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NEERED BY MORTGAGE SHARKS, called farmn  Well, Coolidge made in commis- | few months, and we were an ignorant as Hotten-

tern Investors Rent Their Milllons so
Freely That the Sharks Had to Bex the
Kansans to Borrow-Towns That Disap.
peared  When the Hoem Hroke.

Ganpen Crry, Kan, Nov. 30 - “Whils the mori-
gagt detd of Kanaas haa been reduced, becanse
of unusual corn and wheat ylelda, abeut £56,000,-
000 during the last three years, over 860,000,000
o Fastern money has been hopelessly sunk in
motiEAKe and bond loans In wesiern Kansas
and Nebraska and eastern Colarado,” sald former
Suate Auditor Scott the other day.  “For lnstance,
Carnell University at lthica, N. Y., han recently
ahatndoned socalled farm lands in western Kan-
gax 10 which It obtained a deed by foreclosure of
potigages, and has thereby given up bope of
ever gpeiting back any of the 887,000 it loaned there
n 1598 1 know a savings bank in Hrooklyn
(hat Hasduring thelast six months let go for
tazea lands upon which it once loaned upward
of $100000, and then pald 840,000 more to get
dends and to keep up annual taxes. Over al
floyes Uity A man last month bought a tax title
fur 8400 1o the whole site of & clly, where twelve
yAATS AZL BOmE $150,000 of Connecticut money
was spent in municipal improvemenia, such as
waler works and sewers and clecirle lighe  In
tha forthwestern Kansas counties of Maorton,
Seward Haskell and Meads there bave been
ghandonmd during the last few years bundreds
ot ihousands of acres of land upon which people
{n New York, New England, New Jersey and
wpially Pennayivania loaned thelr money at
e tate of & and 87 an acra. Ten years have
demonsteated that the reglon of the greal erntral
plains west of the twenty wsecond parallel and sas
of tha tmeniy elghth parallel can never be made
farme croept in spots where the land lies just
nght and itrigation is practicable.  The vas
ares f prairie Iand between these paralicls pever
pan teenn cther than grazing land, and 18 some
wears 11 Las been mighty poot fof even that The
peckiens waste of hardearned Eastern caplial

sons on loans over 000 in 1887 alone, and be- | 1uis of the world ouiside, 1 anything l:,t

aldes lie turned some 8200, 000 af second MOrueAges
and 830,000 in canh into the company as its slinre
of the profits during the mame year. | ruull]
st here Tor hoirs and tell you of how so-calleg
fnrrus out on the bleak plains, where only buf.
falograss over grow, were valued nt §1,600, §2,000
And §3,000 hy the agent, and how good hard
maney was loaned upon them at such valuations,
I'hie same lands were never it for inors than graz.
fow, and not one of the farms 18 worth o da:
over $100, and pever will be more yvaluable, |
1ot of inen asked for loans of 8000 on their farma,
anil were asked by the agent to take 82,000, The
agent deductsd hin commission of 10 per cent
ol the money put on the property when the money
was pald.  Not one (o twenty of those buflale
1rnm farms ever had o lek of work tmt tpn
them after the money was loaned,  When e
Fastern morigages came (o B that his intercst
was not paid, and that taxes and penasliies and
foriettbures hsd acoumulated for several years,
he generaly abandoned the investment as wortli:
less. e was wise there.  Hut here amd thers
"were some opiimistle and hopeful morgagees
who paid a lot mare money for foreclosure, and
then pald taves for six and seven yeoars, all tha
while hoping that the wheel of foriune might turn
same day and the land might become oncs mors
worilh at least the extraordinary valuation put

upon {1 by the loan agent  Almost all of them |

have lately boen abandoning the land and let
Hm‘rll o for taxen

“The sirapnge thing about 99 per cent of the
loans made for Eastern peopls I that the investors
themselves had phenomennal confldence in loan
ngenis whom they wever saw, and in propery
they had absolutely no knowlalge of excejt hy
the tales told them o letiers fromy agents on the
revnie of operations  Very low of the jeojle who
st their savites of a liletime ot o wesiern
Katsas to be (nvested at faney rates of interest
had ever been west of the Missisaipid 1 know
utte ol man 1o Albany, N Y, who sttt 857200
all the poney he and his wile had saved in forty
years of ecotomy and hard latsie  toa man whom

o had never seen o be loaned upen what he
knew asimproved Weatern lands } he Easterner
had never bven cven west of Butfale, and Le had
lrarned of the Westorn agent only the
vertisement in the Albany man's der
NaW a]n pey In two weeks the Alha
wasall invested, but the improved farms ¢
of wild grashiuge lands ppon which  the
hiad Ladit a thiriy dollae shanty . and had
four or five por v m yeer the= 10
ped by the agrut himsell from oihiee investors'
meney, but wlen the erash canie the ol gentle
man came out here and saw that all his woney

a livin { w stick It out. 1 walked
millos um(:"illl l;n; 1'3;” feet 1o wave shoe leather,

10 ket & week' k al ditching for an lrrigatio
e " wor ‘m“'u

company. My wile and | gol A contrac
the men in the dlh-hm'f 1'lllll
Nty miles with our children to Bl the contract,

That gave ua our first 870 We boughi (wo cows
with that and felt oiioe more prosperous. | bought

A schoulbook for my boy, and at the age of mix
we tanght him his leliers  Then we moved to
A farm thag hatl Deen morggaged for 83,000 in
1880, and that liad been abandoned for taxes
We had our pick of about 32,000 acees of land
o Wiat reglon, for it liad all been let go by BEastern
morigagres for taxes sl delinguencies and Were
wan ol a persan left for mileas around

“Then we began dajrying with two eiws and
a8 eall. 1 worked for the rallroad as track man
anil ran the farm and cowe oo We lived like
wavagen and weldom saw white folks except un
the passing varm We never spent & penng un
tovessarily fur seven years 110 was all work
and planning o kot & living. 1 traded my cows
fur & butich of seven Tesas steers, and then with
the Incteass began to get abead.  When hecl
climbed up in value 1 made a little mon. money
all the time. T bought more catile on trust and came
came ont all right.  Twa vears ago 1 made 8400
in one vear and put 11 all in more cattle.  Last
i\- r 1k ahe same andd now 1 believe 1 have aboul
LS00 in my liude hend, and have a Tiouse that
vost ma 8100 We live yretty fine nowadays
comparsd with what 11 used 1o be, but it is very
primitive still My wife and [ indulged in 820
worth of new clothes lnst year, and i1 seomed
like old tigies to spend mopey so freely. We
have had a hard rustle. and we have mianagel
to keep our health  ‘That Is a wonder We
have four childeon, aod now we belirve we ree
the wun breaking through the clowds orver us
All these nine vears we have never let any of our
Eastern rolatives know but that we have lived
comfortably but economically ®

SHOT HNER HUSHAND DEAD.

Mrs. Lankford Sald She Did It Becanse of
His Attention to Other Womean,

Darras, Tox , Nov. 50~ About midnight Iast
nleht, at the village of Harraburg, Tex., the
community wis startlod by four pistol sahots {o
the home of Dr. veorge W. Lankford. The
st per<ons to enter wers met by M.
Poankford, who anld that she had shot her has-
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The Holiday Toy Store is at its Brightest and
Best now---and now is the time to do your Buying.

Let us begin this announcement with a word of advice. Do your
buying early. Why will people wait till the last moment, with
its inevitable rush and crush, when they can make their selections
now leisurely and comfortably, and at the same time get the ad-
vantage of the best and fullest assortments. We hope you will
be one of the carly buyers.  We'll hold your purchase and deliver
it on Christmas Eve or at any other time you order it sent to its
destination,

Our Holiday Toy displays have always been notable for their
size and attractiveness—but we hav2 never been able to exhibit
such an extensive collection of playthings as are now on view on
the fourth tloor of the New Building. We doubt if you'll find

anything to equal it anywhere, either in this country or Europe.
There's almost no end to the Toys and Dolls and Games. The
thousands of old favorites are augmented with thousands of new
contrivances--all designed to make young hearts happy. In such
an unusual gathering you're apt to look for unusual values and no

bt e iiae o Arentionn o mnar women | ONE Who comes here will be disappointed in this respect, for prices were never so pleasingly low.
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prremrnt eompanien out bere Bas been mome- | THo mik o nersaiive outimate of the losers | A U0 SRICTSSRCHES BITe ORI 4N e The display of fine mechanical Toys is particularly worthy of attention. The foremost maker of these ingenious contrivances
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il M Bansole laeh was tnvartane | in France has furnished us with a number of original models that are really remarkable.  You'll enjoy seeing them as much as your
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g1 Lantern money lenders bave beem able 1o | Kave now vasished “and banks stid coreraiions | Leutife] woman, & daiighteraf the Inte Casts A figure that was originally intended for the Paris Exposition, but which we induced the designer to let us have, is that of a Freneh Sertbe, who sits at a
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i R ® nothing fo el What amenint o inods wete mid | 88C CIYE WRTS: Stiw TARRICES has Dees table writing a letter by lamp light.  He falls asleep and the lamp goes out.  After a while he wakes, re-lights the lamp, and goes on with his letter.  The move-
& o hably £ region 18 (be Uaivd Staten ban | Srdey. himn b e CTA.TE BRI o || ATfred Bimith. Revaralls g ahe shot + Ments are wonderfully realistic.

kel e Sl ML S, T L U Another figure is that of a Magician, who stands fanning himself.  He raises the fan to his face and when he removes it, lo, and behold, his head has dis-
nn Wi siatar's quacrel Dr. Lankford tormerly appeared. He then raises a box from the table beside him and shows his head beneath it.  Then he replaces the box, lifts the fan once more and upon again
esiged in Houstop

_ e removing it his head reappears in its proper place.  Truly a marvelous performance.

ok Dl X Other figures are the Serpentine Man-—The Artist—The Clown Conjuror—Milady at the Piano, ete.—all equally fascinating.
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