that, for incontestable proof of
Dickens’s fidelity in reproducing the life he know,
one should turn in the first place to his gallory

! of foulish, ridiculous or oMensive women."” Afier

vaut prospority and widespread distress, Under !

the old law providing for the destitute by means |

of outdoor rellef pauperism wan dovbilors on-
couraged, bnt a change to harsber disdpline
was nocessarily marked with much ernelly, and
THokens ennged himaalf on the slde of those who
denounced the new rule. Another dotall of the
firat Importance as sorving to illusirate some of
his beat work in seen in tho stato of the lnws
reguluting child lubor at that tme, In 1835
Lord Ashley, afterward Lord Shaftosbury, hogau
his long erusade on bohalf of the littlo children
who worked for wuges in the English factories
oud mines, The Iaw then in foree forbade chil-
dren under 13 years of nge 1o engago in such
Inhor for more than Lhirtesn hours a day, snd

"vortain of the reports of the Commissloners In

the motterof ehild pmployment st this time make
ntale of eruelty that might well bave Inswired
80 philauthroplo w writer an Dickens, Lord
Shaftesbury met with fnsult and calumny. anid
wans nt firet regarded aa a sentimental dresmer,
Diekens had o weapon more eMcacious Lhan the
moat b L zenl, Me bad abundant bumor,

a0, rolying upon tho cowardice of thelr I

tho Turks became foolhardy. The Groekns, how-
over, in this engagenient wero commnanded by
thelr besl Jeader, and thelr bebavior showed
that, with capable ofMcering, they might have
flgured In o betier lght throughout the war,
They held thelr position and kept the Turks
manwuvring all dey under a redhot sun, and
when the Intter were exhaustod for the want of
water, and wore short of annmunition, swarmed
down from the hills upon thewm aod forced
them (o retreat, It was the one chance
thal Gireecs had In all the war, and she
falled to use It to ndvantage. It marked an ln-
tarval bet ween the flrut aol of the struggle snd
the pecond, and, from this polnt on, the Greeks
agnin retreated Just as conslstently, though,
porheps, ool as unsteadily ws bofore. At Phar-
nals they sbandoned Lhelr position and lost the
strategle ndvantage they nnd guined, and they
ran away at Volo. In fact, the only thing that
delayed the inevitable end was Lbe customary
\Tarkiah sloth, the natlonal Indisposition to fol-
low up & vietory with decisive moctlon. The
whole war, as summed up by Mr, Swevens in

nud, an My, Ginslng says, if once the crowd has
laughed with yau It will not ehject to cry s
Hetle—nay, It will meke good resplves, and
sometimes carry them oul.

It was, In many ways, a harsh and unsympa-
thetie ago—an uge in which thoe hanging of old
and young, men and woweon, served as one of
the Londoner's regular entectaluments. It s
sald (bat comparatively lato In his lfe the great
novellst's deseription of w bunglng written for
& dally paper bad o large part in putting an cnd
to public exvontlons.  Another charsctoristio of
the ago wan the popularily of brandy deinkiog.
Sald Dr. Johnson: “He who aspires to bo a
horo must deink hrandy.," And of the manners
of Mr. Plekwick and bis fmmorta) associatos
falthfully refecled the manners of thele time,
England nt that day was full of beroes, Tt was
an age of ugliness, snd the humor of Dickens,
playiug npon its grotesque fealures, not only
dld much to improve it, bub lelt for us s series
of plotires thal, hbowever modern erlileism may
rank him as an artisl, will surely last. '

We know bow he speaks of bimsgl! as ™ not s
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that profession of faith, It in not surprising to
find Mr, Gissing lingering with obvious relish
over euch of those Instnnces in which Dickens
Inughed In a grimly satirle way at the mare
grot sque follies and weaknesnes of women ol a
corinin speoies; the Mres, Nicklobys, Mrs, Var
aens, Mrs. Wellors, and, to take still more glar-
lug instances, the Hotsy Prigs and Mra. Gamps,
Ho ndimits that there is n certain idoalization
in thew all, and his analysis of the charactor of
the immortal monthly nurse forms one of the
best passages in his essny: butin treating the
keneral aubject of the womon of Dickens he at
times betrayes some lack of that spirit of humor
in which the povellst always worked, which is
equally essential to a true appreciation of him,
In a chapter entitlml “Comparisons,” Dick-
one's mothods and soie of their results are nou
unskilfully contrasted with thoso of Hugo, Bal-
#n0, Flaubert, the Gonecourts, and Zola, and the
nasertion so often mnde that Dickens drew types
only, and pot men and women, in disputed.
“Let the critie,” says Mr, (Gilssing, “who dis
minsen Dickons's fgures as types, turn for o wo-
ment to Hogo's masterpiece, Jea Miscrables,
What are wae to call the personngos in this storyl
Put side by alde the dotective Javert and In.
spector Bucket., 1L is plain at once ihat in the
latter we have an individual, a living man full
of peoullarities, some professionnl, some native
to himself; ho represontis, no doubt, the London
poliga force of hin day, but only us any very
shrawd, lrisk, and gonsclentious inspoctor
woauld hnvo dono wo, Javert, on the other band,
Is an ipcarnation of the penal code, neither
more nor loss, Never for one instant do wo wis
take him for a being such as walks the eorih,
He is sllogether superhuman; ho talks the lau-
guage of an ombaodled Jden; it cannot wur
prise us howaver ublquitous he seems or liow-
aver marvollous his scent for » criminel”
Throughont the book we will find the sawe
thing, Jean Valjean s the type of suffering
humanity--—not one mon, but menv; while Co-
wette, Fantine and oll the rest stand for Idoas
and rarely produce the illusion of reality. Les
Misérables In one of the world's great books,
and that, as Mr, Gisslng rightly admits, cannot

be saidof any one of Lickens's. Hugo uw.-] th
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earned wilh the grest slemsntary forom

1ife of tha world, whils hrmutmﬂﬂnm
day lHle was omourh. His philosophy was s
simple one—he had falth In man, and an
Abundant senne of b !

After all, in thess idealized portraits of his
wo have ensential truth, Woe may well bellove
that Mr. Micawbor nover cotld have had an
netunl existence, Yet, for ull time, lis atands na
the reprenentative of that mighty army of mon
Who are walting for something to turn up, RN
Hikes Is drawn wilh more than a touch of the
melodramntbe. * Wolves, toar your throats!"
he growls, when fiying on the housstops from
his pirsiers, and we know that the phrase
rincks of the Adelphil footlights rather than of
the East Knd sluma. Hut none the less (s the
burglar, as wo have sald, a living notunlity. s

Dickenn was often angry with fnntitutions,
but he was nover bitter agalost fate. He loved
hin work, and his 1fe was one of censeless no-
tivity, mental and physioal, After an niling
childhood he grow into health whioh, thoneh
naver robust, yat allowed him to sxpend aun ag-
traondinary amount of shergy. Favcotally e
terouting Is the power he had of pursulng his
Imaginative task amid distractions which te
most men  would prove fatal. Homething
of that domestle tronble which Mr. Glmning

rightly touchies, on  but  for a moment
showed ltseif In his work at one pe
riod of his life. But even In the last

chapter he wrole there s no gloom. He
wrale as one who was tired but not despondent,
and what he wrote nssuredly ho beliaved.
Whatever his uilstakes, that of insinoerity had
no place nmong them, Tn his letter writing alons
he did almost a life's work. Page after page of
Forster's life In ovcupled with extracts from
private correspondence, and thee is not » line
unworthy of print and preservation. Ho was
al all thoes something more than a writer of
booke, and his bost spitaph (s that written by
Carlyle on hearing of his denth: “The good,
the gentle, high-gifted, everfriondly, nohle
Dickena—arery inch of him an honest man.”

It Is sald that ho is no longer rond by the edme
eatod, that his cheery optimism conveys a falne
view of life, and thnt bis characters are Impos
#ible nnd grotesque earfcatiures, Mr. Howells
would have us believe that to enjoy these old-
fashloned slorles we must be intollectually un-
developed; that Dickenn Inckw art, and that for
trie pletures of 1ife wo must look to those Inde
fatigable and ofton aggressive analysts who in-
sikl wpon our studying every form of human de-

-volopment nndor the lens of the microscope.

He may be right, or, on the other hand, it

inny be thnt when a wrlter sits down to
cunstruct s narrative he  deliborately on-
ters & world  distinet  from  the actunl,

Posalbly he is the truest artist who gives us
pletures that represent his own particular wny
of looking nt 1ife, As a matter of fiet, the upe
tmivm of Dickens may Tead us as near to the
unnitalnable—the abstract truth-ns will the
pessitnlsm of the most rampant of the sp-called
“reallsts,” A man may spend all his Hfe in
stuidying what he belloves to be the rules and
principles that govern his urt, ond vet the res
sult of all hin labor may leave us nnmoved}
while the minn of genltua, hecdless of all the Isma
and the abstract formule: that nindern erltle
clsm makes wo much of, will in his own time nnd
in his vwn way create that which is lmmortal.
One curlous point, to whicn Mr, tsslng has
not ¢alled attention, is thint, whersns Dickens, ne
a mattor of art and prinelple. deliborntely avoid-
od that which woulil give offenee ind was yet
thie most popular writer of his time, the mian who
to-dny sells more books by the thousand thas
any othor lving writer ts M, Zola, '

A CATHOLIC PRIENT'S VIENS,

The Rev., Br. Fdward MeNweesny on the Doty
of the Uelted Stutes in Caba.

To e Epimor oF Tre Ses—S8ie: “Here lsa
people strugeling for lberty and pouring forth
wenoroukly of their hearts' Linod. Noone says
thot tho Ase lean colonics Aid not have the
right 1o revoll in 1776, 1 believe thnt Cuba bns
the same vight now.” These are words re-
ported to have heen uttorod by Lishop Foley of
Detrolt In his apild clty on March 14,
They are worthy of one Sprn in the State which
gave birth to Fatber Johu Carro)l, first Bishop
of genuinely American Baltlmore, whom Con-

“wross in ‘76 requested to accompany Franklin,

Chnse and Carroll of Carro!ll on on tholr mis
sjon o Canadn, aod who, true wricst and pa-
triot that ho was, performed that publie ser-
vice, And Rome! Rome -onflrmed the cholue
of his fellow missionarics und nomed him Arst
Hishop of the United States,

We priests are very conservative in maine
taining the duty of ebudicuce to legitimate au-
thority and adwmit no ro-valled *'right of revolu-
tlon' aguiner It, The guestion for us {s; Is the
de facto Governme:at legitimate in its use of
power! If It uses iix powoer for oppression and
dogtruction, the Catholie Church does not oblige
the poople to wubmit to such tyranny. ‘They
can reslst the Goversvent which is not earried
on for thy common gowl, See Balivea's “Euvir
peun Civilization,” note 33 to cbhaptor LV,
where he gquotes Bt, Thomns Aquinos to the
effeet [2.2: g, 42: Art, 25 ad S am).  The quotas-
tiop is easy to verify.

Hut who s to declde whether the Spanish
Government o Cuba is tyrannieal or nott We
have no umplre now as Europe bl when the
Pope was tom:poral nu well as spiritunl arbiter
af Christendom. The poople must Judge lor
themselves, usiag thelr own consclences, Yo
would no! bave them wait until the dny of
judgment for a declsion., would youl When
Rome threatened to condemn Lbe Knights of
Labor for sodition, the present succosror of Oars
roll In the Bee of Haltimore interfered succons-
fully against the sentence, showlug that fn thia
vountry the Governmment does not docide dis
putes Detween laLor und capltal, but leis them
“eight it out.” "T'were better I wy hoa an ine
tornationnl Court of Appeal, doublless, hut
thern 1 no revogmized one to-day.

“What 8 01 ol oar businessl” A great
deal, We ape “our hrothor's keeper,” Cuba
in our nelghbar, placed noar us by Goed, It is
aur duty to belp our nelghbor.  If ’ruu duw
two families af your nclghtvarhoo! killing oue
anothor, would you feel hound to nwait the de-
uiwlon of the Bupreme Court hefore Interfering,
osporinlly if one was notoripusly woaker than
the other! Plus IX, conderoned that solfiah,
unChristinn - dootrine called  “nop-interven-
tion,” which held that one people tind no right
1o help anotoer In cuse invasion, &c.
Syllabus of 1864, No. 62, 7

“Put the Cubans are not a soparate people,
Indeed, pray how limg does it tase a coluny to
reach (ts majority ! Cuba v 400 vours old. We
renched our mnjority after only 130 yenrs, Lo
vou fmngrine that o father ean lawfo li' prevent
bis children going off and setting up hause for
themnelves when they nre old enoughl Or do
yvou maintain that ho has the right to kﬂ-r thita
forever under his own control and working for
him? Nature shows us the vow driving awey
her grown calf, the hen blddiog her imature
clilekens serateh for themeselves, &o, ere in
n porfect annl between these anlmals, adult
ohildren, and oolonies -u timo comes when al' of
them of right nssume autonomy, It Epain
had roo this truth, tfiba to-day would
have boen s loyal pravines, llko Canndn or Aus-
tralia, or a friendly sister comnionwealth, Un-
fortunately and to Ler distrace, If the facta be
as reported, sho hes used her daugbter Cuba as
the Romuns did Slefly nnd Africs and

ng-
Uali do thelr captive Indin—as s Klondike for
needy  pro-consuls and  carpet bogcers, Hhe
has not uwatalized the Church in {Iﬂ.ll, but
used even the Bishops sid high-class irh
priesta an her polleemen, insistiog that they
shiould alwayas be nuilve-born Spaolerds, She
hes thus nﬂimd and jusulted and injured the
Cubans body and soul. In such use of power
logitimatel -

Shall we interfere! It Is u question for Con-
gress Lo declde, 1 simply look at ths matter
28 o Cathollo priest and In ils m HATAACE
Brotherly love binds us to holp our nelghbor,
but we noed not do so if It would throw onre
solves into lke distress,  Cuba will be & miee
ter Stato of ours oventially, anyhow, | visiied
Jamaica last month and’ fonnd many fndica-
tionn of the trend of the “manifost destiny’ in
that Island also, Awmerican priests and nons
wave replnced the Eneliah ones thero, and are
to a cortain extent governed from New x
while nearly all the trade ls with this country,
The mntire West Indian nrehipelaza will nson

ours.  Uod grant us to know one duty in thns
('irr’umllnr}-;rn and to u}u il.!I lfh!u;r‘u*n‘:;:ril;um
are remputilican ' LW AL HWHEENY,
It Mul's"r Sy, Many's, Morch 28, 1808,

Birvns Conte in Cald Rlermges,

Men's overconts and dress sults and olber
clothing, aawell ak furs and carpots and rugs
are pot into eold storage nowadays in summer
to keop them safe trom motbs.  Women's

wns are aldo stored (o this manner, A moan
u this city han Intely ;ml. inte cold slorage
elght or ton sults of winter clothing, Dress
aults, overcoats, and other clulbing are recalvoed
and hung up in tb‘ui».lwmm m'i.:‘:dllun“te:vl::

Arumenis are, or ey are rece
::Me.h s the less exponsive method of stering
ewm,




