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Lather.

Tho most satisfastory life of Martin Luther
that we have seen in Bnglish 18 embodied in
the latest contribution to Tho World's Epoch
Makers’ Berles (Scribuers). Tha author, Dr
TroMAs M. Lixpsay, professor of ( hurch
History In the Free Church College, Glasgow,
has relied mainly on Kdstlin's well-known work,
but he has availed himsalf of many other au-
thorities enumerated in an appondix, includ-
ing numerous lettors, records of conversations
and extracts from diaries, »ll helonging to
Luther's time, but which had not seen the
light before the last quartar of a centnry. The
propriety of describing Luther a8 an epoch=
maker from a religious point of view will sonrce=
ly be disputed by any one, but it is one of the
merits of this book to poiut ont his r-lation
to the politioa), soclil and economival nspects
also of the revolutionary movement which eon=
wulsed central and wostorn Kurope in his day.

Leopold von Ranke seers to have been the
first historlan to tench that the Reformation
was a great politioal force working political
transformations not yet ended It overtirow
medimvalism and formulated the modern cons
dittons of politieal 1ifa, [t destroved the me=
dieval ideal of a Christandom mada visibly one
by a supreme governor who ruled over the bod-
fes of 21l men; by a supromo poclostnationl chief
who ruled their souls, and by a dominant achol-
astlclsm which kept thelr miuds in dne sithe
mission.  No donbt the authority
and Pope had bean detled by nhnost every b
ropena nation before Luther's day, but the
galluro of Charles V. to restore the mediey il
empirs In Gormany may be fuirly taken as tha
date on which the old idews of government
passed awny forevor It Is equally manifest
that the Reformation epoch was “the modern
birthtime of the individual <oul.” the hegine-
ning <! that o orlion f tha supreme riht
of Individaal rovalt pgainst avery enatom,
law or
man to the easta or class: oorevelt which finally
flamel out in the FPrencht Revolution,  AS
Pr. Lindwy points out, the Swing peasantry
had hegun the rovolt whao the
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by tying ifoir aeythee on tholr alnenstocha,
and, tandiag shonlbe tn ghn i it \ar.
garton v Soapa Vil oreosst chirges
of 1t timva! laieht i T thoan peeved
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as the nobls, aad individnal sert ol
fn this pcde and horlderly fashion, scon bewgnn
to exiraa (bt montally and morally, The
gavention of apowder and firearma « ompleted
what the nika had beeun, and medimva! kn'ght-
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hood porishisd  when the prinees bottored
down witly canaon &'rong new tortifieations
and whon Francis vou Siekingosn, “the last of
the knieh wis sl v hile in fancied seenrs
fty. Th» i fndividualits was fod by the
events of the tha Ihe invention of the mars
fnor's compass, the dizcovery of Ameriea hy

Colurnbua and that of the sea routs to the st

by Vasco do G not only revolutd wizod
ocean-borne trads but also fire d the imoginn-
tions of men. The prevatling tenor of the
thonghta and speech of thy period show that
well-informad  and  intellleont  pers. e felt
that they were on the eve ol t events: thut
it was a time of universal expectancy tnd ol
widespread individual assertion

Noither is it less true that the epoch of tha
Reformation was a thne of eco revol
tion which bore hoavily on the poorer cias es

and stirred them into insurrection.  Below the

whole medimval system lay the idea that land
was the only aconomic hasis of wealth: and, in
the earlier Middle Ages, when each little d'e-
trict produced nlmost evervtiing reov red fop
its own wante, and when the econotpie fune-
tion of the towns was to harbor corporations
of artisane, exchanging the frults of their in-
dustry for the surplus of farm produce which
the peasants brought to thelr market places,
this was undoubtadly tha case. The increas-
{ng commerca of the towns, however,
ually Introduced another source of wealth and
this commerea made great crides affer the
Crucades had openad up the Fast to Mironensn
raders, The aventual effect of the new trafe
was to make the lasser nobles and the eiiizens
fmpulnoable enamies. Tha pohles wavlaid and

arad-

pilldged the merchant trains, and the cities |

formed offensive and defensive leagues and
persuaded the larger territorial mognates to
combine with them in order to socnre the penca
of the eonniry and to keen the ronds safe. The
combination of prinees and citics against the
lesser nobllity drove the nobles into a position
utterly repngnant to  their pride.  Already
thrust from the position of the exclusive de-
fenders of snociety by the introduction of in-
fantry and artillery, they now saw themsalves
distanced hy the burghers in the means of liv-
tng ostentatlonsly; and while they despised
the “pepper sacks,” na they ealled the mers
chants, they [elt themaolyes degraded nunless
they conld vie with thom in dress and adorn-
ment on the cecasfons of publie display 4o dear
to the mediweval mind.  Their ordinary moda
of direct revenge, that, namely, of attacking
the convove of werchiandise, or of making
their “horcos hite off the purses of travellers,”
had been rendered someahat dangerous by the
combinations of princes and towns, and the
only thing left for them to do was to squeorn
their unfortunate peasants. The peasant was
the pariah of medueval society, He stood
apart from noble, hurgher and  ecclesinstie,
His  was the nnirotectad  clnss,  which
all might spoil with hnpunity and which all did
fn fact opyress.  He had, to be sure, memaories,
transinitted from generation to generntion, of
common lands, frea village communes and in-
alienable righits belonging to the tillera of the
poil; but the introduction «f Roman law, pri-
marily  and chiefly by Fro-
prietors, n law which did not recognize the old
communal rights and looked upon the peasant
as a serf, deprived him of legal protection and
left him no menns of reslstanco save revolt or
flight to the towns, in which he conld but swell
the class of poorer citizens who remained out-
side of the guild privileges. 1t ia further to be
poted that in the towns the lurger commer-
elal opportunities offerad by the opening of a
sea passage to the Fast Indles through the dis-
coverios of Vasco do Giama led to a disintegra-
tion of the mediaval corporations; the
richer merchants formed themselves into trad-
fug companies distinet from the old guilds
and amassed great wealth, A war of classes
ensued; the new trading companies and the
greater capitalists against the guilds, the poorer
gullds against the richer, the peasants against
the nobles and the nobles against the towns
and the princes. This seething discontent
was aggravated by sudden and mysterious
rises in prices, affeoting first the articles of
forelgn produce to which all the richer classes
were addicted, and ultimately the ordinary
necessaries of life. The cause of the apprecia-
tion in values was not, it Is now believed, the
debasement of the coinage, for that affected a
narrow circle only; neither waa it the importa-
tion of preclous metals from America, for it
was only later that this inflow took place on a
great scale, but rather the larger output of the
mines at home. Whatever the cause, the
phenomenon was an irritating mystery, and
each olass In soclety was disposed to blame
gome other for the mischlevous resulta, [t
was into this deep-scated and widespread soclal
disoontent that the epark of rellgious protest
fell, the one thing needed to fira the train and
kindle a soclal conflagration,
1t is, however, only Incidentally that Luther’s
biographer has to do with the political, soclal
and economioal aspects of the Reformation
epoch. These did but constitute the environ-
ment of the religiona movement whereof Luther
was the central figure. It ls, at the same time,
important to remember that they were all thera,
and that It would be a great mistakoe, in study-
ing the period, to assume that the religions pro-
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n test was overything. All the various upheavals
4

= combined to make the epoch what it was; and,
the religious purpose gave foree to the politi-

:\m agitation, depth to the Intellectual and =ocial
“fmpulses, and to the economic protests a cliar-

acter more medimval than modern, we must,
on the other hand, remembaer that these various

r s in their turn lent strength to the
A M. ous movement, and gave it an Impetus
b o otherwise it would not have had. The
v, M.“&mll’ War, as it is called, represents the

f

parting of the ways; up to 1826, the Lutheran
Reformation had absorbed all the various
streams of dissatisfaction; after that, the revo-
lution and the Reformation pursued seperate
paths, and the revolution gathered around It
the mora radical elements of the religlous revolt
which are sutmmoed up under the word anabap-
tism, & name which includes a great variety of
conflieting opinions. With all these sides of
the great movement of his day Luther had some
real connection. He had, for instance, the full-
est sympathy with the patriotic aspiration
which claimed Qermany for the Germans; this
aspiration formed the central thought In his
Address to the Nobility of the German Natlon;
but he soon came to ree that the times were not
ripe for a national centralization, and that par-
t1.! contralization under the rule of great ter-
ritorlal magnates was all that could be reason=
ably hoped for. Among the Humaulsts he
never ranked himself. Yet he had very great
svmpathy with many aspects of the Humanist
movemont; ha made much use of the learned
lahors of Erasmus, and was recognized as a
leader by most of the German protnoters of the
new learning; his absorbing alm, however, was
the reformation of the eoclesiastical and relig-
fous life, and that toan extent which was depre-
eatad by some of the more distinguished Hu-
manists, Again, Lather was a peasant’s son,
and gave utteranos over and over again to the
wrongs of the class from which he had sprung.
He wis modern enough, however, to percelve
that there are two ways by which wrongs inay be
redressed, the way of war and the way of peace,
and that the way of peace {s the only sure path
in the long run. To thisconviotion he held firm-
1v, and he risked his lits among Infuriated peas-
ants as readily na when he stood before the
FEmperor and the Dist at Worms. In a word,
although, first and foremont. Lother wasa relig-
fous reformer, his large spiritual personality
eaneed him to share all the aspiratiors and take
part in all the movements of his time. That Is
wiy he was accepted by his contemporaries,
and hns been recognized by posterity, as the
representative man of his age.
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Muartin Tuther wae born on Nov. 10, 1483,
in Fidsbhen, whither hta parents, Hans and
vgarethe Inthes, had come from Mohra,
(1le pan-ant township lying in the north-

vt gorner of the Thuringen Wald Six
wonthe after the birth of Martin, his eldest
can, Nans Luther settled in the Httle village
of Mansfeld, flere he was flist & miner and
ther. a s<melter of copper ore, The Counts of
Man-fo)d, who ownad all the region there-
about, had the habit of bullding small smelt-
ing frrnacss and of letting them out on lease
to trustworthy miners who desfred to better

thalr eondition Hane Tuther eoon leased
onn, and then thres, of thesy furnaces  That
Iy carly won the pspeet of hin nefehbors s
ovidont from the fact that he beeame in 1401

o of thy four 1nmbers of the village conns
el i family life for many yvears,
novertheless, one of grinding poverty. It
was a hard straggle to find food and clothing

was

for seven children, to provide for ths educa-
tion of the cldest boy, to pay the vearly rent
ofth o furnaes and to lay by in the family strong

afterward =pent upon the
when the three daugliters should
rl-dofftonew homes.,  The ftvre reforme-
er's fathior an’l mothorwers hoth spare, short
ol dark-complotloned; the father was of
plain peacant stoek. “T am a peasant’s son,”

Lox the nuaney to b
vlenishing

h
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master's degree in 1506, he stood second among
the seventeen successful candidates. Havine
thus finished his course in arts with remarks
able distinction. he was about to begin the
study of law when he suddenly plunged into
the Augustinian eonvent at Frfurt. We have
no trustworthy account of the spiritual con-
flict which ended in the sndden resclve to save
hia soul within the qulet of clofster walls.
There seems to be little doubt that he had a
severo [liness at the close of the philosophy
course, und this, it has been alleged, brought
him to the decislon. Thore is a tradition,
which Dr. Lindsay sees no reason to disbe-
lleve, that on July 2, 1508, fourteen days before
he entered the convent, he was returning from
a visit to his parents, and had already reached
the village of Ktotterheim,close to Erfurt, when
he suddenly found himself in a violent thun-
derstorm, and cried out tn fear: “Help rae, 8t.
Anna, and 1 will become a monk!” This, it s
sald, was tho crisis. It 1e certain that Luther's
decision caused his parents great grief.

Fortunately for Luther the prior of the
Augustinian convent at Erfurt, John Staupitz,
wns & large-hearted man. In after years he
sympathized with most of the Lutheran doc-
trines, though he never left the Roman Cath-
olie Church. He made tho best of the mnonastie
life which he shared. lHe Ineisted that every
monk who was fit for it should read theoloxy
and study the Scriptures in the Latin version.
Luther himself tells us how the monks
showed him the great Bible bound in red leather
and how the first thing which he read In It was
the story of Hannah and Ramuel. The scholas-
tie theology he studied until he could repeat
trom memory the great folion of Willlam of
Ocecam, andhe pored over the worke of John
Gierson, and Ropaventura, and Dionyeius
“1 still keep those books which tormented me,”
he said in after vears, “Scotus wrote very well
on 1he Master of the Senterces, and diligently
essayed to teach upon these matters. Occum
was an able and sensible man.” It was Occam
who brought to Luther's attention the falll-
bility of Popes, and Gerson who showed him
the ecclesiastical value of General Counefls.

I

Aftor Tather was ordained a priest and for-
mally received Into the Augustinian order he
Lbecame the confidant of the heads of his com=
munity and was intrusted with many delicate
commiseicns.  In 1508 he was appointed pro=
fessor of philosophy in the small University
of Wittenberg, which had been founded a few
vears before. Three years later his educa-
tional work was interrupted by a command to go
to Rome on the husiness of his order The

| mionth which lie spent in Rome turned his rever-

ence for the Papacy Into loathing. He found
the eitv,which he had greeted ns holy,a sink of

Cinlquity; ite very priests were openly infidels,

|

soid boathoa, “My father, grandiather and |
great=g anlathor ware all gonulns peasants”
Hans 1other was a man of deep, quiet plety,
bo thonght that God conld be st sorved
in thy enmmon ettzen’s U, wnd who hieartily

dospi ol monka as Ml of “cant and hivpoeriay.”
1o had a strong =cnss of parental rights, and
vas a hard diseiplinarian,  Tha reformer’s
1other, on the other hand, Margarethe i g-
[or, came of the burgher clase, for Hans Tather
Liad marrled above his station.  Between her
v hore eldest son thisre was a strone Lkeness
v bild of facs and hode. Inthor got from
o, besides hla mysticlsm, the strange streaks
of superstition which c¢haracterized him, the
tn of poetry which ran through him, his wit
4 hisg love of hymns and of proverblal any-
ings. Melanchthon, who came to know her
11, calls her a model of all womanly worth,
and says that she was noted for chastity, reve
crence for God and prayer. The truth which
Inther afterward preached he learned in the
Lome elrele at Mansteld, adding nothing s
ential.  The Reformation of which he was
the leader was but the onteome of thie old family
ploty  whieh had flowered during all the pre-

A v {
viens centurios, heedlasg of the fact that [t hiad |

mneh in it whteh had little in common with
the scclesinstical system  and  profesional
theology that It had long accepted without
question,

Young Martin was =ent to #chool ‘at Mans-
told, which, small mining town that it was,
had some facilities for primary education.
Mot of the small parish priests in fifteenth-
contury Germany belonged to the peasant
clnse and the <inging in the parish churches
had to be done hy the village boya  As the
services wore perfornied in Lating a modicum
of tnsteuction was neoded for priesteand choris-
tors,  Of eoursa the education given was but
slight and the method of imparting it was in-
eMeient.
and to write and to do a little eiphering, and
thev were supposed to be drillad in the Latin
declensions and conjugations  The school-
masters were a poor &et of creatures, and their
gcholars experienced more of the palns than
of tha pleasures of learning. TLuther said that
Liia master troated the bovs as the public exe-
cutioner did thieves; he himself was flogged
fifteon timesa one morning because he could
not repeat doclensions which he had never
been taught  Such village achools conld not
satisfy the craving for education which awoke
a1l over Furope in the latter half of the fifteenth
century. In many a (erman city the towns-
people founded high rehools and paid teachers
und rectors out of the urban revenues.  Martin
Luther was sent for a time to Magdeburg,
which posseseed an Institution founded hy
dlaciples of Gerard (iroot, the great Flemish
educationalist.  Of the boy's life there we
know little, except that he saw two things which
made his raliglons sensibilities tingle and which
he never forgot.  One was a Prince of Anhalt,
who, for hia sonl's preservation, had become
a barefooted friar, carrying a begging sack
on his bent shoulders through the town, and
worn to skin and bones by fastings, scourg-
fngs and prayvers. The other wns an altar
pleoe in a church, the pleture of a ship, “where-
in was no layman, not even a king nor a prines;
thare was none hut the ope with his eardinals
and Bishops at tha prow, with the Holy (Ghost
hovering over them, while priests and monks
with thelr oars wera at the sides thus they
went salling heavenward. The laymen were
swimmilng along In the water around the ship.
“ome of them waore drowning, some were pulle
Ing themselves up to the ship by ropes which
the monks, moved by pity, passed ont to them
to keep thom from drowning. There was no
Cardinal, nor Bishop, nor monk, nor priest,
in the water, but lavmen onlv.” The two
visjons sank deeply into Luther's heart and
probably explain his subsequent adoption
of the monastic voeation

From Magdeburg Luther was sent to the
High School In Fisenach, where he remained
until he entered the University of Erfurt. This
was at the'time the most renowned seat of
learning in Germany.  The teaching and course
of study wae still mediwyal, but on what wes
deemed the advanced side of medioval thought.
The faculty of philosophy prepared the way
for the study of law and theology: it began with
logle and went through dialeetios, rhetorie
and musie to physics and astronomy. The
favorite commentators belonged to the Nome-
tnalist achool. and Lauther learned at Frfurt to
call William of Occam his “dear master.” Tiu-
manisin had found entrance Lefore Luther
matriculated, and lectures onthe purely classl-
enl authors had Legun to figure in the facnlty
of philosophy, but the clder course of ~tudy
was not as yot openly attacked.  Tuther seems
not to have looked back with apy great de-
light to his student davs at Erfurt. He had a
very modest estimate of his own powers as a
Latinist. Nevertheless, when he took hls

The children were taneht to read !

and scoffed at the eervices they performed;
the papal courtiers wers men of shameless
was< truth, the German visitor
thought, in the Ttallan proverb: “If there I8 a
hell, Rome is built over it.”  While he wag in
Italy. howevor, Tuther managed to learn some=
thing of Hebrew from a Jewish rabbi, and to
obtan lessons In Greek from a refugee from
Constantinople.  After his return to Witten-
berg he bhecame a docto  of theology and
sitbsequently suceeeded Staupitz as regent of
the nniversity. Then began the series of exposi-
tions which gradually drow to the small town of
Wittenberg students from all parts of Germany,
and, indeed, of Furope. Besides tha lecturas
which he dolivered In his capacity of professor,
Lie undertook the dutles of preacher in the town
chiureh, which fs atill standing near the market
place  When he preached here, he spoke in
plain, nervous German. He mads ecolloctions
of German proverbs and country sayings and
wsed them as illustrations. He had a way of
making the ble seom alive, of showing that it
was full of stories of real men and women, who
had lived, and thonght, and eaten. and slept,
and married, In 1516 Luther had additinnal
duties laid upon him. being made the superin-
tendent of a clrela of cloven Angustinian con-
vionts
Wittenberg, and most of the inhabitants who
eomld do so fled from the town,
refused to go.

When Luther became involved in the cone
troversy abeut indulgences he may be sald
to have begun the werk of reformation. It was
on the 1st of November, 1517, that Luther

lives;

there

nailod his Ninety«tive Theses agninst the sale of |

fndulgences on the door of the Castle Church
at Wittenberg. In these tloses nt least three
main thonghts may be Jdistinguished.  Luther
asgerted that the forgiveness of =in is in the
hands of God alone.  The Pepe, he said, han
neither the will nor the power to remit any
penalties, exeopt those which he may have im=
pored by his awn autherity or by that of the
canons
rod cross of the Indulgence had equal power
with the croes of Christ.  [le insisted that the
law of the Cliftstian life must be a continnons
repentance, and that th's evangelical repent-
ance s something entirely different from the
confession and satisigetion which are per crmed
nnder the minstry of priests,  The theses are
not to be regarded, however, as constituting
a reasoned treatise, but rather as the work
of a man who wishes to drive his meaning into
the mi'nds of hig readers by repeated blows,
Dr. Lindsay wonld deseribe them as ninety-five
sledgeharmmer strokes, dellvered at the grossest
eoclesinsticnl abuse of the age. They were
written in such clear, nervous language that
no one could fail to understand what they meant,
athough it might not be 80 easy to comprehend
all that they implied  The thesss made a great
and instantaneous  impression. The  speed
with which they got into erculation was for the
tine unprecedented. They were known over
the greater part of Germany within a fortnight
atter they were publ'shed, and we are told that
ther had gone far beyond Germany in four
weeks. 8o effective were they that the sales of
papal letters of indulgence declined rapidly,

For a time, moreover, noone of much weight
or distinetion came forward to dispute the ques-
tions raised, and Luther's own Bishop said
that he found nothing heretical in his theses,
Meanwhile, however, John FEck, a theolog-
feal professor in Ingolstadt, and formerly a
personal friend of Luther's, was qarefully
studving the propositions and with increasing
dislike. Fok was by tar the ablest opponent of
Lauther that Germany produced, a clear-sighted
and learned man and a forcible and ready
debater. Ile saw that the theses were based
on principles which would justify the opinions
of John Huss, or, as these were commonly
called, “the Bohemian Heresy;" and that, f
enrried  out, they wounld destroy the whole
medimval  conception  of  the supernatural
powers of the clergy and the dominion over
the laity which the gifts supposed to be bee
stowed in ordination gave them. fle made
his first attack upon Inther in a book of an-
notations on the theses which he ealled Obelisks:
and hencaforth two men, both sons of peasants
stood forward as the champions, the one of the
romish hierarchy, and the other of evangelical
liberty

It was in the so-called Leipsic Disputation
that the two Germnan champlons were brought
face to face, The debate between Luther and
Fek, which took place in the presence of Duke
George of Saxony, lasted flve days. It was
confined almost exclusively to questionarelating
to the supremacy of the Pope over the Catholic
chureh,  When the ineldents of the dizenscion
ars compared with Dr. Fek's first attack on
Lather In his Oheliaka, It becomes evideant that
the intention of the papal champion was to foree
Luthes 1y mats aln suons which would hepr
out Fok's aceunsation, that Luther's thoses o (n-
dulgenees were irreconcilable tha hierarchical
and priestly coneeptions of the Christian minia-
try on which theesternalorganization of the me-
digvil Churehwasba<ed.  Inthie purpose Fek
wa « sneees-ful.  He compelled Luther, step hy
ster, to avow that the Chureh is not merely the
hierarchy and those dependont on it, bt the
whole company of faitiful bolievers, ruled by
ininisters, who are the servants” of the com-
munity. Eck had declared in Lis Obeliaks that
[Luther's theses contalned by implication the
“Lohemian Heresy,” and he tried to bring this
out at Leipsic, The exciting moment in the
discussion caine when the truth of the charge
was made evident. “One thing I must tell,”

In the same yvear the plague eames to |

Luther |

Tauther denonneed the assertionthat the |
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sald an eyewitness, Froachel, “which I myself
heard In the Disputation and which took place
in the presence of Duke George, wio caine often
to the Disputation and listened most atten=
tvely; once Dr. Martin spoke these words to Dr.
Fck when hard pressed about John Huss: ‘Dear
Doctor, the Hussite opinions are not all wrong.'
Thereupon sald Duke George so loudly that
the whole audience heard, ‘God help us, the
pestilance,’ and he wagged his head and placed
his arms akimbo." Fok wae delighted at the
outeome of his tacties and he and his friend nad
no doubt that he remalned the victor [n the con=
troversy. Luther, on his part, returned 1o
Wittenberg in great depression of spirit, to bury
himself In his professional and pastoral work
there. His opponents maintained that, (nas-
mnuch as he had been forced to daclare himsell,
there now remained only room for a papal bull
proclaiming him an excommunicated heretic
and delivering him over to the civil authorities
for punishment. What Fck did not perceive
was that some defeats are really victorles,
While ke was congratulating himself that he
had tisrust Luther outside the pale of the media-
val Church, he did not see that this was exactly
what wonld glve Luther an immense aceassion
of strength. He had proved Luther to be an
inflexible antagonist of Rome, and at that
time all Germany was looking for just such a
champlon. That {8 why the Lelpsic Disputa-
tlon must be accounted the most important
episode in Luther's career. It made him for &
few years, at least, the “man of Germany” in the
eyes of almost every German. Lelpsic mAde
Luther sea clearly for the first time all that lay
in his opposition to Indulgences and It made
otherssee(talso. Heandother men now recog-
nized that the prinoiples laid down in the theses
struck at the whole round of medimval eccle-
siastioal life. After the disputation with Eck
Luther found out and took hls true religious
position, The effeots were soon visible in the
sermons and tracta in the vernacular which hia
tireless pen produced and the printing
press sent broadcast over the Fatherland. In
the year 1517 only thirty-seven books {n the
German language had been fssued from Ger-
man presses. On the other hand, the German
publications of the year 1518 were seventy-one,
no fewer than twenty of which were from
ILuther's pen. In 1510 the total number of
(erman books published was 111, of which fifty
were Luther's; In 1820 the number of printed
German books rose to 208, of which 138 were
Luther's; while in 1523 498 German books were
publishad, of which 183 were written by Luther.
The-e facts not only exhibit the almost incredi-
ble activity of the man, butalso show that alinost
all Germany was eager to read what he printed.
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In 1520 Luthar put forth the three books
which contain the principles of his proposed
reformation.  They appeared in the following
ordar: “To the Christian Nobility of the Ger-
man Nation, Respecting the Reformation of the
Christian Estate:” “The Babylonfan Captivity of
the Chureh: " and "Concerning Christian Iiberty”
| Considering these briefly in the inverse order
of their publication, we observe that the last-
named treatise (s an assertion of the priest-
hood of all bellevers, which is proelaimed to he
the result of justification by faith. It maine
talned that ceromontes, or what may be called
the whols machinery of the Church, are valu-
able provided they are looked at from the right
point of view, and kept in their yroper place;
whily on the ather hand they may hecome als
ot destructive of the true religions Jife if they
are considered fnany other sense than as means
to an end  In the last resort the soul of man
needs absolutely nothing but the Word of God
dwelling within him.  Thig prinelple was ap-
plied by Lnther to a definition of the relative
poritions of the cleray and the laity. [ie de-
Aared that men and women livivg in the family,
in the workshop and in the civie world
held their position there, not by a kind of In-
direct permission wrang by God out of his
compassion for human frailtics, but by a vo-
eation as direet as that whieh called men to
what by a mistake had been deemed the only
religions life. This assertion of the spiritnal
priesthood of all Lelievers was made for the
purpose of delivering the laity from the vague
fear of the clergy which had enthralled them.
In the “Babylonian Captivity of the Church”
Luther contends that everything must he

Word of God,
of promisea and pravers, and exhibits the union
and communion of the belisving man and his
Saviour. This postulate s applied to a eriticism
of the elaborate sacramental system of the
Roman Churel, and the onteome of the arpli-
ontton 15 the averment that the Roman Curia
has held the Church of God i bondage 1o hunian
traditions and  commandments  which  run
counter to the plain tenor of God's words
From the summary of the book we learn that
while Tather considors {t possible to goply the
term “sacrament” to all those things s to which
a divine promise has been made, vet It is best

vinely appointed signs, The result is that, In
his opinfon, there are only two veritable sac-
raments, to wit, baptism and the Lord's Sup-
per, and that the other wso-called sacra-
ments are but ceremonies of human institu-
tions. Nothing In the whole round of Romis<h
interference with seriptural commands and
messages excited Luther's indignation g0 mich
as the method of dealing with the conception
of Christian marriage. He points out that
there {8 a clear serintiural law tonching the de-
grees within which marriage s lawful, and
that no human regnlations ought to forbid
marriages. outside of these degrecs, or permit
{t within them. He declares hims=el® In favor
| of the marringe of priests, and says that there
i« nothing in Serinturs or In the ueages of the
early Church forbidding {t.  He =ays that, per-
sonally, he detests the thought of divorce,
»and even prefers bigamy to it:" but that it is
clearly allowed by Christ in certain cases, and
that the Roman Curia, by now forbidding and
now permitting it, has defled all laws, human
and divine, for the sake of monsy-making.

In lLi address “To the Nobility of the Ger-
man Nation Respecting the Reformation of
the Christian Estate,” Luther applied the prin-
ciples laid down a little later in his treatise
“On Christian Liberty,” to the reformation of
the political commonwealth. No other writing
from Luther's pen produced such an instanta-
neons, widespread and powerful effect. The
treatise was lssned from the printing press
gome time In the beginning of August, and,
before the 18th of the month, 4,000 coples
wore in eireulation throughout Germany, It
constitnted the political and socfal manifesto
of the Reformation, and {ts effeots were seen
at the two Diets held at Nuremberg in 1522
and 1524, where its indictments of the Roman
Curla were practieally adopted. The mani-
festo owed its power to the spiritual insight,
the moral enesgy and the tact which, in spite of
oecensional violenoe of language, was every-
where displayed. The spiritual inslght may
ba recognized in the way in which Luther lavs
down the prineiple of the independence of the
individual soul of all merely human powers
and arrangements, and in which he insists on
the equal spirftual rights and responsibilities
of lavman and clerie, and in whieh ha assertas
the true sanctity and spirituality of all natural
relationships of family, home. trade and pro-
fesaion: of noble, burgher, artisan and peasant,
The moral energy is exhibited in the way in
| which one ubuse after anather is brought for-
! ward inswift successlon, and In which the vell of
| Jegal chicanery is siripped froin one exaction af-
i tor another. Ttatact is disclosed in the modesty
l

of the preamble: "1tis not out of mere arrogance
| and perversity that 1, an individual poor man,

have taken upon me to address vour Lordships,”
{and it appears in the courteous address to the
| voung Emperor Charles V., of whom German
| patriots were expecting much. It may also
be seen in the omission from the title of all
reference to the Holy Roman Empire and In
the tmplied «uggestion of SGermany
| gunge, which makes the address an appeal
to the whole German people.

tions for the correction of existing evils, Some

to limit the usa of the word to those promises |
which have attached to them viaibly and di- |

1or the |
Germans,” and in the use of the German lon. |

Lather propounded a number of sugzes- |

| hind them while, in this cage
bronght to tha one test of the authority of the |
The Word of God [s a tissne |

the result of creating a German national church,
with an eoclesiastical council to be the highest
court of ecolesiastical appeal, and to repre-
sent the German Church as the Diet did the
German State. Other suggestions almed at
the complete abolition of the supremacy of
the Pope over the State. In still others Luther
dealt with ecclesiastical abuses whioh did not
spring from the supremacy and greed of Rome,
but were productive of much religious
and social mischief. Thus he would check
the multitnde of pilgrimages, which did not
tend, he thought, to good morals, and which
led men to pursue a life of vagrant beggary.
For the same rea<on he would Hmit or
suppreas the mendicant orders. He held
that there were too many saints' days and
eoclosiastioal festivals, which, he said. were
only seasons of glittony, drunksnness and
debanchery. Ha would retain the Sundav
only. Ho also desirel to bring soma daylight
into the convents, both for men and women
and asserted that every one who wished to
leave a convent should be allowed to do so.
He insisted that pria:ts should ba allowed to
marry, and pointed out that illicit concubinage
wonld be thus prevented. e further =aid
frankly that it was high time for the German
Church to come to terms with the Hussites
of Bohemia, who, whataver their sins, had
never done anvthing so bad as deliberately |
to break the safe-conduct which had been

given to John Huss. lLuther's remaining

paragraphs treated briefly of social evils and |
e:pecially of the rampant beggary by whioh
Gormany was disgraced. He calonlated how much
atown of ordinary size taxed itself through sup- |
porting by casual almsglving the hordes of ‘
sturdy beggars who wandered through it.
His remedy for the disease was that each town
shonld support its own poor. There (s no doubt
that this oall to the nobility of the German
nation, while it appealed to all Germans, pro-
duced an especially great effect upon the very
class to which it was specifically addressed,
It was really the first definita announcement
that Germans ought to work together for a
united Germany, and was the firat practical
step taken in the movement to create a Ger-
man nationality, which has made such an ad-
vance in our own generation, and the end of
which is not yet.

—

1v.

Meanwhile at Rome a bull condemning Lu-
ther had been prepared and was published
there in the middle of the month of June, 1520.
The workmanship seems to have been malnly

Fok's.  The bull cites forty-one proposi- |
tions, sald to be Luther's, and dunounoos'
themi. All Tuther's writings, whenever and |

wherever found, are ordered to be burnt. The
bull was proclaimed in some parts of Germany
by Eck and by the Roman Legate, Aleander,
and coples of Luther's writings were selzad
and burnt, but the curious Documenta FLutherana,
published a few vears ago by the Vatican, re-
veal that the bull was enforced with continually
increasing diMienlty, and that the excitement
caused by burning Luther's books was 8o great
that the Legate sometiwes trembled for his
life. In Wittenberg no notice of the bull was
taken, notwithstanding threats that the privi-
leges of the university would be withdrawn,
When Luther learned that his writings had
been burned in several parts of Germany he

;i::"ll(‘::rl ll\n-..l :tr:.\l O:h,rfj‘:i"?e,rf ‘1‘;9 l:urn lﬂm | at  Rati<bon the Princes of Austria and
£ whish :,: ’“l A: Nasy O )1 GAnon ':: Bavaria and the representatives of the
; e papal supremacy 18 asserted. | o..facinatical States In South Germany,

=0, ot Dee, 10, 1520, he posted a noties inviting
the students of Wittenberg to witness the burn-
fuar of the "Anti-Cliristlan Decretala.” A great
multitude of students, burghers and profes-
sors collected in an open spuce where a great
bonfire had been buflt, One of the masters
kindied the pyre; Luther lald the Books of
Docretals on the glowing mass, and then, In
sclomn silence, placed a copy of the bull in
the flames saying in Latin, “ As thou hast wasted
with anxiety the Holv One of God, 0o may
the eterual fanes waste thee " It is scarcely
possible for us in the nineteenth century to
understand the thrill that went through Ger-
macy, and, wdeed, all through Europe, when
the news &pread that a poor monk had burned
the Pope's bull, It was not, to be sure, the
first time that a bull had bean burnt, but here-
tofore the burners had been great monarchs,
with trained armies and & devoted people be-
the burner was
a mook, with nothing but his manhood to back
hini. The event meant that a new world had
come Anto being; that modern history had

begnn
It was on Mareh ¢, 1521, that Inther received
from the newly elected Emjeror Charles V,
v summons and safe-conduct to appear at the
Diet held fn Worms and show canse why the
Papal il €honld not be enforeed against him, ’
i« protector, the Elector of Saxony, trembled
for the fate of the raformer, Luther was re-
minde! that John Huss had been burned at the
Council of Constance, in spite of the Imperial
safe-conduct The messase reached Luther at
the lat stage of his journey, and he replind
‘that he would go to Worms if there were a8
many devils there as tiles on the roofs, If
Hu-= had been burnt, the truth had not been
burnt with him.” Soon after his arrival in
Wormns he was summoned before the Diet,
The Emperor presided; below him sat the
«ix Elootors; the Princes, lay and clerieal, filled
the hall. On a table was a pile of books, Lu~
thor's writings, He. had never been in such
a presence hefore; his volee seemed to fail
Lim: men thonght that his spirit was broken
at last. He wnas asked whether these books
were his, and, if 8o, whether he stood by what
hea had written, or would recant. He begged
for time to consider his answer, and a respite
was granted until the following day. The
evoning and night were for Luther a time of
terrible depression, conflict, despair and prayer.
On the following evening, that of April 18,
1521, he appeared again before the Diet. This
time he was ready with his answer; his voica
had recovered its clear, mueical note, and his
demeanor was ecalm and fearless, He first
spoke for some two hours in German. Then
he had done, the Emperor asked him to re-
peat what he had sald in Latin. Then the
Emperor, through Fck, told Luther that he
wa« not there to question matters which had
heen settled in General Counclls long ago, nnd |
that he must give a plain answer “without I
|

horns,” whether he would retract all that he had
sadd contradieting the decisfons of the Council
of Constance, in which case he would be denlt
with leniently. Luther replied: “Sinee vour
Imperial Malesty requires a plaln answer, I
will give one without horns or hoofs, Itis
this: That I must be convinced either by
the testimmony of Seripture, or by clear argu-
ments. I cannot trust the Pope or Counciia
by themselves, since it {8 as clear as dayvlight
that they have not only erred, but contra.
dicted themselves, I am bound by the Serip-
tures which 1 have quoted. My consclence
15 thirled to the Word of God, T may not and
will not recant, because to act against ocon-
sojonce 1s neither honest nor safe.” Thia he
said in German and Latin, Then, after
a pause, he added In German: “Here 1 take
my stand; I can do naught else; may God help
me!"”

The Diet was presently adjourned, and !
Luther was sent back to his lodgings. ’ThaI
Germans, foes ax well a8 friends, were proud |
of the sturdy poeition he had taken, and |
praised his speeches. The Emgperor, on his |
part, had not been much linpresecd: “he will
never make & heretic of me,” he erid. Neat
day  the Emrperor proposed formally that
Lather shonld be condemuoed, but the Germans
pressed for delay, and, s his private negotian-
tions with the Pope were not yet ended, the
Fmperor consented, It would not have been
safe to subfect TLuther to the fate of flues, |
German Prinoes came to Luther's lodgings 10
congratulate him; among them vyoung Philip
of Hesse, who grasped Luther by the hand, |
aaving. “You were in the right, Doctor, may |
God help vou™  Franz von Sickingen threats
onnd to attack the town in spite of the Em-
peror's presone s if Luther came to any harm
At last Luther got lopve of tha Emperor to
aqinit Worms and rotuen to Wittenberg.  There-
npott  the Pope's le;ate hestened to come- |
plate the bargain which Charles V. wanted to
make. The Pope plrdged himeelf to Inter-

of these, if carried into effect, would have | ferc no moro with tho Inquisition In Spain,

i of the “eommon man”

and to support Charles against Francis I.of
Francs in Italy. Then, on May 20, the Diet
having been olosed, the Emperor signed the
oMoial document placing Luther under the
ban of the Empire. Nothing was now needed
but to secure Luther's person and burn him
as a heretic. He had suddenly dirappeared,
however, and no one knew where he was.

Aleander, the Papal legate, came nearest
the truth when he sald that he believed that
the “O1d Fox,” meaning the Elector of Saxony,
had hidden him somewhere. T.uther had, in
truth, found refuge in the Wartburg, that
stronghold wherein B5t. Elizabeth had lived
the happlest part of her life with husband
and children, Here he remained In defer-
ance to the wishes of the Elector of Sazony
untll the ty6ubls in Wittenberg compelled
him to go/ thither. It was during his retire-
mont {n the Wartburg that he translated the
New Testament from the original Gireek into
German, and published his tract on “Mon-
astic Vows.” The effect of the latter treatise
was that & chapter of the Augustinian Order
hold at Wittenberg gave all monks permia-
slon to laave their convents if they desired to
do so, merelv enjoining a strict ohservance
of the rul» of celibacy upon those who volun-
tarily remained. The importance of Luther's
version of the New Testament is set forth by
Dr. Iindeay in discriminating yet apprecia-
tive words. We are reminded that other
translations of the Bible into German had
been made long before. It I8 asserted, indeed,
by Janssen that fourteen complete versions
of the whole Bible in Aigh German, and five, in
Low German, had appeared before1518.  These
versions, however, made from the Latin of
the Vulgate, were mostly uncouth, and not
very easily understood by the common peo-
ple.  Luther nay almost be said to have created
the German language, considered as a vehicle of
literary expression. Born in Thuringia, he was
brought up on the boundary between the
two German tongues, and used neither High
German nor l.ow German, but a third form
of speech, which united the two vernaculars.
Thus his Bible gave Germany a common lan-
guage. This new intellectual possesaion pre-
gerved the unity of the German people through
times of political and ecclesiaatical division
as no Emperor ever did or could have done.
The translation of the Old Testament was
not bagun in the Wartburg. Luther felt that
he required help for such a task. After he
was back in Wittenberg a band of acholars
set themselves to the work, and it was
slowly accomplished and published in install-
ments. In 1334 the firat complete edition of
the Bible appeared. By this time no fewer
than sixteen revised editions of the New Tes-
tament had been igsued.

After Luther's return to Wittenberg the Ref-
ormation spread through Germany in a simple
and natural fashion, without any attempt at
preconcerted action or any design to impose a
new form of church government or A new and
uniform order of public worship. Luther was
not without hope that the great eccleaiastioal
principalities would become secular lordships;
that the Bishops would take the lead In ecclesi-
astieal reform, and that there would be a national
church in Germany, altered in externals as
little as possible, enough only to permit free
wcope to evapgelical preaching and teaching,
It is true that before the year 1524 had ended,
the Pope’s legate managed to bring together

and thera to induce them to agres that, pro-
vided the males of Indulgences and various
ecclesinstioal extortions were put an end to,
no further concessions should be made in doe-
trine. Tt is true, aleo, that the Emperor Charles
V. had set himself firmly agninst the whole
Reformation movement, and that in his heredi-
tary dominions of the Netherlands he had already
gent martyrs for the faith to the flames, 8till,
all these things did not prevent such a skilled
and wary statesman as the old Elector of Saxony
from expecting a peaceful and, so far asGermany
wns concerned, a unanimous solution of the
roligious difienlty. Suddenly a storm burst
which was to shatter such optimlstic expecta-
tions and to change fundamentally Luther's
conception of what was to be looked for from
the "commonman”in Germany, Werefer to the
torrible conflagration known as the “Peasanta’
War," which quickly followed the revolt of the
nobles under Franz von Sickingen,

V.
Was Luther responsible for "The Peasant's

War?" Undoubtedly his message was domo=
cratie. It destroyed the aristocracy of the
saints, It levellsd the barriers between the

priest and the layman, {t preached the equality
of all men before God and the right of every
trusting man to stand in God’'s presence, what~
ever might be his rank or condition of life.
The Reformation, as Luther preached it, gave a
volee to the grievances of the people, and not only
attacked the merciless exactions of the church-
men, but also had hard words for the oppres-
sors among the secular Princes and free nobles
and for the luxurions and money-getting life of
the burghers. Dr. Lindsay llkewise acknowl-
edges that no other epoch-making man has
ever flung about wild words In such reckless
profusion.” Luther had the defects of his call-
ing. He had tha gift of strong, smiting phrases
which seemed to pierce the very heart of a
subject, of words which lit up a matter with the
vividneas of a lightning flash. Whatever he
sald or wrote stuck fast in the memory and the
imagination, and he launched forth letters or
pamphlets from the press about almost every-
thing. His words fell in the souls ful)
of the fermenting passiona of the time
that were readier to remember the ine
citements than the canutions. and that
longed to translate speech Into action.
Humble men refused to believe that Luther's
ideas belonged to the realm of spiritual life
only, and that the commands and exactions of
Popes and Bishops were the only human pre-
scriptions to be resisted.  On the other hand,
it would not ha difficult to show that the Peas-
ants’ War had no place in Luther's plans
for the regeneration of Germany. His ideal
had always been a religious reformation,
brought about by preaching and teaching,
and owing nothing to violence. He seemed
unable to measure the Inevitable effects of his
own sledgehinmmer words on minds excited by
oppression or by passion. Before the storm
burst, he did his best to show that no good wonld
come from (nsurrection. After it burst, he
risked his life over and over again in the visits
puid to disaffected districts to warn the people
of the dangers they were running, In May,
1525, when the rebels had committed sanguinary
excesses, he wrote a vehement tract, " Against
the Murderous, Thieving Hordes of Peasants.”
In this terrible pamphlet he hounded on the
princes to crush the rising. Dr. Lindsay ad-
mits that, when all is sald that can be reasonn-
bly said in explanation of his conduct at this
time, one cannot but fesl that the language of
this pamphlet |s an ineffaceable stain on Luther
which no extennating circumstance can wipe
ont,

't {s cortaln that the Peasants’ war had a
la-ting and dlsastrous effact not only on the
Roformation, but on Luther himeelf. Up to
the year 1525 the Lutheran movement had
absorbed all the varfous elements of discon-
tent in Germany, and Luther seemed to have
the whole land behind him. In that year came
the parting of the wavs. The conservative
a-closfasticnl Reformation of which Luther
waa tha reprosentative was rudely cut off from
many of the popular aspirations which had
given it an apprearunce of greot strength. The
dream of a united and democratic Germany
was rdely dispellsd  The consarvative re.
lizious Reformation resulted in the avolution
not of a national ehurch of Germany, but of
territorial churehes under the protection of
such tarritorial magnates as embraced the
Reformed falth. A= for Luther himself, the
Peasants’ war planted In him & deep distrust
which prevented him
from belleving in a demoeratic church, and
led him to bind his moveraent in the fetters 4
of secular control. fe did his best within
Germany to thwart attempts to construct

ything like a democratic church government.

dislike and distrust of the “common man*” A
\

|

J

was largely at the root of his inability to ape
prociate the herolc Zwinglius and his fellow
Switzers, an inability which werked many an
evil to the German Reformation, ard is charges
able with many of the calamities of the Thirty
Years' War.

VL

et us turn to what Dr. Lindsay has to ray
about Tuther's own marriage, and about his
sanction of the bgamous union contractad
by the Landgrave of [ease. The Reformer's
wife, Catherine von Bora, had been one of nine
nuns who, in 1523, escaped from a (lstercian
convent in beer barrels, and found refuge
in Wittenberg. She belonged to a nobla but
impoverished family, and had take n the vell
at the age of 16, At the time of her marriage,
in 1528, she was a dignified maiden of six and
twenty, with a high. fair forehead and bright
black eyes. flis "Kaethe,” as Luther called
her, was no ordinary woman. She was a good
housewife, but she was much more besides
She took an increasing share, as the years w
on, in all her husband's work. There i
doubt that her loving care prolonged her
band's life. His profound respect for hed

trust in her came out strongly in his wlll“os

bequeathed to her everything that he
declaring that it was more fitting that his
dren should be dependent on thelr m:
than the mother on her children.

Luther's relation to the bigamous mat
contracted by Philip of Hesse s discuss
conaiderable length. This man, the brigh 50
boldest and by far the most capable of
the Evangelical Princes, had married, wl
barely 19, a daughter of Duke George

e T

Sagzony, and In that age of sexual Ilccnn\,__=

had been a faithful husband to her, in all out
ward respects at least. 'We have not the lady s
story, but the husband’s is that rhe was of
morose temper, had a disagreeable disease
and was given to drink. Latterly, he declared,
that married life with her was impossible, and
that the terms on which he was with her pres
vented him frem going to the l1ord's Table,
He had thought of divoroe, but he knew that
the strong opinfons entertained by Luther
on the subject of Henry VIIL'k treatment of
his first wife, Katherine of Aragon, made i¢
impossible for him to get the Evangelical theoe
loglan to consent to such a thing. Brooding
over the matter he convinced himeelf tha$
there were cases In which a man might take
two wives, and that his was a case in point,
Ha declared truly enough that, had he been
a Romanist, he could have eosily got a dis=
pensation to keep a concubine. He {ntrenched
himself in the idea that polygamy was pere
mitted under the Old Testament and was not
positively forbiden under the New. Matterg
at last came to a crisis, Philip had fallen I
love with Margarethe von der Saal, whom he
met when on a viait to hia sister, the Duchess
Elizabeth. The young lady, who was a dise
tant relation of Luther's wife, refused to have
anything to do with him unless she could be
legally married to him, and her mother's idea
of a legal marriage was one at which Bucer,
the renowned Strasburg theologian, Luther
and Melanchthon, or at least two of them,
ghould be present as witnesses, together with
envoys from John Frederick, tha 8axon Flector,
and Maurice, Duke of Saxony, which two
Prinoes were respectivaly the second cousin
and the nephew of Philip’s wife. Philip prepared
his own case, adducing some precedents of
Princea being allowed to take a second wifs,
and won over Bucer to his slde. There is no
doubt that this action of Phillp's cav-ed proe
found grief to Luther. The Landgrave had
beea bringing the matter before him for thire
teen vears with increasing emphasis, Dr,
Iindsay thinks that it can scarcely be eald
that Luther's final anrwer to the guestion was
due to the fear of displeasing a leading Evan=
gelieal Prince.

It i3 clear that the proposed second mare
riage must have been looked upon as a pere
gonal indignity by voung Maurice of Saxony,
whose power everybody recognized. Luther
also knew that his own Elector not only felt that
the Landgrave'sintention ran counter to the fun-
damental laws of Chiristian morals, but regarded
ft as an affront to the House of Saxony. These
things are mentioned by the author of this
book, not to palliate Tuther's conduct, but for
the purpose of elucidating the whole situation,
It {8 frankly admitted by Dr. Lindsayv that the
document forwarded to the Landgrave bv
Tuther, Melanchthon and Bucer is very sad
reading. It may ba summarized thus: We
are now llving under the Gospel which does
not prescribe rules for the regulation of the
external life and has not expressly prohibited
blgamy. In Individual cases of dire need, and
to prevent worse results, the pastorate may
eanction bigamy In a purely exceptional way,
Such a bigamous marriage is a true marriage
(the necessity being proved) in the slght of
God and of conscience, but it i< not a true mar-
rlage with reference to pnblic law or eustoms.
Therefore such a marriage ought to be kept
secret, and the dispensation which is given for
it ought to be kept under the seal of confeseion,
It is certain that Luther repented of his action
in this matter when it was too late, He wase
not himself present at the marriage, though
Landgrave Philip by a stratagem secured Mo
lanchthon as a witness, The effect of the formal
answer forwarded by Luther, Melanchthon
and Bucer was simply to deceive a poor maiden,
The Emperor Charles V. declared that Mare
garethe had never been married at all, and
was simply Philip's concubine, From this
bigamous marriage tha confederacy of Prote
estant Princes receivad a shoeck from which
it never recoverad,and Maurice of Saxony took
hig reve:ge on Philip on the outhreak of the
religions war which occurred shortly after
Luther's death, It must not be supposed that
ovangelical theologians< approved of Luther's
conduet, Most of them disapproved of it
strongly, and the remonstrance. of some had
the effect of inducing Melanchthon to withe
draw his acquiescence in the paper which he
had signed along with Luther and Bucer. The
evangelleal cause, however, Lad to sus<tain the
burden ecast upon it by this strange document,

We have said that Dr. Lindsay has given us
a diseriminating study of his subject, This s
made evident in the flnal chapter. where it ig
admitted that Luther, although the man of his
epoch, did not adequately represent it, The
first half of the sixteenth contury had elements
of eulture which Luther eithier deliberately ree
jeeted or was unable to appropriste. There
were elements, for instanes, in the culture of
men like Erasmus and Sir Thomas More which
Luther could not appreciate. His age wus fere
tile in economic suggestions which to him were
a sealed book., He might have learned much
even frow such fanatics as Manzer, or the lead=
ers In the Peasants’ War. His inability to see
the promise and potency of life which lay in the
rude strivings of the "common man” marred
his reforming work and still paralyzes the
European portions of the Church which bears his
name. Again, his conduet toward Zwingliue
and the Swiss, as also the strong language which
he used toward opponents reveals a fund of ine
tolerance which {s not what one might expect
from so great a man, It {s manifest, hows
ever, that his contemporaries did not and could
not pass the same Judgment. His very defects
may have alded him in doing what he mannged
to accomplish. It is certain that, while he lived,
he held the Protestant forces together as only
aman of relative broadmindedness could have
done. His sincerity, his paticnce and his powep
of separating what was essential from what was
accidental are evident enough when we recall
what oocurred after his death when he was no
longer there to hold in check the petty orthoe
doxes and heterodoxes that broke out among
his followers. It is the fate of most authors of
revolutions to be devoured by the movernent
which they have ealled into being.  Luther oce
casionad the greatest revolution which western
Europe has ever seon, and he ruled {t till his
death. History shows but few other men
posskessed of such kiugly powers. Moreover,
though he hax been dead for centurios, he is still
Iving in the German nation.  As even Dollinger
admits, he has starmped the fmperishable seal
of his soul alike upon the German longuage and
the German midnd, o that “even those Germans
who abhor him most as the arch heretie and
seducer of the nation cannot sscape his Influ-
ence; they must discourse with his words, aud
think with his thoughts.” MW.A
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