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ft ran tazvadls zrititAnr Fomano
e? nr Tittiominrr h. rAiirix.
If.- - It lt Oilur Itpld, In,, llfii-fen- the Merit

IM' '"' it Horn Collrr'wr, mid In Said lo lie the
WtK ",.' Largest or II Hlml tn Hi World Hook

Or . Worth TiiMr Weight In Hold nnd .More.

mx, F CiDAn'ltAViDS, la., April largest
if'" library of Its kind In the world la to lio found In

BtjV'?J Cedar Ilaplds. .It Is known pretty nearly nil
w :. over tho globe. 'llh Its contents men of India,
E ' V." ot EurP ol South America, ore nioro familiar
gift" Uin are tlio people of (."cdnr Ilaplds ltsolf, villi

IE: the exception of a tnero handful of persons. It
Bah- ' contains hooks for which tho librarian has 'i

reived offers of their weight in cold, and there
Bi 'j; Is one llttlo old puinphlet width Is worth n Rood

Kf ' tnnny times Its weight in tho precious motol.
Tf.'1 , The library hns thelnrgest and most valUHble

, collection of books relating to Freemasonry In
.'' ' the world. It Is the only collection of bitch

books housed In an independent building. It
.' Is not only tho greatest Masonic library In ex

istence, but it is also grmlually nt cumulating
,.v other treasures which will niako II. noUblc,

ven among goneral bibliographical Institutions,
Andflnally.lt Is a monument tu (he persistence

.
' and tho talents of one man who U n nntural

born colloctor, If over then) wns ono.I "Purv ill's Plaything" Is wh.it sumo peoplo
call this library. "i'arvtn's Hobby," It Is nick- -

named by others. They nro tho men who will
be forgotten fifty years from now, when 'Tnr-- 1

vln's Plaything'" will, If it has anything like the
', assistance It deserves, have become n monu

ment to Its orisrtnator of which tho wholo State
may woll bo proud.

Theodore S. I'nrvin Is now In his elghty-seo-on- d

year, and sixty years of his lifo novo been
spent In Iowa. In 1839 he was tnudo State

BfJ, , librarian, und f."i,000 was given to him with
js - which to lay tho foundation of tho present col- -

ff lection nt'tho Stnto' capital. If ho had been ro
ll - ti.lned In that olllce, Iowa would not now lmvo
I , , library far Inferior to those of other States.
A Tho Iowa Stnto library is merely one of tho

i political levcis for election purposos, and tho
t ofticc of Llbriu Ian Is awarded Ju;t us any other

political plum is given out.
!. Hut vou cannot stop a born collector from col

' lectliiR any more than you can make a born crip-
ple stop limping. Consequently when Mr. I'nr- -

r? vln droppod out of tho Stato library Into tho
practice of law, ho went on caving up odds and
ends which everybody else throw'into tho wnsto

t: basket and sold with gleo at a tent or two n

! f pound. Ho begun pkkliiR up other things be-

sides books and papers. lie cherished fossils
and crystals and everything interesting that ho
ever ran ucross. Ho was n prominent Mason,
and ho saved nil tho books mid pamphlets and

a If, 'rocdrds and buttons and aprons and ho on and
j 81' on everything, in fact, rclatlns to the order,
ft ' ' In 1885 ho ilunlly succeeded In Retting the
j'Uf: ' grand lodgo to appropriate monoy for a library

V building. Cedar Itaplds gave the location and
H Hreprpof structure costing about $32,000 was
?. ' put up. This is now tilled, crammed in every

j V' .
' nook nnd corner with books, pamphlets, medals,

. 'historical and scientillc curiosities.
If While the library (s, first and foremost, a

' IP Jiasonlo collection, it Is novcrthcless;full of lu-

ll tercst to tho outsider. Thero Is a lurgo nnd
if extremely intcrojtlng collection of books on
f different secret societies; histories of clubs mill

' club lifo; of the secret societies of the Ituvolu-- i

tlon; of tho army and navy; histories of the
I Kostorinns, Dervishes, Thugs, Druids, Assas-- S

sins, lloslcruchuis and.Kuglleh and other guilds.
' ?T. Jinny of these books aro of tho seventeenth or

' the eighteenth century nnd some aro In foreign
fit'.' languages. One of the must Interesting is "Tho
8 1 ' Secret History of tho Cnlvcs'-IIca- d Club, or the
g Itepubllcan Unmusii'd. Wherein is fully shown
i Tho Itcligion of tho Calvoa-Hca- Heroes, in

jB& their Annivorsary Thanksgiving Songs on the
"'"l Thirtieth of Jnnuary, by them called An--

J 3 theras. For the Years 1093, 11194, IWtJ, lOtlll,
Ir'l ll fiu7. To Domonstrato tho Iieolless. Itnplaca-Ill- l

bio Spirit of a certain Party still among us,
ffip " ivho aro never to be satlstled till tho 1'rescnt
Uij-- e' Establishment In Church and Stato is Sub-M- a

W Torted."
t ffi at Tho rarest book perhaps in the ontlre collec-- ,

lyX tlon is a llttlo old pamplikt which looks as if it
IM wasn't worth a farthing, 't is a copy or tho

t & '' u first edition of. tho constitution or tho .society of
Kf " 1'roo" and Accepted Musons and was published

1ft , 'in London in 171!'.!. it is absolutely tho only
if Known copy in c.itcno and would bring him- -

I " ' dreflB of dollars It put up tor tule. It wlis
5 ' bought In lbtiH, at the Spencer tnlu in London,

v a for It. V. How or of Keokuk, who left It to tho
, y Iowa Grand Lodgo library. A pure piece of
fi luck sent It to this country. An agent was at
J '

, tho Spencer sale with Instructions to buy this
f. VI pamphlet at any cost; nut hi intention wns
I-- ' 'temporarily dlbtrnclcd nnd In the Interval tlio
I' ' book wns put up nnd knocked down to Uowcr's
? S bidder lor ti7.ftO.
it S Another interesting, though less rare nr an- -

tf rlcnt. volume ih'"1 he Lifo ttiid Death or the Sub- -
linicSo:lety of Ilecf Menks." This was an Kng- -

3. f lish Bccrct sociity tnunded In 17115 nuil Inclutt- -
Ifi K Ing in its mciubcrsb p toinc of tho highest

' fe members of tho Untlsh nobility. The book con- -

1 tains pictures ot tho old Nipperkin Jug, which
!I E wns similar lo tho Masonic pitcher nr tho period
fi f' from 170Oto 17f(). 'ilui account is especially'; 'lntetcsting to Matons because of tho tonus or
,f; I m oaths and penalties.
ill A raro anil very handsome llttlo volume is afill o of an ourly poem o 1 Freemasonry.
VI t It Is printed on heavy vellum bound In Hussia
li' 1 W I leather nnd boars the Hilli-- h royal arms on
T'lS' tllJ cvor. It Is 0110 of tho six copies which

l $'. wero presented by lleorgo II. to tho lirltiohj ft j Museum in 177. Tho oilier tlvo aro now in
3. y the musouni. This copy foil into tho hands or
If v tho late H. .1. Wiiyuipcr. a prominent English
JJ 9 'Mason, it was oh nmert from his widow by
JS; f " Major Leslie of the Hoyal Artillery and by him
M 1 Vresented to tho lowa library.
?S k There;is also a copy or the first Masonic book
JR S printed in America, by Ilcnjamin Franklin in
M, M Philadelphia In 17111. Only two other copies
is f , of this book aru known to otlst. Tho Massa- -

SJ It cliusetts lirunil Lodge paid $'ZM for 0110 of these
copies a good many venrs ago. Tho Ilbrary

KSf 8 possessoi two copies of tho old constitutions of
; V th society "In the year of Masonry 0,7:1;

li Anno Domini 17'.'H." A icjiy rccontiv Bold in
ht $ New York lor $H'Ju and ivuuld lmvo brought 11

i i larger price had not Kngllm agents rcrrnlned'; K from bidding, under the Impression that the
ffi copy was not poncct. Tho Iown lllirary hnsuni 15 , old volumo of tho lumbers couipicti --of the

?;; If, Jlrat Maaonlc periodical ever published. It
Si i was called J)rr h'ltyinaUrtr and was published
ftr 1 at Leipzig in 1711m. It tins also the third Ma- -

h fi eonlo periodical- - tho first ever published In
j$ s Knulleh called The Sentimental und Masonic
?l 8 Maucizine. It was printed in Dublin In 17!f.'.

f f, Theso aro only a fow of tlio treasures of tho
Jj library. Tl.orc aro scuros of other Interesting

and valuable woks relating to Masonry, as
ii g well as tho most complete collection of M a- -

if, sonic rccoids und piocccdiims In existence.
it I Not only that, but it is a collection which call
ri S, never ho duplicated..as scores of tho piiiiiphlctst nru uiiobtnlnnhle. Three of tho.io volumes
'$ f nlone are worth thoprlcoof any ordinary 11- -

a I brary. They contain tho proceedings of the
I tiriuid Lodgo of Kiiglaml from 1777 lo lSBti.
't f A wealthy man now living in Omaha, (i. v.
II J Untngorby name, ono day went Into Qua-- !

I rllch's Loudon olllce.
if. "1 want you to get mo tho proceedings of the
i : Grnnd Loilgo up to dato." ho remarked.

& H'itn a staro of utiiiizement (Jimritcli replied:
V' f. "You ilon't know what you aro talking about.
J. J. It might tako 1110 tnenty years lo collect llieiu

s i' and It would cost "
re 5 "I didn't ask you how long It would tnko or
3 f what it uuuM cost," said Mr. Liningcr. "I
l J told you to get them."
t( i; As a matter of fuel, it did luko moro than
st iy ten. years to mako tlio collection. Ab for what
JS , I It cost, mulling was wild about that when' tho
ff fe bound shcots, each representing a quarterly ro- -

S 2 port, were presented to tho library, Tho ru- -

S?. Jf ports aro complete up to lUtc, having been is- -

Vv ; , lued of lute i eurs In pamphlet rnrm.
Jf There are bound proceedings of lodges all over

if Jl the world, nnd n remarkably complete set of pro- -

i' , ccodlngs not only of tho grand lodges of this
Si li countrv, but also of the grand chapters, coiiu- -

;t t ells, romiiiandenes. consiNtorles, tho Order of
J, jV the Kastern btuf. tho Mysllo rilirlne, and tho
i J- Bcottith ltlto bodies. Thero is nlso tho largest

5 B collection of Masonic medals tn bo liiund in
jt jjf this I'ountry, 'i'luro Is a totul list ot l.'JOO such
W If medals known lo bo In rxl tence. The Cedar

If lUplds collection contains IHH) ofthesc, several
k P of which arc absolutely uuiriuc.
It . An otdltuiry llbriri.tn would havo stopped
f J abort at tho point of gulag propor care to tho
fi , collection under his charge, but an iuvcternto
fj f collector llko Mr. i'arvlr would never rest con- -

t tent with that. H11 has guthered 11 gunornl
f if inuecum of about 4().Oiio specimens, nrchicolopl- -

k ty cal, elhnologicul, lulnerrtlogicnl, and so on. lie
51 lias a very laruro and interest Ing autograph en'- -

6 B lection. Hy his own private eiroi Is ho has ,c-i- l
i cumulated a good-sUe- referonco nnd general

rfi I ilbrary. and, what may somo time bo of as much
t Jniponnneo ns tho Jlasnnie collneilon, h is

Jl i tralheilng n library of wlmt ho calls "lownna."
,V Sbls,contains all hooks nrltlen by Invrum and
A J all books written about the Stnto. Thohlsiorl- -

k caldocuincnts dato buck In tho times when Iown
; : Jas a parr afthn Wisconsin Territory and even

h beyond that time. For iwn of these books rclit- -Be, , ing to tlio early history of the Wisconsin Terrl- -

l 1 tory the Htato of Wisconsin would lmvo given
'(! If almost their weight In gold. Hut Mr. Pari In de- -

'. Hi" e.Iln?4 t0 e'' 'hem, and finally donated them toK Df the historical collection at lies Moines.' JVne ways of the true collector are evident In
fill tho collection of thesn lowauu. Thsioaroiol- -

K J1.1?.6 containing, quaint programmes, band- -
';'. Pllb, posters, dodgers, bill of fare, and other

HI- -

n3tl 11I' ",JlaasaaBK LaaK 1ii!awVf,t'''

Inoldcntal Printed mattet teUUnir to erent In
the State. Sir. Purrin is fond of laying that
the rubbish ot one generation aiakes the treas-
ures ot thonoxt, and his theory will navo provod
Its worth twenty-flv-o years from now.

Tboro aro n good many rare old books In the
library which do not como under tboMasonlc col-
lection. There is a splendid first edition ot John-
son's Dictionary, thero aro Klzovlrs and black
letter volumes nnd treasures of oarly printing,
Tho library, while It Is scarcoly noticed by
luuny of the people w ho pass It dally, contains
books which, if displayed In n great city Ilbrary.
would have the s.glitseur hanging over the cases
bv tho hour. There aro a good many books
which have travelled oven across tho seas from
this Western town becattsothete wore 110 dtlpll-- I

fates In Kurope. In cases llko thin the person
in Kncland - If. tho book Is to go thcro-depo- slt j

i In tho Il.mk of Knrland n sum oiiunl to tho vnluo
pla-e- il nn tho book by tho library authorities in
Codar.ltaplds. Whon tho hook isroturneit to the
library a receipt Is forwarded and Ihodeposlt re-
leased. It.mks aro rent out In this country to
accredited Masons without any deposit cr feo
bolng icnttlrod. The hook may bo kopt thirty

I days, with a posslblo extension of tho privilege
to sixty days.

Not long ago a prominent ashtnglon writer
sent an inquiry lo tho f'ednr ltnplds Library
concerning books on Cngllostro. Ho said ho
i.itl scoured tho Congressional Library ami

found only two. About tho name tlao tho
C"dnr Itupids Library rocelvrd 11 forwarded
letter from an Kngllsh library. It contained the
Mimb Inquiry from tho Washlngtonlnn and hd
been referred to Cedar Haiilds as tho most

' Promising Held. I nfortunutcly tho Cedar
Jiaplds collection Is not catalogued. Mr. Par-vln- 's

son, who Is also his asHlstont, scoured
around 11 little und found four volumes on
Cagllostro, und theso he sent forthwith to
Washington. He wnh very busy at the tlnv-- ,

bu a fow weeks Inter he hunted around again
and found seven moro volumes on the snmo
subject, 801110 wero in Kngllsb, sonio In
French, some In German, and ono in Italian,
He say! thero mav bo still more of them In the
cultictlon. This lack of classltlcatinn nnd cata-
loguing is tho great blemish on tho library; that
and tho lack of spacu which crowds bales of
loiters and hooks and pamphlets Into tho attlo
and tho basement. At present the library re-
ceives bout 4 cents a year from each member
of tho Imva Orand Lodgo. They seem to think
that is enough for "Pnrvln's Plaything." l'no
nutsido world wjll scarcely agreo with them.
Tho llrnnd Ixidgo of Massachusetts, for in-
stance, Is rapidly acquiring u lino collection, it
is renlly under tho patrouago of Samuel Law-
rence of Koston, who 1ms ono of tho most

prlvntn .Masonic: collections In existence.
He will undoubtedly present this to tho (iratid
Lodge homo time, and t lion tho Cedar Ilaplds
library may havo to relinquish Its proud boast
of supremacy. If It had n patron llko Oon. Lnw-renc- o

with a collector liko Mr. Pnrvin, and with
the treiiptircs It possesses now ns a foundation,
ll could dlstanco.lts competitors for a long time
to come.

L.VCK IX ClOAItEITES.
Moms riratiilfi Ho and Olbers Don't, and

Knows ITIiy. ftnyn a Itraler.
Tlio old cigar dealer was speaking about past

and present cigarette brands.
"They tnlk about tho nowcrof a trust," ho

said, "hut I can convlnco you that a trust
has no more power than an individual in making
a brand of cigarettes u go or a failure."

" What do you mean 1" nsked his caller.
"I moan that just about 0110 brand out ot

fifty lives, no matter what tho quality, tho
flnanciul backing, or tho advertising thnt may
be done on it. Quality hns very little to do with
It. Iteforo the prcsont big cigarette company
was formed, you could have taken one sample
of each of their finest brands and not told them
apart, nnd yet one or two brands wero phe-
nomenal successes, and tho others wero not.
Why i It Is moro than 1 or any ono elso can tell.
Twelve years ngo thero was a great fuss made
about a certain brand, and visitors to Shccps-hea-

last car could still seotbo fence rails with
the old advertisement on them in white paint.
Who remembers tho brand ? Where can
It bo bought at n store I Another brand was
placed with tho trade by a ninRiilllccnt person
who drovo up to tho door of tho shop
lu a line cairlago, woro a sealskin over-
coat, had silrcr boxes llnod with Rold
to show tho goods, nnd employed a llttlo darky
to open tho door of his carriage and carry in his
samples. The magnillccuce and the cigarettes
have alike vanished. A third brand was famous
In tho tradobecauso it was bo successful. The
Chinese in Mottstroct and around there smoked
It to a man. Then a new llrm arrived from tho
South with a schooner load of cigarettes and a
raft of folding chairs. Onooftne tirni took a
wagon and in about u week placed n stock of the
cigarettes and a chair in tlio storo of pretty
nearly every cigar dealer from the Uattery to
tho llnrletn, and tho other brand was a back
nuuibor as far as this city wns concerned.

"It was a curious thing about this man's suc-
cess. Hoforo he came on tho sccno all tbt
cigarettes wero packed fifty in a box, nnd he
struck tho ideauf the present slide box contain-
ing tun. II" as a long time raising tho money
lo give tho Initial order, which, I think, was for
lll.OUO boxen for :200,K)O cigarettes. As Boon as
tho box mnkors begun unrk on them ho in-
creased the order to."iO,(IO(l, und. by steps, before
the first bhipincnt was made, he had placed or-
ders fur HOO.OtX) boxes, haling mado sales
to practically that extent. That revolutionized
the trade. Ten years ngo, in eight months, In
Now York alone, $70,000 is said to havo been
spent in advertising a certain braini, nnd two
months later the brand wns dead. Just nbout
thai time a manufacturer Introduced a brand
with a boom. Ho gave it full pages of advertis-
ing in tho New York evening papers, an

departure, which is Baid to have
that brought about tho forma-

tion of tho present cigarette company. He
brought out two or three other brands at the
same time, each with its own characteristic.
All are gone Then cnino a brand which
at one timo had moro square feet of postor ad-
vertising in this city than tho highest record
of Uarnum's circus; it mint of money was poured
out on it in all kinds of advertising, and yet
where are Its sales outside of the l'acill
coast State-- , Why, tlio entire Intornal rovenno
district lu which its facrory is located will not
muko inoro than 110,000,000 cigarettes for the
current j ear, and about 1,000,000.000 cigarettes
arc manufactured yearly in this country.

"Now, tho uolnt I wish to make is, if theso
leaoing firms with nil their trade connections,
experience, and capital, could, ns Individuals at
first or as a corporation next, mako only these
few actually lasting successes, what chance on
earth hns anv ono else to bring out n brand nnd
catch on ? Thero appears to be no reason for
it, but out of ninety brands of cigarottcs Intro-
duced In tho past fifteen years thore aro not more
than five or six y which have any sale to
speak of."

A FAMlZ,r Of MOOXMIHfEllS.

father and Tlirro Mnu. lltinctitera suit Tbslr
Husbands .Make 50,1100 Gallons.
From the Loultvllte Courier-Journa- l.

Harrison Gibson and his tnrco sous. Jack,
Ilrownlow, and Hanney, probably four of tho
most notorious moonshiners in Kentucky, aro
serving sentences in tho county jail. Confined
In tho same section of cells aro Joe Stamper und
William Madden, sons-t.i-la- of Gibson. Flem-
ing Gibson, a fourth son, was recently re-

leased from Jail after serving a sentence for
violating tho Internal rcvonue laws, nnd Henry
Gibson, another member ot tho notorious fam-
ily, was nrrestod not long ago In Jnckson county
fo.-- moonshlnlng, but was released.

Harrison Gibson estimates that he and hl6
live sons havo mado no less than 50,000 s

of whiskey on which not a cent of reve-
nue wu8 ever paid to the Government, He fur-
ther computes thnt ho and his family have
realized between 1(140,000 and 50,000 from tho
distillation of tho whiskey.

Tho Bent of operations of the Gibion fam-
ily is in Jackson and Clay counties. Harrison
Gibson iiuvs ho has been arrested so many
times for inoonshttiing that ho could not say
exactly lion- - many times ho has bco-- i tried

the Federal Commissioners ami In the
I'nltcd Stiitcs courts. Jnck, Ilrownlow, nnd
Htmicy Gibson have served about six tonus
each, while "Fllnney" nnd Henry havo escaped
being nrrestcd more thnn twonrthreo times,

Joo Stamper and William Mndden, who mar-
ried two or Gibion's daughters, aro both

moonshiners, and are regarded as danger-
ous men, Their wivos aro also skilled in the
urt of making "doublln." anil disposing of tho
uhlskey und nclp tobatllo tho Federal authori-
ties When seen in his coll at tho Jnll yester-
day afternoon, Harrison Gibson said:

"Vaas, I think I am the real king of tho Ken-
tucky 'shiners. I am nigh onto no yoars old,
and I have been making tho stufT over elnco 1

was u boy III years old. I have mnde enough
ot It to float I hat battleship that hlowod up.
I licv had lots of scraps with tho marshals, but
I kin sav one thing, 1 Iiov got my tlrt time to
shoot 0110 of cm. I luiv Bitot at 'em, though,
but sonic way t'other I ho bullets never hit right,

"Now, I brouirht them boys up," continued the
old mm. "to make whiskoy. when Jack wns
but 0 years old I took him to tho still with me.
Within three days that boy understood tho biz
thoroughly and could make 'doubling' to

When ho was 11 yoars old he was as
good a 'shiner as his pa, and the marshals ar-
rested him und took him to Jail. I mado the
other boys loam, too, Ilrownlow, Hanney,
Fllnney, and Henry wuz right up lo stuff o

they wero 15 years old, and could turn out
gallons of the stuff without me even goln'
ainttrd to soe how the wuz gettln' along. My
pals took their medicine, too. I mudo Tcm nil
learn. What's the tiso of havin' children, any
way. If yes can t uto 'cm! My old woman

'shinlu' just ss well as I, All my
sons are raisin' children, and I'm going to see
that they all follow tho business of their grand-pa- p

or know the reason why, Wo'll all he outsgalu soon, and we'll mako enough corn Jtili-- to
flood Kentucky. If we don't make It they'll ar-
rest us anyhow."

TOLP IN AN OLD PAMPHLET.

BTonr of i.mris tub tttiOBtsn, oxob
A PESSaTTA'ANIA OVTI.AXT.

Ills Account or now lie llobbed the Wire or
John Jacob Astor, and Tried to nob
Slenhcn Ulrnrd-Polltt- cal Use .ItnSn or His
Confession A Ilare S'lndlnnnOld tlookNtore

A Pennsylvania man, whllo poking around in
a second-han- book storo In this city not long
ago, discovered among a tattered lot of books
and pamphlets on a table In a dark corner a
well preserved pamphlet, with tho following
comprehensive title! "Confession and Nnrra-tir- o

of David Lewis: An nocount of tho lifo
and adventures of this celebrated counter-
feiter and robber, from the commencement of
his career until tlio period of his death In the
jnll at llelletonte, in conscouenco of a wound
received in the attempt to rotuko him by tho
Posso Comltatus of Centro county. Catllslc;
Printed by John McFarland. 18U0." Tho Pennsyl-
vania man lost no tlmo In paying 10 rents for tho
pamphlet. Ho know what It was, and that thn only
other copy of II in existence, so far as ho had
been ablo toloarn, was in thn State Library at
Ilarrishurg. Ho romembcrod, also, that ho had
standing an offer of $5 for a copy of that pam-
phlet, with u. reserved willingness to doublo tlio
offer. Tho pamphlet is not only tho curious
story of an outlaw's life, but it has also much of
historic valuo and interest from having been a
factor In an old-tlm- political contest In Penn-
sylvania in destroying tho luflucnco and prestlgo
of oneotthogroatcst of Whig leaders and entire-
ly changing the history of that Drty in the State.
The pamphlet has also a peculiar local Interest
to Now Yorkers, for It tells of tho existence ot
an old Now York gang. It Is probably not re-

membered by tho Astor family of for in-

stance that tho wife of John Jacob Astor tho
first was robbed ono day In a storo In llroadway,
ninety years ago, of laces and Jewels that might
lmvo been among their rich heirlooms;
but such Is the fact; and tho story of how tho
theft was committed Is told In tho quaint e

of this confession of David Lewis, who
himself robbed Mrs. Astor.

There is not a man, woman, or child in tho
Susquehanna, Cumberland, and Juniata valleys
to whom tho namo of Lewis tho Itobbcr is not as
familiar as tho names of the valleys themselves,
and the stories that nro told of him to this day
around tho fireside and over tho social glass nt
tho tavern In thnt part of tho Kcystono Stato
would furn Ish plots for many a romance,

David Louis, according to his confession, wns
ihusonof tho deputy survojor of Northumber-
land county, und was born at Carlisle. Ho was
nrny ward from a child, and at tho ago of IV, In
1807, ran awav from homo and onllsted lu tho
army. Ho did not llko army discipline, and
deserted. Ho led a wild Ufa for a yonr, and thon

at Carlisle Ho tried to desert again,
llolng discovered, he was tried by court-marti-

nnd sontonccd to bo shot. Through tho plead
ings of his mother nnd tho oITorts of Influential
civilians. Gen. James Wilkinson, commandant
at Carllsla Ilarracks, now tho Indian school,
commuted tho sentenco to a term of Imprison-
ment in tho barracks guardhouse. Lewis man-
aged to escape, and bid himself In a cave
on tho bank of Conodoguinct Creek, about
a mllo from Carlisle, which is known ns
Lowis's Cavo to this day. He subsequently
ventured to go to bis homo in Northumberland
county, whero ho met a tin peddler who hailed
from Vermont. Tho two becamo boon compan-
ions, and tho peddler nt last confided to Lewis
that ho was really an agent of a gang of coun-
terfeiters whoso headquarters wero in liurling-tou- ,

Vt. He asked tho deserter to return with
him to Burlington und join the gang. Lewis
did so. He romnincd thoro a yoar, learning all
tho tricks and methods of counterfeiters, and
when ho started to return to Pennsylvania ho
had on bis person sovoral thousands of dollars
In counterfeit money, which ho intended to vlll-Iz- o

among "tho innocent and confiding Penn-
sylvania Dutch." At Troy he accidentally fell
In with and made the acqualntnnca of Gen. Hoot,
" who was campaigning for the election of
Gov, D. D. Thompson." Iicforo they parted thoy
had "cracked several bottles of wine," and
Lewis purchased from Gen, Hoot n horse, for
which ho paid in counterfoil money. That Bamo
night Gen. Itoot was arrested for offering to pay
a bill with tho bogus money, and narrowly es-

caped being thrown Into prison , ns his story of
tho possession of the counterfeits was not

A search being made for tho real cul-
prit, and Louis being found at a houso on tho
outskirts of Troy, with tho counterfeit money
on his person, G01. Itoot was released and
Lewis w.is put in jail.

While ho wus in jail awaiting his trial a
young woman, who lived with her widowod
mothcrin a house opposite tho Jail, saw Lewis
at his cell window and fell in lovo with him.
The Jailer's daughter wns 11 friend of this young
woman, and alio ono day conducted her lu Low-
is's cell and Inttoduced him to her. Louis, tra-
dition says, was a remarkably handsome man,
of splendid phynlquo. In Ills confession ho docs
not give tho namo of this girl, for the avowed
reason that it "was ono of tho best in Troy."
Ho calls her Mallndo. Ho told her that his im-

prisonment was tho result of a conspiracy and,
the jailer's daughter agreeing to let him out of
Jail, bo Induced tho young woman to elopo with
him. They walked to A'lbany, whero thoy wero
married "in a mean tavern nt the end of State
street." Ho paid tho minister In counterfeit
monoy, a Inrgo nmount of which ho had man-ugo- d

to sccreto In his clothing.
From Albany tho couplo started on foot for

Now York, but got a ride most of the way,
through tho kindness of a teamster. On arriv-
ing in New York thoy stopped at the New Eng-
land Hotel, hut "the next day," says Lewis In
hi s pamphlet, "I procured a room iu a, small
hoiiFoupati alley that leads into Pearl streot,
tho great report of merchants, nnd which, from
its narro ncss and oxtensivo biilnoss, nirnrded,
ns I thought, better opportunities for my tradetbntmiiy other." Lewis soon fell In with a lot of
men whom ho liiunil to be moinbors of a gang of
thieves and desporadooi, and ho was not long
In Joining ihcm. In his confession ho declares
that it Is impos-dbl- to recount "themany adventures, thefts, and burglaries,
tho depredalions, frauds, and robberies
that wero committed and practlcod by mo
und tho rest of tlio gang during my continuance
In this place," or tho "many tricks and strata-gem- s

wo adopted to deceive tho city watch, nnd
tho various schemes wo successfully mado use
of to overreach ami oludo the policoand

that great metropolis. Tho success of
our Pearl street establishment oxconded my
most sanguine expectations. The carolossness
of domestic servants and shop hoys in securing
Iho doors and windows of duelling bonnes nnd
stores, tho Improper practice of keeping front
doors unlocked during tho lilghlaof tlio per-
formance at tho theatre, Iho negligent manner
In which (ho watchmen perform their duties,
moro of whom wo found asleep than awake, and
somo or them not (infrequently parading thostreets In a statu of inebiioty, wero propitious
circumstances in affording facilities for ourmidnight operations.

"The theatre, the Hull cry, tho miction rooms,
hotels.! averns, boarding houses, anil tho wharves
wero the principal places which wo haunted wit li
most success, anil wo often waylaid youths
and others to great advantage. Tho associa-
tion which I had formed In Now York was gov-
erned by certain rules anil regulations, nnd. lo
mako them moro binding and appear moro sol-
emn, they were written on parchment In ink of
blood drawn from our on vuIih. whllo wo
kneeled In n ring or clrclowith our hands mutu-
ally clasping each other, and ono of tho handstanding in tho centre with 11 basin to receivethe red tltild or lifo. According to one of Hie ar-
ticles the fruits of our Joint spoliations wero lo
bo divided among us at stulod and llxed periods,
and for till purpura wo proceeded with till tho
formula of a btnk, having a President, direc-
tors, cashier, teller, and clerk, Tho deposl-tor- y

of our plunder was denominated 11 'vault,'ana committee of examination wero regularlyappointed to Inspect Us contents nnd report to
the company nt n generil meeting, A dividend
was declared every Sttndny night,

lwls thus describes his rnbhery of Mrs. Astor:"(In nun occasion 1 ntlcmb'd thn 'ladles' auc-
tion room" on llroadway, 1 had taken my stand
op tho opposite side of tho street, nnd lounged
aboutuntil 11 o clock, when a hntidsomo equi-
page stopped, and I bhw it lady descend and enter
iho room. Immediately I recognized hor tj ho
the. wife of John Jacob Astor. Ksq., one of therichest inoniiants In Iho city, nnd who report
said was very liberal In his prot-ent- of monoy tosupply madamo's establishment. 1
soon crossed over. und. 'dreiscdllko a gentle-
man In true dandy style," tho suiepnssport of
admlttanco Into a lady's society, entered theauction 100m nnd sainted the Indies with all thograceful nise of an old arqiialtitunee. The ex-
perienced me4tnan. knowing that thn beat pi infor picking a lad)''pnrso w.is tod zzlo her eyes,
spoiioxbtbltodtothovlowof his fnlr customersthe finest laces and the most elegant Jewelry
that tno workshops of France ever produced.
Thn sale commenced, nnd heforo many minuteshad psssod away J saw Mrs. Astor pack intoher velvet bag several pieces of lace und asmany ornaments of Jewelry as might suffice to

.
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decorate at leasfhalt a aoxon brides. After st
had completed her purchases she carelessly
threw her retlculo on a bench In a remote cor-ti-rr

of tho room, and Immediately opened a
brisk conversation with a surrounding group ot
malo nnd female companions, who busted
around her and vied with ono auditor for volu-
bility nnd nonsense. The babol otrolcos could
not fail to attract tho attention ot the other
spectators who crowded the place, and, while
Bomo were occupied In talking and the rest en-
gaged in listening and admiration, I laid hold of
tho bag with apparent carelessness, nnd quickly
loft the room unobserved, taking a French leave
of tho company,"

Lowls reported to iho gang the result of tho
robbery of Mrs. Astor. but gave to his wife one
Piece of tho Inco. For thlsTio was tried by thogang and found guilty of "concealing goods
from his associates, and wns unmercifully boat-01- 1

by them, Ho took his wife nnd went to New
Ilrunswlck, N. J where ho left Ills wife, and
wont on to Philadelphia. Thore he plannod
n schemo, which would now bo called tho badg-
er game. Tho victim of this sebemo was to
bain boon no less n person than Stephen Glrard,
tlio Philadelphia millionaire, who was to be de-
coyed out of tho city nnd kept n prisoner In n
lonely place until hn pave a check for tfiS.OOO
on his own or snmo other bank, nnd secured its
payment. If that scheme fallod Lowls bad a
Plan for robbing the Dock Streot Hank by mak-
ing his way up the toner, and gaining nn en-
trance to the vault. Heforo ho completed his
plans ho received word that his wife and child
wero very 111, nnd ho returned lo Now Ilruns-
wlck. "That wns nil Hint saved Glrard bis

0. Lowls declares in his pamphlet.
Ills wife nnd child gol. well nnd I,ewls went to

tho Canadian border und joined tho American
Armv "for purposes of plundor." Ho was
made a teamster. Ho deserted, taking tho team
with him, and returned lo Pennsylvania, whore
for llvo years ho terrorized tho central and
southern uortlnns of thnt Stnto by his bold
crimes. Ho broko repeatedly from tlio Carlisle,
llodford and Chnmbersburg Jails, but was kept
In tho former long enough In 1810 I o be tried
for n bank robbery for which he was sen-
tenced to ton yoars In tho penitentiary.
Ho served two years, when he was
pardoned out by Gov. Findlay. He im-
mediately resumed his career ns an outlaw,
and in tho summer of 1820 committed a high-
way robbery In Centro county. A Sheriff's
I1O980 ran him down In n swamp. Ho refused
to surrender, and was shnt nnd badly wounded.
An nccoinpllco was klllod. lowls wnscanturcd
and placed In tho Dnllofonto jnll. His right arm
nnd shoulder had been shattered by tiro gun-
shot, nnd he was told that nothing could save
his life but amputation ofthe arm. Ho replied
that he would die, then, und refused to have tho
oporntion performed.

Jnnies Duncan was at that tlmo n famous
Democratic politician and lawyer of Pennsylva-
nia. Ho lived in Cumberland county. Gov.
Flndlny was a candidate In lHiiO for
and ills defeat wns thought impossible, so
strongly were thn Whigs Intrenched In power tn
tho State, and Findlay was so nopulnr. Ills
opponent wns Joseph Hlcstcr. John Duncan
believed ho 6uw n wav by which Findlay might
ho defeated through' the outlaw Lcwib, thendying of his wound and obstinacy in IlellcfonloJail, Duncan bad been influential In saving
Lewis s lifo at tho time liouni under son tence of
ilenlh for dosortlon from thonrmy, nnd he went
to Ilellcfontoto kco tho prisoner. Lowls know
that ho would die of his wound, and Duncan
had 110 dllllcully in Inducing him to mako
u confession of his life to him with tho under-
standing that Ir. was tn be published. Duncan
obtained all tho material from Lewis's dying
lips, edited It, nnd bo cunningly drew attention
to Gov. Flndlay's apparent friendship for Lewis
in pardoning him, and succeeded in so shrowdlv
fixing tho responsibility for several years o'f
Louisa criminal career on tho Governor, that
the pamphlet, circulated ns It was in the com-
munities niKTuiiiuuiiiiniTnaii been a terror to
tho noople, turned public sentiment so strongly
neainst Gov. Findlay that ho was defeated.Hlester, upon becoming Governor, recognized ntonco Duncan's services in turning Lewis's con-
fession Into a powerful political engine, nnd ap-
pointed. him to tho responsible and lucrativo
olllce of Auditor-Genera-

HEltK THE SUA3IROCK OnOTTS WIT, I).

A Unique Distinction Clnlrard for Grindstone
Point III Maine.

Goui.usnono. Me., April 8. Thero is a firm
belief hereabouts that tho only placo In tho
United States whero tho Irish Bhainrock grows
wild and hides ltsolf away nmong ranker vege-
tation, after tho manner of qll genuine shamrock
plants, is on Grindstone Point, u bald bluff
which makes out from tho south shore of this
town nnd stands fuclng Hnr Harbor, ten miles
across tho bay. At present tho rough pasturo
land produces a big crop of summer cottagers,
nnd Is worth anynhoro from If000 to $1,000 nn
aero; but when Mooneyand Maloncy came hero,
sovcnty-llv- o years ago, they bought tho wholo
point for "three p'un" ten" English money, nnd
everybody who know of tho transaction declared
openly they had boon cheated out of $15, which
Ihey would nooi later on.

The manner of their arrival on Grindstono
Point was pecullnr. Tho millionaires from
lioston nnd New York who como hero now
rldo on special trains or embark ou steam
yachts built for spocd nnd "comfort. Mooney
and Maloncy reached Halifax from Cork on
an emigrant ship which was thirUy-llv- o days
on tho passage. From Halifax thov worked
thoir way to Plctou, und hlrod out before tho
mast on a schooner bound, for lioston. Tho
schooner carried the usual cargo of outs in the
hold and grindstones on dock. When tlio craft
h.id been out a few days n leak started, and tho
great mass of onts below decks began to swell.

As she wns nothing more than a Y'ankeo cratt,
mado of hard pine, and old at that, bIio couldn't
stand tho strain which tho oats exerted, nnd she
began to spilt open lengthwise, liko a pea pod.
With wutcr running in nnd swelling the oats
below nnd with fifty tons of orlndstoncs on deck
to drivo her to the bottom, tho schooner was in
great danger of going down with all on board,
whon asoutheist galo eamo along nnd drovo
her hend ilrst on tho sand bench lying under tho
bluff. Mooney and Maloncy escaped to land,but tho rest of tho crew, together with tho
schooner and cargo, wero lost.

The vessel was lost III June. 1832, nnd Hie fol-
lowing autumn Moloney sent homo to Irelnndsome leaves from tho llrst shamrock plant, per-
haps, that over look root on .American soil. Ho
had brought a fow sprays with him in a box
mixed with damp moss, and when ho found hewas safo on land ho set out the plants on thowest sldo of tho point in a small depression
which is now known ns Shamrock Hollow.Mooney and Moloney named tho wholo hoad-lan- d

Shamrock Point, and the namo would havo
held if It hadn't been for the grindstones. The
vessel soon wont to nieces under tho blows oftheses, and tho broken tlmhet-- and onts wero
ground to pulp or drifted away and wero lost.
Tlio grindstones stayed liero they fell. Grind-
stones wero high nnd hard to gotln those days.
Therefore when tho inhabitants alongshore
lonrnod that a cargo of grindstones had liecndumped down on tho point nnd could bo bad forthe Hiking nw.iy they came nnd supplied theirImmediate needs and laid In a stock for fiiturause. It wan In tho natluo of things thuta point
which fiirnlsliod rendy-mnd- e grindstones should
he called Grindstone. Point, a name which tho
slimmer residents uso nnd which appears
lu all the deeds and on tlio uinps.

IITriEIjD'S AXSXJAX, SXAKE IIVXT.

Peculiar Custom Tliut lias Prevailed tu a
Mnsincbutetto Neetlou Many Years.

rrom the notion Trnntcript.
The young men of llyileld are preparing for

their annual snako hunting expedition. Tho
custom of cclobratlng tho advent of spring with
n grand reptile hunt Is probably Indigenous to
this section alone, but it hns been followed hero
for many yoars, and tlio sport is participated in
byn large company of young men. A great
many years ngo a party of young mon who wero
wending their way through a rough pasture
many miles from any habitation discovered a
spot of remarkable hoauty and Btonpod there to
rest. Ono of tho party caught Bight of n snako
of unusual size, which was no sooner despatched
with tho nld of n great stone than nnothor was
seen gliding along tho ground. In a few mo-
ments thoy wero wriggling nbout In all direc-
tions, and tho young men discovered thnt they
wero In Iho midst of n den of snakes. Tho
ground was tilled with snako holes, the winter
ubo lo of countless numbers of tho reptiles.

Tho young men rained stones on tho heads of
tho snukos uuill thoy were tired nnd then de-
camped, not having lessened the number to any
perceptible degree. Since that time, about tho
middle of Aurll.a pnrly of men arm themselveswith shovels unit cudgels and stones und raidthe stinko colony. Kvery yonrllnds no diminu-
tion In the number of silages', and consequently
there is an nbiindanco of "sport." It Is noteveryone, however, who takes delight In thiskind of sport; for tho wriggling, slimy crea-tures just awaking from their winter torpor arenot Pleasant looking customers. It Is not re-plied (hi any woman over took part in any oftheso expeditions.

Sometimes 11 fow hours of slaughter will accu-
mulate nearly i!flO feet of snakes, Individualspecimens In some instances measuring six orseven feet, If anyone has a deslro to pay a I0110
Y?" lP.tl,l?.cl"',0.,.Bl.1!"i,l'" ll0 "III And It by thethol). and SI. Ilalhoad, betweon Hjileld
and Newbucyport. nbout two miles below theformer place. This section hns been given thepeculiar nanieof" Penny Honorary." Through itflows n sluggish stream, it perfect habitat forreplllee that llourlih in the lowlands, Tho high
land back of It the black snakes nnd the uplandrunners llnd In every way suitable for their win-ter s rendezvous,

April 18 Is the date set by custom for the"""id snake hunt. Doubtless on that day therewill be great huroc among denizens of "PennyHonorary,"
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SOME ANTS TO BEWARE OF.

FOES THAT AX All MY IX CUD A

irOVT.lt HAVE TO EXCOVXTElt.

Pugnacious Inseclo nlth Hot Htlngs Tbnt At-

tack KicDttilmr nnil lEvrrjbotly Within
Itenrh Tlio Soldier Ants That Put Men lo
FIlEbt An lCxiHficiico with I'lrn Anta.

"If an American nnny goes to Cuba let It
look out for the ants," snys G. Itafacl O'lteilly,
snako expert, "Thoy have tho same ants in
Cuba that bother in other troplcnl coun-
tries. All who lmvo lived an outdoor lifo la
those regions will ngreo with mo that tho great-
est trouble comes, not from tho heat, not from
sickness nor ferocious beasts, but from insects.
Tarantulas and scorpions are not often met
with, mosquitoes nro not worso than in soaio
Northern lands, but the ants nro every where a
constant worrlment, und most ot them sting
and bitoiflcrccly. In Colombia, Venezuela nnd
most of tho AYcst Indian Islands all provisions,
such as meat, butter, sugar, bread, must bo
kept In a box of wlro gauze to pre-
serve them from tho nnts. Nor is it enough to
lncloso the eatables in tho box. Tho box must
be suspended from the ceiling of the pnntry by
a single wire. Kvcn this is not always su in-

dent protection, for 1 havo known the sugar
nnts to muko their way down tho suspending
wlro and bo found in tho morning drowning by
scores in tho condensed milk and making the
whito sugir look brown with their nuinlieis.
They get into loaves ot bread und bore their
way from ono cnvlty to another until every nir
bubWc In each loaf has its ant or ants, and tho
bread bus to bo thrown Into boiling water and
fed to the dogs nnd fowls. 1 havo often seen
ono loaf occupied by moro tliun a thousand
nnts. On nil my hunting trips in Venezuela
and Colombia tlio ants were 1113" chief annoy-
ance. Tho trouble caused by them was often-
times nlmost. past endurance.

"On one occasion in Venezuela I went out to
camp hr n week lu tho woods near 1'allna Sola,
botween Arroa and Tuciicits. Wo Iiuil four
hammocks to accommodate 1110 and the three
Venezuelans who nccuintmntcd me, nnd wo
swung them one afternoon in a pleasant spot
near a stream, wnero flourishing palm trees
shaded tho lotus-covere- d water. Wo were In
tho hope of soclng tin anaconda on Iho banks,
and after our midday meal we piled up our be-
longings und tumbled into the hammocks to
watch for ono of these great snakes about tho
water's edge. After a time we grew thlrilv,
and not caring to drink the river water I aroso
to muko somo collec. When it was douo I
went to get sugar kiid "uidcnscd milk whero
we had piled our till" by 11 tree root. Tho
milk can hud been otiuuel carelessly nnd not
closed properly and the sugar canister's cover
didn't nt tightly, nnd Hie result was that 1
found both swarming with sugar unts, tiny,
yellowish, creatures, nbout a
sixteenth of an inch In length. I hod lo throwaway many spoonfuls of milk nnd nenrly one-thir- d

ot thn sugar, hut this wns a small
trouble compared with what happened nn
Hour later.

"Lounging in 11 hummock Induces drowsiness,
espoelally in a warm climate. My threo com-
panions hail fallen usleep, whllo I was watch-ing ton eagerly for an anaconda lo notice any-
thing clo. Suddenly out of tho stillness thero
cunio a p.orcing yell ur sliilck from m.o of tho
sleepers. Thinking an anaconda hud seized hlni,
for wo wero nil thliikliur of anacondas, wu sprung
out upon our feet, and without nny of us utter-
ing it single word, wo ail took to our heels
through the woods. Alter going about r. hun-
dred yards wo slopped ami began frnnticiillv
benting off tho lingo soldier unts that were
climbing up our legs. The fact was that tho
tvirmforcn - hunting or soldier ants, called lu
Cuba hiirmliiriH btiireiK had colne on their marchto our enmplnj place, and having run up llio
troo trunks from which our hummocks wero
slung, wers beginning to get ut us by climbing
along tho hammock ropes. On returning to Ihoplncc where our hnnimoeks woro yet twinging,
wo had to halt forty vards off, for tho wholo
forest Hour wns covered 11s far as wo ould co
with myriads of ilcrcii insects. Wo watchedthem searching under and over every fallen leaf,
In 1. very hole, around and beneath rocks and

logs, uu iho tieo trunks and over everv
brunch ot the brushwood, ns I hoy passed. No Jiv-
ing tiling escaped them ; Bpldors, tarantulas, scor-
pions, centipedes, baby mice, and voung birds
in tho nest they destroyed ns the found Ihcm,
whllo snakes, squirrels, lizauls, aitiiadlllocs,
und all other creatures that had strength anduglllly tied heforo their advance. It wus threohours before wo could get back to our hum-
mocks.

"My friend, Albert Cnrr of Cnparo, In tho isl-
and of 'Irinidad, told mo of a similar adven-
ture ho hud with theso snuiunnts. He nnd hisfamily were In their house whon tho citzmlorreamo, and tho whole family had to clear out
nnd let tho mils work their will. For throe or
four hours the imiintes had to camp out. Whenthey went bnclc they found that their inviidcrahud dono little harm ml much good, lor they
iiad not loft a rat, mouse, simko, spider, cock-
roach, or oiher denture living behind them.
'IIicbo ants mo of a dnrk choiolntu nrown, ollargo size, with great powcrlillly Jawed bends,
'ihey march lu immense unities thiough tlio
forest, and when ono bus to crnis their lino of
march lie must pick up his lect quickly, elsothey will get upon his legs nnd mako him pay
dearly for slu'glkhnos. If you wnlk 11 s

In the forest you (ire almost burn to como
S,''ro?3 'J""'".. ' ,lnvo "over yet, espci-iiill- iu
Trinidad or Venezuela, gnno hunting for a fowdays without meeting two, threo, or moro ar-
mies of them,

"Thero is another species of unt equally com-mo-

hut moro annoying, though much smallerIn size. It s reddish In color, about an eighth
of nn inch in length, nnd is called In Trinidadthe llro ant, on account of tho hurtling sensationleft by Its etlng, What those nnts did to mo
will poem lo most people nlmost incredible, Ononight at Port Spiln, Trinidad, whllo sleeping
in my hammock In my stinko room, 1 was
nwakenci! by a great commotion in Iho caged.
On lighting the lamp I found thesiinkoiinllveor
Hi x cages lashing themselies about and dashing
at the glass as if they had suiidcnl gunu mud,
Tjhat the mutter wus did not nt llrst appear.
On fetching over tho lump to tho cngs. I foundthat thu lire unta had swarmed into the cages
and were sticking on to the ennkes llko leeches
or hulldogs. stinging them with the greatestenergy, lortunntely, they wore nil big srnkesexcept one, and this was already dead, and tho
bones of Its tall for threo inches hart beenpicked white of every particle of flesh. Not

knowing how to mnko tho ants leavo the snakes
alone, 1 hurriedly carried tlio infested cages to
the bathroom und niled them with water solfull
that tlio snakes within could only keep their
heads out. Yet the ants never let go. I then
look out snako after snnke and held It under tho
water tap, but not oven this dislodged those
little dounin Insects, and I t'idn't get tho tnakes
cleared of them until 1 held each reptile br tho
head with ono liand nnd with tho other rubbed
off tlio antH while holding tho struggling snake
under tho gushing water. As ono by ono Igot the snakes relieved I deposited them in n
largo hag. Leaving the empty cages, I then
went back to tho snako room, nnd found thatIn the meantime thn lire unts had got into the
other euges. at thnt time about forty in number,
so that I had lo remote every snake nnd put
them all in bags. I had there also llvo very
largo specimens of the hnlry aviculurin. or

spldcrs,commnniy called tarantulas.
Alns for tho poor tarantulas! They were able
to spnn four inches ncross tho legs, and could
master, kill, and devour humming birds, liz-
ards, nnd the veriest giants of the Insect kind,
but before tho I.ilipulluii hordes of tho lire
ants they wero of no more account than Gul-
liver nuiong tho Itrobdlngnagiuns. Yet thesegigantic spiders wero covered with an armor of
bpiny hairs growing so thickly over thorax, bodv
nnd legs, that thoy seemed as if covered with a
bluish velvet, with pllo more moro than nn eighth
of nn Inch long. Hut I'jo llttlo lire unts know
whero to nttuck tho spider giants. They would
crawl over th bodies ami legs of a great arach-nln-

mid a-- , he struggled to shake them off, tho
ants 0110 by ono would get u grip under thojoints of his legs, whero tho skin was bare nnd
soft. Soon four, live or moro would get into
thn joint, und nil that tho big, powerful, and
venomous creature could do was to draw his
legs close together and try to keep moro from
getting in. Hut their stings would make him
move in spile of himself, and more would get In
until their united efforts nt last Btretchcd him
dead. Three of my arirulnria wero already
dead, and tho other two died tho next day from
tho stings they received. Of the snakes attacked, one, ns has been said, was dead when
found, anorher, live feet long, died in nn hour,
and two moro before the day dawned. After
this I kept my snnko caues 011 tables, the legs
of which stood in tin saucers filled with kero-
sene which prevented further ravages by nnts.

"From sniikes iu Cuba there may bo mousing
surmises, but no danger, for not ono of thomany species is venomous. As even nn inno-
cent snako may make trouble und cause con-
fusion, It Is well to know beforehand somo of
iho occurrences that muy bo looked for,
Among the firewood, in bunchos of bannna",
among tents and camp baggngo left unused
for u few days, snnkes will surclv bo met with;
and some of tho Cuban snakes are lnrgo and
swift und somo of them fight llcrcely If cor-
nered. In tho roofs of country
houses, too, tho snakes will pursuo tho rntB ntnight in n manner startling to tho newcomer.
I was onco sleeping in n hut colored ith suchn roof. My hammock wasswung from the posts which supported it. Allthrough tho night wo left a lump burning to
keep oil tlio Tumplrcs. For an hour or moro
after retiring wn talked, but when tho convor-Biitlo- n

died nvvay, as one by ono wo fell asleep,
Iho rats be.-a-n lo caper among Iho rafter'.This is nothing unusual in West Indian coun-
try houses and whs certainly nothing to bu
alurmed ut. Hut us I wus dozing off the noise
Increased nnd tho loud squeaking of one rat
caused mo to sit up to sco what was tho mat-
ter. As I moved the rotten palm leaves
crnckled above my heed and down came a fair-size-

bd with 11 rnt in bis colls. It was sim-
ply a ball of Btiako with tho rat in the middle,
und as tho couplo fell on tho table the noise
awoko every one. Wo had a flrsl-rnt- view of
tho wholo operation of swallowing lie ra'. for
tho lamp hung to a post above tho table and
puvo the sniilnj light to dine and usllalit tot-e-
him. When ho hnd finished ho began to
ascend tho post toward tho roof to get another
rat. lor my part I would havo been glad lo
bCO him do so. hut mv rnmnnntons rirnlivstnil.
m 1 secured him nnd tied him up'jti a bag till
morning.

"A few days nfterward we were out in the
woods In a plni 0 whero there was no hut. Wcput up n shelter ol palm luaves und bail at g

arranged ns comfortably ns posslblo.
Tlio mosquitoes wero troublesome, however,
und all tho more so ns It wns threatening to
rain. Wo hail quite a quantity of great dried
logs. Borne of them half rotten, drawn underour roof nnd wo had .1 great llro going upon
which our meat win roustin;. Tho coffee,

made, was poured out and wo sat in n
circle near tho lire, each man with drinking
cup in bund. Homo snt or reclined on thoground, whllo one wns comfortably enlhioiied
on n great hollow log, one end of which lay
over another log in tho tire, burning slowly,
Heforo wo were half through eating tho tup-por- t

gave way and the log seat fell into the fire,
sending big sparks in ovcry direction. Tho
smoke began to pour thiough Us hulluw in-
terior nnd come out between tho feet of tho
sitter. And nlmost at tho snino Instant outglided a long black and jcllovv seven-foo- t

Miako so suddenly thai every one of us tumbled
backward to get out of hl way. After tills we
were more careful about hollow logs and pre-
ferred smaller wood which ottered less oppor-
tunity for snakes' sleeping quarters."

Hirtit llrtnrpn .Mne-Oun- Doar nnd a 31am.
molli lint.

Iom the Cincinnati f'wmlrrr.
"Clover" Is tno name of a pretty llttlo black-- 1

nnd-ta- dog owned by William .1. Sullivan.
Thin dog Is beyond rtniihi the smallest black andtan lu Mr. Hiilllvim In n dog breeder
mid posocsscs Bomo of the most unluno speci-
mens of ilillcrent breeds known In (bis part of
the country. Clover is n querulous lililo ani-
mal that might bo c.vrrlc as a w atch ehitrni. ho
is so small, and yet he has attained his majority.
He Is tho pet of tho family, as well us a monscr
nnd rnttcrof no mean repute. In order thatyou may get some Idea of tiov er his dimensions
fhotild bo given. This midget Is nlsiut nine
Inches long from the tip of his funny Utile ebon
unto to the tip of his funnier llttlo ebontall, Hn weighs Just nine ounces, nndcan bo held upon au body's little linger.
At thengnnf (I months black and tuns cease togrow. Thoir phjslcnl iittulnmeiiN are then ful-- 1

IHInd. Not longngo Mr.Knlliv ,111 was nwnkenod
ono morning by a curious noise, nnd upon got-tin- g

out of sight th llko of vv hit h vviibnever equalled so far n history or tradition re-
cords. It was a life Mrilgulo between Clover
and a mammoth rnt. The rut was larger than
the doc nnd was pos-ecs- with even greater
weapons of defence, hut Clover tnekled hlni.It was a fight to the death, and at Ilrst it lookod
lis thoovh the rat would bo the victor. Hut thedog. with his liner instincts for fighting, mil ahold upon tho nil's tic k, and In this position
the two rolled over and over, the dog neverBlackening bis hold until the poor rat was silentIn death.
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YALKDEBATERS'TRIUMPIIS

xnviit irtxxEtts htit.t. rterr ovr opsuij.r, ax it itoxts
A ttrnrwrd llemnnrt for Tnin Hlclir.t Snrlal

Honor .Hade In Inelr ll.halr nn the (iroiino: '

That Kureeaa In Debate Simula .Urn ,,
8 line flrcoMtlllou ns In llnnllni: or I'oniuaH,

Nkw Havkn, April '..-- With thonpprofici,oi
tho Yale senior society elections, the demand
for tho recognition of intorcollcglnto dchau,.
as a qualification for membership has been

Kvcr slnco Yalo begun to assert her.
self as a dominant factor in tho debating j,m t

nt'.cntlon has been turned annually1 to (he u!if.
fcrenco of tho tctilor Botiities toward t'o-- 1 ,.,
Hon of university endeavor. The i hanselposition of tho Ynlo I'nlon In tbo respect ofths
col lego world Is generally acknowledged. na
the Presidency of that organization, Mine i,Now Haven I'mveralty begun to score her ora-
torical .triumphs, has secured one of tin ,

desirable honors within the compass i.f v,
men. In the spring of IHlt.l Itnppeurod r!riin.ly likely thnt this position would have 1,,

somo ehilm to social recognition. At tmtlmo Mr. W. II. Clark, who had represented Yn
successfully against Hurvard and had h,,nplei'ted President of tho Yale I nlnn, buthnd been hitherto neglected bvtbe so. ill .,?
'.,'" iof"l,t'' received an election toW.iisThe Innovation was warmly appl,m,i,.,iby ho tiiidergrudiiiuo world, und was regainednsthe one step essential to the rumple to reii ,i,.i.Itatlnn of tho I'lilon nnd nil that It stood forIho next your n slml nr election wasnlleredC. Clark, who declined, in the bollcf that Ha

10

undcrgrudunto activity of which lie was a ren.rescntntiv.- - merited thn highest social honor atnlc-- on election to Hkull and Hones. Tlietatho matter has rested since.
'Iho ngltnliirs for tho social recognition ofynlo debaters have found a champion m IliaiW J la ven Jientster-cMiM- y signtth-nn- t

ylevv of tho fnct that the editor of the liemf.ttrIs ono of the most iiromlnont graduate mem.bcrs of Scroll nnd Key. In u recent editorialtho llrpiHtcr directed attention to the i,rcstnto of ntlnirs, and called lor a itlftoiciil Vocnt
atiltmlotowanl tho subject of delintm.. 'H,allemsterx cue bus been engcrly Inken ndvau.tngo ot, mid tho discussion is wnxlng warm.A prominent undcrgrnduntu described tho posi-
tion of tho reformers as follows:

"There seems to ho no decent ronsnn why
success in debating should nol bo u

for Bocicty honors. Five or ten veinago there was plenty of reason why the 'Onion'and its particular stars should bo Ignored brtho great and Intluentlal organizations of senioryear. The Union was then hardly a dignified
or credltahlo body, and tho men who parti,patedln tho debates vycro not the highest tipsof alo men. Hut nil that has changed. nno longer derldo tho work of the Piilon. andwo tako tho utmost prido In tho success of ourdebating teams. Tho men engagod In tho worktoo, not to hoaro despised. They nro notonly nmong tho llnest writers and highest
scholars In their class, but are men whoso per-
sonalities mo recommendations In themselves
As a rule, their success is not coiillned to tindirection in which thoy hecotno prominent,
lhere Is Usher, for example, of tho present
senior class. The March number of the .((Mil-fi- e

Monthlti contained a clover article onbbnkcspcuro from his pen.
"There is C. U. Clark, who wns graduated

Inst spring. He contributes to tho current num-
ber of tho Forum n scholarly essay on tho oldlinnish pooui, tho 'halcrula.' Thu latter wastilpo tho valedictorian of bis class-- nr wouldhave been had thero been such an olllce andwas a man of strong nnd attrnctivo personalltv.
tanrk, it is truo, could havo bad an olcctlon t'o
Wolf s Head, but ho looked for boniethltig else
His ambitions were not purely personal, how.
ever. Had ho consulted Ida own wishes mere.ly. 1 know; that ho would havo ucccptcd thlielection. Hut Clark bcllcvod that debating '
was of sufllcicnt importance in tho undergrndii-nt- o

world to merit tho highost social honor inthe gift of i ale, and he purposed to Insist upon
this recognition. Thoro lire those who bollevo
that Clark was wrong. Surely the effect bus
been disheartening. The election to Hones,
which he believed to he the proper distinction
of tho successful debater, has not yet been forth-
coming, nnd Wolfs Head lias not sulllcictitiy
recovered from tho rebuff to renew its ad-
vance.

"It is hard to break down tho trndltlon of the
Ynlo sonior societies, and they havo not yet de-
cided that the debater has a claimupon their recognition. Thu qunllllcatlons for
such distinctions havo alwnvs been difficult to
define, but through all Iho paradoxes and con-
tradictions a few- - facta have been plainly evi-
dent. Who would think, for oxuinpln, of put
ting down tho captain of tho football team us
a doubtful, maul Tho enptutn of tho crow Is
equally sure. The baseball und athletic cap-
tains are not so certain or election, but vou canusually bet upon them. Tho managers 'of these
different organizations are seldom passed by. 1
Tt.cn there nre your members of tho Junior j
Promenade Committee, your Presidents of thebanjo nnd glco club nil tlico usually go eutno-wher-

Three out ofthoflvcy.iV. edltoi'saro gener-
ally tapped; tho Chairman rarely misses Hones,
High stand men still inaiiitnln their prestige,though the time when tho valedictorian was

chosen has happily gone by. Kvcn
tho class deacons and those prominent in re-
ligious work nro not ignored. Kvery branch ofundergraduate endeavor, therefore, appears to
bo represented in our senior societies, with tho
Bole exception of debating. Why this is I enn-n-

tell. Surely those men work as hnrtl for tho
glory of Yale us her athletic eaplnlns nnd her
Dwight Hall heelers, nnd would sceni to havo
us important claims upon the honor which tho
Yalo undergraduate pricB nbovu nil,

"Tho senior societies aro not nlono negligent
in this respect. Few- - debaters of the past threeyears have received any social recognition
whatever. In tho teim that has just defeated
Princeton, for exanip.c. are Sludnlskl and .'.
Iv. Clark. To these two men the chief crcdlo
of tho victory belongs; and It Is uiineccssnrv
for mo to say how much Ihey were admired bv
tho atidicnco nt Princeton. Yet neither o'f
theso men belongs to even n iunlor sniictv. It
remains tn bo soph whether they will rcieivc a
merited recognition a fow weeks hence."

The bophomoro societies have received some
severe criticism along these lines.. Ono writer
on tno btibjcct has tho following tunny:

"I nm not going to dlbcitss tho remedies for
this evil, except to call attention to ono that Is
patent to every one, viz.: tho abolition of the
sophoinoro societies. These organizations do
very little good nnd havo wrought very much
harm. Tho evils of them wero raveuled withtintllnchlng hand by tho winner of Iho Ten
Kyck prizo in 1MMS. On that occasion tho
bravo son of a bravo sire told somo wholesouio
truths. Sad it is to record that tho words of
that abolitionist orator have not yet borne fruit.
These societies, baleful nnd demoralizing ns
they nre in their influence, nre of mushroom
growlli and should bo uprooted llko poisonous
weeds. Let tho powers tbnt bo w po them
from tho fnco of thu earth bo'oro they get tho
grip of vested interests which cannot bo d s
lodged. I am proud iif my nlma inntor now;
I slml! bo still prouder of her when I sco the
day ilavvn miy It conic bjiccdlly on which,
like tho successful athlete, thu successful de-
bater, scholar, orator and essayist nro sure to
win thes" recognitions, which aro the real am-
bitions of ourcnllcgo life."

It is noteworthy lint tho fncultyjis dolnsr
everything in its power to place debating nt
Yalo upon its proper footitu.. Tho faculty U
inlluciitlal in thn senior societies and them
seems a likelihood that its influence mnv be ex-
erted in this direction. The old debating socie-
ties, J. lunula mid Urol hers in I nlty, alwii)t
catuo In for a Hh'-rn- t shnro of tho annual soci-
ety honors, nnd thn tendency has been nil along
In placo tho Ynlo i'liimi upon an equal footing
with their distinguished predecessors. The
day of elections Is only u few w eks abend, nnd,
in view of the successful season of the debit-
ing team. It promises to bo one of tho most In-
teresting and momentous occasions In years.


