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1 1 FATHER DUNCAN ON GUARD.

W envious miners cannot oet a foot--
A JB HOLD ON ANNETTE ISLAND.

flj St' The Missionary Holds It For His Ileclalraed
f Indiana Hli Model Indian Town How

ft' a IUport of III Death Started a Htampeile
jf' to the Island Rich Gold Outcrops There.

, Bf flBATTl,K, Wash,, Aug. 0 "Seems to me
m. we ought ot be pretty near that Ketchikan wharf,'- remarked Captain James Bonlfleld of the Alaskan

fk JL packet Humboldt to the pilot, George, better
m jR known as "Slnbad" atong the southeastern Alaak- -

' an shore.
K Sf "Strange we can't make out no light," was the

W, reply, "and It beats me what that floating thing:
(ji W, was we nearly ran down a minute ago. It looked
Bi jr tike a house but where could It hare come from''"
X jjjL The night was a foggy one, late In July, and
jjr Bfc a drizzling rain was falling: Capt Bonlfleld
m m and his pilot were paclnc the wet bridge trying:
ft W' their bearing's In the narrow channel that
1 m passes Ketchikan The Humboldt was to hare
Ji R. landed at the little Alaskan canning station but
If K her skipper could not And the wharf.
'J1 W "Hello therel What steamer's that
ft- - sL The cry came up from the port bow with a sud- -

W denneas that startled the skipper Into his favorite
Ut exclamation "Well I'll be blowedl" One of the

P Oh miners from the little settlement had been roused
if m by the steamer's whistle and was out In his canoe
US to get the news.

J B "This U the Humboldt from Seattle," replied
K tli captain, "and I've been trying: for an hour
a to locate thai shack you people call a wharf."

fe f "There alnt no more wharf," was the Information
jp that drifted up from the canoe through the fog--.

1vaatwise not since the Al Kl called here yes--

v, terday. 3he knocked the whole buslnes.1 off Its
f ptn and Its floating: down the channel now. You'd

P ' better bet we'll sue the company for It though.
V What's tho news?"
i "Father Duncan's dead," said the captain and

be paused for the outbreak that he knew would
follow the tilling of the most Important bit of

' Information that Ketchikan had heard la month
t t There was silence In the boat for a full moment
c while the Alaskan managed to think out the
I situation. The news of the death of this good
t i priest was welcome to him. It meant many things
' ' at leat a chance for a fortune.

? "Whatl When did he die' Where did you
hoar It? Iti too cood to be true! Are you sure

jf titers ti no mlstako?"
i i Capt Bonificld explained how the United States

. treasury agent In charge of the custom houoe
(i at Mary Island had told him of rather Duncan's
j death a few hours before. The customs man said
$ ho had learned It from the Indiana

"Don't mention this at Juneau, Captain, and
I'll aiake you a claim that will give you the 'rocks'

x

l
to buy a fleet like the Humboldt Say, you're

i made my fortune. Hoven't time to come ashore
; for a drink, I suppose," and the man with tho canoe

paddled slowly off to shore while the Humboldt pro-
ceeded toward the northern terminal of her voyage.

- Since the Al Kl liad knocked the wharf down
JL ' she certainly would have to pass by Ketchikan.

J. Tola Is how Han-e- Thompson pot the start
In tho latest stampede to Annette Island. How

, he came out is the rest of the story.
J Tliat the death of a poor old priest of the Church

., f of England should cause such Joy to the usually
p '

goodJicarted Alaskan miner may need some ex- -

rlanatlon to thoso unacquainted with Father
Huncan, one of the mil prominent characters

f in Alaska William Duncan is the mast success- -
f lul missionary that oyer operated In the north.
i Ho has In forty years' continuous work trans

formed the greater portion of the fierce, cannibal
Iji't I l?tio tribe of Port Simpson, BrltLsh Columbia,

Itllans Into satisfactory citizens of the Hnlted
y Itatei. The GoTernment has giren him the ilso

If Annette island for hLs reclaimed sarajres and
tho model Indian town of the world has been built

; ap at New Jletlahkatlah.
( ' Annette Inland is as unprepossessing: as any
F - of Its aiai along: tho southeastern coast of Alaska.
ti It U roug-he- than most of the others and, with
I the exception of a small portion of the northeast- -

cru end. Is unsuitable for habitation. A If to
J make up for the crude way in which the southern
k. portion of the island was finished off nature seems

io haye ribbed It with countless reins of quartr.
, Many of the other islands hare quartz ledg-es- ,

. but nowhere does the rock seem to be as rich as
m, . on Annette.
M , Time and a train haye prospecting- parties landed
I , I on the southern end only to be dlscorered alter a
jl? ''ow days' work by some ol Father Duncan's
Bl , Indian policemen and romptly driTen off The
fjfi fa days' work done before discovery always
JK. BCcmed to derelop pome g;ood ore finds. This only
U Increased the desiro of the miners to return They
p say that Father Duncan la acting like a doc In the

II, , Ilia Indians do not mine, and as yet
ho haa taken no steps to teach them It Is true

R !ho miners would use some timber and that the
jL cconty herd of deer that now runs on the lower
M part of the Island micht be driven awny, but thoy
la are willing- - to pay a hundred fold for the prl IIcro
W 3f gTtting- - at Annette's treasure store. Hun
U, f. iSmtaof claims have Ixvn located nt one time and'H- - mother by sneaking-ashor- at nicht and working--

under cover. The locations could not bo recorded
m nd extensive work was always stopiied by the
tit ;iol!ce, who were not slow to usa force
U'f Waahlnglon ConjrreBmen anil Senators receive
H ong: peutlons every yoar ask Inj; that Annette be

IhrtTwn open to mineral settlement, amea for
II' ' hlapetltionaronotliardtoeTt.astheroisHcarcely
IpJ ' man on the southeastern Alaska shore but haa
11' smeormoredaJmastakedoutonthcIndian island.
lb Iwt year a fund was raised to send a rcpresenta--

j Utb to Washington. D G, to lobby a bill throug-h- .

Kj Ho mlg:ht have succeeded had not war measures
lit Jemanded no much attention from the law makers.

WliUe working- away on less valuable lodges
(i, on irarToundlng- Islands the miners are koeping--

weather eye on nnctte, and the slightest pre--

.. Is enough to send tin m stameding in that
jjf; ulrrclion. Father Duncan is old and feeble, and
jj3 hl death haa been looked for at any time. The
llj miners, if not actually hoping for It, have been

waiting for It, and this was the reason Thompson
Jjf o elated at what he learned from tho Hum- -
If boJdt on the rainy Jtdy night He had been put
IIP oil the Island more times than any other miner Inj, the country. On hLs lialry breast when his blue

j Bnnnol shirt waa pulled away, a crimson mark
I p showed where an Indian policeman's rifle bullet

HI' had once struck when he refused to move on.
Hi ' Thompson nearly died from the wound, but his
Hi oaatre to work out the rich gold ledges on Annette
Sir still lived. It even seemed to take new strength
HI along with his hatred for Father Duncan and hla
HI Indians, although the latter had nursed him well
Rlj after hiabmah with the policeman.

Thompson rowed slowly to shore, tied up the
canoe, and climbed the little hill to the cabin which

I he occupied Jointly with two other miners.
!j "SquawMan" Porter and young Joe Fletcher wers

old Annette stampeders and loved Father Duncan
' no batter than did Thompson. They were quietly

awakened by the alert newsgather.-- r and soon
, became excited listeners.

H "Father Duncan's dead and his police force will
Bjj go to pieces." waa tho way Thompson commencl

ji hla reasoning. "We must get off for Annetto at
HI once and get the pick of those claims Nothing
H can atop us now The Indians will be at sea, now
HI that their guardian Is no more, and we'll simply
HI stay In spite of them. This is tho last stampede,
HI so hurry along "

Bl Porter and Fletcher dressed rapidly and soon
Hi f Ine tbreo wrre carylng supplies from the cabin to aHi, smallsloopthatlayanchorednearsliore. Thomp
Hi son laboriously wmte a note to a friend informingH hlra of the chance to get a foothold on tho Island
BJI and tackrtl It on the door In an hour all waa
Kll ready and the sloop bore away under a fair vilnd
HIE I from the north.
HI ,' Tho hloop was put ashore on a sandy beach and
HI Ibe trio with a heavy pack on each pair of broad
HI shouldors starte.1 into tho hills In search of the
HI stakes they had dmen long before. Each man

II- t had a lolge picked out that Just suited him.
jfi r Fletcher ent around on the wctem shore whero
i an Immense copju-- r ledirn rroppnl through the

Hi foek It could for oer half a mile and
j Anally plungnl Into the sandy Iwach Its gron
I colorings, toned oil In rusty iron Mnlut. an 1 the

Hi m""' encouraging sort ol s.cle alls, smlUil at
HI him befnro noon H night lie bad new Hakes
Hi ' orlon and u etensio group properly
MIL Thompson km aittr gold lie did nut care to

HJK, "" 'or 'he smelting pro, ess that the basenoas of

HHkS ?,,!h',' '" oop,,-- , ledP nemnitated. The stamp
HhHM, "r"1 .oro M hU liking. He climbed the

BV 7HwrlBHHHMtM.:' ' '
Hv7BhhhhVhhVhhhhhhhhhhhVJ

height and followed a trail alone that aide oi the
Island which looked toward the mainland. He
had little trouble finding a marvelous ledge, stum-
bled on the year before white prospecting during
a storm when the Indian police were not looking
for trouble. He broke oft a piece of the glistening
white quartz and on the Inner side found traces
of gold free gold that could be saved with a
rocker If he hammered up the soft quartz, Hla
group was to be another Treadwell and he called
it the "Hope of Death." Young Porter also knew
of a fine ledge and waa In full possession before
nightfall.

In the meantime Thompson's letter on the door
of his Ketchikan cabin had fallen Into other hands.
The absence of the well known trio was noticed
and soon the news of Duncan's death was over
tho whole camp. Other sloops were hastily pro-

visioned and other parties started for Annette. A
steam launch from Juneau soon overtook them
for Capt Uonnlfleld had forgotten to keep Dun-
can's death secret Within twenty four hours
hundreds of miners were stampeding toward the
Indian Island. Such a stampede had never been
known bofore. Tito news spread as rapidly aa
though the Indiana themselves had telegraphed
it by signal Ores on the heights. The miners
scattered to all parta of tho Island and It waa not
long until an Indian hunter ran across them.
He made good time gettlne back to Father Dun-
can's house.

The Missionary had been elck but was now
feeling better than he had for week This sick-
ness had undoubtedly started tho story of his
death. News that his beloved island was again
Invaded roused him to Immediate energy and
all the police in the community were called In.
Ilecrults volunteered for the work of driving out
the miners and arms were freely distributed.

One by one the miners were rounded up and es-

corted to their boats and started for home. There
was no trouble once they were convinced that Fath-
er Duncan was still alive. They knew ho had
the law on his side and that he stood vigorously
for his rights.

Thompson laughed at the three policemen
who found him comfortable encamped on his
free gold ledge. Ho told them Father Duncan
was dead and with him passed away the Indians'
right to possesslonjof Annette. They Anally
convinced him that his "sure thing tip' had been
a bad one and much against his will compelled
him to leave. He went back to Ketchikan as
did the others and la probably there now waiting
for another excuse to stampede to Annette. !

Metlahkatlah is slightly out of tho track of
tourist steamers but it Is well worth a visit, Your
correspondent happened to be on a steamer that
took north a load of supplies for the Indian store
and waa enabled to pend the better part of tho
day In tlie town. 51 well as to hear from Father
Duncan's own lips tho story of his work among
the Indians.

From the ship deck one would never think that
the people moving busily about the well Improved
streets, were all Indians, 'and least of all, Indians
whose fathers had eaten human flesh. Tho town
Has back from a substantial wharf nearly half a
mile. The settlement Is pleasantly placed In a
little valley among tho hills and is surrounded
by a heavy forest Many well built houses shelter
the 1,200 Indian Inhabitants. The Aneat church
in all Alaska haa a prominent position. It is
undemoninatlonal and has tho unqualified sup-
port of the entire cotomunlty.

Several Industries all operated on the
plan give evidence of a prosperous condition.

A salmon cannery on tho beach turns out many
cases of flne Ash every season that And ready
sale in the East A sawmill Is operated by hy-
draulic power obtained from a mountain lake threo
miles away. About tho only successful brick

ard In Alaska is located on the outskirts of the
tillage. Restaurants, photograph galleries, bhoe
shops, general stores, music rooms, etc. are all
operated by Indiana. There is lacking only one
familiar feature of a city in tho states. There Is
not a saloon in Metlahkatlah. You cannot buy
a drink on tho island. Tho natives will not even
accept a treat

In a largo white house Father Duncan la wait
lng for the messenger that will call him home.
He expects death at any time and haa already
appointed hla successor. The name of the man
who will probably follow up Duncan's plana
has not yet been made known. It will probably
be an Indian and there are several In the settle-
ment who seem fltted for the task.

Father Duncan llkea to tell the story of tho won-
derful reformation of tho Port Simpson Indians.
Slightly condensed but atill In his own words
it follows- -

"Forty years ago as a lay member of tho Church
of England, Inspired by religious zeal, I estab-
lished a mission for the natives near Port Simp-
son, British. Columbia. I know nothing of their
longuago and only acquired It with tho utmost
difficulty. The natives wero considered the
mostworst of all tho tribes on tho coaat They
wero sadly In need of reformation. I secured
permission from the Dritish Government to have
protection from tho soldiers at Fort Simpson bo-

fore venturing among them.
"I did not have a full realization of the task

that was before men until I witnessed one of the
tribe's cannibal feasts. It waa in plain view
of the Fort, but we dared not Are a shot or even
enter a protest so poorly were we fortlfled and
so greatly did they outnumber us.

" Wter thoroughly mastering their language
I left tho fort and took up my abode with tho In-

dians I afterwards had tho pi oa sure of con-
verting one of the two men who figured proml
nently in the sacrifice After flvo years pre-
liminary work tho villago of Old Metlahkatlah
was established.

"The chief opposed my work and often I waa
sadly discouraged. I saw Anally that it waa
useless to try to accomplish anything unless
tribal relations could bo broken. Belief In witch-
craft waa fostered and filth and degradation en-
couraged as long as the Indians continued to
live In community houses. It was hard work
to Induce them to live in separate houses with
the family as a unit, but it waa finally accom-
plished.

"Old Metlahkatlah grew until 800 natives be-
longed to the prosperous, self supporting and
law abiding community. For twenty five years
tho settlement flourished. Then the British
G o ernment seeing a source of profit in our trade,
persecution began. Tho Indiana wore arrest-
ed and fined on the slightest pretext and were
taken to Victoria and Vancouver for triaL The
bishops of the Church of England also Insisted
on assuming and exercising an authority for
which the Indians wero not prepared. Another
source of trouble was tho whiskey smugglers
who for years plied a profitable trade between
Fort Simpson and Alaslcan ports. They ob-
jected to the prohibitory restraint exercised by
the Indians. At last llfo under the British flag
became unbearable.

"In 1887 I called a council of my people and
determined to locate on United States soil. A
committee selected Annette Island. From tho
United States Government I secured Jurisdic-
tion over it with the powers of a United States
marshaL

"Tho migration occurred in tho fall of that
year In a body 823 of my people packed their
personal belongings into canoes and paddled
up the coast to this beautiful spot We were
compelled to leave behind $50 000 worth of actual
property besides gardens and Improvements.
Here we cleared away tho forest and began llfo
anew On tho day of landing we tacked the
Stars and Stripes to a tall tree and held a Thanks-
giving service, God has allowed us to prosper
and will continue to do so "

Father Duncan refused to talk of tho lnva
slon of his island by the miners. He said that
the rights of tho Indiana Svould be protected
whether ho lived or died. He Is now preparing
to transfer the titles to tho Island and Improve-
ments to an Indian council

nu.it to put Anovxn a truxx.
The Ilnccsge Man Biferi That n Strap Ta

Firmer Than Anything Rlu,
"No good," said a baggage man, touching as

he spoke a rope thnt was tied around a trunk
standing In a railroad baggage room It was a
stout rope, and aeeurcdr tied so far as the knotwas concerned, but It did not bind on thetrunk and It would have been difficult. It not
lnipoible, to draw it closo without some
mechanical means to nolo. As It atood withtheropelooso about It. the trunk could have
been na easily broken by oareleas handling asthough there had been no rope around it atall.

"A atrap U tha only thing." the baggage manaid, "to nuf rr,.nd a tnik."
I

SHANTYTOWN AT ITS BEST.

TOTS ItEAT. aiustocjiact xoir XO DB
rOVXD XY BRONX JtOROVaU.

The Residence are or Snlxtantlal Bnlld,
and the People Who Occupy Them Iong
Ago Taunt the float Keeping Stage
Italian Parvenu. Kncroachlng On Them,

Shantytown, with lis goats, Its dusty streets
strewn with tomato cans, its melancholy lamp
posts, Its whizzing trolley cars and its diversified
and cosmopolitan life, appears to be a necessary
adjunct of every American city. Although the
shanties long ago disappeared from Manhattan
Island, the present city of New York would seem
to be especially favored in this way. There are
shant) towns and shantytowns, but the peculiar
settlement of suburbanites that fringes the Borough
of the Bronx and frequently merges Its Individu-
ality in that of the borough Itself, has a long and
honorable history, a picturesque manner of llfo
at the present time, and occupies an Important
and almost commanding position in the commun-
ity of which It forms a part

A large number of the shanties in question
the only ones Indeed, that are worthy of auy con-

sideration from an artistic and social point of
view -- date bacli many years. They go back
to that golden age In tho history of the borough
before the advantages of consolidation had been
dreamed of, when the lands north of the Harlem
river were divided into a few large estates and de-

voted to peaieful and sunny farms. It was dur-
ing this era that the most substantial shantyitcs
appeared on the scene, and, like many other Im-

portant American families their origin should not
be too' carefully Inquired into. A few Irreverent
and scandalous souls go as far as to say that
the urigtnal shantyites at tho beginning did not
possess eten a shanty that they could call their
own, and such unpleasant epithets as "squatters"
are sometimes applied to them by the envious.
It Ls said that their common method was to select
some advantageous plot of ground to which they
had no legal claim; pitch some temporary shanty
upon the samo and proceed to "squat "

If the rightful owner of the land objected to
this high handed and truly noble way of securing
a foothold, "the squatter would simply move out
of his Jurlsdit lion and occupy a position of
tantage elsewhere. His hope was that he could
sucieed In remaining ou the land long enough
to secure a legal title, and in the majority of iases
his ambition was gratified. In the meanwhile
it was a simple matter to sustain life aud earn a
penny beolde by cultivating a small piece of land,
and by tlie time the title, by virtue of a number
of vears' success! jl squatting, was necure, the small
landed proprietor was usually In a position to
build the family mansion, and to leave a lasting
memorial to his sons.

And time has dealt kindly with the little houses
of the old Bronx squatters, far more kindly than
with the more pretentious architecture of his
aristocratic compeers While the old farm houses
havo for the most part fallen Into detay and the
old families moved Into the city or entirely dis-
appeared, the old hquatters' houses remain In
their pristine qualntness, and the little gardens
in tho rear are still cultivated by their descend-
ants. The whole borough Is dotted with theso
shanties, a few of which bonier upon the public
highway, but a larger number of them arc re-

tired some distance bsck from the street aud
reached only by a winding footpath. Hardly
a hill or a knoll of ground but what N capped by
one of these diminultlie structures, shanties only
in the sense that they are seldom more than one
story high.

There Is nothing temporary or ramshackle In
their appearance, they are strong and substantial,
have withstood the rigors of a great many years
and will pTobably endure fur many years to come
But a few mako some pretense to ornamentation,
they are frequently surrounded by dainty piazzas,
shut in by green lattice work or greener vines.
On thr side of many there are little shady arbors
and gorgeous sunflowers and morning glories
are the rule. One of these little houses, on a now
frequented street is so hidden behind trees and
shrubbery as to be visible only to the keenest eye.
It is only one story high, with a small porch, sup-
ported by columns in the trne colonial style, and
long windows entering upon the pizza. Tho
whole appearance ls that of a neatly kept summer
house, but the white dimity curtains at the win-

dows and the small red chimney, to say nothing
of the market garden in the rear, reveal It as one
of the abiding places of an unusually aristocratic
shantylte, probably descended from a shanty
family of unusual substance and prestige.

It will be thus seen that shanty architecture ls
diversified, and that occasionally It makes some
pretence at elegance There Is, Indeed, hardly
any manner of house that will not find Itself re-

produced in little In the shanties of the Bronx.
There are shanties vtith gables and shanties with
flat roofs, shanties built partly of stone and partly
of wood: shanties that compensate for the fact
that they are only one story high by a "basement
kitchen " In a number of cases additions have
be-- n tacked on to the main house, never in the
way of an additional story, but in a reproduction
of the conventional box shapod structure in the
resr The surroundings of all these little housra
are for the most part cleanly and attractive. Few
of the old shanty families have sufficiently de-

graded themselves to keep a goat and the yards,
usually fenced off bv themselves and occasion-
ally shut off from the common herd by an cvct
green hedge, are freed from tin cans, ash piles
and general debris that are commonly regarded
elsewhere as tho Indispensable adjuncts of the
shanty life.

The descendants of the old settlers live In almost
precisely the same way as their forbears. They
usually havo large families, though their houses
are not overrun by ragged children they are in-

variably sent to the nearest school and grow up
to be decent and self respecting citizens. The
families are usually supported by n small sired
farm, or market garden, for th- - original f,quat
ters always staked off enough land to provide for
their own and their families, subsislance. Early
every morning the head of the family may be
found diligently working their little plots of land

a few potatoes, a number of tomato vines, a few
lettuce rows, an occasional radish bed. In the
summer two or three times a week they take tlie
choicest products of their Industry down town
and have no difficulty In disposing of it at the
large city markets for the fruits of the shanty
farms are at a pTemlura. A small amount they
save for themselves, and with this and the money
earned from tho rest they manage to get along
comfortably enough The true shantylte never
moves; and, indeed, there is no reason why he
should He is a man of frugal habits and philo-
sophical manner of life; he ls neter disturbed by
the fiercest blasts of the winter season, for he has
his little Franklin stove, and he can keep It cheer
fully blazing away, too, without daily resorting
to the charity associations, as is the custom with
many of his less fortunate neighbors.

During the past few years a number of these old
settlers have abandoned farming a lamentable
sign, which can only forebode their gradual de-

cline. A score or so have become flagmen on tho
railroad crossings, night watchmen In factories,
and, In a few especially mournful cases, they have
fallen so far away from the family traditions as to
become day laborers. It should be said In all
ustlce, however, that few have sunken to thLs

depth In the majority of cases the old Spartan
simplicity still prevails. These latter, however,
are frequently found among a race of upstarts
that have arisen in shanty town during tho past
few years, and taken upon themselves all the airs
of the original Retllers. There are a large number
of Immigrant families, chiefly Irish and Italian,
who have moved into tlie borough, set up in tho
shanty business on their own account and made
every pretence of being the real thing

But the shantyite Is born, not made; and these
latter day squatters may be easily distinguished
from those they basely imitate, whom they rraem
ble only in the most obvious externals A few
of them have been fortunate enough to discover
tho abandoned homes of a shanty family that has
fallen Into decay, or whose present representatives
havo been allured by the attractions of city life.
A still larger number have built shantlns of their
own, which they have distributed all over tlie bor
ougb, even in the residence and huMness part
and which can be detected at a glance. Theso
houses havo a decidedly modern appearance; a
cheap tenement air, and are distinguished by all
the accessories of modern tenement life. The
original white paint has to a lar;e extent disap
Deared, the little red chimney ls minus a number

it.

f bricks; the grass In the front yard has been com-

pletely worn by swarms of squalling chlldren,and
everything la a miserable travesty of the true re-

finement of the old shanty aristocracy. It la here
that wo And the goats chewing their cud In the
front yard -- frequently more than one; and an
occasional pig is not a rarity. Tho occupants
make no pretence to a rural life; the returns of tho
small shanty farm are too small and too uncertain
for them, they are for the most part laborers in the
streets, motor men, stevedores and the like. At
night they disturb the quiet rest o( the old shanty
families with their drunken orgies specially
in such places 0.1 Sprlnghurst which ls little more
than a collection of shanties, genuine and false,
or Belmont, of which tho less said the belter

The descendants of the old shanty families,
honevcr, endure It all in silence, and maintain an
attitude of Indifferent excluslteness towards theso
miserable paritnus 1'ven the fact that a number
of enterprising real estate dealers have caught
tho shanty idea and constructed rows of the little
tdruitures, which nro rented out monthly, npimrent-l-

does not disturb the m in the least They may
hold their heads a little higher when they pass
such evidences of shanty decadence as these, and
may be betrayed Into expressing thell disgust at
some unromantlc shantylte who has sold the rear
of bis domicile to some patent medicine concern
for advertising purposes -- but in the main they
view it all with aristocratic stolidity There are
a few who hate found their surroundings itksome
and hove muted Into the tenements of tho city or
tho bbrough Itself, but the pride of tho majority
stands In tho ay of such a change. They canuot
bear tho thoughts of abandoning the ancestral
homestead to such degenerates as they see about
them every day, and they havo always scorned
tenement house life, even of the better class, as
unfitted to their station.

For years they have como to regard themselves
as Immeasurably superior to their surroundings,
and It b a terrible experience to And themselves
elbowed out by plebeians who hate no apprecta
tion of tho dignity of shanty life. The change,
however, seems Inevitable, Tbo time must come
when the old shantyites must die, the young men
are altogether too likely to take the elevated train
to the great borough at the South, and in a decade
or so It seems likely that tho spurious shnnlyttea
will hate everything their own way, and that the
old settled families and their market gardens will
be merely a tradition.

3IILLIOXS TX .SKr.VK FARMING.

An Ofllclal of the Agricultural Department
Illustrates a Col. Seller's Scheme.

Wasihnuto.v, Sept 2 -- "There's money In
a skunk farm," said an official of the Agricultural
Department, "and skunk forming will some day
be a great lndustrj In this country. Thcre'a
a barrel of money In tho business, and yet the man
who suggested it was recorded as out of his head.
It does not take a prolonged and expensive inves-
tigation to demonstrate the truth of what I assert
It Is not necessarj to send n lot of special agents
from this department belter skelter over the count
ry to gather facts and figures. Not a bit All
that is necessarj is to get one of the old time fel-

lows who has spent his life on the farm and In the
woods, and who is a close observer of the habits
of "varmints" and he can give nil the information
needed.

"An old fellow of this kind can tell you when
the first skunk was discovered on the American
continent, how oft n they have young, how many,
how fast they grow, to what uge they live, and,
as I said, tell nil that is needed. From such in-

formation us this it Is easy to figure out the facts
you wish Coming from surh a source there oan
be no doubt of Us accuracy

"rthUo there nro no oflicial statistics on record
it Is known that skunks the merlcan skunk
will begin breeding at one ear old They breed
twice each enr. ond havo litters of from Ave to
thirteen, an average of right to a litter It is said
that skunks can live on as Utile as any known
animal, so there is little expense In raising them.
They are of a different disposition to the coon,
squirrel and many other small animals, in that
they cannot be tamed, ond I do not suppose that
m&uy people would care to have one as a pet

'There are two distinct species of the American
skunk- - the Jet black and the black and white
striped. The latter ls regarded as one of tho most
beautiful creatures of the animal kingdom. Its
pelt Is lilghly prized as it makes the prettiest
of muffs, wraps and neck boas. The Jet black
pelt ls also highly prized, but Is not so valuable
as the black and white striped Tho pelt of the
latter can alwajs be sold for one dollar. The oil
from the skunk Is worth fifty cents an ounce,
and is used in sev ere cases of croup colds and kind
red dLseas-- s The oil does not have the unpleasant
aroma of the skunk

"Now, it has been Agured out that a man who
understands skunk farming can begin on twenty
skunks -- Afteen females and five malea --and in a
very few years will have a large and healthy bank,
account It is easy to calculate how rapidly theso
twenty skunks will Increase in number. If you
begin operations on the farm In the early fall the
skunks will breed In Decesiber Right from the
Jump, estimating tho Increase at the rats of eight
to the litter, you have on increase of 120 skunks.
1ell, In June they breed again and at the samo
ratio of Increase at tho expiration of one and one-ha- lf

j ears you will have 7,495 skunks. In four
years, without mishap, your skunks will have In-

creased to 3,780,000
"This is a good big drove of Rkunks, and if the

pelts are worth $1 each, tho pelts of 200 male skunk
would bring in open market J200, and the oil at
50 cents on ounce would be worth $800 Then
figuring as we did on the increase of skunks, at
the expiration of one and one-ha- lf years, you
could kill 3,700 male skunks, tho pelts of which
would lie worth Just as many dollars as skunks
killed. The amount of oil gathered from this
number of skunks would amount to 20,000 ounces,
worth Just $14,800 At the expiration of four
years you would have killed 1,800,000 male skunks
the pelts of which would be worth 81,880,000, and
the oil 15,120,000 ounces S7,50,000, and you
would still haTO 3,700,000 skunks left to continue
business with

"These Agures are not at all extravagant, and it
will not bo long before some of our enterprising
citizens will bo embarking In the skunk faming
business. I do not know of anything which will
produce money faater than this, and the beauty of
It is that it takes only a small sum to begin with.
It discounts Taistng Ave cent cotton or any other
agricultural pursuit that I know of.

A rABIS EXPOSITION' XOTELTT.

The Imitation Ocean Voynge VfTitch May
be Tnken on the Ground..

Possibly the most striking of the mnny nov-
elties which will be offorod to the visitors at
the coming Paris Exposition will be the
"Mareoramn." as It la called. This la a great
mock ocean ateamer. It la arranged precisely
like one of the transatlantic vessels, has n
crew and captain, and even the motion of a
ship speeding through the waves. It (loos not
move from the spot on which it Uereoted. but
to those on board tho illusion promises to be
perfect. Ths passengers nre supooeed to bo
on njournoy from Marseilles to Constantino-
ple, nnd as the last bell sounds" all ashore" the
harbor of Marseilles aeems to rtcoda from
tho vision, the vesael passes out to sea, and nil
of the scenery of tho coast passes In review

This la done by a large number of paintings
which unroll In panorama fashion, and are so
realistic thnt the observers. If not over critical,
mny really Imagine that they are taking the
sail. The vessel rockB nnd throbs as If It were
really on tho orean. and till Is brought about
by the machinery which gives the vessel th
required motion. Meals nro served, and It you
am not careful you will And your soup In your
lap. Genuine seasickness will be the portion
of all predisposed to that ailment, and It will
bo almost as If tho nctual voyage were taken,
except that It will Inst but a short time. Tho
coast of Alclors. Tunis, and much of tha

Sea w 111 pass before the eyes of tho
'

passengers, and at last, the Goldsn Ham,
tho port of Constantinople will be entered.
The painting of the panorama has been
entrusted to Hugo il'Alexls. a graphic artist
who has iloplcted the scenes In nil their natural
beauty It will ben cheap and speedy method
of making the journey, not to mention the
novelty of experiencing all of the pleasures
and some of the qualms ol a long sea voyage,
without the 1iast dancer of shipwreck.

FATE OF THE PRIZE HOG.

BED rSPPSn, ItATTLESNAKB AND
yiTno-aiiiCERiN- B undid uiu.

Hank Dunham's Invention For Inducing
the Haulers to Commit hulclde F.nded
the Snake-Klllln- c Hog's Career Ills
Owner Hays Hank Meant To Do It,

I1LOOWNO GnoVE, Pa, Aug. 25 "Del Haw-
kins thought the world of that hog," said Deacon
Ells. "Kill snakes' That hog was like a Chris-
tian regarding snakes. He killed them morning,
noon and night 'There ain't a snake In Pike
County that hog Is afraid to tackle,' Del was tell-lu-

me only last week. But tho last snake Del 'a
hog tried to eat waa full of e and

.red pepper and tlie combination of rattler, red
pepper and was too much, even
for the prlzo hog.

"'He died doln' his duty,' Del says to me with
tears In his eyes, 'and, If I could And his scattered
remains I would put a slono over them with that
inscription.' But nothing but a drag net through
Pike and the surrounding counties can ev er gather
together what Is mortal of that noble animal.
Del says It was nil a put-u- Job on tlie part of
Hank Dunham, and allows he will All Hank full
of buckshot w hen he sees him, but I says to Del,

"'It's tho Anger of Providence did this, Del.
Don't Inlerfero or something worse may happen,'

"'Finger of Providence, nothing" says Del
being n profane man, and a backslider, 'it was
Hank Dunham's new fangicd way of killing
rattlera Besides, vrhet worse can happen to
hog or man than rattler, red pepper and nitro-
glycerine"

"You see, the summer being dry folks about
here had been greatly bothered by rattlers. Hank
Dunham was a great one for chasing nnd killing
them ond was always thinking of ways and means
for decreasing the visible supply of rattlers In
Pike County But try as Dunham would Del's
hog hcl 1 the record, and Del thinks that Hank
being Jealous of the hog, and knowing its fond-
ness for rattlers laid n trap for the noble animal
I say, 'fate and the Anger of Provlclenre,' but Del
sas, 'Jealousy, and red pepper ond nitrogly-
cerine and rattlesnake '

"Honk Dunham was blowing up stumps on his
farm this sprlug and using nltroglccrine for
that purpose. One day he carried out some in
a little pall nnd, finding ho had forgotten some-
thing, put the nltrii pl.v cerino down by a stump
being a careless, heedless sort of n man and
went back to tho house. When he got back to
the stump the pail was there, but all tho nltro-g- lj

cerino vi as gone,
'"Banged queer,' nays nank. 'Why in thunder

should anyone steal the glj cerino and leave the
pall"

'Then he looked round n nd about one hundred
feet nwav ho saw tbreo or four big rattlers lying
on the ground and sunning themselves as if they
had Just eaten a big meal Hank didn't connect
tho millers with the loss of his nltro glycerine,
but picking up a roc k he threw It at the snakes
It hit one of the biggest square on the bock. Then
thcro was an expluslon and the air was full of
of rattlesnake meat, and fangs and rattles.

" 'Holy biillflshes.' sajs Hank, 'them rattlers
ls what stole my gljcerlne.'

"That set Hank to wouderlng if he couldn't use
the nitroglycerine to kill off the rattlers, who
mm getting to be n pesky nuisnuce on his place.
When supper time came Hank was sort of ponder
lng over the problem of (ho snakes and the nltro-1- 1

cerlne, and, without thinking what ho was
doing he put a lot of red pepper on some cabbage
ho was eating

" ' Hoi) Jumping bullfishes, ' be shoutedspring-ln- g

for the water pall, 'my w hole insidrs is on fire '

"When Hank got sort of cooled off inside he
had an idea.

" 'Supposing red pepper makes me Jump about
like that, what will be Its effect on a big rattler,
who can t get at n water pail right off' And
supposing that rattler is filled to tho brim with
nitroglycerine, what is going to be tho effect
of his thrashing about in that fashion'"

"Wfll, a man don't need to have what Judge
Means calls a 'mammoth think tank' to know
that If a rattler loaded to tho limit with nltro glycer-
ine tries to dance tho hornpipe there is going to
be one less rattler. So Hank, after pondering on
the way to put his discovery In working order,
finally made a lot of little capsules and Ailed
them with red pepper. Then ho mixed the cap-
sules up with the nitro glycerine.

"' snake swallows its food whole,' says nank
to his wife, 'nnd when his digestive organs prt to
working on thnt red pepper there is going to be
one mighty snrpris-- d but It won't be a
marker to th- - surprise party he will get if he goes
pounding around with all that nltro glycerine in
him.'

' The next day Hank set out some nltro glycerine
with pepper capsules In it in a place where rattlers
were frequent Nitro glj cerlne has a sweet taste,
and a sort of sicklsh, sweet smell, and It wasn't
but a few mlnutcH before Hank, who was hiding
behind some bushes, saw a big rattler mosy up
to where tho glycerine was, poko his nose into It,
and gulp down tho whole dose Then Air Hattler
went to a sunny spot, stretched himself out, nnd
began to dozo after the manner of a sunke who has
done his duty, eot-- n oil ho can hold and Is now
nady for a good solid snoo- - In about five
minutes the snake lifted up his head, like a person
who hasn't been sle-pi- Just comfortable. Then
ho glanced around, ond Hank sas you could
see a look of pained surprise on that snake's coun
tenonce. In another minuto tho snake began to
squirm, a.s if he had eaten Nomethinf- - that didn't
quite agree with him. Then as the red popper got
in its Ane work, the rattler began to thrash around
like a man with tlie colic Then he Jumped into tho
air and pretty soon in his jurapings ho hit his
stomach against 0 stone. That gave tho nltro ,
glycerine in him ft Jar, there was an explosion,
and one big rattler hsil Joined the great majority
as the parson says.

"Honk Dunhan was the proudest and Joyfullest
man In Pike County, when he saw tho success of
his experiment

"'Tall, about your he sajs to his
wife when he came home that night T am the
prize pumpkin of the lot Future generations
will take their hata off at the name of Mr. Henry
Dunham, the man who discovered the way to
clean the country of rattlesnakes. People that
want rattlera had better be getting in a supply,
for they win bo ncarce. White blackblrda ore
going to be common compared with Pike County
rattlers after my idea gets In its Ane work.'

"The next three days Hank spent in mixing
nitroglycerine and red pepper pellets and laying
traps for the rattlers. And there's no denying
hu scheme wac a success. About every ten
mlnutcfl you could hear a muffled explosion on
Hank's farm. That waa a dgn that Rome be-
nighted rattler had been tasting Hank's 'medl
cine' ond had pasocd in his checks. Ily the ena
of the week moat of tho rattlers on Honk's place
had blown thomselves up. Then Hank came
over to the store. There ho met DeL Del was
boosting about tbo number ot rattlers his prlzo
hog had killed. Hank listened scornful like,
ond Anally broke In;

"It's Intellect, not trained hogs,' says he sort
of sarcastically, 'that decides tho destiny
of a country Trained hogs and their owners
were all right for uncivilized times, but what
Pike County needs Is nineteenth century
inventions and men who can use them. That
well meaning, lrut Ignorant animal of yours waa
all right in Its time, but tho day of trained hogs
is gone by '

"Mad? 'Why Del moot had a At, when he
beard Dank talk about his prize hog In that way.
For years Del had taken an honent prido in that
hog and the way it could kill rattlera , and he
looked at it as one of the family and a mighty
Important member, too.

"Joat because some reptilo
committed suicide at finding himself on your
farm. Hank Dunham,' Del says in his moot cut-
ting way 'You think you are the boas snako
killer in Pike County But I'll bet you a good
bear skin against a barrel of dder that my hog-ca-

get rid of more snakes in on hour than all
your Inventions can In a dav

"'I'll tako that bet," says Hank, and they agreed
to go n7er to Hank s place tho next day and set
tie the matter The next morning Del and his
prize hog and a whole slew of the neighbors came
over to Hank's farm, nank met them and says:

"'Just killed two big rattlera Start that pet

I

t yours to work, DeL Snakes la getting scarce
and he'll be a long time getting one.'

"Dumbed easy to say you'vo killed two or
twenty-tw- o ralllero.' growled DeL '1 don't see
any signs of dead snakes, though. When my
hog kills one you ran see him do It' Then Del
made a sort of whirring sound, like the rattle of
a snake, and that hog began to root around ond
poke Into the bushes looking for a rattler.

"Here waa where the tragedy came In. Del
says It was a put up Job on the part of Honk to
kill the hog which hod been the pride and Joy of

the Hawkins family, and Hank no) 3 It was a fool
hog and ought to hove known enough to let alone
a rattlesnake that had been dieting on red pepper
nnd nltro gljcerrne However that may be,
the prize hog sighted a rattler which was lying
stretched out In the sun lazy and romlortable,
evidently after eating o big meal of something
It thoroughly cujoyed Mr Hog started after
the rattler, but before he could reach the nnako It

began to twist and thrash around. It didn't
seem afraid of the hog, or to try to run away,
but acted like a snake which had such serious
troubles of Its own that It wasn't Interested In the
movements, even of a prlro hog This seemed
queer and all of a sudden Hank calls out:

"'Say Del, stop that hog of yours. I'll bet
that rattler has Just been eating .'

"Del thought this was Just a trick ol Hank's
to call off tho bog and prevent him from killing
the snake, and he answered back, scornful like

"'Yes, call off the hog. Don't let him eat the
poor snake, or Hank will lose his bet,' and he
grinned like a man who thinks he has said some-

thing mighty funny,
"It was all over In a .moment The prize hog

planted his front feet square on the head and neck
of the rattler, lookei) proudly around, aa If he knew
he was doing his duty, and then took a good big
bite of the e loaded storooch of tho
snake Then them was an explosion, nnd a stead y
rain of pieces of prize hog all ov cr that part of the
country,

"'The proud ond happy look that animal gave
me Just before he ported company with the top
of his bead will go with me to the end of my life,'
ssyN Del, telling the details of the tragedy, 'and
I will get even with that reptile of a Hank Dunham
for murdering the pride of the Hawkins family, If
it take me all my born days. It's my belief he
loaded that rattler and left It where my faithful
animal would find it and die In the pursuit of his
duty '

"But Hank only laughs and says a hog that
don't know any better thnn to try and make a
meal off red pepper, rattle snake, and e

was sure to come to an untimely end "

TUB 1TBLLMAN EXPEDITION.

Further Evidence thnt Tranr Jo.ef T.nnd Is
Not n friHiil.Ing Itoutn to the Pole.

The expedition lod to Frnnz Josef Land, last
year, by Mr. Wnlter Wellman, of Chicago, has
returned to England, and the story It tells
gives a fair Idea of the work It has done and
the mishaps which resulted in Its prematura
retreat. It left behind the Italian expedition
of the Duke of tho Abruzzl which it met ns the
Duko was enteringthe southern confines of the
archipelago. Tho Duke saw his expected rival
In tho race for tho pole turning homeward from
tho starting point, and he will therefore hare a
walk-ov- to the pole. If he can get there, which
Is extremely doubtful,

Mr. Jackson, in his rscent three years' work,
dlscnv erod that Franz Josef Land Is merely an
archipelago of comparatively small Islands,
affording no continuous coast line along which
sledging parties might make their way toward
the pole. He also discovered that strong cur-
rents In the channels among the islands tend
to keep the Ice rather thin nnd dangerous, for
sledging parties, and that Arctlo work In this
region Is. on the whole, about the severest
test of human endurance that explorers have
experienced. Those facts convinced nearly all
the Arctic experts that Franz Josef Land Is
about the worst base forfurtherassaultson the
pole that could be selected, and they had little
faith that Wellman wonld succeed In making
a far northing. Tho event has justified their
skepticism, for he found tho most miserable
oonditlons for sledging, and Anally fell into a
enow-covere- d crevasse with results so serious
that he was compelled to return.

It ls not often that explorors are engulfed In
theso pitfalls, numerous as they are and fre-
quently hidden under the snow, but Wellman
is cot the first to suffer from thorn In Franz
Josef Land. While crossing Mlddendorf
Glacier In Crown Prince Kudolf Land in 1874
Payer's sledge, clogs and comrade fell
thirty feet Into a crevu.se. Payer was dragged
In his slodgs harness to the edge of the open-
ing, but managed to free himself In the nick of
time. The only chance to rescue Zanlnovlch
nnd the dogs was to secure the help of a party
whom Payer had left six miles behind. To ex-

pedite his movements the explorsr threw off
his outer garments and ran In his stocklngfoet
through the deep snow, covering the six miles
In an hour; and in four hours and a half after
the accident the man, dogs nnd sled were pullod
out ot the hole, fortunately not much the worse
for their tumble,

Wellman established his winter quarters, on
July 30. last year, nt Cape TegethotT. th
southern terminus of Hall Island and a little
north of the 80th parallel. At this point ho
was on the south edge of the archipelago and
near tho entrance to Austria Sound, up which
he proposed to nBcend. From this winter camp
ho sent Mr. Baldwin, the meteorologist of the
second Peary expedition to northwest Green-
land, north with Norwegians and an equlpmenr
and they established an outpost at Cape Heller
on the west const of Wllczek Land about 80
45 north. Here two volunteers, Ventsen and
Iljoerrlg, who had been members of the Nan-se- n

expedition, were left for the winter ond
Wellman with n party expectoJ to join
them, but was prerented from doing so
by tho treacherous Ice and almost
incessant fog that prevailed until tho
Arctic night set In. Ventzen died in Decem-
ber and his comrado lived alone In tho Arctic
night till Wellman with a sledging party
joined him late In the wlntsr. Starting
on Feb. 18, bofore the sun's return, he was
fight days making this j'oamey, which ls note-
worthy from the fact that it was the earliest
sledging journey on record torso high a lati-
tude. He made this early start north In order
to see how his outpost was faring and also to
Insure tho best possible advance to the north
during the slodglng season. He went on from
Cope Hier with slodges. and by Marolt
20 had reached 82' north on the sea ast of
Crown Trince Hudol! Island.

It was here that he foil into a crevasse and so
severely injured ffls right log that It was
necessary, after two days further offort to get
North, tofacoaboutand make for headquarters.
Tbe travelling was terrible owing to floating
ics fields and open crevasses

Bsforethe arrival of tho ship that took him
home his party was able to make some original
geographical researches and the expedition
was by no means barren of results. All histrave was done in the eastern part of themuch ot which hail not beenJaoksonln his threo yosrs'work didnot touch any part of the region In which Well,manssledgo expeditions were made, and thecharts of the American explorer may go farto complete the maoplng of this group of
f,ACs!2id!nir.i!0 I'TJ"1 '" rw"ip extends

o1"!4 tn?.n h,. hitherto beenknown In April last Mr Baldwin anil fourNorwegians went across ths Ice to Wllcrol-Land- ,
charted the unexp'ored essteoa.tof ltand found a bow Island covered with le.almost as largo as Wllczok Land nndextend-'wf,- a
,ut IriP seographleal miles to the enst ot"llczek They named It Graham Dell Land,after the president of the National Geographl-o- lSociety. This Island extends the southpart of the archipelago a considerable dlstancoto the east

The highest north among the islands maystill remain with Payer. th first explorer
!Hre pwh0,' ,n A,Pri1' 'f- - reached
fnp--

1 Fl'.?" onu c,"7Tn l'ririce, Hudolf
H2.0. north Wellman, however, snvshis turning point was twenty-fiv- e mllos north-west of the rreedpn islands, nnd he moyluvo

reached Payer's latitude or a little surpassed
drifted to the north ot tho group. Wellman

ii.?rkiB.bolv' "'"ily-llv- o miles northeastof th little island where Nnnsen and nls com-rad- epant the winter, Nnnsen llrst landed 011niieof thorroeden Islands, nnd WHImnu saysthat ho photographed three Inlands nnd somelarge land to the north that woro seen nolthorbj'Payer nor Nansen Ho also reports Paer'sDove Glacier;' north of Wllczek Land as
but thisi fact had already been madeknown by Nansen who said that lie found onlywater wberu Pyer had marked land ond thUglacier.
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FLOUR GOLD OF INDIANA.

831ALT, QUANTITIES TAKEN OUT Or
THE CREEK OF IIROUN COVNTT.

Primitive Method. In Use Hy the Fnrmers 0
One Iiiillnnapolls Jeweler Tnkes Nearly
The Whole Output-Nativ- es I.nnil Tonr .

Hut Untie On Because of the flnlil 1'cren Qr

lNDIANAl'ous, Ind, Sept 1 TMrty mile
from Indlanaolla, os tho crow flies, Is a county
almost os unknown to tho rest of the State na
Thibet Is to the civilized world Jogged ond
rough with hills, whoso poor soil offers n scanty
subsistence to Its struggling handful of people,
this county has never heard tho shriek of n loco-

motive's whistle, and though for more than fifty
years gold has been found there, yet It has never
known a mlr--- J- camp of more than threo tents.
Last week the whole State was Interested In the
announcement that tbo Indianapolis & Southern
Hnllroad was to build Its linn through the heart of
this Isolated country The officials speak in no
saiigulno terms of what they expect to haul out
of Brown county, although they refer hopefully
to tho hardwood timber of the rocky hills.

But It Is its gold which hasglven Brown county
Its grentest claim to prominence Prof John
Collctt, ono ot the most learned ot tho Indiana
geologists, who died recently, once said there was
enough gold In this county to pay the entire na-

tional debt grimly adding that every dollar's
worth of gold taken out of the county would re-

quire the expenditure ot another dollar, and that "

ls what tho hundreds, even thousands, of men
who havo ventured to pan the creeks of Brown
county In the last half century have found out
Yet each summer finds the hopeful gold scekeni
at work on the black sandbars.

Thjs summer the activity was renewed with
greater zest than ever before, and tho prospectors
ore also drilling up Into Morgan county, where
the finds ore better and the slgas more favorable.
It ls not so uncommon to hear of men making M
a day panning for the minute yellow flakes. Noth-

ing more progressive In mining machinery than
the old fashioned rocker and the rough sluice-bo- x

has ever been utilized Indeed, there is little
opportunity to make tiseot more extensive appli-

ances for, while every rain brings down gold
from tbe hillsides, no one has yet been able to
And the quartz whose disintegration Ls supposed
to release the precious particles. It is all very
line, this flour gold, ond equal In quality and
color to the best metal of the West African coast
No borings havo been made, and the source of tbe
gold is a mystery even to those geologists who
maintain that It came down from the North with
the glacial drift When attention can be diverted
from tbe miserable garden patches, the farmers
toko a turn ou tbe creeks and make for themselves
profits ranging from 75 cents to $3 a day, every
man having a gold mine in bis barnyard. The
scarcity of the flow of water operates against
larger profits. Trom Centerton, Morgan county,
a few miles over the Brown county line, many
phials of tbe Aour gold have come this month,
most of it reaching Indianapolis, where It Is handled
by one Jeweler who has great faith In the ultimate
gold output of the two counties. Many articles
of Jewelry worn in this city are made of gold of
tho Hoosler State, and tbe Brown county gold
has been o favorite In tho emblem rings worn by
local Scottish Rite Masons.

Tho Morgan county are urach
the same type of people as found In Brown county,
rough, rugged and with a dialect not Hoosler but
peculiar to themselves. Some of them have ac-

quired large farms and thus hare become land
poor, for the ground ls f little vahie for crops,
except where the wild blackberry occasionally
grows. Tho State Board of Tax Commissioners
last week assessed tho county at an arerags of
$0 20 an acre, yet when a stranger appears aong
one of these g creeks and oaks a farmer
to put a price on his land, the value Immediately
Jumps to SoO an acre, only to take a mighty tum-
ble when the stranger lea-re- s on the morrow. The
fluctuations of prices on Brown county land are
greater than those in any wheat pit, and. seldom
is a farm sold.

Ths sluice-bo- x used by the farmers In
getting the gold out of the creeks ls about flva
feet long. At Intervals on the bottom of tho box
are boards a tew Inches high. Tnablaclcaand and
plenty of water are poured Into ono end of tho box
and the particles of gold heavy enough to sink
And resting places between the Intercepting boards
But much of the gold is so Ane that it floats on the
surface of the water, and the "miners" nse a simple
method to catch It A blanket lslaidorerthe open
top of the box and is allowed to rest on the water
flowing through. Tho minute grains of gold
catch on the rough blanket and are thus arrested
to help pay tho winter expenses of tho r.

The blanket Is taken to the farm-
house and placed in a warm room. It soon dnes
out and ls then shaken and beaten over paper
spread on the floor until all tho particles of gold
have left tlie fabric and are ready to be carefully
gathered and poured into a phial with the heavier
grains.

The Indianapolis Jeweler spoken of above, has
a scheme by which, he Aguros, twenty times os
much gold can be token out ot the creeks In a '
day as is being taken out by the small sluice box. ,.
He proposes to construct a trough 150 feet lonfc
after the pattern of the crude sluice box, and by j
the use of a pump force the black sand and water '
of the creek into the trough by the barrel fulL II
estimates that with a capital of $1,000 for Arst ex-
penses a proAtable gold gathering plant can ba
established on Gold creek, in Morgan County.

In the Brown County recessca are queer char-
acters. One of them, Henry Blivena, an. argonaut
of '49, lives a lonely life in hla cabin up In the
hills. That he washes for gold everyone Imows,
though no one haa any definite information aa to
what BUvens has made. One can hear reports
that he haa discovered "the lode" and that ho ia
taking out gold secretly and in small quantities
and spiriting it away to some city, A mysterious
trip he made to Chicago set tlie farmers to specu-
lating, and tho fact that Blevins admitted ho
had sold tlOO worth of the flakes only magnified
the belief in his hidden wealth. It is said Blivena
has found several nuggets, something rare for
Brown County, although some as high as 535 in
value have been picked up in years passed. Most
of the nuggets, however, have been no larger than J

a grain of wheat The first find of nuggets waa on I
Bean Blossom Creek, which for many years gave
Its namo to Brown County gold. Tradition has
it, and thcre'a little else of history in Brown County
except tradition, that large finds were made by th
natives before the war.

Another quaint goldseeker ls "Old Man" Merri-ma-

Hla farm consists of 1,000 acres of barren
land He spends most of his time along Gold
Creek, a small tin pan in hand, industriously
washing out tlie black sand. On his trips ho car-

ries n bag of brown sugar, and his few acquaint-
ances say he lives on sugar alone w hen he is seek-
ing gold He is content to lie down at night al tho
side ot a log and sleep until the sun calls him to
the creek again Four times a year he comes to 'I
Indianapolis with a bottle of flour gold, sells It and
returns to his monotonous exlstenc e on Gold Creek.

A few eors ago an old California prospsctor,
buffeted about for a quarter of a century and un-

successful thought he could solve the problem in
Brown County, nnd arriving there he surprised
tbe natives bv constructing a rocker. The natives
wondered why they had not Invented tho same
device. It cost him about $1 to build one of these,
ond the farmers for miles about liegan construct- -
ingrockera The old prospector bided his time and
then went around demanding a royalty of 817 on
every rocker, salng he was the inventor ond
patentee, A ear later some chop from the city
strolled In and told the people there was no more
pateut on a mining rocker than on a plain broom
handle. A quiet meeting of farmers waa called,
and between sunrise and sundown of the next day
the old prospector left Brown County for good.

Mt. Washington's Summer Hnow Cap,
Voi ( llollon Tranieript.

"On tho first day of August the snowbank oa
Xtt Washington, near the head of Tuckerman'
ravine, was plainly vLsible from our home, about
thirty miles distant os the crow flics, without glass-
es. We have been watching it every clear day,
and were surprlwd to see how slow I) it has melted.
The mountains hav c been obsc ured since Tuesday
until this morning (Aug fi). ond we ran Just see a
mnall patch of snow, which will doubtless vanish
In a day ur two I have no data to show how long
the enow has remulned there In previous years,
but It smii to us quite remarkable that it should
last so long, exposed os it has been to the sun w. '
rain." ,V
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