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The Octopus.

In “The Octopus,” by Frank Norris
(Doubleday, Page & Co), wa have a novel
which approaches us with unusual prelimi-
naries. On one leaf we are told that this
story is “The Epic of the Wheat *  On another
we learn that it s a story of California  Still
wring, we come upon A liat of the principal

at him by the hour, over and over And
Hilma, pretty Hilmna Tree, whom the truculant
Annixter loved in the intervals when he was
not enltivating enmities or esting prunes;
her husky voloe, low piteched, from the chest
rather than the throat, her thick white neck
sloping to the shoulders, her large. round
arma, the amber shadows under har chin, her
wide, opan eyes rimmed with black lashios
which were thick but not long, her opulent

other respects it is remarkable

None of the signs of wealth and luxury I8
to be seen in the life of Eust London.  In the
strests Lhere are no private earringes.  There
I8 no fashionable guarte; (e meets No
Indies in the principal thoroughinres, there
18 not visihle anvwhere the ontward indica-
tion of wealth  Peaple, shops, houses, con-
vayances all together are stamped wit!
the unmistalahle seal of the working class

il o !’uihmmnl. New Publications.

' The Best Recent Books

!An Important Serious Work — The Ameri-
can Novel Series and a List of the
New Year's Best Sellers.

ANew Publications, Iy

charactersinthe story, there are twenty-seven | ..., re the lustrous floss on her cheek,  There are no hotels in East Londo [here SRR
of them, and we feel that they are painting |y, 10able as the pollen of A flower or tha wre no visitors to demand hotels there are
and dresaing while the orchestra plays and powder on a butterfiy’s wing, her thick, moi=t, also none to ask for restaurants  Conse lf Vol are of an nh‘lel'vmg di!-
that presently the orchestra leader will rap lambent. beautifnl hair, her narrow feet in  quently there are none  Dining  rooms . ) .
sharply on his musio book with his violin | (co L "t eklas on them find these ' coffes rooma and places providing for the ! |nm.t|pn, you must have noticed '
how, the musio will stop, the curtain rise, many and great charms of Hilma carefully  workingmen, places of the hunibiler kind, th.i \(-\\ \u[k h"n ) ﬂ(l"ﬂ‘ll&ﬁ- |
the footlights flars up and the play bhegin cataloguad on page 168 and on PAR 210, and  where thing« to eat mav be had, there are in ‘ 3 i . il
Meantime we may acquaint ourselves with on many other pages, all of which, of course,  plent Most of the working folk take their | ments of a remal l\nl)le series Of .l
y { . ’ il
,n“""hnf |m:;.-r afforded by l:l; !'l'::ll'h‘;; they glorify, distinguish and adorn ned rt'n !.;-l:lln vklu-.r pm’v'.-\' bhut t ,".- ..,‘m"uunl ( : | ﬂl’th']t‘% on tll‘-‘ l‘Q'ﬂtl]r‘\' 8 pr(bgrfﬂl, ::
ful author and stage mAnager o ) Lot us read aboat the nnhappy negd s | the better kind, with ita glittering burs ane - ) ) N &
lenves following ©On ope wa learn thAt y, . o4 ¢ the shephesd \anames, onpage | counters, its white tables, its copious catering ‘ “Hltt‘l_‘ l)_v the world’s Rm‘“t ?I
The Epio of the Wheat” will he a * Tl'ilﬂ(',}l 142 Shahssheen described in detail before, | and ite elvil waiters, does not exist in Fast 'Hltll'ﬂ'l““ﬂ. I ll(" lﬂﬂt ()f them WI" q“
Two associated novels will follow LLY lat us read about her here  “She came | London  Isthere any other city of the world R " g 1
Octopus * The first to follow will ba “The | . =\ . = 0 ¢ ihe lowers, the smell of the ' with even a tenth part of this population, of Rll'N‘Rl‘ n . I'he Sun to-morrow. .
Pit,” a story of Chicago The concluding | . oaq 11 har hair of gold, that hung in two = which these thinks would be said? This I'hese articles are of such un- |
novel will be “The Woll,” a atory of Europe atraight plaits on either side of her face: the | crowded area, this multitude of small houses, [ 5 ) . X Y
We oan see Mr Zola “sit up” at this point reflection of the violet. in the profound | this agaregation of mean  streets these .dﬂlllih"l “lllN)I‘[nlI(e ﬂnd ha‘ ' i
It seems that the novels of the Trilogy, } 4o\ biua of her eves, perplexing, heavy- | things are the expression and the conse attracted ao mue h attentmn, thnt a;;
“while forming & series, will be in no WAy b 4404 aimond shaped, Oriental the aroma | quence of an expansion of industries during ; \ ! f
connected with each other save only in their § Lo oo i iarial red of the carnations in her | the lust seventy vears on a very large and l we have undertaken to publl‘h | l ‘

them in book form. 1h0 bOOk
is entitled

| The Progress |
of the Century. ]

The articles deal with the re-

relation to (1) tha production, (2) the dis- lips, with their almost Egvptian fulness: the "inexpected scale. East London  suddenly
tribution, (8) the consumption of Ameri- whitenass of the llies, the perfuma of the | sprang into eistence hecanse it was unex

can wheat When complete they will form | 0l nng the Jilies’ siender balancing grace | pactedly wanted A map of London of the
the story of & crop of wheat from the time in her neck Her hands disengaged the | year 1830 shows in the place of what is now
of its sowing as sead in California to tha time odor of the heliotropes The folds of her | East London a distyict of fields and orchards
of ita consumption as bread in a village of dress gaveoff tha enervating scentof roppies. | and market gardens, traversed by lanes and
Western Furope * We ara further told on | g o easr wars redolent of hyacinths * Again | paths, “with occasional churches and clusters
this generous leaf “The first novel, "[he .00 oy on page 176 Ihen he saw the | of houses and detached country residences

Octopus,’ deals with the war betwean the faint gleam of pallid gold of her hair, a barely If there is patriotiso in Kast London, it
wheat grower and the Railroad Trust. the b b clow in the starlight, and heard the | must be that it is 4 growth that has not been

“A s'ory whch has all the promise
of tha! pl,pu'ar ty which fell to the
lots of ‘David Harum' and
‘Eben  Holden'” - Syra-

hooking | was, his eplo, his m-xv.:an{ n, I'm Wear, his | is west of '“ Al river 'I'A"-*"‘ n ‘i Ko New EARLY VIR(‘INIA HIQTORY

second, ‘The Pit,% will be the flietitious nar- 4 o owur of her breath in the lapse of the | particularly  stiniilated I'he author spvs . 0}‘ l .
rative of a ‘deal’ in the Chicago wheat :"I' over-passing braeze  And then, in the midst [ “Ours is a country which has to maintain :C era d. markable advance in ever ﬁeld p I
while the third, '‘The Wolf,' will probabiv { e ¢y 0 gantle perfume of the gardan, the per- | at great cost a standing nrmy of 200,000 men . ’
have for ita pivotal episode the reliev |“ng of tumes of the magnolia flowers, of the migs \ tor the defence of the many dependencies of ]lllllll’lll (lll’ll]_bt ﬂnd endeavor 1%
a famine in an Old World community On | onette horders, of the crumbling walls, there | of the Empire  Thase soldiers are all ""'”'; : Jl..“ ; 1lll|‘l|)"‘ the last IU” years. Amoug !

e have A map of the in- yanded a new odof, 0 " clin tears it is diffleult, especinlly in times o 1A '
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of m ny odors, the smell o @ roses enoe, Lo ge ' i it n " Vil . g
It is not often, if aver, that Ann\"lh!\lh“;‘" lingered in h"l hair, of the lilies thet exhaled ! Il' i% very llvul-url int, most li«.ln'-vllum,1 :h’uf "' _;“: l l . ,\‘ ‘\.: \"‘ ( harl(ﬁﬂ I)‘]ke’ An ‘
accompanied by so admirable a map D1 trom her neck, of ” e heliotrope that disen- | the martial spirit of our vouth should be fus @ .
the northwest corner is aituated the (LrVINg | o0 p0g jrgelf from her hand - and arms, and | maintained and that the mdvantages which "H “"‘. i drew l‘"“L' Cardinal (llbbon!, }
city of Bonneville To the east and "".l”' of the hyacinths with which her little feet | 8 few vears' discipline with the colors, with i Goldwin \lnltll ﬂnll Sir Vorm.u i}
lien the decaying town of Guadalajara . ['l“' were redolent We know that Angéle's | the subsequent chances "'{ “n l""l‘:“l' nt, l Lockver. ‘ \
great ranches of Los Muertos, Quien Sahe, plaits of gold air were %0 ar-anged as to | DOSSess over the dreary Wfe of casual labor, B L. . . . |
Mr  Osterman, and Mr Broderson stretch |, o uo yar white forchead three-cornarad it | should be kept constantiyv before the eyes l ' I"-l(,“('t!'l"lr}“ ( hf‘mlﬁtry, L'te.r.. E
round about On the lr-h: on the eounty | iy on nage 36, page 48, and elsewhere  Ax : of the l"v'ul*!' Ruch is the wisdom of ""” ® ‘lll'L‘, \\ ar, .\l(‘!llk'iu(‘ and Rchg_ I
road, are Indicated Caraher's saloon and the | o 00wl of tat on the back of the neck of | War Offlce that the people of kast London, . - ! g
watering tank. In the centre is represented | ¢ poynian, agent of the octopus, it ison &0 | representing & twentieth part of the popula- 10on  are among (he lUbJOctl i
the gigantic live oak in front of Hooven's | pages that the hook i fairly larded | tion of the whole country, have no solders ‘ ' W f
Notae, To fhe morshenst Jiu the hop Seldn, | Py Dol ol the mio & cotnologous | quartered o them; tit they wover Soe the “An unusual and excellent piece of work.”—New York Sun. touched upon. ]
the seed ranch and the mission of San Juan {00 ceq i the story - a landimark asdomi- | pomp of war. that they never have their | X o= o e e I'he value of such a book to 1‘
de Guadalalara Just west ol ‘”..-\p o m'_\ nating 2% thalive oaks in front of Hooven's | blood tired with the rartind musie and """ | “*Your 1 o law i frark n nes' hook A “The culminating tiast ‘.‘7_' tiat 0of the great trot { tll" average nan “'ho ha! little :b
artesian woll.  The irrigating ditch dug by of Annixter's hig harn wight of men marching w order and that an | sther 'David Harur toaife g from «t other ing race on the Fashion Course at Rrook' ' n, ‘e hig) bs . A - . 8
Gov Derrick and Mr Annixter runs zigzag Fwice here wa have read of a®wall-groomed | their schools they are never taught the plain | BOPUIAT bOOK ‘As ane star differst o B i .$ v l".‘n- |‘l| ..a- “‘n; (:"4. '"[. v: v l‘. ! ! ,‘; is '1.!' | time t(lr serious rell(hng 18 (!‘0- ’7
. ' g £ Mokt . hest e T m o or ™ s o e found n C- B
north and south fist east "fl” ”“'"1' . lll';‘ lawn,” and we are free to aay that we have '{' itiea of patriot ‘I " . R » A book 0f many ex el . New York Werid i tion - Buffelo BExpress mendous, 'k
Pacifie and Southwestern EBallroad, which | = o0 1 hear { such R very ueer | for the country nothe sime spifit of wis- | A A A P I e l . .
, ; ooy W s T r t brings him up to date on ‘
o the octopus of th story, crosses the tob | 1 Ol (o jage a wa Teud hat Mr | dow their countis's k. (e Lt ucs, n| FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY ' I
of the map at a slant Mugnus Derrick spoke pure, well-chosen | never seen in bust London except on the | . e every ﬂllh](‘(t on w hl('h an Intel- 1k
In the opening chapter Preslev, & young | i, and on page 88 wa find him looking | river. it does not fluat over the sl Lhe | 9 L :'3
poet who 18 breuking his head over a posm "'5”‘:;) ond amg | “We will have ny | (iildren ate not tAught to reverence the flag ||lh...nr man should be informed, i1
which shail express the spirit of the “‘::" early season " Our belief is that the word | of the country ax the svanhol ol their ETPASS —— {and he has the satisfaction of ‘
rides on a hicycle from Bonney lla over the shall was not tncluded in his vocabmlar and their responsibilities alone a nE the i o . ) 13
lower road to Guadalsars and the Spanish | fr weh A0 ot thilty-five plouihs | cities of the world, East London never teaches knowing that his knowledge !
Mission Here Is the opportunity to ""' that they “stretched i an interminable [ine | her children the mieaning of patrintism, the L CoImes ““”l men w h().e Oplnlonl :
forth the scena and to introduce many « a quarter of a wile in length On page 129 | history of their Libertics, the pride and the | y i
the characters The reader will find that | L0 e vy e hoofs by the myriads crush- | privileges of citizenship in a mighty empire are \\Hrfll l]'l\vln‘
o L he follows Presley with interest  Mr Norris ing down easily, deeply into the loam, * and A% for the appearatce of kast London, we | . - " 'y 3
has good powers of description and 18 not as there were exactly 880 horses cop wrned are todd on the same poge whivh offers to us I i &
ce the himself balked by the difflculties of an epic, we consider that each horse must have had Mr Pennell's pioture of a typical street in J o H N w I N s L o w [] \\ e feel thﬂt too rnl".'b calmot ‘¥
sarge no matter what troubles he sees fit tu throw § o ue many more than the usual number of | Bethnal Green that it s quite unparalieled By HENRY D. NORTHROP, ! he said of our v
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¢ the panorama o ) oag " | read Walter Pater on the plazza, who steepes "W omiies or 1 B UL RITAME WHICD The \ e . X 4 ;ahl ' K 1is lo 4 &
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ot the was wheat. The crop having Just been | . ... things to go to Ttaly, may ba foind }.1'.“‘;....~-» l exactly nlike | lev are straets those who have read “David Harum' and “kben Holden” that here | ¢ ‘

e ke gathered, it is really stubble It is the last | SO0 000 Fla eive on phga 187 of workingruen's houses, all of & pattern, as 15 4 book ot no less power to please, for its chief character, “John | . . {if
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"N '. dry season. After four months of cloudiess § ... i vities, as some readers may think, | Some sijght differences iy be percelved trat i g = ve he (* !
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0. the watering tank and learn just what its ap- -y SAEnINsEnTR e A PITFINGNI BN SaIENAG) A clever, well-written story, full of love and pathos, and thrilling “ Martin Brook,” by Morgan A
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pearance was Wa meet Hooven — AT arvibis reiche. I8 , S SR Bates, published only tew
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liired, ranch ownar, whose stomach s “out of whack, ™ | jjova (e o typical street in Bethuol Gree tain,’" ete.  12mo, $1.50 L 5 Oud, TUSHI ; I p . RPN | i
:,lrp',.h,? and who lies In & hammock reading “David | 1 s probable there is ot a smitchen of green | A strong character storv, A voung woman novel with abundance X G w ﬂlLLlNGHAM cu Publishers "9_'2' w 230 ST NEW YUHK h,r."t,“f the S' ries, 18 & atury of |
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