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Another Word About the Hay-Paunce-
fote Treaty.

The more clogely we examine the new
eonvention offered as a substitute for the
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, the more unac-
ceptable It appears. Among tha objections
to the ratification of the instrument, which,
as TrE Sty has pointed out, while osten.
sibly a substitute, is essentially a revival
of the most obnoxious features of the for-
mer treaty, theseara insurmountable:

First, the asserted parallelism between the
projected Nicaragua Canal and the Suez
Canal does not exist in fact; secondly, an
agreement on the part of the United States
notto fortity the Nicaragua waterway would
place our relatively unprotected cities on
the Pacific coast atthemerey ofany stronger
paval power with which we might happen to
be at war; thirdly, suchan agreement would
especially disable us in the event of A war
with Great Britain, which is not only the
greatestnaval power onearth, but possesses
in close proximity to the Atlantic entrance
of the proposed canal a eoign of vantage in
British Honduras which she would be at
liberty to fortify and garrison; finally, the
agreement that Great Britain shall jointly
guarantee the neutralization of the Niea-
ragua Canal, and the invitation to other
Furopean powers to join in such guaran-
ten are flagrant violations of the Monros
Doetrine.

There is no parallelism batween the Suez
Canal and the proposed Nicaragua water-
way. There might be, if wa possessed as
absolute control over all the entrances to
the Caribbean Sea as England possesses to
the single entrance to the Red Sea, Such,
however, is not the ease. Tho joint guar-
antee of the neatralization of the Suez
Cana! is farcical and worthless as against
any public enemy of Great Britain, hesause
it does not ~xtond to the Red Sea which is
the continuation of the artificial waterway,
but which can he closed at any time by
Great Britain through her possession of
This single
faet is enough to demoelish the alleged
nalogy between the Nicaragua and Sueg
but add that Great
Britain is also able to block, as against
a public the Mediterranean
entrance to the African waterway, through
her possession of Gibraltar, Malta and Cy-

fortified ports at its month,

ranals, wo o may

enemy,

prug, and throngh heroeccupation of Egypt
which involves thecontrol of all the fortifica-
tions and military forces in the Delta of the
Nile,
Nicaragua canals could only be presentoed
if. while allowing the free use of the latter
waterway to all powers with which we

A true parullel between the Suez and

shonld be at we should assert and
exercise  the right for American
statesmen have repeatedly contended, the

peace,

whieh

right, namely, of fortifving the canal and of
closing it in time of war against a publie
enemy.
cutting

In the absence of guch a right, the
of the
prove to us no blessing but a cursa,

What we have here said of the effact of
our renunciation of the right to fortify the
proposed canal and to clo=e it in time of

American isthmus would

war against a public enemy is applicable te
any other power on the Contiment of
Europe which either now has, er may
hereafter acquire, a navy superior at all
times, or on some speeific accasion, te
through a great prepon.

derance of force, our war vessels eelleeted

our own. If,

near the Atlantic entrance of tho Nicaragua
Canal should be overpowered by their oppo-
nents, we should have opened at our own

expense a short and ecasy path for
the latter to assault our Pacitie eities.
Such 2 danger would be great'y em-

phasized in the case of Great Britain,
for not only wonld normally be
ahle, in the event of war with this ceun-

she

try, to concentrate at a distance of three
miles from the Atlantic end of tha Nicara-
gua Canal a naval force much superior to
onr own, but she would aleo have in British
Honduras a port of refuge and repair te
which we should possess no equivalent. It
the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty should be rati-
fled, we should see immediately turned to
account, by the construction of a great
naval arsenal, the tremendous strategie
advantage whieh Great Britain would enjoy
through her sovereignty over British Hon-
duras, teo which under the Clayten-Bulwer
Treaty she has no just title, but whieh sha
convertad by force and in vielatien of faith
intoaCrown Colony while wa were abserbed
in eur €ivil War,

Wa observe, flnally, that the May-
Pauncefote conventisn, by permitting
Great Britain to guarantes jeintly with
ourselves the neutralization efan Amerieas
waterway and by Inviting other Eurepean
powers to join in such guarantee reproduces
the worst feature of the Claytea-Bulwez
Treaty, namely, its taeit repudiation of the
fundamental princjple laid down by Presl-
dent Moxroe. There is no doubt that Mr.
CrayroNintended, in negotiating the Treaty
of 1850, to disregard the Mosgok Doctrine
This he himselt
avowad, when, on bacoming a member of the
United States Senate, only a few years later,
he was drawn into a bitter disousslon

a8 in any sense hinding,

with Gen. Cass of Michigan as to its origin
and meaning and as to the inteutions of
the contracting parties,

It has been since maintained, however,
by all Ameriean statesmen worthy of the
name, that a regrettable departure in a
single Instance from the spirit and letter of
Preaident MoNror's declaration constitutes
in po wise a renunciation of his doctrine
by the United States, Thus, Mr. BLAINE,

when Secretary of  State, in a et
ter to Mr. LoweLn, our Minister to
Great Britain, a letter dated June 24
1881, referred to the reports then

current as to a guarantea of the neutrality
of the proposed Panama Canal on the part
of Eurepean powers; he proceeded to de-
clare that an agreament between the powers
of Europe to gnarantee jointly the neutral-
ity of a canal through the American isth-
mus would ha viewed by our Government
with the gravest coneern. He pointed out
that the United States had never offered to
take part in agreements in which European
powers had united, euch as guarantees of
neutrality touching the political condition
of certain European States or touching the
Suey Canal, and he asserted the long-settled
conviction of this Government that any
extension to our shores of the political sys-
tem of Eurepe, no matter how plausibly
disguised under a guarantee of neutraliza-
tion, “would be attended with danger to
the peace and welfare of this nation.”

It is a Trojan horsa that Great Britain has
offered us in the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty, a
treaty which invites us to level at our own
expense the rampart which Nature inter.
poses between our Pacific States and
Furopean aggression. By ratifyving the
new convention we should place those
States at the
power possessing a stronger navy than

merey of any European

our own, and we should deal by implica-
tion a deadly blowat the Monroe Doctrine,
If we recognize te-day the right of Euros
to guarantea the
neutralization of an American canal, with
what foree of logic could we deny here-
after their right to extend their power of

pran States jointly

politieal reguiation over the continent of
the Americas?

The only substitute for the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty which the American people
can afford to accept is one that acknowl-
edges the exclusive right of the United
States te guarantee the neutrality of the
American Isthm. © Canal in time of peace,
and, also, their right to close it against a
public enemy in time of war,

Morgan Canal Doctrine,

Nearly all of the Washington corresponds
ents represented Senator MoroaN of Ala.
bama yestorday as advoeating the ratifica-
tion of the Hay-Pauncefote Troaty for these
two reasons:

1. That the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty is in
force and is binding upen this country,

2. That the neutralization of the canal,
that is te say, tha renuneiation of absoluta
Ameriéan control, is a wise and necessary
nmeasure,

Who can believe this, in view of tho record
of Sepator MORGAN'S constant and untoerri-
fled champlonship of the very opposite of
both these propositions?

Sepnator MORGAN'S position has been that
all that 15 needed to efface the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty is a declaration on our part
that it no longer binds. It i3 not eight
months since he said in the Senate:

“The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty has never Loen de-
clared ohsolete or abrogated, althangh many Sena-
tors, inelnding myeel?, halleve that wa have a right
to Aeelars it abregated, as lLaving been aban-
doned.”

A fuller explanation of his views concern-
ing the old treaty of 1830 was offered hy
the Senator in his great canal speech of
Jan. 22, 1887, Ha then declared that tha
Clayten-Bulwer Treaty was not worth the
paper en which it was written, He had
been apeaking of the propesed Freling-
huyson-Zavala Treaty with Nicaragua, by
which we should have aequired for
$4,606,000 almost absolute severcignty
over a strip of territery twelve milas wida
frem the Atlantie to the Paerifie. This
treaty, as favorable to Ameriean interests,
had been withdrawn fran the Senate by tha
Cleveland Administratiem on the greund
that it eanflieted with tha Clavton-Bulwer
Treaty, amd that the Cluyvton-Bulwer
Treaty was still in full forea. Referring
te that tramraction, Mr. MoRraaN said ;

* Wahad batter have confrented Giraat Britain with
the preponition that tha Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was
not werth the paper em whieh it was written. /
believe tAat, and you all belirve 1t The Clayton.
Bulwer Treaty is nat, in the estimation of the United
States, to-Aay warth the paper sn which itha written,
1t 1a true it has net been formally revaked. Nefther
has either Government signified to the other that it
has formally absndoned it, and it atanis thare now
like a skaleton in the closet of the United States,
mere y to alarm R chldren when they happen thought.
legsly to apen the daor

“The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty has been violatad hy
the Goverament of Great Britain openly, notorionsly,
over and ever again. I call the attention of the
Senator from Ohio ‘Mr. SwrmuMax] to what T am
abont to say. The gintleman who s known or {s
nnderstosd to ba about to become Bacretary of Siate
made the first report upon th s subject. That part of
the report wea drawn by Mr. Ennowna and approved
by himself, the homerabla Renator from Olio, and in
that report we denouuced the Clayton-Bulwer Troaty
an me longer obligatery upon ns unless we choae ta
walve the infractiens of @reat Britain in their deal
ings in @entral Americs,

“"New, there we atand. Now we are coming toa
conclusien; pow we iatend to know whether it is
so or net, and [ fer ene, as an American Senater, ds
aot Mhtand to pase eneningls hair's braadth beyond
this question until it is settled,”’

Deoes that |ask mueh as if the Hon, Joux
2. Monoag, frroment fwr yrars in the as-
ortion of AmeOrftm's @n» regarding the
Niewrsgua Cxusl, was of the optnima that
the ON wton-Dafwer Treats binds us ?

On the secemd pofat Bl record 15 equally
clear and hir utterarwes have been equally
emphatie. Tha volumes of tha Fngres.
sional Record fram with sueh deelarations
as these by Senpatar Vemraax :

' ¥he people of the Waited States have discavered
that » waterway threugh Nicaragua is absolntely in-
Qiopenmable @0 a matler o7 safety o Ihe coasts of the

United Smtes, a2 well a3 to the commerca of the
eountry _—

* We cannot give up this cansl, Mr. President,
without relessing such an amount of the just power
of the United Btates commerctally and in & willtary
senne a8 £ weaken us almest incalenlahly

1t wa were to build the camal alone far the nse of
the Navy as a strategic movement, withont huildin g
two great flesta--one for the Pacifie and one (or the
Atlantic—-it might besnid, in the American sense,
properly, that we could throw away the whole
amount of monay wa put inta the canal, anq still
make & very largs earning in the advantage, of [
maritime and strategio naturs."’

* A dootrine has gone forth—1 do not kuow who

‘u] n hundred, they tey to live on it

waa the author of it, but he was & grest man who-
ever ho wan, and he lived somewhers betweesn the
days of Moxuor aud the days of M= Havxs, The
doctrine is generally attributed to Gen. Gmant, 18
was conchiod in vory terse word 1 remomber to
have scon it usod in the despatchas of Mr, Evanre,
CTAe canal through the isthmur of Darven must he an
Amevican canal, under American rontro '

1 helieve that Mr. Evants, whom we all know,
was theanthor of this teae, patriotic and noble sen:
timent, It will never be changed whils America Is
worthy of (ts glorious name.  That doctrine has fast
bold npon the consclence and heart of every true
American nnder the flag of the country, Thers s
potone man who is e truo Amerioan who is willing
tosbandon it. 7 number mysels among the clase who
wilhere to it with abroluts pertinacuy,””

* I ahall be found here, a8 ong as 1 have a seat on
this floor, contending forthe doctrine that this ia to
Le an American canal under American con'rol, and
they cannat deive me from it

That has been for years the Morgan
Doctrine respecting the interoceanic canal.
Does it seem likely, wo repeat, that this
senator, of all men, should now be found
aurguing for the vitality and validity of the
Claytou-Bulwer Treaty, or upholding the
proposition that the ultimate control of the
canal in tiwae of war shall be guaranteed to
Great Britain and a syndicate of other
LEuropean powers?

An Awfal Sin,

Prof. ST. GEORGE MIVART, in refusing to
aign the professien of faith submitted to
him by Cardinal VAvaran, with mental
reservations which weuld practically nul-
lify it, has set an example of honesty which
might well bring the blush of shame to
wany theologians who are new outwardly
professing a faith which inwardly they
deny,

Speaking of the clause in the coufessien
requiring him to assent to the dogma that
the Seriptures not merely ' contain revela-
tion with which thers is no mixture of
error,” but also, * having been written by
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they
have Gobp as thelr author and have been
delivered to the Church as such,” he tells
the Cardinal:

“Ttwonld be easy, of course, by s little dexterity,
to distort and evad: what appears to be ita réal and
obvions meaning. As Gop isthe Pirst Cause and
Creator of all things, Ha is, in that sense, their
Author; Author of the Decameron of Boccacctio, as
well as of the Bible. But to make a profession with
sich a meaning would be, in my eyves, grossly pro-
faue and altogether unjustifiable.”

Many reeent Biblical crities, however,
have had no such seruples of conscience,
They have continued to profess adhesion to
standards of faith, the Weetminater Con-
fossion, for example, “ by a little dexterity "
or trickery of the sort which Prof. ST,
Gironrar MIvarr, an honest man, draws
back from in horror as “grossly profane
and altogetherunjustitiable.” Of course, as
he savs, Gop as the Author of all things
may b ca'led the Author of everything
written, but, as all men know, that i8 not
the sanse in which these standards deserike
the authorship of the Bible as the Word of

! the Hen,

| some lingeriug memory of

Gop, aud to accept them with any such !

reserviation or any reservation in the mind
is flagrantly dishonest and deceitful.

Most of all is henesty, is sineesrity, is
absolute straightforwardness requisite in
dealing with the living Gop whom a man
professes to fear and worship. If he is an
intidel, if he doubts, if he cannot reconeile
and submit his reason to a confession of
faith exacted of him, or in any way rejects
it in its plain and/literal sense, he is a blas-
phemous lisy when he pretends to accept it
as a condition of reamaining in 4 ministry
solemnly pledged to sustain and teach it
Moreover, ha is a coward, a humbug, a
time server, a seller of his soul for a mess
of pottage, false both to religion and to
reasan, With that awful sin Prof. Sr.
Grorar MIvart is not willing to load his
conscience,

An Italian Wil

To the philosopher who ruminates over
the efforts men make to have their ideas
earvied out after death the will made by the
late well-known Italian caterer of this city,
PoMpPeo MARESI is unusually suggestive,
From small heginnings, by thrift and by
enterprige, this man atassed a large for-
tune, He hal a family whieh he kept in
ecomfort but with no ostentation of wealth,
and it isthe future of his family rather than
the dispesal of his mouey that he seems to
have had most at heart. The distribution
of that is put off to a time when those he
cared for will be aither dead or niature men
and women, with their habitsa already
formed. The teatator'sintent seems to have
been to ward off from his peeple as long as
possible the evils of the wealth he had so
gedulously strugeled to ascumulate,

A very unusual provision is made for the
wife, The use of the home and a modest
yearly ineome are left to her; the inceame
continues if she shall ehonse te marry
again, but in that event she must leave ber
first hushand’'s house. His widow's re-
marringe is & contingency that many a
Liusband  dwells upon with displeagure,
but the general solution is to place hin-
drances in the wife's way when she is
not left absolutely frea, The daughters
are apparently to stay with the mether
till they marry, when they reeeive mod-
ergte incomes, enough to suppert them
respectably, but not suffeient to attract
suitors who care for money alone, Asa
further safeguard a daughter's husband is
cut off from all espeetations sheuld his
wife die befora him witheut children, The
son's edueation is planned for, the sums to
be pald him are carefully preportioned to
his needs at different ages and when he
reaches his twenty-wighth year he will
receive a sum sufficient to start him in
business or ¢lse a moderate ineoms, In
forty years the capital and aecumulations
will be divided equally among the chil-
dren, wore, it almost looks, because some
disposal must be made of it, than from the
wizh to have the fortune grow,

The purpose seems clearly to be to hold the
family together and in the station in life it
held during the father's life, to protest its
members from want,but at the aame time not
to allow the family wealth to provant them
from working or trying to make their swn
way. When they have reached middle life,
whether they have failed or sucsaaded io
their own eflorts, their father's fartune will
come to their relief or to that of their ehil-
dren.  Being Italians, amonz whem the old
Roman ideas of “patria potestas” ara still
strong, it is likely that the teetator's inten-
tions will receive a fair tria)

There ara same odd "tlllngr.ph](- peeuli-
arities In the hequests. The daughters
receive 80 much pin money a day, and a
brother, too, is previded for by a dafly
allewanee.  That is a thoronghly Italian
way of reckoning. To mest Italians a given
£0m a year or month is uwnninglggs till
they have figured out what it makes a day,
and then, whother it he \

one lira or twenty
and

save a little from day tody, A sister s to

have not only an income for life byt alsoa |

first-class funeral after death, # quaint bit
of thoughtfulness. The legacy to an Italian
church for a repast ol specified viands fop

|

\
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several centuries. The will is an Instruotive
dooument for the study of Italian charac-
ter. Thers was alot of hard sense in the
man who made {t,

The Chicago Trust Deflance.

Next week will be another bad week for
the Octopus. The Antl-Trust Conferenco
callad by the Antl-Trust League will moet
In Chicago. Really it will not be a confer-
ence, but & Jdeflance.  Conferences, where
pros and econs are allowad, have been found
empaty. It is not worth whileto waste time
on plutecratd or to ba pelite to Mornocu.
The Chicago deflance will ha composed of
stern and unbending men, who have no
bowels of compassion for monopoly.  When
the Hon, JorN PARDON ArntarLp, the Hon,
Georar FreEp Winrnrams and the Hon.
SUCKER Rop SAM JoNEs wreak themselves
upon expression the concussion must be
dreadful,

The programme of the deflance is very
long, but it is full of venerated names,
Among them are those of the Hon. JAMES
RopeyMent SoVEREIAN, a master of blue-hot
speech; of Gen. ADONIRAM JUDSON WARNER,
the inveator of silver; of Gen. James B,
WEAVER, the iaventor of calamity; of the
Hon, Jom~x Jacomn LENTZ, the Aguinaldo
worshippar; of the Hon., JERRY SIMPSON,
a Populist in whom there is much guile; of
HELEN M. GOUGAR, the first
stateswoman of Indiana; of two sociologists
of renown, Prof. E. W. Bemis and Prof,
Jous R. Commons, and of New York's own
traveller, ,scholar and statesman, AMasa
TuoORNTYON., Chicago is sure of a feast of
wind,

One interesting fact, if fact it be, is dis-
closed by the managers of the deflance, 1t
has been said that the Hon, Jog WILLETT
of Alabama was invited to talk to the defi-
auce, and that he declined, because his
speech would have to be censored. The
deflance managers assert that the Hon. Jog
WILLEPT was neverasked to make a speech,
They don't know what they have lost,

Kentucky.

Two years ago, lacking a fortnight, tho
Louisville Courier~Journal, now a straight-
out Democratic partizan, thus described
the foundation on whieh has been built up
the existing situation of political outraga
and chaos in Kentueky:

“The people may well stand aghast before the
revolutionary eléction bill which has, like soms
dread monster, suddenly emerged from tha fast
nesses of passion and error through which the Legis-
latiire has béen threading its tortuous way, 1t is safe
to say that the aunals of fres governmeunut will be
songht in vain for anything approachiug itin shanie
less afirontery and npconcaalad deformity

“In all the force bills maditated by the radicals i
Congress during the dark days of reconstruction
there were discernible some pretence and pretext,
Republican ustiucts
and traditisus. Even in the plebiscites of Lovis
Narorpoy there was the outer display of & just
electoral process and purpose, This foree Wil
gives tho wvoters of Kentuckyr not a ey of
hopa, It makes no claimu or show of fairness,
In one word, and at one fell swoop, Keutucky is to
become the subject of a triumvirate, which is to
decide who shall hold ofce and whe shall not.
Nominally the peoples are to be pernitted still to go
through the form of election. They are to be per-
mitted #till to vota. The ballot box 18 not actually
abalished, But the triumvirate is in each and every
case te c@st up the returns and determine the res
sult,

“Renator WirLiaM Goewkr s the reputed anthor
of this Lill. The measnra with which he has Jinked
his name, and, for the time being, tdentified his fir.
tunes, in of sweeping viciousness and farreahing
evil. Bnt, like Cxdar that was ambitious, he wants
to be Govarnor of Kentucky, and he sees, or Ly
thinks he sece, arealy chariot to bear him thither
in the electoral bill that uears his name.

“Woful, thongh not irretrievable juistake: for,
granting that with the machinery of this bill in his
hauds, his ambition may be, probably will be grati.
fied, what should it profit him if he gain the ruler-
ship of the universe and lose his own sonl, and
along with {t his good name, as the slayer of civil
liberty ¥"*

The extraordinary wecuracy of this proe
diction is now kuown to all. The Goohel
law hecama the means by which the Denio-
crate of Kentucky could steal the Govery-
orship in case they could not come by it
bonestly, GoOEBEL was the candidute for
whose benefit it was te be applied. He
has been shot and killed, but his substitnte
is ready to take all that might have come
to him, in the person of BECKHAM who,
running on the same ticket, was defested as
the candidate for Licutenant-Governor,

The Goebel conspiracy, or the Doemo.
cratic  conspiracy, extends heyvond the
Democratie  party's  organization. The
Chiet Justiee of tha Court of Appeals,
HASELRIAG, swara in GOEBEL as Gov-
ernor, and the Clerk of the Court of
Appeals, SHACKELFORD, afterward swors
in BEekEAM as Governor, when neither
GeErrn nor BECKAAM had any more titla
to the oftice than the Chief of the Frank-
fort Polfes or the notariou® JAck CHINN,

In spite of the fact that Gevernor Tavron
has demas what he Bha dane for the purposs
of preventing the finul robbery of the ken-
tucky Gaévernorship from his party
offer no defence for hitm. He has excoedod
his cAnastititional peawers. But what is
to be said of the politieians who pretend to
sanctify the erima about to he committed
by calling the dead Gereren a martyr,
and to regard the enduring rights and
wrongs of the as changed by his
murder ?

@oEpEL'S substitute is aliveand ready to
profit by the fraud. Fven in the dark and
Lloody greund of Kentucky, assassination
has never vet washed a foul law clean or
spotted a meral right.,

we

Casn

Leeturing at Baltimora on foods and nu-
trition, Dr, & Mravpey Harn of Clark Uni-
versity propesad n systom of education for the
young that they will heartily approve:

“Much more conld ba done in the education of the
young by gaad Innches than is now accomplished
pedagigically .

This isan applicatien of Dr. Erisaa BExis.
MIN ANprews's theory of eduecational free
lunehes, When education is eenfined to satis.
fastory lunches schaol will ba a joy to the ten-
der juvenals.

The age of wanders, the beginning of
whith has been for many sénturies deferred,
wauld bé hara at laat if any eredepges was given
te the sdndAtidnal stery that a well-known New
York publi® man had lost, on Puesday night,
$360,000 in playing pinashle! It never hap-
pAnaAd. Tt Asver wae, [t navarecould have oe-

| eurred and all pratended autharitativa eontra-

distianm of it were unneesessary,

In the well-temparad game »f pinochla, with
1,000 palnts as the gaal, a “reund of beer and
four pretzels” is tha usual sweepstakes, The
man whe “Inventdd pimochle designed it, pal-
pably, & a pastiméd,” aAnd a pastime [t cer-
tainly is, for no other game of cards, whether
of @erman, M®ngelian, Arablo or East Indian
origin, requires se mueh expenditure of tima
and thetight to attain a comparatively unim-
portant result, Semea instances have been re-
corded ol parties of pinoehla plungera who

in the ecourse of sixteen games played
consecutively have won or lost as much
as  $1.00, A renlly daring and im-

petuous pinochle vlayer could in an evening
losa a8 much, or nearly as much, as 30 cents
in a“squar’ game,” as the term in Western
mining camps used to be, It s from this
measure of maximum loss at pinochle that the

the pricsts on & given date carries one back - looal expression of * 30 cents” originates,

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The despatches from Gen. Buller's head.
quarters up to Wednesday mnight left the
British In possession of Krantz Kloof on the
road from Potgleter's Drift to Ladysmith, but
thelr further advance was proventaed for tho

moment, as the ground they occupled was an- |

fMladed by the fire of the Boor guns at Npion
Kop on the left rear and by those on
Doorn Kloot on  the right. The latter,
apvarently, should be one of the principal ob-
Jeetives of the noxt fighting, but it, in its turn,
I8 sald to be covered by the gunson Grobe.
lanr's Kloof turther to the eastward und north
of Colanso; and beyond the line drawn from
Kpion Kop through Krantz Kloot and Doorn
Kloaf to Grobelaar's Kloof thore are a whole
series of intranched and fortifled positions,
Roughly speaking, Gen. Buller's operations

appear to ba for  the moment, eon-
flued to a limited  cirele  deseribed by
the ridges and hills running from Spion

Kop by Brakfontein and Krantz Kloop, then
turning south to the Tugela. 8o far, the brunt
of what flghting thers has been appears to
have beon borne by (Gien. Lyttalton's brigade,
though montion has been made of Gan, Wonl-
gnte’s and there has been reference to Gen,
Hildyard's brigade  The reticense of the du.
spatehes from the British side and the meagre-
ness of detail as to the threa days' ighting, to-
gother with the apparently smail result, seem
toexplain the comparatively litt'a Importanes
that Gien, Schalek-Burger, in his despateh of
Tuesday, attached to what had taken place
up to then,

Now that Goen. Buller has unfolded his plan
the Doers will be adapting thair tactics to the
new conditions with their customary celerity,
It was evidently with an insightintothe probn.
bility of a British advanee by the road which
Gen, Bullor has selected that the Boars have
constrneted the batteries they have on the
ridges and hi'ls  bLetween Nelthorpe sta.
tion, on  the jailway  above  Colenso,
und  Lancer HI, where thera i= an in-
trenched  Boor laager nine miles to the
wostward, Another line of intrenchments
and batterfes runs north from Lanecer Hill to
Potgieter's Farm. Thesa works are obvions!y
intended to oppose a sortiein aidof an advanea
from the southwest, The intermediate inter-
valis bound to be the seene of severs lghting
bheforas Gen, Buller relieves Ladysmith, which,
though the Doer resistanse may be stabhborn,
should he accomplished if he is prepared to
make thoe saerifice of life which it will damand,
The British War Offlce does not seem to res
gard Gen. Buller's suceess as an absolute
certainty, as it has not yet ventured to express
more than a hope that he will reach Lady-
smith,

Turning to Sterkstroom, the Boer attack on
Pen Hoek, near that place, nnd on Bied's Siding
on Wednesday morning, doss not seem to hava
been seriously pressed. They are said to have
rotirad from the latter place on the arrival of
rednforcements, and to have been followed Ly
the British eavalry and mounted infantry
toward Dordrecht

The position about Colesherg continues an
enigma We are told that the Boers hold a
position halt way on the direct road betwesn
Rensburz and Colasborg, and that they shelled
onaof the British positions on Wedneaday ; an-
other statement js to the effect that the
vosition was shellad for an hour
vesterday  with  Iyddite  shel's, and  that
their guns  had been unpusually aoctive
Intely,  From this It {s evident that the
Joars ara not serionsly alarmed as yot by the
movements that have heen reported from time
to time with the objeet of eutting off their
ratreat by Norvals Pont. The inference isthat
(ian. French has not made the progress the
despatehes would lsad one to balieve

The despatehes from Modiler River contain
no indieation of the motive of Gen, Maoe-
donall’s oeenpation of Koodoesherg and
tha drift on the Riet River, beyond a hint
that it was intended to screen A movement
from Belumiont toward Douglaz, where there
are still some Boers, The truth probably lies
in another direetion, for Gen. Macdonald's eav-
alry reconnoissances are said to have quite
failad to gat the Boars to show their stroangth

loers'

and expose their positions in  his front.
Meanwhile, the Modder Camp outposts
report  that  the Joers  are pushing
their intrenchmeonts into the opren plain In

front of Magersfontein Drift on the Modder
River, It is not believed that there is any
truth in the reporta recently put about, that a
larga forea had been dotached from Gen.
Cronj»'s eommand to reénforea the Frea State
troops at CUnlesherg

The Reorganization of the Stafi,

To vae Eprron or Tue The
proper organization of the staff of the Army
hus for manv years been a subject of para-
mount interest to the Army, and any proposed
chunges are, of eaurse, followed in their devel-
apment with great interest,

The consolidation of the two supply depart-
ments, Quartermaster'sand Commissary, is the
first and most natural step, lu the Mantiago
campaign the Commi=sary Department elaimed
that it was entiraly dependent on the Quarter-
master’s Dopartment for the transportation of
its stares gnd yot was held rosponsible for not
getting them to the frout, This complaint was
founded in reason, and, were there no other
reasons, should in {tself ha sufficient to insure
the change being made

The noxt stap would naturally ba the eone
solidation of tha two administrative depart-
ments, Adjutant-Genergl's and luspactor-Gene
eral's, They ara closaly related, one Jdealing
with the orlers {ssuad from the various head-
quarters, the other dopeerned with the proper
execution of these orters (o all their detalls,
The most important step, however, is the pro-
posed detail of Line &M Sers for temporary duty
inthe varions stafl departments: and on that
the future ofMeivney of our Army lardely des
pepds.  In that way alone ean the stafl be kept
constant! v in tonch with the nends of the |ina,
and in that way alane can the staf? fulfll jts
highest duties

I would go one step farther, and vlaca the
staff departments, as far as all purely military
questions are concernad, under the Greperal
commanding the Army. At present they are
almost as independent of him as it he did pot
exist, The proasent Soecretary of War has made
a wise separation of the duties of his effice and
those of the General of the Aemy, bat this
should not depend on the Sccrotary of War,
but should be a mattar of logislation and prog-
orly detined, It certyinly was not the intention
of the law to ereate & number of indepeneont
Grenerials when the different staff departments
wore astablished o yet, daring the Spanish war,
it was not the General of the Army who wis
blamead for ineMeieney in any of these depart-
ments, but the heads of the departments, for
it was well known that the General (who
should huva been responsibler had had no cons
trolling voice in their actions, R

Jan. M

SUN—Nir:

Nominations by the President,

WasHinagron, Fob, 8 =The Prasilont to-day
sent the following nominations to the Senate
John M. Lenpihan to be Colleetor of Customs
at Dubuque, la
i, Joseph A, Marphy of Pannsylvania and
Dr. John 1. Kennedy of Coannecticut to be As.
sistant Surgeons in the Navy,

The Habit of Profanity,

To THe Epirenr o TR SuN—Sir: [ donot doubt
the good intentiana of ths Maly Nama Soclety of the
Albany Cathalie Church which mat to urge the usesf
meanato prevent the habit of ppafanes language: but
1 protest against the enfarcament af the eivil pen-
alitios agains' it. Tue State is a secular institution
and treasonsble language (s the anly prafamity
within ita pravimee, What is eansileved profanity
by aChristian is notas o nedered Ly & Hebrew, and
what is onpsidersd profane by bothof thom s uot
s0 eonsidered by an agnostie 1 do not ubject te
the Chtirch prohibitiug her adherents fram the use
of profane langusze hat 1 d» abject to her aver.
stepping her rights and demanding the enforce-
ment of hear doctrines by eivil law.

I Ao mot write thisin defence af profanity, as I
think there 1s pathing lower, nathing viler than to
foraman or 4 womnan ta utter a long string of oaths,
Profanity i3 not necessary to make language effec.
tive. It 13 the weapon of the coward and Wlly,
Profana langnage s going ont of fashion (as yon
have «o ably expressed (), and in the <amo manner
as the drinking of ntoxicants is decreasing. Publje

pinion i the pablic conseen When pulbilie
i us to profanit mora refined, pro.
faniity will cease to he, No tirade from pnlpit op
legisiature will ston it Training the consciencs of
the rising generation to perceive the evil of profane
languaze will help a great deal, Tre old vetarans of
profanity have been iu the same old rut too long to
turn out, ¥F.M.C

New Yons, Febo

opin heenin s
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PRICE OF THEATRE TICKETS

Too High for Play-Goers of Moderate Means
—=An “*Endowed' Theatre FProposed,

To tax Epiron or Tur Sun—Sir: Ona of

| the first things which strikes an old New

Yorker upon raturning to the city after an ab-
sence of some time s tho greater expense of
attending the theatre.

A fow yearasince aman in moderate circum-
stances could go out of an evening, get good
sentaatan A1 house and enjoy the show with-
out the harnssing thoughts during the per.
formance of “Whore can I make up for this
pieen of extravagance?" eapacially if the play
bo poor.  In those good old days It was possi-
bla to obtain the very bast seat in tho house,
at the box office, for $1.50, By “hest seat” is
meant anything within eight or ten rows of
tha stage, or the first two raws in the bal2ony
In some of the smallor houses. In any other
part of the archestra or firat baleony tha sonts
were only $1. Now, howover, one has to “carry
nosack™ to go to any of tha best theatres of
New York, as $2 and frequentiy $2.50 Is un-

blushing!y asked at the Lox ofMleo for the same |
£ents that inmy day were but $1 and $1.50 |

aplece

It is not all of us who are as young as
wo used to be and our hearing und sight
are not &0 good as ten years ago, =o that to
ket n seat near enough to the stage to
got an idea of what is going on the aver-
uge middle-aged person has another modern
evil to contend with ~the ticket speenlator,
It seems a shameo that any of the best theatres
in New York would allow sueh secnes as are
enacted night'y upon the pavements in front of
their entrances' Ladiea and gontlemen. us
soon as they approach, either on footorfrom n
carrimge. aro hesst and jostled inon most
annoving manner by this new type of axtor-
tinniat, and even the poor passer-hy, who has
neither iden nor mnoney to  attend the poer-
formance, is pestered by these humnan {lies
until he has broken through and passed bayon |
their last pickot lines, Shoull a married man
of modeat means desiring to take his wifo to
some “gnod plav’ go to the box oMes of
almoat any theatra and ask for tiekots—"'a
couple of good asgts, not more than flve to
pevan rows from the stage’ ~thechancees aro he
would be told “the house is all sold for two
weeka "

As a result this man, if he would see this
play bafore taken from the “boards,” must
purchase his tickets from some newsstin i
wuent or speculator on the strest at an advanes
of from O centa to £1 aach,  Ticketa at the re-
cont Irving-Tarry visit wera atvertisod anil
rosted at 23, whareas thay eonld not be pur-
chused for &10 vach

To attend the fashionable theatres, whora
one seas the better elass of plays and acting.
will, when the next advance in prices comes,
be the privilege of anly the rich, as the poor
cannot ufford it and the middie class only
ooensionally by denying themselves in other
wavs

The stage Ly all s acknowladged to ba edue
eating and improving. Would it not, therefare,
be an exeallont apportunity for soma ool
philunthropists, instead of endowing alrealy
rieh colleges or libraries, to build some
theatras and <o andow them ns to employ
®ond, strong stoek companies who would pers
form good plays and operas at prices within
the reach of the general publie? Nuch a work
would Le a charity and a great beneflt to the
hnnple who would like to attend a good play

ut cannot on account of the expense,

Thers are laws passed hy the Legislaturs to
govern rates of trancportation, to regulate the
honrs of Iahor and the rate af wages, there s
alsoan ordinance in this city coneerning cab
hire, 8o why eould thers pot ha sone legislg-
tion to pravent theatres and playhouees from
charging such prices and permitting their
ticketato pass into the hands of agents or
gpoculators but to keep them oniy for sale ut
the box office at reasanable fgnres? Why
conld not some ambitious champlon of the
“abused and swindled publie” ar AlLany intro-
duee such a bill”

It would be far more sensibla than some
pending there at tha present timae

. N AMNovLn-BE THEATRE-GOER.

NEw Yorgk, Feb, 1,

THE CHORUS GIRI,

Her Rapld Development Into a Personage
of the First Importance to the Stage.
From the Wachington Chorus tiir/,

It Lydia Thompson’s famous cluster of gold-
en-haired ringlets coull be lined up against a
group of the chorus girls of this ln de siccla
age they would look like a handful of Confed-
erate money, The ensemble singers of to-day
would also pale the lights of Arnold and Bo-
lossy Kiralfy's famed luminaries—the pioneers
of the glorious era of pink tights.

For the chorus girl has developed more than
hercalves. She nolonger merely f1lls gaps on
the stage and gaops [n silken hose. She {s some-
thing mora than a hoslery model, She isthe

power, the volume, the ensemble, the pieture,
She 18 to comie opara, burlesque aud extravis
ganza what tha man behind the gun is to the
flghting maehine that conguers territory for
stay-at-home po!iticians to mouth over.

It the prize packags of the Thompson or
Kiralty forces could reappear upon the scens
to-day sha won!d atarve or tuke in plain sew«
ing. She certainly eould not secura an en-
gngement She would find that the fleshings
of to-day are cut on more liberal and more
symmetrical linea; that voieas are enltivated
instead ot filled ;that the stundar) of measure.
ments of Kiralfy 18 not the standard of the
present producers of the fantaatic in amuse-
ments; and that she is not only not in tha
pariod, but out of the picture,

It {s not getting ron wise to remark that the
“merry, merry” of alinost any comie opers or-
ganization that lnhﬁm be mentionad contalns
at least one girl who is a prima donna in al
but name—and salury. Thers ae many Edna
)ﬂuvu. Alice Neilsens and Mathille Previlles
hidden In the group back stage, with their
lights burning flercely ont in the constant an-
dedvor to light the &loom of their despair
while waiting for the golden opportanity

Theare are {n the chorns many rofimed women
posasssad of rich culflvated volesas, who ore
there to be gilded with experience and var-
nished with polse, They are building and
waiting for the night when the furtain is held
becanse the usual ocoupant of the immeadiate
centre of the nlnfn is indispesad, or not dis«
posed, or has trakked with a bag of moaney in
the guise of a husband. or has given notice ha-
cause her salon de raba is a few inehes shyer
than the angel's friend, Itisthaen that the girl
at whom this hongnet is aimed steps demurely
forward and becowes an IT.

Avplications for Postage Stamp Books,

WasiiNaron, D, O, Feb, 8 ~Aunosuncement
was made in THE SUN sevaral days ako that
the Dost OfMee Dopartment had arranged
te isaue two-cent stamps in book form, charg-
ing 205 cents, §9 ceuts or O7 cents each, It
was statad at the time that po bosaks would be
op sale bafora April. Notwithstanding this, ape
lications for books are already reaching the
Jepartment. A Pastmaster in Ohlo as
his share “withnut delay,” as thers s good
demnnd for the books” in _his tawn.  Another
ofMcial in the Middla West asks for order
bianks in order that his supply mav not be do.
layed.

Chicago Phonetics,

The Senite of the University of Chicagn has vetoed
the action of the Administrative Board of the Uni.
versity Press in decding to adpt for use in the
university publicatyons the National Educational
Association's list of taelve words in the abbreviated
phonetie spelling. —Chicano news stem,
O Doctors. lernd in menny things,
Nodoutit's just az wel
That yu ar met by others who
Reject yorn wa tu spil,
Perhaps tha no no more than yu;
Perhiaps not quite az minch
But tha ar niores conservatiy
And rather keep in tnch

With what iz old, than what iz nu,
Becanse they ne that what

Izmn and hitherty untride
Ma posibly ba not

Thepropar thinz: and s» tha stand
Stif-nekt agenst yara plan

Tu drop the old and ma'e the nu
Canspikuus in the van.

That it iz sumwhat ruf on yu,
We must admit, but then
Yu've got tu ga a littel sln
The conquests ov the pin
Arnever quick sz ar the soard's,
And time alane ean tel
The trinmf ov yars #floris tu
Adopt nu wasa ty spel,

But yu wil get thair, never fear,
It's bound tn kum, for we
Ar forjing onward tu the frant
With wnndrue energy.
And when wa cough, we'll cof, gadznoks
ApA If wd'rm tongh, we're tuf.
And when we're throngh, wa're thra; and then
Foough wil be ey

Aud phthisic =il he tizeik then
And sa wil debt be dar,
Aud sigh wlfalawatn g
And al the rest, yu Let
Wil take a tumbel tu themselves,
And speling by yore wct
Wil in good time bekum su be
‘A grand fonetic fact.
Woaiax J. Laxrron,

THE AMERICAN CANAL

The People Begin to Understand What the
Pending Proposition Means,

To tue Evrron or Tug Bux—Sir: Your
masterly oditorial to-day on the Hay-Pauncee
fote Treaty did not, unfortunately, treat of the
uses of the trans-isthmian canal in times of
pence,

The case soems to be as follows:

Wa have an Atlantic smpire and a Pacific eme
plee. Our Atlantic empire thrives because
thers our nineteenth-century civillzation fe
based on up-to-datoe transportation, Our Pas
cifle empire {8 stunted beranse it has to base
ninetesnth-contury civilization on eighteenthe
contury transportation methods, Its distancds
are so great that it eannet do business with the
eivilfzed parts In steamships. An {sthmian
eanal will give our Pacif'e empire command of
modern transportation, put a proper foundae
tion under the strpeturs of its commerce, and
start a growth thees comparablo to that ofoue
middle Wost, which has followad the great dee
velopment of rail-and-water transportation e
the building of railronds and deepening the
Great Lake ehanne!

Sueh o canal bonres a like relation to the pros.
perity of our nation as a whole as the Sault
SBte, Marie Canal bears to that of the Great
Lake region, 1t is just asessentially a part of
our internal transportation wsystem as the
Suult Canal, the eanal in the Ohio River ag
Louisville, or the Hadson River, Lake them, {8
must and will he a national highway, %o be
used without cost or unueccssary rostrietions
by our domestie trade, If thia use cannot
obtain, it will fai! to bear its fall fruit, ana oue
Pacifie emplre will remain  stunted. The
growth which will fol'ow eommereial freedom
is iltusteatod in the Sault Canal, whieh, since (¢
was macte free, has developed a business of
25,000,000 an increasn of twelvafold
in eightecn yoar<, amd mors than three
times  the  tonnage  of the  Pacifia
coust, foreign and coastwise included, The
Ranlt Canal has been the most suecossful
public work ever constracted except the Erie
Canal. It begun under proper auspiees, the
Niearagua Cana! wiil measure its sueccess with
these.  Like theso, it will build empires and
shape history. Diat a treaty which lays tha
whola cost on ws, and at the same timecompels
us to make it free toall the world In order to
make it free to our domestie trade and leaves
what will bo cnrmost vital artary of sea-borna
commeres oxposad to the tourniquet of ona
hostile warship, is not good statesmanship o
gnod sense

Mr. Hay <honld have taken advice from some
on transportation before he exposed
himse!lf tothe ingenuity of a British diplomatg
forif thers i one thing on which the B: gish
are postod better than another it is transporfae
tion and its effect on modern lile

Lovd Panncefote won a great diplomatie vice
tory over Mr. Hav. He secured for his country,
g0 far as he could, the free use of the Nicaragua
Canal, without loading it with one ceat of
expenditure or an fota of responsibility, He
Knew the substanes from the shadow and gos
what he wanted, At the sama, time he placed
the canal under Brotish domination to run with
British control of the sea

The Nicaragua anl Suez
parallel cases. The Suez Canal is not part of
the British coastiine as any I=thmian eanal bee
tween the Atlantio and aeifle is of ours;or, if
the Svaz Canal is deemed a British waterway,
then Dritain conteols it by her navy. Do wa
want a treaty which will compel us to measure
navies with Great Britain?

New York, Feb. 7. Cuavxery N, DurtoN,

tons,

export

canals aro not

To t™ir Epttor o Tue Sux=Sir: Your are
ticie on the American Canal to-day delighted
me, especlally with regard to fortifying the
avproaches, We should not “surrender In
advance the right tofight at our own canal in
defenee of our own interests,” Neither should
we “guarantes the use of the canal by oug
encmies inoperations agiainst h‘wlr'i\'lV“,\‘A"

Who {5 the other party to this treaty?—tha
nation that maintains a line of fortiflcations
along the southern border of Canada, intended
only as a menace to the United States,

Now, a8 a prerequisite to ratifieation of this
treaty, let all those forts Le removed., And
certainly we should never give away any part
of Alaska, On the contrary, we ought to have
retained the whole line of Pacifle coast up te
latitude 54 40, Fowarp Hows,

New Yorsg, Fob, 7,

Torur Forron oF THe SUx—Sir: It seems to
me that the problem presented to Secretary
Hay in connection with the abrogation of the
Clayton-Lulwer Treaty was very simple,

The treaty was obsolate, having become so
by the direet violation of its prineipal condition
by Great Britain,  As a matter of courtesy only
wore wo required to ask Great Britain to cane
cel it,

All that eommon sense required of Secratary
Hay was to ask ths question through Ambase
sador Choate. Wa should, naturally, owing to
England’s professions of friendship and desire
for our good will during her disastrous Boer
war, expect that her answer would be a please
ant acquicseenea to our desire to eancel the
treaty. 1f, on tha other hand, her answer was
unfavorable, two courses would be open for us:
either to abandon the canal or go ahead and
construct it and ask England: “What are you
going to do about i1ty To this her answep
would either be that she would consider it an
unfriendly act or she would drop the subject as
being a considerably larger contract than hep
Boer war

Instead of pursuing this simpla means of
reaching the desired end. our astute Secratary
of Stata gots up another treaty, whera none
was wanted or required, whieh, if confirmed by
the Senate—which heaven forbid!~would pree
vent our fortifving the canal, and would virte
unlly make Fugland a partner, without risk
or expense, inour private entarprise,

Thenew treaty shonld not pass, and the Bece
retary of Stute should begin to learn a few
American sentiments, Evidently, he has lived
too long i England and has also become hype
notized, F. D. L. PrexTISS,

New Yorg, Feb, 7,

To e Epiror or Tue Sun~Sir: In cortain
seotions of the Canal Treaty it 18 provided tha§
the canal shall be “free and open” to veasels
of war of all nations, in war no less than in
peace, and that it shall never be blockaded and
no right of war shall be exercised within {t.

This means that if wo wera at war with any
great naval ¥tate its ships of war would have
the npportunity to usa the canal to our disade
vantaga, and, though wa built it, we should
Lo poweriess to prevent their exercise of the
right,

Ifthat is what wa are to got in place of the
alrendy  really  abrogated  Clayton-Bulwer
Troaty, bettor lot the troaty stand for what it is
worth. If that I8 to be the price of our buflde
ing the Nicaragua Canal, better lot {t g0
unbuilt,

Tha true treaty for Mr, Secrotary Hay to have
spent his time in negotiating Is a treaty with
Nicaragua, which of itself would have abroe
gnted the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty by making
Niearagua a part of the territory of the United
States by annexation. Then the canal, being
wholly fu our own territory, we aould do as w3
ploasad abont it withont econsulting England
or makingany son reasic ns to it, Law,

New Yozg, Feb. 7.

—

FOR ENLAR :ED CANALS,

State Commeres Committee to Present "
Bill Authorizing the Work,

Ata meating of tha Executive Committes of
the Ftate Committes on Commerco yesterday
a sub-committes was appointed to draft a bil]
to be introduesd in the Legislature to sarry
Into effect the recommendations of the Gove
ernor's Canal Comnittoe, The subeee mmittes
consiets of the Hon. John D, Kernan of Utica,
Charles A, Wardie of Cut G, H Raymond
of Buffalo and Frank 8 Gardner, Neoratary of
the New York Board of I'rade and Transportae
tion. The Exeentive Committee alsn adonted
a resolution protesting against Congressman
McClellan's bill for the acquirement of the New

kill,

York State canals by the Federal Goverameal,




