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FATHER DUNCAN ON GUARD.

ENTIOUS MINERR CANNOT OET A FOOT-
HOLD ON ANNETTE ISLAND,

The Misslonary Holds 1t For His Reclalmed
Indians - His Model Indlan Town—MHow
a Report of His Death Startad a Rtampeds
to the Island - Rich Gold Onterops Thera,

BraTrin, Wash, Aug, 0 “Seems o mo
wo otiwht ot ba protty naar that Ketchikan wharf,
remarkesd Captain James Donifield of the Alaskan
packet Humboldt to the pilot, George, belter
knnwn as “Sinbad” along tha southenatarn Alask-
an mhare,

“Strange we can't make out no lght,* waa the
reply, “and 11 boata me what that floating thing
was we nearly ran down s minuts agn. It lnoked
like & houss but wheras could I8 have come from™

Ths night wan a fogry one, Iata in July, and
A drizsling tain was falling  Capt BPonifleld
and hin pllot were pacing tha wet hridge trying
to got thalr baarings In the narrow channel that
passen Ketchikan Tha Humbaldi was to have
landed at tha littls Alask canning station but
her aldppar conld not Aind the whart,

“Hella theral W hat steamer's that®

The cry camn up from tha port baw with & aud-
denneas that startled ths akipper into hils favorite
exclamation- “Well T'll ba hlawad!” Ona of tha
miners from the litUs sattlement had been rotsed
by the sieamer'n whistle and was out In his canpe
1o gel the nowa

*Thia s the Humboldt from Seattls,” roplisd
tha captain, “and I've been trylng for an hour
10 lncats thas shack you people call o wharf.®

*Thare alnt no more wharf,” was the Infarmation
that drifted up from the canss through the for.
Laantwine not alnee the ALKl called hern yea
terday. 3hes knocked the whole businems off ita
plns and ita floaung down the channel now, You'd
bottar bet we'll min the company for it though
What's the newa?"

“Father Duncan’n dead,” sald the captain and
be patwsed for the outhreak that he knew would
follow the talling of the most Important hit of
infarmation that Ketchikan had heard in montiha
Thers waa sllence In the boat for & full moment
while the Alankan managed 1o think out the
situation, The newn of the death of thia good
prieet wan welcame ta him. It meant many things
—at leat a chance for a fortiune.

"Whatt When did he die” Whare did you
hoar 187 Ita tan good to be truel  Are you mure
tare I no mislake™

Capt. Nonifeld explainad how tha United Statea
trossury agent in chargn of the custom house
ot Mary Island had told him of Fatlier Duncan'sa
doath a few houra before.  Tha ctistoms man said
be had learned it from the Indians

“Don’t mention this at Juneau, Captain, and
11 wtake you a claim that will glye you the ‘rockn’
to buy & flset like the Humbollt  Say, you've
made my fortune. Haven't times to come ashoro
loradrink, L smppose” and the man with the canos
paddled slowly off W abore while the Humboldi pro.
cooded toward the northarn terminal of her voyagn
Since the AlLKI had knocked the whar! dawn
alie cortalnly wonld have to pass by Ketohikan,

Thala Ia how Harvey Thompson got the start
in the lateat stampeds to Annette Ialand.  How
e came ot in the rest of the storr,

That the death of a poar old prieat of the Church
of Eogland ahould causs such joy to the usually
good-heartad Alaskan miner may need some ex
vlanation to those unacquaintsd with Father
Nunean, one of the moal prominent characters
n Alaaka William Duncan is the most sticeass
fol missionary that aver operated In tha north
Ho haa In forty years' contnuous work trans.
formed the greatsr portion of the farce, cannibal
ietia tribe of Port Simpson, HAritish Columbia,
illsns into matisfactory citizens of the United
lintss.  The Government has given him the uas
1 Aunstle island for his reclalmed savages and
tha maodsl Indian town of the world has been built
up ad New Meillahkatlah

Annette Island is as unprep ing an any
of its aize along the southeasern coast of Alaska
It ls rougher than mont of the others and, with
e excoption of & mmall lon of the northeast-
orn end, ls unsultable for habliation. As if to
make up for the crude way In which the southern
portion of the laland was Anialied off naturs seemas
‘0 have ribbod it with countems velns of quarts
Many of the other islands have quariz Indges,
bul nowhere does the rock seem to be as rich aa
on Aunetie

Time and again have prospscting parties landed
on the southeen and only 1o be discaversd after a
iew days work by mome of Father Duncan's
Indian pollcemen and wompily deiven off,  The
fow dayw' work done befura discovery always
ecamad 1o develop some good ore finda This anly
neroased the desira of the minets to returi. They
say that Father Thuncan ks acting like n dog in the
2anger. His Indians do not mine, and as yet
ho has laken no steps 10 teach them, 1t s trus
the mloem would uss some Umiber and that tha
ccanty henl of deer that tow runs on the lower
part of the Island might be driven away, but they
are willing to pay n hunideed [0ld for the privilegs
of getting at Anneite's treasure store  Hun
dendn of datms have beon Iocatsd at one time and
wnother by sneaking ashore at night and working
under cover.  The loentions could not be recorded
and extnsive work was always stopped by the
police, who were it slow o use foree

Washington Congressmen anil Setiators recelve
‘ong peutions every yoar askipg that Annetts be
ihrown open o mineral acitloent  Names for
shil petition are not hardio get, as thern s scarealy
s man on the southeamtern Alaska shors but has
ame or more claims staked out on the Indian isand
Lant year a fund wan raised 1o send a ropresenta-
tiwe o Washington, I. (%, o lobhy a bill through
e might have sucoeeded hud not war measires
Jemanded so much attention from the law makera

While working away on less raluable ladges
o surrounding islands the miners are kooping
& wrather eye on Anneite, and the slightest pro-
text In enough 1o sond them stampeditge in that
diroction.  Fatber Dunean 5 old and feeble, and
hs death has boen loked for at any time  The
miners, il not actually boping for it Lare been
walting for 11, and this was the reason Thompson
was #o olaied at what he learned from the Hum.
boldt on the ralny July night  1ie had been put
off the laland more tmen than any other miner In
ihe country. On his halry breast. when his blus
fannal shirt was pullsd away. a crimson mark
showed where an Indian policeman’s rifle bullet
bad once siruck when he refused to mowe on.
Thompson nearly died from the wound, but his
desdre to work out the rich gold lesdgen on Annelie
wtill lived 1% even ssemed 1o take new steength
aloog with his hatred for Father Duncan and his
Indlana, althongh the latter had nursed him well
after hia bruah with the policeman

Thompson rowed adowls to shiore, tled up the
canod, and climbed the Hitle hill to the cablin which
he oorupled Jointly with two other miners
“SquawMan®™ Porlor and young Joe Fletcher wora
nid Annetie stampedern and loved Father Duncan

no better than did Thompaon.  They were quirtly
awakened by the alert newsgathersr and soon
Liecame exolled listenors

“Father Duncan's dead and his police foree will
it0 W plecea,” wan the way Thompeon commmoad
lilm ressoning. “We must get off for Anneiie at
onve and get the pick of thoss clalma Nothing
can stop us pow,  The Indlana will be at mea, now
that thelr guardian Is no mors, and we'll mimply
stay In splte of them.  ‘This s the last stampode,
#0 hurry along

Porter and Flelcher dressed rapidly and swon
the three wera carying supplics from the cabin o a
staall loon that lay anchored near shiore.  Thomp
ron laboriously wroke a note toa friend informing
him of the chance to get a foothold on the island
and tacked It on the door.  In an hour all wan
ready and the alioop bore away under a falr wind
Irom e north,

Tho sloop was put asliore on & sandy beach and
tha trio with & heavy pack on each pair of hroad
sbuildnrs wtartel inko the hills in search of the

stakes they bad dnaven long before.  Fach man
had & ledge picked cut that Just suited him
Floweher went arounil on the western shore where
an immense copper ledge croppesd throush the

rock, 1t could be teaced for aver half a mile and
Bnally plunied bnte the sandy boncl It groen
eolorings, toued ol by rusty in stalis, and the

most encouraging sort of sule walls smtled at
bim befor mowim By night he had cew slakes
drivan and an extondive group properly  locausd

Thompaon wae alter igold e bl fiuk care to
wall for the smelting provess (hat the baselirss ol
WMechar'a cappar ledire necesite ted The stamp
®U wee mmo w his likisg. He climbed the

helght and followed a trall along that side of the
Lad J'uchﬂill _lmmm I’i.
had litils troubls finding a marvelous ledgs, stum-
bled on the year before while prospecting during
a sorm when the Indian polios were not looking
for troubla.  Ha broke off a plecs of the glistening
white quariz and on the inner aide found t(races
of gold—{ree gold that could ba aaved with a
meker if he hammered up the moft quarie.  His
group waa 0 be another Treadwell and he called
it the “Hope of Death.* Young Porter also knew
of a fine ledge and was in full possession before
nightfall

In the meantime Thompaon's letter on the door
of his Ketchikan cablo had fallen into other hands.
The absence of the well known trio was noticed
and moon the newa of Duncan's death was over
the whole camp.  Othier aloops were hastily pro-
visloned and other parties atarted for Aunette. A
sieam launch ftrom Juneau spon overtook them
for Capt Bonnifield had forgotlen W keep Dun-
can’n death sscret  Within twenty four hours
hundreda of miners were stampeding toward the
Indian Inland,  Such a mampede had never been
known hefora.  The news apread an rapidly as
though the Indians themaelves had telegraphed
It by signal fires on the helghta The miners
ncatlered 16 all parta of the ialand and It was not
long until an Indian hunter ran across them.
He made good tims getting back to Father Dun-
can'a house

The Minslonary had been sick but was now
feeling bottar than he had for weekn Thin mick-
neas had undoubtedly started tha story of his
death. Newn that his beloved ialand wan agaln
Invadad ronsed him o Immediate energy and
all the police In the community wera called In.
Racrulta volunteerad for the work of driving out
the miners and arma were freely diatributed,

Ome by one the miners wers roundsd up and es-
corted to their boata and staried for home.  There
waa no trouble onoe they were convineed that Fath-
or Duncan waa still alive. They knew he had
the law on his side and that he stood vigorously
for his righta

Thompsan laughed at the threa policemen
who found him comfortable encamped on his
frea gold ledga  He told them Father Duncan
wan dead and with him passed away the Indians
right to aale posscasion’of Annette.  They finally
convinead hir that his "aure thing tip* had been
A bad one and much againat his will compelled
him 10 leave. He went back to Ketchikan aa
did the othern and s probably there now walting
for annther excuss to stampede to Annette,
Metlahkatlah is sllghtly out of the track of
tourist steamers but [t is well worth a vislt, Your
rorreapondent happenad o be on a steamer that
ook north a load of mipplies for the Indian store
nnd waa enabled o wpend the better part of the
day in the town, g3 well as to hear frolm Father
Duncan's awn lips the story of his work among
the Indiana

From the ship deck ons would never think that
the paople moving busily about the wall improved
streets, wern all Indians, and least of all, Indians
whone fathers had eaten human fieal.  The town
lien back from a substantial whar! nearly hall a
mile.  The setilement is pleasantly placed in a
little valley among the hills and (s surrounded
by o hravy foreat  Many wall built houses shelter
the 1,200 Indian inhabitants.  The fiuest church
in all Alaska has & prominent position. 1t is
undemoninational and haa the unqualified sup-
port of the entire cotomunity.

Several industries —all operatsd on the coopera-
tive plan-—give avidences of A prosperous condition.
A malmon eannery on the beach turns out many
cases of fine fish every meason that find ready
aale in the East A sawmlll ia operated by hy-
draulic power obtained from a mountain lake tites
milea away.  About the only successful brick
yard in Alnska 1 located on the outskirta of the
villagr.  Heataurants, photograph galleries, shioa
shops, general stores, music rooms, ete are all
operated by Indiana  Thers in lncking only one
familiar feature of a city in the staten.  There In
not & saloon in Metlahkatlah.  You cannat huy
a drink on tho island.  The natives will not even
aceapt a troat

In a largn white house Father Duncan (s wait
ing for the measenger that will call him homa
e expecia death st any time and has already
appointed hia w.  The nama of tha man
who will probably follow up Duncan's plans
has not yet been made known, It will probably
be an Indian and thers are ssveral In the settls-
ment who seem flitted for the task.

Father Duncan likea to tell the story of tha won-
derful reformation of the Port Simpwon Indiana.
Slightly condensed but still In his own words
it follows:

“Forty years ago an a lay member of ths Church
of England, inspired by religioun zeal, 1 estab
lished a mission for the natives nsar Port Simp-
&on, British Columbia. | knew aothing of thelr
Ianguage and only scquired it with tha uimost
dificulty. The natives were considered the
mostworat of all the tribes on the coast They
wore nsadly In need of reformationn. 1 secured
permission from the British Governmeant to have
protection from the soldiers at Fort Slmpson be-
fore venturing among them.

"I did not have & full realization of the task
that wan hefors men until I witnessed ane of the
tribe's cannibal feasta It was in plain view
of the Fort, bt we dared not fire a shot, or even
enter & protest, so poarly wero we fortified and
wn greatly did they outnumber us

“After tharoughly mastering their language
T left the fory and ok up my abode with the In-
dians | afterwards had the ploasurm of eon-
verting ona of the two men who figured promi-
nently In the sacrifice.  After five years pre.
liminary work the village of Old Metahkntah
wan oatablished,

“The chiof opposed my work and often | waa
sadly discouraged 1 saw finally that it was
usoleas 0 try W accomplish anything unless
trihal relations could be broken. Hellef in witch:
craft was fostered and flith and degradation en-
conraged as long as the lndinns continued to
live in rommunity houses. It was hard work
to iniuee them W live In separate houses with
the family as & unit, but it was finally accom-
plished.

"Nl Metlahkatdah grew unill 800 natives be-
longed to tha prosperous, self supporting and
law abiding community. For twenty-five years
tho settlement flourished.  Then the British
Government, seeltug & source of profit in our trade,
persecution began.  The Indians were arrest
ed and fined on the slightest pretext and were
taken t0o Vietorla and Vancouver for trial.  The
hivhopa of the Chureh of England also insisted
on assuming and exercising an authority for
whirh the Indiana were not prepared.  Another
mouren of trouble was (the whiskey smugglers
who for years plied & profitable trade between
Fort Simpson and  Alaskan porta  They ob-
|reted to the prohibitory restraint exercised by
the Indiana At last life under the Britlah flag
became unbearable

“In 1447 T called & councdl of my peopls and
determined to locate on United States soll. A
rommiliee nelected Anneite laland  From the
United States Government [ secured jurlsdic-
tion over it with the powers of & United States
marahal

“The migration oocurred in the fall of that
vear. Ina body 823 of my people packed their
personal helongings inl canoes and paddled
up the const to thisn beautiful apit  We were
cumpelled to leave behind 850,000 worth of actual
property  besides  ganlens and  improvementa
Here wo cleared away the forest and began life
anew. (n the day of landing we tacked the
Starsand Stripes to s tall tree and held & Thanks-
iciving werviee.  God has allawed us to proaper
and will continue W do so.”

Father Duncan refused to talk of tha inva
siom of his island by the minera He aaid that
the righws of the Indians ‘would be protected
whether he lived or disd.  He Is now preparing
t tranafer the tides w the nland and improve
menta W an Indian couneil,

WHAT TO PUT AROUND 4 TRUNK,

The Dageages Man Bdps That a Sirap Te
Firmer Than Anything Else,

"No good." sald a baggage man, touching as
he apoke s ropw that was tied around atrunk
standing In a rallroad bageage room. It wus a
stout rope, and securaly tind so lar as the knot
was concernad, liat it did pot bind on the
tiunk and (t would have been difoult, if not
fmpossible, to draw it close without some
mechanical maans to heip, As it stood with
the rope lonse about It, the trunk eould have
boen du ennily hroken by oareless haodling as
lllulouxh there had been no rope nroundftn
.
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SHANTYTOWN AT ITS BEST.

THRE REAL ARISTOORACY NOW T0 BE
FOUND IN BRONX BOROUGH.

The Residenoes are of Substantial Baolld,
and the Feopls Who Ocoupy Them Long
Ago FPussed the Goat Keeping Stage-
Italian Parvenus Encroaching On Them.

Shanigtown, with [ goats, Ita dunty saireets
sirewn with tomato cans, lta melancholy lamp
ponta, It whizzing trolley carm and Ita diversified
and coamopolitan life, appears (o he a necessary
adjunct of every American elly. Although the
shanties long Ago disappearsd [rom Manliatian
1sland, the present cliy of New York would seem
1o be eapecially favored in this way, There are
shantytowns and shantytowns; but the peouliar
wettlemont of suburbanites that fritges the Borough
of the Drony and frequently merges ita Individu-
ality in that of the borough itself, has a long and
honorable histary, a picturesque manner of life
8t the present time. and occupies an important
and almost commanding position In the commun-
Ity of whichi It lorms a part

A large number of the shantiss in question —
the only ones indeed, thal are worthy of auy con
sideration frum an artste and social point of
view - date back many years. They go back
to that golden age in the history of the borough
before the advantagos of consolidation hind boen
drenmed of, when the lands north of the Harlem
river were divided into o few large estates and de
voled o peaceful and sunny farma It was dur.
ing this era that the mast substantinl shantyites
appeared on the soene; and, llke muoy other im-
portant Amrrican families their origin should not
be 100 carefully dngquired into A few irreverent
and scandalous souls go as far as to say that
the vriginal shantyites at the bagioning did not
poaaeas even a shianty that they could call their
own; and such unpleasant epithets as “squatters”
are sometimes applied to them by the envious,
It Is said that their commun method was to nelect
some advantageous plot of gronnd 1o which they
bad nu legal claim; plich some temporary ahanty
upon the same and procesd to “squat ™
1t the rightful owner of the land objected to
1bis high handed and teuly noble way of securing
a foothuld, *the squatter would simply move out
of his jurisdiction and ovcupy a position  of
vamtage elsewhere.  His hope was that he could
miaceesd In remaining on the land long enough
to secure a legal title; and in the majority of cases
his ambition was gratiied. In the meanwhile
it was & simple matier to sustain life and earn a
penny beslde by cultivating s small pisce of land;
and by the dme the title, by virtue of a number
of Fears' sucessslul squatting, was secure, the small
landed proprietor was usually In a position o
build the family mansion, and to leave a lasting
memorial to his sons
And time has dealt kindly with the little housea
of the old Bronx squatters. far more kindly than
with the more pretentious architeciure of hLis
aristoctatic compesrs. While the old farm houses
hava for the most part fallen into decay. and the
uld families moved Intu the city or entirely dis-
appeared, the old squatters’ Liouscd remain o
thielr pristine quaintness, and the little garidens
in the rear are stil cultivated by thelr descend
ants.  The whale barongh is duttesl with these
shanties, a few of which border upon the public
highway, but a larger number of them are re
tired wsome distance back from the street and
reached only by a winding footpath.  Hardly
a hill or & knoll of ground but what 4 capped by
one of these diminultive structures, slianties only
In the sease that they are seldom more than one
stary high.

There In nathing temporary or ramshackle In
their appearance; they are strong and substantial,
have withstood the rigora of a great many years
and will probatily endure for many years 4o come

Bul a few make snme peetense to ormamentation;
thes are froquently surrounded by dainty plarzas,
shut kn by green Iattber work or greener vines
On the side of many there are little shady arbors,
and gotgeous sunflowers and morning glories
are the rula.  One of thess Hitle houses, on a now
frequented mireet Is a0 hidden behind trees and
shritbbery an to be visible only 1o the keeneat eya
It is only one story high, with a small porch, sup-
ported by columns o the troe colomial style, and
long windows entering upon the plzza. The
whole appearance Is that of a neatly kept snmmer
house, but the white dimity eurtaing at the win-
down and the small red chimney, to say nothing
of the market garden in the tear, reveal It an one
of the abtding places of an unusnally arlstocratic
shantylte, prohably descendad from a ahanty
family of unnsual substance and prestige.

It will be thus seen that shanty architecture s
diversified. and that ocraslonally 1t makes some
pretonien at clegance. There I fndeed, hardly
any manner of house that will not And itself re
produced In litlls In the shanties of the Bronx.
There are shanties with gables and ahanties with
flat mnls; shanties hutlt partly of stone and partly
of wood: shanties that compensate for the fact
that they are only one atory high by a “hasement
kitchen” In a number of cases additions have
heen tacked on o the maln house, never in the
way of an additional story, but tn a reprodnction
of the conventional hox plhiaped structure in the
rear.  The surroundings of all thess little honses
are for the most part cleanly and attractive.  Few
of the old shanty familles have sufliciently de

graded themeelves 1o keep a goat and the vards,
usually fencad off by themselves and occasion-
ally shiut off from the comman herd by an ever

green hedge, are {reedd from tin cans ash piles
and general debris that are commonly regarded
elsewhere an the Indispensable adjuncts of the
ahanty lfe

The descendanta of the old settlerslive in almost
precisely the same way as their forbears.  They
usually have large familles. though thelr houses
are not overrun by ragied children  they are in-
variably sent o the nearest school and grow up
to be decent and sell respecting cltieens,  The
families dre usually supported by o small sieed
farm, or market garden, for the original squat

tern always staked off enaneh land to proside for
their awn and their (amilies, subsistance Early
every morning the head of the family may be
found diligently working their little plots of land
—a few potatoos, a number of tnmato vipes, n few
lettues rows, an occasional radish bed. In the
summer two or three times a woek they take the
chelcest products of their Industry down town
and have no difficulty in dispesing of 1t at the
large clty markets for the frults of the shanty
farms are at & premium. A small amount they
save for themselves, and with thin and the money
earmed from the rest they manage 0 get along
comfortably enough. The trun shantyite never
maves; and. Indeed. there ix no reason why he
should. e in a man of frugal habits and philo-
sophical manner of 1ife: he is never disturbnd by
the flercesi blasis of the winter season. for he has
his little Franklin stove, and he can keep [t cheer

tully blazing away, too, without daily resorting
o the charity assoclations, as is the custom with
many of his leas fortunate neighborn

During the past few years a number of theae old
mettiers have abandoned farming -a lamentable
sign. which ean only forebode thedr gradual de-
cline. A moore or 50 have become flagmen on the
radlrond crossings, night watchmen in factories,
and, in a foew eapecially mournful cases, ithey have
fallen so {ar away from the family traditions as to
bacome day laborerw 1% should be aaid in all
‘ustice, however, that few have sunken to this
depth —in the majority of cases the old Spartan
simplicity stlll prevailsn  These latter, however,
are frequenty found among A race of opwtarts
that have arisen Io shanty town duringe the past
few years, and taken upon themsaelves all the aimm
of the original settlers.  There arte alarge number
of immigrant families; chiefly Irish and Italian,
who have moved into the borough, set up in the
rhanty business on their own account, and made
avery pretence of heling the real thing

Put the shantyits Is horn, not made: and thess
Iatter day squatiers may be easily distingutahed
fram those they hasely imitats, whom they reaem
ble anly in the most obvious externnls, A few
of them have heen fortunate enough o discover
the ahandoned homes of a shamty family that has
fallen into decay, or whose present representatives
bave been allured by the attractions of city life.
A still Inrger number have built shantm of tyedr
awn, which they have distributed all over the hor
ough, even in the residence and busitiess part,
and which can be dotecied al a glanfe  These
bouses have a deculedly midern appearance; s
cheap lenament air, and are distingulshed by all
the acomssorien of modern tenement life  The
original white palot has 10 a large extont disap

peared. the little red chimney laminus 8 number
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of bricks; the grass n the froni yard has been com-
Ppletaly by awarma of squalling children,and
everyihifig in & miserable travesly of the true re-
finement of the old shanty arlstocracy. 1t la here
that wo find the goats chewing thelr cud in the
front yard -frequently more than one; and an
occaslonal pig Is nol a rarity. The occupania
make no pretence to a rural life; the returns of the
small shanty farm are oo small and too uncertain
for them; they are for the most part laborers in the
sireets, motor men, atevedores and the ke At
night they disrturb the quiet rest of the old shanty
familles with their drunken orgles -cspecially
in such places as Springliurst, which s Kttde more
than a collection of shanties. genuine and false,
or Belinont, of which the less said the better,

The descendants of tie old shanty families,
howevor, endure (L all in silence, and maintain an
attituds of indiffervut exclusivensss towards these
milseralble poren s
of enterprining real estale dealers liave caughl
the ahanty idea and constriucted rows of the Little
sructures, which are rented out monthly, npparent-
Iy does not disturb thes (o the least,.  They may
hold their heads a litdle higher when they pass
much evidences of shanty decadence as these, and
may be hetrayed fnto expressing theh disgust at
#some unromantic shantyite who has sold the rear
of s domicile o some patent medicine coneern
fiir advortising purposes —but in the main they
view It all with aristocratic stolldity.  There are
afew who have found thelr surroundings Irksome
and have moved into the tenementa ol the clty or
the borough fwell, but the pride of the wajority
stands ju the way of such a change. They canuut
bear the thoughits of abandoning the ancestral
homestead 1o such degenerates as they see about
them every day; and they have always scorned
tenoment house life, even of the better class, as
unfitted to their station.

For years they have come to regard themselves
as immeasurably superior W thelr surroundings,
and It is s terrible experience to find themaelyes
elbowed out by plebeians who have no apprecia
tion of the dignity of shanty life. The change,
however, seoms inevitable. The time must come
when the olid shiantyites must die, the young men
are altogether too likely o take the alevated train
1o the great borough at the South; and in a decade
or no it meems likely that the spurious shaniyites
will have everything their own way, and that the
old settled families and their market gardens will
be merely o tradition.

MILLIONS IN SKUNK FARMIN Q.

An OfMelal of the Agricultural Department
HMiustrates n Col. Seller's Scheme.

WasinNGroN, Sept 2 - "Thers's money  in
u skunk farm,” sald an official of the Agricultural
Depariment, "and skunk fmrming will some day
be a great industry in this country, There's
a barrel of money in the business, anid yet the moan
who suggested 11 was regarded as out of his head.
It does not take a prolonged and expensive inves-
tigation to demonsirate the truth of what T assert
It I3 not neceswary W send a lob of specinl agents
from this department helter skelter aver the cotmt
ry o gather facts and flguren. Not o bik Al
that iy neceasnry 18 to get ooe of the old time fel-
lows who has speat bis lite on the farm and in the
woods, and who 15 a close abserver of the habity
of “varmints' and he can give all the informntion
ueeded.

“An old fetlow of this kind can toll you when

the first skunk was discovered on the Amerlean
continent, how often they have young, how many,
how fast they grow, o what age they live, and,
ns [ osatd, tell all (hat is needed.  From such in
formation ax this it % casy W figore out the facts
you winh,  Coming from such o source there can
be no doubt of its acenracy.
“While there nre nooflicial statistica on record.
it iy known thot skunks = the Ameriean skunk —
will hegin breading at one year old.  They breed
twive envh year, and have Hiters of from Hve to
tldrteen, an average of eght ooa litter. 1t is sald
that skunks can live on as little as any known
animal, so there is little expense in ralsing them.
They are of a different disposition o the coon,
squirrel and many other small animals, in that
thry rannot be tamed, and 1 do not mipposs that
many people would earo to have one as A pel.

“There are two distinot species of the Amartcan
pkunk -the jet black and the black and white
striped.  The latter in regnrded as one of ths most
beautiful creatures of the animal kingdom. Ita
pelt I8 highly prized as It makes the prettiest
of muffs, wraps and neck boas. The jet black
pelt is also highly prized, but Is not a0 valuable
as the black and white striped.  The pelt of the
Iatter can always be sold for one dollar,  The ol
from the skunk is worth fifty cenls an ounce,
and 18 used in severe cases of croup, colds and kind
red diseas-n. The oll dora not have the unpleasant
aroma of the skunk.

“Now, it hat been figured out that A man who
undemitands skunk farming can begin on twenty
skunks fifteen females and five males —amld in &
very few years will haven large and healthy bank
accomnt  [tis easy to caloulnte how rapldly thass
twenty skunks will Increass in number. If you
begin operations on the farm in the early fall the
slkunks will breed in Decembar.  Right from the
Jump, estimnting the Increase at the ratn of eight
o the litter, you have an incresse of 120 skunka
Well, in June they breed again and at the samo
ratio of increase at the expieation of one and one-
half years you will have 7,495 akunks In four
yeard, without mishap, your skunks will have in-
croasod o 3,780,000,

“This I8 a good big drove of skunks, and if the
peltsate worth £1 each, the pelis of 200 male skunk
waould bring in open market $200, and the oil at
50 cents an ounce would be worth $800. Then
figuring an we did on the Increase of sleunka, at
the expiration of one and onehalf years von
could kfll 8,700 male skunks, the pelts of which
would be worth just as many dollars as akunks
killed: The amount of ol gathered from this
number of skunks would amount 1o 20,800 ouncey,
worth Just 814,500 Al the expiration af four
Fonra you would have killed 1,860,000 male skunka
the pelts of which would be worth 81,880,000, and
the ofl 15,120,000 ounces 87,560,000, and you
wauld atill have 8,700,000 skuuks left to continue
business with,

“These flrures are not at all extravagant, and it
will not be long befors some of our enterprising
citizens will be embarking in the skunk farmng
husiness. I do not know of anything which will
produce money faster than this, and the beauty of
it 1a that 1t takes only & mmall sum to begin with,
It discounts raistng five cent cotton or any other
agricultural pursuit that I know of.

4 PARIS EXPOSITION NOVELTY.

The Tmitation Ocean Voynge Which May
be Tnken on the Grounds.

Poaslbly the mowt striking of the many nay-
elties which will ba offered to the visitors at
the coming Paria Exposition will be the
“Mareoramn.” as it {s called. This is o great
moek ocenn stoamer. It [a arranged preslnsly
like one of the transatiantic vessels, hus n
erew and eaptaln, and even the motion of
ship speeding through the waves., Tt doos not |
move from the spot on which It |s areoted. but
to those ob board the lllaslon promises to he
perfoct, Ths passenesrs are supposed 1o be
on ajourney from Marselllen to Constantinn-
ple. and as the last hell aoundu® all ashore' tha
harbor of Marselllos soems to recads from
the vision, the vessel puases out to sea, and n!l
of the scanery of the coast pasaes in review,

This is done by a large number of paintings
which unroll In panorama fashion, and are so
reallatio that the observers, It not over oritieal,
mny really Imagine that they are taking the
sall. The vapael rocks and throbs as i it were
really on the oean, and this s beought about
by the machinery which givea the vesss! the
required motlon. Meals are secyad, and If you
arn not careful you will Aind your soup In your
lap. Genuina seasickness will be the portion
of ail predispossad to that allment, nnd It will
ba nlmonst as If the net ual voynge were taken.
exoept that [t will Inst but a short time. The
coast of Algiors, Tunis, and much ot ths Med!-
terranean Sen will pass hafore the eves of the |
pnasengers, and at Iast, the Golden Haorn,
the port of Constantinople will be entered.
The painting of the panorams has baen
ontrusted to Hugo d'Alexis, & graphic artist
who has depiered the seenes In all thelr natural
beauty. It will be n cheap and speedy method
of making the journey, not to mention the
novelty of experioncing sll of the pleasures
and somoe of the quaims 0! & long ses voyage,

without the lasat danger of shipwreck.

FATE OF THE PRIZE HOG.

RED FPEPPER, RATTLESNAKE AND
NITRO-GLYCERINE UNDID HIM,

Mank Dunham's Invention For Inducing
the Rattlers to Commit Kulcide Ended
the Snake-Killing Hog's Carcer—Hin
Owner Hays Hank Meant Toe Do It

NLoosmiNg Gnove, Pa, Aug. 25 —*Del Haw-
kina thought the world of that hog."” sald Deacon
Elln  “Kill anakea! That hog waa like a Chris-
tian regarding snakea 1o killed them morning,
noon and nlght  "There aln't 4 snake in Plke
County that hog Is altald 1o Wwekle,' Dol wan tell
lug nie vnly last waek. Tyl the last shake Del's
loge teled 0 eat was full of nliro-glyeerine and
red pepper and the combination of rattler, red

Fiven tie tact thint a number | peoper and nitro-glyeerine was oo much, even

for the priee hog.

“He died doin® his duty,’ Del says to me with
tearain hix exes, ‘and, 11 1 conld find his scatiered
remains I would put a stone aver them witly that
Inmeription.'  But nothing but a drag net through
Pike and the surrounding countles can ever gather
togrther what Is moral of that noble animal.
Del sapa It was all a put-up job on the part of
Hank Dunbam, and allows he will fill Hank full
of buckshot when be sees him, but | sass 1o Del;

“Ia the finger of Providence did this, Del
Don’t Interlers ar something worse may happen.’

“Finger of Providencs, nothing! says Del,
being o profane man, and a backslider, ‘it was
Hank Dunham's wew f{angjed way of killing
ratilers.  Besides, what worse can happen 1o
hog or man than rattler, red pepper and nltro-
glycerine”

“You see, the summer baing dry folks ahoul
hiere hael been greatly hotherod by ratilemn. Hank
Dunham was a great one for chasing and killing
them and was always thinking of ways and meana
fur decreasing the visible supply of rattlers in
ike County.  Buot try as Duriham would Del's
Liog Lield the record, and Del thinks that Hank —
belng Jealous of the hog, and knowing its fond-
ness for rattlors  Inid o trap for the noble animal.
I say, ‘late and the nger of Pravidence,’ but Del
uays, jealovay, and red popper and nltrogly-
cetine and rattlesnake’

"Hank Dunham was hlowing up stumps on his
farm this spring and uding niteo glycerine for
that purpode.  Ume day he carrisd oul some in
a listle pall and, Onding e bl forgolten some
thing, put the pitro-glycsrine down by a stump —
being o coareless, heedless mort of o man - and
went back to the hovuse.  When he got back to
the mtump the pail was there, but all the nitro-
Flyeorine was gone,

“Donged queer,” aays Mank,  ‘“Why In thunder
should anyotie steal the glycering and leave the
[lﬂ“"' P

“Then be Inoked round a nd about one hundred
fert away he snw three or four bire rattlars lying
on the ground and sunning themyelves an if they
had just caten a big meal.  Hank didn’t connect
the rettlers with the loss of his nitro glyeerine,
but pleking up & rock he threw it at the snakes,
14 bt one of the biggest square on the back, Then
there was an explusion and the alr wan full of
of ratilesnake meat, and fangs and ratues,

* U Hole bullfishes,” says Hank, *them ratdera
In what stole my glyeerine’

“T'hot set Hank to wondering if he couldn’t use
tha nitro glyeerine to kil off the rattlers, who
were gelting 1o be a pesky nuisance an his place
When supper time came Hank was sort of ponder
ing over the problem of the snakes and the nitro
glyoerine. and, without thinking what he wan
laing he put a lot of red pepper on some cabbage
lie wan eating

“* Holy Jumping bullfishes, * he shotted, spring-
Inge for the water pail, ‘my whole insides jnon Nre.*

"When Hank got sart of cooled off inside e
had an idea

“'Suppesing red pepper makes me jump about
like that, what will be its effect on a big rattier,
who can't grt ot a water pail right ofl? And
supposing that rattler is filled te the brim with
nitro glyeerine, whot is going to be the effect
of his thrashing about in that fashion™

"Well. o man don't need to have what Judge
Meann calls a ‘mammoth think tank’ te know
thatif a rattler Inaded to the limit with nitro glyoer-
ine trien to dance the hornpipe there is going to
be one less rattler,  So Hank, alter pondering on
the way to put his discorery in working order,
finally made a lot of little capsules and filled
them with red pepper.  Then be mixed the cap
gules up with the nites zlvearine

"' A unake swallows (18 fond whole,” nays Hank
to lils wile, "and when his digestive argans get o
working on that red pepper thers is going ta be
one mighty surpris~d snake, but {t won't be a
marker 1o the surprise party he will getif he goes
pounding around with all that nireo glyeerine in
him,*

“The nextday Hank set out some nitro glycerine
with pepper capsules in i1 ina place whiers ratilors
wern [roquent  Nitro glyeerine hos o sweet tastes,
nnd a sort of sickish, sweet smell, and It wasn't
but a few minutes before Hank, who was hiding
behind aome bushes, saw a big rattler mosy up
Lo whiere the glyvesrine was, poke his noss Into it
and giln down the whale doss. Then Mr. Hattler
went o o sunny spot, steetehed Limself out, and
began to dose after the manner of o stinks who bas
dune his duty, eaton all be can bold and ix now
ready fur a good solld snooee In about five
minutas the snake HHed up Wis iead, ke 8 person
who hosn't been sle=ping just comfortablee.  Then
he glanced around, and Hank says you could
sen & look of pained surprise on that snake's coun-
tenanoa  In another minute the smake began to
squirm, as if he bnd eatan something that didn't
qulte agree with him.  Then as the red popper got
In iin fine work, the rattler begean to thrash amund
like a man with the colle.  Then he jumped inta the
air and pretty soon Ao his jumpings he hit his
stomach against a stone  That gave the niteo,
clyeerine in him & lar, there was an explosion,
sl one hig rattier had joined the great majority
bk AHE PATSOD Says

“"Hunk Dunham was the prondest and josfullest
man o Mike County, when be saw the sicooss of
lis eaperiment

*Talk aboul your inventors' he says to his
wile wlen he came home that night. ‘I am the
prize pumpkin of the lob Future generations
will take thair hatu off at the name of Mr. Henry
Dunhamn, the man who disoovered the way to
cloan the y of ra ket  People that
want ratllers had better be getting in a supply,
for they will bo scarce. White hlackbirds are
golug o be common compared with Pike County
ratilern after my idea gew in s fine worlk.’

“The next three days Lank spent in mixing
nitro glycerine and red pepper pellets and laying
traps {or tha ratdern  And thare's no denying
hin schems was A success.  About overy ten
minutes you eould hear a muflled explosion on
Hank's farm. That was a sign that some be
nighted raitlar had boen tasting Flank's ‘med|
cine’ and had passcd in his cheeks. Ty the ena
of the week moat of the ratllars on Hank's place
had blown themselves up. Then Hank came
over (o the store. There he met Del. Dol was
bonsting about the numbeor of ratUers his prize
hog had killed  Hank listened scomful like,
and finally broks in:

411

t'n intellert, not trained hogs' says he port
of sarcastically, ‘that decides the denting
of a country, Tralned hors and thelr owners
were all right for uncivilized Umes, but whast
Pike Counly needs today is nineteenth century
inventions and men who can uss them That
woll meaning, tut lgnoreat animal of yours waa
all right in Its time, but the day of trained hoge
is gone by’

"Mad? Why Del moot had & iy, when he
beard Hank talk about his prize hog in thst way,
For yearn Del had taken an honest pride in that
hog and the way it could kil ratters , and he
looked at it as one of the family and s mighty
lmportan! membor, ton

““Juat becaume some  self respecting reptile
committed sulcide ot finding himaelf on your
farm, Hank Dunham,' Dirl says io his mos cut
ting way ‘Kou think you are the boas snake
killer in Pike County. Bui I'll bet you & pood
bear akin against a barrel of cider that my hog
can get rid of mere snakes in an hour than all
your lovenlions can in a dav

"I take that bet,' says Hank, and they agreed
o go over lo Haok's place the next day and set-
te the matter. The next morning el and his
prize bog atd a whole slew of the neighbors came
over o Hank's farm.  Hank met them and says:

"Just killed two big ratlera Stiart that pet

R

{

of yours lo work, Del  Snakes ia geiting scarce
and ho'll be a long tUme getting ons,’

*Dumbed easy W nay you've killed fwo or
twenty-two ratllern,” growled Del. 'l don't mee
any nlgns of dead snakes, though. When my
hog kills one you can see him do L' Then Dol
mada a sort of whirdng sound, like the ratile of
a snake, and that hog began to root around and
poke Into (he bushes looking for a ratiler.

“Here wan where the tagedy came in Del
nayn It was a put-up job oo the part of Hank to
kill the kog which had been the pride and joy of
the Hawkins tamily, and Hank says it was a fool
Liog anid ought o have known enough to let alune
a ratlesnake that had hean dieting on red pepper
and nitroglycerrne  However that may  be,
the prize hog tlghtad & rattler which was lying
stretwehed out in the sun lazy and comforiable,
evidently afier eating a big meal of something
It thoroughly enjoyed, Mr Hog started after
the rattler, but before hie could reach the snake It
beggan to Awist and thrash around. 1t didn't
weem alraid of the hog, or 1o try W0 run away,
hut seted like a spake which had such serious
troubles of it own that it wasn’t interested in the
movements, even of a prire hog,  Thin seemed
queer and all of a sudden Hank calls out:

“Say Del, stop that hog of yours 11l bet
that raitler has just been eating nitro-glycerine.’

“Del thought this was just a trick ol Hank's
to call off the hog and prevent him from killing
the suake, and he answered back, scornful like:

“Yesu, call off the hog. Don't let him eat the
poor snnke, or Hank will lose his bet' and he
grinned like & man who thinks he has sald some-
thing mighty funny.

“1It was all over in & moment The prize hog
planted his front fest square on the head and neck
of the rattler, looked prondly around, as if he knew
he was doing his duty, and then took a good big
bite of the nitroglycerine loaded stomach of the
mnake. Then there was an explosion, and a steady
rain of pieces of prize hog all over that part of the
country,

“The proud and happy look that animal gave
men just before he parted company with the top
of his head will go with me to the end of my Lfe,"
sayn Del, telling the detalls of the tragedy, ‘and
1 will get even with that reptile of a Hank Dunham
for murdeting the pride of the Hawkins family, if
it takes me all my born days.  1U's my beliel he
luaded that rattler and left it where my faithiful
anlmal would find it and die in the pursult of his
duty,’

“But Hank only laughs and says a hog that
don’t know any better than to uy and make a
meal off red pepper, ratile inake, and nitro-glycer-
ine was sure (o come 1o an untmely end

THE WELILMAN EXIPEDITION.

Fourther Evidence thut Franr Josef Land s
Not n rromising Eouts to the Fole.

The expedition led ta Franz Jose! Land, last
year, by Mr, Walter Wellman, of Chicago, has
returned to Fogland, and the story it tells
gives a fair idea of the work It has done and
the mishaps which resulted in Its premature
retrent, Itleft behind the Itallan expedition
of the Duke of the Abrnzzl whioh it met as the
Duke wnu entering the southern confines of the
archipelago, The Duke saw his expected rival
In the race forthe pole turning homeward from
the starting point, and he will therefore have s
walk-over to the pole, If he can getthere, which
in extremely doubttal,

Mr. Jackson, in his recent three years' work,
disecovered that Franz Josa! Land ls merely an
erchipelago of comparatively amall falands,
affording no continunva const line nlong which
sledging partles might make thelr way toward
the pole. He alao discoversd that strong eur-
ronts in the channels among the islanda tend
to keep the lne rather thio and dangeroun for
sledging partios, and thut Arctle work in this
reglon Is, oo the whole, about the meverest
test of human endurancs that explorers hava
experlenced. Those facts convineced nearly all
the Arctie experts that Franz Josef Land in
about the worst base for further assaults on the
pole that eonld be aelected, nnd they had littls
tulth that Wellman would succeed In making
afarnorthiog. The event has justified thelr
skepticiem, for he found the most missrable
conditions for sledging, and fAnally fell intoa
snow-coversd erevasse with results so serious
that he wan compelled to return,

It |s not often that exnlorers are sngulfed In
thess pitfalln, numerous as they are and fre-
quently hidden under the snow, but Wellman
is vot the Nirst to suffer from them in Franz
Joset Land, While erossing Middendort
Glacler in Crown Prince Rudolf Land in 1474
Payer's wledge, dogs and comrade fell
thirty feet into a crevisae, Payer wus dragged
in his sledge harness to the edge of the open-
ing, but managed to froe himeself in the nlek of
time. The anly chance to rescus Zaninovich
nnd the dogs wan to secure the hielp of a party
whom Payer had laft ix miles behind. To ex-
pedite hin movements the explorer threw off
his outer garments and ran in his atoeking foet
through the deep anow, covaring the six miles
In an hour; and in four hours and a half after
theaecident the man, dogsand sled were pullad
ot of the hele, fortunately not much the worse
for their tumble,

Wellman established his winter quartars, an
July 30, last year, at Cape Tegethoff, the
southern terminus of Hall Islaud apd a littls
north of the 80th parallel, At this point he
wus on the south edge of the archipsinge and
neir the entrance to Austrin Sound, up which
he proposed to ascend, From this winter camp
he sent Mr, Baldwin, the meteorologlst of the
second 'enry expadition to northwest (dreen-
land, north with Norweglans and an equipmenr
and they established an ontpost at Caps Heller
ou the wost const of Wilezek Land about HO*
40 porth. Here two volunteers, Venizen and
Tijosrvig, who had been mombers of the Nan-
wen expodition, wern left for the winter and

Wellmuu  with u party expoctad to joln
fhem, but wns prevented from dolng ko
by  the  treacherous lee  and  almost
Ineesuant  fog  that  prevalled until  the

Arctle nlght set In. Ventzen dled in Decem-
ber and hin comrade lived alone |In the Aretle
night till Wellman with a rledging party
Jolned him Iate Io the winter. Starting
on Feb, 14, bofore the sun's return, he was
vight days making thia journey, which {s note-
worthy from the fact that It was the earliest
sledging journey on record for so high a Inti-
tude, He mauda this early start north tn order
to see how his outpost was faring and slso to
{naure tho biest posaible advance to the north
during the sledging season. He went on from
Cape Hi%er with nlodges, and by Maroh
20 had reached 82" north on the sen east of
Crown P'rince Rudolt Tsland,

It won hiere that hie foll into a crevasss and so
coverely Injured Ml rlght loz that it was
necessary. alter twoduyas further effort to got
North, toface about and make for headquarters,
Tbhe travelllng was terrible owing to floating
fce felds and open crevamses,

Before the arrival of the ship that took him
home his party was able to muke some orlginal
geographical resenrches and the expedition
wan by no means barren of resilts. All his
travel was done in the esstern purt of the ar-
ehipaligo, mueh ot which had not heen #x.
plored,  Jackwson In his three yoars' work (i
nottouch any part of the reglon tn which Weall-
man's aleden exnnditions wers made, snd the
ohurtm of the American sxplorer muy go far
::‘:,ur:mtulo the mooping of this group of

According to Wellman the Eroun extends
further to the east than has hitherto besn

nown. ln April jast Mr Baldwio and four
Norweklana went across ths ne {o Wilozel
Land, charcted tha unexplored snstenastof it,
and found a mew Inland oovered with o,
almont as lnrgo s Wilezok Land and extend-
ing about 120 geogranhien] niiles to the snst of
Wilerek. They named it Oraham Nell Lo,
after the president of the Natinnal Geographii-
cal Boclety, This Island extends the sourh
rurl of tha archipelago a considernble distapon

0 the enst

The highest north among the lalands may

remaln with Payer, the first explorsr
I who, In  Aoril, «  reached
Cnpa  Fllgaly on  Crown  Frines  Hudnlf
Land In H2.05 uorth, Wellman, howaver, snyn
his turning point wos twenty-five milos nort bi-
west of tha Frasdon isinnds, and he may huve
renched Payer's |atitude oralittle surpassod
it. It will bs remembersa that the Fram
drifted to the north of the gronp Wellman
turnad back about seventy-flvo miles northeast
of the little islnnd where Nansen nnd nis eome
ride spant the winter, Nonwson llrst landed on
atie of the Frosden (alands, nnd Wellmin haYA
that he photograpned thres Isinnds and Ame
]nrglland to the north that woro sesn neither
by Payer nor Nanaen, Ho alwo rnyoru Puyer's

Dove Glacler” north of Wilezak Land an non-
exiatent, Lt this fact had mlrlwi]:I bfeu-u mnle

e foun

known by Nansen who eald that d nnly
:I:g.r'lrhlm yer had marked laod and this

FLOUR GOLD OF INDIANA.

EMALL QUANTITIES TAKEN OUT or
THE CREEK OF BROWN COUNTT,

Primitive Methods In Use By the Farmere—
One Indlsnapolis Joweler Takes Nearly
The Whole Output-Natives Land Poor
But Hang On Beeause of the Gold Fever.

IxpiaxNarvous, Ind, Sept. 1. Thirty miles
from Indianapolls, ax the crow flies, Is a county
almomt As unknown o the rest of the Sialo ns
Thibet in to the clvilized world Jagged and
rough with hills, whose poor soll offers s scanly
mubsintence to Ms struggling handiul of propls,
this county has never heard the ahriek of a locos
motive's whistle, and though for morn than oty
years gold has been found thers, yet it has naver
known a mittaw eamp af more than three tenta
l.ast week Lhe whole State was intaresied in the
announcement that the Indianapolis & Southern
Hailroad was to bulld its line theough the heart of
thin Isolated country.  The oMeldls speak In no
gamruing terms of what they espect to haul ous
of Brown county, although they refer hopefully
1o the hardwood timber of the rocky hille

But it is s gold which has glven Hrown county
s greatest clalm o prominence.  Prol John
Callett, ooe of the most learned of the Indlans
weulogeistn, who died reciently, once salil there was
envugh gold in this county to pay the entire na-
tlonal dett, grimly adding that every dollar's
waorth af pold taken ot of the county would re-
quire the exponditurs of another dollar, and thay
I8 what the hundreds, even thousands, of men
whi have ventured to pan the creeks of Hrown
county In the last half century have found ouk
Vet ench summer finds the hopelul gold seekers
at work on the black nandbars

This summer the activity was renewed with
greater pest than ever bafore, and the prospactors
are also drilting up ine Morgan county, whare
the finds are botter and the wgns more favorable
1t in ot so uncommon o hear of men making 88
» day panting for the minute yellow Naken Noth-
Ing more progressive in mining machinery than
the old fashiioned rocker and the rough sluice box
has ever been utlized.  Indeed, there s little
opportuiity to make use of more saxtensive appli-
atces  for, while every rain brings down gold
from the hillddes, no one has yet heen able 10
find the quartz whose disintegration is suppossd
to release the precious particlea. It is all very
fine, this Aour gold, and equal in quality and
color to the best metal of the West African coast
No borings have been made, and the source of the
wold is a mystery even to those geologists who
maintain that it came down from the North with
the glacial drift.  When atiention can be diverted
from the miserable garden patches, the farmers
take 4 turn on the creeks and make for themselves
profits ranging from 74 cents to §3 a day, every
man having a geld mine in bis barnyard. The
searcity of the flow of water operates againsd
larger profits. From Centerton, Morgan county,
a few miles over the Brown county ling, many
phials of the flour gold have come this month,
most of it reaching Indianapolis, where itin handled
by one jeweler who has great faith in the ultimate
gold output of the two enunties.  Many articles
of jewelry worn in this city are made of gold of
the Hoosler State, and the Brown county gold
has been a favorite In the emblem rings wora by
local Scottinh Rite Masona

The Morgan county gold washers am much
the same type of people as found in Brown county,
rough, rugped and with a dialect not Hoosler hut
peculiar to themselvea Some of them have ac-
quired large farms and thus have become land
poor, for the ground is ef litlle va'ue for cropa,
excrpt where the wild blackberry eccasiunally
growa  The State Board of Tax Commissioners
last week assdessed the county at an averags of
$0.20 an acre, yet when a atranger appears aong
one of these gold-bearing creeks and asks a farmer
to put a price on his land, the value Imredistely
jumpa 1o 860 an acre, only to take a mighty tum-
bls when the stranger leaves on the morrow.  The
fluctuations of prices on Brown county land are
greater than those in any wheat pit, and seldom
is & farm sold,

The elulcebox wused by fhs farmem In
griting the gold out of the creeka ls about five
feet long. At Intervals on the bottem of ths box
aro hoardsa few Inches high. Thablack aand and
plenty of waler are poured into ane end af the box
and the particles of gold heavy enongh to sink
find resting places between the Intercapting boards
But much of the gold (s so fine that It fioats on the
surface of the water, and the "minem” use a simpla
method to catch it A blanket s laid over the open
top of the hox and s allowed to rest on the water
flowing through. The minute grains of gold
catch on the rough blanket and are thus arrested
to help pay the winter expenses of the farmer
goldseeker. The blanket is taken to the farm-
house and placed in a warm room. IS soon dries
oul and s then shaken and beaten over paper
rpread on the floor until all the particles of gold
bave left the fabrie and are ready to be carafully
gathered and poured into a phial with the heavier
graina

The Indianapolls |eweler spoken of above, has
a schiemo by which, he figures, twenty tmes as
much gold can be taken out of the creels in &
day as ls being taken out by the amall sluice box,
He proposes o construct & Wough 150 feet long
after the pattern of the crude alulce box, and by
the use of A pump furce the black sand and water
of the ereek into the trough by the barrel full  He
estimates that with a capital of $1,000 for firet ex~
pruses a profitable gold gathering plant can be
established on Gold ereek, in Morgan County.

In the Brown County recesnea are queer chas
acters.  One of them, Henry Blivens, an argonam
of '49, lives a lonely life (o his cabin up ia the
hilla  That he waahes for gold evervans Imown,
though no one has any defiuite information as te
what Blivens has made One can hear reports
that hie has discovered “the lode” and that hs is
taking out guld secrelly and in amall quantities
and splriting it away to same city, A mysterions
trip be made 1o Chicago szt the farmers to specu-
lating, and the fact that Blevins admitied be
hind sold $100 worth of the flakes only maguified
the bellef in his hidden wealll, Tt is said Blivens
has found several nuggeis, something rare for
Hrown County, although some aa high as $35 in
value have been picked up o years passed Most
of the nuggeis, however, have been no larger than
8 grain of wheat.  The firat find of nuggets was on
Bean Blossom Creek, which for many vears gave
its name to Hrown County gold. Traditon has
it, and there's little else of history In Bruwn County
except tradition, that large inds were matde by the
natives before the war.

Another quaint goldseeker (s "01d Man™ Merrs
man.  His farm conslsts of 1,000 acres of harren
land. He wpenda most of his tlme along Gold
Creek. & small Un pan in bhand, Industriously
washiug oul the black sand.  On his trips he car-
ries & bag uf brown sugar, and his few arqualnt-
ances say be lives on sugar alone when hie 's aeek-
Ing gold.  He o coptent w lie down at night at the
wide of a log and sleep untll the sun ealls him to
the ereek again.  Four times a year he conies (o
Indlanapolis with a boitle of flour gold, sells it and
relurns o hix monotonous existence on Gold Ureek,

A few years ago an uld Ualifornia prospector,
buffetsl about fur & quarter of a century and tine
nucersaful, thought he rould solve the problem in
Hrown County, and arriving there he surprined
the natives by constriicting a rocker,  The natives

| wondpred why they had not luvented the same

devies It cost bim abaut B1 (o bulld one of these,
end the tarmers for miles about began ennmiricts
ing rockers. The old praspretor bided his tme and
then went around demanding a royalty of $17 on
every rocker, saying he was the Inventor and
pawniee. A year loter soue chap from the ety
strolled in and twld the people there wes no more
pateut oa & mining rocker than on a plaln broom
handle. A quict mecting of {armers was called,
and botween sinrise and sundown of the next day
the old prospectar left Hrawn County for good,

Mt Washington's Summer Bnow tap.
From the Hostom Transcripl,

“Um tho firm day of August the snowbank om
Mt Waahington, near the head of Tuckerman's
ravine, waa plalnly slsible frum vur home, sbout
thirty miler dintant as the crom flies, withou! glass
ea  We have been watching it overy clear day,
and were surprised to see how slowly 11 has melted
The mountains have been olrarired sinee Tuemiay
untl this morning (Aur, 8 and we can Just see s
amall patch of snow, which will doubtlsss vanish
Inadayoritwa, 1 have no data W show bow long
ths snow has remalned there in provions years,
but it seema 10 us quite remarkabie that it should
laat 5o long, exposed as it has been (o the gy aed
'“’ o‘
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