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TRISTAAM OF BLENT,

Being an Episode in the Story of an

Ancient House.

By ANTHONY HOPE.

o Copyright, 1000, by A. H. Huwking,
SYNOPAIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS
Adelalde, wife of S'r Randolph Fdge of Rlent Hall,

@oped with Capt’ Fitzhubert  Sir Randolph dles in |

Rusala, presumably In time for Lady Fdge and Pitz
Rubert to marry and so male thelr son Farry legitl

mate.  They learn later, however, thal the date of Sir
Randolph's death has been given Incorrectly andthad
Harry is not the righttul bhelr.  ‘They keep the matter
seatet and eventually Mrs Piishubert succeeds to the
Barony of Tristram of Blent and resides with Marry
at Blent Hall Unknown to Lady Tristram, Mme

Zabriska' and Mr Jenkiuson Neeld are also In pos-
ooasion of the secret, and Mme Zabriska, with her
uncle, Major Duplay, come to reside at Merrion Lodge,
Mear Plent Hall Harry learns from his mother
that be is not the righttul beir W Blent, but they de-
fermine to hold the title for him at any cost. Te
further his oause he decides %o marry .Janle Iver,
belrems to Pairholme, but fnds two rivals (n Bob
Bradly and Major Duplay  The latter learna of
e unfortunate birth from Mina Zabriska He 'n

forms him that be intends to tell Iver and they quar

fel, Harry winning 1o a brisk tussle Neeld be

comes $e guest of Iver at Palrholme  Mina Zadriska
meets Neeld and they form a corapact to protect Har

17’'s Inferes\s And mainiain secrecy. Lady Tristram
@es after extracting from her son a promise that
Oeclly Gatnsborough, the rightful heiress of Blent
Mall, shall be invited to the fuperal Ceclly and her
father come to Blent, but Harry falls to recelve them

Later he comes suddenly upon Cecily n the garden
ond realizes that she s a Tristram, the image of his
mother  The engagement of Harry and Janle Iver
ia announoced, and Duplay announoss his determina-
tion 1o expose the faise positionh of his future sonin

law to Iver  Harry unconsclously fells in love with
Ceelly. and withous telling her this acknowledges
that he e not the legal heir but she ls Lady Tristram
of Blent, Then he stoals away from Blent by night.
stopping to advise Hod Hradley w0 woo and win
Jadie Iver, who loves him,

(CHAPTER V.—CoNTINURD,

Bhe flung t across to Iver and rested her
chin on her hand, whila her ayes followed
bie expression as he read

*I have thrown up the sponge and flad,
Pleass make friends with Lady Tristram of
Blent. HT"

For a while nobody spoke. Then Neeld,
leaning forward to the table agaln, began
to explain and excuse his silence, to speak
of the hard case he was in, of the accidental
and confidential charaoter of his knowledga
Neither Mina por her uncle sven appearad
$0 heed him. TIver seemed to listen patiently
and courteously, but his mind, too, was dis-
tracted, and he did not cease fidgeting with
Harry Tristram's letter, and referring aver
and again to its brief, sufficlent message

“I dare sav 1 was wrong The position was
wery difficult,” pleaded Neeld

“Yes, ves,” said Iver, In an absent tone
*DifMcult no doubt, Neeld, both for you and
Mina. And now he has- he has given up the
game himself. Or wae his hand foreed?”

“No,” flashed out Mina, restored in a mo-
ment to animation, her fighting inatincts

awake again' He'd never have baenforoed. ™
He must have done {t of his own acoord '

"But why“" Again ha turned to the letter
*And why does he write to you?"

“"Because he knew | knew about it. He
didn’t know that Mr. Neeld did *

“And this—this Lady Tristram of Blent>*
Iver's voice was hesitating and consclous
as he pronounced the name that was to have
become his daughter's

Again the pink-ribboned Deus made antry
on the scene, to give the spesker a more

striking answer

"A lady to see you, ma'am. Miss Gains-
borough ”

The threa men aprang to their feet; with
@ tudden wrench Mina turned her chair round
toward the door A tall, slim girl in black

came in with a qulck yet hesitating step

“Forgive me, Madam Zabriska. But I had
to come. Harry sald you ware his friend,

Do you know anything about him? Do you
know where he 17" She Jookad at the men
and blushedas she returned their bow with a
burried recognition

“No, I haven'tseen him. I know nothing,*
said Mina

“The letter, Mina,” Duplay reminded har,
and Mina held it out to Caolly

Ceclly came forward, took and read It
Bhe looked again at the group, evidently
puzzied

“Heo doesn't say where ha's gone,” she
said

“You are -7 Iver began

*I'm Oecilty Gainborough But I think
he means me when he <ays Lady Tristram
of Blent *

*Yes, he must mean vyou Miss Galnshor-
ough.”

“Yos, becausae ast night he told pw " |
Her eyes travellad quickly over thelr faces, |

and she re-rend the letter “Do you know
snything about suw deruanded, tmpern
ously. “Tell ma, (0 you krnow what he neans
by this letter, and whnsthier what he sayvs (s
brua?”

“We know what he means,” answered
Ever gravely, "and we know that it's trua

“Have you known it long?" she asked

Iver glanoed at Duplay and Neeld It
was Neeld who answered gently. “Some

f us have been sure of it for some timue
ut-— He looked at Miua before he weut
“But we didn 't intand t ouk '
1y stood Lhere, seeming to oconsider,
and for a moment nesting ‘h
@naze, whioh had never [ef! her face
“Had he known for long”" wasa her pext
question
It met with no {mmediate answer  Duplay
Fno abruptly and walked to the naantiepiece

o leaned his niny on it and turned halt way
rom the group at the tuble
“Had he known for long?” Cecily repeated

“Ever so long, ' answered Mina Zubriska |

t& a low voicg, but very confidently

Iver podded. he thought what she sug- |
t |

ested & very guod explanation to acce;
t was plausible and sensible, 1t equip)

Jarry Tristram with a deceni axcuse for his
past silence and a sound reason for the nio-
ment of isclosure He looked nt Neeld
and found ready acquiescence in the |
sontleman's  approving  uod Put  Mina
rokke out Impatiently |
“No, no thut had uotliang t with It He
Raver meant o speak Hent was all the |
world to him  He never meant to speak
A quick remembrance flnshad across her
"Waie ve him in the long gallory iast
ignht? ed  "With hun there for
ﬂun'\ -
"Yes, we wore thore
i I =saw {roms the terraoe hare.  Did |
he tell T
“Me ol e thisre [here wis emharrn <. |
nel ! i 1Nner now
1 1 4 VW
! W M PR
What w ny "
Rive at all 1t K& the ar
¢ they i o ntiy
vmembey " biee very
) ' e wif
And her t |
old me and wer trafeh
room wnit | me while, bt he didn’t
come back, gl 1 wvern't spoken hir
sinee she | I nt eack them in tan
as though = ' v might be gshle to help her
swith the puzzie
soniechow vou made him do it ve * sald
Minn Zabrisk
A 5 Coctly ' aves settled on Mina‘s face,
» &t ont for a fall minuts
You, | think = I think T must have
stmohow " Her joa ‘ « sho asload
with a s der ess of agitation “But what
to o
i hans ighit for that it was the
Y )Y vt 1
“There will, of ires, ho n goad many
formalities o' Jvm Suhiect to those
T imngit tha ! .y nestion  settles
ftsell
1 phrauss saens v Cocily no ene-
Jphton
“Seitlos (1solf o !
“[Quhiect ta for I mean, and
v the absence of onpo from™ he hes
gated a seeonnd fror Iriatram whi
eAn't e antieipat s w von will ha put into

poasmssion of the ¢ ates and the titls * H":
Harrv's letter which was still

ninted

n her hands Wi what he himaelf
Ne von . ainshorongl

@ali: vouu Mis. )
pue made no ansver With anpother glance

at Neeld, back his and
ose  Neel ollowed his exam, They
elt that the interview had better end. Du-
play did not move, and Ceclly stood where
she was  She seem »,a8k what was to be
done with her; her desolation was sad, but it
bad something of the comic In It She was
no ohviously lost

“You nught walk down to Blent with Miss
Galnshorough, Mina,” Iver suggested

“No,” erled the Imp In a passion, leaping
up from the ohair "1 don't want to have
anyvthing to do with her ”

Cecily started and her cheeks flushed red
as though she had been struck lver Jooked
voxed and ashaned .

v's all her fault that Harry Tristram’s—
that Harry 'rmnrum'r " The lmp's voloe
was chioked; she could get no further

Old Mr Neeld came forward He took
gt‘\rry‘u latter from Cecily and gave it to

na

“My dear, my dear,” he sald gently, as he
patted her hand  “Read that again
Mina read, and then scrutinized Ceclly

keenly

“Wall, I'll walk down with you.” she sald,
grudgingly She came nearer to Ceclly !
wonder what you did,” she exclaimed, soan-
ning her face.  “Imust Mnd out what you did

Iver came forward  “T must introduce my-
self to you, Mas Gainsborogh. 1 live at
Blentmouth, and my name & Iver”

“Iver'* She looked at him curfously
At onoe he felt that she had knnwlodﬂn 0
the relation between his daughter and Harry
Tristram

“Yos. and sinos we shall probably be neigh-
bors-- -“ He held out his hand. She put hers
in it, still with a bewilderad air. Neeld con-
tented himself with a bow as he passed her,
and Duplay escaped from the nm}n with a
rapidity and stilin suggestive of a desire
not to bhe observe When the men were

one Cecilly sank into & chalr apd ocoverad
\er face with her handa for a (n ute. She
looked up to find Mina regarding her, still
with mingled inquisitiveness and hostility.

“What W"l‘iﬂ "mlll‘ all doing here when
cama’” askead Ceclly

“They were trying to make me 'f“ 'Ynt.l
tnl-l-w about Harry Tristram. But I wouldn’s
tell .

“Wouldn't you?"  Cecily's eyes sparkled
in sudden approval, and she broke olnm _?
smile, “1 like vou for that,” she oried.
wouldn't have told either.”

“But now!" The Imp pouted _disconso-
lately. “Well, 11's not your fault, T suppose,
Anc » §he walked up toCecily and gaveher
a brief but friendly kiss, *And yuu.?nodn t
hol 80 upg»;1 as allltalt nhn’ul it. Wa'll Juss
talk over what we'd better do.”

There was not much prospect of their talk
affecting either the laws of England or the
determination of Harry Tristram to any
appreciable extent  But the proposal med
ts comfort Cecily and the Imp rang the bell
for tea. Coming back from this task she gave
Cecily a oritical glance,

CHAPTER XVL
THE NRW LIPK

Y haven't mentionad it to the young
mn.nmmsf-lf' asked Lady Evenswood

‘Certainly not I've only seen him onoe,
nd then he didn't talk of his own affalra
1o takes the thing very well He's lost his
position and he's the hero of the novapnpi
ancd he hears hoth affiletious quite coolly.
A lad of good balance, 1 think.”

*Ia he agreeable’”

“Hum, 1'm not sure of that. No exoess of
modesty, I faney ”

*I suppose you mean he's not shy? All
roung rien are conceited I think should
{ke you to bring him to see me *

For forty vears such an Intimation from
Lady Fvenswood had enjoyed the rank of a
commuand Lord Sousheud received it with
proper ohedlence

“PThe solution I spoke of has occurred to
some of us,” he went on “Ha's poor now,
but with that he oould make a marriage
['he cnse is vary exceptional jd

‘So is what you propose, Hnnrfa 5

‘O, there are precadents t was done
fn tha Bearsdale case

“There was A doubt thers ¥ TLady Evens-
wood knew all about the Bearadala case,
though It was ancient history two .\'Uqlh-‘ntl,
she had danced with both the parties to it

“The house was againat the marriage
unanimonsly

But he m.i not deny the doubt

“Weall, what are vou going to do?" she
asked

‘It would he necessary to approach Dis-

ney southend spoke with some appear-
ance of timidity Mr Disney was Prime
Minister And the truth is, nona of ua
seemed to like the job  So John Fullsome

suggested yvou

"What brave men you are!® Her face
wrinkled humorously )

“Well, he might bite ua. and ha couldn’t
bite youn- not so hard, anyhow "

“And you wgnt mna to ask for a higher rank!
That wasn't done in the Beaarsdale case, nor
in any other that [ ever heard of *

Wa shouldn’t press that A barony
would do  But if Disney thought that under
the very exceptional clreumstances & vis-
I“"l,l'v

“I don't see why you want it,” she per-
aisted. The slight embarrassinent in South-
end's manner stirred the old lady's curi-
osity It'a rather odd to reward a man for
his mother's -there, 1 don't say a word
about Addie. [ took her to her first ball,
r girl
oy nsad to know her as a girl

mi're relving on Rohert Disanev’'s ro-
mantic memories But she stopped,
adding, after apauss, *Well, one never knows
But again, why a viseounty?

Driven into A corner, but evidently rather
ashamed of himself, Southend #xj lainad

The viscounty would be more convenient
if & match came about between him  and
the girl. *

What!, the new Lady Tristram? Well
Georga, romance has taken possession (»’
~day!”

‘Not at nll,® he protested Indignantly
*It's the ohvionsly sensible way out

“Then they can do {t without a viscoynty?®

“0), no, not without something. There's
the paat you see ”

‘And a sponge (= wanted? And the bigger
the sponee the hetter And I'm to get my

| might suggest the Viscount a8 eontin

LA's intetse ! gent on marriage

“Ah, he was waiting tll Lady Tr\kl'ami["‘ Tristram, and me, and my family,
|

nosa bitten off by asking Robert Disney for
it And if by a miracle he <ald ves tor all |
know & dv e se might say on' 'l think
ahout it er ['ve seen tha voungmar Laudy
Evenswood prom jse | Have vou any reason
to suppose he likes hie cousin

None at all exceot, of course, the way
he's cieared ont for her”

Yieiding &racefully to necessity, T msip-
pose’

Reallv 1 douht the necessity, and, any-
how, the gracefulnesgnaads some explana
tion in & case like this, Still, | alwavs fancied |
he wae going to marry another girl.a dqugh
ter of a friend of mine -lver you know
who [ maan?”

“v, ves. Bring Harry Tristram tn sea §
me. " said she. “Good.-by, George.  You're
king very weall
4 you're looking very voun
“00, 1" finished getting old befora you
wera forty

A thought etruck Southend “Yon

I shun't suggest anvthing til I've seapn
the bov and 1 won't promisa t then '

Later {n the afternoon Southend dropped
in at the lmperium, where to his gyrprisa |
and pleasure he found Ivar in the smoking
room Asked how he ecame to be in town,
[ver explained

I roally run away from the cackling down
at Blantmouth All our old ladies are talking
ivmen to the dosen about Harry Tristram and

and - well
‘Weall, there's & good deal of eackling up |

here, 1 But tell me about the new girl
Lord Southend did not appear to consider |
his owy question ‘eackling” or as tending

t roduce the same |

‘I've anly seen her once Sha's in absolute
saclusion and lets pobody in exeept Mina
Zahriska a funy littla fureign woman |

} |
I know abont her I saw it in the paper. |
n to do with 12"

¢ \'v-“ . ',\r ', parsad awa !r.,!_n\'v 11!_:1.‘1.: | fnd vut something aboyt it After ull, I've
S T trlaz v Chall given some evidence of consideration for
atriie TR ) Alnes v
borongh 1 | t o » | he
I hadn et 1 e . l"‘l“ E Fhat makes it worse, if you give nona
i ahrit A R s W " Goud
hoy i ,“‘ i ,M., _‘ e of :r ' [ s | v a fortnight since | first met
agnal o 1 should imagine, for thluking | } rshe wou 't miss me much, Lady Evens-
purn it doesn’t  mo miatte \ o : ) ST (g e
e o CRMA I vl P | everyvthing n i b, ou're
’. H~ N el ¢ | more of | T Il | ) 4 ol \r I'ristr
f ot Bouthend satd pothing of the | oW, Kaud ! A\ nd nelude t shan'e |
w he L f ht to Lady kvens ! - L - - ‘”\\' I
e ady b P p ur } |
d's attentior Discratiog  was npeons- | | N . A '-I
&iry thore Bekldes. he wished to know | 250 He pidy you to
} Vel On thay | ®44 |
o silenca | larr W il from her house |
tually 1n old | 18 Uf rewt s were divided
Southend. hotween (] w | it old one wi
moved at the “Joe,” ad- ‘ n “ ('] Lis eyes by her
| fucts had heen recorded | ! ) Ceetl ' 1nee was turned
1 1) and that he hir { In In Hlent by the sight of a man who
\ I’.H X"r-.\»u]\' elsr In | :‘\" . itedd i his miind with it - Sle ix!
- . & hiouse naetent ad 1ot Merrion Lodge
" WOnSpIratora w had | ‘
irse the conspira to Mink Zabrixkn Lo WAk fix STEFY BS
T'ee soon Harry Tristram us bt he was walking along in a dejected
Ah, how i& he?* asked Neeld i‘ ind bis hat was unfashlionably far back
Novar aaw A voung man more composed | 00 ‘s head He started when he saw Harry
tn all my Lfe And he conldn’t be batter sat- u“\\ h t '
it wt namll 1l be'd turned out to be a evid "' e - o began, and stoppead In
y dent hesitatior
augs
Wa know Harey's airs,” Iver said, smil- Mr Pristram,” said Harry Glad to meet
ing Indulgentl Rut there's stuff in him you, Mr = {, though vou won't have any
A note of regret cne jnto his volee {a | more rent 1o hand over to me
treated me v badly [ know Neeld won't (YA began to murmur some rather lowery
admit i, bt he did selil 1 ke b and U'd nndoler
help him if 1 eould Hurr hit =hort in & peremptory but
Waoll, he atoned for "“HT” ¢ wrong by | @0od=tatured fusuion
owning up in the end,” remarked Southend "" Lol s With vou?” he asked

I'hat wasn't for my sake or for well, it
had nothing todo withus As far as we are
concerned he'd heen at Blent to-day. It was
Cectlv Galns orongh who did it "

#%. | wonder X
Iver ross decisively, “Look here, South-
and. i\ vou're going to do exactly what all my
friends and neighbors are doing, | shall go
and write letters With & nod he walked
into the next room, leaving Neeld alone with
his inquisitive frien sonthend lost no time

What's happensd about Jan @ Iver? Thare
was some talk ;

“It's all over,"whispered Necld, with need

g -

i

h-"%.uttgon. .
oe o release.”
P\ﬁ mr o? the {round thate—" X

. y, I don't know any more. But it's
finally over; {nu may depend upon that.”

Southend lit a cigar with a satisfied air,
On the whole he was glad to hear the news,

“Staying much longer ig town?” he asked.
“No, I'm going down to Iver's agaln in Au-
gust )

"You want to see the and of it ? Come
I know, that's it." He laughed as he walked
away

Meanwhile Harry Tristram, unconscious
of the efforts which were being made to
arrange his future and paying as litGe
attention as he could to the buzz of gossip
about his past, had settled down in quiet
rooms and was looking at the world from o
new point of view he senson was not
over yot, and he liked to go out about & in
tho evening and watch the great city start-
ing forth to enjoy iwelf, then he could feel
its life in all the rush and the gayety of it
Somehow now he seemed more part of it
and more at home in it than when he used
to run up for a few days from his country
home Then Blent had been the centre of
his life and in town he was but a stranger
and a sojo.rner Blent was gone, and
London 18 home to homeless men An
he looked buck he seamed to himself
to  have lived hitherto on e banks of
the river of life, as well of the river
Blent There had been no need of swim-
ming But he was in the current now He
must swim or sink No such notions had
been fosterad by days spent on the banks
of the Blent “What shall I do? What shall
[ do?" The question hummed in his brain
a8 he walked about  There ware such fnfl-
nite varieties of things to do, such & multi-
tude of people doing them To some men
this reflection brings despair or bewilder-
ment  To Harrey (as, indeed, Lord South-
end would have expectad from his observa-
tion of him) it was a titillating evidence of
great opportunities, stirring his mind to a busy
cousideration of changes He had &£15,0))
In forms as good as cush He was living
more or less as he had ones meant to live in
this one particular he was hvlnf with a
respectable, if not a big check by hlin, ready
for any smergency which miz‘n arise -an
e(nergenoy not now of & danger to be warded
off but of an opportunity to be seized

These new thoughts suited well with the
visit which he paid to Lady Evenswood and
gained fresh strength from it. He was an-
nounced as Mr. Tristram o had Just taken
steps to obtain a royal Ueense tp bear the
nane

Although the room was in deep shadow
and very still, and the old white-haired lady
the image of peace, for Harry there, too, the
current ran strong hough not great, she
had known the great; if ahe had not done
the things she had seen them done Her
talk revealed a matter-of-course knowledgs
of secrets, a natural intimacy with the inac-
cesaible It was like Harry to show no signs
of being Impressed: but very shrewd eyes
were upon him, aod his impassivity mat with
amused approval. since it dropped short of
{nattention he broke it down at last by
speaking of Addie Tristram

*The most fascinating creature in the
world,” she sald "1 knew hor as a lml%r!rl
1 knew her up to the time of your birth,
almost After that she hardly laft Blent,
didl she? At leagt she nevar came to Lon-
don You travelled, 1 know "

“Ware you ever at Blent? he askad

“No, Mr Tristram "

He frowned for a moment. It waa odd not
to be ahle to ask people thare, Just, too, as he
was awaking to the number of pesopla there
were in the world worth asking

“There never was anybody in the world
like har, and there never will be, " Tady Evens-
woond went on

*1 nsed to think that, but [ was wrong *
The smile that Mina Zabriska knew came on
his face

“You were wrong? Who's like her, then?”

“Her successor My cousin Cecily's very
like her.”

lady Evenswood was more atruck by the
way he spoke than by the meaning of what
he satd  She wanted to say, “Bravo,” and to
pat him on the back: he had avoided so en-
tirely any hesitation or affectation in naming
hir cousin, Addie Tristram's successor, who
had superarded him

“Khe talks and movea and sits and looks
at von in the same way 1 was amazed to
gee it * e sald not & word of this to any-
body since he laft Blant Ladv Fyanswood,
studying him very enriously, hegan to mnke
conjactures about the history of the affair,
also about what lavy behind her visitor's
composed faoe; there was o hint of things
-'z;x'vr»-ﬂwd in his vofes  But he had the
lyr:vh-' on himself again in a moment “Very
curions thesa liknessex are.” he ended with
ashrug

o

<he deodded that he was remarkable, for
7 bov of hig age, brad in the aountry, astonish-
ing She had heard her fath desorihe
Pitt at 21 and Byron at 18 Without making

ahsird comparisons, there was, all the same
something of that precocity or manh yod
here, something also of the arrogance that
the great men had exhibited She was very
glad that she had sent for him

I don't want to be fimpertinent,” she said
*I had not meant to make even this much
apology, but perhaps an old woman may
tedl vou that she 18 very aorry for-for this
turn in vour fortune, Mr_ Tristram *

You're very kind It was all my own
on know  Nobody eould have

it would have meant-—-" she ex-
elaitnod, startled into eandor
Ol e | know  Stil--but sinea things
have tarned ont differently 1 neadn's tr hie
you with that
She =i the truth, seeming to |earn it
frowm th f his jaw She enfoyved n man

who was not afraid to defy things, and she
had been heard to lament that avervh iy
had nseience nowadays nay, insisted
O ing it even (nto politics Imme-
dintely she eoneelved the idea of invitin
himn to dinner to meet Mr Disney bhut o
course that must wait for a little while
“Fyarvthing must seem rather strange
to vou, " she suggested
Yoo, very,” he answered, thoughtfully;
to think that some  day 1
ovhood with down-
an't seem to have heeh

that hoy in the least

What are vou &oing to do in the meanidme
o pr ire that T«
the point she wished

W Arrive at, but very

n't know vet  It's hard to ehooss

| d
"y cortainly won't want for friends
\ t's pleasant, of eourse

(ble, too,” she ocorrected
{ wlar experienoe  “Johs
v, but many great men
paof them  Robert Disney
ra pocket borough *
don't know,” he Fepeatad,
ith no sign of anxlety or
ta of tine, Lady Evense

“Not for me,” she gald, with all her graclous-

n, this time cordially, as he
But she detained him
rerms with vour cou

n.

1 v, if meat Of courss [ haven't
aney her sinea | left Bent  She's thera, you
know

Have vou written to her?
“No, 1 think it is best not to ask her to think
of re Just now
She looked at him for & moment, seaining to
shder
thaps,” she aaid at laat. “But don’t

overdo that Don't be eruel
Cruel Thers was strong surprise o his
volee and on his faoe

Y es, orue Huve voy ever troublad to think
at =he may he feeling®

“1 don't know that | ever have,” Harry ad
slowly * AL first sight it looks a8
person whon j‘ t he supposed 1o bho

\ t sight, ves. s that always to be

| enough for you, Mr Tristram? At =0, | shan't

regret so much that 1 haven't —lots of time
Mo stood  slent before her for several

“r

\ K Perhaps | daresay 1 can

\ worse, Mr Tristram. | don't
complnin - We're o young firm and wa don't
comiinnd the apportunities that others do "

Helaughod as he added, “You couldn't recome-
mendnieton gentleman with £10,000 to spure,
onuld I, Mr Tristram?"

| know just the man. What's it for?®

No, g Prine ;-..lw only,” sald sloyd with

a shake of his hea

o How does nne hecome a prineipal then?
[l walk vour way ‘a bir '*  Harry it & cigar;
Slovd becane more erect and amended the
position of his hat he heped that a gond
wany people would recognize Harry Yet

She was getting to |,

al pride did not interfere with business
wariness

“Are yvou in earnest, Mr Tristram? It's
asafe thing

“Oh, no, ft 1sn't_or you wouldn't be hunting
for $1),01) ou the pavement of Berkeley
square il

“I'll trust you,” Slovd declared. Harry
noddnd thanks, invnrdlyﬂ;mund at the
obvious effort which attended the concession,

If you don't come tn, you'll not give it away?
Again Harry nodde “It's a big chance
but we haven't got the money to teke it
and unless we can take it we shall have to sell
our righta  [t'sa an option on land 8e-
cured it, but {t's ont in a week Before then
we must table £2),00) And £10,0)) cleans
us oyt "

“What'll happen if you don’t?”

“I must well the option- rather than for-
feit it, you know  I've an offer for it, but &
starvation one

“"Who from?

After a moment's scrutiny Sloyd whispered
a name of jnmense significance in such &
connection “lIver

“I should like to hear some more about
this It's werth something, I expect, if Iver
wants it Shall I go with you to your office?
He hailed a passing el “1've got the monay,
:ll“ uu‘;‘l, “and I want to use it 'Y"U show me

hat this is a good thing and in it goes

An hour passed in the ofMce of glu)‘d. Sloyd
& Guernse Harry Tristram s came out
whistling %h looked very pleased: his step
was alert: he had found onmnth!ng to do,
be had made a beginning, good or bad He
found an added, perhaps a bovish, pleasure
in the fact that the affalr was for the present
to be a dead secret He was against Iver,
t0o, in a certain sense, and that was another
spice. not from any {ll-will, but because it
would pleasa himy especially to show lver
that he could hold his own It occurred to
hidn that in cuse of 4 success he would enjoy
guluﬁ and telling old Lady Evenswood about
it e feolt, as he said to ¥\imm'lf. very Jolly,
careless and jolly, more so than he remem-
berad feeling for many months back He
went to the theatra that night, to the pit
(where he would not be known), and enjoyed
himself immensely

And Lady Evenswood had made up her
gxlnd that she wm:l% find a way of seeing

Ir. Disney soon and throw ouf a cautious
fealor  Everything would have to be done
very carefully, especlally if the marriage
with the wueen wers to be made a feature of
the case But her resolve, althm.ll‘h ot
altered, was hnmmr*d by & curjous feellng
to which her talk with Harry had given rise
I'hers was now not only the vary grave ques-
tion whether Robert Disney to say nothing
of somebody else—would entertain the idea
There was another-a much less obvious
one -whether Harry himself would welcome
it And a third -whether she herself would
wolooma it for him However, when SBouthend
next called on her, she professed her readi-
1ess to AtAOK or at least to reconnoitra the
task from which he and John Fullcombe
and the rest Lad shrunk

“Only,” she said, “If 1 weres you, I should
find out tolerably early —as soon as we know
that there's any chance at all-what Mr
Tristram himsel! thinks about it .

“Thera's only one thing he could think,
exclaimed Southend

“0, vary well,” amiled Lady Evenswood

A long life had taught her that only faots
eonvince, and that they often fail

CHAPTER XVII
RIVER SBCENKES AND BRIC-A-BRAC

The Blent was on fire, Indesd, and Mina
Zabriska ocenpied a position rioch in im-
portance, prolific of pleasurs Others, such
as lver and Miss 8, might meet Mr Gains.
borough A8 he took timid rambles, they ecould
evtort little beyond a dazed civility; but none
of them eould compete with Mina Zabriska
To her alone the doors of Blent were open
ahe helid exclusive pight of acoess to its m'fvln'\
Mgt Foss I'he fact caused unmeasured in-
dignation; the reason oxcited unresting
curfosity This state of things ought to
bave made Mina very happy What more
could woman want?

OUne thing only, but that's a Neeessity -
gomebody to talk to about it She had no-
body Tanie showed no desire to discuss
Blent, or anvthing or anybody connected
tharowith I'he Major, for in<tance Wwas
one of the enemy The gossips of Rlent.
mouth were heneath her lordly notice She
was bubhbling over with undiscussad {m-
preasions  And now even Mro Neald had
gt ffona visit totown

( iv had nequiesced in all the lawyers
did, had signed papers &t reguest, had al-
lowed herself to he invested with the proparty,
ealuted with the title, enthroned in 'Su- )‘lll!‘l\l
manner  So far then she had accepted her
conain's sncritlor and the transformation of
her own lifte Yot through and in spite of all
this ghe maintained, even to the extrema o
yinctillousness, the air of bheing a visitor nt
tlent she made no changes in the order of
the household. when Mina always busy in

v friend’s interest suggested rearrange
t« of furniture or of curios, Ceeclly's man-
nor implied that she was prepared to take no
such l\‘wﬂm- in another man’s house

It would have been awll very well-bred
it Harry had put his hooseat her disposal
for a fortnight  Seeing that the place was
her own and that she had accepted it as Inv\n.g
her own, Mina deelared that her conduct
wae little less than an absardity This as-
sortion was Jimited to Mina's own mind. it
hitd not been made to the offender herself
The fear she hud felt Harrey threatepad
to spread to she did not {esl

g o {11 rew
gradua v of extrer ation
il patience sionnl 8-
tentit ~ 1t o1 i not
! t! Something

hit the other Now
\ wis It to he sKhe coitld not pretend
to Riess I'hese Tristrams were oad Tolk

The strain wnde Mina excited, restless, and
at times excesdingly short with Duplay
hee onthreak came and i a fashion as
aue as Mina desire, for
he harbinger of It was frightened
littla Mr Gainshorough was nore fright-
ened still He came up the hill one avening
about 8, praving Mina's Linmediate presence
nt Blent  Something had happened, ha ax-
plained, as they walked down  Ceelly had
had a lattor—{romsomebody in London  No,
not Aarry She must see Mina at onee
That was all he knew except that his daughter
was perturbed and escited  His manner
rotestad against the whole thing with a mild
spair
Quick miek,” eried the Imp, almost
making him run to keep up "Hflx her lm-
patient strides

ALY WY har rantg ~tha roam that had
I 0 I'ristram’'s
You've moved in here
exclaomuatio?

Yes the honuse keeper sald | mnet, so J did
Riut = Sheglared upfor s moment at Addie’s
pieture and broke off  Then sha held up a
letter which she had in her hande 1’0 you
ke anvthing of Lord Southend’® she
ank

was Mina's first

d,
I'vir heurd Mr Iver and Mr. Nesld apeak
of Lim, that®s all

“He writes to say he knew Lady Tristram
and  and Harry, and hopesa hea'll know me
Aoon

That's very friendly,” Mina thought, but
did not add that was rather unlmportant

Yes. but ft's more than that fh-:.‘t you
sen? [1's an opening She looked at her
friend, a.'anut ot har want of comprehen
8101 dkes 1t posatble to do something
I ean hegitt now

“Hagin what?" Mina was enjoving her
own bewilderment keenly  Gainshorough had
not corme Upstairs, and the two young wormen
ware glone (n the room

‘How long did vou think I could stand it?

I'm not wade of ~of of soap  You knew
Harrv! You liked him, didn't you? And
vou know Lady Tristram!  I've slept in this
room two nights and -

"y haven't seen & ghost**

Ghnst' O} 't ha ailly I've lain here
awnke look at that plemturae And it's
looked &t me—at least it seemed to What
wree vou doing here”’ That'a what {t's been
Suving What are vou dolr here?' No,
'm not mad  That's what was saving
mvaelf RBut the ploture sesmed to say it

Thon 1 g0 into the Long gallery  It's no
hettar thera Her hands were flnng out
desnairin gl

y weered to have settlad down so wall,”
mint recd Mina

sottlod down! What was thera to do?
Ol vou know | hadn't' T ean't hear 1t, Mina
and Twon't  len't it hard? 1 should have
Joved it all s 1t hid been really mine, If 1o
had et o properly And now-—it's
worse than nothing'™  She sat back in her

chinir with her tace set in o desperate unhap-

&\ r<. it dd some to you properly *
Mina protested  (ler aympathy ten }--41 Al-
wavs toward the persons she was with, her

we Ve nding to tha immediate
1ppenl Shin t more of Ceclly now
thaun of Harrs % somewhern—~vaguely
81 owhere in n

You =ay that®" eried Cecily, angrily
“You, Harev's friond! You, who fought and
lied ves, lad for Wim  Why did vou do all
that if vou ™hink it's properly mipe? How
can I face that pieturs and sav It's mine

It's n detestable intustiea  Ah, and I did—~
Ididlove it an

Well, 1 don't see what yvou're to do You
can't give it hack to Mr Tristram At least
I shonldn't hike to propose that to him, and
I'm sure he wouldn't take |t Why, he
eonldn’t, Ceoly”

Coetl rose and walked restiessly to the
window

Na, N sha sald fretfully Sha

) r
turned  abruptly round to Mina  “Lord
Senthend ~avs he'd be gled (o make my ace
1w and have s talk
A=k him down here, then

“Ask hini here” I'm not going to ask
Da--f‘\.. to Atay hern!'”

“T think that's rather absurd * Mina had
needed to summon up courage for this re-
mnrk

And he savs -there, ook at his latter  He
savs he's seen Harry and hopes to be able to
do something for him What does he mean
hv that? She camoe back toward Mina
“There must he something possible {f he
suvs that

‘He ean’t mean anything about-—about
Rlent  He means . *

I must find out what he means. I must
see him, The letter came whaa | was Just

.‘u:

Father and 1 sittin

s if—
e paused and struggled for self-control
I'm going to be quite calm
reasonable about it * she ended

Mina had her doubts about that, and would
have heen sorr Th
nterest that had threatened to vanish from
or life with Addie Tristram's death and
y's departure was revived Shesat looking
irl in a pleasant suspense

Cecily took up Southend's letter again and

asked, with a nearer approach to the calm
which she had promised, but it seemed the
quiet of despair

Here Mina had her theory ready and ad-
vanoad [t with confidence
1 expeot he hates vou
what he did in a
he must have been wrought

of excitament,

1 haven't thought about that®"
“There's aure to have been
ursued the sage Ilmp
ack to his ordinary state o
that he loved Blent above everyt
the more he loves Blent and
he Is for having given it up, the less he'll
like vou, of course ”

hink ha's sorry?”

“When I've done anything on an impuise
I'm always sorry *
large axperienoe of impulses
A very recent
had been the impulse of teruper which made
hints to the Major about Harry's

from a tolerabl

Yes, then he would hate me,” Cecily con-
“And how she'd hate we!" she cried
the next instant, pointing at Addie

I

About that at least there was no do
in Mina's mind

“I've done what she spent her life trying to
¢ talk about her
thrown mud at
if 1'd reviled her And she can't
know how [ would have love
she'd hate me
turned to Min

Mina, [ feel as

“It's terribly unfajr, isn't
he'd have liked me,
and I'd get to be such good friends with him.
to think he'd ask us down now and
then-- about onoe a year, perhaps
bean something to look forward to all
have made e quit
different, quite good enough, vou know
should have been an content and #0 happy
. it's terribly unfalr! Wh
people do things that--that bring about
things like this’”

“Poor Lady Tristram,” sighed Mina, glanc-
at the beautiful cause of the terrible
*She was like that, you ses,

count against other peopls ®so
terribly unfajr
A silence fell between the tw
to the window
t and it glowed In soft beauty
that I should be here and have
very unhappy!®
She faced around

I'm goio
a‘]‘here'a . tr&n
To be continued,

satting on Blen

this and wvet he ve

PORT WASBHINGTON OYSTER LANDS.

Indignation of Baymen at the Proposed Lease
of Lands Under Water.

Port WASHINGTON, May
part of the 3,000 inhabitants of this village
are greatly concerned as to what action will
ba taken by the Forest, Fish and Game Com-
mdssion on Tuesday, Mar 14
advertisad that blds
will he opened at the rooms of the commlission,
1 Madison avenue, for State franchlises for

Manhasset Bay, aggregating 250 acres The
franchises area to hea granted for the usua!
tarm of fiftesn years at & minimam rate of
25 cents per acra for ovster oulture

Port Washington's inhabitants have ever
aines the foundation of the villags obtained
their livelthood from the bhay
as much as 8200000 of shell fish have been
In recent years ths amount has
but even that
miuch has been gufMcient 1o feed and alothe
the families of the hardy baymen, who form
almost the entire population hera

There are two kinds of land undar watar
fn the bay, one known as mud bottom and
the other aa hard hottom
have been held for years by tha oystermen
of thavillage hy virtue of leases, handad down
from father to son, 6r purchased by one

The mud bottoms

yareels of mud bottom sometimes asll
The original rights
to these portions of the hay wera acquirac
by squatter soversaignty, but thesarighta have
been considerad inviolate hy the nystermen,
of North Hempstead in which
s given forca
» hard hottoma have

1 0= 81300 or 400

f the town had the right

i 1% Known as Dickey
%
On these hard hottaoms the oveter spawn
and clam spawn |
there grow intoseed oystors an e
ovsterman and clammer had theright to gato
these lands, dredge
aboard his schor

or sloop and earry them
to the mud hottom which he held by lease
The seed oysters which the bawvi
ot would number from 1,200 tn

muke from flve to six hushels
constituted the oyster-
ind by working each vear the
ovstermen wonld have cropsready formarkat

State Commission
lramn to private persons these common lands
If this is done mo

make aMdavit

1a application
hat the land has been so worked
no one could get a livelihond from it for the
Siuch aMdavite have heen
made coneerning the lands in question
These aMdavits have aroused the indigna-
tioy of the baymen who are making counter
afMdavits that

past lve years

hottoms would result

84 to85a day by working the he
Owing to the fight that is being made by
ovstarmen it {8 heljeved the State ¢
mission will not grant a leasa for more
The commission |8 acting under
the adviee of Attorney-
town of North Hemostead
fight in bahalf of the ovetermen and will at

will take up the

town claima the right to the land hy virtua
patents known as
grants given some two hundred y ears ago

EXPLOSIVE WOOD,

DiMculty In Disposing of Casks That Have Held
Nitroglycerine,
*One of the most puzeling
problema that
m how to get rid of tha
bave contained nitroglycerine,’
facturer of explosives
becomes 8o saturated

nitroglycerine {taelf

T'o burn them 18 out of the ques-
menaoe, for while all men are prona to show
thers are few that think that harm can come

of a kick at an empty barre]
it to explode Lhe

on open ground and firing ¢
them from A safe distance
produced by the bullet 8 mora than enough |

one good thing about thoae casks when they
there are no fra

“When | said that the shoeck of the bullet
was more than sufll

P'wo smpty nitroglyeerine caska

of horses, & wagon and a ritle
pinvisible to the naked ¢
for the explosion in safety,
casks to the ground

One of the casks was carried to & proper
The other was |aft

shooting then concefved the idea of |»aning
of this second cask

safe bacause he knew that the
rifle was almost unnoticeable
when he fired,

ita mark and dl
time the other oaak was exploded by the
slight jar produced by the firtng of the shot
en, the two horses and the wagon
were literally swept off the earth, and when
& few moments later vou passed the spot
where they had stood, it was hard to believe
that they had eaver existed
fnumnmu:govorod after them was & har

REAL ART, IF IT IS CHEAP.
The Villain and Adventuress Tell How They

Stir Their Audiences.

The night was warm, but the littie Fast
Bide theatre wax crowded from orchestra to
gallery, especially the gallery, which was
peopled with indistinet beings who glared
{n the dark and followad the plot of the melo-
drama with hisses and shoutings The
villain stole ‘.‘m will, the child, the pardon
and the hero's mother The leading lady
entreated, wailed, sobbed and petitioned
the Governor The ddventuress landed the
hero in an insineasylum at the end of the
third act, while the tawny-haired mite of a
soubrette hovered aboat back drop and wings,
changing make-up twice or thrice each act
and ftting an amazing number of small parts
into the play's somewhat lumbering action

At the end of the fourth act the hero and
villain brought off a featured hand-to-hand
encounter that developed into a wrestling
match, winding up with a trick fall that
thoroughly convinoed the gallery and sent
both partieipants into the wings breathless
In the ffth aet the wicked adventuress had
a change of heart and swung the whole story
of the play to the hero’'s advantage, where-
upon the villpdn crept in upon her and riddled
her with shota from a big, bright resolver
that barked vicionsly and kicked with a force
that threw the gallery out of all bounds
Then the hero threw the villain from a win-
dow half a minute too late for the glass orash,
and the performance snded with a discussion
between the stage manager and the property
man over tho mistimed crash

It was discoversd that the villain, In the
hurry of the final act, had grasped the ad-
venturess so roughly as to Inflict a great
red bruise upon her arm With wig and
mustache in hand he humbly begged pardon,
and the adventurses assured him that it was
all in the day's work, going away to the
soubrette's dressing room for the arnica
bottle. While the villain was ohanging to
strest dress he talked

“The ten-twent'-thirt’ Is oertainly full
of art for art's sake.,” he said “No, I'm
serious  I'veplared in the legitimate, sung
In opera and trouped with medicine shows
since I broke into the profession, but for
sheer hard work the cheap melodrama beats
them all, and for enjoyable work, too

“That fight that I do with the hero needs
sbout as much muscle and nervous energy
as would be put into an average day of ditch-
digging, and you can depend upon audiences
who like that sort of thing to follow the story
of the play with zest The adventureas's
arm gets more than one brulse In a season,
for the whole play, from start to tag, s ful
of very hard, honest work

*1 wish you could step out before the lights
when the lLouss |8 thoroughly aroussd
The thing s practically rea) to the audiences
we work for, and their faces are studies
They respond to avery note that we play
upon them and mirror hate, gratitude, love,
gympathy, sorrow, downright murder—the
whole gamut of the violent emotions, in fact

It takes consideruble nerve to play a
real black villain's part, for the things one
arouses are absolutely terrifying  Seemingly,
our audiences never see behind the part
In more ‘.n-tmm-v-‘- plavs the villain is toned
down and made plausible, while the audiences
are pever worked Into a frenzy.  Good act-
ing there means applause for the actor
But, though there's more honor and glory
and pmoney to be won in the fashionable
drama ['d rather play for the folks who come
to the theatre prepared to belisve what they
see and hear

[ ne responsive, warm-hearted men and
women who make up the rnelodrama’s
atdience are eminentiy human in every re-
spect.  They wear thelr honest hearts upon
their sleeves, hlegs them The mechanic
who comes into the orchestra with his wife
and famlily 18 far too busy a man to become
soured on the world  He reads simply con-
striucted bhooks and knows alsolurely none
of the stale writing tricks used in hamimering
a melodrams together

“So long as the action of the piece s plain
he will understand and appreciate it, never
taking the troubls t; resson out the logloal
peguence of hidden wills, false charges of
murder or wrongly imprisoned heross  Ha
believes the whole story—belinves it in sec-
tions and enjoys even the comedy stunts
that wa've hesn doing since the Civil War
The shivery music effacts make him putty
in our hands  Ten to ons he's a vietim of
real wrongs and hardships himself, but he
{x never 8o completely aroused by his own
troubles qs by thess of the haro

By this time the adventuress’s poor arm
had been mended by the soubirette, and the
two oame to the villafn’s dressing rcom door
The advantureas gqid she would rather play
he nes  Some of the faces in the house,
atherly and motherly faces, ahsolutely
her by the hLate and loathing she
hrou fnto tham, don't vou know  Keally,
if she were nhot pern ittadd o get back into
their good estear; bw reforming, she would
ecortainly try tn get another erv Bur her
penitence alwaye sant them home thinking
well of her, don’t you know, and that com-
peneatad for the first four acta Oh; dear,
no. she was content to play melodrama too,
for she'd t‘nr"m! what might ha expeoted
of audience® (n the hetter holses

The aoubretta, whose hair wae as tawny
as the tawniest wig, looked upon the matter
misanthropically Sha lked to antertain
folks who had hearts so susoaptibla, hut sha
thought that this Xurw'ul"nr play had rather
more small parta than any piece sha had aver
known, and she simoerely hoped they were
at an end of the one-night stands for this
BAANON

THE FLEA A REGIIAR PIRAIE.

Ita Ferocity, Thirst for Blood and Astonishing
Feats of Strength.

The flea possesses all the piratical inatincts
~thirst for blood, rapacity, cruelty Ha
fs. further, as ingenious in devising tor-
tures as he (s untiring In tha torment of his
victime

T'he flea ia built upon linea that make him
forevar hungry But his continous per-
formance appetite s far from being the oddest
thing about him  Proportionately to size,
he 1= the Samseon of the universe If an
elephant had the same relative strength he
could coma near to oversetting a steel-framed
gky soraper

A flea, wingless, with a body out of all
proportion to his head, and all over jess than
the sixtesnth of aninch in length, will leap upon
a plune surface more than a yard This,
ton, when he has been hatohed in hair, or
straw, or sand, and never known what it was
to have a full meal. More marvellous still,
he will spring perpendicularly upward from
one 1o two feet l‘x oy & manh or boy stand-
ing flat-footed and all of a sudden leaping
overa church spire

Wonderfil things havae been done with

flens Thev have bheen put into gold col
| to drag about lengthe of gold

Iars a1

chain at ¢ ona hundred tiras their oan
weight  Further, an  ingenjous goldsmith
hack in the lelsarely seventeenth century

nmnde a eonch and four in vory and u‘.M. |

vith a conchming upon the hex, pons n
and outriders, vet all so tidy it wns dragiee
hy a pair of fleas, work ) H

in gold ool
Thev worked under a bell glass, and w

exhibited in London and Paris

ght like eats and dogs 14 tha synonym
of « wing strife, bhut aver s and dog
itterly as cat fleas and dog

igh the ont fleas are Ligger

an ehouldbhenlw svictors
ore us elsewhors condition tells 1f the

fleas are lazy and luxurious fat the

ver grow the small, lean, keen-beaked
pAs kil them out

combntants stand up to fight quite
‘A pair ot s-ring ornaments  As they
ve &iX legs they have 1) to stand on
and still spare a couple with which to belabor

ench other  Upon peutral ground, as a floor
or wulk, the cat and dog fleas Kkeep the poace
But let one fnvade litter or a coat sacred to
' ther nd thare s ~truightway a fight to
1 Hinist Something even more curious than
this inhorn antipathy is that dog fleas will

not live upon a cat nor eat leas upon a dog
Fleas lay egys after the R8¢t mannar
which hateh ont tiny wrigglers very nearly
velt capable of
robes -ar least

[veditig on molsture anc

Lone judges that to be the diet, since fleas
I'rr»-wl largely in sand, halr, straw and
litter where other foad is lncking and after
a whila spinning thenmselves eopoons The

COCONns are no bigger than tiny grains ol
sand, but under the nucroscope show nes
semi-translucent ovals heaut!fully  banded
with pink and pearl They are formed upot
top of the matrix, whatever 1t may he, where
the sun or the light can strike them fulr
Rain just at the hatching time often kills a
whole hrood of sandfleas

A flea's beak is sharp and hard, something
like & hird's, only more pointed A fleabite
is not i\mml“m“' wive and except in rare
canes where a flea has previously been biting
Infeoted tissue Cortaln French sciantists have
shown that both fleas and bedbugs could
thus carry tubercular infeetion *’urvhrr‘
rats and rat fleas are greatly dreaded as
helping to spread the fearful bubonle plague J

| fountain

MR.GAUZE'SHARD LUCKDAY
STORY OF A STAG rl-'?r—’ AT THE MOR-
RIS PARK RACETRACK.

He Thought That e Counld Play the Host
Cheaply, Knew Something About Horses
and Could Tell a Clock When He
Saw One WMistaken on All Three Points

When Stephen Gauze found in his mall
on Saturday morning a book of coupon passas
for the Morris Park races and remembered
that the Metropolitan Handicap was to ha
run that very afternoon he expanded hig
chest an inch or two and decided promptly
to take o stag party to the track  Mr Gauza
had an engagement at the Fifth Avenue
Hotel at § o'clock that afternoon, therefors
he made it a stag party so that he mighs
leave his guests hefore the races finlshad
Rumor had credited him with cleaning up
a nies little profit in Wall Street, and for this
reason each of the four old friends to whom
ha telephoned an invitation replied favor.
ably, and each said to himself
* “Giauze has hit It fortunately in the Strest
and will probahly want to burn a littla money
on our entertainment this afternoon. I'm
thinking that it will be well to be in at the
in,”

As a matter of fact Gauze was one of the
many who have been on the wrong side of
tus market but he did not care to advertise
that fact.  His book of coupon passes would
glve bim an opportunity to play bost cheaply.

Gauze and his four frdends met in an  up-
town café at 1 o'clock and had a preliminary
cocktall or two to ward off malaria The
grass looked greener than ever to them as
they alighted at Morris Park. Mr Gauze
led his friends boldly to the gate and pre.
sented his book of coupon tiockets with the
statement:

“Five of us in the party.*

“That's nice,” sald the tioket taker, *dup
only ona can use this book *

“Nonsense,” sald Gauze. *The book s
mine  You just tear off ive coupons, don's
you see?”

“No, I don't ses,” sald the ticket taker,
“because each ooupon 18 numbered for a
different day. This book permits the holder
only to go in.  Your friends will have to buy
tickets "

“Surs of that?” asked Gauze faintly.

*Read it vourself {f you don’t believe me,*
sald tha ticket agent, and Gause found that
the man was right. His pass admitted him
to all the privileges of the racetrack, but ne
one else. He was let in for tickets for his
friends Thev cost him 82 each, making
the total expensas of his party up to date,
including anti-malaria remedies, $i1

When they disoovered what an inspiring
sight the track preseuted on thelr arrival
with the crowds of well-dressed men and
women, the white clad helpera and hers and
there a colored jockey warming up & horse,
four men t-ld Gauze that he was a good
foliow and that they wers glad he had been
on the right side of the market. Gaure
had to prove that he was a good fellow in
the usual way, thus adding $8 more to his
afternoon expense acoount, bringing the
total up to 816 This would not have seemed
much to him had ha bean fortunate in the

market and had he not expected that his
entertainnent would cost him only the bar
expenses A8 it was he began to feel juss
a Jirtle bit sore on Morris Park

“With your Kentucky training” sald Brown
*and vour streak of good luck vou are, o
course, going to pick some winners for us

(iauze admitted that he knew a thing or
two about horsges His four friends were
just a bit short that afternoon but they said
that if Gauze would go into a pool with them,
say 86 each, for the first race and advance
the money they would make it all right later

I'he Morris Park brand of Anti-Malaria
enrs had bubbled cheerfully when it had been
served to them and some of its joy was now
tingling in Gauze's veins. He began to suse
pect that ha may have been on the right side
of the stock market Anvway, if he had not
he wae too goond a man to keep down  Did he
know anything about horses? Could he pick
winners’ Would he stake his friends? ell
Just watch him

I'll place 825 for tha pool on Frankfort
in the first race,” said Gauze “and with the
winnings we will make the bookmakers tired
later ”

I'ha odda against Frankfort were 8) to 1
and Gauze and his friends had their winnings
tigured up before the race startad A every
one knows who followed the race Frankforg
ran last all the way (rauze's friends told
him he did not know & horse from a soda

and they insinuated bitterly that

he had thrown them on the race

“Well | made a mistake,” said Gauze, "and
as it was my mistage 1'll etand the conse-
auences  Wea will call that pool off. It was
n.{lu-f and 1 lnst *

fore assurances that he was a ¢ fel-
low wore followed by the best that Gauze
eould buy and when this was finished the
second race, on which Gauze had a stralght
tip was run and hin horse carrying nope of
his money won easilv I his reassured Gauze
und he put up 8256 for the pool on Whiskey
in the third race, and just as he settled down
to enioy the proceedings his eayes fell on a
clock in front of the pagoda opposite him
It was & big clock with the hands pointed at
480 It was & ¢ my wooden clook of the
kind nsed or slevated rallroad stations
to indicata the time of the next expresa train,
Ganze did not know this Neither did he
read on the face of it the announcement that
A certain race would be run At 4 30 Gayze’'s
engagement at 5 o'clock was lmportant,
He louked at his wateh  The hands indicated
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“lan’t this & shame,” he sald  *My watch
fa slow and I have been loafing away here
when 1 ought to have left ['ve *'-l to be
at the Fifth Avenue at 5 o'clock sharp *

(inuze moved the hands of his watch for-
ward until they eorresponded with the hands
on the wooden colock opposite

1 can't oven stav to see this race ont.  You
fellows take the winnings on this race and
play the Metropolitan Handieap with it as
vou choose I must miss that race, and i%
was the one I particularly cared to see ”

(ianze mada his way through the crowd
leaving behind him a trafl of torn gownas m.(i

pr'v’\:”" Fhe day was warm, and when
e reached his onr he was ;w-rqv!r".ﬂ and
ANEry Making t heat time possihle ha

would he fifteen twenty minutes late in
the hotel He worried about his
saness il the way downtown, and as ha
{ wildly into the hotel corridor Fa
{ arcund for the man whom he had
romised 1o meet I'he man wae not there
1hen he looked at the oMee clack It {ndls
eated flve minutos past ¢ His wateh said
twenty minutes past &  He went out and
loonked at the clock in the straet, and it oor-
¢ nded with the offies clock Then hLe
askod one of the hotel elerks if the offce clock
wus right, and the clerk assured him that it
wns  He was an hour alisad of his engage-
ment, and he might have stayed to see the
wpolitan after all
8 o'clock Gruze et his four friends by
agreement  Whiskey was an also ran, £o thas
thev had l.'“.t\n! nione on the Metroe
litan They } liscovered after Gauze
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mise show for it by the
Morris Park rooes  Even  the four men
toak to the races have turned on me,

f-'" that the cle v which he hud set hig
wiatoh was merelv an indicator and they had
voted that the herting of the afternocon, us
well as the wdmissions and drinks  were on
him They were in the majority and Qauze
folt that he had plaved but & poor part aftep
all pXpense necount

“If any one send v any more free tiockets
for any thing ward Cemuze vesterday, “1
will sue him for durages [ was let (n fop
#8680 and no n ement t

t wrnpion hard-luck story t
don't know one when | hear it

POSSIRITITIFS OF WYTOPITIOCK.
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A Few Wavs in Which a Malne Town's Indlan
Name Is Misspelled,

Wyroprri ook, Me May 10 —~If there
{8 one Indin nnme among the thousands
in nse in Maine which has bean  misspelled
itiother it is that by which this

mors

villagy uhls 'he name has been ous

iy v wortdged, hacked, drawn and

QUATT AT ind hough 1t 1s spelled ex-
) %1 unced the name has come

;., be aterror for people not proficlent in
idia

I'he postinster here has heen interested
to notice the diferent ways of sapelling, aod

T amount of mail received Lisrs
wreat he has already mades a formid
) tion  Here are a few choice ones
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ck, Winter Pitlook, Widow Pa llork,
Witter Patlock, Wittar Pelog, Whytlock, Wit
lock, Witter Plotlock, Wylapittook, Wypt
lock, Witeopiteloek, Wittipelook, Psytolock
Pwytopetlock, Anvtopetlock, Ivtopitinek,
Wytopills, Wyte Pedlock, White Oak Padlock
Wytaparetook Witiptdloek, Wastapitiock,
Whetlock, Wytopillock, Mitaplock, Wadopite
fon Peadloock, W aetopedlonek

Supertor Surroundings and Good Service

may lp found by ronsulting THR SUN'S “Se'et
board” columan, Table board alse & Fou ek dy—
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