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of the wbol Bible In high Oerrnan and five ii

Low German had appeared before iste Thee
versions however made from the Latin 0-

th tilgate were mostly tincooth and no
very easIly undenstood by the common pe-

plc Luther may almost be said to llavn creates
tb German langtisto eormidered as a vehIcle o-

hltorar ezpreeaiofl ibm In Tininlngia 110

brought imp on the boundan between thi

two German tongues and used neither hUgh

German nor Low German bitt a thIrd torn
of speeoh whIch united the two vernaeulari
This hlii flible gave hrmany a comnion Ian

guage This now Intellectual poMeesion pro
served tho unity of the German people through

tImes of pollUcal and eccleslaaticnl dIvisiol-

a noEmpsror ever did or couhd have done
The translatIon of the Old Tcstamtlt VOI

not begun in the Wartburg Luther felt thin
110 required help for SUch a task After hi

was back In Wittenbeng a band of scholar
TIet themselves to the work and it wa
slowly accomplished and published in install
monte In 124 the first complete edition 0

the Bible appeared Ily this time no fewei

than sIxteen revised editIons of the New Tea

taiflent had been ieuued-

Aftor Luthers return to Wittenbcri the Ret
orrnathlln spread through Germany in a simple

and natural fashIon without any attempt a-

pneconeerteil action or any design to inlposo

01w form of church government or a now aim

uniform order of public worshIp Luther wai
not wlhiieit hope that tile great eceletiastlca
principalities would become secular hordshlpe

that tiu itlshmops would take the lead In ecelesi-

athcnl reform and that there would be a nntioria
church lii Gerrnan nltred In ezternals aI
little as possible enough only to permit frm
scope to evangelical preaching and teaching
It Is true tInt before the year 1524 had ended
the Popes legate managed to bring togethem-

at 1tathbon time Princes of Austria niu
Bavaria and tiio representative of tb-
oecfoiastJcal State in South Germany
and there to Induce them to agree that pro
Viied the sales of Indulgences and variout-
cccieelrtstical extortion were put an end to-

no further COflOOSions should be made in dec
trim It is tate nlo that the EmperorCharle-
V had set hImself hlrmly arminst the whem-

itetormfltion movement and tll5t in his heredi
tAlly doruilnions of tboNotherlanda he had alreadj
sent martyrs for the faith to the flames Still
all timate things did not prevent nichi a skllhod

end wary stahesman as the old rector of Saxon
from erpooting a hacetutl and so tar asGerman
was concerned a IlnaninloulS solution of tile
rIlliflOuiii dlmeimlt 3ttddenly a storm burst
which was to shatter such optImistic expecta-
tions and to change fundamentally 1iutbers
conception of whet was to be looked for from
tIi eonlmonmaniul Germany erofertothiet-
Orliihe eonflngration known ns the Ipaaantq
War which quickly followed the revolt of the
nobles under Fnana von

V

Sickingon-

Wiii Luther responsIble for The Poasantt
War Undoubtedly 1111 message was Imo
cratic It destroyed the aristocracy If ihc
saints it ievelled the barriers between tue
priest and tii bymnan it lireached the equality
cut till men before God and the right of every
trusting man to stand in Gods presence what-
ever might be hIs rank or condition of life
The Eetormationas Luther preached htgave a
voIce to the grievaimee of limo people and not only
attacked the merciless cx actions of the church-
men but also had hard words for tlio oppress
eons among the secular Princes and free nobles
and ton the huxlmrloIIs and moneygettitig life of
the buirglicra Dr Lindsay Ilkpwise acknowi
edges hint no oIlier epochmakIng roan has
river flung about wild words in such reckless
profusIon Iumther had the defect of Ills call-
Ing lies had this gift of strong smiting phrases
which ceemnell to plencs the vera heart of a-

RlihjeCt of WurdS which lit tip a matter with the
ltvidnese of a lIghtning flash S1mateyer he
mid or wrote stuck fast in the memory and the
Imagination and he launched forth letters or-
pamnphlebs from the press about almost eye
thing Ills words fell in tbie oiils till
at time fermenting passions of th time
that were readier to remember the in-

itements than the cautions and that
longed to hranalate speeoh Into notion
humble men refIlled to behhoy that Iuthcrs
Ideas belonged to the realm of spIritual iife-
Daly flrmd that the comnmands anti exaetlons of-

Iope and flishops were the only human pres-
uerlptlorls to be resisted On the oilier hand
1 would not he dlmcult to show that the PPM-

flta War had no place In Luthers plan
kit liii regeneration of Germany l1i ideal
had always been a relhgiou reformation
routgiit about by prenelling and teachIng

lUll owing nothIng to violenoe lie seemed
iinabhe to measure the Inevitable effects of hi-

W1I sledgohimomer words on minds excited by-
ppnession or by passIon Before the dorm

hurst he diii his beet to chow that no good would
nfllti from insurrectIon After It burst he-

lsked his life over and over again in the visit
paId to disatTeoted distrIct to warn the people
If tie dangre thea were running In May
525 when tile reils had committed sanguinary
zcteseS tie wrote a vehenment tract galnat-
he Murderous ThievIng hordes of Peasants
in thIs terrible palliphliit he hounded on th-

marincos to crush the rIcing Ir llflhIsa ad-
nitls that when all Is said that can he reasona
ill iiald in explaimation of his coniltict at this
lund One cannot htt feel that the langiia of
Ills pamphlet Is an ineffaceable staIn on Iuither
which no extenuating circumstance can wigs

0111it
Is certaIn that the Peasants war had a-

latlnm and lisastroul effect not onlr on the
ltformatIon hut on Luthor himself Ijp
the year 1g2S the Iutheran movement had
absorbed all the various elements of discon
tOOt in Germany nail Littler seemed to have
the wImnt land behimid him lii that Inr
the parting ct the ways The coriservativ-
oolesiatloal Reformation of whlelt luthesr
lens the refrCMiltitive M rudely cut oti from
loan t the rplllulr nriraione shich had
given It tul appearunco of intent strength The
dreani iuf a iinitd and democratic Germany
was rudely dispelled TIle C0bArVatiy re-
unions Reformation resulted In the tylhumtion
riot if a nationii ehurih of Germany Iii of-

terrltrinl chiurche under the protetion of-

siitm trrltorial nlagnatA as emnhraed the
ltformesl faIth ta fcr iiitiisr himsiif the
i4421i1t5 war planted in him a deep distrust
01 the 0TflhilOfl fllin which preventej him
from beileving in a lelnrrattc chtirii nn
loll hitni to bInd his movement in timti fetters

f secular control us did his beat within
3ermany to thwart atteuts to construct
iip thlnglike a democratic church government

dIiUk sad dlatzust of th common man
>

was largely at the root of his to nj-

roe1ate tho heroic Zwinghlua and Iit fehiow-

SwItters All inability which werked meaT on

evil to tb icruman lhefcrmatlcn ard ii ihnrge

able with many of the eahimmithas of the Thirty

ear War

VI

Let us tilt to what Dr Indaay lIme to pay

about Iutimris own mnrriaie and 8iOllt lila

S4TllctiOfl It the t1tamolme tinimm cuoiitractd-

hy time Iandrave of hhe121e Tile RetotmerA

wIfe Catherine von flora had been one of nm-

flhlnml who in 123 escaped from a Cistercian

Convent in beer barrels and found refuge

In 1ttnberg Sue belonged to a noble but
Impoverished family and had take fl the ell

at tite age of 16 At the time of her marriage

In 1523 iio wnms a dignified maiden of six and jo-

twelty with a high fair forehead and bright
toI-

ihaclc eyes Ills Kaptime as Luther called

her was no ordinary woman She was a good

housewife but she was mntich more besides
She took an IncreasIng share as the years w-

on in all her husbands work There lu

doubt that her loving care prolonged her

bands life flu profound respect tot he 95trust in her cattie out strongl in hits sIhII
bequeathed to her vertiling that lie

declariM that it wns more fitting that hii-

ictron shotthd be dariendont on their IflI

than the mother on her children
Luthers relation to time bigamous mauI

eontraCtMd by i1huhip of liesse Is diectis

considerable length This mitn the brigh

boldest and by far time most CaPable o

the EanavIleal Princes had marrIed wi

barely ig a daughter of Duke George
Saony and in that age of sexual hicenl-

imid been a faithful hutebanil to tier In all out

sd respoots at least We hiavo not time lady a

atoll but time husbando is that she was of-

nmoroe temper had a diengrecable disease

and WM given to drink Latterly lmo declared

that married life with her was inipossible and

that the terma on which he was with her pro

vented 11111 trpun going to the Lords Table 4-

Ie bad thought of divorce but lie knew that
the strong opinions entertained by Luther
on the subject of flenry lfls treatment of-

hts first wife Natherlne of Arngon made iti-

IllpOMhiie or 1dm to get the Evangelical tileo-

logian to consent to such a thing Brooding

over the matter lie convinced illmeif that
there were eases In whiielm a man might take
two wIves and that his was a case In point

He declared trimly enough that had he been
TI Itomnanist ho could have easily got a die
pensatlon to keep a concubine lie intrenciied
himself In the idea that polygamy was jert-

nltted under the Old Testament and was not
positively forhiden under the Now Matter
at last earn to a crisis Philip had fallen iii
love with MsrgRretie von her Saal whom be
root when on a visit to his sister time Duchess
Elizabeth The yoling lady who was a die
tant relatIon of Luthers wife refuced to have
anythIng to do with him unlec she could he
legally married to him and her mothers Ides
of a legal marriage was one at which Racer
tb renowned Strasburg theologian Lmthet

001 Metanchthon or at lenat two of them

should hi present as wItnesses together with

enroll from John Frederick the Saxon Elector
flnl MitliridO Duke of Saxony which two
Princes were respectively the second cousin
and the nephew of Philips wife Philip prepared
hIs own ease adducing sonic IltACedentS of
Princes being allowed to take a second wife
and won over Ilucer to his side Iliero is no
doubt that this aetion of Philips eaied pro
round grief to Iuther The Lnndgrave lied
been bringing the matter before hihin or thin
teen years with Increasing eniphacis Ir-
Ttndsay thinks that It can ecnrooh be suid

that Iuthers final answer to the ITiesilOn was
dcc to the fear of displeasing a lendIng Evan
gehical Prince

It Is clear that the proposed second mar
tinge roust havo been looked upon ras a per
onid IndignIty by young Maurice of Saxony

whose power everybody reeognlzeul Luther
also knew that his awn Elector not only felt that
the Landgravos Intention ran counter to the fun
darnental laws of Christian morals hut regarded
it as an affront to the Ilouce of Saxony Thieo
tunas are mentioned by the author of liii
book not to palIiat Luthers conduct but for
the purpose of eiuictdatln the whmeile situatIon
It ha frankly admItted by Dr Linmicay that the
document forwarded to the Landgravo 1w

Luther Meslanchthon anti Uumcer Is very sad
reading It may be summarized this e
are flow livIng under the Gospel which dons
not prescribe ribs for the regulation of hIs
external life and line not expressly primhiiblted

bigamy In Individual caces of dire need and
to prevent worse rcisutlta time pastorate may
sanction bigamy in a puirely exeptionrll way
Suudm a bigamous mnrrian is a trios unnrnhne
the necessity being pnovedl in thin slhit of

God and of conscience but it i not a true roar
riMe wIth reference to poblin law or eIutomns

Therefore such a rnnrrhimge oighit to Luc kept
pocrt and the dIspenatlon which is given for
it ought to be kept under tim seal of confession
It is certain that Luther repented of his action
In this matter when it too lute lie was
tint iilnmsolf present at the rnnrrimimcc though
Landgnave Philip by a stratagem secured Mo-

Ianchthoi a a witness The ciTed of the formal
answer forwarded by Iuithier Melanchmtho-
aani Buoer was simply to deceive a poor maiden
Time Emperor Charles V declared that Mar
ganath had never been marrIed at all and
was simpl PhilIps concubine From this
bIgamous marriage tim confederacy of Prots-

StiUit Inliicns recolviel a iiock from whIch
it never recoveredand Maurice of Saxoniy took
hIs reveje on hhllip mm the outbreak of the
rnligiouis war whIch occurred shiortiy after
Imithicrs death It mulct not be sUppOCl tiiiit-
lvantiehical theologian4 nppncmvesl of iutherst-
enduict Most of thenl miinpprored of it
strongly and this rernozmtranro of sotne had
lime ciTcet of inducIng Melanchithon to with-

draw his IulquhPscetlco itt time paper which lie
had signed along with Iuther and furor The
Dyangehical caimse however bid to sumtniuu his
burdorm cast upon it bc tiii strangts dlwimnuelm-

tWe have said that Dr Iiuldea himmi given us-
dlscnlnlinatlng Shut of his sutijeit This is-

indc eidemit Iim tile final ehiaptr whiiro it Is-

zdinittsid that 1Uthmer although the luau of liii-
cpocli dId mint adequately rotmreielut it The
trat half of the txtcenth rmIIiry himid liiieiit-
af culture whichi iutber either ichilmeratel re-

ected or was lirlaijh to npiiropnlat There
gere eienientc for instance in 1111 culture of
11011 like Eratinitte and Sir Tiuounns Mono which
uther could not iippreciate Ills age was for

lIe In economic suggeetloris siiichi to hiliim WOre
t sealed book lie imlight htvs learned roucla
lyon rota such fuauiatlcs ItS Mtlnzer or time lead
ill iii the 1esniit War ills iflltiIIlty to eee
lie ProililBO and potesmIc of life which lay 1mm tIme

tide strIvings of time comnnion man marred
mis reforming work and still paralyzes time
Iuropean pOrtlnli of the Church wimlch bears his
manic Again his conduct toward Zwlngllus-
nl the Swiss as also the strong language which

IC tistel toward opponents reveals a fmmnd of In-

oleranco WtltChi is hot what one might txpect
rom so great a toan it Is manifest how
oer that his contemporaries did not and could
lot P3 the same judgment lila very defects
nay have aided him In doing what he nuanaged
0 accomplish It Is canada hhmuit while he hived
10 hold the Proteethnt forces together as only
I oman of relative broadmindedness could have
lone His sincerity ha patience amid hIs power
11 separating whit wa essentia front what waa-
ceirlontal are evident enough when we recall
hmnt occurred after his death when he was no-

ongrr there to hold In check thi petty ortho-
ioxes and imoterodoxes that broke out among

follower It is the fate if most atmthors of
evolutions to be lloured by the movement
hicii they hays called into being lIlther cc-

aMoned the greatest revolution which western
urope has ever coon and lie ruled it tIll liii

Loath History simow but few other men
XIdl4sCCd of 511111 kIngly powers Moreover
bough he bait befl dead for centuries tie Is still
lying In the German nation As ven Iallingiri-
lni its lie hills stain pod I ii jmiperisiin lie ccci-
if hi soul nllkii ItPii tiii hrtiiiiji lailgilagn and
tIC Irruman ilillid so that evn those lermmlans-
urho abhor him most as the arch heretic and
educer of the uicilon earmnmmt hI Influ-
nos thai must discourse wiih his words and
lilak WIth his thoujhti 11 A
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