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SOME NEW BOOKS.

An o-m-o_;t China's Ristory.

In a volume of less than three hundred pages
published in London by T. Fisher Unwin, & suo-
cewsful attempt s made to produoes A Brie/
History of Kastern Asia. The author, Mr.
1. . HANNAR, a graduate of Trinity College,
Cambridge, and formerly master of the English
#chool at Tientain, tells us in a preface that his
purposs was to give a concise yet clear acoount
of the vast continent of Asia, taking in the
islands off Its coasts, but omitting Persia, Meso-
potamia, Arabia, SByria and Asia Minor, coun-
tries, the history of which belongs more prop-
erly to Europe and the Mediterranean. The
materials for his work ware ocollected during
the two years which he spent at Tientsin;
they are derived at second hand from Chi-
nese souroes, so far as the author deals with
the history of China, which, naturally, occu-
pies the major part of the book, although a
good deal of attention is given to India, to
Central Asla and to Japan, With the help
of the matarials brought together by him,
and of some derived from other sources,
we shall try to carry the prooess of condensa-
tion a atep further and to offer an outline of
Chinese history down to the first war between
England and China.

L

That the Chinese originally migrated from
Westarn Asla Is now considered probable,
if not certain, by most sinologues, but the
date and circumstances of the migration are
likely to remain doubtful for a long time, iJ
not foraver. The story reproduced In the book
bafore us ia substantlally as follows: it seems
to it the facts as well as any: The SBemitie
Arabs, finding their country a desart, burst
out in yugrations from time to time, and one
branch entering  Mesopotamia, some 8,000
years before Christ met the Akkadians,
a people who seem to have come originally
from the southern shores of the Caspian,
and to have brought with them a hier-
oglyphle mode of writing. Blanding with
part of the Akkadians, whom they overcame,
these prehistoric Arabs formad the ancient
Chaldmans, while the more adventurous sec-
tion of the defeated Akkadlana are thought
to have fled eastward and to have become the
ancestors of the Chiness The first part of
China proper, settled by the forefathers of
the Chinese, seams to have been what is now
the provinee of Shenst

After three or four Emperors, of whom little
fs known beyond the bare names, Hwangt!
siceerded to the throne at a date placed at ]
2382 B. . by the author of the book before us,
but which Boulger wonld put some three hun-
dred years further back. Hwangt! is sald to
have regulated the calendar and the welghts
and measures, besides expanding his domin-

fons.  After three more centuries had passed,
the racords of which are probably no more and
no leas authentic than Manetho's account of the
first three Egyptian dynasties, Y ao ascended the
throne at a date given by our author as 2085 B
., and after him came Shun; these two are re-
garded to this day by the Chinese as patterns
of what sovereigns should be. During the |
reign of Shun, Hoangho, or the Yellow River,
thereafter known as *'China’'s Sorrow,”
burst its banks and flooded many miles of coun-
try. Yu, surnamed the Gireat, was appointed
to construct durable banks and to drain off the
floods. He was made Emperor as a reward |
for the accomplishment of this task. He was
the last monarch elected on account of his fit-
ness for the post. The Empire now hecame
hereditary, Yu being the founder of the Hala
dynasty, which ruled China for mors than four
centuries. At this point, about 2000 B. (.,
according to our author's chronology, the semi-
mythical period of China’s history ends. Kla, the |
last Emperor of this dynasty, was dethroned
after a reign of about fifty years by Chin Tang,
who became the founder of the Chang dynasty,
which lasted until 1122 B. C. Chowsin, the last
soverelgn of this line, ill treated several of the
Titerati, who had long since established the
principle that all the offices in the State, except
that of the supreme ruler, must be filled by
men whose merit should consist in a knowledge
of the anclent sacred books and should be de-
tarmined by competitive examination. One of |
these fll-treated Litarat! named Ki-Tsze fled In |
a northeasterly direction and founded the State
of Chosen, which included the Liao-Tung Pen-
insula, as well as the northern section of what is
now the Hermit Kingdom. Chowsin was de-
throned in 1122 by Wou Wang, who headed a
popular rising, and was himself proclaimed
Emperor, the first of the Chow, or Tau, dy-
nasty, which lasted more than eight centuries,
During the whole of this period the Tatars
were continually pressing on the northern and
western frontiers, and the Chinese were but
moderately successful in repelling their at-
tacks.

In order to avoid these invaders the Chinese
apital was moved from the west to Loyang
n the provines of Honan, about the middle of

the eighth century B. C  The authority of the
Emperors of the Chow dynasty was slight the
country being partitioned among feudal princes
or dukes, often at war with one another, and
many of them at times more powerful than
their sovereign lord. There is in truth a close
analogy between the Chow Emperors of China
and the rulers of the medimval Holv Roman
Empire. Honan, which was under the direct
rule of the Emperor, was the only provinee in
which his authority was much felt, although,
as Son of Heaven, he was the High Priest of the
nation, the only lawful medinm between Heaven |
and mankind, and, in theory the divinely ap-
pointed ruler of the whole world, to whom all
other monarchs should be tributary. The out~
ecome of this system, partly feudal and partly
theoeratic was that the country was ina chronio
state of civil war, when, in tha sixth century
before Christ, the two great Chinese teachers,
Lao-tsze and Kung-foo-tsze (Confucius) wers
born. This particular century seems to have
been one of religlous revival all over the world.
Besides these two ('hinese teachers, Pythagoras
in Greace, Fzeklel and Daniel among the Jews,
Gautama, the founder of Buddhiam, and Vard-
hamana, the founder of Jainism, in Indla—
Zoroaster of Per«ia, or rather of Bactria, was
probably earlier- were proclaiming new re-
Mglous and philosophical doctrines, destined
to influence in no small degree the thonght of
mankind. Ttisan Interesting, although scarcely
a surprising fact, that Confuelus while re-
garded ns the wisest of mortals by suceseding
generations, was not mnch reverenced bv hig
contemporarias and his life was spent {n wander-
fng from one court to another, He was in-

forces from Tientsin to evacuate Pekin,
Tatars,

A chief namoed Meha had unitad several Hlongnu

cluda an ignonimous peaoe with his barbarian
captor and to give him his own daughter In

Four Books, all edited or written by the sage
himself, or by his famous disciple Menclus,
who lived more than a century later. No
Inspiration of any kind s claimed for them,
yet no Hindus, Jews. Christians or Moslems have
ever treated their Scriptures with greater rev-
erence than that shown by the Chinese to their
classics. To this day the Literat! feel them-
salves bound to defend the literal truth of every
sentence. —
n

Things did not mend on the death of
Confucius, but on the contrary, went from
bad to worse, and the Middle Kingdom enjoyed
no peace till Chin (or Tsin), which had long
been the most powerful of the feudal States,
assertad authority over the rest under the
leadership of Chowslang, who in 255 B. C.,
became ‘Emperor of China, the first of the '
Ch'in dynasty. fls grandson was the famous
Ch'in Chl Hwangti, who bullt the Great Wall,
in some ways the most remarkable of the physi-
cal works of man. The great wall builder was |
also the Napoleon of China, the first sovereign
who made his authority folt by the whole nation,
and who so unified the people that his work
survivad him. His administrative system, like |
Napoleon's, was upheld even by dynasties
which professed to regard him with hostility.
With the help of an able minister named Llsseh,
great reforms wera carried out, cumbrous
ceremonies were cutdown. roads were jmade,
a national arsenal was established at Hienyang,
and, as wa have said, the whole government
was oentrallzed. To theze Innovations the
Literat! offered the most determined oppo-
sition and at a national council held In the
palace, one of thelr number proposed the par-
tition of the Empire as being more In accordance
with tha principles of Confuclus. Thia led to
an order that all books except those on medicine
and agriculture should be burned, and although
it could not be literally executed, it was carried
out with a close approach to completeness,
and some of the Literat! wera put to death.
The Empire, thus reorganized at home, was
extended into Central Asla, and most of the
Indo-Chinese Peninsula was also conquered; it
was more extensive, and probably on the
whole, more prosperous than ever before.

The Gireat Wall, which runs westward for
about 1,600 miles to the Province of Kansuh
In central Asia, did not keep off barbarian
invasions when these were organized on a
great scale, but it gave the Empire a definite
frontier on the north, and must have protectad
Chinese agrioulturists from numberless petty
plundering expeditions on the part of the restless
tribas bayond the border. In 29 B. C. the
E nperor wh» bullt It breithad his last. A few
yearslater the Bmpire was split up and anarchy
ensuad until order was rmatorad by Kaotsu,
who, in 208 B. C., selzad the throne, and founded
the Han dvnasty. Under his care the roads
were repalred, trade was encouraged, and,
as we have sald, the centralized system of
Ch'in Ch! Hwangtl was maintained, although
the Literat! were recallad, and the plan of |
making publio oMos the reward of distinction
gainad at competitive examinations was re-
estahlished The capital was fixed, firat at
Ioyang, !n Honan, and Mter at Singanfu,
In Shensl, where a magnificent palace was
bullt., We mav here nota that it 1sSinganfu,
to whioh it Is reported the present Empress
Dowager thinks of retiring should she be com-
pallad by the successful advance of the alliad

was attacked by the Hilongnu
the ancestors of the Huns, who, some
six osnturies later, Invaded the Roman Empire

Kaotsu

tribes under his authority, had welded them
Into an emplire, and had taken the title of Tanjoo, l
“Son of Heaven." He soon Invaded China
with oonsiderable suceess, for one of the early
Han emperors was taken prisoner, had to con-

marriage. A lilke concession was to be |
made by a Roman Emreror to Amln.‘
While thus hard pressed hy encroaching '

tribes from without, the Chinese Fmpire
was disturbed by Incescant revolts within.
At length, the southern provinces split off
altogether, and became for awhila independent,
Whoen the Fmperor Voutl, however, ascended
the throne in 140 B, C., the Han rulers defended
the Empire against the Huns with greater sice-
ceas, recoverad their own southern provin- es
and considerably extended the northern and
westarn frontiers. Before Vouti's reign of
fifty-four years was over, the Huns and many
other Tatars had submitted to him, and, aceord-
ing to Chiness historians, his sway was acknowl-
edged by all the tribes of eentral Asia as far
aa the Casplan Sea.

During tha childhood of Christ, China was rled
by several weak Emperors, and by a famous
usurper called Wang Mang, whose suzerainty
the Tatars refused to recognize, and who was
eventualy defeated and slain  On the res-
toration of the Han dynasty, the capital was
moved back from Singanfu to lLoyang,
from which clroumstance the Han Emperors
before the usurper are often called Western
Hans, and those after him Eastern Hans, Clvil
wars continuing to disturb the Ewmnpire, some
subject nationa ventured to revolt; amoug the
rest the Giaochi of Annam, who had bean con-
quered by the Wall-Builder, rose in arms and
under a strong-minded woman named Chingtese
expelled the Chinese troops. They were re-
subdued, however, after a spirited res(stance
by Mayuen, a Chinese General, who was after-
ward employed against the Sienpl, a people who
seem to have originated in the western part of
Liao-Tung. In A. D.#2 the Emperor Ming-Ti,
guided by a dream, sent to India for the sacred
books of Buddhism, some of whose missionaries
had long before penetrated into Chinu. The
books, accompanied by a supply of rulies, duly
came, and, thus strengthened by court sup-
port, the religlon spread rapidly among the
people,  In Central Asla the Empire was ex-
tended at this time by a General ecalled Pan-
chow, who led a Chinese army to the shore of
the Caspian, and even meditated crossing it.
He is said to have opened negotiations of some
sort with the Great Thsin, as the Chinese called
the Roman Empire, which, at that time, reached
the western shores of the Casplan Sea. The
Emperor Hotl, who succceded in A, D. 89, had
somae intercourse with western Asla and, whether
or not in consaquence of this, it seems to have
been In his reign that eunuchs first became in-
fluential in the palace, At about the same
period a war broke out between the Huns and
the Sienpi in which the latter were victorious,
The Huns now became disintegrated; some of
them, joining the Sienpi, made war on (hina
and were defeated, while others fled to the West,

tensely devoted to the Chow dynasty, and, on [
one occaslon when on a visit to its capital, he |
met Lao-teze. who was his senior by about fifty |
wears. The latter had founded a relligion, or |
rather philosophy, of his own, called Taolsm, the |
“tao ' which he took as his starting point being |
& very complicated metaphysical conception |
which has been ronghly defined as the “Rea-
son.” or “right course of conduct.” His fol-
lowers, however, soon forgot hls moral maxims,
and substituted for them a vague maas of SUper- |
stition, The system, though it has survived |
to the present time, has never had much attrac- I
tion for the Chinese, who are by nature |
aversa to philorophical speculation. Even (n
hi= lifetime, Confucius was more succeasful |
than his elder rival.  One of the dukes was in-
duced to make Confuefus a magistrate Re- |
forms were (nstituted, and resulted In great
prosperity, which, however, provoked the jeal-
ousy of other States. and the sage was eventy.
ally displaced by a politieal intrigue, Much
of his snbsequent life was spent in the State of
Wei in Shan-Tung not many miles from his
birthplace,

It I8, of course, well known that the teach-
Ing of Confucius was not original, his aim being
merely to restora the ancient religion of the
Chinese. he had little to say about a life heyond
the grave and ne gave only the vaguest hints
As to the existence of a God.  Filial piety was |
declared to bo the highest duty of man, and the |
great ohjeot of u saxe, he said, should be to
make the empire peaceful and happy. The

system is, on the whole, rather an ethical than
a religious or even philosophical one; the
true follower of Confucius is one who studies |

the sacred books and practises the virtiues |
about which he reads.
King,

The books are the Wy |
or Five Classics, and the Ssu Shu, or i

and a part of these eventually (374 A, D) reached
Europe, and, in the next century, under their
great King Attila, took a conspicuous share in
the destruction of the Roman Empire,

The last Han Emperors were very weak, and,
rebellions breaking out on all sides, the empire
was once more partitioned. Szechuan was
held by a feeble dynasty known as the later
Hans: the other southern provinoes became
the kingdom of Ou while Loyang became the
capital of a new kingdom of Wel. The so-called |
period of the “Three Kingdoma” ended in the |
latter part of the third century of our era, |
when Vouti, whose father had taken a consider-
able part in intestine wars, seized the throne and
founded the Western Tsin dynasty. A bridge
was now thrown across the Yellow River, a
maguificent undertaking which before had
been deemed Impossible. All traces of this
structurs have disappeared, and the Yellow
Rivar has now to be crossed by means of very
antiquated and dilapldated ferryboats. The
empire under the Wastern Tsins was subjected
to serious encroachments on the north at the
hands of the Sienpi, who had relieved them-
selves from the pressure of the Huns, while, on
the northwest, it was threatened by the Juju
Tatars, whose chief in 472 ascumed the title
of Khakhan (Grand Khan), which was after-
ward appropriated by the Mongols, We
should add that in Central Asia at this time
some of the Tatars, under the leadership of
an ex-Chinese Governor who took the tjtle of
Prince of Han, <ot up a powerful kingdom,
which, with many vicissitudes, lasted for about
elght centuries. Tha Eastern Tsin, Song, Tsi,
Leang and Chin dynasties, which, after the
fall of the Westarn Tsin dynasty, rapidly suce.
ceeded ono another, were upon the whole

| examinations,

i Christian services performed in his palace,

extrewely feeble. Another Vouti, however,the

60 years, and was an earnest Buddhist, spend-
ing much of his time in monasteries. He tried
the experiment of abolishing capital punish-
ment, but was very soon forosd to restore it.
He seems to have done what he could to promote
the happiness of his people, but his rule was
not too vigorous, and it never extended over |
the whole empire.

nL
When, however, Kaotsu \Wentl, originally a
viceroy in the North, founded the Suy dynasty
(580-601), the dlgnity of the empire was In
some measure reasserted, although two ex-

; pensive axpeditions which he despatched to

subdue Kokorai, the kingdom occupying the
northern section of the Corean Peninsula, were
defeated. A few years later his successor, the
Fmperor Yangti, was murdered bLecause he
insleted on wasting the resources of the empire
on similar fruitless attempts toextend it. 1t was
during the latter's reign, however, that the Loo-
choo Islands were detinitely made tributary,
and he did much for oducation, restoring
the public schools which had been closed by
his father, and, Instituting the degree of doo-
tor, still the highest granted at the conipetitive
The magnificent palace which
Yangti bnilt at his eapital Loyang was destroyed
by Kaotsou, (818-627), the founder of the great
Tang dynasty, which was to raise China to |
as high a pitch of prosperity as she had ever
before enjoyed. Singanfu again became the
capital. Taxes wera reduced, there was a
general amnesty, and the empire once more
after many years of anarchy enjoyed internal
paace. The wars which were neaded to pacify
the Middle Kingdom and ita dependencies
ware undertaken bv one of Kaotsou's mons
named “ichimin, who snewoded his father
627-65" under the throne name of Tait-
song, and, besides the title of Emperor of
China, took that of Khan of the Tatars, thus,
practically for the first time, claiming over-
lordship of tha tribes of Central Asia. To
eet the title acknowladged was another matter,
and, although Taltsong was one of the greatest
rulers Chinu has ever had, the frontier trihes
wera still a constant source of trouble, heing
too numarous and unsettlad ever to he affect-
ually subdued. The Tibetans, however,
wers dafeatad In a war, and thelr ruler In 684
A. D. sent envoys hearing tributa, and be-
cams a vassal to the Emperor, marrying a
Chinese princess. About the same time,
Kashgaria was brought directly under Chinesa
administration. Kokoral, nevertheless, under
a usurper who had murdered its king,
repudlatad its allegionce to China, and the
Fmperor, marching againet {t in person, had
only n certain measure of success,

It was during Taitsong's relgn that Moham-
medanism was first introduced. For a long
time the Arabs had carried on trade by sea not
only with India, but also with the whole south
coast of China as fur us Canton. According
to u tradition which thera seems no reason to
discredit, an aoele of the prophet himself came
to Canton to preach in 828 A. D, and, visiting
the Emperor Taltsong at Singunfu, got leave
to spread his faith. Before the end of the cene
tury there was a mosque in Canton, and, by
742, there was another in Singanfu itself, Later
on, another stream of I<lumn flowed into China
across Central Asia. In the same reign, Nes-
torian missionaries began to attract consider-
able attention, although they seem to have
first arrived in China before 581, and in 561
brought the silkworm thence to Constantie
nople, No remains of the Nestorian Church
are known to exist now in China except
the famons tablet which stands near the Tang
capital of China, Singanfu. This s a slab of
stone about eight feet high, three and a bhalf
feet wide and eight inches thick. Its top Is

i of the Khitan Empire.

eral named Chow K wang Yu was prociaimed Em-
peror by the soldiers, and, taking the title of
Taltau, became the founder of the Sung dynasty.
Al China submitted to him, except the provinoes
of Shensi and Kansuh, which now formed the
independent kingdom of Hea. A general am-
nesty was granted, learning was encouraged,
and a time of great prosperity for literature,
and especially history, began. The Emperor's
personal authority was considerably helghtened
and the provinclal Governors were deprived
of their power of life and death. The Prince
of Han, making war with the help of the Khi-
tans, was repelled, and some of the Tatars,
including the ancestors of the Kins and present
Manchus made a voluntary submission to the em-
pire; butat the hands of the Khitans themselves
the Chinese suffered disastrous defeats and a
humiliating peace was made. Chintsong (905~
1023), who did much to reform the administra-
tion during the early part of his reign, afterward

&ave himself up more and more to the Taolst

priests, and granted a large tract of land near

the Lung-hu Mountains to their High Priest |

or Pope, thus greatly strengthening the po-
sition of the sect. During the relgn of his
successor, the boy Emperor Jintsong (1023
1064), the Empress Dowager administered
the Government and ruled well; salt and tea
were exempted from taxation, and fortune
tellers and other impostors, who had multiplied
during the previouz reign, were rigorously
suppressed.

An essay In State socialism, that is to say
an attempt to improve the condition of the
people by putting commeroce, agriculture and
other industries under State control, sug-
gested by the Minister, Wanganchi, a historlan
and a scholar, was a oonsplouous failure. This
is one of the innumerable examples of the
truth that, =0 long as Chinese history exists,
we can call nothing new under the sun. The
Bung Emperors had, indeed, more presaing
matters to attend to than the internal adminis-
tration of the country. With such warlike
neighbors as the Khitans, it was impossible
to remain long at peace, and even the State
of Hea inflicted upon one occasion a disas-
trous dofeat upon the Chinese troops and ex-
acted tribute from the Emperor.

Meanwhile, among the Nluche Tartars, the
ancestors of the present Manchu rulers of
China, a cortain Akouta, having raised himself
by his skill in arms, took the title of Emperor
under the dynastic name of Kin (Gold.) The
Khitans attacking him suffered defeat, but
renewed thelr victories over the Chinese, Re-
duced to desperate straits, the Emperor Hweit-
song (1101-1126) asked the Kins to help him
to expel the Khitans from his territory. The
help was readily given, the Intruders were driven
out of northern China and the Kins capturad
Pekin, which had been the southern capital
Her» we may note
that, in very early times, Pekin had been the
chief town of the littla Chinese State of Yan;
later on it formed part of the Wall Buflder's
Empire, and it was first captured by the Khitans
about the year 9036 A. D, To return to the Kins,
we observe that, like our own Saxon ancestors,
they were In no hurry to abandon the flne
country which their arms had won to the une
warlike Chinese, but resolved to settle in it
themeolves. The Sungs were compelled to
be content with the South, but even there the
Kins would not leave them unmolested, and,
crossing the Yellow River, they captured in
1127 Kal-fung-fu, the Sung capital, and took
the Emperor Kingsong prisoner. They then
retired and agreed to divide the Middle Kingdom
with the Chinese. The Sungs transferred
their seat of government to Nankin, and, al-
though literature continued to flourish among
them, their power was but a shaudow of what
ft had been. China, however, has always con-
quered her conquerors, and the Kins soon

carved with sphinx-like animnls, and a little
human head, under which is a oross; the rest
s ocoupled by a long scripture, which, after
soma sentences about God, the Creation, Fall,
Redemption and Baptism, states that a priest
named Olukun came from Syria and was well |
received by the Emperor Taitsong, who, In a
guarded way, recommended Christianity,
and ordered a church to be built in the capital,
Kuotsoug, his successor, had more churches
built, und one subsequent Emperor even had

The tablet {s dated A. D. 751, und signed in
Syriue by “Adam,” Deacon, Viear-Enfscopal
and Pone of China, the names of a great many
priests and other church officials being appende
ed. Nearitare soveral Christian fonts.

Taltsong was himself a strong Confueian,
but he wus evidently tolerant in matters of
religion. Hls son Kaotsong succeeded him
(850-6=4) and marrisd voe of his father's con-
cubines, the Fmpress Wou, who soon usurped
all authority nnd showed hersalf in avery way
acapable ruler. She was, in fact, the prototype
of tha present Empress Dowager Tsi An, Among
the Tatars of Central Asla Chinese authority
was now extended, but the Tibetans gained
considerable advantages over the imperial
troops. In Corea Kokorai was conquered by
a Chinese army, and Hlaksal, occupying the
midd'» seotion of the peninsula, was also sube
dued for a t!me,"but subsequently the helr to
the throne returning from Japan with troops
and ships recovered his kingdom. A Chinese
force was then sent to subjugate the country,
and in 870 inflicted a disastrous defeat on the
Japanese, whose navy was burned. Hiaksai
was completaly desclated by the war and most
of Its territory passed to Shinra, the southern-
most kingdom In the peninsula, a State always
mora or less loval to the Chinese. Many of the
paople of Hiaksal settled in Japan, where they
did much to clvillze the country. It is to be
notad that Kaotsong received peaceful em-
bassies from several States in India and from
the Arabs, After his death the Empress Wou
continiied to rule, and the prestige of the empire
wias  well maintained. Though nominal em-
parors werae set up, she offeread the sacrifices to
Heaven herself. When she died the throne was
occupind by several feeble rulers in succession,
and the Tang dynasty decayed, rehellions be-
coming more and more frequent. The Emperor
Boutsong, however, who sucoeeded in 756,
showed some vigor, With the help of Turkish
and Arab mercenaries, who by this time had
found thelr way to the western frontier of China,
he recoverad the cities of Loyang and Singanfu,
whioh had fallen Into the hands of insurgents,
Nevertheless, in spite of some temporary sue-
oessns, the empire enjoyed no permanent repose,
Funuchs had secured almost complete control
of the court and sometimes even set up emper-
ors. One of thelr noninees persecuted the
Christians and the Buddh!sts; a later one re-
versed this policy and sent to India for a Bud-
dhist relle

Toward tha end of the dynasty the totter- !
ing throne of the Tangs was propped up by a
Turkish chleftain named Likeyong. China |
was in a pitiiul state when, in 907, an ambitions
General murdered the Emperor, and, after
setting up and removing a puppet, founded
the later Leang dynasty, taking the title Taitsou.
The towns were ruined, the country was deso-
late, the capital had been burned by the Tib-
etans, national feeling was dead. On the
whole, however, the Tang dynasty had been
coeval with a time of great prosperity. [.{tera-
ture had greatly flourished, and it received a
powerful impulse when the Emperor Soutsong
founded the Hanlin College, an institution corre-
sponding to the French Academy, which existed
up to a few weeks ago. It was burned tie
other day by the Boxers, and it is to be feared i
that its invaluable collection of books has |
perished.  The next half century was a period '
of unexampled decadence.  Five miserable |
dynasties, the later Leang, the later Tang, |
the later Tsin, the later Han and the later Chow, ,
rose and fell by a serles of intrigues, murders ,

l
|

and civil wars  These wretched houses are
called by the Chinese historians the Wy Tai,
or Five Dynasties. One Emperor even acs
knowledged himself the vassal of the Khitan
King, though the Khitans were afterward
defeated. We should here point out that !
during the Tung dynasty anew and formidable

]
power had arisen in northeastern Asla, nm’
region which we call Manchuria, in the shape |
ol the Khitans, whose continually shifting !

empire streteched at its greatest extent from
Lake Baikal to the Pacific.

1.
The fifty vears of decay during the period
of the Five Dynasties ended when, in 000, & Gen- I

[ miles further north.

adopted Chinese civilization, Chinese customs
and Chinese institutions. Pekin became the
capital of their Empire. Between the two
nations which had divided China war went
on ocontinuously. Kaotsung (1127-1163), the

, first of the southern Sung Emperors who suc-
. ceeded the captive Kiugsong, removed his

capital from Nankin to Yangchou, near the
sea, to provide for his own safety. Even this
city, however, was taken by the enemy, and,
eventually, the Sungs became tributary to
the Kius, although, under one or two able
Generuls, they gained several victaries over
them, and they were always suparior at sea.
One of the Kin Emperors formed the design
of conquering the whole of China, tog ther
with. Hew and Corea, but he was murdered,
and the power of the Kins began to wane soon
nfterward, although the Burgs were quite
unable to infliot & decisive defeat on them,
Meanwhile, & new power was ricing destined
to expel both dynasties and to subjugute ale
most the whole of Asia.

———

V.

The Mongols were originally a small tribe
of Tatars descended from the Hiongnu,
and o related to the Huns. They dwelt In
tanta fn the district southeast of Lake Baikal
A semi-mythlcal hero named Budantsar had
first consolidated thelr power, and, by suce
cesaful wars over the neighboring tribes, they
radually made their authority felt over a
considerable area. The ninth in descent from
Dudantsar was Temuchin, who was born in
1163. As he grew up he showed himseif in
every way qualified to maintain the position
he had luherited, and, after having distin-
guished himeelf in numerous wars, he was,
In 1208, proclaimed Genghls Khan (Most Mighty
Khan) at a great meeting of the Mongol Con-
federacy. Having decided to extend his do-
minions toward the east he first conquered
the Kingdom of Hea, comprising, as we have
said, the Chinese provinces of Shens! and Tan-
suh; then, breaking through the Great Wall,
he overran the Provinces of Chih-ll and Shans)
and penetrated to the liao-Tung Peninsula,
the Kins being able to offer no effectual resist-
ance, After annexing almost the whole of
the Kin Empire he died in 1327, exhorting his

| followers to complete the conquest of China

by the final extinotion of the Kins and the over-
throw of the Sungs, who still maintained their
hold upon the southern section of the Middle
Kingdom. The first part of the task was soon
performed. The last Kin Emperor committed
sulcide and a small remnant of his subjects
fled to the country northeast of the Great Wall,
where they prospered, and whenos, in the seven-
teenth century, some of their descendanta,
under the name of Manchus, were to emerge
once more from their obsourity and to master
the Celestial Empire. Kublal, a grandson of
Genghiz, who was elected Grand Khan in 1260,
fixed his capital at Pekin and the city became
known to the Mongols as Khanbglik, or Cam-
balue, the city of the Khans. Its'position was
shifted a little to the northeast and new walls
wera bullt on a magnificent scale. Kublai's
capital occupled in part the site of the present
Tatar city, though it extended nearly two
His northern wail still
remains, reduced to a mere bank of earth
overgrown with grass and trees. Bixteen years
later the Sung capital, Han-Chow, or, as It was
then called, Linggan, fell into his hands, but
it was not until 1278 that the Sung dynasty was
extinguished. Kublal Khan, thus become ruler
of the whole of China, was the first Emperor
of the Yuen dynasty. He took the Chinese
title Chitson, adopted Chinese customs, sup-
ported Chinese institutions and patronized
Chinese literature. Like several other &reat
conquerors Kublai was eclectic in matters of
religion and'is sald to have believed for a time
In four prophets, Moses, Buddha, Christ and
Mohammed. During his latter years, how-
ever, ha inclined more and more to Buddhism,
giving some support to its priesthood and
making one of its lamas ruler of Tibet.
Impelled by the thiret for conquest inborn in
every Mongol, Kublai sought to extend his sway
over the Japaness islands, Corea having heen
already gained over by concilintion, A strong
force, conzisting chieily of Chinese and Coreans,
was despatched to Tsushina, the name of a
couple of islands situated in the strait between
(‘orea and the Japanese isiand of Kiusiy and ih
sight of both, This foree the Japanese sneceeded
in defeating, though not withont incurring
themselves neavy loss. An enormous lent,
manned by Mongols as well as by Chinese and
Coreans, was nert sent to invade Kiusiu, but §
was shattered by a temnpest, and the Jnmnu!
completed the destruction, sparing the lives

of Chinese and Coreans, but killing every Mongol.
Kublal Khan now abandoned the atlempt to
conquer Japan, and subsequent efforts to sub-
jugate Tonuin and Annam alve failed, though
these countries consentod to pav a nominal
tribute to China. Endeavors to annex the Loo-
ohon Islands In the east and the island of Java
In che south met with no better sucoess. The
only one of Kublai's expeditions in Eastern
Asla which sucoceded was that directed agalnst
Burmah, then a small but flourishng kingdom
under a Buddhist ruler. After six years the
ocountry was subdued and the King agreed to
become a vassal of the Chinese Fmperor. Be-
sides his warlike enterprises Kublai sent many
pedceful missions to distant States, including,
It Is said, even Madagascar. Of the publle
works which ha sarrled out the most important
and useful was the reconstruction of the anecient
Imperial canal, connecting Tientsin and Han-
Clhow. It is about a thousand miles long and
still forms the chief highway of the Empire,
It traverses a series of flat plaine, and there
are no considerable engineering dificulties to
be overcome,

In 1204 the Great Khan dled, and, under his
feeble successors, the Mongol Empire rapidly
declined. Rebellions kept breaking out, and
although for a time on land these were put
down with but little diMoulty, the Mongol
Government had no naval foroe capable of
coping with the pirates who infested the coasts.
One of the later Mongol Emperors persecuted
Buddhism, a signal departure from the usual
tolerance of the dynasty: another tried to force
his court to kotow to the Grand Lama of Tibet.
The President of the Hanlin College, an in-
stitution which, at the time, had fallen very
much into neglect, refused to do so, affirming
that Confuciue was in no way inferlor to Buddha,
and that it would be improper for the repre-

santative of the one to prostrate himself before |

the representative of the other. Taoism In the
Mongol period was at a very low ebb, its priests
spending most of their time in attempting to
discover certain medical herbs which were
supposed to bring immortality, Ielam was
all the while slowly increasing. The Nes-
torians were rapldly dwindling, and it was
probably before the end of the Mongo! dynasty
that their Church died out entirely. On the
other hand, Roman misslonaries carried on an
active propaganda, especlally in the north,
the Emperors, for the most part, giving them
every encouragement. The most famous of
them was John of Montecorvino, for many
years Bishop of Pekin. Another was Oderlo,
a Lombard friar, from whose acoounts of the
Chinese and other peoples Sir John Mande-
ville seems to have borrowed largely in writing
his books on the holy places of Jerusalem,

India, and Cathay. The Roman mission seems

to have come to an end, or to have dwindled
almost to the vanishing point when the Mon-
gols were expelled from China.

YL
About the middle of the fourteenth century

an insurrection of the native Chiness broke |

out and eventually proved successful. Its
leader was a Buddhist priest, Choo Yuen Chang,
who had raised himself to eminence by ml-
{tary skill, and gained the confidence and affec-
tion of his countrymen by his moderation
and his humanity. He did all he possibly
could to prevent massacre and plllaging dur-
Ing war. In 1356 he captured Nankin,
and at once set about organizing a firm gov-
ernment. After a time, the South of China
enthuslastically espoused his cause, and he
was thus made strong enough to despatch a
force against Pekin Itself. The Imperial oity
was taken by strategy, and the Great Khan
fled in haste to Koko Nor; little further resist-
ance was offered by the Mongols. After con-
siderable heslitation, Choo Yuon Chang, who had
not at first aspired to the Empire, assumed the
Imperial Yellow; he took the style of Hong
Wou, the first of the Ming (bright or {llustrious)
dynasty. It may be doubted whether any
former Emperor of China had ever enjoyed a
greater popularity than the new ruler, who
had delivered the nation from the hated for-
elgn yoke and had once more restored the
prosperity of the Emplre under a native mon-
arch. Nankin was made the capital; reforms
were at onee set on foot; the expenses of the
court were considerably reduced; the Hanlin
Collage was restored to full aoti vity, and every
encouragement was given to literature; pub-
lie libraries in the chief citles were provided,
and fres aducation was granted; the law oourts
wers improved and the laws were onoe more
codifled. Buddhism was naturally favored by a
Buddhist prest, yet completa religious freedom
was allowed. To allens settied in the coun-
try, Including even the Mongols, protaotion
was given, and many of them recelved appoint-
ments under the new Government, The (o-
reans, who had taken advantage of the rotten-
ness of the Yuen dynasty to repudiate alle-
glance, hed the greatest respect for the Chi-
nese proper, and their King voluntarily be-
came a vassal of tha Mings. Hong Wou, not
content with having driven the Mongols from
the sacred soll of China, sent armies to attack
them In their own country., These expedi-
tlons were successful, and one of the best Chi-
nese Generals, Suta, who had distinguished
himself by the capture of Pekin, infllcted a
crushing defeat on the Mongols near the west-
ern extremity of the Great Wall. Szechuan
and Yunnan, still ruled by officers appointed
by the Mongols, were now conquered after a
short war, and Lino-Tung was likewise sub-
duad with little dificulty.

Attempts made, on the other hand, to subju-
gate remote parts of Mongolia and Central
Asia failod. Turkestan and Thibet maintained
their independence of China. The Emplire un-
der the Mings was thus far from reaching |ta
greatest extent, but the people were thoroughly
contented and prosperous. There was little to
disturb their internal peaces, but the coasts oon-
tinually suffered from the ravages of Japanese
pirates. In 1398 Hongwou died and was buried
at Nankin, where his tomb remains, He was
succeeded by his grandson Went{, but a cvil
war broke out, owing to the ambition of one of
the new Emperor’s uncles named Yen, an active
and unscrupulous man, who, being succesaful
in the war, made himself Emperor under the
title of Yonglo (1403-38), his nephew Wenti
retiring Into a monastery. Yonglo seems to
have been a vicious and cruel ruler, but he
fully maintained the dignity of the Empire.
Thus, insults having been offered to some repre-
sentatives of China, he sent an expedition by
sea to chastise Slem and Cambodia and brought
back a royal captive. In Tonquin a usurper
having selved the throme, that country was
conquered and definitely annexed to China, but
as it proved even then very dificult to govern, 1§
was relinquished after a few years, During
this reign Pekin again became the capital,
dignity which it has ever since retained. |t
was Yonglo who built the colossal walls which
still enclose the Tatar city, almost a perfect
square in shape. These walls are about forty
feet high and much more massive than the
Great Wall itself. Their circuit ia about four-
teen or fifteen miles; there are nine gates, sur-
mounted by lofty towers and surroundsd by
huge enceintes. The celebrated poroelain
pagoda at Nankin, destroyed by the Tas-Ping
rebels, was likewise Yonglo's work, and he also
cast the great bell of Pekin, the largest in the
world, except the one in the Kremlin at Moscow,
It was doubtiess due to the fame of his military
exploits that, in the relgn of his Sucoessor, the
rulers of Bengal and Malacca sent tribute, or, at
any rate, presents to the court at Pekin, Yon-
glo was buried at the Ming Tombs among the
mountains to the northwest of Pakin,

His successor was Ching-Tung, a ohild of 8,
and the government of the Empire unfortunately
fell into the hands of & eunuch, who proved
hopelessly Incompetent. Largely owing to his
mismanugement & war broke out with the Kul-
mucks, a Mongol tribe, which ubout the middle
of the fourteenth century had founded a strong
State of which Kashgaria was the nucleus. The
Kalmucks inflicted u severe defeat on the Im-
periul troops und even took the young Emperor
captive. On another occasion they besieged
Pekin, but suffering in thelr turn severa|
defeats at the hands of the Chinese, they had
at last to restore their royal captive and for
some centuries their power greatly declined,
After the repulse of the Kalmucks the Chinese

!

Empire continued on the whole to enjoy con-
siderable prosperity, although there were con-
tinual frontier wars, and it was impossible to
get a fixed boundary against the restiess tribes
on the north and west. The better to secure
the north, the Great Wall was carefully repaired
and strengthened by loop lines in several im-
| portant places.

vIL
| In 1516 Rafael Perestrello, a Portuguese navi-
gator, landed in China, the first who ever sailed
thither under a European flag. This was the
beginning of an entirely new phase in Asiatio
history. Hitherto the sea has been but little
heard of. The largest and most important
cities had almost always been well inland: power-
ful Asiatic Empires like those of Genghis Khan
and Timur had possessed no navies, and although
small Araub vessels and Chinese junks had
! cousted along the southern shores of the conti-
nent for trude and oocasionally for war, and
although piracy had been common in almost
every sea, the ocean, considered as a political
factor, hardly existed. When in 1498 Vasco da
| Gama doubled the Cape of Good Hope all this
| was changed. The ocean became a highway
' of commerce, seaside cities obtained an im-
| portance they had never known before, large
and flourishing forts grew up on what had been
desolate shores, and many islands off the coasts
hitherto little noticed sprang into prominence.
! In 1517 Dom Fernand Andrada landed at Canton
, and subsequently headed a fruitless embassy
- to Pekin. Trading stations, however, were
soon established at Amoy and Ningpo, and
| under the excuse of drying some goods damaged
| in & storm, which had been intended as presents
for the Emperor, the Portuguese landed on the
| Island of Macao and fortified part of a small

i peninsula. Finding themselves unable to get i

rid of the barbarians, the Chinese authorities
; some years later built & wall ucross the penin-
sula to shut out the Portuguese settlement.
Throughout the sixteenth century, China
pursued the even tenor of her way under Em-
perors of the Ming dynasty who were neither
very good nor very bad. The Tatars made
conatant incursions; the Miao-tsze (aborigines
inhabiting the mountains hetween the Provinces
of Kwangs! and Kweichow) rose in rebellion,

native pirates, built a fort on the shore of Che-
klang, and, on one occaston, even besiaged Nan-
kin,
peace, China was, on the whole, quiet and pros-
perous, for it is one of the mnst deeply rooted
characteristics of the people that, so long as
his own district {8 not dlaturbed by war, the
ordinary Chinese does not care about what ls
| ®oing on elsawhere, and, while one city of the
! Empire may be glven over to the flames, another
only a few miles distant may be totally un-
affectad by the disorders.
siucoseded to the throne, and it was during his
long reign of forty-saven years that the Japanese
Invasion of Corea took place, and that the
Manchus first began seriously to encroach on
the northern frontler of the Emplre. Mainly
! through the assistance given by the Chinese,
| the Invasion was brought to nought, but Corea

| was devastated insucha way that she has not .

l even yetrecovered from the blow. The Japanese

themaalves gained nothing at all comparable |

| to what they !nst; their settlement at Fusan,
however, was shifted to a better site on the
Corean Peninsula than it had before occupied,
and many of thair Corean prisoners were settled
' in different parts of Japan, where they intro-
duced useful
of *hase prisoners still make a sweetmeat re-
sembling “Turkish Delight,” which, although
{ unknown, or at least uncommon in Japan,
Is exposed for sale at avery street corner In
Corea. In Kyoto still remalns a grass mound,
| topped . with & stone plllar, under which are
| buried tha ears of many of the Chinese and
i Corenns killad in one of the last batties, a ghastly
monument of a savage warfare.

Meanwhile, in a remote part of Manchuria, a
remnant of the Kins was founding a new nation,
which was destined to give a new dymasty to
China, and to subjugate no inconsidarable part
of Asla. The rise of the Manchus {s almost
as remarkable an that of the Romans. In each
oass, from beginnings utterly insignificant, a

conquered their conquerors, and Manchu civillz-
atlon became ag essentially Chinese as Roman
art and litarature became essentially Cireek.
There is howawir, an !mnortant difference.
Rome founded an entirely new empire of her

chus found one already existing, though In a
state of decav, and it continued to axist, not
essentially changed, but enormously strength-
ened and extended, after it had passed into

1s justly recogmized as the creator of the Manchu
power. In the ginth decade of the six-
teenth century he succeeded, with only 180
men, in capturing Tulun, the ecapital
of one of the most considerable principalities in
Manchuria. Thenceforward his  strength
slowly grew, until he refused to pay any longer
tribute to the Chinese, and, in 1618, took the
decisive step of declaring war against the Ming
Emperor. An enormons force was sent against
him from Pokin, but he beat it in detail, with
the result that, for the first time since the days
of the Kin enupire, all the Manchu tribes were
brought under a single ruler. The conquest
of China, however, wns to prove long and difi-
cult. In 1628 Nurhachu's assault upon Ning-
yuen Chow, a strongly fortified city, outaide
of the Great Wall, and defending {ts north-
eastern end, was repulsed, mainly with the
halp of eannon cast by Jesuit missionaries, and
the great Manchu leader died =con afterward.
He was buried near Mukden, v here his mag-

romalns, Nurhachu was sucoesded as Betra,
sung, who, not long afterward, took the title
of Hwangt! (Emperor). Finding himself un-
able to make any impression on Ningyuen Chow,
Taltsung determined to march on Pekin through
Mongolla, and he succeeded in breaking through
the Great Wall at the Dangan Pass. Pekin
Itaelf with its stupendous fortifications was
able to defy the fnvader, who, however, capt-
ured many olties within the Great Wall, but
 these were recovered by the Chinese, when, In
1630, the Invaders returned to their own country,
In 1631 the Manchus cast their first cannon,
having previously been without artillery. The
war went on without any definite result until
143, when Taltsung died and was sucoeeded
by his brother Dorgun as regent and guardian
of his young son. By this time the Chinese
soldiers In the Manchu service were so numer-
ous, owing to the incessant desertions from
the Imperial Army, that they were formed into
elght banners, like the native levies,

In the same year, Pekin fell into the hands
of the Manchus and their national capital was
transferred thither from Mukden by the Re-
gent Dorgun, who caused his nephew to be
proclaimed Emperor of China, under the name
of Chitsou, the first of the Ta Tsing (or Great
Pure) dynasty. Every attempt was made to
conciliate the people and to pacify the ocountry,
The anclent nstitutions of the Empire were s
far as possible adopted, and the forms of gov-
ernment remained unchanged, as, in fact, they
have done throughout Chinese history ever

Chinese or Tatar hus sat on the Imperial
throne. The people of Chih-li, the metropol-
{tan province, wearied with ceaseless wars,
cheerfully submitted and consented to wear
the queue, or pigtall, as a symbol of their loy-
alty to the Manchus, On the other hand, the
southern provinces, in spite of all they had
suffered from the degenerate Ming Emperors,
and from their eunuch-ridden court, remalned
for some six years longer loyal to the fallen
dynasty. It was not until 1650 that Canton was
taken, after & memorable siege, and the last
Ming Emperor fell. Chitsou now ruled the
whole of the Middle Kingdom, and, among
many other reforms institutad by him, the
public examinations were purified, and the
Neigo, or Great Council of the nation, consigt-
ing of two Manchu members and two Chinese,
was ostablished. Many of the people pre-
ferred death to having their heads shaved, but
the queue was rigorously enforced in all parts

of the Empire, and, in course of time, it bacame

and the coasts were harried by Japanese cor- |
sairs who entered into an alliance with the ;

In spite of all these disturbers of her .

In 1578, Wanli |

Industries. The descendants '

power was evolved which gradually absorbed '
{ta neighbors and set up a great and lasting
empire; in each case the subjugated nations |

own where none had existed before; the Man- |

thelr hands. A great man named Nurhuhu,

nificent tomb, situated in a beautiful park, still |

or Chief Prince of the Manchus, by hisson Tait- '

since the time of the Wall-Builder, whether !

popular, though, even now, in many of the - yictim.

secret societies which flourish among the native
Chinese, it is cut off and a false queue substi.
tuted.

v,

In 1661, Kanghl, & child at the time, ascendeq
the throne and the Chinese Empire entare)
| on what was, perhaps, on the whole, the most
prosperous perlod 't has ever enjoyed. T
Manchu Government set itself to restore wall.
being to a country distracted by long years of
anarchy, and the revival brought about was,
upon the whole, more permanent in its affects
than any previous one had been. The Hanlin
College was reorganized and put into s thore
oughly effclent condition. Eunuchs were abol.
Ished, though, unfortunately, only for a tima,
To keap the central adminiatration as far a8
possible In touch with all the provinces, an
excellent post system was instituted, relays
of ponies being kept at convenient distances
along the Imperial highways; it does not ap-
pear, however, that for wheeled tramo the
roads were made 8o good aa they had heen In
the prosperous days of the Ming dynasty,
Something of the civilization of Europe was
learned from the Jesults, who, in the relgn of
Kanghi, recelved court support, though there
was always a strong party opposed to them,
During the long wars they had ocast cannom
both for Chinese and Manchus which had oftan
decided the day. Under their direction the
observatory on the city walls at Pekin was
restored and provided with European instry.
ments. It was during the reign of the Em.
peror Kanghi, that, by the Treaty of Nerte
chinsk, signed in 1689, the Russians were come
pelled to surrender all claim to Manchuria,
a rebuff from which they did not recover ia
this quarter for nearly two hundred years.
We should here note in connection with the
cannon furnished by the Jesuits that, from a
very early date the Chinese could cast cannon
for themsalves and many of their ancient iron
guns remaln to this day on city walls, but they
were more useful for firing salutes than for
damaging the enemy, besides, being, on the
whole, more dangerous to the persons who fired
them than to those at whom they were fired
The death of Kanghi in 1722 changed the
policy of the Pekin Government, which had
been an aggressive one, for his successor
Yung Ching Insisted nupon peace, and with.
i drew all his armies from Central Asia, leaving
the different tribes to fight it out among them-
selves. The Middle Kingdom continued te
enjoy considerable prosperity under the new
Emperor, Every care was taken to improve
the social condition of the people, and relisf
was granted by the Government to the aged
; and infrm. Thus we see that even for Mr
Chamberlain's Old Age Pension projact there
can be found a precedent in China. The
Jesuits, who were continually Interfering in
the politics of the country, were suppressed
(a8 they were to be in westarn Europe some
forty years later), and their converts were
persecuted. Embnasies from the Pope and
the Portuguese were well recelved, but neither
of them got anything but politeness. The
rapid increase of the population, due to peace
and comparative well being, began at this
time, and, a= it was nonsidered an evil, heing
likely to lead to famine, special privileges
! wern granted to bachelors and widows who
refused to change their atation It {s on ac-
count of the misgivings with which an (ne
erease of population is regarded by the Chinese
that tholr statistics are held trustworthy.
Aftor areign of a dozen years which had been
fairly peacefil Yung Ching died and was
suerceaded by his eldeat son, Chienlung (Keen-
| ling), by whom the empire was raised to the
‘ higheat pitch of greatness., The new monarch
had been a scholar and a recluse, taking little
!pm in public affairs, but, on mounting the
| throne, he gave his whole attention to the
government of the empirs. His father's
polley In home matters and In the treatment
of the Christians wae continued but, for fore
elgn affairs, Chienlung decided on an {imperial
policy, and took measures to reatore Chinese
prestige In Central Asia. The result was the
recovery of Kashgar, Yarkang and T,
Few things In the whole course of history
are more remarkable than the way in which
the decaving empire of China has, ever since
the time of Fmperor Chienlung (with the ex-
ception of the brief period when Yacub Bey
| asserted independence) maintained {ts au-
| thority over the turbulent Inhabitants of
, Eastern Turkestan. Tibet also, about 1750,
was made subordinate to China, and the af-
' fairs of the same country about forty years
| later caused Chienlung’'s armlies to cross the

{ Himalayas and to penetrate victoriously inte
India to within 400 miles of Caloutta ftaelf.
Nepal, which was then made tributary to China,
remains =0 until this day. Chienlung was a
great builder; among many other works, he
i erected the Hall of the Classics, adjoining
| the Confucian Temple at Pekin, in the quies
! clolsters of which are a series of stone tablets
, contalning the standard texts of the Chinese
i classics. The elaborately carved structures
| of white marble which he added to two Bud-
| dhist temples are among the most Intaresting
,.mmmw features In the nelghborhood
of Pekin. On the whole, China was vary pros-
| perous under his able administration, but
slgns of decav could already be detected. The
i oMclals were almost universally dishonest,
| pilfering the public moneys whenever they
| ot a chanoe to do so; the peopls were often
oppressed and they never forgot that they
wers ruled by a foreigner and a Manchu. Of
all raoes, the Chinese care least about foreign
conquest; the magnificent achievements of
his armies, which would have won popularity
among any other people, do not seem to have
done anything to raise Chienlung in the esti-
mation of the great mass of his subjects. la
1706, three years before his death, the last
great Emperor that China has had abdicated,
and, ever since that time, the Chinese Em-
pire has been declining steadily, although,
for an Asiatic despotism, the process has nod
been rapid.

Chienlung’s successor was Chiaching (Head-
ing), & hopelessly weak and incompetent Em-
peror. A vigorous administration having
given place to a slack one, discontent, long
pent up, showed {tself in all parts of the em-
pire, and the country was disturbed by cease-
less rebellions, while the coasts were Infested
by pirates. In Pecin affalrs were in such &
stats that a plot to murder Chiaching In his
. own palace was frustrated only by the devo-
:uon of the prince, who afterward became

the Emperor Taokwang. European trade was

all the time Increasing rapidly and a new na-
! tlon had entered the fleld in 1784, whan aa

American vessel salled from New York te

China under Capt. Greene. Both the man-

darins (a corrupt Portuguese word used by

foreigners to designate Chinese officials) and the
people did all they could to annoy and (l)-treas
the foreigners, and mattars were made worse
when the British Admiral, after threat-
| ening to attack Canton, sailed away withous
| having done so, the Chiness erecting a pagods
i to commemorate the repulse of the British,
, Lord Amherst's embassy In 1516 was a come
plete failure. In 1820, Taokwang began his
' lung but unprosperous reign. From the first
| the country was disorganized and the people
were disaffected. The relgn, nevertheless,
began with some lame efforts at reform, buf-
foons were banished from the Court,the forge rs
of coin were severely punished and the peoyple
were strictly forbidden to have arms In thelr
possession; but the Emperor cared for little hut
pleasure, and but little was done to relieve
the prevailing distress or to check the grow-
| Ing lawlessness, The relations with foreign
‘muntriu continued to get more and ruore
| strained until, finally, in 1841, the so-called
| “oplum war" broke out between England and
the Middle Kingdom,

From this point, doubtless, the history of
China is famillas to the reader. 1t is a tiss.®
of mutilatiorns, First the English acjure
Hong Kong; nvft, the Russians secure e
Manchurian seacoast; then the Japanese guin
Formosa, presently the Germans seize Kino-

Chou; the Russians the Liao-Tung Peninsuls
and the British Wei-hal-Wel, while branoe
acquires rights, Incompatible with (niness
sovereignty, in the southwestern section f
» the empire. In a word, from the (hiness
viewpoint, at which we ought sometimes (o

lace ourselves, China's history in the nine-
nth century since 1841 is the record ﬁl
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