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Guards Unear, Collendorp and Hallywood mus' he
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« ptesent plol. wn e Geimnay, Rusda and
?l-‘- Thd wonld Wnow atms It Countess Sagan and
N acreie eacape dealhl from A E:r arranged runaway
and belly=od nds tism diy frighien al a
pnities fost Here the Countess allem pia to liumble
( Je e, b Hally wood turna thie tablas by declaring
L iote lor tue young girl and then huumgt.t to
1evonde belute An expianation can be m. fon
it and Seindorl plan to withhold the Englisn

orasaln trom Massni. Hallywoed I8 senol %0 Kofn

4 to take charge of & prisoner. 3 un-
E;,‘.Ia‘wn‘ plisoaer turna ot W0 be ."“'
Counseller. retuming  [rom Engiaad. The
Vo lellow counbrymen quarrel over the q on of

At nvolved, bul Hallywood, who, a8 a 8ol
2:.-';‘."-t farthpr than the polni of his aword,”
\noes 01t @ 0f I charge of Uneiar and hastens to
{evonde  here lie moels Valetle and disoovers ber
love for him  =eipdort proposss thal Hally wood re-
frrm L ounsellit's despatohen in order to Aave Massau
rom teetman invaslon  The mission means death,
‘-..l Hally wood underakes ib

CHAPFTER XX VIIL
FHY ARKREST
The [ollowing evoning tongues were busy In
Revonide niul thystery and an absenos of any defl-

mite inlarmation alded rest o the lown talk. The
brokon pegnirts werd crrious
Sag Connsetior had fallen down the stalroase

at tiis Bratish legotion and injured hin bead, his
brow baitig miuet contussd. His roturn to Revonde
< enpiatned b the ground shat Germany and

"
Fogtand bind Juinsd furces in compolling Selpdorf
Liosaen the heawy taxation with which Maasau
wod tpndened.  Count Sagan bad been seen in
W

v wilh & lawsring tace s, yes! It wan well
oown he had A st patriotie distrust of Ger

L

wian interlemies. Mme de Sagan had quarreled
witl fer linsband boecause she had insisted on
Wit Mile. Selpxdord, who was about W be mar-
fed b0 Bart von Elmur, in the choloe of her

Moddsatatl Sape sxcltement was being caused
it guards barracks by the case of Capt. Ral
[y worsh, whiotn Count Sagan accused of using his
(nitnanes undaly with his brother oMoera to for-
wanl tie projects of Germany.  Some aven weni
b 14, a4 W =ay that he waa under arrest, and
obard were Intnd who akiook thedr heads and
langint, pralessiog o be aware of & yoi deaper
teesom for die colonial-ln chiel s anlmosdity agalnst
e ngiiah eaplain

Ohek 3 all thits chafl the one grain of truth was
that Counailor, =ieased by Unziar on the au-
Whorsy of A talngrun fmm Rally wood, had ar-
riwal by tiae Qumt srain in tha morning, sod had at
aon prowoesdesl @ the Hratiah lsgationn  There
oo foad allpweod walting for bl "You haws
pon thy chisnosllor’ aaked Counnssilor, looking
hard at Rallywood, whose brown {ace wor a look
bt had never seen tiponi it beforea “Why waa 1
pinased! Am | already wo lat?™

“No, you am not oo lata  You must see the
fuke at pnoa.  Hers aro your dispatchea Guodby,
bajor, I'll mant you promeatly.”

“1 snall not In all protabillyy ses Duke Gustave
sean My part s over and dons with, The world,

The guard of Massay shares that privilega.  The
Inquiry or rather trial waa 1o ba held within slosed
doom, and by the express order o) the eolonsl-in-
ehiet all the ofMesra, Including thoss Junlor (o the

prisoner, were (o bo preseol  And every ofcer |

present on such occastons had the right to vola
The procedure was aimple When the witneases
had been examined, the accused was (nvited to
apeak In his own delense, then the senlor offosr
summed up, and lastly the oMosrs recorded thaly
volen

Rallywood's offonss had outdged the tundas-
meanial principle ol the guard, the bllnd sell-ancri-
ficing obedience which In trivial as In vital mal-
ters demanded the merging al the private Indi-
vidual with hopes and consoclence ol his own into
the hody corporate ol the guard.  With the single
axcoption of Unziar, no man present way acqualot-
o with the detalls of Rallywood's ecrima  They
knew ouly that he had grossly dinobeyed ordars,
and not only that, but had disobeyed then lor
the lurtherance of private ambltion.  Bo (e chargs
against him Intimated. It was understood that
the accusation had bosn lodped by Count Sagan
In ronasquence of Informaton recsived by him,
and the courb-mariial ol once asscmblied W0 deal
with the matier.

The original prejudios agalomt Rallywood as
a foreigner and an Interloper was revived, with
with all the more bitterness beoause the men bad
in the Interval come o reapect U not o lke him.
They resented the deception they belleved to have
bean practiced upon them with the rancor of thoso
whio find they have not only been played upon
but made tools ol. Rallywood had gained his
position among them by false prelenses to sorve
his own snds—galoed 14 4o betray them.

But more than this, he had dishonored the
guard, brought the fust blot of reachary upon ite
long and unblemished traditions Hemditary
instincts (nbred and powerful were armayed agalnst
him in the hoarta of the aix of his judges; In the
seventh, Count Sagan, ho had o encounter the
lll-blood of a protoundly vindiotive nature whaose
purpose he had crossed and baMed, and who har-
bored toward him a savage pamonal hatred

It must be undermood that so far no hint of
the arrangemont with England had been allowsd
to transpire The engagement to ba given by
Masasau fu rmturn for the promised British loan
and moral support waa In $raln tor completion
but the final signature was not 1o take place till
that alternoon. Meantime tho chancollor kept
antill \ongue in his head and waltad upon avents
knowing that when all transpired the responai-
bility eould be ahifted upon the shouldems of the
duke It was a risky game, but M. Selpdorf had
played many another—and won them all At the
same Uma he had no intention of putting out his
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Unsiar sprang up hurrledly,

"It s In the anteroom.” be mald, *1 will hring
"

Sagan ross from his pleos as Unelar returned
with & naked aword In his hanl The count
| took it and 1ald 1t oo e table belore him.

Then, standing, he addresned the court:

“Gentlemen of the Guard-—1 must thank you,
In the first place, [of the ndmiralile patisnce with
which you have listenad W the detalls of the abom-
nable crime with which the prisoner. John Hally-
wood, v charged  Tlis guill has been proved
up to the hilt by Lisut Unslar's ovidence, but
In addition o that the acoused waa not ashamed
W eonvict bimsell otit o hin own mouth. The
senitanos upon a traltor, as upon & mutinous sol-
dier, In unaliorable 18 Ia death! No doubt,
geollemon, wo are unanimously agroed upon
that, and the formality ol the ballod ls all thas
L e len”

The ballot box stood upon a side table at the
upper end of the room, and beside It a baaket
wilth a number of {vory balls, some black, some
white The ofllcern went up (o rotation and each
with his back w the company placed a ball o1
the color o chose (u the ballot bex

The haggard davlight was iading slowly aa
the men lett their chalm and retiined 4o them
In mlence

Rallywond waited, not in suspense, indesd,
but with the (ull pempe that bis inte was being
legally recorded by a Jury o his fellown It is
ot such & moment an Lhis that & man goes back
%o hin beliet in God. 1t there s no God, o what
end anything? Those who say there is no God
say the world la a sad and very evil place It
thelr croed were universally accepisd, the last
siato of bumaniiy would be worse than the first
and carth degenerate into a hopeless and help
loms hell

“Six black balls, one whita " anncunced Mal
Ulm

The prisoner's gray, lmok eyes flashed out
st Unsziar, but the Masssun's rigid imoe gave
no sign. :

Then Count Sagan, secure ai bis enemy, led
himsdi go. He lifted the sword trom the table,
and, casting one more glanoe at the prisoner,
he placed the gleaming point upon the floor, bend
Ing the delicate biade and stamplng upon it
midway with his booted heel There was a ahal:
low ring as the steal broke. them a clash of metal
as the count flung the hilt upen the paint, aa it
the wuch contaminased him

"John Rallywoosd, this court has found yoa
gullty and condemned you to die!  And 1. Count
Simop of Sagan., colonel-in-chle! of the guard
of Maasau, now pronvuncs upon you ihe msen
tonce of death.  Trusted by the guand, you chose

hand 1o save Rallywood, whose disapp

trom tho schome of sarthly affairs would remova
an awkward cause of dlsagresment trom the range
of his own lamily clrcle. Yot it muost be admitied
that M. Selpdort really regretied that the neoos-
#ltien ol the case required the sacrifics of the Eng-
llshman, for whom his tormer abstract liking re-
mainsd antirely unaliered.

The dourm of the groat mosa mom weare closed,
for within them the court martial was in progrens
At the contural table meven men with the marka of
power upon them were gathered Above them
the torn banners ot the regiment hung In the red
gloom of the dome. but about the men themselven
the gray white light of & winter day tell irom the
riverward windowa It seomed %0 dull even the
red glow ot the hanginga, that oold light, which
lent to the laces of those assembled a strange effoct
ol pallor.

Itis & common axperience that nilence in a place
associated in the mind with voless and the move-
ment and sounds of lite haa & weoird and impres-
nmive sffect  Enler an empty church and you are
chilied, hear & will read In the room which you
connect with laughter and the genial routine of
everyday events, and the uncanny quiet tafling
away fIrom the single voico, benumbs you
Thun in the mess room, where music and laughter
snd the hubbub of men's talking usually re
sounded, the unwonied willlpesa, broken ooly by

‘tha plarcing wail ol the sea strwck cold and heavy

upon the senses
Count Sagan, his big chest covered with gold
lace and orders, loomed st the head of the table,

@y dear Juhn, never seea a natiotal policy until
It hegrinn W Ny, Thare la no oeexit (or hatching .
the ngg. Uno would almost think it hasched of |
lasti, Coeanionally Wbe egi in found o be sddiad, !
anl then the old birds make away with it in pr- |
vale But don't go yet How have you managsd |
ki kowgh theme! W hiat does 13 mean?” I
“It means principally that you must forget
rou haws beon robisdd, that Elmur's gama is up, !
and that you were mistaken in youe opinion of !
the chanoeilor.” !
Consellor looked hurriedly through the papem |
contained in the packet “Johin,” he said sudden- |
Iv, na he folded up aosmall sheot of cypher notes, i
v are an indemal lar ™ '
ealywosn! Tanghiml and his spurs jinglad as be 1
iwtt the room, wlad to have cacaped so cheaply |
feom Counpellor s keen obsorvation The old |
wistor wonul to the window and watohed him rida |
wwav in the sunshine, a gallant figure In hin |
ghivering uniform, sittinge squarsly upon his big |
bay charger  No sunpicion crossed his thoughta |
that liadlvwoosd was pmbably saking his last
ride thironse s the sunny stroois, that at avery stride
of o high sweppine horse lie drew nearer o the
fitinl soenie of all He had gathersd from Rally-
wood s hoaring that the diflicalties in his path
bl somehnw Teen srmountsl.  Rallywood waa

capihie.  He had won theday by energy, or pluck,
or both. bt wrie ola diplomatist had no time at the
ot o tronhle bis iesd as W the exact means

Hefore the forenoan was over Counsellor, act-

Irue thenugh the proper chanus's, secired Maa-
sl s aciepbanes of the Britsh proposaals, and &
mutisfactory unilertaking  which  excluded all
rivals trom the Gl at any eate ditring toe duke's
et Counseilor dld met appvear Io the nego-
Bations  He remnined shat up at the legation,
but when at ligth they came (o public knowladge
the German party wers not under any delusion;
they recoenizesd to whose ditect ofoes they owed
dofoat

Baron von Elmur salid nowthing, as a matier of
It i didd pthingg, but he used his infusnes with
an ellact that was yet W bear {ruit e wan In-
cllnal o wuspect Selpsdor!, but the chancellor
proved that b= bid only carrled ont the Giarman's
own suegestion n sending Rally wood 1o the fron-

Geor.  Hluck, hie angusl, cominned with Sagan’a
blundering, limd done the rest. He deplored 1L
It was clear that Hally woed, taling advantage
of hin pesltion, ninl undor protense of carrying

the dispatiheos e the einneallor, had simply gone
W Revonide and winsd w Unziar a (alse order of
trloase for Majl Counsellnr: The sole delinquent
was Hallywissl, and the count in a torrent of curs-

e promisad Limaell a time of reckoning.
The day. which had begun in a brisf burst of
sunshine, el In clouds  Evening elimbed

eullenly up out of the hieak river,

Tealle disd in the wteeets, and the cloaked
froopers passing hither and thither against the
tiviog e becamin the chief objectas W0 be noen as
niht wathered

Hallywood stood at the side window of his quar-
ters looking out nver the twinkling city. He
seemad W have had as v#4 no time for regtel or
Kloomy anticipaton.  Ile had dwell absorbed
on the single fact that Valerle loved him. He was
ready o wnerifios himsalf anid his hopes without &
#miln Lator on, in sorrow and heaviness of hean
he mwnsed himeself of spoiling Valerie's young
lite  Hut he had not yet ronched that stage;, he
won lugaring In e first transient perfod when
men ard women s vislons aml dream dreama,
when the present s lost in the roeent past, whils
bove's fient wpmdl in Iabld upon them, and the light
that never was on land or sea hlinds them o the
chanees nil ehanees of common llae  As long as
the glhiory of 1L Insts & man Is caught up into the
seventh heaven, and the things of earth have no
power over hilim

Nut ths breaking of the visfon came to Rally-
wool saMciently quickly. s view of the lamp-
Ut ity wrow sddenly blurmed and bhe saw instead
Bis owie eelloction In the pollshed glasa, as the
lichws were turmed on in e room behind him.,
T that snme nstant, too, Wie vagnie sweet lookout
fadmd from bis miod

Then o hinil was Inid upran his ahoulder and he
waw ancblier teaes mirtore! bheside his own against

e dark backeround of the nighit  There was &
sgeestion of reluctance lu Unziar's movementa
"Erogeet, Copt Hallywind, that T have been or-

deeed Lo place yun under srrest”

CHAPTER XX1X
THE COURT-MARTIAL
It has been the privilege of one or two lamoua

Wellenloup and Ulm to his Aght and left, Adiron,
Undar, Adolf and Varanhelm sealed according
W0 their rank. At the fool of the table in the uni-
form of ths guard, but without » sward, stood the

| prinonsr.
Ope man { waa a leto st o
Rallywood —Mal. Ulm,who had just returmed

from leave, and whose keon oyes sei in a thin
sbaven [asa, worutinized bim coldly. Behind
Ulm's bald head dwelt most of the sagadty and
discretion of the guarl. Strongly as hls preju-
dicen were axcited he could not avold being struck
by the bearing of the prisoner.

Thare waa a cold fiereenean about the men of the
guard. bui Hallywood stood unmoved under the
mang hoatile ayen

A court-martial, where the prisoner ls condemned

¢ im perhaps the moat awful soane of justioe on carth.

This is 8o bacauss it containe within ileell slemenis
that edge {ta painfulness. The judges wield not
only the powar of death, but the power of putting
s man o utter shame. The prisoners who stand
at such a tribunal may be credited with the capa
bility, given to them by training if not by nature,
of feeling shama And the capability of suffer-
Ing shame is as distinct a quality aa the sense of
honor,

Count Sagan glared around the table, and the
aspect of his collsaguen pleased him; they felt un.
dor his rough lmagioation like a sword whose
tempor the fighter ls sure of. There was a hor-
rible anergy, a furlous relontlessness ahout his
vary attitude and ringing in hin volee that drove
everr word of his sccusation Inw and through his
hearesa  Aa preeldent he put questions o the
prisones, who answared them unmoved.
Fal'lvwod frontsd them calm and soldierlike,
the pleture of s gallani despair.  He felt as though
bin stossd slmar of his lfe. It was Uved and the
end insight  His position was hard, but he seemed
o be ready o say Amen W whatever fate
might send. Iie had no thought of struggling
for life and love He was (ar othorwise Ie
was o whase love I hopeless, whoss loved one Is
lowt a2 though in death, and who livea through the
prosent dream ancording to an {deal, the (deal of
being worthy of the vanished past

Uneiar alone looked stonily blank, but the other
grim facon round the table regarded Rallywood
with a sort of satisfaction.  He had sinned against
them, but they were sbout 10 make himn pay the
highest human penalty for his sin.  Yet to Ulm
his demoanor was suggesiive. Thore was some-
thing eloquent of singlences af heart and noble-
nesa that seomed 0 buoy up this man with his
broken honor. Thers wan no parade of outraged
innocence, nothing but a fearless reserve

Rallywood hardly heard the grave voloss that
discussod his fate, stirring as they did so the clog-
glng quiet which hung with such solemn effect
over the historle room.

Those lofty walls had never before echosd to
a mimilar charge or alike disgraca.  The accusa
tion waa seb forth in general terma. It apoke only
of & certain prisoner and certaln dispatches. Ral-
Iywood, aciing under valld orders, had taken
over the dispaiches from Unziar, and nexy by a
falne tolegram to Uneiar, bad ordered the reloase
of a vertain prisoner.  Also he had used the dis-
patches %0 forward aims of his own, 1o the loss and
detriment of the free slate of Massaw Anthony
Unziar gave his evidence briefly and with ceu-
tlon, but it waa conclusive

Alter the charge had been completed and proved,
a few minutes' sllence enwusd Then Count
Sagan addresacd the prisoner.

“Capt Hallywood, have you anything to say
In your own defense?”

A wudden jarring senss of amusement struck
upon Iallywood. Thoy were playing s fares
Count Simon, with his mortal enmity, was but
acting his part  The whole prooedure was hol-
low, yei he, Rallgwood, would have to give his
life to prove that all this seeming was deadly
earnest. that the blustering traltor opposite wan

not a defeated schemeor, but a loyal son of Maasau!

Rallywood could not repress s qulck smile

Count Simon flung his Ast upon the tabla

“Io you hear me™ he shouted; “*what have you
to say in your own delenses™

Hallywood looked him in the syea

“Nothing,” he sald

Thero was & bush. Sagan picked up the
glances of the offlcers round him.  Hallywood's
words had come as & shock. Most of the men ax-
poctod some attempt If not at defense at least al &
i of his duet

Sagan's harah voloe was raised agalo.

if "

Eardes du cwrps W be & law unilo thomaelves

“His sword®

o botray them! Whem la the nath of lealty by
which you swore o obay® We are polluted by
your \ we are lainted by your mhame! Are
you afrald to spoak? Ln your voics frozen In
your throat? Thea greater part of your punish-
ment ahould be In iw shama Butl you cannot
feel i#! Yoo and shame are siraongers the last
infamy of the base! You are loathsome, a mer-
conary falss o his salt, a hound who sold him-
nell for money firml and for dingraceful gain after-
ward! How can | touch you” Un what nerve,
winoe the narve of ahame s dead”  ldke the grooms
ons could only punish yoo with & whip. 1 shall
lay the matser befors the duke. 1 will urgr it
upon my collsagusa”™ he swept his arm round
the table: "a hundred with the whip or to run the
gaunilet of the guard That would touch you
more than words, or shame, or death' Ha, that
reaches you!™ he eried. and then there waa o fiorce
exultation (o the ravcous. volleying worda “you
have diagraced the puard put we cannot {or Tea-
mons ol miate publicity disgrace you But you
shall be shot—-shot like & dog! You shall not
meet death (ace 10 faoe ne many & hrave man
has met {1, but you shall be shol eringing with
your back o the gun muzsles Hke the cur you
are!"

Rallywood's pale featurcs had flushrd for a
socond  There was a brutality aboul Sagan's
denunciations which shocked the men around
him.  Rallywood deserve samething, but net
thia, not that Unzlar's eres burned, Wallen
loup was trowning, Hut Sagan swept on. e
was & man who trampled horrihly upon a tallen
loa

At last Wallenloup could bear it no lomger
He romse to his leet and selutiog the count lod the
way trom lhe room, the line closing with Rally
wood between Adol! and Unziar as guard

Latt alone in the great, dlm. vaulied chamber,
Bagan stood uprightand watehed thedoor through
which they had filad out. and there came upon
him In the dying darlight a serrible moment,
mch aa all uncontrolled natures must at all Umes
know, A senine of the futility of all things a
knowledge that life has lnost s taste, the hide-
guaneas of finally baffied desire

He burled out his arms with a wild gesture
“Where have they gone® Where are they,
the strong tusta and bates and trdumphs -the
satisfactiona of the old days® The world has
grown puny. It is empty, emply, empy!”

CHAPTER XXX

"UPON THE GREAT WORLD'S ALTAH STAIRM"

It in a commonplace that sclfish natures, balked
of gratification, scak reliel in mabing the unhap
piness of others, preferably of thoae who are help-
leas 1o resint or o resent  Therefore Count Sagan
employed the interval belore going W the palace
to procure the signature of the duke i Hally-
wood's death-warrant in paying a fiying wisit
to hin wife, whom he not had meen slnce the morn-
log of the boar bunt at the castle

He found several other people calling upom
Madame de Sagan, who was not fond of solitude
Numbers gave the protty countess courage  She
took no notion of her husband's eatrance, although
the moft color left her [ace instantly as a candle
flame Is blown out But Count Simen had only
five minutes o0 spare and somethicg W say in
them. Imolde’'n feeble rebellion escaped him;
be sirode to her aide, and with a singie glance
disperssd tha little cotarie of gu~sia about her,
the only onoe who kept hin position being Haron
von Elmur,

Sagan stood belore his wife, an evil wmile on
his coarse, bearded mouth.  He nodded av Elmur.

“I have nows of lntorest for both of Fou "

=“Ah! It Is over then™ Elmur asked at onoe
He discerned the court's Intentien and would
have averiel Its fulfllioent i possibie.  The
thought that Im was aboul W make a woman
unbappy never deterred Klmur from any course
ol acton whatssever, bul he preforrod ool o ses
them so  He delighted W pretty women, asd
Leolde ol Bagan was oxceplianally preily, there-
fore, for the sake of the next half hour of her soci-
ety he wiuld have spared ber the tdings her
hushand's mallee desdgned (o thrusi upon hew
In public. Aferwards the deluge might come,
but what matter? Have we not all our deluges
in private that submerge our world In teare?

*Madame has kindly promised 0 assist in the
tableaux vivanis next weak,” he added hamily,

The eount grinnasd bis eontempt

“You should repraduce the death of a traitor.
Come to see Rallywood shot in the morning by
way of an object leascun,”

Madame de Sagan's hand flew o her throat
with a quick gasp of borror; for & mecomd the Toom
seemed 10 awlng round, then slowly setie again.

*Why what has he done?™ ahe asked; her lips
were dry, bul she spoke deliberately

“Nothing new, ouly he happened W be found
out this Ume. Well, au revoir!”

Elmur stood up and followed him

*“The slguature of his highnesa™ he asked tn
s low volee

*I go to get It and other things alse
arranged the lnterview with Selpdort ™

Flmur bowed and returned w0 his place by the
side of the ounteas  Isolde’'s blue eyon, dewy
as o child's with unahed tears, appealed W him,

“It in oot true™

Flmur reflecied that he had pever before seen
hor look so pretty. Most women with tears In
their eyes repelled his fastidiousness, hut this
one was delicious  He bent toward ber and sald
as much with a fervor that surprised her.  She
smiled tremulousdy. She had alwayn conald-
ered the wary German worth eapturing, bul he
was an clusive bird. Admiration bad never
befora got the better of his sell possession; now
for the first time he appsared 1o be carried away
by iL The keennema of conquest thrilled her.
Jack!—ah, yea, poor Jack! Butl he was prac
tically lost 1o her forever. She slghed a lide;
she had been fond of Jack, but (he love that can
wsland aga!net the lnevitable was not hera  She
rominded horaelf that Jack had preferred Valerie—
but, why, s had Hlmurl A lemplation came o

I have

Ber; sho glanced again at Elmur. He was per-
sotinble though advancing to middls age, and
bandmime an men o thowgh his eyen were close
ol and cunning.
po she would never find any one perhapa quite
m good W ook upon as Jack, with his broad
shoulders and corn-colared hair, and thoss dear
frank eyea! No, bt

“Madame, what ars you thinking of? 1 wsh
1 dared flatter mysell that [ could ever draw toare
W0 thuse exguiniis eyea” Elmur sald again with
warmth, He wanied exciement sod Isolde was
yielding., There are womett who will pacrifice
the most sacred things, God's word lself, on the
altar of their vanity. lsolde withdrew her alight
hand frots bis woel, but 't was the withdrawal
that Invites advance She hesllated no longer.

“Thete are othet eyrs whose tears will be bit-
terer than mine; are ¥ou not Jealous of them?®
I am morry for Capl Haliywood of course, but
poor Valerle - what am [ saying™

“Whatever you may interssis me,” he urged, hia
eyem ollowing hem

She pouted eoquetdahlr.

“Yea, bocauss | spaak of Velerle!™

“Nu, It is bacauss yeu speak ™ he declared amor-
ounly. “Tell me of Mile Valerie if you will,” thin
i & coneasalon, “though you could tell me some-
thing more interestilog.™

“Not more Interesting 1o you than this" she ex-
clalmed, nodding her golden head at him with her
Uttle nir of foolish windom. "1t In lncky that Capt
Rally wood is is about w {arnish an object lessun,
for " ahe ralssd bor sleseder Angor aud (aid 18 on
her lips, smiing st bl

He looked round.  They wern alone in a

He was not likes poor Jack— | those

thorizsd to lay hefore your highness osrtain pro-
ponala-*~
"Stop, my lord.” agaln intorrupted the duke, “if
proposals have any referonoce to von Elmur
and his projects for the gond of the mase, .| abso-
lutely docline 4o hear them.  What's this™ he had
lald mside the upper papers after signature, and
waa seanning the one halow with an axprossion of
countenance wilcl shawed that he Hied whnl ha
read very lile

Sagan wawhed him with a deepening frown, |
At other i
times it had been the duke's custiom to add his |

the morm subtie Selpdor! with curiosity.

signature to papors without a glanos at their oom-
tenis  The desting of one man s thus often deo-
cided by the passing mood of another.

"What's this about Rallywood ™

"A bad business, but your highness's signature
makon many a wrong right.” sald Sagan, with a
elumay attempt at pleanantry; "It noedn only that
You have the pent and Ink, sire.”

“But, by heaven, not the will!™ aried the duke
"1 will not sign I8! And I I will not, hey™

“M. Selpdor! will assure yon that i1 s Deoossary
in the cause of discipline,” urged Sagan with a
lowering look.

“And 1 will assure M. Selpdor! thas 1 am acous-
wmed W make up my own mindl You koow it
alroady, Selpdorf!”

"1 have always known I, sire,” sald the subtle
chancelor.

"You will bear my rason™ asked Sagan,
angrily.

The duke nodded.
“Captain Hallywood was guilty of gross dis-
aller | obedi of omd His case han been Inid belore

drawing-room: {4 was not possible for the guests to
in the upper saloon o see them.  He drew the fin-
gor from her lips and preassd it o his own. He
would woo the truth trom this beantiful fool Hia
words meant one thing, his looks ancther.

“And Velare™ he questioned, sseming to count
her fingera on his palm

"Valerir loves him—aboe told mo so,” whispered
Isvide, sinoe there waa no longer need 1o mpeak
loudar.

*And you, my dear lady™ And it may be the
spoach was more Lnpassdoned bocause (n lis heart

he was damning the plc = of the captal
of the guard,
- - - [ ] - - - -

And Hallywood! Rallywood sat in his quar-
tern thinking thoughis that, ke music, lead some-
times on o exaltation  His earthly Hie was dons,
and he looked out inte the dim beyond (oariessly.
His eves were sot and sad. for he should see her
fave and bear Valerie's voloe Do more, but he
wollld be waiting in that somewhere for hor. A
man in the supremer honrm of ten turne agaio to the
faiths of bis childhaod: so now Rallywood, at the
summit of s life, jound himsall given back all
those lost dreams

He did not know hiow she cams there.  He hoard
no footstep enter. And when bo knew, neither
apoke

There was nothing to say; it was all undormood
sowell  She st beside lum, her bands in his in
a stranges lull of mutual knowladge

*How did you come™ he snied her at last

“Anthony,” she answered, “he knows—all.”

"How like him! Bul” with & man's ready
thought for the woman he loves, “you must not be
found here.  Say gootdby tome, Valorie ™

“John,” ahe clung to him, "how can 1 let you go?
You are dying for Massau—for my {ather—for
me - ven, you | con guess all'™

“Valerie, do pou know what your love s o me?
I nestd nothing more. 1 have not thought of what
thers In begond, but when you want me you will
find me whaiting.”

L the long sllenon life ttsell might have bean
muspended

“When" anid Valerie, in a sudden recollsction of
angtlsh

“Tomuorrow,” he answored. undervianding the
broken question.

Valerie raised her wel eyea

“In my life there can be no to-motrow.  God may
not let me die, but my Hie will alwayws be one long
remembrance of to-day. [ shall live In today
alwaya Tomorrows are lor happler women,
John,  And yot | am wicked tw say that 1
would not change my lol with any otbhor. For
have 1 not my memoriea”  And I will loarn 4o have
my hopes.  And whenever that blessed day of re
lrase may come 1o me, 1 will bring my heart to you
an it Is wday, my king!” 2

Rallywood looked intw the beautiful tear-dim
med eyes.  He was too wise o say that he had
spollt her life, that had it oen possible to st the
wrong right by any sacriflee he would have done
sa  Ufthis he sald nothing.  He unly kissed her.

“Nexl o living to be with you, darling, I am in
love with dying for you, Valerle™

The silence grew again between them. the best
and sauldest gilence upon earth — the silenoe of all’a
aal

“And vet, Jolm, | have one thing left to live for,
1 will live Lo nec your name stand whero 1t should
For men lke you are only understood and honaored

~afterwarda ™ she said presantly.

Another man might have disclaimed all praise.
Rallywood, who helieved be deserved none, kept
silenoe. He knew that o deny would be o wound.
And he was (ain to asy W Ler a thing which was
hard tosay and hard 1o hear,  But he wan Inoking
out {nt the tronbled future and bis anxiety lor
her grew bitter upon him So he nerved himeasll 1o
the greatest sacrifice of all.  And Valerie's nexs
words gave him the opening bo desired.

“Your swourd —" she began.

“In hroken.”

"No, no!  Anthony brought another 1w Count
Sagan, not yours  Yours was oot the sword ol a
traltor!  That alao 1 wili keep ™

“U'nziar <1 thank him. And Valeris, listen!
When they condemnesd me there was one vole in
my favor.  You can guess whose.™

“Anthony =™

“Yes, Valerie, and he loves you, and I will not
blame—1 wish —1 would ask "

Valeria's glance mot his.  She undemstood.

"No," alie sald; "1 will thank him, and like him
dearly and pray for him, but not that-— no, not ever
that!™

A quiet kneck on the door.

“And now it Is goodhy. ™

CHAPTER XXX1
DUEE GUATAVE

Whatever may be sald 1o the contrary. the fact
remains that n little independeni suocess acis on &
morally weak man as a ginss of wine upon a phy-
sloally weak ona For a Wme 1t axalis and qulck
ens him

Duge Gustave of Maasau was in a condition of
mentad exhilaration , and experioncing o the [all
the false sensation of strength thus oreated when
Sagan wan announoesd.  Selpdorf. who ind been
listening for soma minutas W his mastor's welf-
gratinlations on the newly ratified British contract,
roec as il 1o take his departure

"Walt, Selpdor!” the duke sald

"My lord has asked for a privawe interview, your
hlghtiess,” Selpdor reminded him J

"Yea, but | have no private affaime w discuss
with my cousin Anything thiat neod be said be-
twnen us v Dotter anid before a witness,” replied the
dulie.  “How do you suppose he will takee the news
ob our ncreement with England?™

Selpinr!’s aasweor was slow in coming, and be-
fore he spoke Count Sagan strode Into the room.
He carrisd a sheal of papers hia imperious tempor
was wotil o nush every business through w which
he put his hand.

“I hegred {or & fow momenia in private with your
highness,” hie sald, with a glanoe at the minister,

*Our good Salpdor! s oo discrem 10 be conaider-
ed a third,” answered the duke, blandly. “Has
knows our seaorets without belug told them.  Pray
procesd, my lord.  Is there anything 1 can do for
you™

"Yeu, slre; 1 wish to lay before you the matsar 1
waa foroed L0 postpone at the castle. 1 alen made
use of the opportunity o bring obe or two papers
relating o the guard for slgnamim"”

The duke ook the papers  He was sonted st &
writing table, and ho glanced carclesaly over
them as Sagan wenl on

“Under your approval, these papers indude
Idetit Undar's appointment as captain, vice
Colendorp—"

*“Ticeaned,” put In the duks with a sharp sig-
nificance

Sagan frowned Gustave had a curions alers-
ness about hMm o night,

“Yeu, poor fellow! We can {1l spare bim." he
sald  “Also, we have agreed fo propnae Abenfeldt
as juninr suhaltern ™

*I hagre no abjection ,” the duke sald

*As for the other subjoct upon which I have for
some time wiahod to speak o you, sire, 1 am su-

a eotirt-martial of his brother offeors, and he has
beon condemned o be shot  The wrial has bean
conducted with justioa™

"What were Capl. Rallywood's orders, then™

“He waa ordpgred w carty oartaln diapatches to
the chancelar, but s carried them elsewhers for hin
OWD PUrposs. ’

The duke nedded alowly, asd half closed hin
eysa.  He remembered a cortain damp morning by
the river, when Hallywood had ridden to tals or-
dears from Salpdori.

“So you are in this, aled, Salpdoarf™ he sald
“What dispaiches were these? PFray toll me
frankly 1 believe 1 know something already.”

“IMapatches ment to me Trom the frontier, sl

“*Which he falled w0 ¥ing 10 you.  Where then
did e take them®™

The dalay and the peraimont unexpeoted qnes-
tloning of the duke (edtated Eagan almost boyond
endusance  He stouck in

"Sire, does it matiar what he did with them,
os we hiave peoof that he disobeysd ordora? That
is the polint-- what need to auk further™ Then,
a4 the duke still shook hin head, he borst out, “Well
then, he carrled them to the Britlah legation 1o
his own counteymen, mind you He was falso
1o his oath as a solitier!  He must be shot'”

Gusiave of Moasau wasa man who lied much
and olten, as those of poor moral ealibea will
He lied new with zest

"Sat Althimch Capt Rallywood acted under
my parsonal lnstructions, Simon™' he said guisily

Sagan sprang 1o his feet

“Yeu," resumed the duke, warming to hin mle
"Yes, hie acted under my arders, for the diapatches
ware connected with the agreement | have within
the last hour wsigned with England, and about
which the first proposals were Inid balore me at
midnight by the Hritlsh envoy during my  visiy
10 your castle’™

“What™ shouted Sagan, aa his house of cards

fell about him  "You le, Guatave' And Ger
many®  Selpdoct, we holl your promuees' It
In impossi ble to think this to be trus™

"It 1% true” mald the chancello:.  *1 bag you

will recolleet that his highiess {8 presens, my
lord.  ‘This Is exeltemens *

Sagan stowl gasping and siaring.  Hia pas
nion meamed 1o cholkee him as he good, Eat tae dulkee,
still rxaltsd by the sense of trlumoh and power,
mistiok the silence for apesohiess humilistion
His wemper rimo as the other's seemed to sink,

“You ean decrive me no more. my lord Sagan!™
he eriel In & bigh, excited voice “You took
Colendurp from me, you would now taike Hally
wood, one by one all my falthful gusrd' Hut
1L am o soverelgn mill! You ahall not tamper any
Ionger with my loyal state; you anall never bring
your traltorous (rerman schemes to an issun!”

But there were things imposaible for Count
Simon «of Sagan to ondure. Never before had
he been twitted with impotence and failure. Heo
eoulil not survive 8o uiter & defont A man to
bear these things must be less thorough than
the eount  He was oo flarce, too imperions,
s bear o great o reverse. I he muost be put 1o
wharie belors the world, i even a paltry caplain
of the punrl were to be pormitied 1o negative
his will, why then, life had best bo over!

He savemed 80 strugele for apeech; at Iast, with
out warning, his passion leaped Into flame  Like
a wild beast he speane across the table nt the duke

the poor, snlveling eowand, who bad dared
o flay him with his tongue!  The old hate fired
the new fury as he elutched Gustave

The duke gave a shrill, feable cry, not such a
ory as one woilld hayn expected from n man of
his age, and then Selpdor! was hetwesn them,
shouting for the guard

“You false hound!" Sazan gonmshed bin teath
in Selpdorf’'s face as the chancellor threw him
palf upon him

Shots aod ahouts and the wild turmoil of a
deadly struggle. Then the guard had secured
Sagon.  The duke stood trembling and inco
herent, lsaning upon the table, and betweon them,
face downward on the tloor, the chancellor. with
a bullet in his groin, and for onee playing a role
he had not prepaved.

Sagacious, supple, salf seeking, yet not utterly
monred. in the last resort he offered up his life
for the master he had almost betrayed.

CHAPTER XXXIL
FOR A ABABON.

Queena Fain lire upon the inner edge of Lin-
eolnshire, in an undulating countrynide among
great old trees, where of an evening the sun
thrown ham of light across the lovels of urf, whore
homing rooks fly in woattered lines against a
gleaming nky. the air broaths coolness anil peacs,
and the seene lays that ineflable apell upon the
hoart of which only the exlle can sver know the
full pathetic pownr,

Hound the house tall fences of yow and holly
fend off the e¢older winda Om an evening in
sarly spring Rallywosd and Couosallor steolled
under the shelier of & massive black wall of yow.
The dafModils were blowing about  tho bosdar
of the lake below them. and along the distant
hedges furry catking were already nodding and
floating on the crisp broese

“1 have found it necessnry onea or twice befars
o say that you were a fool, Jobn,* sald Coun-
pellor, looking up at a corner of the groat stone
bullt mansion, s eold aspect yellowed and mel-
lowedd by the steengrthening sunshine.

“Alwayn or on occasion®” Hallywood laughed
eanily. J

"Mostly. You will not lsave the guard It
1 were you 1 should go temorrow.  Marry the
girl as soon as alio will let you and bring her hiere.
Then ait down and shroot pariridges She will
lke It It in better than Massau, ®

"I is altogestue good 1o own the old place again,™
Rallywood sald, "and we'll do our duty by the
paririliges, major, vou and I 1 hope, by and by,
but to do that and nothing else—nol yet™

"You've sialked bigger game sialked blgger
game, and that has spollt you™ grumbled the
major, “Alter Count Sagan, parirdges pall
Yot it In & plty.”

"1 shiall bring Valerie here somatimen, of course
1 think mlie'll like the old placs almosl as much
aaldo”

"More, sinee it Ia the birthplaee and homes of
one Juhn Rallywood,” sald Counsallor, with a
twimt of his hiy mustache. "Yon lncky dog, un-
deserving beggar. So Selpdori’s gone. A quear
compounid.”

"His desth redeemed -mnch.” sald Rallywood
ahortly.

“Yen," Counsellor pufled out s greal cloud of
amoke, “"yes, but we have no reasun o forget
the fact that he was very roady o secure him-
sell 8t & heavy cost (o youo ™

"For the sake ol Maassu™ interposed Hally-

woinl
"Hum-—for the sake of Msasan' And you
weore an Inoonvenlent Mty alsa Well,

well, let it pasn  But It was touch and go with
you, John, for no one could have foreseen Lhat
shaky old Gustave would rise to the cocasion as
hedid. And what has he done for you afver all™
“Ho saved my lfo first and gave me the gold
wias of Massau allerwarda ™ sald Rallywood,

“an honoe which | ahars with some monarohs —and
Major Counsellor

“Dirt cheap  too!* grunted Counssllor. *1
bear that Mme de Sagan sent you & very neat
eomgratulation

" A genou T la lerre
Nous readon® grace A Dien

Ei noud el (nisoss Y80
I¥une double priere’’

“You talie your own meaning oul of IL" ended
the major

"And people being chisfly maliclous will take
the wrong one"

"That is se It may ba But for you | hope a
fine moraning will follow the stormy evening.
You will grow st and selfish, John, ke many
8 betisr man ”

Rallywood smiled He wan thinking of a
ceriain  elderly diplomar  whs, rumor  sald,
bad beem moved out of his ususl composure on
one occasion only. It whs al the moment when
be hoard that Capt Rallpwood of the Massaun
gussl was semienosd 10 be ahot,

“By the way," resumed Counsollor, “did 1 tell
you that | saw von Blmur seterday of Charing
Oross”  He sald that e was starting for Constan-
timople 1 bado him good-bye, but he oorrected
mo, ‘Au revolr, my dear major,” and kissed the
tipa of his farers b0 me as the traln passsd  So,
perhaps, the ond s not yot”

“God blean the present,” sald Hallywood.

And while they walk and talk over the past
and the future in the ploasant places of England,
the surl is bnaling Tound an island off the Massaun
coast, upon which a storm stricken fortification
has beots adlapted L the ume of a certaln political
prisoner, Coumt Simon of Sagan There he
frots and schames and longs through the endless
afternvons. He doess not accopt his destiny as
final, his hopes are unimpaired, hin resclves as
sirong as in the ol keon daye st Sagan He
clings to a blind comviction that Time and the
Man most ineviiahly meet together and he
lives for that mesting.

There, too, Anthony Unsiar serves his country
and hin soverelgm, relentiessly watchful through
the dread momotony of the deya At hin own
urgent requent he wan given chargo of the lonely
pri 1ta molitud ring 1o him the one bear-
able condition of lile He has bin work to do
and he doss It well and always betweoen Count
Sagan and his dreams stands the (rrevocabls
figure of the young Maasaun

Sometimen Sagan taunts bim with bin hope-
less love, but he only anawers by a look. And
eacli known that wherever he may turn, he will
find the other standing up sgainm him -the
fleron imlrutea prisonar with his myal fearless-
nosa and his intemsme snd frigld gusrd.

They arc walling. Thoy have cach his dream.
Sagan's of empire and rovenge. for he is after
all, & aplandid ruffian, un ble. gallant, a man
who eould never be compelled to cry “enough”
o evil fortune

Sometimen deop in the night. while the two
enomies play thelr long gamen logether, Sagan
flinges down the cardn and laughs and apeskn
of another game which will find its conclusion
in the dim paths of the future. But Unziar only
amiles.  1f that day aliould ever enme It will find
him ready. But today is not tomorrow, and
&0 "Gl bless the present!™ as Hally wood sald

THE END

FOETA PARK IN THE BRONX.

S0 Named Hecaune the Pos Cottage Ta Near
—1ts Preasnt Condition,

Ponts® Park is probably the least known of
any park in the Borough of the Bronx, although
ftis ltkely to become the most interesting of
the smnall parks in Greator Now York., Itis
on Kingsbridge Road betwesn 102d or Prim-
roso atrect and the Coneouras whioh at presant
appenrs only on the maps of the distrlet, but
will eventually form a bhrond driveway from
MeComb's Diam bridas to the Moesholu Parkway.

The park is nbont two neres in extent nnd
cost the clty whoot $ML000. It has some hand-
rome Inwns and well-inld paths, and eontaine
the parsonnge of the Duteh Reformed Chuaroh,
Fordham. BEventunally this bullding, valusd at
5,000, will be devoted to Park Devartment
PUFPOBPE.

The park was born of the agliation to pre-
serve the coltage in which Edgar Allan Poe
lived und suttared n few yeara, and in which it
is believed that ho wrote “The Raven.” The
cottuge Is o one=pnd-n-half story bulliling with
shingied mides, us well as roof, nud contains
five rooms, two of whioh are badrooms up in
thoe stuffy hulf story under the peaked rool.

It was built in 1810 by ano Whesor oo land
owned by John Vaientine, the hoad of & tamily
whioh owned Iarge estutes therenbouts and
whose name ts porpetunted o anavenuo whioh
intersects the district,

About ten years ago tho land which went
with the cottuge wos cut up into bullding lots
nnd sold. The plot with u frontage of ity fest
on Kingsbridge rosd was purchosed by Willinm
Fenring (1), brother-in«aw of the Vandor-
bilte, with o view to preserve the cottnge. This
ia the first record of sentiment contering
into the wuluation of the old house.
about n year lator Mr. Gl sold the praperty to
the Inte Austin Ford, who in turn sold it to Dir,
E. J. Chnuvet, n dentlst who atil] retalns {t. He
built o residones miljoining the cottage soon
nfter the purchase in 1845, anid realdes there,

It was decided scen after to widen Kings-
bridge Homd. Abont holfl the cottnge would
have beon econdomped under the plans for
widening the thoroughtare, and Dr. Chauvot
had the bulldiug moved back some 20 feat.
Aboutthrme years ago the Shakesporian Soelety
of whioh Applston Morzan is prealdent, becamo
Intervated in the preservation of the ocottage,
but (alling to purchase it at a nominal sum
rented it. The Boelety retained it only about
three monthes.

At this timme May Ploree, a Chiongo admirer
of VYoe aud the poets of his time, l[ormed a so-
olaty for “'the presarvation of Poe Cottage,” and
anlisted not only such men an Gen, Willlam H.
Morris, Col. Gouldon and the late Prof, Dun-
don in the sob s, but resldents of the distriet
and men wo!l known in politieal olreles, John
P Dunn, of the Dupartmont of Street Openinga,
Bamuel MeMilinn, then of the Park HBoard, and
Fdward Howell, Deputy Commissionsr of
Tuxes, wire nmong the most offective workom,
und Mayor Htrong's endparntion was sooured,
The old Innd belonging to the eoltage was ap-
praised, but 8 dozon or more modern houses
thereon ndvanced the value beyond reasonablo
esonalderation for park lands.

Maoyor Birong suggestad taking the present
almost unincumbered Innd westo! Eingsbrldee
Hoad, The blll wns passed to appropriate the
land. but Moy Ploreo still advoeated the origi-
nal elte, Moyor Btrong sald he dld ot Intend
to alter his mind as to the alte and salgned the
bill, An approprintion of £10,000 wan secured
to improve the park, and purchase and remove
Poo Cottago to the aite, It wus supposed that
hall the amount would secore the cottage,
which Is netunlly warth, porhaps, $300,

Dir. Chnuvot’s sstimate of value, based on
rontiment, would praetienlly nbhsort the whole
approoriation, and the opegotiations ocensed
with the doctor o possession of the bulldiog,
w!f‘lnh In now rentodd ton nn’ml.l I"un[;’ilr.

he park wis numed Poste’ Park with a
view to commemorinte other pooats, for instanco
Josoph Hodman Drike, whose remaions e in
the Hetle tumily burying ground of the Hants,
on Hunt's Polut Hoad, Commissionor Moabus
hins pamed the park Pos's 'ark, nocording to &
sign erected on one of the Nne lawns.

AMERICAN DEAD MUTILATED,

Filipinos Cut Of the Noses, Ears
Tongnes of Two Roldiers.

InnraNaporLin, Ane. 24 —A lotter recalved by
Phlllp Behlmmer, n well-known German resl-
dent of Wabinsh, from his son Harry, who Is
serving in Compuny G, Foorth Begulurs, in the
Phillpplues, tells of the atmelties practiced
vy the Fillpinos on Amerclean dead, The letter,
dated Yrous, July 15, anys-

“1 am writing In ap old Bpsnish arsenal
We hnd n figlit at & town ocalled Manrioas,
in which we lost five killed and twenty-
elght wounded. The ocorreet number of
the insurgents killed In not known, We
had to Hedown in a pool of water and shoot
from bahind wes ridges, and we gave the
natives the hottest firht we have had fo Ilﬂll';

time. There were thirteen of them de
front 1{ s ned thirteen Inrthar ap the
don't know how many more we :ou od,
» found of our comrades w ad_bee
&ll;.ot Fach had his nose and ears cut off an
tongue out out

TAGAL RULER OUTOF A JOB

RAGGED AON OF A DEPOSED (HIRN
APPRALN T THIS QOVEENMENT,

Amoked the Olgars of a United States 0OMose
at Hong Kong While Heclling Hia Woe—

A Woman In the Case with An Adepled

Chief - “"Helr'" Wants Tham Apprebhended.

"When we got through with the Phillpyines, and
maybe bofore. there will be a now fald for the wrli-
ors of our country,” sald an army offices now i
bome tor reswt and some ether metsems in oonmec:
tion with his returm, which entities hin regoest sor
no prominence o be respected,

“l1 recall an Ineident, and 1 doult net thers
are many of similar character, 07, parbapa, difier-
i of more inlerest

“While | was wahting orders in Hong Kong 1hai
an audlenos with a chap who said that he had beon
etichired out o1 his place an ruler.  He was s sty
ping rellow, good looking aa those people e, a,w
s native He knew the lalands in & general wer
and could navigste the archipelage with enee ¢ 1d
cartalnly, as | was told. 1 leamod when 1 was in
the Phillppinse mot 40 balleve all 1 heard, and oy
bals that | saw, se 1 did not balove evorything 118
ruler without a job told me.  Hemuccssded tnyes.
Ing my q by hypnotising my orderly, # 1d
when | demanded to know who he wans hesald » (4
hauteur that was quite teiching, I am thhsone &
Tagal chis’

“1 am amrald | wans oot overcome with his s
tion, 1ur | askeod, thonghtesaly, ‘How sthe okd 1¥
The holr—1 prestimed him 0 ko suok—aoawe ney,
'He ix dead.

“1lvoked the young man over, His ragged ne-
pare did not imprese me.  The old silk bt wiiich
he wore had nothing In s appearance ts e ind
one of & crown® When he told mo his father wes
dead, however, i dawned on me that 1 was fs oo
of & ralar's son, or what pesssd for such outth e
1 anked him to have & campohair,and offoredid m s
cigar. | bad never had the bonor of smoking srits
ono of his kind 1 must say for him that hepm: ve
no unnecessary luge, il yom will pardon the “eots.
ago of the private”  He bt off the emd of Med zar
the same as youand Ida  And [ am eure bewo ild
have lighted the match as we do, axcept for aso:ro
Ity af cloth in his make up, and my forethoughila
Ughting {tfor him. 1 owed him that much respne.
Not knowing what aiee o say, 1 asked how hing
the lats ruler, or chief. had boor: dead,

“The suvonssor replisd 1o nigns whict thode s
preter sald referrod 0 poveval sune and mwos na
1 reckoned the thing rapidly ang eoncluded t+a.
the death was reeent. Then, as delicately o &
conld, for you nevor know waon you are tread ng
on eorns in thet country of intrigoe and revalat -,
I asked the caume of death.  The successor yopl 1 d
that It war a glorlous ending 0! o brave poest e,
But I afterward lenrned that the late rmier de &
very meanly death, the shufMing having beer i«
ried by the fallure of the commisaary 10 nuppiya o
noceRsATy qumntity of rioe for the cninine.

“To make mire | was on the right tral. 1 sl e
the young man If he was holding down the Jon .
saw he had flolshed hin clgar and offerea bim gn-
other, which he acoapied with an alacrite tha 1
consirued as a compliment to the brand 1 amolee .
1 learned that he was entitled 1o the job ham's
down, but the spouse next 1w his Latenees be 4
adopted a husband whom sahe instalied an sucess-
nor, and ahe had the natives en her sloe.  In wple
of the fact that the statement wan ex-parte 1 foum 4
mymall helieving i1 and my srmpathy wan for tha
man with the hat without the ‘throne’ Then |
constitubel myssll an investigating eommities. |
learned that the widow and Les adopisd husbans!
bad not shown that roal for Aguioaldo aod hm
cause that had heen ozpecied, aud that they hae
had ten days W move Hatbher short notice is
nome countrien  In Montana they glve a man e
minutes if he has n pod mount

“l learned that uhe had dsappeared with her
adopisd, and burned the bridges as ahe traveled
with her entonrage  The young heir, my puesw
bad tried w get back o his domain 10 Buddle the
wreck, and begin business where his father left
off but the roral gangrapher had made all his maps
alike, and the helr couldnt tall his realm from that
of the other fellow, and hie was ordered out of mev-
eral swamps for trespassing. 1 leave 41 1o you It
tbat wasn't tough. 1 koow of oo rightiul surcce-
sor to a place In this age who has been 8o ham-
pered in his hunt for what ls coming to him as thls
FOung man

“When I loaked at my watch 1saw that my thme
for departure was in slght 1 asked the yvoung
man what he wanted me todo.  This wan his pro-
position: For our Government to send troops to
intereept the woman who "usurped his rlghts, arrest
her and her adopied man and turn them over 1o the
righWul helr. T was curlons to know what he want-
ed with them, and made bold to asl the guestion,
Ldonot know what the reply In Tagal would have
been, but as it was Interpreted 1t was quite expras
alve and te the polnt, “That’'s my businesa '

“*Hut you want your job® T anked

“He shook bis head and grunted. Hedld not ex-
pect that  He sald he wonld give up that 1o the
white man If the white man's government wonld
only apprehiend and turn over 1o bim the woman
who had beens recroant o the memory of bis father
The mucenssar would do the rest

“I'hin was human nature. 1 had w0 go, 8o 1 ex-
tended my hand  And I ennld only say to him
that 1 would tell what hie ind sald, and I have done
a0 1 asked him, as hie beld my hand, if there was
anyibing else 1 could do for him. He sald he
would like another vigar.

“The Incident 1 have told you would probably
have born crowded out of my recollaction, for &
series of rapld evenis called me t0 active daty, bhud
on my return to my eountry, I fell in with s cltizen
of Denver, whom [ had known ten years ago.  He
came East with me  We got to talking about old
times and charactors, and ho asked me if 1 remem-
bersd Diave Johnson, 1 did not untll my friend
refreshed my memory.  Dave Johnson was one of
the hushrangers of rarly Colorade.  He had many
escapes from the vigllantes, He was scarred all
over.  He wasstrung up twelve times, and the lass
time the vigllantes thougin they had him finishoed.
An old squaw followed the tie-up as soon ans the
vigllanion rode awny. cut down Dave, restored him
with agency whiskey and put him oo her pomy.

Dave escapod.

“1 recalied the mtory.  Then my friend sald Chest
that Dave had gone 10 the Phllippines and had
joined one of the iriben, and he had board that he
was a sort of a ehief or rular out there; that he had
meveral wives and that they had o row amongthem-
selves and one of them deposed Dave, killed him,
and put her adopted husband in charge. Do yon
know I am of the opinion that the chap who sought
my intervention was Dave Johnson's son™

A DIABOLICAL WEAPOXN,

“

fald to Have Had Its Origin In Japanese
Ingenulty,
From the New Grisans Times. Demacrat,

“1 have handled a good many outlandiah weap-
onn,” said a New Orleans curio dealer, “but here is a
little instrument that lor pure diabolinm beats auy-
thing I ever maw in my Hie, 1 bought it the othier
day irom a Norwegian sailor, who tells me 1§ wos
glven w bim by a Jap st Yokobama—a story that
you may take 1or what {1 s worth,®

As Lie spoke he opaned a show case and ol ot
what seemed W be an ordioary Chinese markivg
brush, ol rather largesize.  The handle was some
ten inches long and the diameter o1 & lead peneil
By giving 1 a sharp twist (@ separated about o
hand's breadib irom the end. atler the mianner o) &
aword canas and attnched o Uie smaller plece wasa
alender rod with a needle podnt  The rod was not
much bigger than a knitting neadle, and with the
handie it had the effoct o1 & very amall and delicaws
wuletin

“1 whoujd think that would break ir it wers
umd 0 stab with," remarked a visitor after ex-
amining the contrivance

*Certainly It would,” replied the dealer, “and
that in where (e firndishoess of the hing comes
In  Look closely at the glass rod and yoo will wee
a tiny groove flled around it aboul two inehes trom
the hilt  Suppose that it was drives inw the body
o a man, It would be certain to bread st the groove
and would leave st least three Inches of gines buyred
in hisvitale  The punciore wosld be so small thnd
It would close when the stump was drawn aut, and
Tdout exceadingly whethier a single drop of blood
would follow, In other worda, the victm eould
cndve hin death blow without knowing exactly what
had happened to him  He would leed & shock
and a pang, bul find no wound, and meanwhils
the assasain would stick his bruah wgether and go
aboul his business The same ldea wmight be
applied %o siylographlo peas * -




