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REAL NEGRO MUSIC.

DON'T SEEK FOR IT IN ARTIFICI-
ALLY MADE “COON SONGS.'

§¢ Exists Up and Down the Mississippl
and Negroes Themselves Can't Sing It in
Theatres — Musical Taste of the Race —
Weird Places Where Thelr Real Music Is
Sung ~ Its Origin and Its Expression.

ALBXANDRIA, lLa, May 18.—~Announcement

{n & recent issue of THE SUN that a band of all

negro performers would give “Carmen” in the

Lexington Avenue Opera House in New York

eity aroused oonsiderable intarest in this

region and thers were a good many predictions
of the result. Thesa predictions, in the main,
agreed that the negroes would sing well and
that they would act fairly well though the
acting would bear, necessarily, traces of ama-

teurishness—but it was contended that the |

performance would not be markedly differ-
ent from A parformance given by white peop'e
of talent and training, leaving ont of question
the timbre of the negro voice, which no amount
of cultivation can destroy, though it is soma-
times marred by teachers. These predictions
were based on the fact that the negro on tha
stage cannot be induced to sing like A negro.
He sings, or endeavors to sing, llke a white
wocalist. The end of it is that hi is not genuina
and in that sensa is disappointing, although he
makes as gnod musle as one would care to hear.

The experiment has been tried many times of
gathering in the South and sending out an all-
negro minstrel company. The members of it
did not act themselves. Thev acted negroes
as they had seen whita minatrels act them and
there was not a tradition of negro minstrelsy

handed down from Steve Fostar and Dan |

Bryant and the Christys which they violated,
They had the olin, tha interlocutor, the four
end men, the shop-worn almanac gags, the sen-
timental balladists, who sang in shaky grammnar
of homa and mother or the straved girl, the fel-
low who tells the audience that ha has adver-
tisad for a bootblack when a tongh coon staggers
in, walls his eves and plays every instrument
from a cow's horn to a concert grand, the
knockabout pair, the whole business. ‘They |
soloed and quartetted and chorused white
man’s music in imitation of negro music as
white men have sung in imitation of negro
singers for seventv-five vears

Naturally, being an imitation of an imita-
tion. they did not draw well and, after disastrous
seasons of greater or lass length, the mem-
bers of them split and earned their livings in
vaudeville, whera they do well. It is noticea-
ble, however, that they do better in proportion
as they become more themselves and less a
white travesty of themselves. The success of the
comedy team, Willlams and Walker, both ne-
groes, is due to the fact that the pair of them,
and notably the lengthy Williams, are not dif-
ferent on the stage from what they are off it

The most prominent instance of the Afro-
American cultivated to the thirty-second de-
gree s Mme. Sissieretta Jones, heralded long
ago by an enthusiastic press agent as “the
Black Patti.” Mme. Jones is thorough i col-
oratura and trills and roulades and braviras to
beat the band, but she does not sing in any way
like anegress. Even in the simpler songs which
she gives as encores she (s out of her ruce. She
renders “'Wav Down On the Suwanee River” [
palpably as Emma Abbott used to give it, and |
her “Home Sweet Hone '@ desperatelv niodelled
upon the white Patti’s, though, of course, it 18
not the same thing, by muech.  This is not say-
ing that Mme Jones does not sing well, tor she
does. She sings with taste, good sxecution and
her voice is good Bui, tacing the footlights,
in décollete white silii and fAashing with dia-
monds, she 15 not one<hall =o much Like the
negress of the South as <he is ke a prina
donpa of the second-clas= from southern Italy

Of the musically talented negro sent through
the =chools, Southern experience, at
teaches that he (s apt to have a competent voiea |
and a competent ear  Histrionic ability often
s not lacking. He is industrious, sober, learns
readily. memorizes well and develops into A
genuinely good music an. bat he Lius never had
the power to represent or portruy the peculiar
musical genius of his people 1t s traned out
of him or associated out of b during his years
of residence in the great Northern cities and |
hourly contact with whites of hus profession

Uncharitable persons find i this some sort
of backing for their declaration that the Afro-
American has merely the imitative and not the
creative faculty., but The assertion i< unfur
The chances ure that if a white vouth were sent
to a negro college of musicsurrounded always
by negroes, listening alwuys 10 negro singing
and taught by negroes, he would eome 1o sing—
or attempt to sing - as the negro gives songs,
Many times in Lowsiana wealthy planters, find-
ing among their tenants some male or female
volee of exquisite beauty, have educated its
possessor, in the Lope that he or she would be
able to show the world what negro singing s
when rendered hy one in whom it s bred  In
this sense the experiment has heen consistently
A failure, though in a majority the
beneficiaries have developed into competent
men and women, able their livings
through voealization and manifesting the in-
eradicable negro sense of gratitude for favors
received

People in the North and kast for the most
part do not know genuine negro music, hecause
they have not heard it. Thev have heard <o-
ealled “negro melodies, " mostly of acomic char-
acter, written by white hacks.  The German
composer, long-haired, fat and choked up
with beer and pretzels: the French composer,
sallow and thin, who has heen toving with that
*fairy with the green eves,” ahsinthe, the Ttal-
tan composer, toting his burden of spaghetti
and red ink and kotowing at the shrines of
Verdi and Donizetti, are followers of widely
variant prophets; but when it comes to writing
a “negromelody “they are asone They string
some notes along a staff - almost any theme will
do, inst so it ha old enongh-—-syneopate it pro-
fusely, write a rag-time aceampaniment, giva
A “bohemian” newspaper man $3 10 write stanzas
in alleged dialect, entitle the mess “Giwine Ter
Kill All de Yaller Coons” and the deed 1s done,
They imagine that they have something really
representative of the six or seven millions of
American negroes. This imagining s natural,
ginee outside of Thompson street they have
never seen twenty nagroea together

Negro music mada by negroes, tha expres.
sions of untaught minds striving for harmonies,
do not betray excessive syncope. The hearts
of these people do not “heat In syneopation,
like Chopin's in the first flush of his Parisian
secesa.  The syneope has heen placed as a
brand upon musie that is spurionsly negroid hy
the inhuman prodiacers of “popular” staff A
partial definition of &vneopation &0 A dis-
placemant of the aceent hy driving it to an un-
accented pulse, producing 4 momentary
monance. That i& as near as a4 man may comae
to it in faw words A strong instanee of it is
the horrible “Telargraph Mah Babn
as little like an unscored plantation song as anv-
thing in all the wide range of musie It s
worthy of remark that when a genuine negro
melody s taken from negro lips and sung from
the stage it becomes popular, whether 1t bha
avneopated or not There i3 something in it

Ivust,

of cuses

to earn

dis-

which is

which appeals to all ears, no matter how much |
it may ba changed by its reporter, providing it
|

is not radie Ny alterad

A familiar example 1= to be found in “Sweet |

Marie.” This alr, in slightly different form,
has heen surg by New Orleans negroes for
fifty vears. It was, and is, but slightly syneo
pated. So also of “Ta-ra-ra boom-de-ave

which is highly svncopated, but, to words
of lascivious import, was howled by dancing
blacks on Congo Square a half century befora

the father of lottie Collins was born.  May
Irwin's song "De New Bully * was an old levea
ehorus. “Mistah Johnson, Tu'n Me TLoose™

=t sommon property in the South as early
as 1885, and probably much earlier,

There is, down by the Mississippi, in the
eity of Memphis, Tenn.. a sort of long cave or
cellar, attached to a barroom above. This
groggery is patronized exclusively by nagroes,
most of whom are river hands, and their female
consorta. Threa times a week, or oftener,
they dance, beginning a little before midnight
and continuing until near to daybreak. If a
white man be quiet he may look on. He will
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pot only behold buck and wing pas seuls to
double discount anything ever produced in
the theatre and be enthralled by mixed dances
to which the wildest flings of the can-can are
tame, but he will hear negro songs—dozens
of them--that have never been scored and never
will be until some artist with a desire for for-
tune, If not for fame, takes them down and sells
them afterward to the publishing houses. The
dust rises from under the feet of the half-mad-
denad throng, in the red light of the stifled
| kerosene lamps thelr black faces show fitfully,
| but musie of the strangest comes up from them
hour after hour and it is well worth listening
to. A man who knows the ropes may find a
place or two of this kind in New Orleans and
| there 1s a noted singer of this class of songs
—-an aged negress with a barytone—in & cfr-
tain resort In St. Louis, but they are never heard
away from the Misslssippl and the Memphis
hest known, as well as

|
! place is probably the

heing of easy access

Songs of the dance, howaver, of which the
“Cadian  chant.” “Dancez Calinda, Boum=
Boum!" is an example, and libidinous songs
of the lower Africans are not the only repre-
sentatives of Afro-American minstrelsy. There
are plantation choruses concerning the sea-
gons or the crops, songs descriptive of every=
day events in the negro life, songs of boating,
of steamboating. songs sung at funerals, rudely
picturing the delights of the dead, and hymns,
of which latter class there is a vast number,
All of these have heen composed by unlettered
negroes and handed down from father to son.
Bometimes the notes change slightly from
generation to generation and always the words
nndergo some additions or elisions, but the
melodies, and the stanzas going with them,
remaln substantially the same.  There are, too,
songs of the sugar mills, glven in mighty unison
by 200 powerful male and female voices, songs
of the woodchoppers who are getting out the
firewood with which the erop of cane will he
boiled and songs of the eotton gins.

One of the best known of the sugar planta-
tion dittise {= “Swing-a dat Shinin' S'ods”
faword), in allusion to the great knives of
imachetes with which the rank sugar cane is
chopped down. The a'r is certainly not less
than 150 vears old, the words having been
tirst mixed African and French then
I'rench and then FEnglish. A favorite camp
meeting rally hvmn is “Rock-a mah =oul in de
buzzum o' mah Jesus, " and it never fails of elee-
trical effect.  Another popular seng among the
negroes of northern Loulsiana and eastern
Texas {& “De Black Bible  of which the first

follows

patols,

stanza

O Saytin 'e come a down a readin
Wid ‘is black Bibu! un'er 'is arm
“Ahpray yo', kin' Saveyer, gimme jestice heah to-day
Fer some o' dese-a peepul 1s mine
Deyv iserlighta-shinin' in ds Heah'n [thrice]
Fr iight dar, & shinin® fer yo'

A negro who got the idea through his <kull
that, because of special merit, he would be al-
lowed to assist Gabriel on Resurrection morn,
is responsible for the plainttve minorschorded
ditty that has nothing triumplant in it, “Ah's
gwine atter mab bugle” and another. who de-
sired 1o shake his heels all day as well as all
night. gave to his race the rattling hoe-down,
“Trouble in de lLow-Groun's How long
ago these men worked and sang and then went
to their rest in the Little graveyard at the back
of the plantasion planted in ugly china trees
because the beautitul native woods- the hick-
ories, walnuts oaksand ashes
no man can say . Neither of these melodies con-
tains sy neopation

It is 1w hymns of one sort or another that
nndssisted negro tuisteal production has heen
for the reason that Hegro
~lave exeept o rare instances, realiood his cons-
ditton of slavery and, having no hope of free-
don in this life. loeoke for it in the lite hevond
Doubtless slavery responsible for the
pradommance of the minor in <o many of their
compositions.  In Will H. Thompson's heauti-
tul poem, “Against the Stream,” is aline Ihe
stave’'s voee moaned in the tields of cotton”
and the word “moaned” exactly describes much
of the singing of the worliers in the close rows,

most feeund the

1% also

when a more than torrid sun beat down upon

them and the dav's 1oil must be done. whether
weuk. or strong, or sick or well the toller
I'hese half-wails have lived during the time
of emancipation and they are now sung with
much feeling by hundreds of voung blacks
who have never done a hard dav's work in
their lives and never will

No negro conld have composed “Mussa's in
de eol’, col' Groun'," fine and welancholy Az it
s and no negro could have ever dreamed of
the melody of “Suwanee River." which is also
melancholy, but (s distinetly white man’s musie
It 1= of
thiese making hy
the black. It is their inner quality, which is
not negro at all. Onthe other hand. “Al been
wikkin' on de levee " a well known Mississippi
while it is more ornate than either of
the Foster songs, i< In the main, of African
creation Agan “Chimb up, climb up 10 de
ekv,” a eamp=meoting halleiniah hymn, in it
wildness and savage exnitation recks of the
forests of squatorial Africa

There 1= nothing in the world except a negro
camp-meeting that i« like a negro camp-meet-
It is not the sermon, though that is apt
which differentiates it

Ornateness, or correciness

them bevand

not the

which pnts

chorns

ing
to he strange enough
from the camp-mestings of the “po’ w'ites
It is not the environment. hecause the open-
air, frenzied religious meetings of hoth races
are held in the pine-woods, near to a clear creek,
It ia not hysterical exaltation, for that 18 com.
mon to whites and blacks alike. Tt is the mnsie
and the way in which the music is sung and
the differing qualities of the voices Any
Sontherner at any distanee within ear-shot will
toll von at ones whether it be a negro or a whita
that is =inging. and the greater the number
of voioes the more marked hecomes the dis-
tinetion

At a negro campmeeting the hymns are not
“lined out ™ Often the itinerant preacher
ean not read and gets his text from a RBible
held upside down. Moreaver, the words of all
the hymns have heen familiar to the meeters
sines infancy. The leading is almost alwaye
dona by a4 woman, who will have a singularly
high and clear soprano, which soars, like a
hird, above tha dark branches of the pines,
Near to har will sit, or stand, a deep-bosomed
femala with a contralto, round and golden,
and the harmony of them will be perfect. A
half dozen tenors are well to the front and half
a secore of hasses, abla to make tha bullfrogs
in the pools ashamed of themselves.  Thesa
are tha mainguard of the preacher and ha
depends upen them to do the most effectiva
half of the work

There will he possibly a  thougand voices
of all registars, but all of them mnusieal to s<oma
degree, and the effect when they are in choris,
with torches flaring and casting queer shadows
on the tree holes, i indeseribable The santhern
hlack when religious at all is deeply =0, and
there is not a line of the rudely-worded hymns
that does not contain for him a direct assyrance
of reward, or a terrific threat  He feels what
he sings. he 12 not embarrassed by
of unsvmpathetic outsiders; he is liftad ont of
himself for the ones and, in the eampmeeting
aggregate, hecomes a huge instrument that in
) many of i1s chords approaches the suhlime

the epves

Jesus sont 'is Wo'ld ter me
Oh b h, lemme gn'

| Come ‘isse’f ter set me free
Oh h-h, lemme go'

V'ass, he hieeded on de Cross

Vo' fut slip an' va' soul git los
('h h-h, mah sistuhs, lemme go'

| Man and women horn along the great Soith-

ern rivers, whataver their after wanderings,
will never forget the chorusing of the deck-
hands “roustabouts " Sometimes there ia
sense to the words and sometimes they are non-
sense, but the musle is of the black race and
itismoving  Loaded to the guards with cotton,
the boat headead toward New Orleans splits
the centre of the sinuous muddy Mississippi.
Possibly A rival steamer s a half-mile bahind,
or possibly she 18 approaching some important
town and wishes its citizens to know that all
in well with her owners. The first mate may
sugaest the singing, or the “roustabonts,”
having had their supper, feel musical of their
own volition. They gather upon the lowest

or

W

aretoocommon, !

deck near to the “jackstaff,” by which the pilot
steers. The leader, his muscular lithe figure
perched upon the capstan, his red flannel shirt
open at the throat, his white teeth gleaming in
the light cast by the rows of furnaces and his
face upturned to the stars, throws his right arm
above his head and his clear tenor sounds the
opening note. Four bars he sings purely,
sweetly and powerfully, while the passengers
upon the cabin and hurricane decks above
lean downward to listen.

Then from the fifty semi-glants before him
erashes out a graat rolling volume of sound that
swings ahove the flood for miles. One gets no
such choruses in a theatre. It Is uplifting,
simple in melody, but exquisitely modulated
and thoroughly harmonious. There may be a
shower of small silver among them when the
music is ended, but they are not singing for that.
They sing for the joy of it, and because they want
to tell the world how

Ah stepped acrost de Pargoud
An' Ah stepped acrost de Lee;
Ah stepped acrost de Natchez,
An’ she flewed 'om un’er me!
Who's on de way, Blood,
Who's on de way®

UNVEILING A MYSTERY.
Why the Beautiful Girl Bought Large Pleces
of Sliver Always.

There had been amystery in one of the most
important jewellers’ shops:the mystery had heen
a topic of conversation among the employees
for nearly a year and a half now, and although
it was greatly discussed, it had not yet been ex-
plained

The Mystery was lovely to look upon; every
clerk emphasized that fact; she was tall and
slender. her hair was a copper bronze and held
a prisoner svery stray beam of light, reflecting
it in golden gleams. She had great blue eyes
that looked squarely and with earnest intent-
ness into the faces of the clerks, who had learned
to serve her with considerate promptness and
marked courtesy

When the lovely “Mystery” had first ap-
pearad at the shop little attention had been
given to her.  With the acuteness of those who
meet hundreds daily in this great establish-
ment had been diagnosed as & younyg
woman who had come to choose some simple
gift for a comrade in her own walks in life,
The clerk who came forward to serve her
mwerely hoped she would not ask to buy an
smpty jewellar's box with the firm name therein,
I'here was a lad of perhaps fourteen years ac-
company ing the girl -a lad in ill-fitting, but
curefully mended clothes

Walking up to a counter where were dis-
plaved the sterling silver goods, she asked to
gee <ome articles .

‘Did y oin wish sterling silver or plate goods?
ushed the clerk

The blue eyes looked at him with <tern sur-
prise as she said

‘Sterling

The clerk carefully found a tiny eraciated
enoumber server and laid it on the velvet pad.

Without giving it more than a cursory glance
she asked: :

‘Have vou nothing more attractive than
these trifing articles to show*”

$he clerk suggested she make a tour of the
showeases and =ee If thers was any piece of
whieh she approved. Down the store she
walked, slowly, o graceful a figure as to at-
tract many approving glances. Pausing be-
fore u case =he asked to have shown her a lov-
g cup With 1l concealed amazement he
[ifted our the smallest one among the six sizes
displayed . v

“Twenty-four dollars,” said the clerk with
fey solemnity )

Glancing at it indifferently she said

“Show me the tallest one, please

It was handed out. and without a word the
girl took 1t up, looked it over, held it aloft at
Hrm's length set (1 on the showease, backed
paused with her head on on

shae

anay from it 4
one side a Little wrinkle of anxiety made ita
ninrk on her forehead, her lips gathered in

a perturbed pucker, and said

What is the price*”

Sixty dollars, with unnecessary distinciness,

“You mav have it packed | will take it

What address, Madam*" asked the flab-
bergasted attendant

“This bov will wait and take it when packed ™

She coolly  produced six ten dollar  bills,
paid them away without a glance at the as.
tonished clerk. walked gracefully down the
“hon and disappeared in the crowded street

he money was stbjected to rigorous in-
spection by the head hookkeeper and it genu-
ineness vouched for

hat was a vear ago last October, and ever
since. at intervals, the “Mystery” has appeared
Her entrance at the shop was always the oc-
casion of signifieant looks exchanged between
the clerks

One clerk chaneed to think that the “Mys.

‘not

re-

terv” had not heen in for some weelks-
sinee Lent came " he <aid, suddenly
membering the fact

Wy he oried. T never thought of it be- |
fore, but she never has bought an article dur-
ing lent last year or this- she must have
been by ng wedding silver all the time!’

Only onee or twiee had the “Mystery " bought
jewelry. once at the holiday season she had
crowdad her way to the counter where were
displayed  lorgneite chains: there, selecting
two of the most beauninl and expensive de-
signs she took thery on approval, payving with
Jarge bilis the sur of $250 and leaving the
shop aceompanied by the ipevitable boy

'ty going 1o follow her,” said one of (he ine
l"l-'dwf salesnien

Pollow her he did. one dav, after ahe had
bought s beautiful toilet set in siver deposit
“..rﬁ e saw the hoy leave her and turn
into Union Square. The fnrl walked with busi-
ness<like  alertness  until &he cane 1o one
of  the @reat  department  stores Hera
in the reception roaom she waited until there ap-
peared a middle-aged woman whose identity
was partially  disclosed as the suburbanite
by the flat, but luter to be apoplectic hand-
hag =0 near 1o the ont=of-town sahnmn\r'a heart
and pocketbook

The “Mystery’ greeted her warmly: “Auntie
I'm so &lad vou've come.  I've got just half
an hour to take lunch with you”

So, seated at a table in the restaurant of the
place their frugal meal is eaten

While she eats she savs

“You know, Auntie, I told you about buving all
Mr Felsteon's wadding presents for him. Wall,
I've had more fun this vear than ever belore,
You know he sells pianos, and organs, and pia-
nolas, and  other mechanical instruments,
hesidea musie, to hundreds of people all over
the city and State; there is o muoh competition
in our business that we have to do everything
1o keep the trade.  Almost every week soma
music teacher or their daughter or gister. or
some organist. or out of town dealer gets mar-
ried  Well, Mr. Felstoen gets an invitation to
every wedding, that means a wedding gift. He
{& a bachelor. vou know; #o he asks me to gn
and select the presenta Al T have to do is
to buy something large. that makes a big show,
I've asked him to let e buy some jewelry, but
no it mnsat he a big piece af something

“Fver sinee I've been his stenographer I've
had women come in our store and put on airs
to me. and I've got gick of it.  So now when I go
to buy these presents [ put on aire and act just
A8 nmp?ih' as I can. just like the swall women
do but T am ready to dle lmuhlgx. if I wasn't
{»lnylng a part. Mr. Felsteen has a flancée:

buy her presents, too, for him. 1 bought her -
oh' the aweetest Jorgnette chain for a Christ-
mas present, an opal chain, oh! my'"

The girl emptied the contents of har purss
into her lap. found thers twenty-three ocenta,
with which shepald for both luncheons, placed
the empty portemonnale hack in her pocket
and bade her aunt good-by A= she passed
ont shesaid, under her hreath

“I've got to walk home to-night, hut never
mind. poor auntie {8 even poorer than 1 am,
though it don't seem as if any one conld he

EXAMINATION AT WEST POINT.

Programme of Military Exercises First Class
to Be Graduated June 13,

WEST PoINT, May 23 The annual exami-
natinns of the corps of cadets will hegin on Fri-
day, June 1, and continne daily, Sundays ex-
cepted, until finlshed. This will be the first tima
in three vears that the first class s graduated
at the accustomed date. In 1898 and 1500 the
ol peses were graduated prematurely, owing to

the demand for the services of the young of-
ficors in the existing wars. Adiutant W
Rivers to-day announced that the tollowing
military exercises will take place during the
examinations

June 1 Escort of the colors and review for
the Board of Visitors

June 4 School of the Troop - Exhibition drill
with machine gun and target practice,
mounted, with rifle and revolver

Junas  Artilery light battery and mountain
gun

Tane 8 - Minor

tactical exercise — A
detachied  white
of

forom, consisting of
ane  company infantry and two ma-
cliine guns, will take up an_ intrenched
position on _the high ground at the southern
extromity of the post to check the advance of a
hostiie bliue reconnoitring foree consisting of
three companies and two mountain guns, ad-
vacing by the Highland Falls-West Point raad
If the white force be unab'e to hold t e posi-
tion, it will fall back and make a stand at the
cro-sroads near Sedgwick monument,

June 7 -School of the battalion and cas-
trametation, showing the art or science in ar-
ranging a camp. This will be a drill tha publie
has never before witnessed. At 8 P. thero
will ba an exhibition drill of small arms in the
gymnasium

.} une 8 ~~R§h00:‘nf luu-‘ It'roopa.

June 11 —Practical military engineering.

The members of the first class will be grad
ated June 13, e

MEMORIAL DAY'S TRIBUTE.

——

GEN., JOSEPH WHEELER ON' ITS SPE-
CIAL SIGNIFICANCE NOW.

’

Obliteration of Sectional Feeling—Maryland's
Tribute to the Soldier Dead of Both
Armies—Gallantry of the American Sol-
dier ~ Brilllant Lessons of Patriotism.

Copyright 1000, by Joseph Wheeler.

Devotion to the memory of the dead is not
the birthright of any oune people, or tribe, or
nation, nor does it find ite origin in any K‘flﬂn
period of history. It is a sentiment as ancient
as creation and as widespread as humanity.
The first death recorded in sacred history left
a broken-hearted Eve to hand down her legacy
of tears to sorrowing mortals, and from that
time there have ever been bleeding hearts which
find solace in bringing flowers and sweet spices
and precious gifts to lavish upon the lifeless clay,
onoe the casket of a precious, immortal soul.

Among the rudest and most savage people
we find sparks of this sentiment. The old
heathens held their most beautiful and attractive
festivals in honor of the dead, and selected their
most famous orators to chant the praises of
the departed. The older nations of the East
allowed this devotion to degenerate into an-
oestor worship.

Our aboriginal Indians have thousands of
quaint rites, varying with the numberless tribes
into which they are divided, for the purpose of
commemorating the dead and Keeping alive
in the hearts of the young the memory of the
brave and glorious deeds of their departed
chieftains and the beauty and virtues of their
mothers

A sentiment so universally exhibited must be
deeply rooted in the human heart; it has its
source, indeed, in the eternal youth of the soul,
which finds its counterpart in the ever-renewed
springtime of mother earth. The heart may
be crushed and frozen by the sordid cares of life
which bind it down with the numbness of scores
of winters, and vet, as the glad awakening
earth flings up its free arms to embrace the
ever-renewing vouth and newness of the spring-
tide, “Hope springs eternal,” and the soul
bowed down by grief and care and even the
welght of vears lifts itselt up in the gladness
of reawakened life to cateh the jovs of the
new-horn spring The faint murmur of the hues
ing bud and blosson, the gurgling music of
the brook, the drone of insects and the melodious
volees of Nuture's feathered choristers all join
to soothe the spirt and send a quickened pulse
throughout the weary {rame

We look about for the dear ones wont to share
life's jovs with us I'liey are not visible 10
mortal eves, nor do they r.-qmnd to our vearn-
ing call; but to the keener ~enses of love and
memory they stand revealed so near that we
ean almost touch their garments changeless
fmmorta!, they tread strange and unexplored
spheras. beckoning us ever npward and onward
to higher and holier lives. And wa can hut
keep their memory green, we can but salve the
wounds in the sad hearts of those who survive
theni, by enshrining in sweetest flowers the
graves of all our loved ones gone before. even
more ardently and intensely does the heart
vearn to express itself toward our soldier dead,
and the vearning leads us to place garlands npon
the graves of those whose herote valor has won
for them a country's love and gratitude

The American custom of decorating the
graves of the soldier dead originated with the
tair women of the Southern States, 11 1 mis-
take not, Alabama was the first to ingugurate
the annual custom of observing a day as sacred
that purpose
RBeginning with the first anniversary of the
close of the great struggle between the Northand
south, the ladies of the Sonth, led by those of Ala-
bama and Georgia, have held appropriate cere-
monies each recurring spring, in honor of the
heloved heroes who fell in the Civil War. The
early spring of the more genlal climate of the
Gulf States brings its wealth of flowers in time
to celebrate the memory of the dead during the
month when the great armies of Lee and Johine
ston vislded overpowering forees of
(Girant and Sherman; but in the Northern States
Memorial Day comes a month later

I'he 30th of May was chosen and formally et
aside for the purpose on May 5, IS, in an order
to the Grand Anuy posts issued by Gen. Jo
A Logan, then commander of the Grand Apmy
of the Republi L hegeneral publie took part
in the ceremonies thus ingugurated and the
custom was o pleasing to tha peaple at large

that within a few vears most of the Northern
States SHM made tha day a legal holiday, to be
sot aside during all time for the special obsery-
ance of memorial serviees in honor of the dead
soldiers
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Ihere was at first inevitable hitterness and
@eotional rancor. but these sentiments wore |
little talt betwean the vetergns themselves who

supvived the war They grappled with one an-
other, and recognizing n brave antagonists
foemen worthy of their steel, mutusl respect
soon ripened intoestee nand contidence thecone
flict had broadened, not narrowed ther sonls
and by degre the annual testivals of Memoral

Dav have wiped out the bitter feelings en=
genderad by inter-necine strife
Signifieant evidenes of this comes to e

to-day in an invitation 1o “The dedication
on Mav a0, w0, of the monument erectod
by the State on the battletield of Antietamn

1 .
to the soldiers of Maryland in the Union and
Confederate armies, who were engaged at
tha hattle of Antietam

A letter accompanying this invitation says

“The State of Marviand desires 10 make this
accasion # notable one, emphasizing the oh-
literation of sectional feeling between the
North and South ”

Many noble sentiments have hean uttered
by brave men over the mingled ashes of friends
and foes, while the soft and fragrant sprong
blossoma fell generonsly alike upon the graves
of those who bore the blue and those who wore
the gray

Thirtv-one vears ago a distingnished Fed-
eral ofMeer, whose heart was (oo large for
the littlaness of sectional rancor, Gen Horace
Rinney Sargent, the orator of the day. iy
the memorial gervices at Boston, said: ]
can respect the grave of any gallant foe who
drew his sword honestlv, according to his
light, for his native State, for the spot great
or small which he had been taught fron child-
hood to reverence as his supreme miotherland
He continued with these prophetio words:
“Comrades, though few of us may hve to sea
it, 1 feel sure that the last survivors of the
(srand Army of the Republic will celebrate
this anniversary after kome dav of glory, when
the sans of rebels and our sons ahall have fallen
gide by side in seme common canse of foreign
war, as our sires and their sires fell side hy
gide under the eve of the great rehel - the Vir-
ginian Washington.”

Already have thesa words had a lteral ful-
filment Already has many a brave offlcer
who followad the old flag in 1881-85 honored
the dead who fell at Las Guasimas, at San
Juan and at Fl Caney—sons of Faderals and
sona of Confederates, soldiers from every
section of our great land who now rest sida
by side in our great national cemetery at
Arlington. And tha bovs wha followed tha
flag to the far away Philippines and died he-
neath the Stars and Stripes who stops to
ask their State or saction? [t is snough that
they are our goldiers, defenders of this great
Republie, and no honor 1s too great to pay to

the memory of the American soldier His
Lvr"“"\x his endurance, his fortitude and
& ecovurage bave challenged the admiration

of the world, and are equalled only hy his ten-
der generosity toward a tallen foe

To-day after the suns and rains and dews
of thirtv-five vears have callod forth flowers
to carpet the graves of the horoes who gave
up their lives on the battleflelds of the Civil War,
or in the hospitali erawded by the conflicts and
hardships of the strugele, we nre apt to forget
what the men of '81-685 endured for their conntry

The shonut of victory reverberating down the
chain of tirme silenevs the moan of angiish which
rose from the place over which brave eolumns
charged. ‘The pletares presented to onr imasg-
mation of bright uniformed hosts, Mmming
swards and prancing steeds, obs thosa
other seenes when the angel of death came to
claim the men whose graves we now decorate
with flowers

We would have our children learn the lesgon of
patriotism which comes from the hivouae,
the tedious rarch and the hattlefield We
would have them emulate the self sacrifice of
those men who an cheerfully left the office,
the shop, the counting room or the plough to
show their lovalty by fighting, if need he, dying
for their country.  Whether they fought he-
neath the Stars and Stripes or heneath the
Southern eross, they fought for what they con-
ceived to be right, and sealed their lovalty with
their blood

If Egypt built pyramids to honor the memory
of her tyrannical kings, it is 11t ing that America
should keep areen the memory of those who
died in defence of the liberty our ancestors won
by battling against a king.~ What other nation
has such good cause for honoring its heroes as
America?

Not to uphold dynasties or emperors and
kings do our saldiers battle, but for aternal truth
an #utlm, and to guarantee to all over whom
the flag of our country floats the advantages
and the blessing of the principles of the free
;%l:_g?}\l:?n .mlovormnom ';'hlch ha:l made

' leading one among the powerful nations
of the earth. It is for this that American
soldiers go forth cheerfully to endure the hard-

e ————

.hli of the soldier’s life: to die, perhaps, the
soldier's death.

Whicaring, ting, thy soldier shall know
When hnz Ilf,’.‘.‘é’i':ni"&um’.y and yonder lhnoslo;,
One look at the bright sun, one prayer wll en hlib
(r’gr glance ut our banner, ﬂ‘?:(.“:‘, ":,,:,‘& ,‘,“(;’ .

1 on, as the ye 8 hount - ;
jitt the “‘:"‘;hﬂn{r’:urn‘ t“th. fing the scabbard away!
Roll on, like the thund. rbolt over the plullll.

We'll come hack in glory, or come not agaln. d

The herojsm of those whose FAYES N:,r ',.',l.;
orute. whether they be the *Boys of "“i the
“Bovs of '08,* is one of the bright jewe .f ml l
diadem that erowns the brow of Am«vm (.ml' lll;
erty. It i& part of the heritage of ev ,‘r‘,, ,“r
born beneath our flag. Th»ro‘fnn.-. n& ) “"n .
Ing the men who died fur the flag we adc },,r :
inheritance of the millions yet to come, l'('\ n';
kiving testimony to the courage nnd' loy “p',., ]
the men who sleep in soldiers '[a\pg!. w ‘ '..
hance the nation's ‘],,'?- and render t '?J.“'."‘
Anierican eftizen of still more priceless valie )

Ro long as nations, like individuals, are ,.m,_,“
to forget the rights of contemporaries, war m!
be an unfortunate necessity. The questions,
then, for statesmen and humanitarians to con-
slder 1 how best to avert the horrors of war.

In Gien, Washington's speech to bot h Houses
of Congress, Jan. 8, 1700, we have the uﬂ.'urn.gi:«
of that great soldier and statesman tlm'__ 'i
be prepared for war is one of the most offectua

means of preserving peace. ‘
atri ‘hnnn’mn citizens renders

The patriotism of / r
i unm-!-m.:an- m'nuu'nnu‘n such great t\rlnym a8
Furope seems foreed 1o keep ready for
action. But there are many other ways to
repare for winr
: \l lmnmf whose people are ever ready to de-
fend it against insult or ageression and 10 do
battle for the right, commands respect univ ersal
respoct . i

“Frernal vigilance is the price of liherty
and not too great A price our oneestors lhmu(m.
when at fearful odds they wrestled with amighty
foe and like the stripling David came out of
the conflict strong and free,

The destinies of nations are '~h1u'n'd by thosa
who flght and die at their country’s eall ll\:-
tory is written in the blood of the brave and the
true.  But the manhood of a nation s formed
by the hand that rocks the eradle.  So long ns
American mothers teach their sons that the
greatest possible privilege and the highest
honor is to fight for country, its safety and 1ts
honor. so long shall we have a nation in whose
honor  ehivaley, glory and patriotism shall
dominate.  Would we check the greed  for
wealth and power and stop the mad  career of
A mammon worship, let us eneourage the eulti-
vation of high ideals and lofty ambitions.  1et
= cherish the emory of our dead heross and
while we tainister to the pecessities of the liv-
ing et us not foreeet the dead, but as each re-
enrring Memorial Day rolls round. et us seatter
Nowers ahove the saered dust and renew our
tribites of admiration and gratitnde

Josrvi WHEELER

NEW YORK POLYGLOTS,
Many of the Ignorant Are Excellent Linguists
A Remarkable Collection of Them,

“An old French friend of mine.” =aid a man
who has travelled around a wood deal, “used
to sayv that any man who can learn a new lan-
wuage after he has reached the age of 21isperi-
lously near a natural-borntool.  The old gentle-
man was a lawver, a cultivated man, who had
lived in New York for about five years but,
of course, he did not know a word of English
This ides seems 1o be generally shared by
Freneh people.  Witness Henri Rochefort, who
lived in London for four years and refused even
to look at an English newspaper, lest the purity
of his French styvle should be containated

‘As a4 matter of fact, in New York linguiste
facility, so far from being a hadge of culture,
is almost a hall mark of the uneducated,  Few
educated New Yorkers can speak another
language than their own with facidity. On
the other hand. 1 believe that there are more
good linguists in New York than in any other
city ontheglobe,  Itisamong the low-classfor-
vigners that one meets the polyglots, en who
can scareely write their own names and vet can
converse Auently in half o dozen languases
In Bleecker street | remember meeting « saloon
loafer who wasn't quite sure whether English,
French, German or Italian was his mother
tongue  Onee when 1 was doing the city 1 went
into a small cafd on Third avene  There were
w ot of wornen sitting around. T begun eritieis-
fng them in French to my friend who was with
me. Presently they hegan talking French to
one another.  From that they went to German
nnd after a few monents’ conversation in Italian
endad  up inSpanish We folt we had heen
deservedly rebuked

"But the champion centre of polvalotisni in
my exnerience (= the region down by the Bat-
tarv, whither thewalfs and strayvs of the remote
places of the sarth drift, and, after remalning
for a day or two, are watted off 1o part= un-
Knowt Down in the Svrian quarter in lower
Washington street there is o queer little hotel,
a dingy little place which does a rushing busi-
nes=, however, on lines peculiarly 1ts own
1tis partly ahoteland partly a travelling agency
It 1= the property of a company which has
ftx headaguarters In Switzerland and branch

Ul over the world.  Its patrons are nn-
ant= and poor travellers, of whon it 1akes
«charge and sees then safs it the

st to their destination |

nmls
v frotn overy conntry, Russia, Ger
many, Austria, Hungary, Ttaly, Spain, Greech,
and =0 on, and the great maiority of them are
innocent of any tongue but their own. The
Ip In the Lotel must, of course, be qhle to
wntinicate with them, and the result is the
ition of lingiists that T have ever
I'lie anannger 1= the poorest lin-
He only speaks five languages fluently
the waters spealis than seven
andthev
soon 1o be gt home in the other largous None
of these men makes maore thar 210 a weeli, |
Sofar as getting work sgoes, lHpguistic alnliny
fe cortainly not n passport. One of the hest
Yinguists T over met was a German teacher He
could speak all the Muaropean langnages ver-
foctiv, and many of the A<iatle. Not only that,
hut he could converse in them intelligibly onan
snormotis variety of subjiects, such as Vedie
poetry the hicher mathematies, philosophy and
ploctricity The voor man got ot of a iob in
New York and, afier applyving from one end of
the city 1o the other in vain, finally committed
ciicide to <ave himself from starvation.”
DERTS OF CITIES,

COne .

gulst
None of
Their English and French are perfec

loss

Advantages of Setting a Constitational Limit
on the Tssuing of Ronds,

The constitugonal provision establishing a
limit hased nn‘bl estate valuation for clties,
counties, towns and villages in New York State
In the matter of bhonded indebtedness was
adoptad in 1874 and up to the eonsolidation of
other territory with New York citv, was the
canse of very little friction. Sinee the con-
solidation, however, it has heen the ecanuse of
fraquent controversy and dispute, one offoct
of which was the adoption last year of a sup-
plemental constitutional amendment enlarg-
ing the debt-horrowing capacity of the city
New York in the constitntional provision
which went inta foree twontv.flve vears ago

set an examnple for some other States, hit the
formal adoption of a similar provision slse.
where has generally been slow for the reason
that a bar to the debt-horrowing
of many Western and Sonthern eities hs
thelr lnck of the eredit such as New York en-
Joys in abundant measare Recently one of
tha Boston Aldermen has presented for the ap-
proval of the Board of Aldermien of that eitv a
resolution in favor of a constitutional debt Limit
for the cities and towns of Massachusetts. 1t
appears that when Dorchester, Roxbury, West
Roxbury and Brighton wera annexed to Boston
the increased standard of pay and of adininis-
tration aceounted for an Increase of public ex-
yonditures of fully 82500 000 1 vear. The mu-
nic.oal expenses of Boston, indluding the con-
tribatlon 1o the expenses of Suffolk county,
of which It Is a part, are nearly $30.000 (00
The debt of the city is 854,000,000 and the as-
sessed valuation nearly 000 000 000 Baltimore
has a public debt of 37 000 000, and an as=essed
valuation of real estate of 8240 000 00, Phila
delphia has a public debt of 845 00000 and as-
value of real estate of &850 00000 (Jyi-
cngo has, for a city of such importance, a very
small debt the total amount of it on Jan 1
heing $18.000.000. of which &4,500,000 was from
the ontstanding bonds issued at the time of the
Chicago Fair, and the bonded 1indebtedness
of Conk connty, at the same tirne, was less than
g0 000 additional, A total of 20 000 000 {or
the city Buffalo, o much smaller eity  than
Clhiteago. has a municipal debt of 14,000,000,
Milwanges, on o valuation of $125 0,00, has
aodeibt of Jess than 88000000 Detroit, with o
valuation of £180,000,000 of real estate, has o
of 3300 e

American cities of the first class
stationary either in population, resonre
the repiirements of their inhabitants
and expansion  are the requirements of their
existence as oities, and the moans for Yhose
can he provided for in one of three ways onl
Either by greatly inereased taxation which
1= a4 form of money raising never
Ny city. by assessments itnposed upon properet |
which are an obstacle to the growth of o eity
or by the (ssuanee of honds, maturing at soms
distantdate.  The last form of municipal mones
&etting 18 not only the easiest but also the most
popular, and where such bond-issuing power
s unlimited there |s always danger of  sneh
inerease of debt as maysinvolve the city in finan-
clal diffieulties It s to avoid the possibility
of these that the limitation of bonded debt has
haen established in many eiies, either through
axpress constitutional provicion or by tacit
agreement, and the results have in most eiiies
proved that this i« a salutary safeguard in mu-
nicipal inanciering. St Louis, a city of 600 00
population, has an assessed real estate valiua-
tion of $300 00,000 and a debt of less than $20.-
000000, Pittshburg has $330 000 000 of valuation
and a debt of $5.000,000 St Paul has a $100,000,-
000 of valuation and 87,600,000 of deht. Louis-
ville has $100,000,000 of valuation and $8,%0.000
of debt.  (leveland has $100,000,000 of valuation
and ‘ln.m‘r’».fm of debt. and 'hr relation between

wo does not vary great y o8

ity of nrnlmporunco." ¥ Sy Weien
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CASUAL MEETING AT THE Z00.

A Student of Science Finds a Veritable Well
of Scientlflic Lore. .

I am just an humble student of science,
and take a particular pride in my knowledge
of matters zoological. | was leaning over the
wire gate in front of the ostrich pen at the
Zoo when a keen-eyved individual standing
beside me, looking pleasant and chummy -
like, said

“Strange animal that "

“You," [ answered, “legs extremely long,
only two toes, wings 3

“Small and incapable of flight,” he broke
in, “a large ratite bird, genus struthio, habitat,
Africa and India; food consists of grass and
grain, eggs of great size, averaging three
pounds in weight, American ostrich, genus
rhea, lias three toes, is considerably smaller
than the true ostrich, and

Well, my heart went right out to him, and
when he slowly followed me to the leopard’s
cage, 1 couldn’t help thinking how pleasant
it was to meet one upon whom one could vent
some zoological lore.

“look at that leopard,” 1 began, “how
agile 3

“Yes, and sturdy,” he interrupted, “Felis
s)‘mlun, habitat, Africa and across Asin to
Japan  and Java, smooth-haired, profusely

spotted with blackish spots and of somewhat
arboreal habits *

“tivod heavens, 1 was just
you- "

“I know.” he said, "a good-sized leopard
is about four feet long without the tail, which
is about three feet ”

going to tell

began to feel somewhat uncomfortable
here, as | was fuirly bursting with animal lore,
and | edged my way to the elephant box hop-
ing he would take some interset in the eanut
vendor who was  eagerly usmrnachink ns
But he sauntered atter me, looking a_trifle
hurt when T turned my back te him. “Now,
thers's the elephant,” he said, “a '
“Five=toed proboscidian animal " "
“Genus  clephas,  subtamily  elephantine,

he went on, “comprehending two Lving spe-
cies, Flephns wndicus and Elephas africanus,
hibitat India and  Africa, forehead convex,
At Napping ears, large tusks, nose pro-
weed into a evhindrical trunk, extremely
xible and highly sensitive, terminating in a
Ten species of

1
tinger-like preliensible lobe
tossil elephants o

Well, 1 couldn't stand that, and | exclaimed,
“Look here, if you're a professor of zoology or a
walking antmal encyclopmedia, | want you to
understand that this isn't a lecture room.”
whereat | fairly ran into the monkey house,
where, sad 1o relate. 1 met him a few minutes
afterward  He stepped up to me with a huart
air, and gently suid

“1 beg pardon, but I'm the agent for the
‘Great Zoologieal Compendium,” giving a full
account of all the animals of the wor(d. their
hahits, their modes of lite, their ways "

And | made a Leeline for the nearest street
car, vowing that the next time | wanted to visit
the Zoo I'd go in the company of a bludgeon,
prepared to take the consequences of any
rash act I wight be gonded into, should I
el the keen-eyed individual repressnting
the “Compendinm” again.

BLACK BOY EVANGELISTS,

Preaching Plekininnies Condemn Craps and
Talk About Hell Fire,
From the Atlanta Constitulion
Near the corner of Pryor and Decatur streets
two diminutive negro boys, one 11 and the
other 12 vears of age, attracted and held
spellbound for the space of a half hour yester-
dav afternoon a gathering of fully 200 pecple
with a torrid discourse on the damnation that
awaits those who do not repent and turn from
the evil of their ways
The boys, Henry Spalding and Abner Reynolds,
are full-fledged fedglings, one might sav—
evangellsts.  Abner Reyvholds is 12 years old,
but according to Lis statement he has been
preaching for three years He isfa tiny little
chap of the ginger-cuke style of complexion
with @ mass of Kinky hair. the color of whieh
fndicates an intimacy with ash barrels and an
absolute unfamiliavity with comb and brush
Henry Spalding is black —as black as the hinges
of that hot place that he warns his hearers to
avoid  Hisevesareaswhiteas his face is black
and his figure is squat inthe extrenie
Ahner Reyvnolds was the pioneer infant evan-
welist among his race in this ety For some
time Le held torth solitary and alone and had
# monopoly of things in his line.  About 4 vear
ago Heny Spalding got religion and decidoed
that e was called to preach. He also entered
the fleld.  Tp to that time the two yvouthful
evangelists hud not heard of each other, and
for a time they ran opposition services.  lLach
quickly saw 1hat as long a= two hoy evangelisis
preachied separately the novelty of the husi-
ness wis destined 1o be short hived: so the spirit
of the times prevailing, a4 combine was formed
and Abner and Heury joined hands over the
fiery furnace
I'he  partnership proved advantageousin
more wavs than one  Yesterday alternoos;
thestwo boys preached for tully Lalf an hour
and it was a dull moment that a nickel or a
done was=n't ratthing on the pavement. Abner
had the first say He began ina low, unetuous
tone of voiee and gradually ran the scale of
dolorous chanting until he reached the top
keyv, when he'd take a tumble anddescend to
the =ad monotone of the sighing wind. His
talk was of hell - the red-hot hell of our grand-
tathers and according to his statement the
entire negro population stood an excellont
chanee of visiting that resort unless they turned
thelr  tootsteps. He  enumerated the crimes
that his race was supposed to be guilty of, com-
pletely ranning  the gamut of wrong-doing
fron poultry appropriation to murder.  Crap
shiooting was the piece de résistance that he
wild striet attention to and on  this subject
e waxed eloguent
The day wasas hot as the <pirit and theme of
theexhortation,and asAbner spoke heads of per-
spiration broke out on his forehead and trickled
down his face. And here's where the prac-
1ieal nsefulness of the partnership proved i1self
Henry was watchbig the physical aspeet of
his partner as carefully as he was giving nt-
tention to the spiritial.  He waited until Abner
had fallen from a tiery elimax to the calm of
the situation as an opportune time, dug onut a
grimy handkerchief from his pocket and said
“Brother Abner, lemme wipe off de sweat!”
“And suiting the action to the word, he mopped
his fellow evangelist’'s hrow with the sotled
rag that passed for a handkerchief
There was a certain slement of the pathetie
strangely mixed with humor of the act that
appealed to the erowd  They didn't langh,
hiut showered nickels on the hovs instead

DEILAWARE'S FACTIONS,

Few Voters In the State, but Both Parties Split
Into Two Divisions.

The State of Delaware is in papulation the
smallest of the ariginal thirteen and at the last
Presidential election, notwithstanding the vig-
orons fight made for its politieal control, thera
were only three other States in the ecountry
whose vote was smaller These States wera
Nevada, with an electorate of 10,000, Wyoming,
with an electorate of 20,000, and Idaho, with an
electorate of 20600, the vote of Delaware being
81,400 Neither of the politieal parties in Dela-
ware polls as many votes as there ara Demo-
crats In Jersev City, vet each has two factions
The factional controversy ameng the Repnb-
lieans of Delaware has gone on for many vears,
was hronght in the form of a contest to the Re-

{-nl-ln':m National Convention of 1806 and will
woup again for determination at the conven-
tion of 1900 1t turns< ypon the rivalry het ween
the regulars or Higgins Hepublicans and the
Union or Addicks Republicans 8o hitter has |
this controversy been that i the Congress<ional |
election of 186, though MeKinley and Hobart |
earried the State, the division on Congressional
vote was a= follows Demoeratie, 18,000, Ad-
dicks, Republican, 12800, and Higgins, Repub-
hean, 7000, Thongh the Republicans predomi-

nated in the State, a Demaocratic member of
Congress was chosen by recoon of their  di-
vision, and a1 the presept time  Delaware,
which s entitled to two United Statos Sena-
tors, has ope only in consequence of the fae-
tional deadlock which hns been existing be- |

twern the Ropublicans who, thaugh they have
A1 votes in the Legi=lature against 21 Demo-
orats on ioint hallot, have heen unable to agrea
upon a enndidate

I'his fight has now heen going on for six years
hetween the two Bepublican faections, and its
settioment ~eems ta be as far off as at any rime
betore  Unlike most factional troubles it has
not been fostered or assisted by the opposition
mrty . the Demoerats of Delaware having
{ torally tronbles of theirown The Governor of
Delaware, Ehe W Tunnell. is a Democrat and
there are two factions of the Delaware Demo-
erats, the lne of difference hetween which is
politien) Ihere are the Silver Democrats
who acknowledge Senator Kenney as thejr
lender, and the Gold Demoerats, wiyo say they
have the support of Gov Tunnell and are
generally favorable 1o the candidature of Mr
saulshury (one of the “Saulshurys of Dela-

) for the Tnited States Senate vacaney

ware
In the Presidential election of 1808 the Dela-

wire Denocrats generally supported  the
Bryvan ticket, thourh saome of them voted for 1t
under protest, while  others voied  for the

MeKinley ticket and <till others for the Palmer
or Gold ticket 1t is a curious evidenes of the |
conrse of polities, even in Delawars, that the
proportion. of voters for the Nilver ticket
and for the Gold ticket nominated by the Demo-
erats was the same as ti.e coinage ratio which
the former supported 18 to 1, 18,000 votes for
Bryan and 1,000 for the Gold party.  Delaware
has only three electoral votes, but the contest
fm;‘tho mntr{;l of these has bheen more active
and serious than in mgoy other ]
more {mportant politically, NP Sy 1

FATE OF THF, WAR BOOKS.

MOST OF THEM FAILED TO SELL
WELL, SAYS A PUBLISHER.

That Was Because the Public Got Fresh, Viviq
Accoants of the Spanish-American Conflies
in the Newspapers — Davis, Roosevelt,
Hobson and Sigsbee Sold the Best,

Of making many books there is an end,
There's a tradition to the contrary, but its orige
inator never tried making books about the Spane
ish-American War. Some of the New York
publishers will envy him his luek.  The fate of
the war books has been an interesting come
mentary upon modern conditions and feeling,
if one has watchedthe processfrom theinsida,

“Don't say war book to me.,” said a welle
Rnown publisher recently. “I'd rather do the
fighting than try to sell books about it Mnde
ern journalisin has gpoiled the market for wap
literature. The public, while it is at fewep
heat with excitement, gets newspaper storing
written by the cleverest men in the profession,
The work is done under the pressure of intensg
enthusiasm and is dramatic and direct to a dee
gree that not one man in ten thousand can attain
when he sits down in cold blood to write a lite
erary review of the war. The public has had
its appetite glutted during the very storm of bate
tle, and the ordinary writer's best stuff has been
whitten then. Only a man whose personality
wins readers, or whose literary instinet is res
markable, can make a success of a war book
published after the close of the war

“A few men who ground out wet towel and
student lamp volumes, in the early days of the
enthusiasm, found a moderate sale for thepr
books, but nine-tenths of the stuff published
later fell lat.  I'm not afraid to admit that oup
ventures all met a dead frost. Yet some of
them were good and one would have thonglis
their chances excellent. Looki back ward,
I can see the reasons for their fallure  Looke
ing forward, I couldn't. I'm not the only puhe
l|~?wr in that ix. Our literary judgment wag
all right but our estimate of conditions and pube
lic sentiment was wrong. We'll know bhettep
another time. Some of the writers nade fap
nioney-—the men who sold their hooks outright,
that is.  They were on the market. Their repe
utations were exoellent.  Most of themn had ale
ready written good war stories for journale
and mm{umm& and attracted public attention,
We publishers thought they were safe propi
sitions and bid against each other - to the benas
11t of the writers aud our own subsequent dise
comfiture

“I supposa that the four most suocessfill hookg

succesaful from L}w{vubh-han' point of view,
were thoso by Richard Harding Davis, Roosevaelt
Hobson and Sigsbee, and I fancy they sold just
about in that order  We didn't publish any of
them, so I can speak without prejudice. Davie's
popularity with a certain class of readers
and his literary instinet 55\'« him his lead,
Roosevelt's popularity and brains were surs
to give him a hearing. Hobson and Sigs!

nad won public attention to an exaggerate
degree.  Hobson's book would have had a very
good run, if he hadn't killed himsel! and everve
thing connected with him, by that Kissing Bea,
It was a sweet death, but the funeral was ex«
pensive for the publishers It's a dreadfud
thing for a clever and brave young ‘man to he
absolutaly devoid of a sense of humor.

“I'he human note was what the public wanted,
The writers who recognized that fact go@
the public sar  Ninety-nine men out of ahune
dred didn't care an atom about the strategical
conduct of the war, or the weighty questions ine
volved in i1, but they were absorbingly inter~
ested i individual dramatic experiences. They
didn’t want to know about the movements
of great bodies of men. They wanted to know
how one njan behaved. how he fought and suf-
fered and laughed and groaned and won or died
Realism-—that's the thing the people who stay od
at home craved, and realis:n is individual, not

eneral  Davis and Roosevelt saw that little

act and their books sold. A good many news-
pu?]er men and writers of magazine articl

the two were identical in this case-—graspe
that fact 100, The greatest magavine hit of
the war tine was 4 man's story of how it felt
to he shot, a vivid bit of personal experience.
The public jumped at it = They would have
Jumped just the same if it had had nothing te
do with our own war. 1t was realistic drana
brought down to individual sensation The
rest of the man’s work didn't attract much at-
tention, but in that one thing he hit public taste
squarely between the eyes It's a pity more
writers didn't understand the game -and that
more publishers didn't

“The really sucecessful war books, Ifs"ou count
sipccess ino dollars, have been tha Juveniles,
Every writer {or boye knows that he skips the
descriptions and the techineal discussions, so
the men who wrote war stories for hoys, gave
them Individual dramatic action—just what
the big children wanted. vou see,

“As for the men who think they can sell war
hooks now well, they'd better keep the attempt
inreserve for dog davs. [t will cool off the teme
perature for them

ODD MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.
Used by Native Americans in Prehistoric anll
Later Times,

From the 8t Louis Repubhe

WasniNGTON, May 13- Among the many
odd and grotesque-looking objects in the Nae
tional Museum, relics of a mysterious people
whoonee flourished on this continent,is a unigne
collection of musieal instruments. many of whichy
however ernde in appearance, give forth tones
ns sweet and clear as thev did a thousand vears
ago. Nearly all of them are wind instruments,
and are simiilar to the modern ocarina and
flageoler. The more perfoct specimens, as
regards tone and workmanship, come from
Mexico and Central and South America, and
are made for the most part of very fine pottery,
though some are fashioned from bones of
pnimals and birds. The collection is undeg
the supervision of Prof. Wilson and F P,
Upham.  Dr, W, H. Holmes, head ecuratop
of the National Museum, has furnished many
valuable specimens and data. Mr. Tpham,
referring 1o interesting qualities of the seve
eral instruments, said, taking up what migh
he deseribed as a small occarine, fashione
in the shape of a bird and furnishad with &
tapering monuthpiece
" 'Thh' [mp;-':wrh four s;:md holes and vieldg

va notes, e low tone being prodiced wit
all the holes closed " . .

The instrument was in excellent eondit!n
!‘n_rrnn_f of which Mr. U'pham proceeded to pla
There's No Good Luek Ahout the Honse,*®
with beautiful, tuneful effect. It wasremarkahl@
that when blown without the fingers covere
ink the holes the sound resembled closelv the
clear and plaintive warbling of a bird, probahly
the same which the artistic maker had ene
deavored to depiet

Many of the instruments are grotesque ig
design, representing chiefly nnimnﬁ and hirday
but are, in sorne cases, of &0 complex a shape
as to astonish one. The maioritt GUEELT |
either two, three or five notes, although som@
are capable of wider range. and while the ne
ference is that the prehistoric musicians pose
sessed A musical seale radicallv different fro
our own, all those instruments can be made b
proper manipulation to furnish notes to the@
respective capacities In the chromatic acale

One of the richest and most melodinus teneg
was produced from a very unattractive-look
ing earthenware alligator, although unfortue
nately the capacity of this musical noveltye
or rather antiquity, was limited to three notes,
A most piercing and penetrating sound wa
produced from a tiny whistle, which eoul:
easilv be held in the palm of the hand and ine
closed hy the grasp

One of the most extraordinary shapes is that
of a flageolet from the Aztec ruine of Mexico
I'he religions gvnihols found upon the ruins of

Aztee tamples are also seen upon many of these
instrumients  There are some of the flageciata
which inall probahility date from historie times,
One from Moxica earved in marble. which has
six holes, all those of prehistoric periods neveg

| being furnished with more than four, is ilinse

trative of this faet

One instrument from Nieova, Costa Rieca, 19
unigue from the fact that while it contains but
four sound holes saven notes can be produced
from it Itisin the form of a grotesque human
hoad. with painted decorations in brown and
red on a yellow gronnd. The mouthpiece (s ate
tached to and forms part of the head dress  [ts
exceptionally wide ranee is owing to the faet
that one of the four holes is larger than the
others, the result heing two  additional notes
that would not be obtainable were all the holeg
of the same size

A\ unigque «pecimen is a whistling vase from
Costa Rica which was presented to Prof Wile
san by Senor Rafael Telesias. It is round-hote
tomed, with a handle on one side representing
ananimal head holding the edge of the rim in ita
mouth  The rim and lower half of the vase are
dark red the s{‘nm- hetween being filled by &
broad chevron band in brown and vellow. the
whola surface being highly polished  The aip
passages from the inside of the vessel conneect
with a vent hole on the outside of the animal's
neck  To produee a sound or note, the lips
must be placed against the mouth of the vessel
in the same manner as would be dons on the
large brass instruments of te-day Ita one
note is exceedingly shrill and plercine

Another remarkable speciman is 4 prmitive
flageolet made from a slender bons, trobably
from the wing of the brown pelican The
natiral cavity at one and of the bone 1s partly
filled with wax or gum. leaving an air PASSARe
which connects with a vent hole, forming &
mouthpieosa  The other end (s open On Lh
upper surface are five small finger holes, pl.o.a
ahont seven-sixteenths of an inch apart.

Matters of Interest Concerning Horses
are mors fully and ably treate
news columos than in any otll:’r "';.If‘:"'"g
yertining thus becomes more valuable in
Bux for obvious reasons. Bemember this,—.
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