3

T —

SILENCE ON BOER CHASE.

ROBERTS SENDS NO REPORYT ON

RESULT OF HIS OPERATIONS.

Spirit of Criticism Increasing in England
~Mall Reports From Bloemfonteln Make
Roberts Partly Responsible for the Korn
Spruit Disaster-Bellef That All Is Ready
tor & General Advance From Bloemfontein,

pecial ( able Despateh to THE SUN.
Loxpox, April 28 - Public interest in the war
pas fallen to a low ebb in this country, or, per-
haps, It would be more correct to say thnt the

war ix rapidly becoming unpopular  There
may be a change =hortly if Gen Lord Roberts
executos n brilliant forward moven wnt, which,

it 1s generally believed, will be immedintely
attempted  Whatever turn events may take,
howaver, there is no doubt that the English

popnlar verdict about this war will be that it s |

an unmitigated calamity I glamour and en-
thusiasm have entirely disappeared. No possi-
ble gain can offsed the terrible cost alrendy paid,
and the question aaked more persistently daily
by all classes (a0 “Conldn’t it have bean honor-
ably avoided?"”

This growing spirit of eriticism finds no ex-
pression as yet in the great Journals.  1In fact
the press is not a reliable index of English publio
sentiment at the present morioent It 18 neces
sary to gotat the peopls thamselves

I happened to drop into A see nd-clnss musie
hall for an hour the other evening  When the
war biograph was on there was plenty of patri-
otic enthusiasm over the pletures of military
and other fuvoritas, but to my amazement when
the portrait of Colonial Secretary ( hamnberlain
wassliown thers wis i storm of hlsses which al-
most drowned the faint applause This, remaems
ber, was inconservative, imperialist London,
where kix months ago the Colonial Secrotary
was one of the tnost popular menof the day. 1
was sorry that Cecil RRhodes’s plcture was not
shown, for by the above token there is little
doubt that he would have been execrated

As for the milizary situation, no one’s opin-
fon in this country outside of the War Offlce s
worth anvthing The smbargo onall fmportant
fnformation from the front is mora complete
than ever  To-day’s S8outh African madl, which
brings latters dated Blomufontein, April 7, sup-
plies the only news in regard to the #ituntion of
any real value, and it is not pleasant news from
an Eoglish point of view, Tt 8 made clear, for
{nstance, that Gon. Roberts himself was primar-
NIy responsible for the Koro Spruit disaster Col
Broadwond sent word to Gen. Loberta four
davs before his loss saying that the enemy in
great fores was near him and his two small bri-
gades of cavalry and monuted infantry. Gen
Roberts told him to return.  Col. Broadwood in
reply pointed out that the Boers were on both
his flanks (ien. Roberts answered that they
eonld not be in more than trifling numbers,
Theteupon Col  Broadwood tried to make a
foreed march st nicht, but the Boers sur-
rounded him beforedaybreak

It is further explained in regard to the ap-
parent di<handing of the Boer forces when
Bloemiontein was ocenpled by the Britlsh that
the burghers mostly raceived ten days' leave to
visit their wives and farms. ‘They reassembled
as strong as ever & fortmight later. This action

on the part of the Boers was entirely safe, for it
was well known to them that it was fmpossible
for the British to move further until a long halt
had been mada to bring forward horses and
supplies

Gen. Roberts has now acoumulated sufficient
stores to make Bloemtontein a permanant base
and there is little doubt that he will now under-
take an active campaign, if hetis not already on
the move. *

The Central News the other day published an
interview with Major-Gen Sir Willlam Henry
Rhodes Green, the famous Anglo-lndlan
strategist and flghter whose predictions during
the war have been singularly correct. His
present belief is that Gen. Roberts after leaving
a strong force to oppose the main Boer army at
Kroonstad will strike for Van Reenen's Pass
and overwhelm the Boers who aranow in Natal,
and with Gen. Buller's army invade the Trans-
vaal by way of Laing’s Nek. This statement
has not attracted nearly the amount of atten-
tion it deserves. It certalnly has the merit of
novelty and probability. That there s rome
amount of truth initis strengthened by the
fact that Gen (ireen is a cloge personal friend
of Field Marshal Lord Wolseley and Adjutant-
General Sir Evelyn Wood

Adjutant-Gieneral Wood, by the way, stated
yesterday that as soon aa he learnedof the pub-
Heation of Gen. Lord Roberta's strictures on
the conduct of the Ladysmith relief operations,
Gen. Buller tended his resignaton to Gen
Roberta, who refused to accept it

The well-informed Agencia Libera of Roma
states that the military attaché with the British
headquarters in South Africa has sent a second
peport of the recent operations, dealing more
particularly with the relief of Kimberloy, the
eapture of Gen. Cronie and the occupation of
Bloemfontein

The attaché deseribes the enormous diffienl-
tles which the Englishsoldiers had to sarmount,
their courage and great powers of endurance,
and the mmaptitude of soma of the British
Generalsand the marvellons resistanes of the
Boers The attachs expressos the opinion that
while the campnign will still be long and dim-
cult there can be no doubt of the aventual oce-
eupation and absorption of both republies
The attache i< evidontly a devoted admirer of
Lord Robert< asa General anda gentloman
and of Lord Kitchener as an organizer and a
master of details

The work of the Hoer Peace Commissioners
to Europe has been absolutely without result
and their oforts no longer attraet any atten-
tlon.  This ia not heeause of any change in Con-
tinental publie sentiment, which is atill almost
unanimous'y pro-Boer, but is owing to the fact
that their mission i= entirely hopeless at tha
present time.  The delegates themselves freely
admit thig and profess 1o confine their hopes to
the United States, where they still propose to
undertake a eampalgn on  behall o their
doomed republics.  They are wise enough to
add that thev will refuse to make thelr mia-
sion in any sense partisan with regard to the
coming Presidential eampaign in the United
Btates  They hiave not vet fixed a day for sail-
ng. Dr. lLevds, the Furopean diplomatio
agont of the Transvaal, will remain in Europe,
whers he can do more sar the cause of the
struggling burghers alona than with the assist-
ance of the special enissaries

KRUGER SEFEKS A SOLDIFR'S DEATH,
Col. Riccl Sayvs That “Oom Panl' Is Disheart-
ened and Hopes to Die In the Field.
Spectal Cabie Despateh (o THE SUN

LoxpoNn, April 28 A private letter has been
received in London from Col Ricei, the Ttalian
oMeer in the emiplay of the Boer Government,

which gives agloomy acconnt of the state of
affairs in the Transvaal n month ago The
writer savs “Iwery day  diminishea the

burghers’ hopes of obtaining an honorable
peace based on the recognition of the indepen-
dence of tha republios President Kruger, hy
look and voles, shows | olf disheartened
He is nearly always in the flald, where he
ardently hopes to find a soldier's death  Many
European voluntears have deserted varions
commandos and the Boer armiss daily Jose
men whose places cannot be supplied  Sines
the commencorment of February thera
not been a dozen voluntesrs from the outside
world. Roberts hasall the trump cards in his
hand and ean subdue the Transvaal without
giving battle

“One need only wait  Already the process of
disintegration of the Boer forces has set in,
while the atores of ammunition are diminishing
ata much greater rate than new shot and <hell
and cartridges cun be manufactursd. At
Johannesburg, as in Pretoria, the one over-
powering desire s for peace.  The country I8

dead, and many desgair of its ever coming to |

life again *

Col. Ricei adds that the commandant at
Johannesbiurg has 1s<ued a proclamation for
bidding citizens going near the mines, from
whieoh it 1s assumed that thera Is some trath in
the reports that arrangements have been made
for their destruction A good many burghers
appear to bellove that the gulid wiues consu-

have |

e

I tute a sort of hostage which God has placed in
| their hands and by means «f which England,
| whoss ona desire iy to get gold, can be compelled
to concede reasonabla terms of peace

JOHNANNESBURG,

Police Investigation of the Explosion at the
Begble Enginecring Works.
Spec.al Cadble Despatch to THR SUN
From Tur SUN's Correspondent at Johannesburg.
JOHANNESRURG, April 26, via Lorenzo Mar-
ques, April 28, 7 A M. State Mining En-
&lnoer Klinke has been interviewed in regard
to the explosion nt the Begble Engineering
Works He states emphatica'ly that after due
' investigation he i« of opinion that the explosion
| was caused by dynamite placed in trenches
outside the factory and connectad with it by
wires  The total casunlties wera twelvo killed
and sixty injured. Most of the injured were
‘ only slightly hurt. The majority of *he em-
ployees were Frenel men and Talians
The works sustained small damage Splendid
servioes wera rendered by the Jawish, S wise
and French burghers’ arnbulanes corps
The representatives of the minin, companies
who are still {n town immediately started a pub-
lic subseription fund for the relief of the dis-
tressed.  ‘The Goerg Company (imited), the
Eekstein Company, the Consolidated Gold
Fieldsand the French Bank cach contributed
£250 The French Rad Cross Society and sev-
eral other organizations subseribed £150.  In
lews than two hours £2,000 had been subseribed
and the good work {a still progressing
Just as this despateh is being sent the De-
tective Department has made severaliinportant
Grrests

ARRESTS AT

CANADIANS WERE IN FRONT

Smith-Dorrien’s Occupation of Thaba N’'Cha
Christian Richter’'s Farmhouse Burned.
Special Cadle Despateh to THE SUN.

From THE SUN'S Correspondent with Gen. Roberts,

BLoeEMrONTEIN, April 27 Gen. Smith-Dore
rien occupied Thaba N'Chu on Thursday.  The
Boers retired to Ladybrand after flzhting a
rear-guard action throughout Wednesday's
retreat

The Canadians, spread out in skirmish order,
wera (sen. Smith-Dorrien’s vanguard and had
to do most of the work. The Shropshires and a
battalion of the Gordon Highlanders were also
with Gien. Smith-Dorrien

Chrisdan  Richter's farmhouse has bean
burned. A white flag was flying over {t, but
this waa regarded as a decoy, as many
armed Boers wero secn in the vicinity. Mr.
Richter is not charged with shooting at British
soldiers whilo the white flag was flving over his
house, but ha {s under arrest

DUTCH NEWSPAPERS COMPLAIN,

Say the Government of Cape Colony Is
Decoming a Faroce,
Special Cable Despateh to THE SUN
Prom THE SUN'S Corre®) ndent at Caps Town.
CarrTowy, April 28, 10010 A. M. The Duteh
newspapers (ns Land and News savagely attack
the Hon. J Rose-Innea, the leader of tha British
minority in the Cape Parllament, for the inter-
view with him printed in TRe SUN of April 8
They say that Mr Rose-Innes desired to over-
ridea the constitution They go on to say that
there s no reason why the Cape Parllament
should not be able to deal with the trial of the
rebels  The Dutch papers also advocate an im-
mediate meeting of the Cape Parliament
The News characterizes the appointment of
Mr Blackwood as Judge Advocata as scandal-
ous. The Ons Land says the government of the
Colony is beoom!ng a farce

GFN. POLE-CAREW'S ADVANCE.

Had a Hot Engagement at Bushmansfontein
With 1,000 Boers.
Special Cable Desparch to THR SUN
From THP SUN'S Correspondent at Thaba N'Chu.
THAnA N'CHy, O F 8, April 28 535 P
M —Gen  Pole-Carew, after fighting  at
Leeuwkop in econjunetion with Gen  Dick-

son on Sunday and capturing Paard Kraal,
marchad to Tweedeialak On  Monday
ha marched to Bushmansfontein, where

he found 1,000 Boers with a Krupp gun and
gome pompons  Gordon's brigade seized the
forward ridge, the possession of which the
Boers contested

In a short time tha entire cavalry division
was engaged, and they remained In action
until the Boers retired

SMALL 10SSES OF THFE BOERS.

Sir Willlam MacCormac Says Theyr Had Only
Five Killed at Colenso.
Spectai Gadie Despateh to THE SUN
Losxnox, April 20 - Sir Willlam MaeCormae,
Presideny of the Royal College of Surgeons, who
has recently returned from the front, said in a

speech hara  Jast  night that  Englishmen
discredited  the  Boer reports of  thelr
casualties.  But, he added, two German

officers whosa ward he had no reason to dishe-
lieve told him that at tha first battle of Colanso,
when the Britieh losses were 1,140, the Boer
losses were 5 killad and 25 woundaed

BOER PLANS IN NATAL.

Forces Arranged to Defend Any Pass the Brit-
ish May Decide to Attack.
Speclal Cable Despatehto THE SUN
LADYSMITH, April 28,—-The reports about the
marsing of the Boers at Tintwa Pass appear to
have no foundation Thera are on'y gmall par-
ties of burghers in that neighborhood,
Commandants De Beers and Vanniokerk have
go arranged the Boer forces that they ecan be
massed at any pass which the British might at-
{ tempt to foree

REPUILSE OF BOER DELEGATES. @

Told at The Hague That Thelr Mission Was of
No Avall.
Special Cabie Despateh to THE SUN.

Tue Hacue, April 28, - It {s reported that Dr.
de Beaufort, the Miniater of Foreign Affairs and
President of the Ministerial Coundil, informed
the Boer peace delegates that however much
the (iovernment of the Netherlanda sympa-
thized with the SonthAfrican republioa it was {m-
posgible to undertake solated diplomatie inter-
vention

TAXES IN NEWPORT.

Cottagers Pay More Than Half of Them -Some
of the Assessments.

Newpont, R I, April 28 New Yorkers and
other prominent summer residonts own more
than half of the $30.737.600 worth of real estate
in Newport and pay mora than half of the taxea
| The tax rate i« 811 per 81,000 thiayear  The fol-

lowing are the largost taxpavers

'state of Cor s wlerbilt

John Carter Bro

$500,000° pstate Ogdar . $HPS 500 Lienige

Peabody Wetinore, $ Wi Jamilton MK

Twombhly, $514,500 estate [[ohart Gooeloet, $417,-
I a0 Josephine Brooks, 304,100 Preder W\

R0R3.000 matate
a E Belmont,

Nanderbadr, $201,100, Jaes d Van Alen,
300 Mary A King 837,200 Elhridee |
80,500, Harriet lvoe Ganioell L1,

Cariswold, €250 40 peo Belmont,  $225,600
ectate W H King, 8324000 catherine 1, her
nochan, $208000, and Willlam Waldor!  Astor,

202,400
The Mexlcan General Torres Promoted.
AvsTiN, Tox, April 28 A despateh  from

Ortiz, State of Sonora, Maxico, «avs that (en
Lorenzo Torres was to-day ofllcially advised
that he has promoted to the

Rrigadier-tioneral by President Dinz, and that
his nppo ent i beon  ratiiled by the

heen FAlik 0l

| Aogician Seaate ypromation wnsmade in

| pecognition of his efMefont serviee incondueting
the campaign ngain=t the Yagm indians  Gen
TForres is (i command of ont 7,000 troops now |

bin thie Neld against the Yaquis

Mae Willlams Discharged.

| Mae Williamis, who was taken to the New
York Hospital in a cab on Thursday night suf
| fering from earbalic acid poisoning, was dis-
the Jeffar<on
she refused to
was with herin

elarged be Mazistrate Meoade
' Markst poiies court vesterdny
give the name of the man who
[ the cab

Brief Reviews of Important and Interesting
New Publications
Transpacific malis are forwa.ded to port of salling
datlly and the seiedule of (loainz |8 arranged on the
presumption of thelr uninterrupied overland transis
§Reglswered mall closes at 6 1. ﬂ{ previous day.

THE SUN, SUNDAY,
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WORK OF TIIE BOER WOMEN, | o oen s ve ot may 1e e

THEY TILL THE FARMS WHILE THE
MEN ARE AWAY FIGHTING,

Like the Men. They Delleve That It Is n Holy
War and Glve Thelr Dearest to the De-

upon the women of the ‘Transvoal The fm-
portance of this (s easly renlized when one
conmiders that an army, as o famous General
sald, ix like & serpant, for it moves on ita belly
Some light 18 throw upon the splendid manner
in which these Boer women have worked by
A letter written from Pretoria by Douglas
Story. Hera 14 hia desceription of a Pretoria
market

“Two long rows of wagons stood axle-deep
in the mud, with their curtains rolled up and
their interiors showing. In each was n Boer
woman, sometimes a couple, and always n
youngstar or two. But thers was no man,
and people refrained from reference to the
absentees, Gowned in black, with her sallow,
wrinkled face set far back in her black kapple,
the Boer woman sita on a bundle of clothing
in the hinder part of the wagon eying the crowd
Befors her on & wisp of straw are the eggs,
pumpkins or potatoes she has brought to
market. But there were other keen-eyed
women on the market square that morring—
women who stood guard over heaped wagons
of forage and heavy loads of potatoes In bags
Thelr immediateobject was business, and I stood
eurfously by while the auctioneer disposed
of their bringings.

*Anxiety sat on every line of these women's
rugged faces. They scannad the crowd and
rearranged thepotaddes in the mouth of the
bag: until the auctioneer's quick hammer had
clearsd the 1ot Then they clambered silently
into the wagon again and resumned their inter-
rapted  toilet. Crowded market square  or
solitary veldt brought no blush to their cheek,
and they bralded their hair in the full presence
of the townspeople without a sign of embar-
rassment.  Blushes are the luxuries of the rich
and the grace of the effete dwellers in towns
The veldt woman has no use for such fopperies,
and despises them.

Meanwhile the potatoea and menlies were
passing under the hammer, and [ noted the
prices they fetched In war time. 1 and other
ignorant persons had predictsd a failure in
the food supply consequent upon the absence
of the men upon commando. We had reck-
oned without the Boer vrouw and a remark-
ably rainy season. Prioes are lower to-day
than [ have ever known thew in the Transvaal.
When Jameson crossed the border, four years
ago, forage was £0 108, per hundred bundies;
to-day it is 2% per hundred bundles. Potatoes
have fallen from 458, to 168 the bag. To ita
own astonishment, the Transvaal has emerged
from the battle smoke an agricultural country.

In war time,in the face of a possible slege,
prices i Pretoria are lesa than one-half of
thoss current in Buluwayo. Forage is £3 158,
in Buluwayo, but only 234, in Pretoria; Boer-
meal is sold at 55+ in Buluwayo, but fetches
| only 259, in Pretoria I saw baws of potae
tows change hands to-day at 16s. the bag,
when the priee in Buluwayo s £9. Whatever else
may fall them, the food supply 19 assured

“The extraordinarly favorable season which
has marked this year of war has seemed to
the Boer women a direct evidenoe of the hand
of God. They remember that the yvear of the
rald was the blackes' in the country's history,
with {ta nuserable tale of drought, rindorpast,
and locusts, and they joyously proclaimthe
difference from this year of plenty. Iu every
phase of this struggle one must recognize the
religious forvor of the people, and without
a full understanding of it no one can realize
the forces at work within the Republie. The
Transvaalers beliove themselves engaged in
a holy war, and the fact is one which the
statesmen who arrange tha flnal settlement
may not negleet

“Every night the peoplo mest In the hig
echurch on the Kerk square, a vast congrega-
tion of women and children, with such ofthe
men as can be prosent there,  Wounded burgh=
ers from the front and those on furlough
sprinkle the audiepce,  They attend the service
as they would a war counsel, and esteem their
predikant as they would a well-tried general.
The war seems to have burned out in great
part the influences of the gold rush, and the
people are become gimple as in their pastoral
days.

“Meantime there is nelther death nor desola~
tion in the silent dorps and farmhouses.  Boer
women are carrving on the work of their sona
and husbands, directing the KaMr labor, and
themselves driving to market as goodly loads
as ever wera socn there in peace tunes. But
it {8 quietly done Thera are vacant chairs
and dusty, untenanted velschoen to still the
heedless laugh and to set the gad-eved vrouw
bustling about unneeessary duties when the
children grow noisy or the Hottentot Kitehen
help shouts across the vard,

“Thoey are not beautiful, thesa Boer women,
nor promsng candidates for romantic  treat-
ment, but I have seen enhough to know  their
practical value in the land. On them falls the
slow sorrow of the titnes, Tho politics of the
war were inoother hands, but the prosecution
of it rest® in great part with the women. Had
they not token the direction of the farms into
their own hands famine would now be staring
the ecountry in the face instead of wel'-fllled
granaries and forage sheds While the ladies
of Lugland have been employed devising com-
forts for the troops the Boer women have busied
themselves with geting in the mealles and
digging up the potato erops. I he same woman's
heart beats with the same divine compassion
under the Boer vrouw's lvfie as under the
daintiest vestment from Worth

“This & a war of the Cromweliian period.

When baby comes to the home it will
hind the wite closer to the hushand, or
it will gradually tend to cut her off from
his companship. A sickly mother loses
in physical charm, and often in temper
and disposition, A fretful child is a
trial, even to loving parents. The use
ot Dr. Dierce's Favorite Prescription
prepares the wife for motherhood, It
strengthens the body, and induces a
healthy condition of mind, free from
anxiety or fear. It makes the baby's
advent practically painless, The mother
being healthy her child ie healthy, and
a heaithy child is a happy child, a joy
to the parents, linking them together
with 4 new bond of affection.

There is no opium, cocaine or other
narcotic in " Favorite Prescription.”

"1 read what your medicine haa done for
other prople " writes Mrs Fdwin H. Gardner,
of Leechwoxd, Norfolk Co. Mass., Bex ™, "so
thonght [ would try it, and 1 found it a hlessing
to me and family. I took your medicine a
year when [ Liad a ten pound girl, I had the
easiest time 1 cver had with auy of my three
children and I have been very well ever since,
1 took lhrr—l hottles of * Favorite Prescription,’
| three of ‘Golden Medical Discovery, and three
vials of *Peilets’ Defore 1took your medicine
I only weighed 135 pounds and now I weigh
178 pounds.”

I Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets cure sick
beadache.

vinists, inay have all the vices of the century
end; but the women are simple In the faith
and their faith kept the men in their trenches
at Colenso and at 8pion Kpp. When the hise
tory of this war is written the influence of the
Boer women will demand a very special plac
They hiave been single-hearted in their deter

:;:":l:n::" :'.:"::::l. 'g‘r:..m::::.““::'.h': | mination to maintain the independence, and

have not faltered in giving their dearest (o

Loxpos, April 20.- With  practical  every | o0 o 1 saw one woman turn  dry-eyed

able-bodied man and boy at the front. the | from the train at Pretoria with the hoarse
duty of looking ufter the farms has devolved | 0 0

‘He's the fourth son 1 have lost for Land en
Volk since Flandslangte. God preserve the
Republie!”

“With =uch lie the prosecution of the war
and the diMeulty of settlement.  Paul Kroger
has not only the back-country Boers to wrestle
with; I has the women (n and around Pre-
torin, who dog his steps and exhort him  to re-
member the sacred cause the people  have
sworn to defend. Their influence ennobles
patriotism, but it makes policy vastly
diMeult

moge

Something of the spirit in which the Boers
are fighting can he seen too in the following
atory told by the Australian Jjournalist, Mr
Hales. The conversation took place when he
was a pr soner in the hands of the Boers,

“‘“What do you fellows think of Australians
as fightorse’

“I asked the question earelessly, but 'the
answer that [ got brought me to my bearings
quickly, for then I learned that more than one
gallant Anstralian officer dear to me had fallen
never to rise again since 1 had been taken
prisoner. The man who spoke was little more
than a lad, a pale-faced, slenderly built son
of the veldt. He had tangled curly hair, and
hig, pathetic blue eyes, soft as a girl's, and
limbs that lacked the rugged strength of the
old Boer stock: but there was that namelesa
something, that indefinable expression in
hi# face which warranted him a brave man,  Ha
carried one arm in a sling, and the bandage
round his neck hid a bullet woind.

“I'ha Australlans can flght,' he said simply.
“They wounded me, and- they killed my father’
Perhaps it was the wind sighing throngh the
hospital trees that made the Boer lad's volee
grow strangely husky. possibly the same ciuse
filled the blue eyves with unshed tears,

“It was in fair fight, lad,’ [ sald geatly; ‘it
was the fortune of war.'

“Yes,' he murmured, ‘it was in fair fight,
an awful fight-I hope I'll never look upon
another Like it. Damn the flghting,” he broke
out flercely. ‘Damn the fighting. | didn"t
hate vour Australians. 1 didn't want to kill
any of them. My father had no ill-will to them,
not they to him, yet he is out there out there
hetween two great koples where the wind
alwavs blows cold and dreary at night-time.
rhe laddie shuddered. ‘Tt makes a man douht
the lova of the Christ,’ he said.  “My tather was
a good man, a kind man who never turned
the stranger empty-handed from his door
even the KaMrs on the farm loved him, and
now he {8 lving where no one can weep over
his grave, We piled great rocks on his grave
My cousin and I buried him.  We had no shov-
els; wa scooped & hole in the hurd earth ar
wall a8 we could, a long shallow hole, and we
laid him in it. 1 took his head and Cousin
Ghustave carried his feet.  We folded his hands
on his breast, laid his old rifle by his side, be-
eatse he had alwavs loved that gun and never
used anv other when out hunting. Then we
pushed the earth in on him gently with our
Lands, breaking the hard lumps up and erumb-
ling them in our palms so that they should not
brivse his poor flesh. He had always been 8o
kind, we could not hurt him, even though we
knew he was dead, for he had been gentle to all
of us in lifa: even the cows and the oxen at
home loved him-—and now who will zo back
and tell mother and little Yacoba that he is
dead. that he will come to them no more Oh,
damn the war,’ the lad called again in bis pain
‘1 don't know-only God knows—which eide
i right or wrong, but I do know that the curse
of the Christ will rest on the heads of those who
have made this war for ambition's sake or
the greed of gold, and the good God will not
lot the widow and the orphan child go un-
avenged: blood will yet speak for blocd, and it
mnat rest aither on the heads of Kriiger and
Steyn or Chamberlain and Rhodea " "

After these glimpses of Boer character as it
appea™ to men who are opposed to them, it
may be interesting to see what a Boer thinks
of the Englishman as he finds him in the field
The following are extracts from a letter written
by a burghar who fought at Cowesburg and
Paardeshurg

“At tha commencement of the war when
thers were but few HBritish troops in South
Africa, there was not much tighting to do with
the exception of the commandos who went 1o
Natal and bottled up Sir George White and his
army In Ladysmith. With the other Boer
armies it was just ona huge picnie I was
with one of the conungents that lay round
Kimberley. and with the exception of a few
small sk whes, which fade into insignifl
eanes compared with recent battles, we had
not mirch fighting ta do. There was hardly any
danger then, but etill we were always very care-
ful and hid oursalves as much as possible,
It is in our nature to take cover.  We cannot
understand Liow men ecan charge across o flat
and try to get into the trenches so that they can
use the bavonet We all own that it is pluc Ky
but then it is not war. Our ideaof fighting
1% to kil as many of the enemy as you can and [ose
aa few of your own men as possible The British
oMoer -that is aafarag I know him, and I have
only met him as an opponent on the battle-
fleld <roma to me to be a sort of A careless
daredevil who aims out atone thing. and thet
1 the Victorin Cross,  He doss things on the
battiefleld that no sane man would think of
doing. and placeslumselfin danger when there
8 not the'slightest reason why he should do so
With the Boer it is quitedifierent. There are
no ‘Distingnished Service Orders’ for him,
and he prefers to lin safe in his riflepit,
or comfortably ensconced bahind a huge iron-
atone boulder to endeavoring to save the
guns, or foolishly attempting topick upa wound-
ad man under a terribly raking fire. The ordi-
nary sportaman will consider that in this case
the Britisher i3 the best, but is it best, is it com-
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mon sense?  The Boor loses Ligdly any men, the
roll eall of the British regiment shows fearful
wnps.”

After deseribing how the British would bom- |
hard a kopje with Ivddite and shrapnel, having
their fire drawn by a line of Boers firing  Mar-
tinls from the summit. winle the men with |
Mausers and  smokeless powder lay

toonches at the foot, Lie procesds

e Britesh Wleer commanding
woutld then think all the Bosrs on that kopje
vere killed, and would send same poer unlortu-
‘ nate regiment to take the position. The order 1o
charge wonld be given, and the wretcned Tot-
nies were sent into the mouth of hell,
men, with their deadly Mauaors, were wacting
tor them below the kopde, and when they cane
within about four | Ired would rain |
jead on them.  No ortal conld have

quietiy

General

for our

vards
ng 1
stood the terrible, raking fire we
them, and 1 cannot understand how the “Tom

nsedd to give

mies’ used to re=form and eharge again with
v cheer.  Thiose kKhaki-clothed begears were
veritable demons. 1 know that i1 we Boers

had beon in their places we should have taken
to our heels and run. 1 bad often read about !

dritish 1 luck, but had never seenit. Tt wants o
e weery et it enn be balieved, But, a'ter o

<1t wil Just look At the many vosihions of oidrs
that eonld have been taken with the g 1
ease 15 common sense had only been teed by
the British otficers, 1 when reginent (fter
reglitnent was repilsed and sent by the officers
right ato our rit'es” mouths to be shot dow)

I was fighting for some weeks at Colesburg
ind bad the Lonor to draw sword agnirst
Gen. breach's forces theee,  French knew how
to flaht us Boers,  He did not rash K men into
death-trape when he could outttank them, |
and 1 must own, 1s an honest man, that he come- |
tlotoly outgeneralled ue.  He muds
1 admit, for insance, when he «¢
efated saffolks to charge ue IThe toer
never had & show [here were very fow |!
wn that hill that morning, but, then, we were
hidden and secure, whiie the charging Brit-
ishers made a splendid tgrget for our Mauser
bullata,  The Suflolks did all they conld, and
no man fan do better, but they never had the
slighteat clanes, and although we were con-
Flolh‘h‘ outnimbered, they fell an easy
i

|
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nto our hands "

!'as the central headguarters

| defr well

PV | 43 west 43th St.,
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THE RISK KITCHENER TOOK.

CUT 1LOOSE FROM NHIS BASE OF SUPe
PIIES TO TAKE BLOEMFONTEIN,

He Supplied Roberts's Army With Twenty
Days' Rattons, Marched it Into the Veldt,
and Showed That the Englsh €an Operate
In South Africa Far Fcom a Haliroad,

From T1y. SUN'S Correapondent with Lord Roberta
Hiormrostris, Mareh 22 1 will try to tell

the story of an uncommercial risk. Fven

in this countey at this time it would not be an
ription to cadl it o war ri=k, forall

il on beef and hixeuits

transport at one

eyt de
the calenlntions tar
and foraes and ox and wile

and at tie other on engineering work and iron
wirdors and pontoons and trestlos of crossed
railway sloeners  Ordnanes and ammunition

wore not disengsod 1 themost important fao-
wo that the best ttle for the enterprise
< to eadl it an nncommercial risk undertaken

tors

mon lnrge seale

Lord Kitchener wis the nnderwriter and the
cargo concerned was lLord Roherts's South
African fleld foree, numbering 40,000 men.
The risk was taken up at a place called Poplar
Grove on the Modder River, ifty miles west of
this  place The date which Is  impor-
tant - was Mareh &, just a fortnight ago. We
hed arrived®at Poplar Grove on the previous
ufternoon after the peculiar  military
performance 1 have yvet seen as the day's work
of two apposing armies. Lord Roberts moved
his varions units into the lines of position he
hind selected with the hope of outflanking the
Hoers, CGien. French brought hisdivision of 8,000
cavalry from the north to the south of the
river on the provious night and moved at dawn
to the estreme south of the British position.
Ihe infantry divisions of Gen. Colville's and
Gen.  helly-Kenny's moved along  eastward
to the left of the cavalry, on the north of the
river bank, where the Boers were to be cut
off should they run up country from French
The other infantry division, Gen. Tucker's,
was away twenty niles south to see that re-
enforcements did not reseh the Boers. It
should have been a bad time for Commandant
Christian De Wet, who was to have been the
victim of strategy ard big numbers. But in
vain the net is spread in the sight of any Boer,
Christinn De Wet had seen too much, and he
condueted o suceessful retirement ata range
of 4,000 vards from the British artillery.  The
infantry had ne part in the performance and the
cavalry found their stern chiase unproductive
It was after this great and bloodless operation

like & champion prizefight, where the com-
batnta carefully keep the entire diameter of the
ring between theni that we rested at Poplar
Grove and Lord Kitchener, to outwit the Boer,
took up an uncorimercial risk

Cronia was captured because he refused to
allow that a British army could feed ftself
away from a raillway He was wrong  Even
the sacriice of 200 odd wagons laden with
supplies'weighing more than a million pounds,
which wera let go to the Boers at Watertall
Drift with wscarcely a rather than
Jjeopard the converging movement on Cronje,
did not prevent the British from sitting and
getting food by transport until they tired out
the Boers after ten days of the appalling nansea
of thelr Paardeberg laager. Could another great
Boer foree he caught outright by underrating
British ability to feed a large army mostly
moving slowly on foot in a foreign country?
Tha British troops were getting rather too
far from their railway basos at Modder River
and Kimberloy They had to keep open lines
of communication over forty miles on the veldt
to Poplar Grove, and the Boers knew this dif-
tleulty must increase the nearer the British
appronched Bloemfontein.  Untfl Feb., 8 the
supplies for the invading fleld foree had been
brought up =lowly but regularly by convoy
Lord Kitchoner's unconunercial risk was to
lay in supplies for twenty davs for 40,000 men;
to drop all convoys and lines of coonmunication
with basas at the rear; and to give the army
the twenty days to talke Bloemfontein, repalr
all the railway south into Cape Colony, re-
build the bridge at Norvals Pont on the Orange
River, and draw their regular supplies by rail
from the great main depot at De Aar. The
firet risk was leaving the railway, The next
was cutting the painter absolutely.

most

struggle

8o confldent was Lord Kitchener in his esti-
mate, or 2o clearly did he see that i1 it failed
through raing or Boers of any rMsk or the veldt,
hius presenos on a derelict in nudocean of sand
and sparse scrub could not save i, that he went
with a fow of his staff officers that day, March
8, to Kimberley by road, took train for De Aar,
camd round the braveh line to Nauwpoort,
joined the Britieh troops operating at Colesherg
and pushed on totheriver.  He found the bridge
badiy damaged in three spans It wns a risk
he had taken into acconnt.  He set at work
pushing on men and matertal from Cepe Town
to make a bridge strong enough to stand heavy
continuous traftle and a swollen river before
days ran out.  Cnlverts were, of
course, blown up between hera and Orange
Rivaer, but eould all be repaired in a fow
davs. The great difievlty expectad was lack
of rolling stook.  ‘The Boena, it was reckoned,
wonld certainly push all their engines and
wagons northward on our approach. No
pontoon or ferry was likely 1o be able to bring
over locomotives from the Cape (olony side
to th's side This expectation of no stock
on the north side made the construction of
A strong rallway bridee over Orunge River
an immediale, nperutive necessity in Lord
Kitehener s scheme. The events that have
alrendy practically saved the situation, although
the bridge s not yet working, hbelong to the
story of Lord Roberts's advance from the
west on Bloemf{ontein

His headquartera troops, consjsting of the

Ninth [nforey Division, the Guards Brigade un-
dor GentPow-Carew, the Naval Brigade with four
L7=ineh gans and four twelva-poandars, moved
out from Poplar Grove anthe morning of March
10, Alarga toree of mounted infantry had moved
on the previous attarnoon. Gen. French was
glready six miles forward at Waailiock and
Gon. Kellv-Kanny was two miles bahind him at
Roodepoort. (n thea morningeof March 10
French advanead on  Abramskraal whers
De Wet had established his head lnager, Five
milas eut thoy suddenly encountered heavy
artillery fira from a long, low Roar position
some distanes south and four milea west of
Abramskraal, 1t was a surprise to which
the First Artillery Brigzade had no answer
until two hatteries of [{or<a Artillare galloped
np and engaged the Boer guns. The fight went
on at long range till midday, when the advanced
columns of Rallv-Kenny's division joined right
of the cavalry The Boer< made thae
vital mistake of regarding the Rixth Division

posjtion

column and spread
wide tll they turned their own extrome
round Kollv-keanv's right. lLord
Roberta’s owy eolimn appearsad early in the
Afternoon on the outaide of this formation and

very

befora tha Noars conld withdraw they lnst
more men prohably than they have had killed |
in any one engazemat in the weastern eame-
oalgn,  Tho next morning the entire Briti-h

from Drriefoantegr

nhors \

fores movel an

the bhattle, 1o Doy

the seene

fourteen.miln
Another
tired sleep and earvly start and a march fonrteen |
tor's Vi

v and saw not i ol the Boers

miles to Ve

atnrm ibwlonging to the
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ESYORE MITCAM AT O STTLEOF YR T WDRA BRI, |

PILES

DR. A. B. JAMISON,
N. Y. City,

BOOK FREE.

Over v lustradons and 100 |
testimaninls,  Safe I sure cure |
for Mile., ng, Flssure, &c.

v
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- Wraps, Coats and Long Garments.

(Second Floor.)

| THE PARIS NOVELTIES REMAINING FROM THIS
SEASON'S IMPORTATIONS, CONSISTING OF

| TAFFETA SILK, SATIN, LACE AND CHIFFON

| OUTSIDE GARMENTS, WILL BE OFFERED TO-

' MORROW AT MARKED REDUCTIONS IN

PRICES, AS FOLLOWS :

$275.00, Formerly $550.00
125.00, o 275,00
95.00, “ 185.00
75.00, “ 175.00

Shawl Department.

(Second Floor.)

INDIAN AND FRENCH CHUDDA, SCOTCH SHET-
LAND, ICE WOOL, EMBROIDERED SILK AND
BEAVER SHAWLS, AND SILK OR WOOL FASCI-
NATORS. FOR SEASIDE OR MOUNTAIN WEAR.

DRAPERY FABRICS, INDIA ART FURNITURE AND
DECORATIVE EASTERN ARTICLES
FOR FITTING UP SUMMER COTTAGES OR
COZY CORNERS.

On Counters First Floor, Rear of Rotunda:

DAMASCUS WALL BRACKETS, HAND CARVED,
AND INLAID WITH PEARL, $1.90 AND $2,50

DAMASCUS SMOUCHARABIC TABOURETS, CARVED
i AND INLAID WITH PEARL, THREE SIZES,

| $3.50, $4.50, $5.75

. PHULKARIES FOR DOOR, WINDOW AND WALL
DECORATIONS, . e EACH $4.50

| DAMASCUS CURTAINS,
FORMERLY $2.25 PAIR, . . . $145

- DOWN PILLOWS, 24 INCHES, COVERED WITH
| COTTON TAPESTRY, . . ‘ $1.75

1 DOWN PILLOWS, 24 INCHES, COVERED WITH
SYRIAN STRIPES, INDIA PRINT AND SIMILAR
FABRICS, s s e e s e $1.50

Ueholstﬂ Degartment.

{T'hird Floor.)

LIGHT CURTAINS AND TAPESTRY PORTIERES
AND COVERS, SUITABLE FOR SUMMER
FURNISHINGS.

WHITE NOTTINGHAM CURTAINS,
Regularly $1.65, 2.50, 2.75 pair, 98¢, $1.43, $1.75

BOBBINET CURTAINS, RUFFLED EDGE, TRIMMED
WITH LACE AND INSERTION,

Regularly $3.50 & $4.00 pair, $1.85 & $2.50
BAGDAD TAPESTRY PORTIERES, 3 YARDS LONG,
FRINGED TOP AND BOTTOM,
SOFT ORIENTAL COLORS, . PAJR, $2.90
TAPESTRY COUCH COVERS, 60 INCHES WIDE,
REVERSIBLE, TRIMMED WITH
FRINGE, . . . . EACH $%2.90

| TAPESTRY TABLE COVERS,
REVERSIBLE, 2 YARDS SQUARE, EACH, $1.85

o o P AN P S A P I .
| ————— P . S

€ighteenth $treet, Nineteentd Street and Sixth Aoenv:.

| within reach

| ener s risk his side was in Bloenifontein with

|

Transvaal Judge, Gregorowski, who sentenced |
the Johannesburg leaders to death after the |
Jameson raid flaseo,  Still there were no Boers I

It was hare, on March 12, that we

sympathies has to be thanked

sSalishury's refusal

the base of cornmunication
fors Bloemfontein, and so it proved. The |
unopposad.  An hour lator the Mayor, the | trusted to take
Landdrost and the \olksraad mgmbers drove | counter tactics
ot and tendored the surrender of the capital to |

[.ord Roherts, We lsarned from inhabitants |
that President Stevn had laft for Kroon-tad, | cact)y frontal attacks
mora than & handred mies north, on the pre. |

vious afternoon after a reproachful meeting with

the City Council. who said that they would not

that into account

Thev have

moveinents effective [t |

the fifth day from the beginniug of Lord Kiteh- |

protable
Boers’ resoinrees will sucoanih t

nr . W { . 1eenginih 1o some
stand having thelr buildings shellad. Thus, on | of Lord Kitchener's new styla of tackling hie

it Is believed alocomotive manager with Britl

T'his results have justified the first device of
" | maving troops without the railway and the seo
firs L { ! b 4 |

had the firs<t inkling o Kruger's |’unpn al and : ond of feeding trosps from a great contoy
That night it was hourly | moving within thejr lines instead. of relaysfrom
| mora evident that there wa< to be no fight hoe. | l‘i Boers hinve

1) el L AR
; geen a great invading army can exist 0 the £l
cavalry enterad the town by 101n the forencon | under hoth those conditions and they may he

Iord Roberts and Lord Riteh-
ener are now framing other sehemes for maki!
the mastery of the Transvaal possitle with

numbers and have shinwn how to make concerted
'

variafl

WOTK simply 4. abig busipess proposition

fifteen days' full rations irrespective of what |
oould be raised in the town and neigzhborhood |
or brought up the line above the neare-t point |
of intarruption i
There {a notvetafulltrainzervies tathasonth, I
but onthe sisth dav after our entry the ranager | pot benefit. Oue glees relje!
of the Capa Government railvaya and a few | MAt'er one will do you good
othar passengers arrived from Cape Town on [ risigiadg g g
oMeial biusinass connected with taking over tha | five cents.  Tie sire (0 gel he genuine
line. They were able to comeup [rom the noarth tooied by substitute
of orange River because the Boers had left |

torwarded to the Ripans Chem. (‘o

RIPANS

Wanted <A case of had health that RT.P A NS wll
No matier whiat s the
A eure may resultif
ey banish paln, 1nduce
Sold at all drug stores, ten 107
an'y
Ienn samnles and & thoae
testimonials will be malled 1) any addaress for J eenis
1N Spriee. N )

elaven logomotivas near the station hera, and
nine more which had baan lving in the repairing
sheds are again on the track

RUPTUR

For this windfall | Do pay. ALEX. SPEI

CURED while you work. You
4 when cured
S, box 93 Westbrook.

L



