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Let the National Banks Go!
The debt refunding scheme, which the
Benate Finance Committes has attachel to
the House Currency bill, 18 avowedly

intended for the benefit of the national |

It proposes to creats $5850,000,000
thirty-year Governwment

banks.
of 2 per cent.
bonds, in order that the banks may take
out oiroulating notes against them to their
par value, paying on the notes & tax of only
3, per cent. per annum, and olearing on
them a profit of 1}4 per oent. per annum.

By the provisions of the National Bank
aot, theGovernment not only guarantees in-
directly through its bonds the redemption
of national bank currency, but undertakes,
directly, should any national baok fail, to
redeem ite notes at onee, selling tho bonds
afterward to reimburse itself. 1f the bonds
should fail to produce enough to repay what
has thus been paid out, the Government
gets baok the deficlency only after the
pank's assets, on which it has a prior lien
for it, are liquidated.

Furthermore, when any national bank,
for any reason, surrenders its elreulation,
it pays the Government an equal amount of
lawful money, and the Government there-
upon assumes paywent of the olreulation.
The notes thus surrendered become, there-
fore, the direct debt of the Government.
They amounted, in the aggregate, at the
beginning of this wouth, to more than
$36,000,000.

The Government
work of engraving and printing the national

also

bank notes, and of redeewming thew out of

a 5 per cent. fundof lawlul money furnished |

It also |
| tician he is supposed to be, {f he doesn't en-

by the banks for the purpose.
maintains at an annual expense of over
$200,000, the department of the Comp-
troller of the Currency at Washington, with

nearly one hundred clerks, besides a num- |
ber of special examiners pald by the banks, |
to supervise the affairs of 4,700 national |

banks and to protect the publio agalnst
1es by their mismanagement,

The sole justification for all this expense [
ind labor istheturnishing to the people of a ‘

ffe apd sound paper currency. It is not
pretended that State supervision would not,
In other respects, as amply suffice toensure
the solvency of banking corporations, as
that of the Federal Government. Itis only
Because the pational banksissue circulating
notes W serve as woney that the Federal
Government takes charge of them,

Of the two Cone-
gress, both provide for the waintenance of

currency bills before

a paper currency issucd directly by the
Government, and tor its redemption in gold
on demand by a sufficient gold redemption
fund. Ope or the other of these two bills
is pretty sure to bhecome a law.  Then, tho
Government notes will be as nearly a per-
fect form of paper money as human wit can
devige. The Government, if all else fails,
con, to redecm 8 notes, always levy and
collect taxes or sell bonds, whereas banks
must wait upon their debtors, and, possibly,
fail to collect the whole of what these debte
ors owe them.

Theso things being so, the perpetuation
of the natlonal bank systemn becomes not

only unpecessary, but a souree of useless |
! have been framed in the interests of neu-

expense to the pation. In the course of
ahe next two years, the charters of most
of the national banks expire and need not
be extended. If their stockholders desire
to continue in business they can reineors
porate under State laws, losing only the
privilege of issuing circulating notes, which
In

place of the circulation which will thus be

never should have been given them,

retired, the Governmwent can issue an equal
amount of {ts own notes i redemption of
an equal amount of bouds, and thus both
prevent a contraction of the currency and
save considerable Interest

" To make the perpetuation of national
bank currency a part of the Republican
programme, is to ralse. deliberately and
unnecessarily, an issue which the party of
Bryanism will be only too happvy to take
gp. The question for the Republican party

ie: Shall we, by eutering the pext Prosis
dential campaign as the champions of

national bapk moneyv, give to the cause of

Bryanism a strength it could not otherwise | ,
4 | High Court of Justice, first, to the Court of

hope for, or shall we let the banks go?
Common sense s in favor of answering
the question agalnst tho bauks Let the

petional bapks go!

A New Dssue for the Colonel,

Glimmering aiong the banks of the Mise
which is worthy to

gisslppl s an
flluminate  the

Insie

Dewocratie  tabernacle,

Last week the Clayton Twentieth Century

Club was formed in St. Louis county, Mo,

Its purpose is to instil into the public mind
the conviction that the twenticth century
began on Jan. 1, and that an ausious world
Among

peed not wait another year for it,
tho members are the Sceretary, Dr. CASTER,

whose rolling name suggests the majestie
motion of the centuries; the Hon. JAMES
ALEXANDEER JONES, Judge Prrer KerTH,

Circult Clerk HonvrooHer and the
James Toxa.  The President,

Hon,

———

- RO

carries on tho;

| eostly

a lawyer

theory 1,000 years had elapsed last New Year's Day.
I do not sse how any one at all versed i mathe
matios can figure otherwise,”

President STEvENS and his brethren of
the Twentioth Century Club are gratifying
mathewaticians. They hold that as twelve
months wake a year, nipety-nipe years
make a®entury. Their equation is 1890 =
1800. We are glad tolearn from the news

columns of the St. Louis Republic that the |
“Up o a week ago there |

club is growing.
were but few psople in Clayton who be-

lieved that the dawn of the oentury was
upon them.” Now the number of the be- '
lievers waxes and the number of the un- |
To be sure, Deputy |

|

bellevers wanes.
Sheriff JoHN OSBORNE, State Scnator Mar
THEWS, and FRED and JONN AUTENRIETH,
still cling desperately to the nineteenth
ocntury, but what can all their eloquence |
and all their ingenuity do against that
fascinating equation, 1809 = 19007

The struggle between the nineteenth oen- l

tury and the twentieth has hidden all
meaner subjects out of sight in Clayton,
“the Blessing franchise, the exteusion of |
the city's water system, the building of the
Meramee bridge and similar local issues
having been relegated to the rear.” From
Clayton the one great issue will spread over
Missouri and over the rest of the country.
Wa are much mistaken if the Democrats do
not begin to see 4 great light. Col. BRYAN
has been go busy with his sporting and his
spouting that he has hardly had time to
study the century issue, but it will appeal
to him at once. It is genuine Chicago plat-
form stuff. Asa mathematical proposition,
it is an inevitable corollary or addendum
to Sixteen to One. Here are the two sub-
lime truths, born for each other:
“ B0 cents = $1."
CIRON - 1000,

Bince tie {s money, the propositions may
be regarded as, in a sense, identical. The
second completes the first.

Now what are the non-producing classecs,

|

after ruining the hopes of humanity by de-
monetizing silver, trying to do? They are
trying to set back the world, to rob the
producing classes of a vear, to persuade
them that they are living in the nineteenth |
century, when, as the Clayton Twentioth |
Century Club and other notable chrono-
logical and mathematical authorities de- |
light to show, they are living in the twen-
tieth century. Even if Col. BRYaN could |
resist that true Democratic equation 1809 = |

1900, Le could not resist the wail of suffer- |
ing humanity, whimpering for a new cen- |
tury of whieh it has been robbed by the |
Money Power. There can be no douht!
about the matter. The same nefarious
hands that uphold the gold standard are
now foreing the nineteenth century upon
the country and the world. The Crime of
1873 was chicken stealing compared with ]
this enormous Crime of 1900,

Col. BryaN is not the man and mathema-

rol himsel! among the Twentieth Century-
ites, add 1500« 1000 to Bixteen to One,
and proclaim everywhere an issue of much |
more living force than aoti-imperialism |
or anti-Trusts.

Neutral Rights and American Food
Producers.

As a neutral power, the United States
unquestionably owe certain duties to both !
the belligerents in the present war, and, |
thus far, we have fulfilled them scrupu-'
lously. It behooves us, however, to remems |

| ber that there are other duties, no lcssl

binding, imposed upon us by our neutral
status. By a common interest and by the |
common duty to promote the progreses of '
civilization, we are bound to stand forth
with other neutral powers, some of which,
like Holland and Portugal, are feeble, and
to uphold the rights of neutrals, rights
upon which England herself may one day
rely for her national existence. It is not
onur business, however, to point out to the
British Government how seriously Eng-
land’s future welfare may be compromised
by the assertion of the prineiple that food
ig contraband of war. We may leave that |
function to Lord RosEBERY, who has shown
himsel! ready to discharge it. We ghall
have quite enough to do if we show our-
selves properly alive to a paramount and |
urgent obligation, the duty, namely, of |
safeguarding the actual and prospective
interests of Ameriean food producers,

Wao do but state a patent fact when we
say that the United States export moro
breadstufis than all the other countries on
the globe combined. It 18 also undeniable
that of food staples other than breadstuffs |
we are the principal purveyors. We are
thus vitally concerned in the maintenance
of those rules of international law which

trale. Those rules are: First: a free ship
makes fren goods, that is to sav, even an
onemv's goods, if eonveyed under a neutral
flag, are exempt from eapture. Secondly: |
neutral goods are exempt from capture, |
even when found on to:rd an enemy’s ves-
gel, Thirdly: food is not contraband of |
war, unlegs it can be specifically shown to |
be bound for an enemy’s port, which {8 ‘
blockaded at the time.

Now, unless our export of food staples is
to be interrupted for monthg, vhich inters
ruption would inevitably cause indus-
trial and financial calamity, it {8 obvious
that the rules above cited must operate as
preventives, They must avert selzures of
American food staples under the conditions
specified.  We cannot tolerate repeated
violations of those rules on the plea that, if
infringements of them can be shown here-
after to the satisfaction of a prize court,
due compensation will ba made to the in-
jured parties. Our breadstuffs would soon
ceased to be shipped if the sole remedy for
seizures was to be sought by the slow and
process of litigation. It must
be remembered that an appeal lies in
England from the Admiralty Division of the

Appeal, and thenee to the House of Lords,
while, from the Vice-Admiralty Courts
abroad an appeal lies to the Judicial Com-
mitteo of the Privy Couneil,
exposae themselves to tho risk of becoming
involved in expensive lawsuits that would
last for many months, if not for years,
shippers would decline to invest money in
the purchase of American grain and flour,
and our breadstuffs would, accordingly, be
left lying in the hands of their producers.

What would be the economical and finan- |

clal consequences of a sudden stoppage of
our food export trade? Wa know what

happened at the time of JEFFERSON'S

Embargo: Bankruptey and ruin were the |
outeome of that obstruction to the free out- |
flow of our surplus products. Nor would it |

ba only tha American farmer who would

suffer because his surplus grain was ren-i
dered valueless; the railways would oease |

Sooner than |

g AL

‘mld dwindle almost to the vanishing

point. The truth ls that our export of food
staples is the vital nerve of our whole
economical system. Touch that, and the
whole organlsm shivers,

It is the tundamental duty of our Gov-

" ernment to protect with the utmost vigi-

lance the actual and prospective interests
of our food producers, To do this we must
uphold, in the fullest sonse and with the
utmost rigor, the rights of neutral States

in time of war., We must do it now, and |
| olutionary policies of the McKinley Ad-

not wait for a tremendous crisis, when,
amid the shock and agony of & world-
embracing contest, proofs of our own re-
missness and lack of foresight may be
urged agalust us.

Eongland in War,

That Epgland should feel a sense of
humillation because of the defeats of Its
armies in South Africa by a relatively puny
toe, i8 explainable. Those armivs are made
up of its best regular troops, yet they have
all and almost upiformly been beaten by
the Boer farmer volunteers and a great
part of them are now prisoners in the
hands of their numerically fecble cnewmy.
When, however, we read in London news-
papers of the spléendid example of heroic
self-control afforded by the English people
in thig emergency and under this demon-
stration so painful to them, we cunnot see
the ground for such self-celebration.

What else is there for England to do ex-
cept submit to ite punishment? Who has
expected that the English people would ery
out like whipped children and in their rage
kick vainly against accomplished facts; lie
down in the dust and go into hysterics be-
cause they were not able to do what they
had no reason to expect they could acconi-
plish? Other nationg have been defeated in
their military undertakines. What example
does history afford of any great people fail-
ing in self-control in the face of far heavier

disasters? As compared with France at
the hands of Germany, Rus-in at the
hands of tho allies, thig country in the

terrible four years of the Clvil War, and
Spain in it late war with us, England has
only begun to feel tha smart of war. All
told, it has not lost in kilied and wounded
in South Africa a8 wany as have fallen in
many a single engagement in battjes of

tho last half century, even where thoy were |

of third-rate cousequence only, tor no action

| approaching the measura of a great battle

has yet been fought in South Africa. Rela-
tively, the casualtios have been fow ; there
has not been a regular stand-up flght, per-
sisted in to the end of possible endurance,
throughout the three months' South African
campaign.
war so far inflicted on Eogzland have been
trifling as compared with those borne hy
all other nations of first-clags position in
the modern world, The engagements in

South Africa have boon skirmishes rather |

thau battles,

sShall England then be
terrible war, when it has as yvet received a
tew scratches only? Isa people dominat-

ing a quarter of the population of the globe |

deserving of the reputation of notably
heroie tortitude because it has been able to
maintain some degree of its composiure in
a war of three months' reverses against

two numerically petty republies? Is the |

self<control which restrains it from despair
unexampled ?

How, too, about the fortitude and the
self-control of the Boersin their desporate
struggle against the British Empire, sup-
posedly the most powerful and the most
indomitable since Rome ruled the world?

Wkat to Do in the Roberts Case,

A despateh printed in Tue Svy yesterday
brought the wholesome news that a -
jority of the House comumittee engaged in
investigating the right of Roprrrs, the
Mormon, to his seat as a Representative
realize that a blunder has bheen committed

| in endeavoring to prevent ROBERTS from

taking his scat. If this accurately describes
the committee's state of mind their proper
course is ope of extrome shwplicity wod
Case.

Assuming that RoBERTS is eligible so far
as it concerns his citizenship, let him be
seated, in accordance with the requires
ments of the Federal Constitution, What

the House should do then is not now a sub- |

jeet for consideration. What disappolnt-
ment or mortification the committes may
feel at not finding justification for exelud-
ing ROBERTS as they had evidoatly set out
to exclude him, is of no importance,

For several years past the Domocrats
have been handing over to the Republicans
the responsibility and the reputation for
understanding the Federa! law and defends
ing it. It would be inconceivable folly
for a Republican House of Representatives
wantonly to begin a reversal of this process,
That it would do assuredly if |
bar ROBERTS from the Honuse of Repre sonta-
tives on the zrounds Lrst advocated by
the Tayler committen,

P ————

Senator TELLER of Colorado says that
his State is having good times aud I8 going to
have better She is the cr-at vo'd Swuate in
spite of her lamentationsabont s iver. She hus
*“more coal and bettercoal than Pennsylvania.'
Yet Mr. TELLEL still eries forsiver, As with

should

somaoy other of the silver wean this vear, he |

secms to speak {rom habit,

It was supposed that eloquence had made |

its highest teap when Governor Loy StupHeNs
of Missouri saluted the members of the St
Louis Anti-Trust Conference as * saplent sons
of sainted sires,” but a rnew record has beon
made in Pike county, Ind. Judge Dirton, who
wantstorepresent the First Congrassdistriot {n
the House of Kepresentatives, agroes with the
Hon. Dave DE AuMOND that the capital should
be removed from Washington to =t [, uis. i+
believes that Washington 1s Ledevilled by tha
Money Devil, whereas Bt. Louis is as swoet as
clover and as inpoeent as a Populist copvens-
tion. Hear him:

“All hatl 5t. Louis! We salute thee, capital of ths
mightiest Republic. the mightiest Nation the world
has ever seon . to thee we shall flow trom the
lential vapors of the East and eliig to the horns of
the altars of the South, North and West, and take
refuge from the polsonons upas tree that has =0
nearly proven fatal o the riglts of the plaiu
people”’

A place so remarkably well furnished with

posti

| altar horns as 8t, Louls seems to Le ought to

be patronized by ail fugitives frowm the pestis
lential vapors of the Euast.

Entering upen his second term tho Social-
{st Mayor of Haverhill, Mass., says that * the
ayes of the toilers of the world are lixed upon
Haverhill.” The world s tolerably full of
events and interests, but to this worthy man

he and Haverhill are all there is worth looking |

at. Thus his sublime labors are liable to he
hampered a little by his swelling salfecon-
sciousness

The Hon. JOHN PARDON ALTGELD scems

n.‘\

, of leadership and proolamations.

I'ne sorrows and sufferings of |

credited with |
supremo patience in braving the pain of |

U way from Co'enso passing between the eastern

strult or ecreek of the same name. Conld
they have retaimed  possession of the two
Chills and had time to mount guns on

| them., the Hoers would have been fo a posie

| new intrenchments

pearing to be at a standstill,

Viwecast  Cane Dem, Pop'r Elec’l New

Yoar in 7.8 d dale vite, vols, vie vole
1828 1,160,825 Jacksoa, 447,231 B8 AR (151
1852 8,188,201 Pleres,  1,401474 51 84 100
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is philosophical, o%2sisting entirely of thought, , WAR LETTERS FROM SOUTH APRICA, !

with a trifling expouso for paper, engraving |
and printing. Like some of the Brooklyn |
Bryanites Mr. ALTOELD seems to regard silver
as merely provisional. He wants the worst
money that can be made.

The Hon, DAVID ABsALOM DE ARMOXD, |
M. C, of Missouri, was not chosen (o lead the
House Democrats, but he continues to be full
He " ocalls
on all Democrats and all lovers of liberty
to unite and vote solidly against the rev-

ministration.” He (nsists that “‘the trend |
of political thought In the Republican
party is from a republic to an empire,” &
remark so conspiouous for wisdom that |
vven the Hon, CmamMp CLARE might be

proud of {t. When a word like “trend " I
gets hold of the Hon. Dave Dk ARMOND

it shakes him up tremendously and strange |
things come out of his verstiginous intel-

lectuals. When we see DAVID ABSALOM 8pin-

niog and shouting about the “lust of power” |
und " the glory of despotism,” we are reminded |
of that wooden spoon, dressed as a doll, whieh l
Mr DarwiN saw In Keeling Island; that
«ilted spoon which went mad and danced at
the full of the moon,

It is sad to read that Attorney-General
Crow of Missourl is going to apply for a
Federal injunction to prevent the waters of the
Mississippi from being contaminated by asso-
clating with those of Lake Michigan and the
Chicago Drainage Canal. Even ifthe somewhat
excessive fears of the 8t. Louis people werv
Justifled, is it cot better to run alittle risk than
to consent to government by {njunction? Be-
sides, real fish, uncooked, have been caught in
the Chicago River, whose rich, brilliant and
flery genius must be only a memory henceforth
St. Louis should be more nelg hborly.

The Hon. Ricnaegp F. PrrTiorew is telling
l.;mv he would fight if be were & Fil pino —Balhmore
mirwan,

Why "if?" What {s the ever-pettigrewing
PETTIGREW but aspecimen, and a mighty poor
one, of the proclaiming and declaiming cheap
Tekal demagogue?

The Hon. GoLpEN RuLe JoNes of Toledo,
“non-partisan Soclalist” and Jonesite, says it
cost him about $83,000 to run for Governor of
Ohio last year This seems a little luxurious,
but Mr. JoxNgs is able to enjoy himself, and we
hope he got his money's worth, He omittad to
say whather the Hon. Jouy Rorrn McLEAN
contributed anything toward paying the ox-
penses of the entertainment,

e e . e S

GRAVE SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The Boer assaults on Raturday on the British I
positions at Casar's Camp and Wagon Hill, a
westerly spur of Bester’s Hill, on which the
tormer is situated, appear according to Gen,
White's roport to have been delivered with
great determination and only finally repulsed
by equal determinationon the British side. At
some parts of the line the conflict surged
back and forth with uncertain issue, the
Fritish intrenchments being  three times
carriad hy the Boers and as often retaken by
the British: and one part of the British posi-
tion was held the whole day by the Boers until
recaptured by the British at dusk. By the
official accounts the flghting seems to have
been the hardest of the war; and judging by
the important s'rategical vosition occupied by
the two points menticned in relation both to
the defence and attack of Ladysmith, it may
ba renewed at any moment, for evidently
Gen.  Joubert cowsiders their possession
ogsential to the success of some object he
has in view. The two hills, Bester's and
Wagon, stand in a loop of the Klip River
to the southeast of Ladysmith with the rail-

foot of Vester's Hill and the river. About
two miles to the westward of Wagon Hill the |
mam road from Colenso to Ladysmith on that
round from Onderbrook on the

suole clreles

to enfilade the British camp
in Laiysmith from a distance of about
thirty«flve hondred vards, but would have
had tull command of the roads from Colenso to
the west and cast of the hills a8 well, that on
the ca-t side being doubly commanded by the
gurson Isumbulwana Hill, That both sides
shoud stubbornly contest the possession ol
those positions s casy tounderstand under the
circumstances, and it will be very interesting
to seg whether Gen, Joubert has renounced his
desire to obtain hold of them,

The demoanstration by Gen, Clery's division
toward Colenso and Inhlawe Hil seems to
have had oo ellect on the 1ssue of the ighting
at Lady=smith, and has been ridieuled by that
portion of the London press hostile to Gen,
Puller. The satistaction in London over the
defeat of the Loerassaults is naturally great,
for it is the flrst ray of light in a decidedly
sombre outlook

T he serious acmident to the column that ate
tempted the seizure of a position near Colese
berg hold the Boers, reported by Gen.
French, and the surrender of Kuruman are in
1 measure an offset to the suceess at Ladye

tion not onily

smith, the latter more particu'arly on .a.,--l
eount of its effect  on the natives The!
aree that captured Kuruman {8 now freo !
to aia o the reduction of Mafeking or
recn orce Gen, Cronje's command  between |
Kimberley and the Moddar River. On this

front the Boers are reported to be throwingup
anl mounting guns at
on'y three wiies from the British position on
the bank of the river, across which Gen. Meth-
uen reports that athird pontoon bridege has
int bean completed by his eugivoars within

the Hmits of his eamp |
from London states that the |

Britt<h War Ofiee, considering the possibility 1
of u disaster to the British arms {n Natal, has |
yedered the strenagthening of the defences at |
Durtan,  wnt the  road from  Pleter- |
maritzhurg to  the eccast  is  receiving '
particular attention,  What the meaning of |
this may be i< not very ¢lear, unless it is to Lo I
|

!

|

|

|

A\ despatel

connectad  with the recent rumors thut a
large section of the DBasutos, whose country
flanks the Lritish advance in Natal are ready
to moke common enusa with the Boers against
the Prit sh, It 1s not more than a fortnight
wea that ~ame of the Basutos, friendly to the
Povrs went up to Pretoria with the Fras State
Government inteeppetar to verify the pres.
enee of a larze body of British prisoners

there, the reports of their eapture hav.
ing bheen denied by the  DBritish  in
Fasutoland,  The condition of thines in
Cupe Colony itself also seems eritical, precau-
tions on'y eompatible with a state of actual

Jeenin Caps Town itself, Neither

wshierg nor Sterkstroom is there any
news of impor ance, things at both poiots ap-

Short History of the Democratic Vote.
Toaun Fprion of Tug Sus—=8o The figures be.
1ow are being presented to us common people, the
reuk and dle of the Democratio party. as facts:
Pr. el afvolecast,

If these are fucts, we would like to inquire; Why
have the press and leaders of our party been mise
jesding us’  Are they presuming upon our ignos
ranoo in an etfort to control our votes? Upon what
srounds do they base the popularity of the Chicago
platform or Mr Bryan?

Wa think these questions. and the soswers there
to, worthy of consideration and publicity.

Laxe iy, Fla, Jan, &5 F H. Curyord

His Second Stlver Wedding.
From the Boston Herald.
FircusUie, Jan 4.=Dr and Mrs. A. W, 8i1ney

| the Gloucester Regiment and

| out,

1 of us and opened fire,

| eession of hills about 1 000 fee

I - —
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WbhAL British OMcers and Soldiers Are Writ.
iog Howe~Boer Kindoess to Prisoners
=Fighting on Empty Stomachs-How It
Feels to Bo Trapped—Woman Hears o

Shell.

From tha London Dasly Chromcie,

Becond Lieut, C. E. Kinahan of the Royal
Irish Fusillers, writing to his father, Mr. G. 1",
Kinahan, Bagshott, trom Staatsmodel Schule,
P'retoria, says:

We ware all taken prisoners, together with
a buttery of
mountain artitlery, which accounts forus belng
in Proetoria so soon. We went out at night to
occupy a hill right in the midst of the epemy
in order to protect White's flank foran intended
attock noxt day. Everybody knew that to he
able to relieve us he would have to be entirely
successfu!, and from what we hear he was not
As we were going up the hill in the dark a

small party of  Boers dashed through
jour ammunition mules, causing thom to
stampede, Hy this move we lost ull our mules

(2001, and with them_ all our ammunition and
artlllery. Wostarted fightingat 5 A. M., and
inafew hours' time the Boers were firing on
us from all four sides, until by 2 o'cloek they
were firing at about 200 yards range and doing
fearful ‘execution,  You don't know what it
means shooting at a Boer:; he is behind o rock
and all you cun ever seo I8 hia rifle sticking
For tho tast hourof the fight Thad a rifle
and ammunition which [ took from adead man,
and blazed away for all I was worth, Then we
fixed bavonets and prepared for a rush when
the coase fire =ounted We were all then
tikon prisoners, except two officers killed and
eight wounded, and marched to the
langer, and sent off that night to a station
twenty miles distant in wagons. While we
were in their langer they treated us extremely
welland gave us tood and tobacco.  All vou
read about tho Boers in England 18 absolutely
untrae ; they are most kind to the wounded and
prisoners, lookinga'terthem as well as their
own wounded, and apything they've got
they will give you it you ask them,
even Il they deprive themselves. We came
un  to  Pretorin  in  firat-class  sleeping
carriages, and the way they treated us was
most considerate, feeding us and giving
us coffee every time we stopped. Tho day
we arrived wo took up quarters on the race-
courge, but we have hoen moved into a fine
hrick building. with baths, electrie light. &e.
They provide us with evaerything, from clothes
down to tooth brushes. They also feed us,
and we are constantly getting presents of
vegetables and cigars from private people
In fuct, wa can have everything we like axcept
our liberty: for some reason or other they
won't at present give us parole, and we
are surrounded by sentries, There are elose
upon fitty officers in this bwilding, and thev
have got apy number of wounded ones in dif-
frerent places. They sav they won't exchange
the officers at anv price ™

A letter, dated Nov. 20, reeeived from Alex-
ander and Robert Carlyle, Argyll and Suther-
land Higblanders, adressal to their father in
Duwmfries regarding the battle of Modder River,
wAYS

“Bullets and shel!ls were falling among us
and zoing over our heads in hundreds Tt bes
ean at 7 A, M., and it was between 8 ana b P

1. Lefora it fnished, and it pever slackened
one moment  The Boers hud a splendid pos -
tion and trenches, and if our troops had been
inthem an enemy would never have got within
nthousand vards, The Boers lost heavily and
we nre burying thelr horses, iving in the river
and on jts banks, iu hnodre ‘s We have been
over two days without food and on foot ull the
tme
for it but to steal whatever we
upon., Ieaught a hena )
afleld, and these are Le ng ecooked
ocan
thing,

The writers have
Magersfoutein battle

From R ynolds's Newspaper,

A letter has been received from Gunner
Alfred Beadnall of Searborough of the Sixty-
second B, R F. A, dated from Orange River,
Nov. 12, in which he says

i"
t potatoes in
in an o'

been wissiug slopoe the

“How I often wish I never had enlisted, what
with the Lardships, such as halt-starved, and
we have not had over flve hours' sleep ata
time, Perhaps wo have just got our topeoats
on the ground and tried to cateh o fvwenin -
utes’ wink when those d=— Boers have come
dodging about, when we have had to stand to
our guns as far as eight and ten hours at a
stroteh, without anvthing to eat. 1 am Just
hln‘\»'ll sick of this life. Iolten wish I was back
at |

“You could hardly realize what an awful
scene & battleflold fs, some poor tellow asking
you for a drink as you pass him e
fome will never ask for water any
most patnful thing to seo wi- a Dutet
was cauht, an l he was troed and sentenee | to
he shot, and the poor fellow wus marehed
dig his own grave, and when he hal finished
it he was stood over it and then twelve soldiers
marched out ¢
group of twelve, There wore =ix of thesae
loaded and six un'!saded, so noneof them hnew
who shiot him and the poor ehap never sald a
word st was Gil over inafew minites

“Wiawere Just abou! 1o eat our humbie tea
(wheeh 'sa hard biseuit and a drop o water)

i S—

when the alarm soundsl and we went int
action, and we had ot been out about twenty
minutes when thers was ane offleeraut of the
Northumberland Fusiliers shar through the
heart and another got shot and ded n the
saddle and three mors wonnded Wits on
Friday night. and wes bhuried thom on Saturday
night with wilrary honors, Th e 80|
dearout here, We pay 4.4, a pint for beer
and we can only get two pints a day: =0 you

oan resteontented that we don't get drunk
We had a very bid time of it at ses, We
nearly forty horses and we have had ten die
out here: sowe did not do <o well. T shall be
thankful whan we et into barracks, if ever we
do so, as weshall have a bed to s'eop on, It

<t

wiil be quite a change from s seping on the |
hurd, bare ground and only  vour tope
coat to eover you from the wind and
rain, I suppose vou have been seanning

the papers every night to see i you cou d ses
any news about me, but we are in_a country
where all communieation is eut off and they
can only take letters every fortnoght, and 1t
takes it over 4 month to come, so 1t will be
close on Christmas when yoo et this and [
shall have to wish vou all “A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year when itcomes,” I think
myself this will be the Jast Jetter that 1 ever
gha! be abletywrite, haoause we are in n ter-
rible posttion, compi vaurtoundaed by Loers,
and we are going to try to get out, so let ys
hope for the hes?

“Tam writing this aon my water hottle, so
you must exense the writing, Wa start fight-
ing again io the morning '’

Weo have recoived the following letter from
a private in the Royal Field Artillery at pres-
ent on duty in South Africu

“Ithink itis my duty to inform yvou of tha
way our Britlsh soldiers ara treated at prosent
in South Africa. We rise at4 A M —somotimes
ecarlior=and are out in the burning san all tha
day At night we are ballied aboat ke dogs,
an fed by chanceondry brea landeoffee Tom
adeiver in the Fourteanth Batte;v R F AL and
[ am hound totell vou that [ never saw such
trentment of our men-eceaning  harness

[ groom ing horses, driving dril riding drill, gun

drill, besides seven honres'stablos, Woare 1ike
slaves more than British soldiers Allour Lovs
of the battery hope that you will publish this
lstter as wo are flghting tor our Queen and
country.”

Lance<Corporal Enright, Third Battalion
Grenadier Guards, writes upder date, o camp,
Jacobsdal, Nov, 26:

“I write to let vou know [ am alive and kick-
ing. thonugh, a5 you w.i) have seen by the pa-
pers, wo have been twiee 1 action  The flrst
time, at Belmout, on the 234, wa wfal, Wo
lett camp at about 3 A M marched
about four miles in pitch darkuess, Just as
daylight was break!ng we opened out for the
attack, and just then the enemy caught sight
We had then an open
space of atout 2000 yards to cross, and as the
Boers were hehind tremendous rocks on a sice
t hizh, while wa
had no cover at all, 1t was not pleasant, Well,
we got across this 'l right. and went {or their

firat  positon,  which  wis  among  some
hills shaped like a  horseshoe. Here wa
lost our Adjutant and our olone]  and
two ollicers wounded, whie the men were

falling right and left,  As s00n as we gof to the
top the Boers eleared out, as they hate c¢ood
steel Wethen saw they had occopied a much
stronger position on acother very precipitous
hill in the rear

and went for them It was o tremendous
struggle to get up this place, as the side was
like a wall, partly made of loose houlders, and
the bullers were falling round us Like hat

You cun imag ne the strength of the position
when Lord Methuen said he gave us three
weeks to take it in. Dot the Guards rushod it
inthree hours of the hardest fighting ever
seenn, One of the war eorresponents with us
suys he was at Dargai, and that was nothing to
it. 1 had the Inck to bring in two prisonecs,
and we captured all the enemy's ammunition
and provisions. The flght yestorday was protry
good, but Tdid not see much of it, as we wors
in the reserves, and only afew capgon shiot
fell near us, doing us no damage "

A interestiug letter has besn recelved by
the parents of Urivate J. H. Owen of the Third
Grenadier Guards, serving under General Lord
Methuen in South Afriea. Under date Novem-
ber 20 he says:

“I eannnt deseribe to you my feelings when
I Arst went into action, but [ am glad to be
able to tell you that 1 have come through un-
harme!. We started at 2 o'clock in the morn.
fug in the direction of the position held by the
enemy in great strength. We advanced o
within some 800 vards, when the Boers nnened

Boer

| Three battles 1o one week,
| shaved for afortnight or washed for a week

Weare Iving 'na farm and havenothing |
lay hands |

to |

had to piek upa ritle out of a

| 48 perday.

We then formed hoe again |

Lanva
doubly so when the State i the sole dealer in Liguor. |
Others urge that tho Legislatire pass a law nwaking |

- e

recelved yet another
a terrible onslaught from three sides and up to
this we had not fired & shot
horror of the bayonet and, eourageous as thoy
havelproved themselyesto.he, they cannot stand
cold steel, Sostroagly fortifled was the posi-
tion of the enemy that they boasted of thelr
power to hold it indefinitely, Yesterday we huad
another big battle (Graspan and J amthankful
tosay [ have come through safely ggain: but
steel, “hest cold SheMeld, agnin assertod its
superior powers over the enemy. Just before
starting yestorday (battle of Graspan) we had a
biscuit divided betweon four of us and adrink
of eofTee aud did not got another mouthtal for
twenty-six hours. long for a good square
meal, Weshall be marching again to-morrow
(Monday) towards Kimberley and we are ox.
pecting sharp work belore we reach there

From the Westming er Grael e,

Au exciting bit of outpost work is described
in a letter from Private Albert James. serving
with the mounted infantry:

“Another of our tellows who was out scout-

| ing came across a nigger minding some sheep,

or pretending to he,

nn;wur. and he had an
Express rifle with him. 8¢

your chap loads his

own rifle in tho saddle. gallops up to him, dis- |
| mounts and covers him with it, makes him put
. hi=rifla down and then go hack a step or two.

Our chap thun goes and pieks it ur. questions
hitn on different things. and he teils him there
are no Boars knocking about, He 18 going to
take him prisoner, when o'l of a_sudden he
hears voices shouting “Dick,” and "Joe." 8o he
leaves his prisoner and goes up toward the
rocks until he is in speaking ai=tance of them.
Then he sees he has been led into a trap, and
he mounts akain and rides for his life. You
can tell what shots they are, There were, I'll
~wear, at least fifty shots fired after hio at ran-
dom, ahd not one hit the mark."”

“That was the commencement of the firing
and we had to gallop and go a3 hard as ever
our horses conld take us over ground you
would searcely beiieve a horse could walk on.
It was full of holes—some like rabbit holes.
and lumps of rocks and stoues and one thing
und another for at least ten or twelve miles,
The Colouel who is in charge of us wouldn'’t
Jet us dismount and fire 'as he sald we should
all be cut up, and they were too strong for us,
as w were only a emall party—and he has got
a fine breast of medals—but, d=— them, let’s
got itover. A month to-day and it will be a bit
nearer I hope. We chaps were swearlnfllko
1 o'clock when he wouldn't halt us and let us
have a packet at ‘e, but | expect we shall have
another pop at 'em yet.”

Private J Muaddison, Second Northampton
Regiment, who hiolds a medal and three bars

for Dargai, Somuni and Tirah Valley, writes: |

“We have had two lattles—one at Belmont
and one ot Enslin, We are having it pretty
st L can tell vou  The Boers have some good
riftes of German make, but their shots all seem
to go over our hea s At the battle of Belmont
we eaptured some biscuits from the enemy;
they were shared among the troops. In the
last ight we captured a lot of horses, and I had
one myssif, 1 was about done up, same as the
remainder, ighting about four hours on a drop
of hot coftee. When we got in camp we had to
walt lor the train to come with our rations,

Water is very short out here, The Guards are |
. | threatened polnr. They move undercover,whila

inthe rear as usual’

Nergt. Stockwin of the Northamptonshire
Regiment, writing to his brother from the bat-
tiefleld of Enslin. says

1 this s warfare wo have had about enough,
and we have not

throngh the searcity of water. IU's not the
fizhting we don’tlike :1t's the hideous sights of
mangled corpses alterward.’

Private J. Argent of the Third Grenadiers, in

1 | aletter to his parents at SWansea, says:
Tho rest are killiug pigs, gouts or apy-

At the battle of Belmont we fought hand to
han! I wasjust behind David St, John when
was shot. He stucek his bayonet right

"
| through a Boer and could not get it out again,

He tried to throw the man over his shoulder to

{ wot him off, and then another Boer came up
[ and shot him through the head

Then another
ol our men put his bayouet through that Boer's
heart.”

Here is a grim pleture from aprivate's letter :

“One of our fellows was ta'king t5 a_parson
who went over the battlefleld of Elandsinagte
a day after the fight.  He saysthere were terri-
hle sights, the most awful of which was a Boer
sitting down quite naturally, with a bavonet
clean through him and apout six inches of the
muzzle of the rifle as well, while the Tommy
who nad given the mizhty thrust was lying
down as if asleep. with a small bullet hole in
Lis forehead. The Bosr was grasping the
barrel of the rifle with bhoth hands, and his
eyes were staring out straight in front of him
with a horritied ook 10 them, as if he had seen
u ghost, "'

Ono»of the ladies who went out to see the
flehting at Ladysmith has described that ex-
perience ina lively letter. A shell landed not
many hundred yards away, aod sho ran to get
a plece of 1t

“Of I scampered.  Spoke to the first soldier

I eame to. He said: "Come with me; I ean
warn vou in time to clear botora another
comes." RBo I went gayly on, talking away

Another soldier =aid: " Here comes another,’
ind before we had time to think_the awful
tooming and shrieking came~and I wish yvou
enuld have geon vour younger sister, I Just
shut mv eves tight and elung to a barhed-wire
fence, and whispered: ‘Good God !’ It exploded
bout twenty teet away; perhaps not so much
the earth shook under me, and my legs felt
shot all over ™

A member of the Army Serviee Corps, writing

| from Orange Liver some weoks ago. said:

“We have 300 Zulus apd Kaflirs here work-
ing as laorers for the Army Service Corps at
They are stacking hay, biscuits
and peat &0 when they brought the Boer
prisoners to the railway station thesa Zulus
A d Kaflirs made a churge for the trucks, and
irit were not for the sentries with hayonets
‘acing tham they would have torn the Boers to
pleces, They were o a = of a rage, shouting
‘La Boer!'"

Four Amputations at Onoce.
From the Indvanapolvs Journal,

Fort Wayse, Ind., Jan. 3.—A remarkable
cuse of surgery and a remarkable exhibition
of vitality Is that of Munro Walters, who was
struck by a train here Monday night. When
picked np he was thought to be dead, but was
nearly frozen, instead. Both legs and toth
arms wera crushed, and Dr. C. B. Stemen de-
cided that in the amputation of all four lay the

only chance tosave his life, This morning the
patent showed such remarkab!e recuperative
powers that it was decided to operata without
further de The four operations ware per-

formad simultaneously, and in twenty minutes |

allwasover. T'wo physicians operated on each
Hmb at the same time, Normal saline solution
was injected into the veing to keep the patient
alive while the operation was going on,

The dootors who operated, with several
others, and the mem!ors of the senior elass of
the Medical College watted for signs of return-
fug animation.  After a long titie Walters
patty regalied eonsciousness, Since then his
recovery from the shoek has been surprising
There s nothing left of him but his head, trunk
and a stump of one leg, ten inches long. He is
42 veurs ol age, very stroug physicaliy, and the
doctors say ne may reenover. If he does it will
be the first euse of the kind on record. Dr. Ale
fred Muliens of the Unfied States Army and
Dr. Beggs of Dundee, Scotland, performed
similar operations, but both patients died
under the knile, or almost immedlately after«
ward.,  Butin the cuses noted the operations
were performed separately, or two limbs at a
time.

The State and Its Drunkards.

From the New Orleans Times-Democrat,
Corovmria, 8 O, Jan 1,=The question of the
State, which has & monopoly of the liguor business,
establishiug an asylum for drunkards, where they
will be treaed for the dise ase on asystem similar to
that used ju the Keeley institutos has been discussed
for sole weeks
it i« probable that a bl will be iptroduced in the
Legislature making some such provision
Theve are two propositions that Lave alvocates,
One set propose to astablisk the asylum or iustitute
#% &4 annex to the State insane asylum, ¢op-
ducting 1t under the same wanagement.
tond that the excessite Use of J§ (uor 18 10 Wany cascs
hevmbiber s (0 eQects agd purposes
aad eniitled to treatment by the State

a disecase, that

frunkenuess & ciltie and establish a reformatory

for drunkards, where they can be given hard work |

oA cotton mell s hine shops and on a farm. As

ruost of the drunkards ars from cilies and towns, {t !

s coptended the faur of being Luwilinted by being
sent to a reforimatory will do more w0 keep them

! wober than any other earthly power

Chicago Unlversity Votes for Phouetios.
From the Chacagn Record
Following the lead of Superiutepdent Apdrews,
the Coneregation of the Uinversity of Chicego bas
ad pted the following resolution
v that the adoption

‘ byt
VU niversity Press for nse 1o the « dl lal publications
and journals of the university of the list of words

uul A-socistion be approved
Ihe listof words thus “reformed’” is as follows:
FProgram progremine) Thraout (throughout

T ho (though Catalog (catalogne)

ucati

'
terrific fire from
the front. Thus, You see, wo were sxposed to |

The Boers have a |

The idea has taken somwe hold aud |

" finished

They cou- |

he board of the I

s changed speiling accepted by the National Ed. !

| his name in the list

v

——————
GEN. BULLER'S TASK.

Its Terrible Dificulties Poloted Out by a
Geperal of Our Civil War,

To tax Epiror or Tug Sux==Sir: Propheey
{s always unsafe—prophecy in military matters
as well as others. [t fs well to keep In mind
the maxim “never prophesy uantil you're cer-
tain.” It is quite possible that bafore this can
reach you the question of Gen, Puller's plan of
campaign and his sucoess or fallure may have
bhecome history. The problem before him i to
relieve the garrison of Ladyswmith  He s now,
Jan. 4, at Chievaley, twelve miles south of
Ladysmith, with the Tugela River—now sald
to be at lood=in his front,

The Boar position extends along the ridge nr
chain of hills paratlel with the north bank of
the river from Springfleld, above tho forks of
Little Tugela on the west (left), to the wagon
bridee on the Weenen road on the east (right),
a distanes of more than sixteen miles, The
Boers have had more thun two months in
which to thoroughly intrench this position
They have it eonnected by ratl=carried around
Ladysmith—directly with the Transvaal, their
base of mupplfes. That they are not without
engincering ability tho British have learned tn
their sorrow at Magersfontein and at Colenso,
They are on ground with which they uare
thoroughly familiar, The bridges not already
destroved are donbtless mined, ready to te
blown up by alectrie contact at the proper moe
ment.  The bYridgss must ba counted out,
The "“drifts " or fords are few and far between
and difficalt at the best. It isalleged that they
are obstructed with barbed-wire entanglos
ments, which will make the passage undor a
heavy fire practically impossible. Besides, 1t
may bo counted on as mbrally cortain that
every ford is commandel by rapid-fire and
machine guns and concentric rifle fire, which

would approximately anuihilate any column

that might attempt to ecrass against such obe
stacles,

In this war the character of the Boers (s ta
be taken into the account They are of the
sturdiest atock that history records They are
the children of a herale raen Thoy are not
easlly stampeded.  Their fathers fought tha
warlike KafM:s and Zalus, ~cmetimes Uity to
one—oven at greater alds=and behind their
wagon kraals beat them T They are a llitls
nation o' marksmen. Thev thoroughly ap; rae
clate the difference between accurnely aimed
and unaimed fre. They shoot to hit, They ds
not waste lead. Thevareall harsemen, Their
hardy little horses, ready saddled, wait behind
the hills back of the Tugela ‘o carry the eom-
mandos in the least possibla time to tha

their antagonists must come out into the open

Thus far, the Boer artillery has shown {tself
equal to that of the Ertish or superiorto {t in
power. and nearly or quite equal in aceuracy,
According to all accounts, they aro well equip-
ped with Maxim machine guns and Maxim-
Nordenfelt quick fires, The Maxim automatin
gun (rifle calibre) is good for 600 shots per
minute, whi'a the 1%.inch Maxim (37 milli-
metre) is good for 200 shots per minute, Tha
Boer sharpshooters=they are all sharpshootera
—aroarmed with the breeeh-loading magazina
Mauser or Martind, equal in all respects to the
British arms.  With these rifles the conl-
headed Boers can send at least ten well-aimed
shotsintothe cnemy in a minute so long as
the cartridge belt holds out,

Talk about the "British bayonet,” “eold steel ™
de.! Before the fire of such a line of sharp-
shooters and machine guns the bravest column
of troops that ever marched would be piled in
winirows, as wore the dervishesof the Kalifts
at Omdurman.

Mr. Julian Ralph declared that at Modder
River the British line did not advance a yard
after they camo under the “hellish fire” of tho
Boer rifle pits. At Mafeking. on the day after
Christmas, Col. Baden-Powell attempted to
“rush” a little work at Game Tree, but nothing
could stand before the deadly fire. The hloody
repulse at Colenso hardlv need be mentioned.

I beg to repeat what I have said in substance
in a former commuunicat on, that charging n-
trenchad positions manned by ecool-headad
and carsful-aiming troops, supported by ma«
chine and rapid fire guns and modern brecche
loading artillary, Is obsnleta—=it s one of tha
lost arts  In tha Civil War, with tha murzzle.
loading Springfleld, we rezardad three to four
hundred yards as the maximum charging dis<
tance against an intrenched line. But with
the Mauser and the Maxim the zone of fire is
extended to 900 or 1,000 yards. Within thut
flery zone valor does not count

Unless Gen. Bualler has longer range artillery
than the Boers (which he doas not seem to
have), and has ample pontoon trains for laying
bridges and sufficient wagon transportation to
enable him to cut loose from the railroad, so
that, by awide<turning movement . he can com-
pel tho Boarsto leave their intrenched position
along the Tugela, the relief of Ladysmith wil),
in the words o Lord Methuen at Modder River,
prove “the bloodiest battle of the century.”

GgaNDp Rarips, Mich., Jan. 6 B.M G

JHE NEW BOTANICAL GARDEN,

Great Progress Made There During the
Year Just Closed.

A comprehensive idea of the work done dure
ing the past vear in the New York Botanieal
Garden was obtained yesterday when reports
offthe officers and committees in control were
read at the annual meeting of the corporatiorn.
The members of the society who pay a yearly
fee of $10 now number 715, 165 new members
havirzqualified during 18030, Sixty-sevon new
life members qualified at $100, making sixty-
nine io all. C. P, Huntington and Danlel E,
[vison econtributed $1,000 each, and became

| tellows of the society, and Mrs. Antoinette

Eno Wood, with a contribution of $5,000, be-
came a patron,

Dr. N L. Britton, Emeritus Professor of
Botany at Columbia University, who is the
secretary and director-in-chiaf of the garden
said that thero are more than four thousan:
species and varieties of plants now undercul-
tivat.on there

The museum bhuilding {s now practleally
complete, It only renain ng to effect the ade
justment of some details relative to the heat-
ing and ventilating apparatus. The entire her-
barium of Columbia University has been moved

| tothe harbarium room on the third floor of the

museum. The Columbia hotanical library has
al8o been transferred to the same place. Tha
herbarium now ipcludes 115,600 mounte!
specimens

The labelling, arranging and mounting speoi-
mens for the public halla in the museum has

| progressed ratisfactorily and the work of in-

stalling them will be begun in

near
future.

CITY's EXHIBIT AT rAnis.

Big Map Soon to Be on Show—Street Clean-
fng Department Pictures,

The big topographical map of Now York eity
and the surrounding territory which Is to ba
exhibited at the Paris Exposition this year tv
the Board of Public Improvements {s nearly
It s cxpectad that the map will bo
put on exhibition on Wednesday or Thursdn »
in Liederkranz Hall, Fifty.eighth street an
Park avenue. It will remain on exhibition

. there the rest of the week. On Monday or
| Tucsday it will be packed up and shipped to

Paris, where It will be set up a8 & part of tho
American #xhibit.  Chijef lx-lnuino-o-r Louls A,
vrse, under whosa direction the map is pre-
paring, savs that it {s the most ambitious effors
of the kind that has come under his notice. An
effort has been madoto show every street, alley
and bailldng wirhin tha eity boundaries, an
the genersl conformation of the land about it,
The Department of Street Cleaning has pre-
pared an exhibit of twelve photographs which
wilbe sent to the exposition. Thess photo.
graphashow the actual operations of the depart-
ment, beginning with the sweapers at work in
the streats, the collection wagons making
Lnn-lr' mur;dh.' the «!;mn’m. the scow s, with photo-
graphs of the selt-dumplng scow,
stables of the depariment, . e e

Meotioned As Usual.
From Lomdon Txt Bita,

Clara=Did the newspapers no

at the banquet ? o BoVes your pase
Froddie
Carn-Well, memma said

as

she could not sen
Freddie—No:
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