ELI'S DESTRUCTIVE SPIRIT,

IMASHED NIND TOMABSTONES OVER
HIN GRAYE IN A FAW MONTHS,

It Nearly Impoverished Mrs, Bli Who Vowed

the Deslgns~How the Turbul
cies Worn Appensvd and Peans Came.

"It conscienca had only hean an unknown quag-
iy o my make-up,” sald the man of sxperiance,
*| could have made a fortuna by supplyiug wmb-
sionew forone man's grave.”

The young fellow who was lightdng a clgar
dropped the burnlog maich into the waste papar
baakoh and turoed sround with a show of con.
widnrabis inlarest

“frrant Umsar,” he sald, afwr he bad plunged
nis foos into the dopths of the smoking paper and
tramped out the fire which he lisd unwittingly
“What kind of man was het
who ocoupied so large a poridon of the earth’s
area that i ook a whols winbsione factory W turn
out enough monuments o mark the length and
brendih of his repose, or was he hacked into pleces
and ivd away oo the installmont plan, with each
moteel o & grave of s own?”

‘Noither of your conjoctures s right* replied
e man of experience, calmly. “He waa just a plain
ordinary man, rathor under medlum wiee than
above it and he lad only one grave, just Like
owrr comwonpinoe mortale; bul in spite of s
unibirusiveness his death gave quite a boom
to the Wwmbstone busloess, aud while supplying
the sluu fur bis grave | enjoyed o greater pros-
perity than al any other Ume Lo iny oareer.
facl, e poon as hls unique patronnge ceased my
recoipia foll off %o much an slarming extent thag
Iwaaforood o close up my establishment and
direot my efforis loto other and more lucrative
channels | was & young man then, just starling
ot business for mysell | malke this statemant
in the beglnning as it may parudally excuse mo
for soms of the actions fur which you will prob-
sbly consider mo quite culpabls.
caance that threw ma loto the tombalons lne.
An ecosntrio old uncle on my mothar's alde of
thn houss had been in the trade before me, and
when he died anid bequeattind mo what litde prop-
ety he had, provided | would conunue o tralllo
in headstones, | naturally stopped into his shoea
and his one-borse factory, and turned wy atention
10 the manufacture of marble doves and angels
and tho cutuig of appmpriaie epitapha.

“The prraon who unconscionaly bullt up the
businass which had been dwindling away under
my uncio’s shiftloss manngemont, and made It
posalble for & youngster llks me 19 earn a good
livinue in splte of the fine Liealth then prevalent
in what eighborhood aml the consequent dearih
ol new graves, woas & man named EU Hulick.
Hullck died shout & year aftar 1 inherited my
uncle's property, and was laid away, in acoord-
anve with his spaciflc request, (o the family bury-
Ing ground (n the torih pasture of his own farm
This was Io Whe laller part of February.
oo ne the frost begau to et out of the ground
and tha carth settlad, Mres, Hulick camo W my
shop and gave m» an urder for n Wmbstons, The
Hulicks wata vory woll-to<do people for that part
of the country, and she gava e 1o underntand
that she wanlad something fins, no matier what
| had a good helper up from Lex-
ington, Ky., then, uamed Jim Kyla

Kyle was an oxperienced marble cutter and a
We put our hoads to-

man chock full of ldesa,
getlisr on the order from Mrs. Hullcl, and as a
teiult wa erolved a wmbatona that was really
a wander, both as o conception and execution.
Ererybody In the nelghborbood thronged round
my shop whils we wers working on it, and the
complimanta pald w0 our skill and ingenuity
garn me the wirst eass of ble head | ever had
There was nothlng strictly original
In the primitive deslgn of that stons; 1% was in
Hin working out of the detaily that we dlaplaysd
our el The thmmings as you might call
tham, conslated of the regulation angel with his
tramp, butin the carving of this angel we departed
from tha beaten track, anl whon wa were through
a0 essentially from the
other members of the angel family with which
my clinnteln was familine that it would have puzzled
Aivv] many of the visitors w0 know whather he
wak an anizal at all or not, had he not boen a part
Oiir angel was not recumbent;
feither did he siand st and siralght as a ram-
fovl. bt he was polsed s 1f rendy for flight, in a
posibion that  was the porsonlDoation of grace
and as such we felt vory proud of him,
Hulick was also highly pleased with our endeavor,
aud one warm March day shoe and Kyls and
ane or two of the farin hands and mysel! went
over i the pasture burial ground and set the stone
over Eli's head

“This back pasture was an out-af the-way pari
of the extate, and. wo far as 1 know, nobady went
near the new made grave for two weeks Then
ane evening, as I was locking up my shop pre
paratory to going away for the night. who should
come rushing up the path toward me but Mm

"Mr Jackson,” she gaspad 1o gread excltement,
‘fust pusss what has happened *

“Now that was a poser, even for n man who wan
alie to manufaciure & new styls of angal, for in
that quiet country place anything, or. what was
maore probable, nothlug, was apt to happen at any
I admitted that T could not harard o
®iess on & mubject po fraught with Infinite poasi-
hillties, and I asked Mrs Hullck to te!l me the
worsl Al ones. She began W0 cry then, bitterly,
atid | shall never forget how slie looked when slis
tained ber ead andd wpluttered ous, between soba:

“FlVe gegegrave!

"She stopped short at Ahat, litarally choked up
wilh wars and invisible emoting

“Well' sald L "what aboutit?

"The sparits has been at work on IL" she blub-
‘You just ought to see your
ombstona, Mr JJackson  It's bleen h-hacked
Ints memince moment.’

‘1 had sat down on a banch outside the shop-
dior at the beglnning of hier mob laden explana-
Hon, bt at her altusion to my wmbstone T jumped
I waa not mueh worrhed
over the mincemeat phase of the question, for |
was fuly awam of the Indigestible nature of my
afigel but the thought that all my careful handi-
work had been shintterad into fragmenta made me
Yum falnt for & moment

“How do you know this, Mra Hulick? 1 de-

bered, at length.

o my fent In & hurry,

"1 wasnver there this afternoon and saw i1’ she
I Helt kKind o' funny all the way guing over,
st asit something was wrong, and when 1 climbed
Whie last ferice and got ko a posttion where 1 enald
el oiad Lok at the graveyard and couldn’t wee
anpthing of Bii's tombstons, 1 thought 1'd surely
Oir gravayand, you know, Mr. Jackws,
18 at A ridge, In plain view of both nides of e
At as all the other stones are old and
ok down and got wray and weather-bheaten
G e, that new one of EIVs onught W stansd up
Plain ax day In the midat of the ruins
A5 wee 1t Ahore, aa 1 ought, 1 was scared hall
Ut al my senses, but | plucked vp coutage anl
wo et up eloss to the crowilsd fence
vihed over anid saw El's monument scat
el nround over the ground, with oot a frag
I blgget than a postage-stamp stleklng
logeihar, the awlulest feelliig came over mo and |
iy down all of A ieap.  An soon as 1 could get
Weeniugh wirength to come away | 1an stialght
ver liere w0 tell you about it
Mrs Huliek's agitation was extreme, bnul great
An owas ler nervousness, it was quite plain thad
Freey wond she was npeaking was gospel truth and
1. wo, was greatly perplexed.
g snsd you say It has been since this \hing
Eatpenad? | aaked, ‘snd who do you suppone

Land alive' she exclaimed.
I van's tell by the looks of the grain
ior n piece was clipped off yesterday or last
But | do knuw well enough
There # no queation abous that '
hused and looked as me intently.

1 hopa.t she retorted, ‘that you don't have to
Why, there aln'd but one person who

Heor tine was abwlutely heavy with mys-
o sugeestion. but even then 1 did not eatch
Iein ol her moaning,

el woank hor again, ‘Well, and wbo s thas

the land's make' she cried, ‘don'd you
Why. it was Ell himael{
Her atswer was 8o Unespeche

. heavenn and earth,
At he's dead as s duar nail.’

Uoowhiat il he is* she rewurned, loftily.

UL Tie gt & spariy¥

“s was another stunner

Eaie parilcular inguiries as W the

tlon of Mr. Hullck's exintenon, I was unable 1o
answer dafinitely, 80 1 said novhing,
“'Of course he hian,' Mra Hulick went on, tak-
Ing m‘uuuun [or sasani, ‘and (\'a M"F’m hat's
hacking aod the smashing, Ob, | knuw
U mperit  Tt's & regular Sampson when |t
aiN HLAT IU's got & prodigious sirengih—
ust the kind and amount of mreagih um'fu.'. o
grmrl that tombatone of yours Into atoms N
uman being that I know of in these parts mulrol
have crushed that stone o dust as it is crushed
bow,  Hut hin sperit could,  And his speziy bas
o8 the Inclination o do it wo, 1 don't doubin
atnmite  Often and often T've heard B thrsat
ot to do something like that  Many and many
A tline when we've n golig through some cem.

etory looking at Vhe stonew and inscriptions, i d |

Map short and say, "Well, mother i anybody

should ever put anything as bad as that abuve |

my Lead I'd come back to earth anid l'hulls It into
alivern, T'll bo hieased if T wouldn v 1 didn't
hink lhT that he meant 1L but EH's sperit was
mighty determined. and that's just what he's
done "1 thought & guood deal of thas aogel of
yours, Mr. Jaokmon, and the vines and tlie roses
aAnd evaryibing. 1 thought the whale thing wan
Just an nice an could e and [ didn't boerudien
onns cent of the 8400 | pald you for 1t hut r\rTlInm. ¥
there wan something about It that Bl dlido'y like,
80 He's utuck 1o bis word and come bnek and sliy
ored (1 ‘The only thing for us 10 do pow (4 1o
make another one and see il we can muit him any
better, I he hacks the next on- up we'll have
o kmg on tesing 1 reckon, Gl wo strlke mome
thing b doos Hike  T'm sawlulls sorey e idin'y
’lvn Ingtructions about hin tombstine hefore ha

Id, | ought to hiave asked Lim asout 11, 1 sup-
{mm bt I was a0 upset at the time that 1 didn't

hink of anything.'

ﬂﬁ the timo | could ellelt from Mra Hulick
all the information she could give me in reeard
to the mutilated tombatone, (¢ was pich dark
L did not go over to the Hulick graverard that
night, hut 1 was thers bright aud sarly (he nexi
moraing. The widow had ot rlngffrh'.a'd a
g:aﬂirla In her account.  Ehi's apirit had ertainlyv

n an the warpath with a rengeance, for the
niarble alab and s decorationa wers complately
demolishied.  The report of this r!:um-rdinnx
dosocration of the reating place of the dead travell
through the village and the adjacent country
with telegraphle rapidity Py poon all the pogi-
atlon who were not blind or bedeldden had madeo
8 irip 10 the fatalul apot, (hat they mieht b eye-
witnesaes of the remarkahle ocourrence  Sym-
pathy with the widow wan nosi pronounced aod
more than one person in the crowd ventured to
condemn Fl's spirit o no uncertain langhage
for thia durm'-l.mr his own tamb  Strange {0
aay, not ote of all the people congregated here
expressed an omnlon contrary to Mre Hulicl 's
theory that Eli's spirit was the culprit
body evan thought of attnibuting the vandalinm
to human muca:

“in order 1o undersianid thin remarkable phase
of the incident 1t will be necessary 1o tale inw
cansileration where wa lived,  We wore Inoa it
tle town in southern (Vo Al a paintl whern hin
dreds of slaves were husthed ncross the river dor
Ing war times and concenled in places of saletv
Many of these refunigoes \wnnll on farther 1o the
north, bt a poodly number of them ¢l (o pe
main where they landel so our town. o e,
hecatme ll,ulloa coloped settloment 1 Hese tieprnoes
wera saturated with the fopate miperatit 1]
their race.  Contact with the whites did not s
o aradicate it On the coutrary their hiel
anl customs ook A sironger hold wpon e
as the veara passed and it wps not long unt |l
the apell of thelr chinrms and Incartntions bewan
to exert a stronig infNuence over the wihite oy
lation. Now, il there is nn_\.-lmily o earth that
can make a higwer fool of limsal! (han & soper
atitlone mﬁm.-r it Is A superstitlous white man,
You take the igoorant white people i all those
nonthern countries where the pewra sapeessitinn
floutivh, and they are more besatted in their silly
foar than the colored  race themeelyy it was
Jumt mo inconr vilinge, where fully ane BRI of the
white populatiun conalsted of uneducated irisly
anid Gierman tamillss who bad mosod op friom
Cinelnoatl and added their own racial legeids
and mytha to the deep-roated belief in i tusts and
hulilmub!lul that already enthralled s

“1omy=olf, had Imbibed grewsome tilen by the
wholesale from my lafaniy. At the thine of the
first attack on EI Hulick's monument, lnhemnt
commaon-sense was begloning o assert ieelf
but it was na yet only a puling woakling. and 1
must confess that I in common with the resi
ol the exclted populetion, had mors or less faitli
irl tha prowess of Ell's spirit  Anvway, 1 hod
ust eause 1o belleve in it for « profited from (ts
depredations in a very materinl way, heing or
dered by Mra Hullek o turn out anoitier B400
ntone and set 1t as soon as « possibly could. Wl
and 1 went to work with a will ard by the mididie
of April the second stone was rendy 1o be placed
In posdtion.  We had bath Ialrly ontdone nurselves
and the new stonn was auperior, it such n Vg
wers posalbile, to (s pradecessr,

““The old man’'s got the moat fastidious tasi e
L aver heard of,' said Kyla, 1he day onre work wan
completed,  “If ho chops this 1o pioces we'll be
hard put to it 1o think up something hetter”

“L'knew Kele was right in th s assernan, sl
everybody elue knew tt, but somehow Fii's spieh
hold a different opinion on the mubieos, anid within
less than a weels after that stone was crected. 11,
too, htiad been knocked inio smithereenn  Ex-
cllement wan at flood tide then,  The wilow ac-
ceptedl the strang: manfemation as a sign that
she was doing =omething not sagreeable 10 the
taates of her departed apouse, and nho wea lairly
beslde heesel! with nn:lel{ 1o et Wim pavified

“ ‘Afake another atone, Mr. Jacknon.” she com-
manded, *and tey xoyrlevel best thin time topet up
somethlng that Ell's spitit will approve of, 1
know him, and | know bhe won't glve us a min-
ute's paace U1 he's satisflied

“ln May [ put up my third tombstone. 1 lefi
aft the angel altogethier thas trip, thinkiug that

wrhapy ELl's exper'ence with the genuine article
'Imd proven unsatistariory and that he had de
veloped positive ohjoctions to angels, even though
they were pothing more than marble fmitatio:
Put plainly [t was not the angels thiat weee the
cause of the disturbnuce, for within a few dass
my third effort shared the fate of the flest and
second  This was becoming Inlensels interesting
for me. peckoning from n Ainancial hasin  Each
time Tl splelt went on & rampape L denved an
income therelrom of S48, wluch meant at least
B200 n manth, net after deductiing The cost of the
marble and Kyle's labor — When £ got the fourth
I entared Into a compact with M
hiereby 1 agreed to furnisiy all 1he Mones
ahie might peed In the fiture ar o disconnt gf
twenty five per cent. froma the regular prire. |
theughit thim nothing mote than rght consdd-
ering that the chon~es wero that § shonld have
to keep on supplytue them for <o lone a tme that
noteven Her fat farm could hold ont againsy the
expenss Ineurred by Ell's spirit, provided each
onslaught were palil for at its face volire.

"Altogether 1 efected nine twombstones over
Fil's giave, at the rate of one g month This
ok s ap a November, v that tin it
tion had become desperate.  Mrs= ok lind
stent fur speclmens of earved marhle just &7 500
And not only was she becoming Impaverishiod
Anancially by the deain: ' worse trouble had
arsen.  She was a gooddookine woman, and n
rhnpor--nu farmer in the neigliborhosl who head
i been awake 1o her charms, was rxceedine|
anzlous s marey her. Mreno Huoliek, liepsel!
was quile willing to become a party ‘o the oo
trac., but her conaclence would notaliow hep tada
s uptl Eli's spirit had hoen appessml. She
aften told me all her woes, and in spite of the
good tneome Tderived from their source, T sym
pathlzed with her greatly.

“The nlght after 1 put up the ninth wmdsione
1 decided upon a bt of daring that would linve
beaiy pronounved extremely loollinedy bod o thken
toomy vantdence. AN through e
summer while my m'ulrltm-i inu
e shinlts were being gro
pess, nob one person i oall the o
had dared approach the Hulick graveyard after
iwiliglit fell  Many of the more Umorors wont
Ao far as W turn ther eyes Trom Ve spot wien
they deew near it <ven i the daytme, aned i was
a popular beliof vhat ifanyiunly shiould ook that
way 3 the niehi and chne o ste BUs spunt
at wors, he would be promptly Binded for Jum
terperiiy. ! cuurse, bl swalloved gl these
trdew with avidity, bt in spite of their deprese
etfctmy hirse sense Lad contintied 1o e f
and when the pinth stone had been
veosition T decided thnt bt was tme 1
gravevard and Nnd out just wihag
ing thene 14 was a eold.
made my fiest i

“Uwe adr was thick with mist and Lge and it woe
wi lark | conid searcely see my hand Ladore nie
You may imagine that my seosations were any
thin s hut pleasant, butl heaved up with s swig of
whisliey L had hrought alane for u onse of wn
emergency, ani epared L waten the nlEht
through, 1 teok wp my position tair and squire
paen st the monument, for b owas Boutd Vet
i ri I hﬂ'[llwil without my knowledige. 101

r e stillpess relene I hed atoie
‘hawk | heard the stushiog of Toct in Ve
Lasgplchine bl s
, Dosaw a fam bi i
1 My hale el ol 4 b
iy hreath [or A motieat b reanemily
Loae Uit B s sqair bt wonidbid mnot Do bt sloppe messhanld
inorbiber ook, | neeved mssol Tor the enoauniter
A few more stepe and e Hght was Lgotgeln oo
chose to the tombestone thes ool make out whng
sitonsl Deliind 00 CLhen 1ogave poyoll likea o
manche Insdinp, for the man v bo carried the Hehs
wos i i yle

“loyioand L wers both oo ulterly domlowniled
to say much for several minutos  But finsllv |1
pecovered amd pinped hlin down voa  ponfesslon
“I'tie follow bold hin story straughit from the uldor
He Lindd heany out of work, it soomas for some time
bwfore eomdog o me  His hard tight with oy
erty bod made him dread another eleize of fdlen e,
nnd when he saw that 1 wouldn't have eniugh 1o
Leep him golmg more than & weel or two longor
he was desperalo.  With his native shrowdness bo
divine! what a lot of superstitiouns fools we sl
were, and he worked our weak pilnts for all we
ware worth,  His idea of destroving the first tomib-
wbonn was an lapiration. He acted upon it at »
venture, aml when he found what & benutiful
wrheme he had evolved he continusl to play us
remuraclessly, for he saw thatl so lung as 1 coulid
gt an order for a §400 monumont each mon "

e of a steady Job, and hie felt that b woul)
be willing 10 ake any amount of chances an the
penijantiary to make sure of such a God et ay

rostanid

LT BT
wheht when |

that

“Well, nir, eriminal as that fellow’s story was |
didn’t hiave it in iy heart (o be angey with hum,
and 'l confess that even when be suggesiel, in
oonclusion. 1hat we continue the game in partner-

tend him & helpl ha.f:d Unly that day M,
Hullek's ardent sultor had propossd to me that
could deosien o stone that would quell Fii's reat

I explained this to Kyle and prom-
sed him that if b wauld lay up his hammer and
chine. and retire into the peace which Eli's spns

sarnol, | woull never broailis his seciviio &

e m

-

Kprielt tad so Jonge deprived hier Asfor

Lo T
anciepted the woaltify suitg
tent T spirin dnka tlie limbe o
fulnes ™

A Wenlthy Whilte ¥

Mr. Lapisce ab the time of the i
that Edmond Troxier and hie fon
chitidren wire Uvimer 10 o portion of the
tation  restdence  These  wrcupatin wery gl
disturbed.  On the contrney W Troastor Teentis

with hisle

et  That m
Troxler and the seven
They were deiven 1o 4
rargue, wihel s sdriste
road. 7

with Dhasile Laploee sndd Nageest
(RN VR TEHET T S i T
olddly constoustel  Phogs
bullt separntely from the
which (s a lung 1 |
tha river bank. :
pied by Senator Laplace, while the otlier wing
wan pectipied by Cajlleg

anl Miss Troxler wers seen |
Caillet,  Thesa th
tirsd abont 0 o'cliek
Callley heard 8
Linve gt 10
and begzan dreseine S
ously gone o the front gl
froom his room Ly o onrrow

front yard At that tme Le
“.lm-,- Y out A viojee saud TLel s

back stales and out it the B
ot of a window and saw some thirey
deagwciie Tils employer  These men m
be masked, but he
wr black.  “ThHat was
Laplaco until after 4 o
he fonnd the beily of (e vlantes byvine 0t o
his back in the pubitic r_».'hl,

house.  The louse i 50tanted et 340 T Lo
the rond

him aleo, &l for that reason hid in G
Wlien the {lrnutur 1 el range It o
he returnes

are livir
him,  Fhey crossed the wi
the Inborera' caliing
walked duw'n the pnt

i lover  “The Woved Wi ¢ p
woarchiod but
found.  Flis ra
and Miss droaders room was plso
oy, W bt ey petiened (el
e entire party walked down a ramp ¢
of the loae, sor uear b dediings
levoe they found i Lody, 10w i
& a'elue
Iying on s baes, his foet apars, s
extendod ut rids bt angles rl
whiak he slways carp
awny lay o white hin
waLbed Vo oealry W
Sobid Riant gl o
this rnbins woge i
found vt tie areival of two
Uy (Hobest, Heltran and Al
YT il
I, and the body Iny {acing the heavins whiel
11}

terribde plan Miss Vioxler reper
aver Mo mile of connt
amd glaters lind g2

Lt Al ter dlbsooy epite Wie
Paplave, o Wi b the resi
Fotile Bt Bonde s bk alintan tiu
Jinbse Host's b L
lnlnl.i;‘ were nobiied i

arevalverin

sy Jue hirnkoe 1l

vhbiir

PRI

sacratary of the hogt (= arsl mooiety i)

wodari., The frult was
teiumAa county, At N

| peach is of & rleh

vae
L ouly half ao ounes hesvior, The apple
ship as long as It promised L be sale. T Lndd o | . phse . 1. /8L

hieditnte a minute belore | turned him down. Even |
when 1 did Onally wveto the proposition §atfered |

| apples uf & co
leas wpirit, he would give me 81,000 Iy cash am | i o i
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living soul, but would politely cablinge tlie old
man’s monay oven though 1 was galned under
false pretec ey, and would go halves with him.

Ha gladly consenteddl 4 this arrangement, for he

waa gotting pretly tirsd of the chopping bosiness,
This coutse, an sugiested by me, may have sn

| yored somewnat of dishonesty, but In dealing with

Kyloit was my only allernative  OF porirse, we

might lave gone on impersipatiog Flis w;--t‘l: |

until thie whole Hulick lortune lind been ounves
inte mbstones, but T folt traly soeey fur Mrs

Hullek and was really anxioue to hiave lier on

ter nto the rest of which BL's pueinnclone

ige Kele, that ton, was ot of e gy I

Yo will remerbice that 1 osabid by dhe Yee i in
(4

1
hnve a conwctence  That would  tot nilow m |
A daat pemort 1

those Ahings sy,

ML man) thiiem
ttormal forget
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LSHDt Dawn by o Mol
In Lnuislnnn.

From e New tirlennn |
Lo Lns om0 The i

W ol Noatop

Dastle Laplave by ancaemed s Tast ooy Lo
naturally eranted vors b nses e hemony e ok
out St hatien paristhe.  Mr Lapince as tin b
o1 tond of th parists vers e un Yinig
awvos abion winlpState o pol sttt pedites bas
made: him o funsibine G ocae Vet i publia
The metlind of execution adomel by the voswd
Was, tesay the benst coosmmdly, Tt Gy pevss wet tiem
rumurad Lere as gehyen by tlie peaple n En
fur artion of the mod

Alwmta senn L O T L T Ll dntie
from St John parsh tor Fame st planta
which ho gmirobneed B O anies Ao uthi o

amer [Tounr]
of wiglhit
Il plan

the manager of oot and wiapet yremdsd e
planting of this vines im0y Nvong thivoe |
elght chlidren: whi are mothepess, (e 18 one
who hasarrived ot e aee of wonrbos sl Ming
Lydin is a womnn of vy LA ST E RSN O e 15
At constant assoctetion, n inol ol ity knew
odige and A desite for 8 advant seees o T sl
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